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THE CONFIDENTIAL PENTAGON

Mr, SCOTT. Mr President. the recent
late sessions of the Senate make it im-
possible to see the evening news and par-
ticularly listen to the editorial comments
offcred by newsmen. Therefore, some-
thing has been missing, Now, thanks to
the Christian Science Monltor an out-
standing editorial aired on the ABC net-
work November § has been produced. It
is entitled “How Come?" It has to do with
the . confidential Pentagon papers and
their subsequent release by Dr. Daniel
Ellsberg. Howard K. Smith of ABC pre-

. sents an interesting analogy, and I would

1ike to share it with the S8enators,

Mr. President, I ask unanimous oon-
gent that the editorial commentary by
Mr. Smith be printed in the Rzcorp, and
I thank the Christian Sclence Monitor for
helping me in supplementing the day's
news coverage.

There being no objection the com-
mentarymordeudtobepﬂntedmm
Recorp, as follows:

{Prom the Christian Sclence Momtor,_
Kov. 11, 1871)
How Comx?
{By Eoward K. Smith) - ;

Hero Is » sequitur I have a little trouble
following,

A lot of ofclals discussed contingency
plons for Vietnam for years under the as-
surance that thelr words were confidential.
Indeed, confidentially was legally guaranteed .
by classifying the papers secrot—It was llegal
o reveal thom.

Dr. Dantol' Elsherg got the papers and
decided, assurance or nonse, law or not, he
had the right to publish them. Thus, the
Peontagon papers appeared . . . which I was

. glad happenod,

Now, the said Dr. Ellsberg has taken part
in & seminar for the Council on Foreign
Relations, It is the practice of the counoil to
keep such matter confidential. But the gov-
ernment askod to eoe whot he aaid, and got &
subpoenc from tho court to acquire his re-
maorks. With, I thought, a ocrtain logie the
councl] handed ovor his atatement, . ‘

But now, Dr. Ellsharg is in o state of hign
dudgeon, They have no right to see my pa-
per, he says in cffect, for it was confidential,
my oonstitutional rights are viclated.

I tako no sldes, I am. just puzsled. If Ens-
borfy can publish confidential papers desplite
the law, why cannot the government soé his
confidential papor by process of lIaw?

S S M —

I am as storn & dofonder of law and rights
s any man. But untill I hear more coheront
argument than Ellsberg and friends put forth,
this sounds like & claim Dot of rights, but of
very apecial priviiege.

/ r

TENTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE EN-
VIRONMENTAL HEALTH LETTER

Mr. MUSKIE. Mr. President, on Oc-
tober 15, the Environmental Health Let-
ter celebrated its 10th anniversary. It is

‘in:ga.xmiversaryworthnounsandpmh-

For 10 years, Gershon W. Fishbeln has
published his twice a month newsletter
as a - source of information on what is

pening in enviranmental protection,.

hap)

what isn't happening, and what should
happen. His is one of the first of & new
generation of environmental publica-
tions, and it is one of the best. In its first
decade, the Environmental Health Letter
has maintained the editorlal maxim

“that the problems of the environment -

are interrelated and must be treated to-
gether rather than fragmented.” Time
and again, Mr. Fishbein has reminded
us that the object of poliution control is
not simply to reduce this or that dis-
charge to o certain level, but to improve
the health of men and women through

an improvement of the environments in °

which we live,

I want to take this opportunity to ex-
press my gratitude to Mr, Fishbein for
the challenge he has provided to me and
my colleagues on the S8enate Subcommit-
tee on Air and Water Pollution. I know
he will continue to challenge us to do
better than we have.

I ask unanimous consent, Mr. Presi-
dent, that a paper delivered by Mr, Fish-
bein at a symposium on environment,
health, and population at the 99th An-
nual Meeting of the American Public
Health Association, in Minneapolis,
Minn., Octeber 13, 1871, be printed in the

Recorp at this point. That paper, “En-

vironmental Health: Does It Have a Fu~
ture?” provides an eloquent statement
of Mr, Fishbein’s philesophy, and I com-
mend it to the attention of Senators.

