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Transcript

Don Nicall: 1t is Friday, the 9th of October, 1998. We'reHloyd Harding’s law offices at 429
Main Street in Presque Isle, Maine, and this is Daoll interviewing Floyd Harding. Floyd,
would you state your full name and your place aaig @f birth?

Floyd Harding: First of all, Don, I'm pleased you're here. Ahah, be pleased to talk about
the subject matter, our beloved Ed Muskie. | wasin Albion, Maine on August 26, 1923,
and | graduated from Bessey High School in Albiooxn Colby College in Waterville, and |
served with the United States Army for three yeaksd | graduated from Boston University in
1949. And | came to Presque Isle, and I've pradtiaw here ever since.

While I've been here I've, this has been a mageiftccommunity. And I've, you know, I've

just felt so good that | was so lucky to be ableédhere. And | was asked by Clifford T.
Mclntire, who was later to become a congressmaoomae up here for an interview for a job

with the Maine Potato Growers as their assistanege counselor. And | was fortunate to get
the job and so | worked with Maine Potato Groweost 1950 to 1954. And in 1954 |
established my own law practice in this very spbéme we now sit, and so I've occupied this
desk ever since that date. And while in Presgiee people have been so kind to me. | mean,
I've had the opportunity to serve as presidenhef@hamber of Commerce, and president of the
Kiwanis Club, and president of the local hospitia.fact, it was my privilege to be on the board
of directors when we built the new hospital ajpitesent location.

And in 1964, it seems so improbable now, but pea@ee fearful that Senator Muskie would

not be reelected because the Republicans were gwingn all, their full effort against him.

And so all over Maine and certainly here in Aroagét@€ounty, we decided to have someone to
fill every single slot on the Democratic ticketafribute to Senator Muskie, because we were so
pleased and so honored to have him serve us. A&ntbwldn’t imagine life as a Democrat
without Senator Muskie. And so | tried to do mytp&lmer Violette and Glen Manuel did
theirs; we made up a slate of three state sen@tou from the county. And we ran “at large”



at that time. And nobody expected we would wird een | started out | certainly didn’t either
because none had been elected, no Democraticsstadéor had been elected here in this
century, since 1900. So we felt fairly safe thata@uld run and not be elected, which a lot of
people said. But we were surprised. Barry Goldwedn that year, and we were surprised to
find that we were all in the state Senate. Andswo fortunate as to be elected majority leader,
which was unusual because, you know, you genesaltye a little time before you get to be in
the leadership. But | was fortunate to be in paition. So | served three terms in the state
Senate and it was certainly a very, very rewardligg for me to do. | call it the power and the
glory. I mean, you could do so much in the staea$e compared to what you could do as a
community leader.

And while | was there, | mean, | had the privilegeseeing the Northern Maine Technical
Institute, which is here in town, expanded. Anel thiversity of Maine, we made that, it was a
state teachers’ college at the time, we expandedalmake that a branch of the University of
Maine. We also had in town established for the talgnretarded an opportunity training center,
and it was a very rewarding thing.

So I've, | had, my family had nine kids and | simpbuld not maintain politics, my law
practice, and my family. | gave one up, and savegup politics. And I've been able, so I've,
it's possible to live without politics. But anywatyat's a good lead and take it from there.

DN: Okay, you grew up in Albion, in central Maine?
FH: Yes | did, yes, it's true, yeah.
DN: Tell me about your family.

FH: Yes, there were twelve in my family. There weirge, there were ten boys and two girls.
My father was a mail carrier, rural mail carriendehe was about the only Democrat in town,
and, that dared say so anyway. And while | wdsigh school, the principal asked us to, he
said, “All the Democrats stand.” And | was theyoahe who stood up. | thought | should be
there for, it was fifty in the school, and | wag thnly one that stood up. But then three others
joined me. And then he said, “Now,” he says, ttieepparty, of course, is a more responsible
and more respectful party, the Republican, “how yrtagre now join, belong to the
Republican?” And forty-six stood up. It was foedix to four, fifty. So we had an election, and
| thought | could convert those Republicans to Derats. And we had election and, Don, what
happened is, | lost one of the Democrats. It wimg that the election was forty-seven to three.
So anyway, so my first electoral experience waaththat good.

We were on a dairy farm and we used to work owiprked out summers for other farmers. And
it was a very healthy environment and | learnedmfuem serving in Albion and | also
developed a very valuable experience. | didntikhmilking cows would ever get you
anywhere. But, in fact, milking cows helped meywetuch because | worked my way through
Colby and | worked on a dairy farm with Clyde Rukse

DN: Your father was both a rural mail carrier, l¢gak and a dairy farmer.



FH: Well, we farmed dairies, we grew potatoes, wavgeern, we grew, you know, | mean, we

DN: Small family farm.

FH: And we took everything from the soil, really. Yknow, if we had to burn wood, we went
to the woods and cut the wood. If we had to baikhed, we went to the woods and cut the
lumber and had it sawed. And the only thing myhmohad to buy at the store was the
condiments and the sugar and tea and coffee and flthe rest of it came from the farm.

DN: That, let’s see, you graduated from high sclathat year?
FH: In 1941.
DN: So you went through the Depression on the farm.

FH: Yes, we did. And it was a, I've got some veryidimemories from the Depression.

People talk about poverty now, but they don’t seathderstand poverty. We had some kids that,
their clothes were made out of grain bags. | mgaounds worse than it really is because they
did have prints on them, but they were very thimd in the winter time, those kids, | mean,

they didn’t have any underwear, they didn’'t have stockings. | mean, | don’t know how they
could help from freezing. And, | mean, they wevadry, and at school they brought their
lunches, as we all did. And they hunched overr tii@iner bucket because they were ashamed
for us to see what they were eating. | mean, Wene eating what they called poor man’s bread,
and when they’d take a bite out of it, it would @lmble in little pieces.

And in school you know, kids wrestled and played aa on, and it was my turn to wrestle, or
challenge Eddie Peacock, his name was. And héwaagears older than | and I'll never get
over the shock that | had when we wrestled. Hetadéex and two years older, but he was just
as light as a feather and | mean, he was weak. | 8&adld handle him with such ease and |
wasn’t that rugged and | wasn't that . . . Buidtjfelt so bad for him and | guess we all did.t Bu
at that time Roosevelt came through with a progi@nschool lunches, as it were. But you
know, we got fruits and we got some canned soupcanded stuff like that. Those kids, |
believe it was the only meal they had for the day.

DN: Were these children who didn’t live on farms?

FH: No, their father worked, no, their father and Ineotwere separated or dead or whatever. |
don’t know that, but they lived with their grandeats, and their grandparents worked for other
farmers.

DN: So they were totally dependent on wages.

FH: Yes, absolutely dependent on wages. And in ihéewtime there wasn’t much to do. And
they were so pathetically poor and at the timeaired something that has made me kind of



ashamed to look back on it. It was so easy to pickhose kids, because there was no
repercussions. And so everybody liked to picklemi. And so, since then, I've seen how easy
it is to pick on the welfare people, because thaytccome back and sass you or anything. |
mean, they’re helpless. And everybody can teluabize, you know, the queen just makes all
this money and she lives a, has all these lobatetgirives a Cadillac and all this absolute
nonsense. Butit's easy to do because you knay,¢hn’t come back at you. And they don’t
vote, and so there’s no retribution. So thingsemétvchanged as much as | had hoped it would
from back in those days when you could pick onehmsor kids and there was no retribution for
having done so.

DN: Did you talk much about this at home?

FH: Oh, yeah. | mean, my father was a Democratalsl lyou, but my mother was a
Republican, and they had some good debates. Aod'1 think either one ever changed their
mind about anything, certainly not politics. So father would start off the discussion, how

well | remember. He said, well, my mother's nanmsswrace and she was Republican, he said,
“Now Grace, a Republican is one of two things, tetker very rich or very foolish. Now, have
you got any money on you?” So then they, the disiom would start, see. So I've heard a good
lot of background about politics and . . . .

