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Biographical Note

Bennett Katz was born in Springfield, Massachusaitsgrew up mostly in Boston. He was
president of his high school class at Roxbury Meatdtigh School. His mother was Frances
Wolk Katz. His father was Samuel Katz, a salesfoaiRival Foods. Bennett Katz attended
Tufts University as a commuter student while wogkiulltime. After graduating in 1940, he
joined the Army Air Corps for five years as a naitig pilot. He married his childhood friend
Edith Coombs during the war. After service, he¢ai American Overseas Airlines and after
being laid off he spent the summer in Maine with flaimily. He moved to Maine because his
wife’s family had two branches of the jewelry stdtieholson & Ryan. He joined the city
council to represent his neighborhood, advocatimgvieekly trash pick-up. He ran for mayor,
but lost to an independent Republican. He therfoaMaine Legislature and served in the
House of Representatives. Finding it too largeamefor the Senate and won. He served in the
Maine Legislature for 17 years.

Scope and Content Note
Interview includes discussions of: Army Air Corpsrithg World War 1l; working for American

Overseas Airlines; politics in Augusta, Maine; hblaine got the income tax; Louis Jalbert;
education legislation; Education for the Handicappél; Lynch Katz Committee; Ken Curtis;



rivalry between Augusta and Waterville; discussiwer the potential Sydney Airport
(especially with relation to Muskie’s stance on iggue); Katz’s affiliation with University of
Maine at Augusta; and the New England Board of Eigbducation (NEBHE).
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Transcript

Jeremy Robitaille:  We are here at the Bennett Katz Library at thesérsity of Maine in
Augusta on July 13th, 2001 at about 10:30 a.m. veick here with Bennett Katz, and
interviewing is Jeremy Robitaille. Mr. Katz, t@stout, could you please state your name and
spell it.

Bennett Katz: Bennett Katz, B-E-N-N-E-T-T, K-A-T-Z.

JR: Thank you. And when and where were you borhrarsed?

BK: [Iwas born in Springfield, Mass and raised nyostiBoston.

JR: And what can you tell me about your experienoddoston growing up?



BK: In Boston?
JR: Yes.

BK: Well, | remember one day | got two black eyekigh school, in the school building.

That was mostly my fault, | should never have gotip when he knocked me down the first
time. It was an “all boys” school. There were Isindred in my class in my junior year, and by
my senior year it had dwindled down to five hundnetich gives you an idea that not
everybody necessarily graduated. The school wastdbrty percent Catholic, and about forty
percent Jewish, and two percent, and the rest \eak B And there were presumably a couple of
WASPs in the class but they were undercover andewver did know who they were. | was
president, and it was a very happy experience &ar m

JR: Okay. Did you have much sense of the policBoston, maybe like through your
parents' involvement?

BK: None.

JR: No, okay. And what were your parents' names?

BK: My mother's name was Frances, and she wasarkebie girl for her time. She
graduated from high school. That may not soundmsiiting here, but for a woman to graduate
was something then. She was in Rose Kennedy's ataly but that didn't rub off on politics at
all. And, matter of fact, this business of runnfagclass president might indicate an interest in
politics but it really wasn't.

JR: And what was her maiden name?

BK: Wolk, W-O-L-K.

JR: And how about your father?

BK: Father's name was Samuel. He was a salesm&ived Foods, which was a reason we
didn't go hungry at all, because he had lots @fssabn samples of the, but | must confess that I,
to this day | don't like herring packed in tomadmice.

JR: And where were they from originally, your paish

BK: They were both immigrants, or their parentsanermigrants | should say. My mother's
folks came from Odessa, and my father's folks ciom Latvia. And my parents were born
here.

JR: Okay, and what were their political and religgcand social views?

BK: None.



JR: None.
BK: None.

JR: Okay, just, did, were they at all involved Imetcommunity, or pretty much restricted to
just working?

BK: No.
JR: Okay.

BK: It's hard to picture in this day and age, beftdidn't really know anything about anybody
who had anything to do with the city council or #ngg at all.

JR: Okay. And where did you go to school?
BK: In Boston, and then to Tufts. | went to Tufecause Sam Kostic went to Tufts.
JR: And who's that?

BK: He was a friend. | was an English major beegemm Kostic was an English major. |
had absolutely no help at all in making any dedisj@or understanding what the alternatives
were, actually. The entire guidance departmeth®tity of Boston was one man named
Taylor. | know that there was a Mr. Taylor becauseet him once, but that was it. | might
have gone to Boston Latin School because | wasd goholar, but nobody suggested | go to
Boston Latin School. | might have gone to Harvaedause | was a good student, but nobody
suggested that I, | just was adrift in an unchasteal

JR: So did you end up going to Boston English Higinool?
BK: Hmm?

