Bates College

SCARAB

Edmund S. Muskie Oral History Collection Muskie Archives and Special Collections Library

9-27-1999

Kirk, Geneva oral history interview

Meredith Gethin-Jones

Follow this and additional works at: https://scarab.bates.edu/muskie_oh

Recommended Citation

Gethin-Jones, Meredith, "Kirk, Geneva oral history interview" (1999). Edmund S. Muskie Oral History
Collection. 194.

https://scarab.bates.edu/muskie_oh/194

This Oral History is brought to you for free and open access by the Muskie Archives and Special Collections Library
at SCARAB. It has been accepted for inclusion in Edmund S. Muskie Oral History Collection by an authorized
administrator of SCARAB. For more information, please contact batesscarab@bates.edu.


https://scarab.bates.edu/
https://scarab.bates.edu/muskie_oh
https://scarab.bates.edu/archives
https://scarab.bates.edu/muskie_oh?utm_source=scarab.bates.edu%2Fmuskie_oh%2F194&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://scarab.bates.edu/muskie_oh/194?utm_source=scarab.bates.edu%2Fmuskie_oh%2F194&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:batesscarab@bates.edu

Interview with Geneva Kirk by Meredith Gethin-Jones
Summary Sheet and Transcript

I nterviewee
Kirk, Geneva

I nterviewer
Gethin-Jones, Meredith

Date
September 27, 1999

Place
Lewiston, Maine

D Number
MOH 152

Use Restrictions

© Bates College. This transcript is provided fatiuidual Resear ch Pur poses Only; for all

other uses, including publication, reproduction godtation beyond fair use, permission must
be obtained in writing from: The Edmund S. Muskieves and Special Collections Library,
Bates College, 70 Campus Avenue, Lewiston, Mair#04018.

Biographical Note

Geneva Kirk was born in Lewiston, Maine in 191 he&ttended Lewiston High School and
Bates College, graduating in the class of 1937 withajor in French. She began her graduate
work at Bates and finished at University of Mai@pno and New York Long Island, earning
her master’s degree in Education. She workedteadner in the Norridgewock school system,
then for the Central Maine Medical Center SchodWofsing for two years. She worked in the
Augusta school system for four or five years, ttermght in Lewiston from 1948-1979. She was
president of the Lewiston Teachers Association, berof the Maine Teachers Association, on
the Board of the Technical College System and th&r® of the University College System and
on the Maine State Museum Commission. She work#dWnited Way for 20 years. She has
been president of the Maine Retired Teachers’ Aatioo.

Scope and Content Note

Interview includes discussions of: Bates Colled@®4Maine gubernatorial campaign;
Androscoggin River; the Great Depression; Lewigiolitical atmosphere in the 1930s;
attending Bates while living at home; Lewiston/Batensions; attitudes of earlier
administrators; Professor Ray Gould; Lewiston Higimool 1944 or 1945 ban on speaking
French; French/Irish tensions; shoe shops andeseiitects of World War II; naval training at



Bates College; married women not being able tonelaewiston politics in the 1920s and 1930s;
Grand Trunk Railroad; Louis Jalbert; CMTC Kirk Atatium; role of the “Y” in the
community; naturalization classes; Muskie’s didive voice; and Elder Hostel.

Indexed Names

Beliveau, John

Brann, Louis

Carignan, Jim

Caron, Lillian

Carroll, John Murray
Coffin, Frank Morey
Eisemann, Gracia

Gilbert, Blanche Townsend
Gould, Raymond R. N.
Hall, Marchant

Harms, Samuel Frederick
Healy, George

Hodgkin, Douglas
Jacques, Emile “Bill”
Jalbert, Louis

Kendall, Raymond L.

Kirk, Chester

Kirk, Geneva

Kirk, Mary

Kirk, Roger

Lawrance, Walter Albert
Leonard, Arthur Newton
Muskie, Edmund S., 1914-1996
Nixon, Richard M. (Richard Milhous), 1913-1994
Quimby, Brooks

Silber, Mark

Silber, Terry

Wade, Robert G., Sr.
Williams, Anne D.

Transcript

Meredith Gethin-Jones. . ... September 27th, 1999 at one-thirty pmihe afternoon, this is
an interview with Geneva A. Kirk of 30 Ware Streetewiston, Maine, and Meredith Gethin-
Jones is interviewing. Could you please state jidliname and spell it please?

Geneva Kirk: Well, Geneva is like Geneva, Switzerland, G-E-N-A, Kirk, K-I-R-K.



MJ: And where and when were you born?

GK: | was born here in Lewiston in 1917.

MJ: And what were your parents’ names?

GK: Mary Kirk was a dressmaker, and my father wass@mneirk, a veterinarian.

MJ: And how many people were in your family growingu

GK: Just my brother and I.

MJ: And were you an older sibling or a younger sigpfin

GK: Older, couple years.

MJ: What's your brother’'s name?

GK: He has died now, it's Roger Kirk.

MJ: Where did you spend most of your childhood?

GK: Where? Right here, on this street playing whih kids.

MJ: What was Lewiston like in the 1920s and ‘30s gngaup here?

GK: Well, I don’t remember such an awful lot abouwg 920s, but the 1930s was, | was in high
school and in college so | was much more awarehaitwas going on. And we never, never in
this neighborhood suffered from the Depressionlatlauppose everybody had a job. To tell
the truth, there were about eight Bates collegéepsors living right around the neighborhood
here. And, but we didn’t, we weren’'t hungry andweren’t without jobs and, | don’t mean that
we were living well, we had to think twice.

| can remember once that my brother wanted a lecselvery badly and my mother who was a
dressmaker said, “Well Roger, if you want to yau take this bill and go up on Main Street to
the lady up there for whom | made the dress, amllasn’t paid for it and a long time’s gone
by, and see if maybe she’ll pay you.” Oh yes, hegyd So he went up and he came back empty-
handed. So, yes we, there were times when wetchdrne what we’d like to have, but we
always ate well. Though | can remember thatwere going to have a birthday party I'd
usually say to my mother, “Do you think we coplassibly have chicken?” Now you think of
it today, chicken is cheaper than beef by a longswhut chicken was a very great treat for us

then.

MJ: Who were some of the major figures in the comityupack then?



GK: | missed one word, what?
MJ: Who were some of the major figures in the comityupack then?

GK: Well, I suppose the people in city hall were $@ne were, had good reputations and some
not so good. | can remember one mayor who wadlaskee what he would do about the
shortage of space in the schools over at Garcetbod, they were overrunning. “Well,” he

says, “l| know where there’s some extra benchelsdrcity, | can get those brought in.” So we
had a run on rather poor quality people at tha¢ tiamd since then it's changed remarkably. But
Governor Louis Brann was here in the city, he livigthit around the corner and he was, had
been a lawyer here in the city and became goverfibe state.

