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Transcript
Jeremy Robitaille:  The date is June 21st, 2001. We are here atis&ie Archives with
Neville Knowles at 10:00 AM, and interviewing isdmy Robitaille. All right, Neville, for the

record could you please state your name and $pell i

Neville Knowles: Okay, my name is Neville Jerome Knowles, arsdsipelled N-E-V-I-L-L-E,
J-E-R-O-M-E, K-N-O-W-L-E-S.

JR: Thank you. And what is your date and placbkidh?

NK: | was born on one of the Bahamian islands, whiak Exuma, spelled E-X-U-M-A, and it
was April the 23rd, 1929.

JR: Okay. And what were your parents' names?
NK: My mother's name is Muriel Bullit, and my fatlsename was Joseph W. Knowles.

JR: And where, have they been, how long had yomilfabeen in the Bahamas?



NK: Well, they were born in the Bahamas, and tkdyath of them deceased now, so they're
buried in the Bahamas. From birth, | should shgytwere there.

JR: Okay. And how far back, then does your familtdry go back to the Bahamas?

NK: Oh definitely, yes, definitely.

JR: Okay. And what were their occupations?

NK: Well, my dad used to work as a truck drivedelivery, they used to call us porters in the
Bahamas, for a hardware store. And my mother sleswas just, she used to just stay at home
and (nintelligible word), she used to work in the, doing store baskeéteta, etcetera, so when
these excursion boats come in they had a markétédbaskets in the port. They call it the
straw market, that's where she worked.

JR: And did you have any brothers or sisters?

NK: Oh yes, definitely, | had five brothers besigself. And out of the five | am the only one
that's still alive.

JR: And where are you in the family? You were tloaiygest?

NK: No, | was the second.

JR: Second, okay.

NK: No, the youngest died first.

JR:  Wow. Okay, and how long did you live in the Batas before coming here?

NK: | left Nassau the 14 of September, 1952 at P30

JR: Okay, and did you come to Maine right from Nagk

NK: Yeah, my former wife and | were scheduled tokweith a family who lives out in

Turner, Maine, whose name was Don and Julie Bisg@][ They were shoe manufacturers;
they're both deceased now. So we spent two ddylerida, and on the, we got to Florida on the
14" and the 16th we left and came to Maine. And | inadaine ever since.

JR: Okay. I'm, actually I'm going to backtrackitdeé bit. Where did you attend school?

NK: Inthe Bahamas. And when | came to Maine, yall see, in the Bahamas we don't get,
there's no such thing as a certificate. You jostogschool until you get, you know, up to grade,
| think around the grade fourteen. We start scidgw@n we are but four and half to five years

old. Each year thaufintelligible word), you see, our educational system was entireferdint
from America, because we go to school the whole s@and. And if you are a student there and



you are backwards in a subject, you have to galiod Saturday morning, make it up with that
teacher.

JR: Okay, so what, before you came to the UnitedeSt and like after your schooling, what
did you do in the Bahamas?

NK: Well, | worked same as my dad, | worked foraedware store, as a porter, and then as a
truck driver.

JR: Sothen, in 1952, you came to the United States
NK: Yeah, came to the United States, right.

JR: And were your parents at all involved in thencounity down in the Bahamas as you were
growing up?

NK: Well, my great-granddad was a minister. My gdad was a minister, and my dad was a
minister, so we were very instrumental in the churc

JR: Okay, and what religion?
NK: Baptist.
JR: Great. All right, so you come to the Unitedt8s and you're working up there in Turner.

NK: Yeah, we worked in Turner, that was the fiodt, jas a gardener and chauffeur. You name
it, my former wife and I, we did it. She was theok and everything else.

JR: Okay, jack-of-all-trades. And how long did ywork there, work with them?

NK: Well, we were scheduled to work with Don anlieJBiegg, we had a five year visa. But
| think we stayed with them for about three yettren we decided to go on our own. You see,
we weren't, we weren't raised in the Bahamas wolpeestically all our lives. You know, we had
that independent streak, so we struck out on our @avd we did okay.

JR: What did you guys do when you left there?

NK: Well, after we left Don and Julie we moved ihtwiston, and | tried to get a job. Now
this was in 1953, '55, | tried to get a job witle tlelephone company, which | could not, | tried
the electrical company, which | could not. Becansihe Bahamas | also had a part-time job, |
was what we used to call a telecommunication, kedrthere and | used to work in the
electrical department, but couldn't get hired he8e.what | did, | just kept looking around and |
went back to Don and Julie, said, “I just can'tfanjob.” So they say, well, they knew the
Shapiro brothers who had a shoe shop over in Aylsarhwent over there, and the only thing
that was open was a janitor. So, my family hadatose | took it, and | did my, | was always told
whatever job you do, do the best job you can, aatist what | did.



JR: Okay, and how long were you there?

NK: Well, | stayed on that job for about a yeardAnen | went into the office and | just told
the Shapiro brothers, | say, look, | came hereaa ggo and | work as a janitor, | kept the toilet,
but | did such a good job on the toilet there t&n't want to use it, you know what | mean,
because it was sparkling clean. So they helpedehafter that, becausen{ntelligible phrase),
they said, “Keep it up,” and after | told them th&en they gave me a job in the receiving and,
in the receiving room. You see, there were a bufdbather coming in all the time, so receiver
rang it up. And that was what | did until 1968, dnked with Shapiro Brothers until then.

Then | left there and | went to Poland Spring, thag a job corps there for women, and |
worked there until Nixon closed that. And afterdiesed that, then | went and worked for a
trucking company, Hemingway in South Portland, @mintelligible word) clerk. And during

76, when they had the energy crunch, I got lafdrofn there. So | left there and | went and
worked at Maine Savings Bank, and | stayed at M&aings Bank until about two years before
they went under. And then | took, at sixty-twaok, | retired, traveled for a year, and then took
another year, and | worked three months here aaré tbro bono for the NAACP. And | decided
that retirement was not for me, so here | am.

| came to Bates College on the 5th of April, 1992:0 PM. Unintelligible phrase).
JR: (Uninteligible phrase). Okay, when did you first get involved with tNAACP?

NK: Well, | got involved with the NAACP right hene Lewiston, Maine, believe it or not.
Because, as | said, we had such a hard time a#téefivDon and Julie Bieggs, and we lived with
them, so we had no problems. And | knew it existecause | used to follow the papers and
know what's going on and so forth. And we movetdwiston, as a matter of fact. We move

on, oh, what's the street, Holland Street, 174 #aHd Street we moved in, because there was a
small house out there and the landlord said wé fip and we can have it, and which we did.
And we stayed there until 195-, almost 1955. TiWwermoved back to Turner because we bought
a house out there, we got burned out. Then we mbaekl to Auburn, and we stayed in Auburn
since, ever since, because all my kids went to &ajtool in Auburn and so forth.

JR: Allright, and so, about, when you first, widgéd you first do when you first got involved
in the NAACP?