This is before | was born, but my mother was onRbgublican city, yeah, the Republican town
committee, it wasn’t the city. And so someone viag] the chance to take the train to go to
Portland to meet President Harding. And so my eroivas delegated and she went to Portland
to meet the President who came to visit there adrmdurse this is before | was born. But, you
know, it's a kind of legendary thing they talkedabin the family. And so she came back. She
said, “Judson,” she said, “you were wrong about Brasident Harding. He is the most
charming, handsome man that | ever met in my Iééag said, “and he came and he shook hands
with me, he held my hand and he talked to me jkstllwas an important person. No,” she said,
“I would always vote for him.” My father said, “Hea damn crook, and times will show that he
is. And,” he said, “I'm ashamed that you went éhand I’'m ashamed that you talked to him.”

Well, time went by and the next kid that was boaswhe boy older than I, and my father was
away a lot, and the kid was born. And so my fattaane back and he says, “Oh Grace, what
happened?” She said, “Well, we got another bd@h, great, that's good,” and he said, “that’ll
make us nine boys with a baseball team, that'stgréte said, “What'd you name him?” She
said, “I named him Warren G. Harding.” He saidpt¥named him what?” So my father would
never call him by his name all of his life; he’dldam Chunky or something else.

And so, you know, roll the video tape ahead andetmdy called me and said, “Do you have a
brother Warren Harding?” | said, “Yeah.” And thwas during the Nixon times. And they said,
“He just called in on a radio show, a fellow nani&\arren Harding.” He said, “He said that he
was named for, after the most disgraced Presidddt$. history, Warren G. Harding. And he
was grateful for Richard Nixon because when, RidiNixon now, he said, has made Warren G.
Harding look like a saint.” And he said, “He’stéfl this awful burden from my back.” So | did
have some bias towards the Democrats from my bringp and the things we did.



DN: Now, there were twelve of you. You were thenygest son, | take it?

FH: No, | was not the youngest son. There were there’s one younger than me. Conrad
was younger than me.

DN: Of the twelve Harding children, how many turreed to be Democrats and how many
Republicans?

FH: 1 guess | couldn’t tell you that for sure becaysmi know, once they grew up, | mean, they
went their ways. But | believe that | was a Denabend my, Conrad and my youngest sister
Arlene, and Warren, of course, was Democrat. Beirést of them, they were either
Anothingarians or Republicans, because they fouedsier to get a job if they were
Republicans. They were out trying to find workdats just like when | came up here. | mean,
they told us, you know, “If you want to succeed yeugot to be a Republican.” So most of
them, except those | mentioned, | believed weleeeiapolitical or were Republicans.

DN: Now you graduated from high school you said4ih?

FH: Correct.

DN: And you went to Colby?

FH: Correct.

DN: Were you the only one in your family to go tdlege, or did others also go to college?

FH: My oldest sister went to Farmington State TeagH@ollege, and at that time you could go
in the summer, do a summer course, and then ydd teach right out of high school. And she
did that, and she used to go back to the summeioscthnd my older sister was a teacher. And
it gave me an unfair advantage because | useakodbher materials that she had for the kids
(telephone interruption).

DN: Floyd, you were talking about your sister anddtadies and the advantage it gave you.

FH: Yes, it did because she had all those matehal®tand the flash cards, and the, you know,
how to count and different things like that. Aradvghen | went to school, most of the things that
they were teaching in the first grade, | alreadgwn And so the teacher wrongfully felt that |
was very smart and those other poor kids, | mdangave them a real tough time. She says,
“Well, Floyd knows this. How come you,” you knoYwhat are you doing?” So | felt bad about
that, but it did give me a head start. Of couvdggre | went to school it was eight grades, in a
rural school, and you couldn’t learn much in yownograde. But you heard the second grade,
third grade, fourth grade, fifth grade, sixth graskventh grade, and eighth grade all recite, and
you heard that for eight years. So just by rejpetiyou began to, that stuff began to sink in. So
we thought that we was getting a very bad educdtidgnt wasn't that bad. And we did well on
the, | did well on the exams that you took stateyigbu know? And our high school, again, |
thought our high school was, we were disadvanta@ed, you know, in the Army and at Colby



| did very well on the entrance exams and the Sé&drse or what. So it was a basic education
but looking back | think it was a very good one.

DN: You went to Colby in September of ‘41. The wtarted for us in December. How long
were you at Colby before you went in the service?

FH: Well, | was getting old enough to go in in 13wt following year, and | enlisted in 1942. |
believe it was like in December ‘42, | believe.

DN: And how long were you in the Army?

FH: Well, I was on inactive duty. | mean, as panvbfat | was doing, | had to go to Colby for,
and it worked out nicely because | finished thatryeBut | was in the Army Reserve, so to
speak. And | got out of, discharged from the Whi&ates Army in November of 1945, and |
served in the United States infantry in the Europtb@ater and | had the misfortune to be caught
in the Battle of the Bulge. And | was with the 4@Regiment, 106th Division, and the Germans
broke through there, you know, about two hundredisand Germans broke through the sector
that our division, the 106th Division, was holdingnd so we were surrounded, and we were
without medicine, without food and without ammumiti And so our colonel ordered our
surrender on December 19th, 1945. So | becamis@ngr of war and it was probably one of
the most humiliating and devastating experiencesyofife. | mean, people like talking about
the victories, they hate talking about a humiligtdefeat.

But you know, in the Bible, you tell about peogtattwere in jail. But being in prison, it made
me appreciate liberty like | could never have apated it before, and how important it was for
us to protect our liberties and participate in gameent. Because the German people were
decent people, and, you know, some of the besti@eggre in prison. And so |, after the war
while we were being redeployed | asked this Gerrharwas a professor at one of the
universities, | said, “How did this ever happerytar people?” He said, “Well,” he said,
“everybody attacked the politicians, they were lad] nobody wanted to participate, and so all
the thieves and the crooks took over.” And, hd,sdihe good people were ground under.
And,” he said, “this is what happened.”

And this had a tremendous impact on me, and thaltl had a duty because | had been so
fortunate as to survive. | mean, | was in Dresdgen it burned and there were a hundred
thousand people in that city that were incinerat@dd | escaped with my life, for which I've
always been grateful. But, it was sort of likew#s within me that you have a duty to appreciate
your freedom, and to make sure that what happenttetGermans doesn’t happen to you; that
everybody participates in the process. So anywayglways been a motivation of mine, you
know, way down deep. | haven’t, you know, | dom&ar it on my sleeve or anything like that,
you know, but it's something which I've certainlyought about.

DN: Had anything in your education up to that ppirgpared you for the experience in
Germany? In the war and being captured and ip?is

FH: Nothing prepares you for combat, nothing camehn, you know, you either have it in



your soul to be able to endure it or you don’t.dAmu have to reach back for strength that you
didn’t think you had. And your faith, you knowrriean, there was no one in my outfit that was
an atheist. | mean, everybody was deeply religicusd, you know, they, this phrase that
you've heard in the Bible, you know, for, “God swéd the world that he gave his only begotten
son,” and “whosoever shall believe in me shallehaverlasting life and shall not perish.” And
so people felt that even though they hadn’t gatteough the, formally been accepted, the
pastor, or the chaplains talking to us, you knawave us faith that we could somehow endure
it. And so there’s nothing that can prepare yautf@absolutely nothing. You either make it or
you don’t, and of course a lot of people don’t,idid And so I've tried to be mindful of those
that didn’t make it, to try, as | say, to partidga@and do my part to see that our country never
lapses into that horrendous situation that Gernatahy

DN: When you came out of the service having gonaeutin that experience, you went back to
Colby?

