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Biographical Note

Donald R. Larrabee was born in Portland, Maine ogust 8, 1923 and grew up there. His
parents were Henry C. and Marion Larrabee. Hedé@ Syracuse University, and joined the
Army Air Corps during World War Il. He moved to \8kington where he became associated
with The Griffin News Bureau, the news bureau whHegespent his entire career and that he
eventually owned. The bureau covered all the newgashington and news specific to Maine.
He later left the news bureau to work for Goverbongley and subsequent governors.

Scope and Content Note

Interview includes discussions of: newspaper ingustd coverage of Muskie; Muskie’s
environmental protection work; urban planning argdelopment; Campobello Commission;
traveling with Muskie; Maine delegation; Maine piglians; and Muskie’s temper.
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Transcript
Don Nicoll: This is Tuesday the 4th of May, 1999. We're indhington, D.C. in the offices of the
Edmund S. Muskie Foundation, 1625 K Street NorthwBsn Nicoll is interviewing Don Larrabee.

Don, would you state your name, spell it and gise/our birth date and place and all the rest?

Donald Larrabee: You have it right: Don Larrabee, L-A-R-R-A-B-E-E{ou don't find



Larrabees many places, but there are quite a féaine, and none related that | can find out.
But | was born in Portland and, 1923, August 88rew up there and went to Deering High
School, of course, and my first touch of journalisass writing high school news for the
Portland paper. And | founded what is now the sthewspaper calleBamblings, for the

Ram, that’'s our mascot. And it’s still going anah bery happy about that. But we had a hard
time getting it started.

DN: What was your date of birth?
DL: August 8th, ‘23.
DN: Twenty-three. And what were your parents’ na®Pnes

DL: Henry C. and Marion. He was with the telephompany, New England Telephone and
Telegraph. And he supervised the installatiorheffirst dial telephones all over Maine. And he
used to bring home some of those old telephonefi@amdade them into lamps when he was
retired, so he had fun with that. | had an oldstes and a brother, older brother who are not
with us any more, and | have a brother who livegnugew Hampshire now. But I've been in
Washington for, since 1946.

DN: Now, you grew up in Portland and you went to idegHigh. Did you go to college?

DL: Went on to Syracuse for two years before theimtarvened, WWII. | went off and did

not return to Syracuse; was in the Army Air Corpd &rtunate. . . . even though | took a
cryptography course and learned all the secretssddbdn’t use them. So | found that, it was a
little newspaper there at the air base in Tucsaizofa that needed an editor. And | just
happened to land there at the right time and aagjgeof nineteen was putting out a weekly paper
on the air base, and loved it, for a long time.dAlmen [I] went on to Okinawa, Japan at the end
of the war, after which | came to Washington.

DN: You came directly to Washington then.

DL: Pretty much. | had to get one thing out of mgteyn. | was, | loved the big bands which |
guess everybody did in those days, and swing mastt) loved interviewing band leaders and
musicians. And | thought | wanted to be associatithl a band. So one of the men | met in the
service was with the Music Corporation of AmerinaHollywood and he kept urging me to
come out there when the war was over and he ddidyet you a band.” And, | can’t play a
musical instrument, but he promised me that he dvbatl a band that | could do publicity for or
manage or something, and he did. And these guyes alleveterans and we were full of it and |
thought they were better than Glen Miller, and warevgoing to go places. But the big band era
ended, you know, it did. People weren’t comingtouhe ball rooms any more after WWII and
they were settling down, and they’d discoveredvislen and other things to do.

So after about five, four, five months, in whichded up all my mustering-out pay on peanut
butter sandwiches for the band, they, | got in kowgh another man | met in the service who
had been an Associated Press correspondent in kigashibefore the war, for New England;



regional coverage, they used to do that. And drmeawas Rod Southwick. He urged me to
come on here and he said he was going to join $ort another man who had a small New
England news bureau and they were going to enlargend they needed a guy with legs who,
they needed a cub reporter there, so | was hitedl | came back east and joined them in July
of ‘46 and stayed with that news bureau all my eahere and eventually owned it.