NK: Well the first thing | did, when | got involvetith the NAACP, | was, everybody thought
because it was the NAACP, that the president shoelldlack. Well, you see, at that time |
knew nothing about the NAACP, so it was quite affigt that time. But | said, “No, | don't know
if I want to be the president until | learn abchg brganization.” So | think out first president
here was Mrs., | don't know if you, Elizabeth Jnit

JR: Yes, actually we interviewed her.

NK: Oh, you did?



JR: Yeah, yeah. Well, | didn't personally, bue&ad the interview.

NK: Yeah, she was our first president for the @iraine branch of NAACP here in
Lewiston-Auburn.

JR: Tell me about her.

NK: Oh, I think Elizabeth, she's terrific. | meéts amazing, here we are in the state of Maine,
and the first president is white. And at that tithe New England region consisted of from
Connecticut right on up to the state of Maine. Ahchever forget the first time we went to the
meeting and we walk in, everybody started looking Bboking, you know. And naturally they
thought that | was the president. | said, “No, Mtkzabeth Jonitis is the president of the central
Maine branch NAACP.”

JR: And about what year was it that you startedhgplLewiston NAACP?

NK: Well we, the branch started in April the 4thl864. No, I'm sorry, no, 1961.

JR: Nineteen sixty-one.

NK: Nineteen sixty-one was the fir-, when we sthttee branch around here.

JR: And what other people were part of that orighranch?

NK: The original branch, we had, it was Mrs. Jaratnd her husband Peter. He was teaching
here, and, because | spoke to his class a couplaed. And we had Mr. Bethale, | think was
also associated with the college here. And we hadahtl Mrs. Fleischer. And we had, oh what,
her last name was Kirk, what the heck is her name?

JR: Oh, Geneva Kirk.

NK: Geneva Kirk. | was working for, | worked, thist fundraising we had, Geneva Kirk.
She did the songuKintelligible phrase). I'd never even heard it before. She did exastig
played it and it was terrific. Okay, you had Mf#rk, and we had a lot of people from Bates,
from the Bates College area in central Maine. And Bcolnik, you know Lou? Yeah, Lou
Scolnik was there, and | think that we also hadydudithink he's a judge, Judgeie). We had
Judge, he died but his son was still a member, iov&uburn. What the heck was his name,
Judge, Judge, Judge, ah, I'm getting old. Wehbldehber.

JR: Oh, Curtis Webber.

NK: That's Curtis' father.

JR: Oh, okay, Donald.



NK: Donald Webber.
JR: Donald Webber, okay.

NK: Yeah, he's up on the hill, they used to cahen, in Auburn. So we had a lot of people.
Well, | mean, we couldn't depend on black peoplau ¥ee, we needed to have fifty people in
order to open a branch, and out of the fifty theas only the ten of us that were black.

JR: 1 Dbelieve it, here. All right, and so, in tleolirst few years, what were you learning about
the NAACP, because you didn't want to be president.

NK: Right. You see, what | do, every weekend | usedfive to New York, and | got my
training from Thurgood Marshall.

JR: Really?
NK: Oh yes. And, oh, who was the head of the NAAC#at time? Roy Lukins.
JR: Oh, okay, tell me about that, like what didtttraining involve?

NK: Well, it involved, first of all, how to deal ¥ situations that arise when it comes to
discrimination or etcetera. And | was told, thayds “You don't ever want to handle a
situation,” he said, “you deal with it to the be$tour ability.” For instance, like, | mean, all
around us you have discrimination coming up, anal tiee (nintelligible phrase) an incident

that you think is going to beutfintelligible phrase), how you would deal with the situation.

Like, for instance, like let's say that in the painy point they start they said, “Now, you're a
black man,” they said, “you are from the Bahamas weren't brought up the way we were
brought up here in America, you're outlook is dife (nintelligible word).” Because | didn’t
have all that discrimination and segregation inddas so | have a different concept of it, and as
far as being called “nigger”, no, never did untiladme to the United States.

So they said, “Now | want you to, how would you ldedh that issue if someone calls you a
nigger? Or if someone calls you an Uncle Tom®ait, “Well, let's deal with the Uncle Tom
first.” So | said, “If someone calls me an Unclen, | will deem that on my side as being
(unintelligible word).” Because the only Uncle Tom | knew or heard abwhe one in Harriet
Beecher Stowe's book, Uncle Tom's Calind believe it or not we read that book about fou
times. That was a mainstay in the Bahamas fonmieehad to read that book, we had to read that
book. It was standard. It was not in the classrdaumit was always in the library for any
student to read who wanted to. Because some ohithgs that were in it we could not, we just
could not grasp the concept at that time precisely the pendulum of slavery swung. But after
reading Uncle Tom's Cabirhad a clear idea on it. Okay, now the partallimg me a nigger: |
always have the concept well, if someone calls iggen | just look around and say, “It takes
one to know one,” and just go from there.

JR: Allright. So, what other people do you rementb&ning with when you went down
every weekend? Was it regionally, like peopleuyadh of people from New England and New



York area?

NK: Well see, that was just a primary traininggeople who wants to be involved in the
NAACP: precisely how to do, or how to carry youfseid how not to get yourself into a
situation where you won't be able to get out dfaflwas the primary base, and it taught us how
to work. If we go in the south, there the situatraas entirely different.

| can remember my first trip to Mississippi, wewoinh there, we went down there for- a national
convention was happening, and the first one was inelackson, Mississippi. So | went down
maybe four days before, | went down to Laurel.nBlver forget this. We went into this, it was
not a Holiday Inn, it was a motel. And | went thdrevas going to stay the night because the
sign outside said, “Vacancy.” | went in, and tleaigg man behind the counter said, “Well, we
have no vacancies.” But, | said, “Well, your sgays vacancy,” | said. “Now, | just want you
to know that | am with the NAACP and I'm not leayinere unless | get a room.” | said, “As a
matter of fact, a law was just passed, what's @ddlie Public Accommodation Law.” And he
said, “I don't know anything about any law.” Sodaéd, “Let me go get my dad.”

So he went in, his dad came out and said, “Whataflovant?” And | told him and he sat down,
and had a spittoon at the dopypong, he didn't miss it, right in there. 1 said, “Wesj want to
have a room for tonight.” And he said, “Where aoe wll from?” | said, “Well, frankly sir,” |
said, “we're with the NAACP.” | said, “The convemtifrom Jackson.” “Oh, oh, we got lots of
room, we got lots of room, you know.” | said, “Welhy did your son say you didn't.” And he
said, “Well, he didn't know.” And I said, “Well @#mk you very much, but no, we live
somewhere else, thank you.” See, | never spenthamgy in places that don't appreciate my, |
don't patronize it anyway.

Now, Governor Muskie, the first time | met Ed Musksee, | used to do a lot of bartending for
the Jewish Community Center, when they had theilMBitzvah and their wedding and their Bat
Mitzvah. | had a yarmulke for every occasion th@amintelligible word) to, you know. And at
that time the Jewish Community Center was righeloar, what's the street that come up here,
the college on, College Street, yeah. You know, bigabuilding's now a day-care center or
something.