JR: Your high school, did you end up going to Bostm the English High School, or was
that, because you didn't go to Latin. Which higha®l did you go to?

BK: My what?
JR: Which high school did you attend?

BK: Oh, Roxbury Memorial. It was a brand new st¢hadlock long, big oblong. And right
down the middle was a double brick wall, and h&lt vas women and half was men. And |
grew up in a house with, we were three boys, songgit say that, and my mother always
preached that you'd better treat girls like litfegels, so you might say that my bringing up was
a kind of a warped experience. | really didn'tdhany experience with girls until I'd gotten well
into college.



JR: So you were an English major at Tufts?
BK: Yes.
JR: And did you involve yourself in extracurriculactivities at all at Tufts?

BK: No. Ijoined a fraternity, but | was a commmgtudent and that pretty much cut me out
of, oh yes, and | was working. | used to try tampimy classes to be off campus by noontime
because | had what amounted to essentially aifiedl job. So | didn't really get the flavor of
college life at all. In all the years | was on B@ard of Trustees of the university, | really didn
couldn't identify too much.

JR: Okay, and what year did you graduate from Tufts
BK: Forty.
JR: And what did you do after that?

BK: Well, the "after that' part of my life started graduation day. | was walking in line with
Roy Baxter, cap and gown, and said, “What are ymoggto do now, Roy?” And he said, “I'm
going in the Army Air Corps.” And | was confuseddause he was a kid from Roxbury. | said,
“Gee, Roy, you worked so hard to get here. Whyyarethrowing it all away?” And he said, “I
don't think | am,” he said, “the Army has a newgyaom and you sign up for seven and a half
months. At the end of seven and a half monthslof-praining, they pin wings on you, and
you're a second lieutenant and a military pilondAor every year of active duty you put in,
they, aside from the lavish pay, you get a fivedred dollar a year bonus.” Well, my ears
perked up because five hundred dollars was, wiesdlly wanted to do was go to Harvard
Business School and the coincidence was that HABasiness School grad- tuition was five
hundred dollars. And there’s another coincideheg was exactly five hundred dollars more
than | had. So within the week, | had taken twgsntals, | waltzed down to the Navy and took
a Navy physical, and took the Army Air Corps phgsicAnd | decided, | was more interested in
the Army because | didn't want to fly over waterg aaturally over the next five years most of
my flying was over water. And that brings you oplate as what | did after graduation.

JR: And how long did you serve in the Army Air Cefp
BK: 1 gotinthe year before Pearl Harbor, in sumofel940, and | stayed until after the war.
JR: And where were you stationed during that tirl¥®bably all over, right?

BK: This gets a little confusing because most peesapid, “Well, who'd you fly with and so
forth, the 8th Air Force or,---" | wasn't assignedany one organization for very long. They
kept moving me around. It's unclear to me whetheas so valuable that they wanted me all
over the place, or | was a goof up and they keipipsiig me out. But by the time the war, by the
time of Pearl Har-, of Midway, which was May of ;/4Bose months, everything from Pearl
Harbor to Midway, to understand the war in the ff@aivas a disastrous defeat. Everything, the



Japanese won at every turn of the game. But btirtreeof Midway | had been on every,
already served on every continent.

And if you ask me what kind of planes | flew, ittge little sticky because | was qualified on
twenty-four different aircraft. Here again, youncgay | was so much in demand. But I'll tell
you how hectic life was. | was at Hamilton FieldSan Francisco, it was a Sunday, and | was
sitting reading the funny parts. To this day | ajw read the funny parts first. Colonel Tousdale
came in and he saw me sitting there all aloneerpilot's ready room, he looked around and |
was the only one he could see. He said, “Whayawedoing this afternoon?” | didn't know the
colonel and he didn't know me. | said, “Nothinig,’d said. “You're going to Australia with
Captain Kidd.” And later that afternoon | was oy way to Australia. You remember; we won
the war. It's a little hard to understand how gk Hut we did. And | was a ferry pilot. We

took a brand new B-17 which was a four engine bartideliver it to MacArthur's forces,

which were so much in need. And that started typextensive career of ferrying aircraft. |
might go to Australia today, and when | come badeke might be a B-24 that had to go to North
Africa, or India, or anyplace.

And we left out the fact that | got married anddsnbriefly stationed in Memphis, and flying

from Memphis overseas. And | married Edith Coomidsom | had known since she was
thirteen. And | proposed by mail and she answbyelegram. She made me wait for a day
and a half, and | always tell her she almost blevind, but got married in July, and in August |
crashed in a B-24, taking off from Topeka, Kansasny way to India. B-24 is a four-engine
bomber, and this was a grand old aircraft. Twedife propellers, it's a four engine, and when
| took off | just couldn't keep it in the air. Arlde only possible place for me to crash land was
an open soybean field which was right in front &, rand God was watching for me and | landed
in the soybean field, and the escape hatch jammedh& other end of the plane ripped apart.
And right at my right elbow the whole plane hadgg open, so it was almost an emergency exit
for me. And the only injury | got was my enginseratched me up a little bit when he was
trying to climb over me to get the hell out of therAnd that brings us up to another area.