DN: This was the Griffin.. . .?
DL: The Griffin News Bureau which, a man named BuylkBziffin owned it . . .
DN: That's Oakley?

DL: Bulk, Bulk, B-U-, it's a strange name, B-U-L-K-E-Y from Springfield, Massachusetts.
His father was a much revered and respected egfitbe SpringfieldJnion way back,
SpringfieldRepublican andUnion and those were considered very good papers thérehad
that paper. He had a lot of other small papefdaw England, and we added to them.
Southwick left after a year or so to become th& faublic information officer for the Atomic
Energy Commission which had been authorized andnizgd then. And so | stayed on with
Griffin and expanded the bureau and remained with PAnd when he died his widow had no
interest and | acquired it and ran it and expantleden more. So we had, at one point about
twenty-seven newspapers that we sent news todimgwpapers in Maine and all over New
England and elsewhere.

DN: Now in the early days, in the late ‘40s with tBeffin News Bureau, did you cover both
the Congress and the administrative branch?

DL: We really covered everything in Washington. #swrimarily Congress because the
papers, the little papers that wanted to pay useiunyg for this service wanted to know what the
congressmen are doing. And, but on the other Haré was interest all over government. We
got to know. . . . | was at the Pentagon a lotiargbvernment agencies and went down to the
White House when the mayor of New Bedford came &shihgton. So any time there was a
local interest or anything of that sort we got itweal. And | was, | really, | went over and
interviewed Admiral Byrd for the Boston papBgston Traveler, because they had a tip that he
was going to the South Pole again. You know atigonderful training ground for a reporter;
this kind of coverage, which I'm afraid isn’t goimg as much any more as it used to.

DN: How many of you were there in the Bureau?

DL: Oh just, at that time just myself and Griffinndthen we hired, after Southwick left, we
hired another helper. And it was always aboutdlpeople through the years, very understaffed.
But we were underpaid, you know, five bucks a wieekn one paper and ten bucks from
another. You really didn’t get paid much for thig if you had enough clients you could make a
go of it.

DN: Now, was that, was the rate a flat rate fottadl coverage, or was it paid on a basis of a
column inch?



DL: Oh well, we, strange you should ask that bechaaa still remember Mrs. Griffin sitting
around and pasting up our output for Baston Traveler in the late ‘40s and sending it up every
month to get ten cents an indfine Boston Traveler. Now the other papers that we represented
paid, as | say, from five, ten, fifteen bucks a kvekalways encouraged them to ask for stories
and come up with ideas, because | felt if they vgatting what they wanted, why, they’d pay
more. And believe it or not, they did. They, otlez years some of them got paying as much as
a hundred a week. But in the early days it wag skimpy. And they really didn’t need it, as
they often told us. They've got the AP and, butats fun to be able to give them something that
nobody else had. And, most papers paid a searatesomewhat based on circulation and all of
that.

DN: Now how many, what papers in Maine did you reprg at that, in the forties?

DL: Justin the beginning, just in the beginning diswheBangor News because May Craig was
dominant in Portland with the Gannett papers, amdeWille and Augusta, and she had all of
those. We then picked up a radio station in Podt|l&/CSH | think, early on and gave, a fellow
named John Hogan was there as the news directad.h& loved it, he thought it was great. We
didn’t broadcast anything direct, you know, we’dtjgend him wires of news that they could
give out from their Washington bureau, and theredna while a phone call.

DN: So most of your filings were by telegram?

DL: Tele-, yeah, Western Union. It was this primagy of getting the news up there in those
days and we had special press rates, you knowyéstern Union coverage. There were
operators up in the press gallery standing byhalltime, at least two in the House and two in the
Senate, and usually a retired gentleman who satiowke corner. And you snap your fingers
and he came running when you had a piece of cogyanook it into the teletype operators.