JR: Okay, a little further down that way?

NK: Yes, just below Holland Street. Well that usethe the Jewish Community Center.
Yeah, | spent many nights there bartending an@b,fand Mr. Muskie was governor at that
time, | think, and he used to come to the Jewisim@anity Center a lot.

But how | know him specifically is that he usedateo come to a lot of fundraising things and,
or parties and so forth at Shep Lee and Shep Le@ h@use out on, somewhere nanfe). |

don't know if he's still there, in Auburn. Andthe time his, this was further up in Auburn there,
right across from the bank on, when he had justafided Auto. And every timeirintelligible
phrase) someone was running for office, it seems as thdsigep Lee used to always be
involved. And | remembeuwugintelligible phrase), he was involved, and he had a party and |
was the bartender. So | got a good education in dat not to do when it comes to these type



of incidents. And | also remember Muskie quitelwdien he was running with Hubert
Humphrey, 1968. Right, they had a get-togethéne®\rmory in Augusta, we sat down and we
had a very good talk. And when the, as a mattéaaifhe was a member of the NAACP.

JR: Muskie was?

NK: Oh yeah, Governor Muskie was, and so was GoveZartis was a member. | couldn't
get Governor Reed to join, but he was very, | theympathetic to the cause. If | had a problem
| could always go and sit down, you know, and taitthh him. And I think, then Muskie became
a senator. | was really, as a matter of fact, wieewas elected governor | was very, very
surprised, because Maine was specifically a Regambistate. When | came here, | think all |
would hear about was Senator Margaret Chase Samth| think Tupper?

JR: Stan Tupper?

NK: Stan Tupper. Those were the only two named tinagr heard of in the state of Maine,
because it was predominantly Republican. Don ahd Biegg, the people we came to work

for, were Republicans. But, when | came over | &dmlitton, 'l Like Ike." You know, in '52 Ike
was running for president, and | came with my butia and they were so amazed, coming from
the Bahamas and with a button. But you see, dad Ike all through the war, and my other
favorite then was, what's the guy that Truman ffrédacArthur, John MacArthur. And when

the Democrats finally started getting in, I, it vaaseye opener. | think Muskie went in the right
direction. He was someone that you could realywhs more or less what | would say a people
governor for the state of Maine. He changed myceph the way how I think and thought about
politics and, because of his actions in that field.

JR: Okay, what specific actions are you referriog t

NK: Well, I'm referring specifically to so-called/it rights action. But sometime in my

mind's eye | always think that is there such agfas civil rights? And why do we have to have a
special law for, | think because | am black, whywmhave to have a special law specifically for
me to exercise my rights? And | want to ask himvaht to say, “How come you don't need a
law to exercise rights?” | said, “The only difface | can see between both of us is that | am
black and you are white.” He said, “No, you amdegyro.” | said, “No way,” | said, “I am black,
B-L-A-C-K, specifically,” | said. Because | do nstibscribe to labels, you know, when | came
to the United States | think they characterizedredIblack people as being Negro. That was my
first fight I had with America, because you had ®hack MacArthur, he was the counsel
general in the Bahamas and he was the guy | hgd to to get my visa to come to the United
States.

And | think Governor Muskie, | think he is a mamth don't think Maine will ever forget,
because he did a lot for the state as a whole Wwhemas governor. And especially when he went
to Washington as a senator, too, | think Mainelyeatally, really stood in the limelight of the...
and then, after Muskie left | also saw, | don'twnavhat's the guy from Auburn that was elected
also to the, he was elected to the House of Repasees?



JR: From Auburn, was it Hathaway?

NK: Hathaway, Bill Hathaway, it was Bill Hathawalalso had a very good rapport with him
because he used to go to the same church | uggdttoin Auburn, the Episcopal church. But-
And then when | came to the Democratic side ofstheet, Senator Muskie, | always feel, was
the trailblazer within the state. | think he maide heck of a lot easier for Ken Curtis when Ken
Curtis came in as governor, because that step waysthere. And I think he, Ken just
improved on what Muskie had done. 1 think, | wasysurprised that Bates College have this
archives for Muskie, but you never can tell. Bessaa man of his stature was, he was up there,
but yeah, he was someone that was down to eartbotd sit down and have you talk to him
over tea.

JR: How much do you think what Muskie and how hedkof led a Democratic resurgence in
Maine when he became governor, how much do youk thiait had to do, or did that influence
the NAACP coming up in Maine in the early sixties?

NK: Well no, you see, there was a, there was &l&&CP was here before | came here.
There was a branch in Portlandnifitelligible phrase) the Portland branch. But, during the late
sixties, | think, it went defunct. And then, whee started the branch here in Lewiston-Auburn,
all the people that were members of the Portlaaddir joined the Lewiston branch. So they got
enough to go back to Portland and reestablish éngalAd branch. So under my leadership in
the NAACP we had a branch in Bangor, and we alsbahlaranch in Brunswick. And through
that, then after the Portland branch came agaiwesbad central Maine, Bangor, Portland, and
Brunswick nintelligible phrase). So | think, my first ¢nintelligible word) in the NAACP, |

think it probably came about because of conditibesause | look at the state of Maine and |
don't see any difference. You see, the state afd/ia a state within America, and what can
happen here, what can happen down south can gigpemhap north; it doesn't make any
difference who you are or what it is.

| think, when you start looking at, for instanaegay within the state of Maine | think things are
much worse than it was in the fifties. Because0196u didn't see anyone attacking someone if
they are gay, or killing them and throwing themafbridge, which happened to a young man up
in Bangor. You didn't have people going aroundhiskads, threatening and beating up people,
or the white supremacists. They were there, =y tfever start, | think, coming out bold or
vocally until, | would say, recently. | mean, fggars and years they were out there training
themselves in these paramilitary and such situstidut | would tell you one thing in my

mind's eye, that Maine is the only state thatiVd in. And when I'm away from Maine, or away
from the United States, | don't care if | go backie in the Bahamasirintelligible word), oh

man, well this happened and that happened. | $éghh, we have our problems, but there's no
other country in the world like the United State¥.du know what | mean? We have our
problems, but | deal with it, you know. And awagrh here | would notupintelligible phrase),

| hold it up as high as | can. And that's the santle Senator Muskie, or the late | should say,
the late senator and governor, and Secretary té.Sta

JR: You said Muskie was a member of the NAACP inida How did he, or like do you
know how he was active at all in like the civillitig movement, like did he make any speeches



anywhere or anything like that?

NK: Well no, | don't recall him making any speechke® was not as active as Ken Curtis, no.
Ken Curtis, he was the one that put a commissi@mommittee together to studyn{ntelligible
word). That's how come we have the Civil Rights Consinis in the state of Maine. Because |
was one of those that was on the committee thatypsinted then for that, and then that came
in through Ken Curtis, as | said. Muskie startedmnd Ken Curtis finished it, took it to the
maximum | think ¢nintelligible phrase). And Ken Curtis says, like when we have anyagitn

we could always call him, he would come and beemaker here. But you see, when Muskie
was, well he just didn't have the time to do whidirnk what he, but he always supported the
organization. But as far as speaking here and therecouldn't get him because he was too
busy.

