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'REMARKS BY SENATOR EDMUND S, MUSKIE
MERCER COUNTY DEMOCRATIC DINNER
. GEDAR GARDENS RESTAURANT, TRENTON, NEW JERSEY :

8:00 P.M,, THURSDAY, OCTOBER 14, 1971

1 em proud to bé here tonight;

P “'...

" I.am proud to be in New- Jersey, Which is on the way to a great

Democratic victory in 1971. C el

w And I ‘am proud to speak with men and women who will help us put -

a Democrat back in the White House in 1972.

-

. I am here to talk about that effort.-, . to glve you my help

‘this year. . . and to ask for your help next year.

"But I didn't come just to talk about politics. . . about the
yearly total of wins and losses, Instead, I want to talk about.the
people of New Jersey and America. .. about people who have seen hope

turn to frustration. . . people who are liv1ng with doubt and distrust

' . and sometimes even despair,

Perhaps I'm not the right person to focus on the mood and
disposition of this nation.* A politiciad héé to wrap his thoughts ,in’
vords and sp a2k in evvh sms. Perha ﬂa a pglntmno by Andrcu Vyerh could

convey faxr better the feeling I want to describe.



A politician 'can talk sbout a spreading nuwabness.in the face of -

: repurring‘tragedy. But words cannot paint a picture of the machinist’
in Cleveldnd reading the morning newspaper. Today, the paper tells_-”J
him that Willie Stargell was 0 for 4 yesterday. And it télls him

that another two hﬁﬁdred-people have lost fhei; lives ir rice filelds

¥ -

" half a world away. His expression never chanoes. He has read a

4 P S

Ehousand times of death in rice fielus,'and he has nothzng left to give
; , <

A politician can £:ik about the alienation of.pé;plef _But he’
oannot_faint a pictufé of the sécretary in Memphis‘who.got_on,the bus .
this‘morniﬁg and struogled with the otﬁers to become invisible. Avefted
eyes and -lowered heads told her that everyone would be more comfortab]e
if she would lookrat the floor, and not-atuthe'peoplq. And sO she

ilooks at the floor -- afraid -- afraid to take the_cﬁaﬁce qf‘being
hurt, é%en by a small slight. | | .- |

A politician can talk about crediblllty gaps. BUL he cannot
'picgure the stockbroker in New York Clty who last veek watched‘zﬁ;dd .
Pfesident of the United States in 1rvmng c019r instead of Marcus '
'Welby The stockbroker heard the promises . . he éﬁgﬁiuéd the ﬁropoééls

end he listened to the words of 1n5pirat10n And then he turned off .

the set. He had heard it ell so many times, before.
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- and forgotten with a‘llttle less effort. Soma people just stopped

In 1961 John Kcnncdy chal]engcd our peopLe to ask what ihey

ould do for thelr country. And thn Awerlcan natxon paused for a -

- moment. . . and smiled. . . and followe o - TR

¥ " . . 2
- .

L]
.« !

That was ten jears ago. But a lot can happen in ten'years.

'Hope can struggle ﬁith doubt. . . and duubt can yield to. pain. Ané,ﬁe;

have seen so much pain in the last ‘decade. v
‘ N % .

-

-’l-

o
We have seen children going hungry in the richest natlon in

L

human history o - .

We have seen a race of people still strﬁggliné in a free country

to be treated as part of the human race,

We have seen soldiers and ci&iliané die in a war no.general can’

win and no reason make right.

. .

We have seen hope killed nearran'ﬁnderpass'in Dalles, on a ﬁotei

balcony in Tennessee, and on a kitchen floor in Los Angeles.

And w1th each new pain, An: ns seem to have eried 2 little less

. T

-

& LI aE .. R 4 = s - Tamnee e -~
reading thie nwrspaper.  Some siepped \0;5‘6 AnG others, have evan’

stopved ecoving enouth to bz hurlt czaln, - .

. . b~ . ' .
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What more can the AmeriCﬂn people do for Arerica thcn bury our

~

deaad, cry our tears, and endure our setbacks? No WOﬁder Ame c-ns haye

grown 1nva1d - fg*“he; and fgther auay f"om theLr country. And thelrf.