FH: Yes, | did. | went back to Colby for a semestand | had done some studies in the Army
while | was there which gave me some credits, sbaittime | only lacked, only was short one
semester from graduating from Colby. But Dick Dubof Waterville was a good friend, and he
pointed out to me that at Boston University, if ytad served in the Army and you lacked just a
little bit from having your BA degree, that theyp®8on University would accept you. So | said,
“Well, why go for Boston University?” So | wrotetters of application to Harvard, to Yale and
to Boston University and to Boston College, youwnwith my resumé. And | didn’t have it
typed up, | wrote it up. Miracle of miracles, ey@ne of them accepted me. But then it was a
guestion of choice. And Boston University, becaludiel want to practice in a small town, it had
been the dream of my life to have a law office snaall town, and . . . .

DN: Thiswas adreamas....?
FH: As a kid.
DN: ....asakid.

FH: In fact, | was in the fourth grade when my fatasked me, he said, “Floyd, what do you
want to do when you grow up?” And | said, “| wantbe a lawyer.” He said, “You want to be
what?” | said, “l want to be a lawyer.” He sdipu should do all right because there are a lot
of damn fools in that business.” | hope he waslikig, you know. But the truth of it is, Don, as
the years have gone by, I've seen the wisdom afdmearks.

DN: You were telling me before we started the forpeat of the interview about a comment
your father had made about his family, about hiks ki

FH: Yes, yeah. He said, was it the one about hd sivelve kids? “And there wasn’t a damn
fool among them, and not a single one of them waaili tonight.” And at the time it seemed
that he wasn’t bragging very much about, didn’ténewich to talk about. But really now it’s,
you know, if you raise that many kids and you kieim all out of jail, you'd be doing a pretty
good job now, really.



DN: Now, you mentioned Dick Dubord. How did you geknow Dick at that point?

FH: Well, I knew Dick because | knew his father. &ldrDubord, of course, campaigned. And
my father was not, was supposed to be nonpolitiBai all the people that ran for office used to
come to see him because, | mean, he was the ontgatavith the outside world that so many on
his route had. And so they would talk to him, &mely said, “Judd, who do you think | should
vote for?” And my father said, “Well, look, | carde political, you know that.” “We know that,
Judd, but just give us some ideas.” “Well,” hessdVll tell you, | would support that Pete but
he’s so damn crooked that | could never vote for.hiSo he’d just give little ideas like that, so
the people running for office came to see my father

And this is where | met Harold Dubord, becausedraecto visit my father, to get my father’s
support when he was running for a statewide offige, having known Harold, | mean, you
know, we knew the family too. And Harold Dubordnéan they, that Dubord family means so
much to me. When | completed law school | was dowthe Kennebec Superior Court and
Harold Dubord was there. And he was the kind gfiy, | mean, he’d met me on the farm, my
father had helped him as best he could, and heméered me. And that was one of the parts of
him that made him such a delightful person. Hd,s&loyd, well, | hear you made it.” And |
said, “Yes.” “Well,” he said, “when are you goit@gbe sworn in?” This is in October, and |
said, “Well | guess I've got to wait until the nesdssion of the Supreme Judicial Court, which
will be in October.” “Oh,” he says, “you don’t hato do that.” He says, “Those guys don’t
have much to do now,” he says, “I'll get togethespacial session to swear you in.” | said,
“Really?” “Yes,” he said, “I'll call them up,” heays, “they’re sitting at home hating
themselves. They're probably glad to get down bemvear you in.” So, he arranged for a
special session of the Supreme Judicial Court rtmhave me sworn in. And he did that.
And so, | mean, you know, the Dubords are, | fekuly grateful to him and so, and we became
close.

DN: I'd like to drop back a bit. You mentioned Cé&/Russell and working on a dairy farm
with him when you were in college?

FH: Correct, yeah. Well, | grew up on a dairy famd @hat summer | was at, before | went to
work for, went to Colby, | worked on a dairy farrAnd | put in an application for a job and he
had this opening where he was, you could work taar$ in the morning, two hours at night,
and all day Saturday. And you earned your boaddraom and five dollars a week, which
doesn’t seem like much but it seemed like a lohé&oat the time because your board and room
was a big item. And | had gotten a two hundredfdtyddollar scholarship from Colby, which
at that time, believe it or not, paid your tuitioB8o | worked for Clyde Russell and, on the farm
which was operated by his nephew, | think it's WaRussell. And they were splendid people.
And | was so fortunate to be able to be with thewh iawas a critical time in my life. | mean,
my mother, who had been ill for a few years, | mesdre died in November of 1941, you know,
my first year in college. And it was so devastgtamd they were there and they were good
friends. And, you know, they were there to comfod during this awful time that | was
experiencing. So | have deep affection for thesRls.



DN: Now, is this the same Clyde Russell who wag kexecutive secretary of the Teachers
Association?

FH: Yes, he was, yeah. And he was, at that timedsaprofessor at Colby College. Yeah,
that’s right. And coincidentally he was a Demogctab. And his son Ted, who | got acquainted
with on the farm there, Ted used to come over ag With the chores once in a while, and we
got acquainted.

DN: Now, you went to Boston University Law Schoataduated and passed the Bar, and were
sworn in in a special session of the Supreme JldBmurt. And did you come directly to
Aroostook?

FH: No, no, I didn’t. | practiced law from the fros¢at of a 1939 Ford from October, October,
November, December. But in the meantime | was kingearching out for jobs and I'd put in

this application for up here in Presque Isle. Buad never been to Aroostook. And, but | did
quite a chore, | was surprised at how much, becbawss known, my father was known, and |
could make a living right from my front seat of iagrd automobile. You know, | had a few
drunken driving cases | remember, | had a divoesecand | had an assault case. | mean, you
know, things that at the time you could do it scchneasier. Now you have to have all the books
and all the process. | mean, you could never db atthing. But | made my living those three
months practicing law in that manner.

And so | came up for the interview and Clifford Mtite was in charge of securing someone to
be, at that time it was dual role, credit manager assistant general counsel. George Blanchard
was the general counsel and | was to assist hind Harold Bryant was the general manager
and Frank Hussey was the president. And | waskpow, what privilege to be associated with,

| mean, they were legends in their time. And samkrwas, you know, | learned so much.

And if | may digress just a minute, this is thedkiof thing | learned from Frank Hussey. He
came in the office and talked to me, he liked tk ta everybody. And he says, “You know,
there’s a fellow working on the potato rack outréhand,” this kid, and he looked familiar, and
he says, “I know | should know him.” And he sa{/ould you find out who he is and you call
me?” And | remember my reaction. | had just sémvork there, maybe I'd worked there a
month. | said, “Well, he’s got a lot to do hadm&? President of this outfit asking me to find out
the name of some kid down there working on thetpatack.” So I, you know, he was the
president, he was my boss, and so | found outntfieenation, got the whole details and | called
him up. “Oh,” he said, “Il knew it.” He said, “Ydmow something? | went to school with that
boy’s father and | should have recognized the bd®o’then Frank came back and, you know,
said “hello” to the boy and said how much he’d gepbbeing with his father and so on. So
Frank, you know, this is the kind of lessons thiaakned there and there are some valuable
lessons. And Frank and I, of course, became fieatls and, you know, over the years. And
truly he was a legend in his time.

DN: CIiff Mclintire at that time had what position?

FH: He was assistant general manager, and | beletd-tank Fellows as | remember was the



representative. And | think he died. But anywgre was a vacancy and there was a special
election, and Clifford Mclntire ran against Woodkptbelieve, from Bangor, in the special
election. And Mcintire won and he became a corsgnes and he served as Republican
congressman. And he served, let’s see, until hegainst Ed Muskie in 1964.