JR: Did, as being a member of the NAACP, did yadllofe the, not only Muskie but all
Maine, like Maine senators and representatives, they were involved with the Civil Rights
Act and the Voting Rights Act. Like, did you, didet NAACP | mean, have a sense of how it
was going down in Washington?

NK: Definitely. see, every year we have a repar @anintelligible word), we have a bureau,
an office in D.C. which follows everything. | meamhatever law is coming down, and who had
voted this way and who voted that way, yes. Evgtmow we get a report card on Collins and
Snowe, Olympia Snowe. Well, | think it's Baldanow and Tom Allen. We always do. |

mean, some of the things that | expected the reptatves from Maine to vote for and they vote
the other way. | mean, | don't know why, but itisit prerogative, you see, if that's the way they
go, so that's the way they go. You know, | mearait| don't agree but it's still just the same, |
just say, “Well, they're elected to represent mdy one but for the state of Maine.” And | do not
hear any outcry from the other side saying, “Waliky are this and that and the other.” But when
they come back to the state of Maine I sit down tatidwith them and find out precisely what
the situation is with them. Politics is a, whatdwid call a rather unusualrintelligible phrase)
because you don't know which way the wind's goingd. And that's just like anything else that
you become involved with.

JR: Tell me a little more about your involvementli@ community, like, in politics and the
NAACP, like, you kind of started out kind of a létbit involved. What was the extent of your
involvement over the years?

NK: Well, my extent, | was always deeply involvadie NAACP because of some of the
things that I've seen that | didn't think was fdtor instance, like, when it came to jobs, when it
came to housing. One of the points that | havemet, | think for a long time believe it or not,

is Bates College. | was living right here in Aubuas a matter of fact, when | started | was
living in Lewiston, and | think every other day buld take a walk around the campus because |
know Mr. Reynolds quite well, too, as a matterauftf very well.

JR:  Who?

NK: Reynolds, the first president before thisiftelligible word), and we were good friends,



we'd walk around. And | came in and | always wai@und and | came in there, | saw one black
face, and she was always in the hallway at Lané Halon't know if you remember, how long
are you here?

JR: I'm not a student. I'm from Lewiston but Ilween here for this year and | remember | was
involved with Bates a little bit like probably i@8, '99...

NK: Well, as | say, Lewiston and Auburn in my mieye, what really got us going in the
NAACP is the Jewish sector, because | knew therequell in those years. As | said, | spent
more time in the synagogue with my yarmulke thdidlanywhere else, so, | mean, | practically
knew every Jewish family that was here, and thegmkmy family. So | mean if, since they,
they were the bulk of our membership, and any @mois| well | sit down and we'd talk here, and
they had a lot of pull. And they haven{ntelligible phrase), especially Lou Scolnik, you know,
Lou was very, he was a tower, | think, these petiiéyou could depend on. | remember that
there was a bunch of migrant that was up north sdraee and they didn't have anywhere to
stay. So they, | don't know whether they were lirgally, but they brought them back and put
them on a bus and sent them down here to LewistdmetNAACP. And they went to, | don't
know, a particular motel and they wouldn't accepi so someone called me. | went and got
them and | took them to the Miami Motel over haréuburn, and no problemyrintelligible
phrase). And I think Lou was one that was instrumenitaémember when we had the Public
Accommodation Lawuintelligible word) in the state of Maine, and we had other problems
(unintelligible word).

But it isn't what you do, it's how you do it, yondw. And see, we went about it in the right
manner and it took a while for it to pass, but éuahy it went through, the law came through.
Same as with, when we put in for Martin Luther Kirlgow, that was fine, man, that was fine, |
tell you, but it also was an eye opener, but yoifi work in the right channel | think you can
accomplish, it takes a lo-, sometimes it takedaog, but the fruit of those things, I think, are
coming into full swing and growing.

JR: Did you have many dealings with the Maine legise, or any local governments?

NK: Well, | mean, we did take on the Democratidyhere in the state of Maine when Jesse
Jackson was running for president. The conventiasiin, had it in Lewiston | think that year,
and | don't know if you ever heard of Alan Sussmatan Sussman used to rumafne), an
organization which was opposed to South Africa smébrth, he was working for sanctions
against them. Him and | were delegates for Jessdesdn and we got here to Lewiston and his
name wasn't on the ballot. So we asked the questry and they said, “Oh, well, they probably
forgot.” So just the two of us here, we just tekkm, “Well, if his name is not on the ballot then
it's not valid because if you got a candidate shatssing.” And | said, “Until his name is on the
ballot then we will vote to proceed.” And they wemit and printed up a new ballot. You know,
it, it did not really serve the purpose becausetirpose was, in the beginning they excluded
him, so | mean even though they did that, it was gun appeasement, it was not real, you know,
it was not a reality.

And that tells me that the state of Maine, evemgfiothey are Democrats, opened my eyes,



because | started going back to the capital, ta Brn@d see, for years and years and years we had
a Democratic Congress, we had a Democratic Semathad a Democratic president. And our
peoples caught more hell on the Democrats thandlteyith the Republicans, because all these
laws that came up, they were all in power. Theay th@ authority or the power to change it right
there and then, but they didn't do anything. Yoaw what | mean? Until when the NAACP,
when we had SNCC and what's the other amentelligible phrase) a corps, nintelligible

phrase) and the southern Christian leadership and the 8RAvhen we came together as one
unit, when they started having- | don't know whetywu remember the Freedom Fund Riders?

JR: The what?
NK: The Freedom Fund Riders.
JR: No.

NK: You remember? One of, they got on a bus andwleat down to Anniston, Alabama.
That was where their bus was set afire and theseand then they got beaten up. And they
went in this restaurant and they refused to seowe YAnd | think the two that really for instance,
the southern Christian leadership with Dr. Martirther King. | marched quite a few times with
him also, but I think what brought that to the fonat again was the Montgomery bus boycott.
Now, you see, every time Martin Luther King goad,jthe NAACP always bail him out. Not
only him, but everybody else, you see, but he logdionor, he was the bulldozer, but we were
paving the way. Organizations | think, such asNB&ACP, | see them as a vehicle that's really
kept the lid between confrontation and conflictshiis nation between black and white. Because
we know what it is, we know what it is to be blaeakd we know what it is to be white. Because
all you need to do is just look across the stradtsee what the situation is, especially when it
comes to jobs, and when it comes to neighborhondseaery other nature. | think that, America
is a nation of multi colors, all different coloretly have mixed together. Otherwise we are, and
America, | don't care where you're living, but yeuh the same pot, but yet every time when it
comes to spreading the broth, we going to gehallkilt and somebody else gets none, or the
pepper @nintelligible phrase). That's life.

JR: How many, you mentioned your trip down to Mss§ppi, how many trips did you take
down. Because | remember, | talked to Gerry Talbetmentioned his trip down to Mississippi,
| think in -

NK: Yeah, | think Jerry went down to, where did Blurph live? Yeah, | remember Jerry
was down.