-4
L]

country can go no firther without them, ol i
£ s

We cannot sinply ask Amgrlcans for more Lrust and more faith .';

P A -
e ey

IOur people'have lost too much and too’ often in the last ten years. No
inspiring speeches will -erase the memories, Ho oply a.pat%ent, honest -

| effoft t§ rebuild hope.erot the-hobe shouted from behind a'podiuﬁ in

é political rally...[;vNot the false hopes which come from telling people ‘.

~ that the system always works.u-BuL the hope which comes only from,

actually maklng-the system work, . . from-givingfhungry phlldren a

decent meal, instead of using them as a peféﬁnial image for political

" "rhetoric.

" This is not the time to look for words.. . . -to search for an

eloquent way to tell people we have work to do, They know'that -~ ‘and

they want to see something done. | et L . . u

We must stop the killing in Southeast Asia. . . and we must stop °

now. . o :

A

We must Jaunsh 2 wer oh povariy vhich' dees not mske tha peox igs

- I - " - e - . ' R X, D . ;
vory- lensh, wo oust novar nfcepd anothax year

T

oaly casucilias., At th




1Lke 139t years vhen the nuwber of Am01ican¢ living :n deprivation

' flncrcased. . . for the finst timc since 1960,

-

*

.And we must‘create a country in which people can begin to see 7

cleaner amr and cleaner vater. . . in the sky over chark and .in tho

L) .

Delaware River. It is encou1aglng that everyone Wants to be an

'Qﬁvironmentalist.. It would_be more encouyaging to see the signs gf_é .

; k' 1 e . w3 , . 1l
clean ehlironment. | . ., s R

-~
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Americans are tired of promises. They want results. . .results

e T

they con sge,‘and'feel, and touch. And they don't want to be told that
we'cantinstantly create & world of peacé, instantly,banish,poverty from

-

our borders, and instantly muke overy man & brother just by electing
& new_President They don't belleve it . . and that's because 2y o isn't,

true. But what we can do is get to vomk and make change happen.

" And the best wéy to do that is to startlbeing honest with the
.Americanlpeoplo.' That's why I have spoken so oftcn in recent weekén

about the politics of truth. Not only becausej}e111ng the truth has

always been an ideal of the American herltage... but because the
Amer;can people heve been throuOh too much to be conned anymore by

,pollitcal rneLO“Lc Honesty, xs the flrst step toverd rencwing their

trust. And thelr trust is what we naod to fo“ve an a2lliance that can,
rirard once azsin,

£y
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I don t believe that President Nixon has fhced Lhe truth or

. shared the truih with the émerlcan peoplc. ) )

- . .o

ﬁin~1968, I warned that Richerd Nixon represented policies that .

could lead to recession and cconomic decline, I remeﬁber his response.
. g
He said the only unenp10ymﬂﬁt that vou‘d follow vhen he took office

4wasrthe unemployment of President Johnson‘s Counc11 of Econonic Advisors.

And he promised tﬁis nation full employment and stable prices
economic prosperity. ' ¢ -, D - .

andl

i
€

And we ﬁaited. We waited for three years while thé-ﬁnemployment
) rate in tHis_country-ciimbed from 3%7 to more than 6% -- to 7% in
New.Jersey.ilr. whilé 5 million skilled workers lost their jobs, “We
 waited... . while étiées'Skyroqkétgq and purchasing power plummeted.
“And instead of p;;sperity, we éotfinflatioﬁ.ana recession at ghé séme
:time.- N6 wvonder the stockbroﬁer.in New Yérk_tﬁrns off the President's

speech .on his television set. E . .. . .

And what wbuld he hear if he left itrén? " He'd hear the President

tell us that he has a Job Development Program which used to be called

an Inveqtment Tax Credit. Whatevcg you call it, its notb1n° more than

HES
T e

an $8 billion givecaway to big businessa

Y . g . . .
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And it won't even create jobs,

Industry needs markets end CUSLON“I . eud sales, not special privileges
- . ’ B .

and fax breaks. And Americafs workers need the kind of econonic
. . - ) . S N . of:
,‘policy'the Democratic.Psrty has always prouidod ~- one that puts

dollars into the wal]ets and poclotboohs of fanllle s, not just in_the

coffers of corporatentreasurles. .