But we did that.

And West-, | think we kept Western Union in busea#l the time my bureau was operating up
there in the press galleries, because of courseritd the ‘70s they began telex, what they
called, well, yeah, | guess it was called telethim beginning, it was a way of sending. And,
what amounts to fax now; so we, Western Union agukdnction any more. Yeah, they died,
as far as press is concerned. | don’'t know whet tto otherwise.

So we had a lot of good clients at that, finallyd& was there in the gallery, press gallery
essentially from, for thirty years back and fordgtween the House and Senate every day. And
then when there was something going on elsewhegevarnment, I'd go off from there. That'’s
how we did it.

DN: Were you very much aware of what was going odamne at the time?
DL: Yes, because we’d get, of course you get therpaped, the Bangor paper anyway; it was

my principal source because- and we’d hear abdrdrit our clients up there if they had an
interest in something that we could follow in Wasjton. | had, | learned a lot more much later



on when |, you know, had more clients up therethinbeginning, of course being from Maine, |
knew a little something about the state.

DN: Had you had an interest in politics when youeniarhigh school?

DL: No, no, | hadn’t at all. And | can still rememlveaiting to get out of the Army in Tokyo
and we were urged to write our congressman antigoeto get the troops home, you know. |
said, “Gee, who is it?” And | said there, “Seemsre there’s always been a Hale in Congress
from Maine; there must be a congressman Hale.” thatls all | knew. | didn’t really know
who my congressman was. | should have thoughtefvBter and White probably, the two
senators at that time | think, were they? Yes.

DN: Brewster and White, yes.
DL: Probably, yeah. Wallace White.
DN: Now, but you did have, as a high school studemi,did have an interest in journalism?

DL: Oh absolutely, yeah. | wanted to write from tinge | saw anything that I'd written in

print. It does encourage you to see your own worgsint and | did get a lot of copy in the
papers, also at ten cents an inch in the Portlapéfor news about Deering High School. And
that was, that, I've still got an accounting someveh | think | earned about six hundred dollars
writing for, over the years, just that little teants an inch.

DN: Inthose days that. . . .

DL: Ithrew all the names in | could. | mean evefpwho was on the honor roll and all that
stuff, stretch down the column. Though | lovedtlaad then | got a job on the Portland papers
my junior, senior year in high school; copy boyming around doing errands and just being
there. Once in a while they’'d give me an assigrirtewrite up a movie. | mean, it was not a
review of the movie, it was a description of thetpie; it was a promotion really, and things like
that just to see what | could do. But | loved tlzeid | was able to come there and work in the
summers when | was at Syracuse. So | enjoyedrantaate of journalism and | never got over
it.

DN: Did your folks have any interest in politicsgddhey talk about it. . . .?

DL: No, none at all. It really, my wife, my mothery mother used to love to write poetry and
I've got a whole book of her things. And that wes, | think she was a frustrated writer and,
never got anything published of course. And | méaeard politics discussed around the house.
And | found political science as a course at Sysaquretty dull, | really did. And | remarked
later on there was nothing like being right herbew | got to Washington, and being in the
middle of it that really excite me.

DN: Now starting in ‘46 when you went to work foetferiffin News Bureau, that started to
stimulate your interest in politics?



DL: Itdid, yeah, indeed. And | was the first sixmtits or so getting started and getting
familiar with the way Congress operates and Wasbmgiorked; getting acquainted with the
members that | was writing about. | can still tebaving the Congressional Directory in front
of me and looking it up as | wrote about some cesgiman, whether he was a Democrat or a
Republican; things like that, you know, just tosuge | was accurate. But | had no grounding,
backgrounding. And I, the first six months weralletough.

DN: 1 would think so.
DL: Yeah, for somebody with no background.
DN: Did you get to know the members of the Mainesdation during that period?