There being no objection, the state-
ment was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, a5 ronows

. A s 1 ————————

Eumoun:mu. Heavtu: Dors It HAVE A |
Furoe? i
(By Gershon W. Plshbeln)

. Presontation at Symposium on Environmunt»-

Health-Population, 99th Annual Meeting

of Americon Public Hcealth Assocliation,

Wednesdoy Morning, October 13, 1871,

Convention Hall, Minneapolis, Minn.,

An old Arab proverb reminds us that “he
whnhuhoﬂ&hbuhmnndhewmm
hope has everything.”

It tells us that all of man’s endeavors, all
of his aspirations, can be achieved only if his
health—physical and mental—is protected.
It i8 the indispensable base on wmch all
else in life rests.

Although obvious, it merits restatement
today as very relevant to our theme of “Ene
vironment-Health-Population,” and espe-
clally to my discussion of the future of en-’
vironmental health.

Environmental health is considored to be
o relatively recent phenomenon by many.

Yot Hippocrates is known to have counscled
young physicians, seoking a locslo for prac-
tice, to consider “‘the purity of the airs and
the  waters” in determining the prescoce of
diseass in the community.

If wo believe thot water pollution and sup-
ply are the products of 20th century tech-
nology, we should remembor that the Roman
Emperors were much aware of tho problem,
as their olaborate underground agueducts,
uncoversd in archeological expeditions,
attest.

Mindful of the adage that fools rush In
where angels fear to tread, I neverthelcas
feel privileged to appoar before you today
to peer into the future of environmental
health and perhaps to foresse some tronds,
In so doing, let us honor and respect the
past—not becauso it is the past, but becauto
it shapea the presont and Uluminntes the
future.

The late Professor Winslow of Yale was
the unqguestioned glant of environmontal
health and sanitation in the first threo dec-
ades of tho 20th century, To a degree une
matched by any of his collcaguces, I suspect,
he expounded the concept of personal sani-
tatlon and hygione os, the primary meaas of
preventing disease.

He Invites our study and commands our
respect for many rensons. So porvasive was
his influenco that it extendod into tho 1850's,
the ora of communicable discases whon modi-

.cine turncd its attontion to viruses and boc-

terin, sceking to isolate and ldentifly their
pathogens and to develop vaccines and anti-
biotics for their prevention and cure.

By precept and example, through his many
studentis still very active in the fleld, his
contributions represented the forerunner of
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the: presont philosophy of environmental °
health contrgl.

Paranthotically, I might say that the Amer-
ican Fublic Health Assoclation meeting is an
_1deal sotting to remember the contribuiions
" of Prof. Winslow. As mony of you know, he
‘served APHA for some timse ns editor of the

.American Journs! of Public Health.

In the United States, environmental heslth-
uctivities havo contributed to virtual elim-
instion of many once-droaded epldemic dis-

+ enscs such as typhold fever, cholera, malaria,

yellow fever and endemic typhus. In lesser

' . degree, tho Incidence of tho dysenteries and

other fijth-borne diseases has been greatly
reduced by environmental controls.
Originally, these environmental controls
doveloped as o result of social dissatisfaction
with urban sanitary conditions foliowing the
jndustriaol revolution. At first, the methods
used wero largely empirical, but improved

knowledgo of specific discases etiology and |

sanitation technology gradually established
bases for more scientific and, coffective pro-
cedures,

Come forward to our times. By 1860 It
bocame evident that national p in
oir poliution, water pollution, radiation, oc-
cupational health, pesticides and food pro-
tection were gaining increasing publio attens
tton—perticularly water pollution, which has
Jhod the longest history of any eavironmental
hnlr-h problem and served as the training
ground for many of the environmental tech-
nologists of today. |

The rapid spread of industrialization and

.. the ocalescence of urban oreas into large
- motropolitan complexes gave rise to many of
- tho envirommental health problems which:

existed then and still persist today. New pate

. terns of living, extending into suburban and

ex-urban communities, compounded the
sources of environmental hozords and cone
centratod into o relatively amall land area
the peoplo affected by them.

While the extent of the prohlum wuo
recognized, if not fully appreciated by
powera thot be, it became equally wIdent
thot the organisational capacity of the U8,
Public Health Service, whero most of the'
programs were lodged, to cope effectively
meot them was greatly limited.

Tho programs themsslves rose somewhot

dependontly of each other, ususlly in re-

to o spocific urgency—a flsh kill, a
pesticide polsoning, an industrinl accident,
etc, There was recognition even thon that.
tho problems of controlling environmental
.health hozards were interrelated and must

bonnmmmuu;wholomman_

frogmented.