MJ: Do you remember any other people particularlynes?

GK: No, I guess my life centered around the collegmfessor [Samuel Frederick] Harms and
Professor [Arthur Newton] Leonard and ProfessohfuMurray] Carroll all up and down the
street here, Bates people. That was kind of awnacircle that | lived in.

MJ: Now where did you attend high school?

GK: Lewiston High School.

MJ: And you attended Bates College.

GK: Yes.

MJ: And what did you major in at Bates?

GK: French.

MJ: | see, why did you choose that major?

GK: Thisis a poor reason, | guess. | really ditndow what | wanted to do, and one of, my
mother was a dressmaker, and one of her custonar®w Blanche Townsend, professor of
French at Bates. And she’d been here very, veguiently so she urged me to consider French
as a major, because it's French community andteheght maybe that would be a good idea.
So | said, “Well, just as good anything as fat'asconcerned so I'll major in French.” So |
did, and was her assistant a couple years. Butlivewost all my French to tell the truth. No
one speaks it around here so | just don’t haveabiity any more. | can read it and understand
what people are talking about, but | can’t thinktfanough to speak it.

MJ: Oh, that's too bad. As a student at Bates Celldal you live on or off campus?

GK: Always at home.



MJ: Always here?
GK: Yes, because we just couldn’t afford to live ampus.
MJ: Did you find that there was tension or segregatietween Lewiston and Bates College?

GK: I never saw it, and | know that people do feat thay. The students, the town students
didn’t mix too much with the on-campus people.uégs maybe | was an exception because, and
perhaps the people who were in the athletic de@anttnvould have been better acquainted, but |
had some church connections with people in my @dassllege. We had things down there and
things here in my home, and visit over on the casrgml didn’t find any problem with the
students. And yes, there has been until very teears, a feeling on the part of local people
that they weren’t wanted on the Bates campus. ofigh | remember in some of those

interviews that Professor [Anne] Williams’ studedtd, the students said, “We went up there to
dances on Saturday night, we went to the ball gdrbes perhaps those were the fewer in
number.

MJ: Why do you think there was this segregation?

GK: Because there were administrators at the colidgewere quite different from the ones

we have now. If you touched a spear of grass ercampus, you might not be too welcome.
And one man in particular was like that. It was ¢ampus, he was, he went to college there and
he was brought up to take care of everything atthlege and he didn’t want anybody mixing

up his campus in any way.

MJ: And who was that, I'm sorry?

GK: He was one of the administrators of the camyiug. on the other hand, Professor Gould,
who built the house across the street here, semele Lewiston School Board. So there were
those who did participate in local affairs. But ae much as they do now, not by a long ways. |
think you can’t find many people who equal Deamida “Jim”] Carignan, really, he goes all

out to be accommodating to the city.

MJ: Can you tell me a little bit about the Franco-Ait&n population in Lewiston? You
mentioned that that was perhaps one of the regsmnbecame a French major?

GK: Well, itis a, they are a majority, but the, mbarriages now are such that you'd have a
hard time, and some of them would, to trace thaokiground. So it's very, very different from
what it was. When | was going to high school, veeltl later on, I, when 1 first taught at
Lewiston High School beginning about 1944 or ‘5,wexe instructed by the administration to
not allow any students to speak French in schidalie found them speaking French in the girls
room or in the corridors or at recess, tell themattp, speak English. They wanted them to
learn, they sincerely wanted those kids to leargligh and speak it well. So they thought that
by banning French they were accomplishing thatltestiich was not necessarily true. And the
kids resented it, and | don’t blame them. Now éf®no such regulation.



MJ: Now, was there segregation between them and ethaeic groups in the community?

GK: Well the Irish and the French never got alongetbgr, that’s well known, they had real
feuds. Along towards the end of it it became nfarethan anything else. They'd have annually
a French-Irish baseball tournament in the summeganae. And it was great fun to see who
could win that, but | don’t know whether the Englspeaking people cheered the French or the
Irish, but it was, that was really more in fun. tBes, as kids when they were growing up they
used to have real battles down in what we call &leay Hill district, down on the far end of
Lisbon Street. The Irish kids having to go throtigét area to get up to the parochial school,
had to run the risk of battery of French kids oa ¢rner waiting for them. But | don’t think the
adults ever were as miserable about it as thevkas, it was part of the game for them.

MJ: When was this?
GK: Oh, in the 1920s and ‘30s.
MJ: Was there segregation between the Franco-Amepicpualation and Bates College?

GK: Well the French people just plainly didn’t goBates College. Partly because they
couldn’t afford to, but also because there weraéhmanstitutions, many of them went to Canada
to go to school. So there wasn’t any, there waamyt well | had three French, Franco-
American students in my class at Bates, so somgalidBut it was usually the ones who could
afford it rather than anybody and everybody.

MJ: How did the community change as the mills in #nsa and the surrounding area closed
down?

GK: Well they went through a good many years of degpos, not just associated with the
American, the United States Depression, but a dspme in the city. And we’ve only recently
come out of it. You see in the Bates Mill whatappening there. When you think about how
many thousand people used to work in those miltspaur out of there at four o’clock every
afternoon, and then it got to the point where tlvems nothing in there at all except one small
area being used. So, yes, it's been rough to wajpethat here in Lewiston.

But we’ve got a mayor now who really talks posityvand a lot of people like Dean Carignan
who are on committees, and they always look orbtlght side of life and know that we can
recuperate from the depression we’ve been in. M&tchave any people on the street corners,
you know, as you read about in New York City, peaglling apples on the street corner to
make a living or something. There wasn’t ever,that it's just, and some of the mothers would
say, well if they had an extra somebody to feeely flist cooked an extra potato and put it in the
stew, or put a little more water in to make it galier. But they weren’t suffering, they just
didn’t enjoy life because they didn’t have any agtor extracurricular activities.

MJ: Do you remember the Bates Mill closing, can yalurhe . . . .?

GK: Oh yes, hm-hmm, and the shoe shops, that waslae¢elow, when the shoe shops closed



down. They had a major strike that finished théhand they just, management closed down
instead of trying to struggle with the unions.

MJ: So the strike was because?

GK: They wanted to unionize and the management wdwdnept them. Now there’s a local,
there’s been a local union. That was an attemgetanto a national union which would give
them force, let’s say, but eventually they creaeawiston-Auburn union just specifically for
the people here, and that the management wouldendu

MJ: How did WWII affect this area?