DL: Yes, | did. And, let's see we had, in my eardass there Margaret Smith was in the House
and then rather quickly ran for the Senate. Aodrl remember Frank Fellows, a congressman
from Bangor that we paid some attention to. Araféhwvere three, three seats in the House then
from Maine. | remember Charlie Nelson representimggcentral part of the state, and Hale as |
mentioned from Portland. Seems to me those arguyethat | had in the early years there.

And of course Senator Smith took Wallace Whiteatsérewster was around a little while, but
defeated by Payne as you know, in ‘52 as | rememBad then, he was only there for one term.
And then who, who was there then?

DN: Oh, Frank Coffin was elected in ‘56.
DL: Oh, Frank Coffin came in, he came in. And ofrseuEd Muskie in ‘58.
DN: Had you met Ed before he was elected to thet&82na

DL: I can’trecall that | did. Of course his, asavernor he didn’t come down here as often as
they do now. | don't believe, | don’t recall exs&eing him here. So, he may have been, but |
didn’t interview him. | didn’t know him until heraved on the scene in really the start of ‘59
and of course | pretty much watched everythingiddat thirty years after that.

DN: Now at the time that he was elected to the ®emas Griffin still serving primarilyrhe
Bangor Daily News in Maine?

DL: Yes, yeah. We didn’t pick up Portland until M@yaig retired in 1966. She did not go out
easily. She was old enough to leave but she digve any intention of leaving. And |
remember that there was some pressure on helire gtd she finally did. But | got a letter in
the middle of the year of ‘65 | guess from onehaf &ditors saying that she was going to retire at
the end of the year and wondered if | would haweiaterest in serving the papers. And of
course | pointed out that we had Bangor and thatkired of a problem. | got in touch with
Bangor and they said, told them what had beenexdfand they said they would pay more. But
we started a little bidding war there. And aftevtale | came up with the thought that | could
serve both Portland and Bangor, give them the s@ws, but if either one came up with an idea



for a story, they got it first. So there was ariaf competition there. But | found, you know, |
honestly don’t think either one read the other’pgravery much in those days. | would send my,
| would send the same column that | did for Podlan Sunday to Bangor and they’d use it on
Saturday morning. | never heard anything, any &lesut it whatsoever. But anyway that
worked out. | was glad it could because | realig ko pay attention to everything all over the
state.

DN: What was it like dealing with Ed Muskie whenflist came? Do you remember?

DL: You know, he didn’t make a big splash in the hagig. | suspect he didn’t make much
news right off the bat, and he was feeling his atmyg, I'm sure, and trying to decide what he
wanted to do; where he was going to make his mittink he took on some pretty lousy
committees because, well maybe he didn’t have noholte in the matters you know as a
freshman. Although I do recall when Lyndon Johngonished him a bit for not going, towing
the mark with the leadership and he got a suborgic@ammittee which he turned into a good
thing. But the early years probably he was nanseh news at all. | of course found him of
great interest and he was always, always had samgettsay. But I, not until he got going on
that legislative field that he was interested lrert we had plenty of news. | must have written
thousands of words about him.

DN: What impressed you about him in those daysyéad or for ill?

DL: Well, I thought he was a good student of the gsscyou know; he seemed to be paying
attention and listening to what was going on antddinang right in to things that he didn’t know
anything about. He cultivated friendships anddsned the system there, which is terribly
important, and didn’t throw his little weight aralinBut he just seemed to listen and learn. And
he, he was, he learned faster than many peoplgbéd/lae paid more attention than some of
them who’d come in. | thought that was, he waparneg himself and he did very well; better
than most do. And so when the time came that lhenfere comfortable there he was ready to go
and get into fields he wanted to. But he was adgdodent of the Senate in the early years |
thought. And, | never talked to him about it butdtched him.

DN: Were you in the position mostly of watching frandistance or did you get a chance to
interview him?