JR: How did you come to live in Maine?

BK: After the war, | was looking for a job. | dded | had so much really useful multi-engine
time, so | decided | wanted to work for the airineAnd | was coming in from a flight at
LaGuardia, a fellow sitting next to me had a roairdle around one of his ears which indicated
that he was a pilot, the headset, and he only hactimcle on one ear and | could tell that he was
a co-pilot because of where the circle was. |wayg smart.

| asked him who he was flying for and he said, “Aiten Overseas Airlines,” | said, “I'm

looking for a job,” he said they're hiring. And were just passing their hangar, so | went to
work for American Overseas Airlines for three huedland fifty dollars a month, which was, but
don't worry because we're in contract negotiatangsit's going to be a reasonable sum. Well, it
was three years later | voted for and went outtokesbecause they were still paying me, | had
two children and | was very bitter then and | sith bitter now. During my, the rest of my
career people looked upon me as a boss, as a nmeaigeype, and didn't realize that my
background with labor was not very good. And |, gdten the strike was settled, they decided



to merge with Pan American and laid me off. You'ttay off pilots, you furlough them, that's
a nice word that means layoff. And when they chaftee back | had just come to Maine.

My wife's family was in the jewelry business and father-in-law and his brother had six
jewelry stores in New England. And they decidereak up their partnership, which left six
jewelry stores to split up. My brother-in-law, whas a long time friend, high school classmate,
was just starting a small manufacturing businesadake women's coats and suits, and | had this
recall to go back to flying with Pan American. Aweé had a family conference and we decided
that he'd give up his little burgeoning business lanould forget about any more flying for
American Overseas Airlines. And one of the stooeswo of the stores, were in Maine, one in
Augusta and one in Waterville, and so we came fogrhe summer and by the time the summer
ended, that dragged out until, we stayed herentemiion of staying here, but | made an offer on
a home and, outside of Boston, but one thing leahtither and | stayed here through Christmas,
and we liked it, and that's how | came to Maings ihteresting that with all the stores on Water
Street in Augusta. Do you know Augusta at all?

JR: A little bit, not too much.

BK: Well all the stores that existed in 1950, whiwds when this happened, they've all gone
out of business except Nicholson & Ryan. All. 8istores, jewelry stores, everything. And
Nicholson & Ryan, | can say, although | don't hamg financial interest, is the finest jewelry
store in the state. That's gospel.

JR: Great. All right, so you moved to Maine ab&860. When did you become politically
active?

BK: We found a little home on Westwood Road, all tuses, little houses, and the garbage
was, or the trash was picked up every second wBekdown at the foot of the hill, the
established neighborhood, was picked up every wéekli my neighbors, we all felt that that
was wrong, that we ought to get picked up everykwego they got nowhere trying to convince
the city people, so it was decided that one of aslavrun for city council. And | ran for city
council on a single, just, the single issue of hgwur garbage picked up every week. And |
was very successful. And | spent one more wedaat gn the city council, and then | decided,
hell, I'll run for mayor. And | ran for mayor amdvon the Republican nomination, and one of
the fellows | beat in the primary decided that geajeserved a better choice, so he ran as an
independent Republican and siphoned off just eneatds, so blessedly | didn't, was not
elected to mayor.

JR:  Who was that?

BK: He was postmaster, and | was a new kid. Buthere | was working at Nicholson &
Ryan and | guess | had the bug. And | decidedndaor legislature. Well, | lived only ten,
twelve minutes from the State House, and Nicho&dtyan's only about ten minutes from the
State House, so it was just a good fit. And | eascessful. | remember that | was finishing out
an unexpired term, and | decided to run for oneenterm for the house and | won a full term. |
decided that | really didn't like the House of Regantatives, it was big and, so | ran for the



Senate. And | ran a very good campaign, had |leaarigtle bit about marketing from Nicholson
& Ryan, and advertising, and | won handily agathstlocal, hometown people. And from then
on | kept getting about seventy percent of the vdted my colleagues in the Republican senate
chose me as their majority leader and -

JR: In what year did that happen?

BK: Well, | was in for seventeen years total.

JR: Oh, in the house and senate?

BK: Three, so fourteen in the house, fourteenerstimate.
JR: Okay, and the first three in the house.