JR: Itwasn't, was it Laurel, Mississippi?

NK: That's it, yeah, Laurel, Mississippi, right.ellyyou see, | went down to Laurel, too, well
before | went to the convention, that's where | theedconfrontation. Yeah, down to Laurel, and
that's where the Gypsum Company is, their headersartAnd | walk in and | could see where
they have this, their coloreds only and whites ptilgir fountains for drinking. They could go
to work with a gun on their side and everythingltkat. | just this one trip | made to



Mississippi, that was when | went to the natior@iwention, it was in Jackson, Mississippi. But
why | went to Laurel because | think, maybe two kgelefore that there they had an explosion,
| think a couple, a few, a lot of, quite a few chlsw up on the railway with some type of
chemicals | think.

| just wanted to see what it was like in Laurel sBssippi. That was one of my worst
experience | had, coming back from the electiond,wahen | was driving back up to the capital,
there was a car following me with the lights ouhihk coming through the bayou there or
something. And | knew exactly what the heck wasigan because my granddad said, “When
you get yourself in a situation that you don't knehat to do, just get out and act crazy,” and
that's what | did. 1 got to this narrow bridgeddnust stopped the car on the road. And | got
out of the car and | took the tire, my, the timniffor your tires, you know, and | start talking
gibberish. | don't know what the heck it was, “ldrljah,” you know, and | started breaking
these guy's headlights and everything, and satlysone of the guys said, “Let's get out of
here, this nigger's crazy.” So they did. Got up gode.

JR: But it worked, right, your father's advice wedk

NK: And it worked, yeah. It worked. And as | saigk were brought up not to be afraid of
anything. He said, “Do what you have to do the lpes can do it. Just don't be afraid of
anything,” he said. Your life, you only have orfe lio live, and if you're going to die, you do
your best. Don't be afraid to die. You were btordie. And that's a good one. But just don't let
it take, don't let someone take it from you withputting up a fight.” So that's what | did, I just
act crazy, you know. Oh God.

JR: That's incredible. I'm going to flip the tapeen here.

End of Sde A
SdeB

JR: This is Side B of the interview with Neville Kwles. And you were just talking about
your time down in Mississippi back in the sixtid3o you have anything further to add about
that?

NK: It just also taught me a lesson that diffestates and how the people react to certain
situations. You see, it depends on the governmi¢mtas not the people; it was the government
that was driving the people to think the way thapk or to do what they do, because in the
hotel that | lived in all the maids were white, sileody there was white. There was not one
black face in the whole crowd, but they were veuiitp and very nice and we had very good
conversations. | brought up their situation witkeddar Evers, he was the guy that got shot in
Mississippi, he was an NAACP person. And we hadrg good healthy conversation about that.
And also @nintelligible phrase), and, the three that were murdered in Philadelg¥ississippi,
remember they find their body in shallow grave?

JR: Oh yeah, there was another one, like Goodman?



NK: Goodman, Cheney, anth(e) | think, those three. And we'd talk about tlaad | asked,

| said, “Hw do you feel about, how do you feel abihese people who was exercising their God
given rights,” | said, “the same as you or anybelde here.” They said, “Yeah,” but, they said,
“We did not agree with it, but there was nothingea® do. Otherwise, if we come to help you
people, then they say, well you're nigger lovansirtelligible phrase) find ourselves being shot,
or our place burned down or something of that matuBee, so | think, as | say, it's, like
someone asked me, | think it was last month, whdtttink the greatest obstacle is to black
men in this nation, and | said government. Talaok around. | call Augusta Jericho, | go into,
every year when we get a new administration thealk around in all the office, and | look and
see. Same as | walk around here at Bates Colledjalbthe office, | look and see. | don't see,
every face | see in these offices is likewise, tieeawise. The only place | saw another black
face | think was in the equipment department, wHhae young man's name, Jimmy, Jimmy
Taylor, Jim Taylor?

JR: Oh yeah, yeah, he used to work at the highadahkben | was there I think, or junior high
school.

NK: But otherwise, | walk in all the office around campus and | just look. Like | said, we
talk about the race of people, and what is it? Nahen | talked about that with Ken Curtis or
Ed Muskie, they did something about it. We diglrst talk, we did something. And that's why |
respect him a lot, both. And as | said, | wasyé In a house with Republicans and they said to
me, “Whenever you become naturalized and a voiingea of Maine, be sure you vote
Republican.” So | said, “Why?” They said, “Becay®u Republican is a ship, and everything
else is the sea.” But when | become naturalizeegistered in the, as an independent, because |
wanted to see how the sea deals with the ship. olinckrtain incidents, they were both together,
there was no difference between being a Repubbcéeing, it depends on the situation, | did
not see that much of a difference. And | wasdhdiintend to remain a independent until when
it comes to primary, you can't vote. You couldwote, so | said, well, | will register as a
Democrat but | vote according to the candidatkstén to them, | sit down and talk with them,
and I, I'm not a party man, | vote according to¢hadidate because sometime you got good
people, the Democrats that are running, you gotl gmmple that are Republicans that are
running. So | vote for the ones that | think wid the best for, not Neville Knowles but will be
the best for the state, for everybody. So thatan't see the concept of like a government
(unintelligible word) conservative. What the heck is a conservatie® they not Americans?
Are they not a party?

| mean, in 1991 | was down in D.C. for a week. tEhahen the civil rights bill was there, | was
down there to testify for a whole week. And thimgjs | hear really make me stop and think, and
say, “Where am 1? Is this a strange land? Or atrahge?” You know what | mean. So it's
really, sometimes it's really a hard road to walkgl it takes education to enlighten everyone.
But sometimes you have the education but youcstiilt get into the light, because it's strangled
because of the color of your skin or the way yorgseare shaped, or your hair or something like
that. But it's, but the mind, you know, as | sadunintelligible word), if you cut me, I'm going

to bleed. My blood is not black. It's the samewasrybody else. And | remember the guy, he
said, “Oh, I'm a blue-blooded Englishman.” | s&@h really?” | said, “Okay, what color's your
blood,” | said, “Is it blue?” He said, “No, it'©h” Then where does the blue come in? | said,



“Is that a superiorupintelligible word) mentality that you have?”

But | think a lot of our problems today is comimga when we deal with, we think that we are so
superior to other people or to other things. Webtall on the same level, because | could not
expect Neville Knowles to compete with someone Was a Ph.D. here and a Ph.D. there. But
when it comes to common sense, that's my namés thgthame because you could be educated
to the hilt, and yet you can be, sometimes somebadybe as stupid as whatever there is out
there running around. It all depends on commogesand hindsight and how you deal, as | said,
| don't handle things, | deal with it. And if | ikea mistake | admit my mistake and | apologize,
| carry a load, | leave it there. You see, but sgraople they are so engrossed that they cannot
apologize, so they can't say, “Well, | admit thatdde a mistake.” And | want you to know in
my coming up in the NAACP | made many mistakes,|bearned, you know, | learned. |
learned good from Thurgood Marshall and Roy Lukétsarned, so it's.