DL: A chance to interview. You know, we felt withrawews bureau that we had to make
contact every day with the members that we wrotaiabAnd | know that isn’t true any-more,
but we’d go call them off the floor of the Senatdle House and chat about anything that’s
going on to get reaction to some development oflthe Of course we called the office to get
help too on stories and the comments. But | tieeiduch base with my members every single
day at some, for a moment at least, you know. ‘dfgtubother them if I didn’t have anything to
ask them, but we did have a lot of personal comtédth | know they don’t have any more. I've
talked to the reporters; they don’'t seem to getiaddhe offices any more they way they used to.

DN: Did you cover any of the out-of-town, that igside Washington, hearings on such issues
as pollution control?



DL: No, no, we stuck pretty much here, yeah; no hdido anything out of Washington. 1 did
travel, as you know, with Ed Muskie later on whenwas interested in the presidency, and | did
some of that, but that was a bigger story, you krtben. But hearings | didn’t cover out of
here; | didn’t go to Maine for anything people tperte could cover it, you know.

DN: Did you, was there any pattern to the requestéws about Ed Muskie from the Maine
papers, and any differences in the two papers drad they asked for?

DL: I can't recall that. Of course Portland came miater and, you know, but the early years
at Bangor, | didn’t think there was a great deahwdgination up there in terms of asking for
stories. | didn’t get a great deal of that so us jvrote what was going on pretty much. And |
didn’t get any, anything that you would consideit@thl, you know, wanting me to take a
certain line or anything like that; get a storytth@uld be harmful or helpful either way. | didn’t
get that.

DN: How about the Maine delegation?
DL: To deal with?
DN: Yeah, dealing with it as a delegation?

DL: Well, you know, it, they, they tried, I've oftehought about it, in the early years they had a
delegation meeting every month. | think it triedhtave a delegation meeting every month. This
became terribly important for some of the membéysd | think, | remember Senator Smith
wanted to have those meetings, but for partisfeidiht partisan reasons not much would
develop. They could agree on certain things thelped the fishing industry or something like
that, but there were times it got pretty stickyndA remember standing outside the room (we
weren’t allowed into those meetings in the begighiand | remember standing outside with a
couple other reporters when the delegation wasingeet¥We heard some shouting in there and
my recollection is that was a spat involving Breavsit that time, and | don’t know what it was
all about. But | imagine they were rather livelg@tings some of them, and policy issues; they
had disagreements. Later on | kind of recall thase meetings (they let us sit in on some of
them, the reporters who wanted to). . . . Andri’tlsuppose there was anything much that
happened there when it was all out in the open.

One time | picked up some kind of a story abouisagteement within the delegation and it was
SO upsetting that they called me into a meetindp@fdelegation. This may have been before Ed
Muskie was there. And | remember Bob Hale in thaeting and Margaret Smith, and they
were trying to find out how | got this informatioyou know. And I just didn’t tell them; | said,
“It didn't come from anybody here,” you know, antht kind of thing. But it was so sensitive.
Now | don’t even know what it was but it was vepsetting to the delegation, this story. But
my relations were always very good with the membéfglt they played it straight with me and
gave me stories. Some were more ambitious pdlitic®ome were more interesting to talk to
because they had something to say, they’'d give gaod story. And some didn’t have much to
say about anything.



DN: Did Ed respond pretty well?

DL: Yes, always good, very, very good. He had a centran it, on anything | asked him. |
always thought he was very straightforward ana,oafrse newspaper people in Washington
have their favorites in the people that they c#inttafor the record or off the record. And |
always liked to, at times when | sensed there watsrg | would ask Ed Muskie if he could tell
me something, you know, for now that | needed tovkiior background with the thought that
someday when it was possible we’d get the stomyd that always worked out very well with
him and with others, you know, don’t violate a trudnd the thing | hoped, always hoped for
was that there was a mutual trust in our relatigpssh

Some members of Congress are very wary of the jmadsdon’t really want to confide in them
and there were, | had a lot of those people. NohfMaine so much as Massachusetts
delegation and all. | had two members up there méner had anything to say about anything;
they had no comment, no matter what it was. Bhink you have to try to engender some
respect and trust and if. . . . Someday it'll pfyand give you a good story. | used to that. Ed
was good.