Al%()npmofthosnrmncenuuto
tho House Appropriations Commiitice noted
that this frogmoentation has “resulted in &,
looso grouping of related, but Mopendcnuy
treated problems, and, activities
agsocioted with the easentinl elements of our
surroundings—the water we drink, tho alr
wo breathe, the food we eat, the shelter
which us—or with -action taken by
man In pursult of a fuller life: his ccoupa-
tion, recrestiom,” transportation and eocial

tion."”

To help the Public Health Bervica provido
a contral focus for its environmental health
responsibilitics, Surgeon General Luther L.
Torry convened an advisory commitiee
headod by Dr. Poul M. Gross of Duko Uni-
versoity.

Ton years ogo this month the Gross com- .

" mittee submitted its report recommending

soveral major steps to provide such & ¢on-
tralized focus, including the cstablishment
of o Burcau of Environmental Health, & na-
tional coater for onvironmental health Yee
scarch in the Washingion arca, and & nume
bor of other categorical recommendations de-
nlgned to utrengthen nnd enlarge the Serve
bilities.

Rereading the Groas commitiee’s recome
mnndmm ten run laur. cousidering what

.
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has transpired in thn last decndo, stems al-
‘most llko o venture into Allce-in-Wondor-
land. The recommendations seem Utopian.

This 18 not tho proper time or place for an
autopsy to determine who killed environ-
mental health, or even if there is a corpso.
It would be unproductive, I bellevo, to sort
out heroes and villlans. Suffico it to say that
the environmental health probiems of 1061
are still with us—muitiplied o thousandfold,
of coursp—and mMany now oncs not foreseen
then are in ovidence. And, moro significantly,
the concept of an integrated attack on the
probilems romains todoy moero valid thon ever
before.

Envn-onmemal heslth seeks t.o orchestrate
o unified approach to the conflleting claims
imposed on man’s hoalth from many sources
in that environmont—alr pollution, pesti-
cldes, nolse, crowding, soltd mtea to namo
but a fow.

Environmental health t.oday is everybody’s
business. Although it ia perhaps the ances-
tral homo of the sanitary engineer, onvirons
mental health is now cmbraced by many
disciplines sharing & common objective—
_ protecting man’s health and welfare from
" the deterioration of an environment which

is becoming increasingly hostile to his aspira--

tions for a better life.

More than waste treatment facilities,
‘much more than monitoring sulfur dioxide,
much moroe than any technological innova-
tion, environmontal heslth 15 o soclological
phenomenon. It shapes man, and in tura is
shaped by him. :

The late Whitney Young told the story of
how, in ancient Creeco, o wise philosopher
was onco despeiringly asked: “When will
Justice come to Athens?” And be replied thet
Jjustico would come only when those who are
not wronged become more indignant than
those who ore.

Bo it is with onvironment. It is everybody's

bag, not just’ the poor and the d

ispossessed,
not just the aggrievod and thoe alienated, but

also the well adjustod and the comiortable.
.+ Given these forces, s it any wondor that
environment has been laboled the lssue of
thoe "70'a?

Although heaith protoction, In he tradie’

tional sense, i3 now interwoven into on-
vironmontal agencies ag tho foderal lovel, and
4t many state lovels, there -is still ample
opportunity for the environmental health
specialist to play an octive, If not leading
rolo.

Health may have sacrificod its place in the
ftop box of some organizational charts—but
it hns not surrendored Ito prestige or its ine-
fluonce, espeolnlly in time of crisis.

Mercury hoas been in the nation's waters
for many yeoars, but only when it entered
the food chain and bocamo o threat to publle
health did it command the headlines and,
consoequently, the publlc attantion.

Many exotio chemicals which can be as-
aimilsted safely in the environmont become
danger signals when health is at stake. Health

is the flash word of the environment, tho

point at which tho publie rises in wrath and

‘says “stop, now."

Agoncies which contemplate further sube
ordipating hoalth in their environmental
structures should pauso and oonslder this
reality.