BK: And the last four were as majority leader. mhédecided that maybe I'd run for governor,
and | had served as chair of a education comnfitteievelve years. Well nobody, nobody did
dumb things like that. You had to be a masochistey wanted me to be appropriations. That
was a much sought after job; that controlled th@eyo But | told the senate president why | did
not want to be appropriations, | wanted to be chair of education. And | became one of the-
this many legislators in the United States who ¢taasen to make education a specialty. And so
| got to know it, and | got to know what the isswe=re, and | got to know where the answers
were. And | thought that | had a statewide jobtade wide following because of the schools, the
systems. There was a period where | was, am bgoinlo it or am | not going to do it. Well, |
rented an office, | hired, do you know George Sfhith

JR: George Smith? | do not.

BK: He, | hired George Smith and gave him a hundadidrs for one week's pay, and sat
down and began to write my announcement speecimetBing didn't feel right, it didn't, you've
heard the expression 'fire in your belly'? So htugp to Togus to have a physical with my
friend Jack Danner, and | sat and | talked to Jack couple of hours. | never did get a
physical, although | was in good health, but bytthee | finished chatting with Jack for a couple
of hours | realized that it was not the right gimaime to spend the next four years of my life, or
is it six years, | can't remember. So | calledesp conference, you might read yesterd&y,s
somebody wrote a column, Jim Brunnell wrote a colabout sometimes non-announcements
are far more interesting than announcements. &eBannett just announced that he would not,
that's what brought the column on. There was soimggoing on in the State House or at the
Blaine House, because any newsman from withinliarzitcounties was in the State House when
| called my first conference. And the, every t&den camera, every TV station, it was mobbed,
expecting my announcement. And so it was quiterggtwhen | said | wanted to announce that
| was not going to be a candidate. And so thep'tiithve anything else to write about, so they
asked a bunch of questions on what kind of sugdwat identified. And | said, “Well the state
may have lost a fifty-five year old sex symbol,’cthese my polling told me that over sixty
percent of my support came from women. So thatseasething to write about. And whether
or not | would have been a good candidate or nell, WVhere does that bring us out? So now



I'm out, out of politics, and never really conse@iCongress at all. And ....

JR: Okay. Well, kind of going back to your timethre legislature, what sense did you have of
partisan politics in the time that you were thetgRe how it, how the dynamics between
Democrats and Republicans worked?

BK: Partisan politics was very much part of the ddegislature. And within the Republican
Party it wasn't partisan politics, but there wa®gy great division between conservative and
moderate. Pretty much, if you're familiar with whayoing on with Olympia Snowe and Sue
Collins pretty much. It's amazing that | was chos®jority leader because | was not reflective
of the majority. | remember considering the presy, and | went up to one of my friends, and
he was a friend, and he was conservative, andw khat | created some real problems in his
mind. And | remember saying, “Tom, can you thitfilany situation where you might be
inclined to vote for me for president?” And hédsaNo.” And that's pretty much what you're
seeing today. People who are conservative hase f@elings, which they do not push aside
very lightly. | used to sit on my caucus, and tiegority leader runs the caucus, and feel very
uncomfortable looking around at some of the pebplas working with. But then | would take
a look at the Democratic caucus and | thoughtgad & lot more uncomfortable with the
Democratic caucus. To get major legislation passgdired bipartisan effort. How'd you like
to hear how we got the income tax?

JR: I'd love to.

BK: Well, it was a very close vote. And my respbitisy in supporting the income tax, |

looked around the senate and it occurred to md tatt | already had every possible

Republican vote | was going to get, unless | usgdra And | looked around and my eyes lit
upon Carroll Minkowsky from Lewiston. A nice guye got along very, a Democrat, we got
along very well. So | said, “Carroll, it's openSo | sent a message to the president to recess the
chamber and to keep it in recess until | gave himgh sign. So | looked at Carroll, and | said,
“Carroll, let's go sit for a while.” So we wenttine office and started talking. And Carroll's
background was Russian, and so we had some kian ethnic background that we shared. And
we talked about why he ran for the senate, whyahdar the legislature, what his aspirations
were, what his successes had been, and abouttilg.faVe talked about everything except
taxes. And he knew what he was doing. Finalljela@ed over and he squeezed my knee and he
said, “Now let's go in and vote.” So we went idavaved to the president and voted. Oh, poor
Carroll, he was creamed by people. | rememberd. daibert, Louis Jalbert said that | had
promised him everything, the moon, a trip to Holbod every hour on the hour. | hadn't
promised him anything. But he was just a goodwhy wanted to do the right thing, and |

helped him make up his own mind what he felt wasrigght thing for him to do. That's how we
got the income tax. To this day, there's a speelationship we have, | have with Carroll
Minkowsky. He still stays in touch.

JR: What were your overall impressions of Loui@ati?