GK: A great many people went to work in the Bath ghids and related industries. Perhaps if
they didn’t have a job in any of the mills or fatés here, that was a good opportunity to earn a
good living down there, so the commuters were wenyierous going to Bath and Brunswick.

MJ: How did WWII affect the college?

GK: Well, the college was pretty well loaded with pleobecause we had a, goodness sakes,
I've forgotten what, well, a group of men were ted on the Bates campus for the Navy [V-12
program], | don’t remember what it was called, yes, there were. And they had barracks we
called them over there about where the presentgtand is, and they could bring their families
and live there. Many of them were from out of towrey weren’t local people, but this was
simply a training ground, as the Auburn airport ieesthe Air Force. They had Canadians over
there, we, these were American folks. And sonmth@in came, a few of them | know of came
back to college after they had finished in the merv They’'d been acquainted with the Bates
campus and the community so they chose to cometmekto college.

MJ: Did the war affect the school system in general?

GK: I don't think so. We had some students whodefl went into the service, but no, no
problem.

MJ: While you were growing up and began teaching,twias Lewiston like socially?

GK: Well | didn't start to teach here, | taught inotather places before | came back here to
teach. But, well one problem was that married wor@uldn’t teach, they wouldn’t hire them.
And if they were teaching and married, they justengropped, they were left. The city didn’t
want to support families, and so they wouldn’t supja married woman, so that was a problem.
We always had sufficient teachers and perfectlly quealified teachers, but women felt badly
that they couldn’t stay on after they were married.

MJ: That was a law?

GK: No, a school board regulation. Maybe nowadayh ali the labor unions they wouldn’t
be allowed to do that sort of thing, but teacheesen’t unionized then so they couldn’t use any



force to maintain their positions.

MJ: Interesting. When you were younger, say riglibtgecollege, what were some of the
social activities that you were involved in herd_gwiston, or your friends?

GK: Well, of course | had a lot of years in Girl Stgwno, for myself, in Campfire Girls, which
isn’t as popular now as it used to be, | don’t knelay, but | was in that for a long, long while.
And then when | began to teach here, Girl Scoutisdeane along and | served on the board and
had a troop there. A lot of my activity was in tteurch, the Calvary Methodist Church which
they call the church in the triangle down on theeo of Sabattus and College Street, and we
had a great many church activities going on.

The girls, we had a bridge club, that sounds kiinsilty now, you see adults having bridge

clubs, but the girls had, we had oh, probably, v@&kgulars let’s say, three tables of bridge. So
we’d have a bridge club meeting might be once iowweeks. And | guess it was the very same
people who celebrated one another’s birthdays.wadd make it a point to get everybody’s
birthday and have a dinner. And | can remembengayp my mother, show you how, that we
were poor, if we were going to have a, | was gambave a birthday party, I'd say, “Mother, do
you think we could perhaps have chicken?” becabgken was so expensive then. Now it's
about one of the cheapest things. “Oh, if we cdidde a chicken dinner that would be really
super.”

MJ: You mentioned church in the community, were mpagple involved in the church
community in Lewiston?

GK: Yes, because all the French people and all ible reople would be absolutely sure they
were at Mass every Sunday, at the churches. Wemen't the variety of denominations that we
have now. Oh, | could, I'm sure there must bedetwelve that have started up in the last ten
years. But we had the old standard ones, the 8apnd the Congregationalists and the
Universalists and the Presbyterians and Episcapaliaut we didn’t have the multitude of
denominations that exist here today.

MJ: Did the Irish and the French have different ches; or did they congregate together?

GK: They did have separate churches, yes, but thativeachoice that the families made,
which one they went to in their neighborhood. ButPatrick’s is absolutely an Irish church and
St. Peter’s is absolutely a French church, but peaple have mixed so much from
intermarriage that they don’t pay any attention amye to it.

MJ: What was Lewiston like growing up from an econoperspective?

GK: Well, everybody pinched pennies to make, to lsree success in life. The French

people didn't make any great attempt to send #idg to college. Because | can remember even
when | was teaching here that some of the fatlfers talked with them through the guidance
department would say, “Oh no,” they weren’t goiagend the daughter to college. “She’d

just get married and that would be a waste of gonodey,” so they wouldn’t bother to educate



the girls.

And there were a good many French organizatiorshdps more of the Protestant people would
have joined, say, the Shrine and the Business sofd93ional Womens’ Club and such as that,
while the French people joined St. John Baptistetarir other organizations, Lanintelligible
word sounds like: Sous Evance) Francaise for the women and so f&@ththey didn’t mix
particularly.

| can remember, he’s still living, he’s ninety-twears old | think, Mr. Wade in Auburn, | saw
him Sunday. He has been singing always with adfremens’ choral group, and the only
English speaking man in the whole bunch but thesdihim and he got along with everybody
and so he, and he still sings with them once irhdew Perhaps all they do is sing at, for funeral
masses or something like that, they don’t do cae@ary more. | saw him Sunday at church and
he’s going strong. He graduated from Bates. ldb&ut the oldest living Bates graduate now, |
think.

MJ: What was his first name?
GK: Robert Wade.

MJ: Robert Wade. And, can you tell me a little lmbat Lewiston from a political perspective
back in the 1920s and the 1930s?

GK: It was pretty dirty politics here.

MJ: Were there.

GK: Pretty bad.

MJ: Can you tell me a little bit about that?

GK: Well, | suppose it was true in a lot of plac&ghen people were desperately poor they,
and they saw a chance to make a dollar they diaerélfwere people who, shall we say, raided
the welfare department. They took food and thihgs they weren't entitled to at all. The

school board was so bad that the state took oeepptleration of the schools in Lewiston because
they were selling jobs. | don’t know that they fd teachers, but if a man wanted a job as a
janitor he had to pay an alderman or a school boehber, oh, fifty dollars or something in
order to get the job.

MJ: So there was quite a bit of bribing going on.

GK: Oh yes, that sort of thing. It reached the pwihére the city just fell apart and the state
government had to step in and straighten thingsaditile bit for them. And after that they
began to pick up and | guess were ashamed of tihegsder what they’d done, and we haven't
had any problems since that | know anything about.



MJ: Was the community primarily Democratic or Repcdi?

GK: Well it was Republican originally but it turnecBocratic with, a good share of the
French people were Democrats. They were shoeatmbmill workers and unionized and the
union people were generally Democrats.

MJ: Why do you think it changed from predominantlypRelican to Democratic, what was the
cause of the change?