I'm very fortunate, really fortunate because | par, mingle anywhere, anytime, because | am
not afraid. And up here | can sit down and haeeraversation with anyone, anywhere, king,
gueen, whatever you are, and | can feel just ad gad just as happy and just as intelligent as
anybody else because | know how to deal with mysiltf other people. As | told a guy one
day, | said, “To you | might look stupid, but I'natras stupid as | look, so be careful.”

JR: That's great. All right, tell me about Gerrglfot.

NK: Oh, Gerald Talbot, oh yeah, Gerry and | useditcthe road together. Jerry was the
president of the Portland branch at the time whead president of the Central Maine branch.
And when we'd go places, for instance we'd godorderence, for an NAACP conference, we
used to always go together. Gerry was a guy thatld depend on, and Jerry could depend on
me. Like, | recall one time there was, the citySoluth Portland, they were going to, they got
some money from the arts committee | guess, andvilas going to show a bunch of film,
movies and so forth, and the one they chose to sinstwvas called "The Birth of a Nation." |
don't know if you ever heard of it.

JR: | have heard of it. Never seen it, but |'vardeof it.

NK: Okay, so at that time | was working in SoutitRad for Hemingway Transportation and
| heard that that's what they was going to showl &lled Jerry up, because he was the
president of the Portland branch of NAACP. But,)gee, | was also the vice president New
England region NAACP, so | could end up being amgneh So | went to Jerry, | said, “Gerald,
did you know that South Portland is going to shdwe Birth of a Nation’ and that's the movie
they're going to start, to choose to show overethierHe said, “You're kidding.” | said, “No.”
He said, “No, | didn't know that.” | said, “Welljust wanted to let you know that that's what
they have to start with.”

And on my way back to work | stopped in and | hadeeting with the city manager, and after
talking with him he said, “Wait a minute, Mr. Knosd,” he called in the city lawyer, you know.
He said, “Mr. Knowles has some objection to starthis show with ‘The Birth of a Nation’.”

So he said, “Oh,” he said, “l don't see anythinthut.” So | said to him, “What do you expect



to learn from that movie, what do you expect fa dommunity to get from that movie?”
something like that. | said, “Do you realize th@t movie was made by.....” what the heck was
his name, oh shoot, | read the book twice, toocBlake Me Well, whoever he is, he made that
movie to depict black people, and that's when h#yrshow it to get the Ku Klux Klan going.

Did you know that?

JR: That the -?

NK: "The Birth of a Nation".

JR: Right. That, ¢nintelligible phrase)?

NK: He was the one that was very instrumental énkth Klux Klan.
JR: Okay, the flmmaker, or the author of the book?

NK: No, the flmmaker of that movie. And that'satime depicted to America as what black
people are like. And when they see that, of cotiveg bought it hook, line, and sinker. So, |
mean, he had no problems, that was one of hisitgdilms for the Ku Klux Klan. Yeah. So
when Gerry came over to talk with the city manag®yut that movie, they said, “Well, the city
manager now is in a meeting.Urfintelligible phrase) and so when | come in he says, “Oh,
Nevy.” “Yeah,” | said, “yeah,” | said, “when | ss®mething wrong | take care of it
immediately,” | said, “I deal with it immediately.He said, “Oh,” he said, “I could always
depend on you.” | said, “In a sense, yeah, yowmkho

So Gerald, Gerald's a very good person for this tiior the NAACP, because we work together
and we travel together. | think of, like when he for his seat here in Augusta, we were having
our convention and we were in Pittsfield, Massaettas What's that, one stop away from New
York City? And | got a call from the national comé®n saying, “Mr. Knowles,” yes, he said,
“Mr. Talbot is considering to run for a seat in #tate of Maine.” He said, “We're having
elections and | see where you are from the stadamfie, you are here to be second vice
president.” | said, “Yes.” So he said, “How wouwlou like to give that position up and let Mr.
Talbot have it so it would be a boost to him fa bandidacy?” | said, “Of course, | have no
guarrels for that.” And I did.

JR: So that was in the regional NAACP?

NK: Yeah, that was the regional. And also theonati called also, looking, questioning my
support for Gerald,upintelligible phrase). He went as long as a, well, he run at largaylsen

you run at large you don't have problems. But wyminget down to the wards, now that's where
the problem comes in, see, and that's what hapgenksry when he went to, from at large to
precinct and wards only, that tells a story ridtgre.

JR: Okay. Were you at all involved in his campaidor the Maine legislature?

NK: Behind the scenes.



JR: Behind the scenes, yeah.

NK: Yeah, because | mean, at that time | coulditbme too involved because | didn't live in
Maine, you see? | was living in Auburn, whichusiftelligible word) behind the scenes, oh
yes, definitely behind the scenes.

JR: Okay. You mentioned that the first time yourest you said you traveled for a year. Did,
| thought you mentioned, did you do that for the NZP, or (nintelligible phrase)?

NK: Ijusttook a year and I, when | was sixty-titcaveled. | just wanted to see different
places and whatnot,iintelligible phrase) what the people was like. And after that, foottuer
year, | worked three months in California, | workbdee months in New York, | worked three
months in Baltimore, and where else did | work®lttat for a year. California, Washington,
D.C., Baltimore, and New York.

JR: Okay, and what did you do for that year?

NK: Well, I just worked in the officepfintelligible phrase). And the, | was offered a job in
D.C., but I don't like D.C. No, it's the nationapital but it's an eyesore. I, first time | wémt
D.C. I, God, | came in through Dulles airport, adhd other time | went to D.C. | came into
Alexandria, Virginia. And then [, driving in | satd the cab driver, | said, “Where are we?” He
said, “You are in D.C.” | said, “You're kidding.You know? He said, “Yes, you are in D.C.,”
and | look and | said, “You mean this is the ndsarapital and they're not doing anything about
it?” Oh my, coming in, it looked all dilapidateitijooked like a war zone, because it had the
rioting of years and years ago, and they neverdidhing about it. Same as they did in Watts,
they didn't do anything about that really, thersiggis still there.

So | figured now at this point in time in my lifdtye NAACP is so imbedded in my mind's eye, |
keep, every time | hear a situation | don't, | tiget (nintelligible word) anymore because |

say, “Well, this is America, and those things aveng to happen.” And if, but it can be
prevented, as | said, it all depends on the goventnmow the government, you see, the
government tells you what to do, but they're nohgdt, you see. One of the most segregated
segments of this nation is the federal governmsatfi All, any government. As | said, every
time | go to some place new, | always go down &dity hall, check it out. And that tells me
precisely where they're coming from. Bring me tigack in to where | am now, | check it out,
every time | walk around this campus | check it oBecause, you see, we're not going to make
the true progress in this nation until we reallydnan open mind. And | don't mean open at both
ends, because someone said, “Well, | have an opeh’nand | said, “Yes, so do |, but my mind
isn't open on both ends.” 1 think, things thatddde in, | don't, | am not, for instance now this
situation with affirmative action, what is it? éwlt believe in it, because why do they have to
have a law that says, well, if | am black | am #di to this job or you, if you are white you can't
have this job. Because | think affirmative actisncame into place, but who put it there? Black
people didn't put it there. And for what reasog® who was the first to try to turn it around
and appeal it? | mean, | really watched it closddp you remember the Bakke case in
California?