BK: Louis was a delight; had a big ego. My namgragounced, | pronounce my name Katz
[long 'a] because that's how | grew up. Most Katz's aoea@unced Katzghort 'a]. When



Louis was not pleased with me, he would turn herchght around and put his back to me and
call me Katz $hort 'a]. He was a hard working guy. | wouldn't pick hisnbe my favorite
legislator. I'd pick John Martin, who everybodg,many people despised. | thought John was
the most important legislator of the century.

JR: Really? Why?
BK: Well, what else are we going to do?

JR: Well, I was going to next ask you if, besides income tax, what other important
legislation were you involved with, or perhaps stinmey that -?

BK: Is this about me, or about -?
JR: It's about you, but it's also going to be abgair connection with Ed Muskie.

BK: Well, | guess my finger was on every importaiece of education legislation during that
whole period. And that was a period when all #gadlation that was important was being
considered. Education finance in particular, L®49%as how do you divide up the available
tax money and distribute it between the state haddcal community, and about the local
communities in general, and then in particular. ré/ealking about a lot of money. It's been so
long.

LD 1994 was the, I still remember, was the majgrdiation of that, that took that big pie and
established a formula to break it up community dsmunity. And you can imagine that there
wasn't much room for altruism because the more mgaoe could squeeze out of the formula for
my schools, the easier it would be on the propstybecause schools determine the property
tax. It was very, very complicated because thegedllow busses cost money, education to the
handicapped was a very, very important, I'm veeyy\proud of the fact that Maine was the first
state in the nation to pass an education for tielibapped bill. And a fellow named David

Ault, A-U-L-T, was the principal sponsor, and | alys assign a real medal to him. That one
man can make a difference, and David made a diitere So | decided, how when | brought my
new committee in for first, for that session, IsdSit wherever you want to. It used to be the
Republicans sat here and the Democrats sat hersettate was over here and the house was
over here.” | said, “But would ask that the pergdro sits next to you is not a member of your
party,” which turned out to be a very valuabletfs®ep. Then we brought in the teacher's union,
we brought in the school superintendents' grouphreaght in the State Department of
Education, and what we were attempting to do, ratien write a bill, although we didn't say
this, was we were attempting to understand how npatigy questions were facing us.

Policy question number one, does the state haske arrtransporting students? That's a policy
guestion. No sense trying to write legislatiogafi don't know what the answer is. What if the
school is isolated? It's all by itself, and ityphkas a limited number of students? Is there a
policy question that, you might call it geograpisiclation. Is there a policy question that faces
you if a city like Augusta or Portland has to offervices to outlying communities because it's a
hub. | think | called it a municipal overburdehings that Augusta has to do because the little



communities around don't have programs that casmcake of a handicapped child. So we
finally got it down to, one day it suddenly becactear to us that we had knocked this big,
unfathomable question down into twelve parts, orgarts, | can't remember. And then we just
dealt with them one at a time. And -

End of Side A,
Side B

JR: Please continue.

BK: We were just in the period where we could ramomputer and know what these decisions
we were making meant in dollars and cents, communyittcommunity. And that is the good
news. The bad news was that everybody had aczdissse numbers, so we obscured it as much
as we could and we got people remarkably to adbepmplications of the policy questions that
we were making. And all | can tell you about LD929the U.S. Department of Education called
it the most important education finance in the ¢cogunThe state of New Hampshire still hasn't
succeeded in duplicating what we did after all ¢hgsars later. And | take great pleasure in that
because | have no respect for what New Hampshg@hd has not done in the field of taxes.

So we did some very, we created the University afrid system, which was nationally admired
as how to put together a group of campuses. Aflpeople were trying, a lot of people did, but
the Maine system, Ken Curtis was governor and henever | see him these days he says,
signing that bill was the stupidest thing | evad.diWe created the technical college system.
Everything important in education came to fruitiarthe seventies at that time. It was exciting
watching a committee successfully function. My $®ghairman was a fellow name Arthur
Lynch, so our detractors called it the Lynch Katn@nittee. We told the legislature that if they
voted for this, an increase in the income tax wdndlchecessary. Conveniently, the next session
a lot of people forgot what we had told them sohad an interesting little session. But Joyce
Lewis, who worshiped at the shrine of Attila thertijand Arthur, not Arthur, the legislator from
Portland, you look into his eyes and you see tmepassion he feels for every problem in the
state. He's what you might call a real liberahdAhe two of them sat side by side in the
committee, and somehow we got them to vote, arategositive legislation. So it was a very,
very successful committee.

JR: Great. What can you tell me about Ken Curtis laow he interacted with the legislature
when he was governor?

BK: We used to fight like cats and dogs with Kemt{Su

JR: Really?