GK: Well, the growth in the Democratic Party, in #rench population.
MJ: When did the French population escalate?

GK: Oh, before the Depression they had come in iatgrembers to work in the mills. They
came by droves from Montreal, Quebec area.

MJ: Did they hear that there were jobs open in thesrand so forth?

GK: One man might come and get a job and bring Inslyaand then his wife’s family would
learn about it and they would pack up and comeeyTused to talk about how the railroad
station down on old Lincoln Street was the entrthcity. They’d come down from Canada on
the Grand Trunk Railroad and get off out on LincBineet and there were all these apartment
houses down there. And somebody would have atrapar and take them in for a few weeks
until they could get one of their own. They hag, tlig families, big families.

MJ: When the mills closed down did many of the FraAceericans leave?

GK: Oh no, uh-uh, they never went back to Quebecamtial. No, no, never.

MJ: So what did they do when the mills closed dowa threy were out of work?

GK: Just find anything to do, something. Of cours$et af them were on welfare, but no, they
knew that going back to Canada was no solutiohé¢o eEmployment problem.

MJ: What was Lewiston like from a cultural perspeetback during the Depression and around
those years?

GK: Well, we didn’t have very much going on and teathy things like, today Lewiston-
Auburn Arts, the L-A Arts programs is amazing, @iown tremendously, but | can remember
when it started.

MJ: When did it start?

GK: Oh, nineteen-forty, nineteen-fiftyish, becausmebody made the comment, | suppose |
knew at the time who, that ‘Lewiston was a cultuwlasert’, somebody in Portland. And well, |



guess they weren’t going to be insulted by beirlgdadhat so they, get busy and do something.
So we started L-A Arts down in the basement ofgthielic library, and it just started from a little
monthly meeting with twenty or so people until iEsationally recognized arts group now.

MJ: So what are some of the other dramatic socio@lltnanges that you've seen over the
years in the Lewiston community, in addition to LANS?

GK: Well, we've got a lot more interest in presergafihistoric preservation, than we did have.
And of course a lot of, we’ve got a lot of probemow because we didn’t tend to it when we
should have. | know professor [Doug] Hodgkiag Hodgkin] has a group working on that.

And they’re going to do a program for the historgaciety in a month or so about Main Street,
from Lisbon Street up to Mountain Avenue, sort diirals eye view of the buildings that are still
left standing. But every once in a while one detscked down, like Dr. Flanders’ house
recently, and the hospital tore down the beaulitfl# stone Lutheran church. And so we’ve lost
a lot of nice buildings.

Then, oh, just a few months ago they took the taffeof the Androscoggin mill. And when

that went down people had seven fits about ityktithe money isn’t there to preserve them and
keep them going as they are. But we've come tlizeethat we have a lot more here than many
communities. We’ve got a load of buildings in ttitsese two cities on the historic preservation,
no, well, it's under the federal historic presefmatcommission, a lot of nice buildings. We
have a good many, good architects here in theletyplanned them.

MJ: What were some of the economic changes that gageen over the years, say between the
Depression years and now? | know that that’s g [mriod of time, but what sort of changes
have occurred in terms of standard of living ariasjand so forth?

GK: Well, it's happened very slowly but right now thleemployment rate here in Lewiston is
very, very low, very low. And so that, the recov&om the Bates mill's closing hasn’t been as
bad as it might have been, they’'ve picked up dietifspots with other kinds of industries. So
that problem is never solved permanently, thebellanother business that'll fold up and go out
and you have to scramble to find jobs for thosepfedout.

And we've got a lot more kids in school and in egk than we used to have, not just because the
population has grown, because the population g dt one point, but it's back up now. But
there’s money enough now to send their kids tcegalland there are enough scholarships
available from various sources, so that most anylvath any ability and desire can go to

college now. And look, we've got Central Maine feical College which is filling the bill for

lots of folks who want a two-year program, we’ve gd_ewiston-Auburn division of the

university.

| can remember, | was on the board of the uniwefsgwiston-Auburn College] when that
started. We had, | can remember people up in Beslste, we went up there for a meeting, were
highly impressed with two of the young men from lisen who went up to present to the board
their desire for a college here. And they saithwafterward, “Gee, if you’ve got any more
fellows like that down in Lewiston, why don’t youihg them to some of the meetings.” They



were greatly impressed with these young Frenchéasvihat came up to present their case.

MJ: This was University of Maine?

GK: Mmm, hmm-hmm. So we’ve got lots of opportunitieseducation now.

MJ: What sort of industries replaced the shoe shogdgte Bates mill?

GK: Well, there are still shoe shops but of a difféneariety. There are machine shops, there’s
some big printing businesses here. | can't thihlatwther ones, well, nothing else comes to
mind particularly. Should, but | don’t know thegmée who run them so | don’t, am not too
familiar with it. And of course the banking bussseemploys a lot of people, with the coming of
that bank downtown, with two hundred people justraight so to speak gone to work down
there. It takes a lot of, takes care of a lotexas.

MJ: Was your family politically affiliated?

GK: No. Well, my father, I'm sure he never votedrewever, ever, but my mother was a
Republican. She was quite horrified with | enrdlie the Democratic Party.

MJ: So you are politically affiliated?

GK: Yes.

MJ: Why did you choose to enroll in the DemocratictyPa

GK: 1 was so hopping mad at somebody at the timenlt&know, because they had ruined the
salary system of, for the teachers and it hurttypteadly. And so | says, “Oh, I'll have nothing
to do with those Republicans any more, I'll votenideratic.”

MJ: Was that Richard Nixon?

GK: It must have been, I'm not sure just which ong,grobably so.

MJ: So is that how you decided to become active liiggy or were you politically affiliated
before that?

GK: No, that's when | started working. But | wasgdent of the Lewiston Teacher’s
Association, and then president of the Maine Tedsessociation. We had to get into politics
there to get the things we wanted, like paid vacatiand all these goodies that you have now in
contracts, that we never used to have.

MJ: How else were you active in politics, what sdrtrongs did you push for?

GK: Well, | served on the board of both the technicdllege system and the university college



system, both of those. And then | served on then®8tate Museum Commission, and that's a
political appointment by the governor.

MJ: What was your impression of the political atma=jehin Lewiston in the 1920s and 1930s,
particularly during the Great Depression?

GK: Well, I wasn't old enough in the ‘20s to know whaas going on, but | was, in the ‘30s
when | had graduated from college and talking albmirtg to find a job, my mother would have
liked to have me right here because she wasn’tweflyand so forth. And I, so many people |
can remember saying, “Well, if you just pay fiftglars to so-and-so, you can get a job in the
Lewiston school system.” But | said, “No, I'lbgup to Norridgewock instead, work for less
and enjoy it.”