DN: Their paths crossed again on a number of oagasio

FH: What, me and Mcintire? Oh, yeah, Cliff McintiteJisagreed with him philosophically,
but CIiff Mcintire was a magnificent person. | meae knew everybody. He was considerate
of your feelings or your needs, and | mean, hejustsa kind of a diplomat that, | mean, you
were bound to love him even though you disagredl wm politically. And I, it was tough for
me in a way to work against Cliff when he was rugnior office, but he seemed to forgive me.
| mean, afterwards we were still friends. But @&satough to work against him. But | just, he
was for all those things | was against, you knoalitisally, and so it was tough. It was tough.

DN: When you came to the county, when did you @edtinvolved in politics?

FH: Well, quite soon. | think it was like in ‘51,05r somewhere in there. They had a
Republican meeting and | went to this Republicaetmg. And | remember old Herb Kitchett.
He was a retired state senator and he was presidingd they were talking about what they were
going to do and | had some suggestions about wkgtghould do which were not in keeping
with the Republican suggestions. And they saidellyyou know, we won up here for the, over
fifty years, so we must be doing something rightnean, we don’t go for this radical stuff like
you're talking about, and that’s why we’ve won."ndso, | remember old Herb Kitchett said,
“Now who is that anyway?” And they said, “He’s newNew?” He said, “Do you spell that
with a K or a G?” So, there were some Gnews, wiith, the name, up here. So the thought
occurred to me at that time that nobody is goinghange the Republican Party from within.
The only way that you would change them is to tteiedhem with defeat from outside. Then
they would have to move or to do some things therewnore progressive. And so right then it
sort of cast the die of what | felt that my positiwas.

DN: Who were some of the Democrats who were acti\erésque Isle?

FH: Well, we didn’'t have very many. Very few. Thavas, Orrin J. Bishop was the
postmaster, and his son James Bishop who, he didy’'much about his politics because he was
kind of embarrassed to be a Democrat. And theseKeen Colbath who ran for Congress, and
Joe Freeman who ran for a lot of offices and wasmccessful in making them, and myself. And
that was just about the core of the Democrats ohiedurse their respective spouses. And, well,
that was just about it.

DN: Now when you, you worked for the potato growaand then in ‘54 you said you started
practice. Did you get any advice on what you’déntvdo to succeed in private practice here?

FH: Didn’tltellyou....?

DN: Before we started.



FH: Oh, | see, okay, yes, | did. Yes, very kind obiyo refresh my recollection. | told you that
George Blanchard, who was a, my mentor, | meamgKdd to George for advice and guidance
and, you know, do the things that you do in pra&ctind the strategic moves that you make. And
so, and he was very good to me and he was alsdiraty So, | asked him what | should do and
he said, “There’s three things you must do if yantto succeed. If you want to set up your
own office and succeed, there’s three things yogoto do.” “Well, tell me what they are.”

He said, “You've got to join the Congregational @ty the Rotary Club, and the Republican
Party.” And | says, “Suppose | don’t do those ¢hiteings, what will happen?” And of course
time has shown how wise he was. He said, “If yoo'ddo those things, life will always be very
difficult for you in Presque Isle and you’ll alwaps very poor.”

DN: But you've had quite a substantial role in tbenmunity in spite of those failings.

FH: Yes, that's true, | had those handicaps, you kntiweminds me of the kids, we would,
you criticize the kids for growing the long haigyknow. And so, they wanted to be
themselves and they wanted to succeed in spiteesétso-called handicaps. And so it made it
all the more joyful for me to be a Democrat antbécable to do these things in spite of the fact,
you know, that | was a Democrat. But | didn’t wéaosn my sleeve. | mean, | didn’t offend
people, saying, “You know, I'm a Democrat.” Youdm, | tried to work with the community
leaders and get along.

DN: Now in 1954 you opened your practice in October?
FH: Correct.

DN: That was a month after Ed Muskie was electecguwr. Had you been active in his
campaign?

FH: Yeah, | tried to help a little on the, secretbuyknow. | mean, | was with a Republican
organization. Frank Hussey then was a Republal@dmyugh he was a closet Democrat really, |
found out. But you had to be careful. But I trtecbe helpful and, in small ways. And there
were some people | remember that wanted to mebtS@hator Muskie and then, he wasn't, he
was lawyer Muskie then. They wanted to meet with. hAnd one of them was Harley Welch,
who was a director of Maine Potato Growers, antldabeen on the governor’s council on the,
he served in Augusta also as a state senator.h@rehd Burton Cross did not get along. And
Harley Welch hated Burton Cross, who was Gov. Meiskbopponent. So he and several of his
friends wanted to meet with Muskie, but they did want to have, to meet publicly with Ed.
And so Harley asked if | had any connections anddfuld arrange for, they had a hotel room, if
| could arrange for Muskie to meet them there anhibtel room where nobody would see them.
And | was awfully offended by it. But Muskie saftNo,” he says, “that doesn’t bother me a
bit,” he said. “If | have to meet them in the batbm, that's fine, that's where I'll meet them.”
So it didn’t trouble him a bit. He met with themcdahe gained their support.

DN: You had an opportunity in the 1954 campaignliseove Republicans in this community
and their reactions to the gubernatorial campaatgg to the House and Senate campaigns. Do



you recall any other events of that season, orlpespo got involved one way or the other?

FH: Well, | mean, Muskie was the fellow we talked aty&d was so colorful. He and Dick
McMahon were campaigning up here and they, you kilogy just had the car they came up in.
And they tell about this, and they told it on Migsksomebody who was at the Catholic church
when he went to mass. And they passed the catebbx, and McMahon had a dollar he was
going to put in. And Muskie was broke and so laktine dollar away from Dick and he put it
in. And McMahon said, “Look, you took my dollawhat did you do that for?” And Muskie
says, “I'm the candidate, you're not.” So, thatvgame of the kind of little things that were told
and it gave people a smile, you know.

And he was, this is not a plus | suppose in bugdip Muskie, but Burt Cross was a very hated
person. | mean, he went out of his way to irrifggeple. Like, we had a sanitarium here for the
TB. And he came and says, “Look, it's a waste ohey.” And he said, “I have to tell you
frankly, if I'm governor I’'m going to close it.” inean, this is the way he handled things, so he
managed to antagonize people. And it was the seagevith roads or what have you. | mean,
and so he was very much disliked. And so a Iqteafple felt at the time that it wasn’t a vote so
much for Muskie as it was a vote against the hBtad Cross. But they felt comfortable. They
didn’t think Muskie would betray them or anythinghey felt very comfortable because he was
a man of integrity and he’d do a good job.

DN: Where did they get their impressions of him?

FH: Oh, he campaigned up here. You know, he westtiherary; he went to church, met
people on the street, and of course he would knberevpeople would gather. | remember it
was up in the big church that’s up in the Northikar Road. And he could, seemed to managed
to have his campaign be there just so that whenhhbech let out. | mean, he would just happen
to be there and he would meet the people. Andsthia way that he, he was a very adept
campaigner. So most everybody felt that eithey theel met him or that they had, or one of their
friends.

But something happened at this time that changedvtiole thrust of campaigning in Maine, as
far as so many people thought that they knew Muskieere TV. | mean, Muskie would be
interviewed on TV and he came across very wethean, he was very telegenic and people that
hadn’t even met him, they thought they had metlhémause they saw him on TV. And so he,
this was the beginning of the revolution as facampaigning was concerned of using TV. And
he used it sparingly because he didn’t have anyemoBut he knew how to get interviewed,

you know, he knew how to make the news. And ofsethey were glad to have some news,
and so. | mean, he was just a super campaignenepdt everything together in a superb
manner, and he won.

DN: Had you met him at all during the time when teswith the OPS?
FH: Yes, | did. Yes, | did meet Senator Muskie wherwas with the OPS. He was, we met

him down in Portland and we had problems with inipggrice controls on potatoes. | mean,
we'd just had a decent year and we’d gone througimtelligible word ) and prices went up.