JR: Vaguely, tell me about it. | think I've hearflit, but-.

NK: He was a student who wants to go into meddabsl, and they had this, they had so
many slots open for blacks and he couldn't geHa.was well qualified, but he couldn't get in

so he sued. And he won his case. And then #huérica went crazy because they said, now,
because of that, what are we supposed to do@d,ljgat do what you, do the right thing.
Someone come in, regardless of whether they'ré lolawhite, | said, if there's an opening.

They said, “Well what about his qualification?’sdid, “Well | can tell you one thing, if black
people have access same as white people have add¢sssd, “you don’t need to worry about
affirmative action,” | said, even though we hadthits, how a black doctor became black
doctors, how do black people become, take for mtgtanow when the war, what they had, one of
the best squadrons that they had were black. $aiely well let's put them out front to guard the
white guys. | mean, | think they, they did a ggalo, you know, guarding all the guys, and you
know, they were terrific. So | think all they neisca law that's fair, that's all. We don't need t
have all these laws, they got affirmative actiod &kEOC and all those things, if the government
itself would be fair and square with America.

| say, when | came here to Bates College, | hanhtemtion to come back to work because | was
retired. But they say that I'm, and lots of pedpdee in Lewiston and Auburn made a complaint
in the NAACP. Saying that Bates College won't lyioe if you're black. And | told this to Dean
Branham the other day when | met with her, | sdiglist came here to test the waters.” And
when | got hired, and when | came, they said towsd, you know, | came because of a job that
was opening on, | think it was for security, butvéis taken. So they said to me, well, we have
our um, we used to call those janitors at that titnese custodians, and a janitorial job was just
coming open. So | just said, “I'll take it.” Lejust try it, you know, “I'll take it.” And sheaxl,
“Well, okay, I'll think about it and I'll give yoa call.” So when | got home there was a message
on the phone saying that | got the job. And tlreeblcommunity was shocked. You know, they
said, “Well, we tried and tried and we never got ihsaid, “Well.” He said, “You're different.”

| said, “No, I'm not different but it's just thatin a guy who goes somewhere and | know what
I'm after and | know what I'm looking for, and Igoing to test the waters to the maximum. |
don't care how hot it gets, I'm going to be ther&rid working here, being the only black
custodian that's, for the first couple of monthsaisn't easy. It wasn't easy at all. But | had the
proper training so | know how to deal with it.

So I'm, which brings me right back again to goveznim And | told this to Senator Muskie
when | met with him in Washington, that unless tdeywhat they are supposed to do for the
whole nation, | asked him, “Why do we need a aigihts law? Why do we need a voting rights
law? Why is that?” | said, “You guysifintelligible phrase), and | said, where's the law that
gives you the authority that you can vote?” | sdiib you have to fight for anything,” | said,
“you have to fight for nothing.” | said, “Whatevgou've got, you don’t have to fight for it?” So
every time a law comes by it's something that prexad, piecemeal, if you're this or if you're
that, for instance.

| would tell you right now I'm quite sure that ieSator Muskie was still alive today and these
bills come up, now they got to have a bill for jfisation for someone if they're gay, or someone



if they're lesbian. They're human beings. Andgbeernment here again is responsible, they're
responsible for the people. Well, are they peopde® I'm quite sure Muskie would be one in
there, right in there fighting for them. Becaugebelieved in equality for everyone, regardless
to what you like or where you came from. And thet'sy | respect both him and Ken Curtis.
There are other people, there are a governmeray ofimdidates that do the same thing, but it's
the trailblazers and as | said, Muskie startedibtathe trail for the Democrats in the state of
Maine, and he did a good job. And Ken Curtis dgbad job. And it kept going on.

See, because Maine was strictly Republican, a Repubstate. And the Democrats, they got
their foot in the door and they kept it ajar foitgisome time. But it depends on their actions.
The bills that they proceed to that would be conspéory, not just for the party but for the state
and for the nation as a whole. It's like um, wheome to Bates College I'm, then the students,
the education should banintelligible word) | think, not just to think of who you are or wieer
you're coming from, but for the world. Becauseythee citizens of the whole; they don't know
where they're going tauintelligible phrase), so the education should be broad enough to
encompass the whole because our neighbors isnitgisdoor, our neighbors is overseas. And
we have to know how to deal with that. How wouddiydeal with it?

JR: ldon'tknow. Take a little training | thinkThat's great. Are you still involved with the
NAACP?

NK: Yeah.
JR: Yeah?
NK: Right now I'm president again of the Portlananch.

JR: Ohreally, okay. In your years in it, how hax®i seen it evolve, like the agenda of it, and
what do you see it now as opposed to like whenfiysustarted?

NK: Well, when it first started | think things wadot different than it is now. You see, a lot
of people think because you get a job or you haveuse, or you can live here, you can live
there, that they have it made. But under thegth@mn underlying current there, and it's like it's
invisible and you don't know until you smack-datiie middle of it. See, here in the state of
Maine, as | said, discrimination and segregationylmatever you want to call it, it is here, but
you don't know until you walk into it. In the sbutyou know it's there because you can see it
before you get into it, and you know it. So youiog surprised. But, that's my reason for saying
that state of Maine is no different from any othite. We have the same situation, the same
problems, but it's just how it's dealt with. Othise, here in the state of Maine, it is not as| wel
like | say, in the past it was not as violent asas suddenly, but now, the violence now, it's all
over.

And the NAACP, a lot of people, they don't thinlatkve need the NAACP anymore now. They
say, we got this and we got that, and what's tleel.né&nd | said, “Well anytime you look
around,” | said, “and you see, do you open yousey®l see precisely where you are and where
you came from?” | said, “In the fifties and sigjeverybody was running to the NAACP



because the NAACP is the one that opened the dodném, to get in.” And once they got in
there, they said, “Oh well, we don't need the NAALR more, you know, we are where we are-
stop in there and there and then think.” But tleute they lose their job, they run back to the
NAACP. So we still have a lot of problems, busitin some sense it is better now than it was in
some area. And it really came, | thinkintelligible phrase), mostly when we have a recession
and jobs are, you know, that's one of the mairkistgcpoints, when it comes to jobs. So, | think
now they've got a lot of people that are suingiibat they call reverse discrimination. There's
no such thing. But it only becomes that when timeds on the other foot. But you see, in the
meantime (nintelligible phrase) and you can't get the shoes off, it makes ardiffee.

JR: Have you used your connections with the NAAGRet involved here at Bates at all?
And?