BK: Yup. We were at a meeting within the last fgars and | said, “| have, Ken was there.”
| said, “I have a statement to make that will caase surprise to you.” | said, “Of all the

governors with whom | served, Ken Curtis was eakigymost successful.” He couldn't believe
his ears. And he handled his, and continues tdlbdns tragedy so courageously.



JR: Allright, let's switch gears a little bit afet's talk a little about Ed Muskie. When was the
first time you met him?

BK: | don't know.

JR: Oh. Okay. Did you interact with him a lot wdjyou were in the legislature, or, was there
much contact with him?

BK: Aslrecallit, | can't recall being in the isigture with Muskie.

JR: Well, yeah, | know, I think, yeah, he was ie thenate, he was in the U.S. Senate when
you were in the legislature, but | didn't knowhéte was any time where you had contact with
him.

BK: The only two things that might be helpful fauwto understand, to try to understand the
airport situation, and the result. My sister-imlavas at a meeting in Washington, and he was in
the receiving line. And she didn't, she's not fidiaine so she didn't know the ins and outs, but
she puffed up to the receiving line and stood amffiof the senator, and she said, “Senator
Muskie, Bennett Katz is my brother-in-law.” And le®ked down and said, “Madame, that's
your problem.”

JR:  Well, then,-
BK: That give you a clue?
JR: That gives me a clue.

BK: How did we get there? Augusta and Watervideehalways been rivals. There was a
time that Waterville was the retailing center, aver the years that changed and Augusta doing
most of the business. Augusta had a state aifherpnly one in the state. And it was a busier
airport than Waterville, had a better fixed baserafor, and along came a basic policy question
as to whether we continue supporting our individaigdorts or whether or not we get behind a
regional airport, that was the word that everybsi@dyted to us, a regional airport, and build up
the regional airport so we could get jets and ialdi& of. | had, | must say that | think | was the
only one with any background in understandingraingportation, and Governor Cross had a ten
thousand dollar study made that indicated that wghbto have a regional airport. | didn't
believe the study. The study presumed that sometroth Augusta would drive fifty miles

north in order to fly south to Boston. And thererea lot of presumptions that on the face of it |
did not accept.

And it looked like things were swinging our way,Aagusta. And Peter Bluin, who was a
captain with Delta and a long time Augusta friend aeighbor, decided that we would go to
Washington and speak to a congressional delegafiod. Peter, an airline captain, felt that to
spend a significant amount of tax money to creataigort in an open field in Sydney would be
a shocking misuse of tax funds. So, | can't rene¥mlino the congressmen were at the time; we
got a good reception until we went to Senator Meiski



And Don Nicoll was his, and a very, very frostyeption, and he said, “I'll tell you what | tell
everybody, that | will,” how did he say it? He wslipport whatever the FAA says is the right
direction to go. So, | guess | knew what that nhe&®wo | said to Don Nicoll, | said, “I'd better

get out of here while he's taking a neutral positicAnd Don said, “If you think you just heard

a neutral position,” he said, “you weren't listanin So | went home with Peter, and we reported
the fact that the congressional delegation wasppart, but Muskie was not in support. He got
back with a letter or phone or, that | had come éamd told lies about his position. And |
hadn't, | had been meticulousmintelligible phrasg and | was in the position where | didn't, |
really didn't give a good goddamn about Ed Muskgethough | didn't think a Sydney airport
would ever be built and if expansion of the Auguataort were to take place some day, well it
would take place some day. And | didn't feel vgopd about Don Nicoll either. And | never
had any relationship with Ed since then, and myualg was pretty much, you know, the hell
with it. | mean, a United States Senator may bgahot but he doesn't cause me to go to sleep
worrying about it every night. He's the only ldgisr | did not have a good feeling about.
Hathaway, who beat Margaret Chase Smith, was mylhdb | had a good relationship with him,
whatever it was. | enjoyed Jane Muskie when thegevin the Blaine House. And she was a fun
person. Jane would be the kind of a gal who weoalde and sit down on the floor with her

back up against the wall and have a drink with ybalways respected his stature, | always
thought Margaret Chase Smith was the role modell thhauld want my kids to follow.

JR: Allright. Back to that airport issue: how didiltimately get defeated?
BK: Howdidit-?
JR: But, like, at the end of the...

BK: Well there were several votes. But Augustpairhad a rise in the middle, so when you
were down here you couldn't see the end down heref you were about to take off here, you
couldn't see whether somebody was just landingeropposite direction. | succeeded in, not |,
but we succeeded in getting an appropriation te tak hump out of the center of the airport,
and used it to fill, to extend the airport to fil®wusand feet. And there was never a question, the
whole thing was about getting jet, regular jetlitigin. There wasn't enough traffic. There isn't
today. And people who, even today, criticize teeviee because they want jets, you don't get
jets on twenty-two thousand people. So there walyrnever any face-to-face resolution. It
just never happened. And to this day when | diav@/aterville, | look off to this beautiful open
field in Sydney, make a beautiful airport, anybedys crazy enough to spend the millions of
dollars necessary to build it presuming that it wamg to be used to that extent.