MJ: Who were some of, | think you touched on thigtkelbit, but who were some of the
important political figures during the Great Desies?

GK: Here in town?

MJ: Yes.

GK: I don’'t remember, except for Governor Brann, adgbparticularly.

MJ: What were some of the things that he allocated?

GK: Well, of course, he was a man with a good edacatnd his children had, he was
concerned about that. And he got interested ie stifiairs through his connection with
Lewiston affairs. Oh, | don't, | wasn't paying thrauch attention to politics at the time.

MJ: Are you familiar with Louis Jalbert?

GK: Very much so. Louis always called me at sevetook every morning before | went to
school. He knew if he called at seven, he’d gebefere | started out the door. And he always
had something that he wanted to know or somethingdnted to tell me. Every blasted
morning he’d call, seven o’clock, “Oh, Louis’ leegot to take care of him.” | liked Louis, he
worked very hard for people. He was kind of a tdossoul but he was good-hearted.

MJ: What sorts of things was he involved with?

GK: Well around here he was much concerned abouéettmical college system, that's why
one of the buildings is named for him, Jalbert H&hother building over there is named for
me, it's Kirk Auditorium.

MJ: Are you familiar with Bill Jacques?

GK: Jacques we call him here.



MJ: Is that how that's pronounced?

GK: Well, not very much, he’s still in the radio agleéctrical business as far as | know, but |
don’t know too much about him.

MJ: What about John Beliveau?

GK: Well, he’s my neighbor so | know John.

MJ: And he’s quite politically active, right?

GK: Yes, yes.

MJ: Can you tell me a little bit about that, and dision?

GK: Ican't, | couldn’t name where anything that he plarticularly during his term, but he’s a
well educated man and of course he’s a judge icdliet system now. So he, and his family
were all interested in what was going on.

MJ: How has the political atmosphere changed betweek then and now? You mentioned
that it went from Republican to Democrat, but do yemember some later political figures that
influenced Lewiston in a particular area or fiet@ o

GK: Well, we had one woman mayor, Lillian Caron, whally put her heart and soul into the
job, not that she was particularly slanted toward political party. The Lewiston city
government isn’t politically based, there’s no gation of Democratic or Republican on a

ballot. They’re just running on their own. So d@n’t have any feeling that the Republicans are
running the show or the Democrats. They usedubnbt since we have a new charter. Well it
isn’'t very new now but in the 1930s we got a newartdr and it's been revised a couple of times
since then.

MJ: Can you tell me a little bit about how Edmund Meshelped Lewiston as governor, and
then as senator?

GK: 1 don’t know of anything in particular that heddiWhatever was done for the state, like
his concern with, you might say he saved the Arrggin River, but | don’t know of any other
things. The river was a horrible, horrible mess, e was determined to get pure air and pure
water and he got it, finally.

MJ: He certainly did, didn’t he?

GK: Because one of the Bates professors was themaster for years, Professor [Walter]
Lawrance was, controlled the Androscoggin Riveg,\thole length of it from start to finish.



MJ: What was he a professor of?

GK: Chemistry | assume, and he used Bates studetits summer to monitor the program and
to, well they’d go up the river to dump in whateiwtewvas, some, a chemical that was needed to
balance the river. And so he did that right upltaost until he died, must have been river
master for twenty years or so. And that was alveaBates summer program for chemistry
students.

MJ: Can you tell me a little bit about how the comityineacted to Muskie becoming so
successful, particularly the college?

GK: Well, no, I, the man who helped him win the almtiwvas Frank Morey Coffin, who was
another Bates graduate. And Frank lived rightnguad the corner here so people were, you
know, enthusiastically supported him but | donibththey got out and waved the flag terribly.

MJ: How did Lewiston react to him becoming so sucitgsknowing that he went to college
here and?

GK: They would never particularly mention it, no. ejfwere just happy, they liked him and
pleased that he was elected, and that Frank hakkd@o hard to get him in. Because Ed
Muskie was in the legislature and doing a lot ahptaining about things and Frank Coffin said,
“Well, why don’t you run for governor and fix it upen.” So, “Well, | will if you'll help me.”

So they got together and went on a campaign.

MJ: How did Frank help Ed?

GK: Organizing his campaign. They traveled togetbet.n the car and go hither and yon to
speak to groups. But Frank was, | suppose welchaalnowadays the campaign manager,
probably. Frank became, I think he’s retired nbut, he’s been the judge of the circuit court in
Boston for years.

MJ: Now, did Frank Coffin attend Bates College aslWvel

GK: Yes, he did.

MJ: | thought so. Did you find Bates to be politlgadctive?

GK: No, no.

MJ: What were some of your activities when you ateehBates? You mentioned that you
were involved in the church community.

GK: Well, I belonged to two groups, | don’t know lifely exist now or not, Der Deutsche
Verein for the German students, German club, aeddfr club | belonged to. The Y, the Y then
was one Y, it wasn't as it is now. | don’'t knovattihe Y is very active at Bates or not, whether



they have other things that supplanted that.
MJ: The YMCA?

GK: Hmm-hmm.

MJ: Not that | know of.

GK: Idon't think so, but it was very, very stronghey Y, the two Ys, the mens’ and the
womens’ we did, went out and did a lot of visitingcommunities around us here.

MJ: What sorts of things did the Y sponsor?

GK: Well, programs for, locally for women for instanavho were taking naturalization classes
or something that, people who had come in from @ama hither and yon and needed some
assistance educationally. | remember that the’ll@gbmore to do with athletic events than the
girls’ did. | don’t think there were any, | dommember any athletic events for girls in
connection with the Y.

MJ: When did you graduate from Bates?

GK: Thirty-seven [1937].

MJ: And who are some of the people that you remerimber your Bates experience?

GK: The people that | remember. Well, | remembefddsor Gould very well. Ed Muskie sat
right in front of me in Professor Gould’s classndN had a hard time to see because Ed was so
tall and so big that | had to, if | wanted to seef€ssor Gould, | had to crane my neck out
around Ed to see what was going on there.

MJ: Did you know Ed Muskie when you were at Bates?

GK: Ohyes. He was a friend of two of my cousinsrngp in Rumford. And one cousin was
down here at Bates when Ed was here and liveddmttto me, and he used to bring Ed over to
visit a little bit.

MJ: What were your cousins’ names?

GK: Marchant Hall was the one who was going to Batdke time, he went only one year,
then he transferred to Boston. But he was ankthe was a debater with Ed in the schools in
Rumford, and so they had been friends for quiteesbme.