And what happens? Truman puts on price contratsd so Senator Muskie was, you know, he
was the OPS director | believe in charge of theestiMaine. And so | went down with them
and tried to, you know, remonstrate with him. Armdsays, “Well, you know, it's a matter of the
war. And you know when you create a war, we'vegatito do our part.” And | said, “Well,

Mr. Muskie, there’s price controls that you've inggal on potatoes that are fresh fruit and
vegetables.” And he says, “That’s right.” “But s@ed potatoes, Muskie, Senator Muskie, Mr.
Muskie, on seed potatoes there are no price cantight?” He says, “No, no, that's not a
necessity.” | said, “Isn’t it going to be diffiduto tell whether these potatoes are sold as seed o
as table stock?” He said, “You see an openingethaon’t you?” So, for some reason from then
on we had the largest export of potatoes | believ&roostook County for seed that we'd ever
had in any other year.

DN: Did the potato industry have its dealings wiittm primarily through the Portland office, or
did he come up to the county?

FH: Oh, he came to the county, and he’d face thedesmght down. | remember him being, it
was a very hostile crowd and | spoke on behalhefdotato farmers, of what they had endured
and how unfairly they were being victimized nowtas time. And, you know, | whooped up
quite a rally. But | still remember of what finesyou know, he handled it. | mean, in the later
days he would have gotten mad, but he didn’t dttthree. | mean, he spoke so caring and
compassionate. And he says, “This is hard forariethere.” He says, “I know the pains that
you people have been through and your difficultieg,remember, we'’re in a war, and,” he says,
“we have some of our young men who are paying ltiate price. And so some of us are
being asked to make a relatively small sacrifid@d so,” he said, “I hope that you'll be
understanding of it.” Well, | mean, he won thevedoover. He won them over and they came
and shook hands with him and they understood. wustill sold . . . .

End of Sde One
Sde Two
DN: ....the second side of the first tape withyE Harding on the 10th, the 9th rather, of

October, 1998. Floyd, we were talking while wenea the tape about your experience at Colby
particularly in January semester of ‘46. And yoemtioned two professors, Wilkinson and Paul
Fullam.

FH: Well, to get there within the right order, Prafes Wilkinson was my professor when | was
a freshman, that was before | went in the Army.d Rnofessor Fullam was my professor during
that time when, that | had come back to Colby. AadProfessor Fullam gave a course in, like
administrative law. And it seemed like it was thest disjointed thing you could ever imagine.
| mean, you study the Congressional Records herelook this up, you study Machiavelli, you
know, and all this stuff. And, but it all kind ptilled together, you made sense of it at the end,
of what he was talking about. And so it was justbsolutely magnificent experience to study
with him.

And, God rest his soul, I, he gave an exam angstthappened | was lucky because | had
studied the things that he asked the questionstadmd | hit it right on the nose. And you



know, you could tell when you hit an exam good.dAw® said, “Floyd, | have something to
apologize to you.” | said, “What's that, profesgdbrHe said, “I lost your, the results of your
test.” | said, “You did what?” He said, “You'lidve to take the test again.” And I said, “I will
not take that test again, professor.” | said,dindpled and | won, | took that once, now you'’re
going to ask me some other questions that | woudd,know, struggle through.” And I says, “I
took the gamble and | won.” He said, “How did ytbink you did on that test?” He says, “I'll
tell you what I'll do with you, I'll give you a Bbecause | know you worked hard and you
deserve it.” | said, “No, you won't give me a B+,3aid, “you’ll give me an A+ because | hit
that right on the nose.” He said, “| don’t giveyandy an A+, but I'll give you an A.” So,
anyway, | spoke, | wouldn’t have said that to hirhhadn’t been in the Army and so on. But
anyway he did the right thing. And, but did younivene to recite that thing about Professor
Wilkinson again?

DN: Ohyes, I think that's . . ..

FH: Well, Professor Wilkinson was a magnificent pesia and he made you feel that you were
participating in history. And some people, songeiffes in history didn’t measure up to the
historical standards and others exceeded thenieowias so contemptuous of those who had
failed. And this one particular day, the profedsad to have a little bit of brandy to take the
palpitations off his heart. And, so he wouldninember whether he’d taken one shot or two
shots or three shots.

But on that particular day | think he’d taken abtiwee shots because he really was in good
shape for that lecture. And | can remember the eaysed to speak, because they didn’t have
Poli-Grip and the false teeth, you know, you hatital of hold your teeth. And so he was
there, (nimics voice) “And what was Buchanan doing while he was waifimigLincoln to be
inaugurated?” he says. “I'll tell you what Buchaneas doing, he was just settin’ on his
goddamned ass at the White House.” He said, “Noys land girls, don’t you write that down,
but you can always remember that’s what he wasydoi§o this is the kind of a professor,
though, the way he taught, he made everything snarable and so important. And his tests, |
mean, this is a test | still remember. The teggdnee us for the finals was this one question, an
essay question: compare and contrast the Elizabetta with the New Deal era. That was the
guestion.

DN: And this was when you were first a student dbZ»
FH: That's right, that’s correct, yeah.
DN: Do you think you answered it then as you mightehin 19467

FH: Probably not. But | got an A so, you know, itsagood enough; it was good enough then.
Incidentally, you know, going to Colby, we did & & essays and | don’t know if they do that
any more or not, but you had to write them out.wNou type them out of course but, but | kept
all of the papers that | had submitted in for essa§nd then when | went back after the war, |
took those back. And | had this little deal arsdid, “Look, I've got these papers here and I'll,
this is the program you can have. If this paper sebmitted, and of course you would revise,



I’m sure, you would not submit the same paper ] gadi’d do some revisions, but if you submit
it and you get an A you owe me five bucks. If yai a B you owe me three bucks; if you get a
C, adollar. Ifit's less than that you don’'t ome anything.” It was amazing. Some of the
papers that | got a C on, when they took them,'thggt an A on. And some of my A’s that
they would submit, turned out to be C’s. And luykanow, it just, how it hit a particular
professor.

And | know one, for example, | was, | submittedstbhe about getting up on the farm. And, you
know, how the cows would switch their tail and wiitie urine on the tail hit you on the face and
so on, and it was quite a challenge. And this\gag a city boy, and | remember | got a C- on
that. He said, “I thought it was very flippant aywl were not being grateful for what you had in
life. You were being very ungrateful, so it wasyw#ippant.” But a kid submitted that and his
professor had grown up on a farm; he got an Ae.,. yBu know, it's the perception of who sees
what you do and it makes such a difference. Isdoehe law now and it does in life and
political campaigns and everything else.

DN: You took a course in administrative law from fieéssor Fullam in spring of ‘46, and then
eight years later he was on the campaign traitl H& remember you when he came
campaigning in Presque Isle?

FH: You know, | don’t remember. | don’t remember tireg him in Presque Isle. 1, it just

didn’t work out that way. | saw him, you know, nyaimes after | got out of school, but | don’t
remember, | can’t tie him in to the campaign. n camember how Margaret Smith, you know,

he was campaigning and was criticizing her andcsinee back on him and just devastated him.
She said, “Well, | couldn’t have been too bad bseatou signed my nomination papers.” Poor
Paul, he was such an honest, decent guy, you kiBut/she was a, she could be ruthless and she
didn’t resist the opportunity. But | don’t rememla¢ meeting him. And I'm sorry, I've seen

him on several other occasions but on the camgaign’t remember.

DN: And what was it like from your perspective foerKColbath to campaign in ‘54?

FH: Oh, gee, Ken, you know Ken Colbath’s most effecttampaigning was by radio. He had
a very good radio voice and he had a very good agesthat he delivered, and he was very
effective in his radio appeal. Campaigning on@e; Ken didn’t, people didn’t take him
serious enough. Of course, | just saw him campaggim Presque Isle and of course everybody
knew him. But on radio, | mean, he came acrogsdiknillion bucks.