JR: So you just didn't think that there was enoafya need to have one there?

BK: People, there weren't enough people. | traag hard in the legislature not to make, not
to get too involved in issues that | didn't knowtamg about. And I think he got involved in an
issue that he didn't know much about on, and faclvthere was no possible sensible answer. |If
we had ever built that airport up, it would beisdtthere, it wouldn't have, | don't know what
would have happened. You never would have go#esn pever would have gotten frequency of



flight because of the people. With the Wateryileople, who sooner or later said, “Let's close
down our airport.” | don't think so. So it woullé an issue that continued on and on.

JR: Okay. Did you think at all that, considerirtngt the FAA proposal probably wasn't all that
practical, that Muskie supported it, like do yoinkhhe had some ulterior motives in supporting
it, trying to -?

BK: No, Muskie felt a real devotion, dedicatiorhte hometown. And | think when I've said
that, I've said it all.

JR: Okay. To change gears a little bit, what hesrthe extent of your involvement with the
University of Maine here in Augusta?

BK: The extent of my involvement?
JR: Yeah.

BK: Well, I look upon this as one of the, my madk@lfsl political involvements. | got lots
and lots of partners involved before | was readmave. | never did put a bill into the
legislature to open, to create this. On the otfaed, | had the support of the governor and his
support came in the most effective way possible.hBld a supplemental budget, which really
usually doesn't get the attention this big budges,gand in the supplemental budget there was
one or two lines that said, 'to create a night tomemuter college’, something like that, so
Orono didn't get nervous. Orono got nervous anywihyirty thousand dollars, that was it.

JR: That's all he gave you.

BK: So this community, little community here, startvith thirty thousand dollars. And there
was a hearing before the appropriations committel gelected the people | wanted to speak,
including Father Curran. He was the, who was espifrom St. Augustine's church. St.
Augustine's. And the chairman of the appropriaioommittee was a French Catholic from
Lewiston, Senator Duquette, Armand Duquette, amset very few of the big shots, but |
wanted, | wanted numbers there. So the hearingpwasThursday and | got the Augusta
Kiwanis Club to meet in the Augusta House to adjahis meeting and walk en masse down to
the public hearing, which was a very impressivaghiAnd then Father Duquette, Father, the
father from St. Augustine's, stood up before Seratmuette and he said, “I'm just a simple
parish priest from Augusta and I'm here today spepén behalf of my people.” He says,
“What's Frenchmen talk about?” Well, he knew akahéw, and Father Duquettgd] knew

that the most under served ethnic population inraeMaine was the French community. And
it turned out exactly that way, that the Frenchgbedlocked to UMA.

| was very, very proud of the success in gettirggdbrrect support of the governor, and
approaching the legislature in just the right wayere wasn't an awful lot that the, that Orono
could do to kill a thirty thousand dollar nighttimemmuter college appropriation. And, oh yes,
and | named it. | got the governor to actually iputis budget University of Maine at Augusta.



JR: What can you tell me about your involvementwiite Board of Maine Education Services
and the New England Board of Higher Education?

BK: I spent, my relationship with NEBHE has justneto an end, within the last few days. |
think twenty-seven years, | was former chairmannfer treasurer, former everything else. |
thought it was time well spent. Are you familiaittwThe Apple Book?

JR: No.

BK: A regional student program where Maine kids wdamt to study pharmacy, and we don't
have pharmacy in Maine, under the regional stugesgram can go to pharmacy in Connecticut.
Connecticut kids who want to study forestry camedo Orono. About seven thousand
students a year cross state lines. Big, big sayingcause they can come at a hundred and fifty
percent of in-state tuition. Maine Education Seesi | feel very, very proud of my involvement
in MES. And | feel outraged at the misinformatibat has been used politically to attempt to
downgrade the value of the institution. Dick Pérdo you know Dick?

JR: No.

BK: Dick has been president. | got him his fiodt nany years ago as, he sat next to me in the
senate and he was the assistant majority leadgéheamwas bright, knowledgeable, created the
lowest priced student loan program in the coun8g. Maine kids using, can't remember what

we called the loan. Anyway, FAME -

JR: Yeah, | got my loan through them.