MJ: And your other cousin?

GK: No, he was living in another town and went otlvays to school later, | don’t think they



had much connection after that.

MJ: I'm sorry, what was your other cousin’s name?

GK: Ivan Thomas. But | had, | talked with Marchanttbe phone just a couple weeks ago,
he’s in Maryland now. | had to report to him oe theath of a couple relatives, so we talked
about the good old days. But they used to gethegen the weekends because they didn’t have
much money to spend on entertainment. So thegtdoew the rag and talk about the good old
days debating.

MJ: Do you have any personal recollections of Ed Nusk Bates, in particular?

GK: No, except that, the one thing I still think abaith him once in a while is his speech. He
always had a distinctive voice and a speech, arnkepeit all his life. And every word he spoke
you could understand. It was just fascinatingdteh to him. In class when he asked a question
or made a comment to Professor Gould, you'd knomasg Ed Muskie talking, there was no
guestion about it. And as a speaker, he was a sppaker, wonderful.

MJ: Did you find him very personable?

GK: Oh yes, indeed.

MJ: And what sort of student was he?

GK: I don't, really don’t think he was, | don’'t reméer whether he was a Phi Beta Kappa
student or not but he was an excellent studedonlt know what his final-.

MJ: Now you spoke about the debate a little bit, thk@sdebate team very popular to-?

GK: Hmm-hmm, for a small group of people, not, | melvad anything to do with it here in
college. 1did in high school, but yes it wasoféssor Quimby was here at that time and, what'’s
named for him, the Quimby something-or-other. m'd&now, it isn’'t a building, but, well

anyway, he was Bates debate coach for years ams ed years and years.

MJ: Well isn’'t the debate team, isn't it the Quimlmyrsething debate team?

GK: It probably is called that.

MJ: | think so. So did students attend some of #matks, was it sort of popular to watch, or?
GK: Not really, not really.

MJ: It was very selective?

GK: No, not as much as now.



MJ: What did you do when you first left Bates Colledter you graduated in 19377
GK: Well I went to the town of Norridgewock to teadfs up near Skowhegan.
MJ: And you chose to leave there because of theqadliension in Lewiston?

GK: No, it’s just, you had to get a job anywhere gould then, jobs were scarce.
MJ: And what did you teach?

GK: Oh, | taught everything under the sun. We hagliglm, | mean French and algebra, two
years of French and algebra, history, governmemadisix different subjects. I've forgotten
what the other, oh, civics | supposed, civics aistbhy and so forth, social studies and French.
Then | went to, | worked for Central Maine Medi€dnter School of Nursing for two years, and
then | went to Augusta for four or five years befbcame down here to teach.

MJ: Could you hang on one moment, I'm going to jiaspghe tape and turn it over.

End of Sde A
SdeB

MJ: This is side B of an interview with Geneva Kir€ould you tell me a little bit more about
some of your teaching experiences in Augusta anddten?

GK: Well, when | taught at the hospital, | enjoyedtthecause | was not only teaching in the
school of nursing but | supervised the nurses,estudurse housing situation, so | got acquainted
with a different group of people from what | wowddinarily. | remember some of those nurses
coming in and staying just until the probationaeyipd was over and then they went. They had
been fascinated by the nice white uniforms andsib fand it just was too hard work, they didn’t
want to stay. Butin, | had variety in Norridgewduut | guess | probably got to know the kids
best by the noon hour. At lunch we all, that wasltaool which had twelve grades in it, right
through from first to twelfth grade.

MJ: Which school, I'm sorry?

GK: It was a high school in Norridgewock which do¢sxist any more, but it was interesting
because you'd have all the children of a familyr¢heAnd if you had a problem with one of the
little ones, you could go find the older brotheisater to solve the problem. We went to all the
basketball games and had a good time, we realiyl lwith those families. |, at the end of the
year I'd take Girl Scouts camping out at the lakamthere and stayed for a week. But you can’t
do that sort of thing in a big school.

MJ: So it was a very small community?

GK: Yes, hmm-hmm. I've been back there a great weakit. And one of the women who



was born and brought up in Norridgewock came heteetviston to teach with me in the high
school. And she lived here in the house with uof@r twenty-five years, so we’'ve kept our
connections with Norridgewock.

MJ: Can you tell me a little bit about teaching awiston High School?

GK: Well, | taught social studies all the time, extcigp one year | think when | taught algebra,
and | had a good time doing that. And | still seene of the people | had in that class, some of
the boys particularly are here in town.

MJ: Who are they?

GK: Who are they? Well, there’s a fellow who runteame see, Lewiston Engraving | think
it's called, they make trophies and that sort @igh So, and, algebra was the only thing | ever
taught except social studies. But | still seetafdhe people that | had. And sometimes | don’t
know their names any more because the girls ardadaand if | see them in the grocery store |
have to say, “Well what was your maiden name?”thed they get me straightened out. Or
once in a while | get a call from somebody to ga foneral. | felt so bad, one of the girls that |
liked so much died in Puerto Rico last, about sonths ago. Her mother was having such a
hard time to find anybody to speak at the funevhich they were having here. And she said
“Oh, | think Geneva had her in school.” So | wewneér to speak at the funeral that day.

MJ: So have you lived in Maine your entire life?
GK: Yes, oh yes.

MJ: Have you had encounters with Ed Muskie over gmry? | know you had encounters with
him in college.

GK: No, not to ask him for any service or anythilige seen him at, there have been affairs at
Bates when he’s been back to speak and I'd se¢h@m but no, | don’t have any connection.

MJ: What was your impression of him through theseanters at Bates?

GK: Well, I just knew that he was a hard, hard wokkad very sincere about whatever he was
doing. You could count on him to do what he sadias going to, except he didn’t quite make
the presidency.

MJ: How does Lewiston compare to other communitidgl@ne from a political perspective?
GK: Oh, we’re notorious for being politically minded.

MJ: Really.

GK: Yeah, they, if anybody says where do you findDeenocrats, oh you go to Lewiston.



Lewiston, Saco or Biddeford, and Waterville. Oticse Ed Muskie came from Watervilled
Rumford (he had a law practice in Waterville attinge he entered state politics)].

MJ: What are the political spheres like in other camities, are they Republican?

GK: Maine’s essentially a Republican state, yes.

MJ: And how does Lewiston compare to other commuiitiem a social perspective?

GK: Well, we've made a lot of improvements in the tas or twelve years, because Portland
used to look down its nose at us. We were uperbtck woods and they had museums and
what not, and we didn’t have anything. But nowt th& Arts has made its name, a hame for
itself statewide, they appreciate us a little barenthan they did.

