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Senator Bchmmd 8. Muskie (D-Me.) released the follqw:lng statcment today
Jammy 17, crlt:icizing tho Aﬂnin:lstmtion 's opposition to tlp Water Quauty ;

Araly

Act which passed the Senate two months ago. He 1ssned tha statemant :ln mnnection
with an inspection he mada of the myphoga River, (:].evalend, Oh:lo this mming

This is mmmnn history: to:be ofﬂcial.ly'declared a ﬁwhn:an!.
A genéyation age,.wewould haye found that statanent-almost impossible to. under=:
stand, Today, the people of Cleveland are ot ‘oven mﬂsed ¢ hear that the -
Cuyahoga's water will butw. = < o @ 70 v sioe ICYE rTmmmI

What we are seeing hete and:acréss-Amsrica’is-more stark proof-of a vital
truth sbout-vur:1ives and the 2ife of the world. 'The:enviromment:in which we tive
has dofinite linits. Some of our-esources canbe used only apce hetause thay -
camot be replaced. Other resources can be renewed, but even they are limited.

We are unlikely, for example, to invent a larger supply of naturally clean water.
So the only choice we have is to save the only environment we will ever have.

The voters of Cleveland have already approved a $100 million bond issue
for sewage treatment plants. This city approved the bond issue after an implied
promise of federal assistance. Most of us :lnthe Congress believed that this
vromise should be kept -- and we asuthorized s billion dollars in federal grants
for sewage construction.

Then President Nixon announced that he was withholding almost $800 million
of that money. In other words, he decided to spend just twice as much on cleaning
up the nation's water resources as the voters of Cleveland were willing to spend
in a single local area.

And this failure is sadly typical of the sdministration's entire record on
envirommental issues. Three years ago, the President promised us an all-cut
attack on pollution. The Congvess has tried to amm him with tough and far-reaching
legisiation. For example, last November, the Senate passed a new Water Quality
Act by g vote of 86 to nothing, But now the White House is opposing that bill
in the loyse, just as it has opposed sinilar legislation in the nast.
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The Waber"maiity Act includes a four year program of federal gmn.ts for the: -~

“":J' ¢"

oonstruction of mm:.cipal scwage plants. It authorizes $720° 4124007 foi' the
state of Chio alone. The President is requesting only half of that amount -- for
the nation -- and for Ohio. But half of an adequate water pollution control

.
u-.-r‘-.-f L
cv—cp Bt g—‘\i

pragmisnotgood enough. ‘""‘lsteliingyuursmtemdyourcitvto

pay e full shave. “The m.o.ﬁeni should ask nothing less of"ixé";}h“é;ﬁnistmuon.
" Lake Bris 18 Eﬁag"m Giyahoga m r}muré"more polson into the lake

every Yiour of e"ir"éry ahy ‘e only ahdior T4°a total domiiénent oF Gurseives

and our: yesdurees to-the: struggie: agatost pollution:: -The-administiption gives v

us thetoris, bub:sbeteric wili not cleanscup-gir-oxpwaters - In-1973, the federal. -, -

govermens muss ack; a8 your-edty alveady-hags oot Taoaleenn o Lo L rsae

The Envirommental Protection Society has a simple motdR: - [/ savse 2 s~

"Taday-is the: first'day: of -the:rest of-qur-ifvesian ¢bis plapet.m. . « o=
-wemist begin-to-live-as2f there-will -he 4. tomorroi.: We fgst-vemove: - -
rivers $ike she:Cuyahoga £rom the listiof fivehazandsy ‘= :~.0  zivfi wlion
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