NK: No, no, no. What I do, I do it on my ownmeéan, not because, well, a lot of people
know that | am involved with the NAACP but | do nete the NAACP to intimidate or to agitate
or to promulgate or anything of that nature. | ii$er somebody else, if somebody else come to
me and say, okay, well Neville, | have a problemetend there, I'm on it immediately. But as
far, like my kid said, “Dad, you're always fightisgmebody else's battle and,” he said, “when
we were growing up you were hardly here, you alwgy®n here for someone and their
someone.” They say it's time that | give it up reovd let somebody else do the work. I'm
thinking about it. Because, as | said, from '6%,niow what, 2001. Yeah, sometimes | feel like
getting back in that mode, as | said, in the Balamayo back home periodically and every time
| get and see that blue, blue water | say to mySdt problem, man.”

JR: That's great. All right, | guess maybe justoaigle more questions. One, just working at
Bates, what do you, how do you see the relationséipveen Bates and like Lewiston, what's
your take on that, | guess?

NK: Well, | think Bates has a very good rapportwtite twin cities, nintelligible phrase),
because, as | said, | get around a lot, but wfeailt Bates for, they do not extend themselves
enough when it comes to, | would say, other, fts, how do | put this now, other segments, or
other part of the country. Because | know whera$ WMew England V.P., | would give or send a
invitation to Bates College when we were having @mvention, having what we would call,
some people call them job fairs, but when we inthiesm to come down to talk to students about
attending the school, | have yet to see, | haveinseen anyone from Bates College at these.
And | go back to the Bahamas, | got my shirt onh,'@ou work at Bates College. How is it at
Bates College? Whatifintelligible phrase).” | never say anything bad about Bates College.
Here | work on how | feel and what | see, but abere I'm going to praise them to the hilt, you
know what | mean, because it's a darn good coll&ye.we have, we still have a long, long way
to go to bring it up to par, where it should be witecomes to, I'm not saying that you should
have black students just to say we have black stadbut | mean let's put our effort into it, let's
make diversity diversity, not, just not talk ab@utDo some concrete actions about it. | think
there are less black students here than whentédtamhere is no question about, to me it looks
that way. And not only black students, | meanp &sployees. Now, | think where Bates
College has made the most progress is in faciNtyw, | can't hate them for that because they
got it, man, you know, they are here. But yet when look, but still, the cupboards are bare.



What do | mean by that, when it comes to stathirk, as | said, you can't get the shoes off
when it's swollen, and that's what happens, | thiely got to let that foot shrink a little, you
know, so they can get that shoe to go on the dtimer

But as far as the college, it's a good collegete®a&Bowdoin, | dealt with Bowdoin, and also |
dealt with Colby. My first job at Colby College waack in the sixties when about eight or ten
black students took over the chapel. That's ritgtey were taking over buildings in the school.
| was on my way back to the Bahamas, going on i@tdtgot this emergency call. Got to
come back up to Maine, and | dealt with that. B&lellege, we still have problems here
because, | don't know if you remember, when wasbibut four years ago when the kids took
over the admissions?

JR: Oh, | don't remember that.
NK: You don't remember that?
JR: No. I don't remember that.
NK: Oryou weren't here then.
JR: Probably not, yeah.

NK: Yeah. Okay. and some of the things that thenewaying, we were saying that back in
the sixties, saying things about, you know, notugitoblack kids in classes, and not enough
black faculty. You see, if we're going to pave thad, we need the proper machine to do it
with. So they still have a little work to do. Blugive them, | would say maybe a C+ for
(unintelligible phrase), they're trying.

JR: They try.

NK: They're trying. One of these days they'll ptallg be there, but they have to speed it up a
little, they have to speed it up a little. In mynatis eye, at least. And, | don't know, as | shid,
am, what, seventy-three years old now. Peoplswamised that I'm still working. | may just
say tomorrow, “This is it,” and go home. Then oustodial department will be right back
where it was before. No otherwise, all likewidut, they've got some people | think on board
now who are really, | think, dedicated. But tha#dication needs to have the support. They can
be dedicated, but the support is not there, andgtikgo around in circles. See, | was on
practically, | was interested, whatever commurtigythad, | was a part of, until | see for myself
in my mind's eye how it works and what's going émd my time, my time is too valuable to
waste it when | do not see it's going to be recarsgble for what | am there for, for how | feel
about it. 1 don't care if it's King George. [&ihot working, whether | think it's going to be
beneficial for the college as a whole, I'm not jiasiing for Neville Knowles because Neville
Knowles is black, | mean, | want to see the anchiop so the boat can take on its passenger
regardless to who or where successfully, and itishlbe compensatory to this college as a
whole, not just to me, but for the college itselhen they can say, “Eureka, they found it.” You
know what | mean? Okay.



JR: Okay, great. That's about all | have. Any tasnarks about Muskie, Bates, Maine?

NK: Maine, as | said, | love it here in Maine. T®avhy I'm still here. It's the only state I've
lived in since | came. By the way, when | retised | went back home, | went for two weeks. |
stayed one day.

JR: Down in the Bahamas? You stayed one day.

NK: One day, Nassau, and | came back to Maine.

JR: Really? Wow, so you must really love it, to smpdbye to that nice weather.

NK: Right. Because as | said, we have our problentd, can deal with it and I'm, not that, a
lot of people know me, they know my thinking, paftny mentality, and we kid each other.
But, oh yeah, I love Maine, | love Maine. And lyson is out at Poland Spring, | have a
daughter in Old Orchard, so | have other familyeheAnd they like Maine a lot also.

JR: Allright.

NK: So, and as for Bates College, yeah, | like 8&tellege, too. They need some changes,
but the reflection has started to show in Andrewakd, you know, so one of these days it's
gonna be lit up and you're going to see, the rip@aoing to be compensatory to this college as
a whole. And they'’re in the process now of getingew president; | just hope that he would

come with an open mind and his eyes won't be closed

JR: Allright. Can you think of anyone we might ntdo interview, either who would know
something about Muskie or NAACP or anything likatth

NK: Oh, and there's a lot of people out there, like you said you already did Elizabeth,
right?

JR: Yeah, we did.

NK: Elizabeth Jonitis?

JR: Elizabeth Jonitis, yeah.

NK: Well, Judge Scolnik, Lou.

JR: Louis Scolnik, yeah, he was probably, | thirkshbeen, is he still here, or-?
NK: Oh yeah, he's right here amintelligible word) Avenue.

JR: Is he, okay. | think we have him, but I'll dib& check that. Yeah,. He’s probably.



NK: Yeah, he knows a lot about the NAACP, he gdunstelligible phrase), and also if not
how, Damon Scales.

JR: Damon Scales, okay?
NK: He's ajudge also.

JR: Right, I don't know if we've done him. Okapwhabout William Burney, either one of
them, are they?

NK: Oh, Bill Burney, yeah, Bill's, he's junior, yede lives in Portland, sure.
JR: He lives in Portland, okay.

NK: He works for the housing authority, I think.

JR: Really? Okay. Allright, yes, | think I'm abne. Thank you very much.
NK: Okay.

End of Interview
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