MJ: Lewiston has had a number of economic difficslti@er the years | gather, from the Bates
mill closing and so forth, but how does it comparether small communities in Maine? Is it

relatively well off or just the opposite?

GK: No, it’s, for instance the employment, unemplopimate is very, very low in Lewiston
right now, very low.

MJ: What about in other parts of Maine?
GK: Well, compared to these other ones, yeah, oh, yeglhe getting along fine now with the
coming of some of these units of the banks andythepening up down in the old mill. No,

we’re doing all right now.

MJ: After you lived in Augusta, you chose to retusriewiston, right? Why did you choose to
come back here?

GK: My mother wasn't well, she needed somebody h&weing back and forth every week to
Augusta, | had to take the bus, it isn’'t easy, tanglet room and board out. | had wonderful
families to live with, that wasn’t any problem, bujust isn’'t as easy as camping out at home.
MJ: Did you attend graduate school?

GK: Pardon?

MJ: Did you attend graduate school?

GK: Yeah, | got my masters degree from Bates, buag at a time when you couldn’t finish at
Bates. | had started, and | probably had two-thafithe credits. And then | had to finish by

going to University of Maine in Orono, and to NewrK on Long Island to get credits to finish
it off. And Bates accepted those because they'thddey weren't giving degrees any longer.



MJ: When did Bates stop giving masters degrees?
GK: Well, let’s see. | graduated in ‘37. Oh, jukbat 1950, somewhere along in there.
MJ: Do you know why?

GK: Yes, the universities got a corner on studentjquaarly teachers, and they could offer
such a wide variety of courses that Bates coukkeip up with that. So they turned instead to
doing the things they’re doing now, having semirarene kind or another, you know, just a
week at a . ... And what'’s the program for retipeople? That's my problem, | just can’t get
the words sometimes. It's for older people bua’tthink, Elder Hostel, they do things, special
short-term things instead of six weeks of classesn remember that always opened up just
about the 4th of July.

And, well there’s a tree across the street, dolymw what a catalpa is? Well, just turn around,
see that big tree there with those great big leagés straight across? Well that has the most
gorgeous blossoms you ever hope to see aroundrtto# duly. And the new people coming into
Bates would be walking around the neighborhooctowshat there was. And they’d come by
and look at that and everybody would stop, loothat, ‘did you ever see one of those?’ And
my mother quite often would be sitting on the frpntch and they’d look at her, she’'d say,
“That’s a catalpa.” “A what?” And then she’d eapl to them. So they got acquainted with the
neighborhood pretty well by just walking around @ndund here. But they were mostly
teachers, to tell the truth, who came to summeodadhere, almost all teachers.

MJ: And so the Bates summer program offered mastgeeds, is that how it worked?
GK: Yes, they did.
MJ: | see. What did you get your masters degree in?

GK: Well, it had to be in education because | couldet lined up with enough credits in
French or anything else, and so | had to use anrtassnt and it's a masters in, of education.

MJ: Why did you choose to become a teacher?

GK: Idon’t know. Everybody, almost all my friendere. I've got to have a doctors degree
from Bates, too. They don’t give any any more.

MJ: Interesting. So you're Dr. Kirk.
GK: Yup, Dr. Kirk.

MJ: Who were some of your students that went on toime influential in the Lewiston
community?



GK: Well, probably John Beliveau might be the begivin person, because of his being mayor
and judge and that. Edward Bailey isn’'t here amyenhe’s teaching in the University of Puerto
Rico, but he was a good student. One that | thitdt of, she [Terry Silber] and her husband
have a farm up in the town of, well, just beyondpfer it must be, and she works for a
publishing house in Boston. But they bought an old farm that wasn't being used and they
have developed it into an experimental display @ked they sell seedlings and what not. But
then they run courses in, well, let me see, whaveeall it, hmm, preservation of flowers, but |
can't think of the right word | want. But they'ome day courses and they’re just, everybody
loves them that knows anything about agriculture wat doesn’t seem as though that was.
He’s a, was a Russian fellow and his folks cam@dston | think, and that’'s where she got
acquainted with him. And he writes, I've read stk a book that he had done with another, a
Bates professor who's retired long ago, Professalyy and they did a fascinating history of the
town of Sumner. And Mark Silber did the photognapind George Healy did the interviewing
of the people whose lives are portrayed there tlamdbasic history of the town.

MJ: What were the couples’ names, I'm sorry?

GK: It's Terry and Mark Silber, S-I-L-B-E-R. Mark &sgraduate of Boston University and
that’s how he got acquainted, | guess, with Te8he went up there to work in Boston.

MJ: What were you involved in when you left Batesewlyou began teaching? Were there
organizations that you joined and participated in?

GK: Well I've always worked until recent years foet®irl Scouts, and whatever church | was
located near.

MJ: What do you feel are the most influential groupkewiston?

GK: Well, there are some womens’ groups that are kvelivn. La @nintelligible word sounds
like: Sous Evance) Francaise is a women’s group, the Women'’s Litetamion in Auburn, is
located in Auburn but it has members from all adhus a very strong group. | think probably
the church organizations are as strong as anyubedhey have some continuity there with the
ministers or the priests who are, like the, | bglemthe High Street Church in Auburn. And we
do a tremendous amount for community agencies,astipg them, and every month we get
another call from somebody who needs some help.

And then there’s a children’s foundation in Aubtinat gives a lot of attention and money to
agencies. | had a call from them, | used to worklliem some time ago, and | had a call this
last spring, they said, “We’ve got some spareeyornyou have any schools in Lewiston that
have a great need?” And | said, “Oh Lord, yeSd | went over to the middle school and
talked with the nurse over there. And she toldaimeut the problem she has: there are so many
kids who come to school with lice and they, a kétttheir mother would have to buy at the drug
store to treat them is twelve dollars. Most ofntheaven't got twelve dollars. Or, if they start
and use it and they don’t see any more lice, thatyusging it, and you've got to use it two weeks
or something to make it effective. So she saidedlly need some money to buy some of those
lice kits to solve the problem.” And she said, ta be surprised at the number of kids who



don’t have but one pair of socks to their nametaeg’ll come to school with them dripping wet
and sit all day with wet socks on.” Or the girts/Bn’t got any money. They can’t buy a bra and
they look as though they needed to have one. &sall, “Yes, we need money.”

So we let her have five hundred dollars and shermbbkave to tell us who she spent it on, but
just give us the receipts. That's all. So thenstegted doing the same for the Longley School
and try to solve, they aren’t big amounts but ipee And | work for United Way all the time. |
have for twenty years now.