DN: You've mentioned radio and television as impatria that campaign.

FH: Right.

DN: Did people pay attention to it in different weysm today?

FH: Oh, yeah. | mean, it was simple back then. kuwaw, you got on and you stated your

position and you didn’t slash your opponent, yad séat you were for. | don’t think Muskie, |
don’t ever remember him criticizing anybody elsey know, in what he said. | mean, he said



what he thought some of the problems were and letalked with people and some of their
concerns. You know, you're talking about somettimag happened fifty years ago, you know.
But | don’t ever remember of him in that early cagm of ever even mentioning his opponents,
saying nothing about, you know, slashing them up.

DN: Now, between 1954 when Ed Muskie was electe@igmr and 1964 when you ran for the
state Senate, what was happening to the Demoé&ratty in Presque Isle and what role did you

play?

FH: Well, we had a registration drive. And when t gno politics we were outnumbered here
in Presque Isle about three to one. And we dat aflregistration of people and going into the
‘64 campaign we reduced the odds. | think we veerteumbered something like two to one.
But it was still a Republican town, but | was rumpicounty wide and | noticed the returns, the
county wide returns. And we had a fellow by theneaof Lamerons (?) that ran and he came
close, because we had the valley. That turnettentendous Democratic vote. And Caribou
and Presque Isle were still basically Republicam he came close and | observed that. And |
said, “You know, if we could just cut down the miargome here in Presque Isle and Caribou,
we can win those senate seats.” You wouldn’t haveake that much difference, because he
didn’t do hardly anything. It was just, you knahe trend.

So we did have registration drives and we . L remember we had, Kennedy had become
President and he was assassinated, and it was ldgend. And we ran, | mentioned, you know,
| talked like Kennedy talked about, you know, théH in our country and of course Martin
Luther King, you know, “I have a dream.” But it sva very idealistic, we were very idealistic at
that time. And we never put our opponents dowallyeand truly, we never did that. And so in
Presque Isle in ‘64, in that, even with that lar#si’'m not sure | carried Presque Isle. But |
came so close with that huge margin that we halarvalley that if you could just draw even,
so, | mean, the margin here in Aroostook was. . \We had plurality here. See, Elmer Violette
and | had won by about five thousand votes countiewSo we did, and when we served, Don,
this is the thing, people were worried about whatDemocrats would do and Senator Muskie
was worried about what we’'d do. | mean, he usduht@ gatherings down there and try and tell
us about what, you know, be careful with this andhds or that.

DN: What sort of advice did he give you? Do youeearher some of the ... .?

FH: Yes, | do remember. He said, “You know, what poght to do,” he said, “is pass John
Reed’s budget and go home.” He said, “You know/'tiget into a lot of these things that are
going to get you in trouble.” Because he didndaonfidence that, we were new and he
thought we’d make some terrible blunder. And sal ke (gathered force ?unintelligible

word). And | thought that it was demeaning becausethss was there. And so | told him, we
thanked him for his assistance. “But,” | said, ij)know, Senator, we, some of us have labored
in the vineyards a lifetime, and here we are andhaxee an opportunity to do some of those
things we’d like to do.” And | said, “If | try tetop these people, they're idealistic, they want to
do these things.” And say . . ..

For example, we didn’t have vocational educatioMaine at that time, you know. We didn’t



have the vocational schools and we didn’t have,lgraw, on the high school level, and a lot of
us wanted to start that going. And there was thtbgementally retarded, | mean they were, and
the people that had mental illnesses. | mean,weg incarcerated, they were in horrible
conditions. And we wanted to address those thiegsiuse we had the chance to do it. And
Senator Muskie was not pleased with . . .. “Welsaid, you know, “have confidence in us,
have faith in us, the people have sent us hereeally we won't make any terrible mistakes, but
we want to address those missions that we’'ve had.”

And so it came out very well. The 102nd legislatwas very well regarded and | remember
they came down to celebrate what had happenedoaod. sAnd Senator Muskie was there and
so | said, to him, | said, “Senator, | know youlvad, were very concerned about this but,” |
said, “all of us want to thank you for your helpdaadvice.” And he could take the, you know,
the jibe. He was good-humored about it and it vwdriut very well. But he was very afraid of
what we would do. But he was very pleased withtwiedid do.

DN: Do you think his fear was related to what heardgd as the inexperience of the
Democrats who were in the majority, or was it sdrimgt out of his experience in negotiating
with the Republicans?

FH: Well, when Senator Muskie, when he was electetddegislature in Waterville, and there
weren’t very many Democrats in the legislaturet apuandful. And he was probably the one
legislator of stature that was there at that tiamethe Democratic Party. And the other
Democrats were from areas that were overwhelmibgimocratic and they didn’t always get the
best person to, out to represent them. And sdhatas fearful when he served of their stature
and so he sort of carried the ball for everybodyast. And so he, | think, did not appreciate

that there was a different set of, different pedb& were there in 1964 than were there when he
was there in the early ‘50s.

DN: In 1965 you were the majority leader in the $ena
FH: Yes, | was.
DN: And who was the president of the Senate?

FH: [ Carleton] Bud Reed from Woolich. Splendid guydat was one of the privileges of my
lifetime to have someone like that to work witherRember, | had no legislative experience and
| was in there as the majority leader. And withButl to guide me, | was hopeless, and got into
a catastrophe. But we worked it day by day anddabislature really isn’t that complicated. |
mean, you know, it’s, you know, we’ve all belongedtlubs, we've had the president and we’ve
had the secretary and got used to recognizing peopl so. But it was a magnificent experience
and | always cherish it, and | call that the poasd the glory.

You know, you, people want to get your opinion.eyhry to interview you on TV and all this
fame, and you forget your priorities. Like, myqoities, | mean, | had a wife and | had nine kids
and that’s what | should have been concerned aliduitbeing in the legislature with all these
opportunities to do all these things, | mean, llydast sight of what was really important. But



for a little while I had fun.

DN: You were there three terms.

FH: Correct.

DN: And the second term, second and third termsmene there with a Democratic governor.
FH: Correct.

DN: What was the difference between, or what wesalifferences between Ken Curtis and
Ed Muskie as governors?

FH: Well, you see, | wasn't there under, when Muskies governor. See, | wasn't in the
legislature, so | don’t know.

DN: But you observed it from here.

FH: Yeah, right. But Ed Muskie was hands-on, | méenused to go right down, you know, to
the Appropriations Committee. | mean, they teJllad’d go right down where the
Appropriations Committee was meeting, put his fegit up on the desk and talk to them about,
you know, what the needs were and what they conlandl how they could do it. And, you
know, he was right there. | mean, Ken Curtis angjovernor before or since Ed Muskie had
ever dared to do that. But he had a feel fordalse he had served in the legislature, he was
one of them. So he knew enough of them there,ciddrgo down and talk with them. So he
was very effective. | think Muskie got done mogerything that he wanted done with a
Republican legislature because he was so effeictiealing with them.

Ken Curtis, of course he had a Republican legistadund they didn’t, you know, they felt that he
was, you know, not deserving. | mean, he didmiehthe experience and he hadn’t been a
legislator, and so he had a rough go of it whewag governor. And his recommendations were
not seriously considered sometimes, particularlgnvhe proposed an income tax. | mean, there
was almost a revolution. But Ken was persistéatd | remember we had the battle with him,
and we couldn’t agree on a budget and the questijowhere do we go from here?” And Ken
was going to call them together and blast themd Rsaid, “Oh, don't do that, no, no, no. |
mean, these people, they may be disagreeablehdylte all sincere. They all feel that what
they’re doing is the right thing. So, Governokgde, thank them all. Say, ‘we haven't been
able to agree, but there’ll be another day andhemndime, we’ll go back and we’ll try it again.”
And so | think it was about sixty days or ninetyd after that, they called them back in special
session with a proposed budget. And they boughhd we went home in no time.