-

. ‘e

/ o . T . ¢ -7‘."_.‘

Tn 1968,,RichsrdmNiXQn promised,this nation a secret plan‘for peace
in Vietnam. Twenty thousand American soldiers have died since he made
that promise. Sixty thousand Sbuth Vietnamese soldiers have diéd

Countless c1v1lians and North Vletnamese have died. And no polit1ca1

symbolism -~ no rhetorical euphemism like "w;ndlng down the war" can
now keep the promise of peace for those people. ‘No wonder some Americans
'have stopped caring.. Six years of failing protest.could still Ehe voice

‘of almost anyone.

And in early 1971 Rlchard Nixon promised thls nation a Second
American Revolutlon -~ revenue sharlng and welfare.reform On August 15,
that revolutlon ended when those. programs were postponed Is that any
way to run a_revo}utlon? What if George Washington had announced a

”slight.delay“ to the troops at Yorktowﬁ? Wwe'd all be British subjects

in 1971.

L]
A L .
¥ " =
And so the Presidzat brolie tha pronmise of weveae shoving. . aad
i -~ ; N ot .
5 P o :
local goverrmsuls 4nd locsl toimerans fu eveuy steto awe poviug s noies
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crc in New JCLSCY, you iacb the hlchcst property fhx 7ates

.1n the Unltad States, rateu which will probably climb to $960 a year

on a $?0,000 house by 1975, - " ,_ s

. . N -
L] . . .

40

‘Yqu walk the dq:kened_st;ééts-of cities.aﬁdlfowns hand in hénd

o

Wlth a fear born or night and rluino v101ence. The crime rate in Trenton
/ H .

“alone has increased by ‘a thlrd in the Test yegr, over tw1ce as . fast as

the national average. -w. °

'Ahd‘you send you#,children to pﬁblic schools, where they struggle

to learn from overworked teachers in overer vded classrooms.

Who's golng to finance the public setvices our citizens so

t ]

&esperately need? Local taxpayers can't afford to -- and the

Admxnistratlon now refuses to help ‘The Pre ident . told the natlon 2
week ago that 1972 was going to be a great year for the Amechan people,
Which pgople? The people in hew.Jersey who haye 1o jobs? .The people

in'Southeast Asia wvho will lose their 1ives? The peoplé In New York
City;who are victimized by crime? No wondef.“credibi}ﬁty” is a word

"everyone knows.

We have to start teliiu- the tthh to ‘the A arican people. Aud

- Yoy e S ol WA Yage o i e . L 4 -9 - i 1 s
wa e to start waliing soma hazd ehodcas.” I cea tall you ot elitics

~ )
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war in Viatnon, to create jobs divsctly -~ bofora T'd give
: .
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e can list -
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A politician‘can talk about the choices he'd make. ¥

* the*broken promises, the postponed programs, and the tragic neglect
of this Adaministration. And he.can chronicle the tangible huma '

consequences ==

e —

' -~ The five million Américan workers who will not find jobs
tomorrow, . .- e - s
‘ - y : o : . .j' " ;F
-~ The men and women who will lose their lives in Vietnam. . .
: i ‘- .
'--:The public services which will go unfundéq here at home. ., .

But not even an artist could pﬁint the children of America,

who are growing up -- reaching political consciousness -- in an
- _ : " H E " . o " . .
a;ymGSPhere=whzch oftenimékes ‘it impolitic ‘to tell the txuth.

-
-
.
.

. .
*
. -

And no one could paint a people whé‘afe mostly tired. . .

4

-~ Tired of causes which lose popularity but not importance. . .

change. . . .

L

~- Tired of commitments which &ield no
-~ Tired of the fading hope that, maybé‘this,time, someone who

-

~
-

can do something will listen,

_ Renewad promises will not reawaken Awerica'’s spiritc. . . nor will
-~ nor grewing deieriptions of wha:

i

b
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uily the trutin can move America -~ the whole truth -- the truth

from our government and from each othex. . ., about-our collective

LI | . e - .

wisdom and our collective shortcomings. . . about the strengihs ve

still havey end the tasks we must 11 face. “

-

1

[

Here in New'jefsey. . E end throughout the nation. . .a

- politics'of truth caﬁ build a leadership of trust. . . T
~~ The kind of leadexrship Mercer County can elect in Novembet

of 1971. . . .~ ' A e o
s ¢ == The kind of leadership America must elect.in November of
1972, |

Let's tell .the truth tb:the Americen people.

Let's trﬁst‘ﬁeOPIe to hear the bad and face the wrong and make

things right,

Tpgethef;let us do that much -- and thén,'together, we can do §0
‘much more. - . ' '
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