MJ: Can you tell me a little bit about United Way?

GK: Oh, I know a lot about United Way. I'm sittingrie reading today, we have an application
in from the, well it's a combination, it's the MdrHill Parenting, what's the right word for that,
well | don't, | can’t see it now. There’s an ahtative school in Auburn, the Franklin School,
where they decided that they’d better do somethbmut the pregnant teens and, because
they’re giving them their education but they neeseunhe classes for them on how to handle
pregnancies and abortions and so forth. Well, eefpund that there’s a great need for that in
other places, so they're collaborating with Cenilaine Medical Center which provides a lot of
equipment, as well as personnel to help them. tAag're running a child care center for the
girls who, pregnant teens who have got these @nltinat have got to be cared for.

So they have just put in an application with Unit#dy for funding because some of their
sources of money were sort of one-time things. ol can’t year after year count on these
same businesses or people to provide the fundlegtre asking United Way to fund them so
that they’ll have a reliable source of money. hd&now whether we’re going to or not, but |
serve on the committee that determines who becontesh agencies become members. And
we, every three years we review the whole, thewmle/ffinancial status, their legal status,
everything about them to see that they’'re keepmipiscratch. So we’re doing some new ones
right now but we, then | have promised to help wiité renewal of another one this fall.

MJ: So what exactly is the United Way?

GK: Well it's a money raising organization, but i#s attempt to unify all of the money raising
in one place so that people aren’t hit every tiheytturn around with a need. But that doesn’t
stop all these people from sending you stuff inrttaal. | swear, every day there’s another
request for money in the mail. But the big agembelong to United Way, and so it's a unified
approach, every September, to fund raising. Leat we went way over our quota, and this year
we expect to do the same.

MJ: How do you fund raise?

GK: Mostly in the payroll deductions in the mills attie factories and the offices. There’s
appeals made to individuals, like to all the retipeople but it's awfully hard to keep track of
them after they’ve retired, they aren’t on anybadist. But we've, all the retired teachers we
have corralled. | have that entire list so | candsa special letter to the retired teachers saying
‘don’t forget what you used to do and keep on datmgpw.’



MJ: How does United Way influence the Lewiston comityuand the surrounding area
particularly? You mentioned the pregnant teenagergram at CMMC.

GK: Well we have about twenty-five different agendiest are part of United Way. Because
it's for Androscoggin County, it isn’t just for Laston-Auburn, it's Androscoggin County. But
the both Ys belong, and Abused Womens’ Advocacygiim [AWAP], Community Concepts.
You, you've got a lot of these agencies that haumes that don’t mean anything to you. Unless
you are connected with them, you wouldn’t have idea what in the world they were doing,
such as Community Concepts, but they’re dealinh w&ople who need repairs on their houses
and can’t afford it, and folks who need rides te tlospital and haven't any way to get there, and
so forth.

There’s one we’re considering right now, it's ar®agy up in Turner that packs things for, |
think it's a drug company, they do the packing lugré, getting things ready to mail. And it's a
place for mentally handicapped people who cannsltdo that, but they can’t think things
through. And they’re asking for membership andrevgiuestioning whether we should or not,
because they've got money coming in from the dammanies they work for. And they could
just charge them a little bit more and not haveake money away from somebody who hasn’t
any other source.

MJ: How did you become involved in so much commumdiunteer work?

GK: Oh, I think just, one thing just leads to anothryou work for one agency, they’ll say,
like the other day they were short of some peoptheacommittee | work on in United Way, and
they said, “You’ve got to think up some more pedplBo we started thinking and | said,

“Well, I'll give you three names, they’re peopleé’ worked with on other agencies. Mr.
Gardiner has just finished working for Androscoggiome Health so it’s time he took on
another job. And Mrs. Eisemann, Gracia Eisemanrksvior the historical commission but, and
so she does-, her children aren’t home any moegs gjot time to spare.” So, one brings
another. We have a hard time to get men to voluntbough. After they've retired, you’'d think
they would do something like that, but they mightit for a year, “No, | guess not, | got to go
to a golf tournament” or something or other. They't seem to want to do any work, they want
to play.

MJ: That's too bad.
GK: lItis. But now, Bob Gardiner for instance, hearked like a dog for Androscoggin Home
Health for three years now raising funds every yaad he’s really good at it, but most of the

men don’t want to do it.

MJ: Did you accept any leadership positions througir wolunteer work? It sounds to me as
if you've done . . . .?

GK: Accept what?



MJ: Leadership positions? It sounds to me like yeudene a lot of leadership.

GK: Been president of the Maine Teacher’s Associaimhthe Maine Retired Teacher’s
Association, and | served on the university andée@nological college board, and | served on
the State Museum Commission.

MJ: Why, you said that just one thing led to anotbet,did, is there a reason behind your
volunteering? Did you, were you influenced by deay things?

GK: Well, I'll tell you, Bates College, | think the@fessors kept reminding us that if you had a
good education you owed it to society to return saifithat.

MJ: Were there any particular professors that infbegehyou in that way?

GK: Oh, probably Professor Gould as much as anyb&udgfessor [Raymond L.] Kendall, too,
he was in the education department, he supenvmsesttident teachers. There are many more of
them right now doing something in the communitynttizere were ten years ago. There was a
time when nobody ever heard of the Bates profes#oeg wouldn’'t know their names if you
mentioned them. | think Jim Carignan probablyhis bne who'’s incited a lot of them to get

busy and get into community affairs.

MJ: Do you have any other memories or recollectiddmiaBates College or Maine, or the
history of the Lewiston community that you woulkidito share that | didn’t really cover in any
of the questions?

GK: Well, the Bates people have, the town people learmed in recent years that they can go
up to Bates College now. My usual comment if treesemebody that says well it's not a very
hospitable, | say now look, every time | go to aaat Tuesday noon, you ever go to those?

MJ: The noonday concerts?

GK: Yup. Everytime | go | can count on seeing twenmalways, always, always. If they
weren’t there | would call up and find out what wa®ng with them. One of them was the
janitor in the high school, and the other was v who delivered Coca-Cola to the high
school. Now if those two fellows, and one of thiarkes his wife all the time, can always go to
those concerts and feel welcome, why can’t sonywofpeople? Well, maybe they could. So
there are some who have “come to” that Bates ia ¢pall these people. So | keep reminding
them, tell them, “Come on, get up there to Balé&s.not a closed community.”

MJ: Well thank you very much for your time to do theerview.
GK: Well I'm glad to see you, indeed.

End of Interview
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