DN: Now your first real travel with him was in "6, the vice presidential campaign.

DL: Yeah, but not a great deal. But | remember gleoof trips. What was | doing up in
Philadelphia?

DN: There was a trip to Philadelphia.

DL: Yeah, there was one. | remember one followimg &diound to some beer halls and that,
whatever they were. You know, American Legion naailese gatherings and he spoke, yeah.
That was a, that was my first exposure to that kihthing, yeah, when he was on the campaign
trail. 1 remember Philadelphia; I'm trying to rember some others. But those were always
good stories, watching him campaign.

DN: What impressed you about the way he campaigned?

DL: Well, his sincerity. He didn’t always tell a gg@mwhat they wanted to hear | guess. But he,
he came through as somebody that people understaidthey trusted him and they felt he was
giving them a straight story. And | know one ththgt bothered him, not so much those early
years; it was later when he was running for pretitigat he worked very, very hard on some
thoughts and certain speeches that he was gomigdo And [he was] very anxious that the
press pay some attention to what he was sayingl a&rikely as not they would pick up some
other thing that had nothing to do with the poietanted to make, or maybe there’s a heckler
in the audience, as there were. Something likentfzale the whole story. And he talked to me
about it one time; he said, “How in the world caget the press to pay attention to what I'm
trying to say?” And | said | didn’'t have the answ®that. But he was bothered by the fact that
he didn’'t get the coverage always that he waniéal, that’s not unusual for anybody in

politics, but I think he fretted over it a lot. Are, | suppose he was fascinated by the press and



the profession. We talked about it several times.

DN: Now in ‘68 you remember going to Philadelphi®@ere you in Washington, Pennsylvania
when he had the. . ..?

DL: No, | wasn’t for that, for that famous hecklestene. Talked with him about it afterwards
| guess.

DN: The next big trip with him as | recall was in719when you went to the Middle East and
Moscow.

DL: Moscow, yeah, that was an exciting trip | feftou were along | know. | still remember
standing outside the mosque in Cairo where we debating whether to take off our shoes;
well we had to take off our shoes to go in. Andewou the one who said something about,
“Suppose you had a hole in your socks?” And he, $&Vhat's wrong with that? This is a holy
place.” | think | can, always have quoted that.

Egypt and in Israel. And it was a tremendous liegrexperience for me. And then going on to
Moscow. Relations with all these countries weligtla touchy then, it wasn't as easy. . . . |
remember the hard time we had getting from Caifddscow, wasn'’t it? We had to get, had to
get out of there. Somebody held up the visas fong time.

DN: There was a long delay. And we also, our tgprf Israel to Egypt had to be by way of
Rome.

DL: Rome, that's right. We went to the Rome airpord nowhere else, stayed right there, and

back. Yeah, | remember that too. And in, | rememb Russia, oh boy was it cold, zero wasn’t
it?

DN: It was January.
DL: January, yeah. Averell Harriman briefing us mfteneeting with Kosygin was it?

DN: Well, he briefed you | suspect after the meetinth Gromyko and possibly after Kosygin
too.

DL: He was very, very helpful. That was a, was mexinier.

DN: Do you remember some of the details of how aan talked to you about those
meetings?

DL: No. You know | had a tape of that once; | damymore. I'm sorry, | can’t. | haven't
played it ever since then.

DN: But how, that trip was not all easy. | rememipaing in to Israel and getting there late at
night and a little controversy with the local préssause Ed was very tired. We’d just landed



and we had not scheduled a news conference but®ainé the Israeli government did. Do
you remember that incident and reporters’ reacttons

DL: No, | don't.