So, it was trial and error, but Ken got to be gabdut it, | mean, you know, after, the last two
years that he was governor. | think that he gattrtfings done that he wanted done. In fact,
the last two years of his being, his first termglo¢ done what | never imagined any governor
could ever get done, he got passed an incomeAad.never in history had a governor ever
been reelected who had imposed a new tax. Andstawlose call, but Ken Curtis was



reelected governor after he had proposed and gsedaan income tax. So you’d have to say
overall that Ken Curtis got to be very effectiveaagovernor, and he got some major programs
passed.

But, you see, when Muskie was governor, thoughribd for very little things. He didn’t try for
these big major things like Ken Curtis did, likeuyknow, rebuilding the university, for
example, and dealing with our institutions, our taémstitutions and so on, the road programs.
| mean, these were major undertakings and Ken wmgs very successful in it. But this is not to
diminish what Senator Muskie had, | say, Governaiskie did in his time, because what he did
was very much of an accomplishment at that time.

DN: When the income tax was passed, you were atsorrg for reelection.
FH: When the income tax was passed, I’'m sorry.
DN: Sixty-, didn’t you run in ‘68?

FH: [did, but on that one | was defeated, | didnitwhat time. And then | ran again in 1970
and | was elected, right, yeah, correct.

DN: Was the income tax a factor in your defeat?

FH: I wouldn’t blame anybody, | mean, | didn’t handleight. | mean, you know, | can look
back and | didn’t put enough time in it and it wdBsngs were not going our way very well in
‘68. You know, we had the Vietham War, and it waarDemocratic tide exactly.

DN: During the period when you were in the legisiatand thereafter when Ed Muskie was
senator from Maine, there were a number of issussaffected this community; federal
programs and questions like the closing of thedqredsle Air Force Base. Were you involved
in those from the community’s point of view?

FH: I was. And overall | must say that Senator Maskas absolutely magnificent. | mean,
you may or you may not recall that we had a rallyJack Kennedy at the Presque Isle Air Force
Base in September of 1960, and it was one of thgesit political rallies in the history of
Aroostook County. We had fifteen thousand pedmde turned out for that rally. And | had a
chance to meet him and shake hands with him. Alnaeler forget it but, | mean, you know,

his brothers, you've met Ted and you met Bobby, thegt were light-skinned like we are.

But Jack, he had this skin that was tinted likératian, it was dark. And | think it was the
medication that he was taking for his illness thatde his, but the result of it was that he, it was
a striking figure. | mean, with his little, hisihavas a little grey in it, you know, flecks, artet
wind blowing through it and it was still a kind afreddish, and his blue eyes. And | mean he
just was a striking person to meet and to talkltmean, you, he just captivated that crowd. And
he appealed to, you know, the better side. Anehaoy of us got into politics because of John
Kennedy and what he stood for, and of course beimgrtyr and you know, from the grave, |
mean.



So, but to continue, not digress here, one ofitkethings that President Kennedy did when he
got elected is, he closed this Air Force Base,rhigsile base. So Muskie, of course Jack and Ed
were friends, and Muskie said, “You know, they mgdde a rally for you there, Mr. President,
there in Presque Isle. One of the first things gous to close the base.” He said, “What are we
going to do?” And the president said, “Senator Kfieiswe will do anything it's possible legally

to do to help those people.” He said, “You arespgkesman and whatever you tell me is
appropriate, that is what we will do.”

And so, | mean, we wanted the base turned oveaniwe hired Jim Keefe to be the one that
would be the promoter of this. We wanted the ltag®eed over, given to the city of Presque Isle,
and we’d operate it and so forth. And so it wagiestion of price. Well, you know, it was a
multi-million dollar base. But the issue was, anelsaid to Senator Muskie, | said, “You know,
we could never pay this, but the government hagpaion: if they let us have it, they’ll get
income tax and they’ll get tax revenue from thisdalf it sets there, they’ll get nothing andlit’l
just grow up to bushes and so on and nobody wilaggthing. So most urgent for us is to get
that base in hand so it will be utilized.” So, werked it out, and we got that base for sixty-five
thousand dollars, for transfer. And there wasreeggor on it that the government, |1 don’t know
whether they knew about it or not, but, whetheytthiel or not, we sold that to Maine Public
Service, that generator, for about the price it aggo buy the base. And then we tried to make
use of the facilities.

Of course the airport we made the Northern Maingiét&al Airport. But there were some
buildings there where the troops, the Air Force staged, and we wanted to establish there the
Northern Maine Technical Institute. So we workedlwat and lo and behold, we got the state to
authorize the Northern Maine Technical Instituéend now about, approximately eight thousand
kids have graduated from that Northern Maine Texdirinstitute. And they have, instead of
getting the minimum wage, they’re getting wages li&n to fifteen dollars an hour because they
have become professionals. So it turned out, antlad some industries up there, and it turned
out to be a very, very productive thing. And Prestsle was named one of the all-American
cities later on for the efforts which we accompéidtihere in transforming that old air base to a
productive facility.

And everything that we asked of Senator Muskieybeked with us hand-in-hand. And all |

can say about Senator Muskie and the endeavoithétiPresque Isle Air Force Base, he was
truly magnificent, truly so. And he won the peopfehere. | mean, Muskie, whenever he ran, it
was a Republican city but he always carried Pressjadbecause he was above politics. And
people here, the old Republicans like Dr. Boonepl®eme, he said, “I didn’t vote for you but |
voted for Ed Muskie.” And people always say, yowWw, they voted for Ed Muskie instead of
with the Republicans. So, | mean, he was a belpeeson, for good reason, to the people of
Presque Isle.

DN: There were several leading Republicans in Peetgla who became open supporters, as |
recall. |think of Harry Umphrey, Wendell Philigsrank Hussey who of course became a
Democrat, or | should say revealed his Democrdtilagion.



FH: Frank Hussey, God love him, he invited me ovahi® Republican group over there. And

| enjoyed being with him and so on. Of course thaye me a hard time because | was the only
Democrat that he invited that day. So he asketbrstay after everyone had left. He said,
“There’s something | want to show you.” This waghe ‘50s and he was a Republican, one of
the leading Republicans. So we went upstairs anaplened this closet door and on the inside of
that closet door was a picture of Franklin D. Ree#e So | was kidding Frank about coming

out of the closet, you know, so yeah.

DN: What was it that appealed to people like Harmyglirey and Wendell Philips?

FH: Well, even though they liked to, they were cdmits. And Muskie, you know, doing what
he did for that air base, | mean, that was foraig\enterprise. And people here, industries
prospered by virtue of what he had done to estalitiat base for us. And so he was working for
things which they could understand. And Muskie wager, you know, in his public life, he

was never controversial. And so, | mean, he wesaldsomething and because he said it, it
seemed so right and so true and so decent ancesehended. | mean, he could read from the
Sears Roebuck catalogue and he could make it gmehound. True. | mean, he was a gifted
speaker and he could put things in a, no, he wiasé@ here in the community and he helped us
so much he should have been. But lots of timesnyay do things that you deserve a lot for, but
you still don’t get the credit for it. But he dadlot for us, and he got the credit for it, andlwel
deserved.

DN: A less happy enterprise was the sugar beet rgentu

FH: Yes, yeah, that was, | mean, he did try that. alVeied, but it just was not to be. And the
people that were trying to grow the sugar beetshemag in charge, | mean, they didn’t
understand the industry. And, you know, they weagning it and they didn’t understand about
the weather up here and how you've got to growbtiets. And it just didn't click, that’s all.