BK: Inthe treasurer, | have no respect for FAMBey awarded me big, beautiful plaque for,
oh, life time contribution to higher education iraMe. So once they gave that to me, they
couldn't say mean things about me, so they pickeiok. Dick should have had that award a
million times over. They wouldn't give it to hinh.put in nominations with three governors'
names on them, with U.S. senators names and ak theople. They wouldn't give it to him.
Dale McCormick is the treasurer. I've known Déleen a friend of Dale's up until his, what |
consider to be a, her outrageously inappropriatelv@ment in what was a political issue. The
Lewiston Sun-Journalf you read it, was the only paper in the sthtd picked up a vendetta on
MES. The others stood along the sidelines andthayt don't agree with all the garbage their
putting out and they won't pick it up. | was neaerare of any impropriety. Well, it gets a little
complicated, but | feel very proud of my involverhen

JR: Okay. What are your impressions of how theu®épan Party has changed in Maine?
BK: Has changed?
JR: Has changed, yeah, how has it evolved, sino&vgdeen involved?

BK: Well, | was at a party recently and a big, Ripublican friend said, “When are you going
to get us some candidates.” | said, “Sammy, weoree pretty well.” He said, “Real



Republicans.” And obviously Olympia's not a reabiblican, and Collins isn't a real
Republican. | served with her mother on the baditustees, she was a chair of the board, she
was Phi Beta Kappa. So one day | saw OlympiarMeskwith her father in the Senate, Don
Collins, and one day | saw Susan, | said, “Sushsgid, “give my best wishes to my favorite Phi
Beta Kappa.” She said, “Bennett,” she said, “do yeean my mother, or my father, or me?”

All three of them, Phi Beta Kappa. | think | pridown by saying, | would have been Phi Beta
except for my marks. Susan Collins is a gutsyst fame back from Havana a couple of months
ago and I'm very, very disappointed at our polmydrds Cuba. | think it's wrong, wrong,

wrong. | wrote to Collins, she wrote back to mesloe must have had a staff person, a bunch of
gobbledygook that if somebody, if somebody raibesissue | will consider supporting it. So |
wrote back to her and said, “I've just had a hairat Duke's and | can tell you that your position
is not supported at Duke's twelve to one.” Maiaepie are ill-served by following the path led
by Miami Republicans, or the interests of Goveria’s coming up for election this year, too,
Bush, Jeb Bush.” | said, “That's ill-served.” Aihgot a phone call last week, | wasn't home, but
it was Collins saying that | had been very persteaand you have won me over to your point of
view, which means that she is now supporting aesaffy of the embargo. She's responsive.
And | feel more comfortable with her than | would@hy well I'm obviously not a conservative.
And Maine Republicans do not vote for conservativdg tend to, Olympia Snowe, Collins. If
you go to a Republican state convention, you vétl @ misunderstanding of where our hearts lie.
The people who are active in party leadership terzk not the kind of Republicans we elect.

JR: What are your impressions of the Augusta comtyamd how it's evolved?
BK: What?

JR: What are your impressions of Augusta and htaeitolved, like its relation to the state,
and just, maybe even like the Republican Party?

BK: We're in the midst of a river front developmeammission. | served on it for the first
year, and then | resigned. | think good thingshegpening. A couple of things should have
been done a long time ago. There was a fedeitaictesm on the weight of trucks on Maine
roads. No, | guess it's a Maine restriction. Sasequently, when a big heavy trailer truck
comes off the Interstate, it comes off the Mainenpike, it's not permitted to go onto the
Interstate. Not on the Interstate, and it endgaipg on, through Augusta on Augusta streets,
city streets. That's stupid. It should have hia&en care of a long time ago. We need a new
bridge, and the state is just, is well along thecpss of designing and locating and building a
new bridge. The river front development could maite a wonderful recreation facility using
the river. That's well on the way. My son, Rogerd his family just put canoes in up around
Brewer and paddled all the way down to Augustalmlost killed him. But fishing in the river is
wonderful now. I'm very please with how Augustawelving.

JR: Okay, I think I'm just about done. [I'll justka you know, your final thoughts, just about
Maine, maybe like a final impression of Muskie your own career, anything -

BK: Say again?



JR: Oh, justif you have any final thoughts. Mayize a general impression of Ed Muskie? |
know you're probably not all that favorable, buniftelligible word -

BK: You have to admire what he accomplished ififesme. And | do. Nope, no final
thoughts.

JR: Okay, -

BK: Two hours on the button.

JR: Two hours on the button, look at that. Wethdnk you very much.

BK: What do you think of theégpe break ... it's commencement. And usually parhef
platform group. And as I'm walking down the cap gown, and walk up on my stage, not, they
didn't say a blessed thing to me that they weragtm give me an honorary degree.

JR: Really? Sprung it on you.

BK: So now you may call me Dr. Katz. But | do prethat you be informal and just call me
Sir.

JR: Okay, thank you.

End of Interview
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