Beyond this, the future of environmental
health lies in fostoring alllances with other
groups with simlilar cbjectives—public works
agencles, housing agencics, medical care

izations, ete. In advocating this step, I
know that history places odds against it. But
I sincorely bolieve that tho timo has comeo
to bury past difforences and to consider how
much more unites the disoiptines than divides
them. )

Neither bealth nor any other aspoct of en-
vironmental control can prosper in isolation

from cach other. The complexitles of environ-

mental contrel today are well known to all
dmmltwmm:;mumpmma
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me to dwell on them before this uplustlcatcd
sudicnce, °

There i8-a place for everyono—and- yot I
continuo to ¢ling to tho view that the con-
tribution of heaith can be uniquely signi-
ficant, if omnly for "the importanco of the
target, namely, man. By training and by
instinct, the true environmental healtn
specialist understands. and oppreciates man's
diversity and bis rolo in belping nature to

copo with it.

To 1ilustrate this polnt, I should like to
quote briefly from oneo of America’s most
gifted newsmen, Williom V. Shannon, write
ing last week in tho New York Timed:

“In the wholo myatorious gift of life, what
most astonlshes and excitcs la diversity. No
two human belngs aro tho same. The tinieat
pnowflake, the most distant star/ the intrie
cately veined loaf of o treo aro ¢ach uniquo,
From jackrabbit to giraflo, from crocodiles to
swan, from tiger to hummingbird, nature do-
lights in vorictics of form and phonomens.

“Overwhelmod by this profusion, man's
deepest Intoliectual drive is to understand,
to classify, to find solf-conalstent structures.
But from this drive also eprings man's
meonacing will to powor.

-*In tho realm of undcrstanding, there 1o
always the Indeterminacy, the random
event, tho inoxpliccble phonomenon whlch
frustrates and bockons, But in tho rcalm of
power, human boings know quito enough to
exert control ond to make thomselves and

-thelr man-roade onvironmontd opnform to

abstract patterns, This human cffort moves
strongly toward suppressing variety, In law,
politics, technology, oconomics, |oducation
and even the ephemeral world 6f fashion,
the greatest dangoer i1s always the tendency
toward o deadening sameness, toword a loss
of varlety for the sake of comtrol.”

He concludes by zaying that “tho world-
wido ecological movemont is not only o ro-
sponsoe to tho life-threatening dangers of
pollution but also o bolated afirmoation of
tho importance of diversity. Maen, the glant
prodator, has destroyed countloss othor
species. He monaces every croaturo from tho
mightly blue whale to the humble butterdy.
Onily -now does man reallze that if ho io
noature’s solo survivor, ho will not: long out-
last his victims."

Thoe future of environmental health lies
in broadening its baso to includo tho soclal
consoquences of its solutions. The environ-
mentalist must not be content ot looking
at the automoblle through the tallpipe, bat
must consider the total impact of tho auto-
mobile on the entire soclal fabric of our lives.
In this contoxt, he may find that pollution
is the least objectionable aspect of the auto-
moblle. Environmental health must not con-
fino itself to lead in auto exhoust, but must
also considor lead in the blood of hunpry
children esting load-basced paint off tho walls
of broken-down housing.

Environmental health cannot consider
auto pollution without involving itself with
mass transit. You cannot.bo for one and
agalnst ¢ho other.

Wo should not diminish our efforis to
understand and control such problems as
oir pollution, radistion and pesticido ox-
posure, and so forth, But we should not
forget thnt two of our biggest environmontal
health: problems aro orime and poverty, The
relotionship is pbytous: Pollution fouls man's
environment, and poverty chains him to iz,

The city will.bo tho arena of the new cn-
vironmental health action. Crowded, tenso,
teeming with narcotics and many other

.manifestations of o turned-off sub-culture, -
- today's city embodies much that is gone

wrong in our lives.
Our quest must be to make our citics moro

-hospitable—to 1deas as well as ta mon, to

innovation as well as to lmmigration, Just
&8s urbanization bas given riso to many of
the environmental bealth problems of today,




oy

ot @ i o b e ol et 0 s

G Bt

8
3 A

e

.,

November 11, 1971 coz

80 t00 Is the urban wrea the proving ground .
for their solutions, ? .
Maortin Luthor King was fond of reminding
sudtences of Washington Irving's delightful
fable of Rip Van Winkle, who, when the
cares of the bootume t0o much for him,
. sizaply fell aslecp, Ho slept for 20 yoars and
!'when he awoke, the American Revolution
had taken place. ¥
Today, in the ferment we call our American
oities, anocther onviroamental .revolution is

ROWEDA DTN
to emulate Rip Van Winkle, We must not,
weo gare not, sleep through this muum_a.
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