And Fred Vahlsing was in charge of it, he was Hidnt man, but Fred Vahlsing had the ability
to offend even those who were working with him. dAgo it, you know, it just was one of those
things that, some things are just not to be. Awdsugar beet industry, well, you know, was a
failure here. And probably even the most geniogghed person in the world could never make
it come to pass because we had the weather probtemany other problems.

DN: You've talked about the legislature and somthefpeople that you worked with, and you
also have talked about the, getting in the votes fthe valley in contrast to the Republican
domination of central Aroostook. What kind of &at®nship did you have over the years with
the politicians from the valley; Elmer Violette,tably, and John Martin?

FH: Well, they were my friends. | mean, we workegeiher and we campaigned together.
And Elmer, you know, we walked side by side throtighvalley campaigning. And I'll never
forget --- we were campaigning up there for soneetedn, forgive me, | don’t remember which
one it was. But the sisters came out and they Satd, EImer, we're so glad that you're
running.” And of course he introduced me to thanyg they said, “Oh yes, we’re glad you're
running, too, Mr. Harding. But Elmer, we’re so @fal,” and they said, “we’re all going to pray
for you, Elmer.” And Elmer said, “Thank you veryuaoh sisters but | do hope you’ll remember



to vote for me also.” So we always campaignedémalley. My wife was a very good
campaigner, one of the best campaigners I've emmpaigned with.

And so, John Martin, you know, he was twenty-onemhe was elected to the legislature, and
that was when | was majority leader. At that timtie,hard to believe, but John listened more
than he talked. And he just seemed to be soalpreyarything you said. Emilien Levesque
was a majority leader in the Maine House and henembwith John Martin. And of course
Emilien was very helpful in Madawaska, you knowgtid out the vote because he was the
majority leader. And so we did, we worked veryselly with the people in the valley because
we owed our election of course to their votes.ebm that, if it hadn’t been for them, we’d
never have made it. And we were mindful of that.

And I'll never forget, John used to ride back aadh sometimes with us. And my wife and |
were down and John rode back with us, and we wathis restaurant. And, John always
called my wife “Mum”. And so the waitress saidnbe, she said, “Is this your son?” | said, “Oh
yes, of course he’s our son, absolutely.” She, S&ell it's lucky for him, isn't it, that he took
his looks from his mother and not from his fathe®, but John was, | mean, he was a worker
and so sincere and so idealistic. And, | meanjatmivilege it was to have somebody like that
helping you in his bailiwick.

So we did very well in the elections where we ramacounty wide, but then it got to be we got
reapportioned and we had to run in districts. Aadhe time | got defeated | ran in the district
of Fort Fairfield, Caribou and Presque Isle, whathhat time would have been a Republican
district. So | was defeated, but | didn’t wantétire defeated. And so we started a little
registration program and | ran again. And | thigsyched my opponent out.

My opponent was George Barnes and he’d see me @it office and he says, “How are you
doing?” “Oh, George,” | says, “l can’t believetilese people that want to be a Democrat.” |
says, “Republicans re-enrolling and,” | says, “wstjtake in these re-enroliments every week,”
and | said, “this is going to be good. | mean, knaw, before, you Republicans outnumbered
us but we’re doing very, very well, George. Andiye going to be so proud of how many
Democrats will be turning out to vote.” And | wdulevery time I'd see him I'd tell him how
well we were doing. And he went to his doctorwes having problems. And his doctor told
him that this stress is too much and you shoultdviéw. So George withdrew as a candidate
opposing me. And Sam Albert of Caribou, was a gomtd-getter too, he took George’s place.
And this time | won. So | wanted to retire as angr, not as a loser, and that | did.

DN: You retired as a winner and since then you'venban observer of politics in the county.
How have politics changed since, let's take twdieadates, ‘54 and ‘64, and today?

FH: Well, when we ran in these, when | was runninggehn, this business about the attack ads
and so on, | mean, that, we didn’t do that. | meanhad our own program. And when | ran for
reelection, | just told on TV ads what I'd donentys I'd worked on. And the Republicans
always thought that that was, you know, | was cliagroo much credit. But I didn’t claim

credit. | said, ‘While | was in the legislaturbese are some of the things that happened.” And
so they would attack me that | was taking too mergdit. But that worked out good for me



because | got the double spin on it, you see,wowb didn’t do that. | mean, it wasn't the
attack thing when I ran. It wasn’t ever in my cangms. But it got to be, after | got out of
office.

| did some absentee ballots and they were fedréilltd be running again for it. And so | was
invited over to this Republican house, residenzé¢ake an absentee ballot. So we always
canvassed them, you know, before you go pick upuBlican vote or canvas it, see, “Well, is
there some people there that are going to looklkiod some Democrats at least?” And this
woman says, “Oh yes, we’re going to vote straighiriocratic ticket.” “Oh good, I'll be over.”
So | went over and there were a lot of people thsrebservers. And | says, “Well, can we go in
another room, you know, so you can vote in privatdfd she said, “No, | want to vote here

and | want you to tell me how to vote.” So | pidkep, | could sense a trap right there, so |
picked up the ballot and | said, “I think you hagtter call the Republican committee to come
here, to give help.” She says, “Well, you haveigbt to leave,” she says, “you came to take my
ballot.” | says, “Well, you have somebody else epinchoose not to take your ballot.” See, this
was a set-up. And | mean, they would have swotrma@momplaint against me, that | had tried to
influence her voting. You know, | could senselitmean, it was a poorly set trap. But that was
the kind of thing that was strange, that, you knew ,would oppose each other but we wouldn’t
try to put each other in jail.

But now, with the attack ads and so on, what thegyatdo is get your opponent in jail, which is,
you know, it’s just a horrendous change for thesttoBecause, like | said about Germany, |
mean, we want people to run for office, that's hegvprotect our freedoms. But now in public
life you take such horrendous abuse that it's bdorzk discouraging to decent people. You
know, for their wives, their children and so onp®subjected to what you’re subjected to is just
unmerciful.

DN: As you look back, Floyd, what strikes you asrtggor set of contributions Ed Muskie
made to Maine?

FH: Well, one thing, he made it a two-party state ymal can’t argue with that. And because
it's a two-party state, you've got the competitiofhat’'s what | always argue with people. |
mean, you've got no competition for anything in gwitical world if they take it for granted,

and they have never been able to take Maine fartgda And like, for example, they get Bath
Iron Works, you know, to get the commitment to tlaése government programs. And here in
Presque Isle, | mean, we have the ACAP programiwisia major source of income here for
people and the good that it brings. So it's thegetition between the parties has brought us
benefits which we would never have had withoutike Senator Snowe and Senator Collins are
still interested in trying to get things for theear which back when I first got in, the Republicans
never tried to get anything to the area. You knlowean, you just, they'd just say, “Well we
tried but we couldn’t do it,” and that was all theds expected. But now people expect results
and they expect, and of course Senator Muskiéneedtndard. | mean, he was able to produce.

And when George Mitchell was majority leader, tleepected George Mitchell would be able to
save the Loring Air Force Base because, in thatibadof Ed Muskie. And so they were



terribly let down that George wasn’t able to preedroring Air Force Base. And they said, if
Ed Muskie had been there we’d have kept Loring.c@irse they forget that Carter kept it for
another eight years for them when Ford was goirgiase it. But that's back then, not now.
And, of course, Carter didn’t get any credit forlitmean, he lost Aroostook County in Maine
even after he had, you know, had done that. Se thasn’'t much benefit, a lot of people
thought, in the Democrats doing things for the ¢purBut of course it was, and we were
disappointed at that. But that has been, competi§ good, and the political parties, it's one of
... We preached at the time why we thought it @snportant to have two parties, is because
then you had standards and there was competitibat @did they do and what did we do. And
people could judge who had served them the bestl enator Muskie was the person that was
most responsible for that change.

DN: Very good. Thank you very much.
End of Interview
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