DN: Ed had troubles, as you mentioned, from timgnte with the press. And as he, as he got
into the presidential campaign that got a littlediesier. How did you feel as a reporter covering
the campaign about the way the campaign unfoldadicplarly in relation to the press?

DL: Well I thought most of the press that hadn’t kndwim, watched him, written about him
for years didn’'t understand him. | always felttth@hey didn’'t know that he was a man who
was deliberate in his thinking. He wanted to, ohe&ame to a conclusion and had thought
things out he was prepared to say anything anchdeteéhoroughly, and, as he did often on the
Senate floor in debate. But the press was too tesgding up to people and demanding an
instant answer, you know, a thought on somethiagilke hadn't given thought to and he didn’t
like that at all, | know. And of course it becamere and more prevalent with the involvement
of television and microphones in front of your fadeere you're almost forced to say something.
I don’t think he was comfortable with that sorttbing. And | don’t think the press, I think the
press was unreasonable in expecting a quick artsvestery question they asked in something
that he hadn’t given the proper thought to.

So they, | don't think, what, the press problentwituskie was, one, they probably felt he took
too long to make a decision or something like that that he, maybe he lacked a sense of
humor too. | don’t know whether they, his humoeregame through, (which is a wonderful
sense of humor, and puns which | shared with Hom)] don’t think that ever came through the
press. He wasn’t, you know, he was, they likediviigawas doing and saying, but they really
didn’t pay attention to a lot of the substantivingjs that he was interested in. And | always felt,
when he was working on the budget, for instancédeweloping the whole budget process there,
and some of those, in the other, in the cleanradrcdean water things to an extent, that the press;
they weren’t sexy enough for the press; They didafe about them enough, didn’t think they
were of enough interest. And so he didn't getattention that he should have on some of these
great achievements that he had in the Senate.

But I'm blaming my profession not knowing the maarywwell. | felt | knew him, | felt |
understood him, | felt | knew that here was a dwat had to think things through thoroughly and
be sure of himself before he shot off his moutimd Anaybe the press doesn’t want that in a
politician but I think it's a good idea. AnywaytHink they misjudged him a lot. Of course we
all know about what happened in New Hampshire hatihcident there.

DN: Were you present for that?

DL: I wasn’t, no, and | remember seeing it on televidiere. But, in that last conversation |
had with him about a variety of things, | rememtadgking about that. And | said, “Well, David
Broder’s apologized to you for that; he really feladly that he made, gave the impression that
you were crying there in New Hampshire.” And higlsares, but everybody picked it up and
everybody. . ..” |said, “I know; that’'s the packirnalism. And he is very disturbed about it;



he’s written about it in his book and he still feétat he did you a disservice.” But, he said,
“Well he hasn't really apologized.” He wasn’'think it really stuck with him right up to the

end, that he didn’t think Broder had properly agited, fully apologized for what he did there.
But he did understand what happened. Those athitigs that | think rankled with him a little
bit with the press. And one guy can write somajlinsay something and everybody picks it up
and goes with it.

DN: As you look back over his time in the Senateadg events stand out in your mind?

DL: Well, I had this image of him, and | don’t knovhieh. It all comes, it's a blur as to which,
the issue, what the issue was. But | can remesteften his standing up and leading the
debate on a bill in which he. ... I've neverrsaaybody who was more effective in rough and
tumble debate and, | mean answering, respondinindnshe answer; an effective spokesman
for his cause. And he did it better than anybddg &€ver seen in the years | was watching the
Senate. | thought he, I'm sure he did that inyeag the budget. And | remember that, (what
did they call it?) Demonstration Cities bill or sething like that . . .

DN: Model Cities.
DL: Model Cities, which. . ..
DN: It was originally Demonstration Cities.

DL: Well, you know, he put that through and it gédidess attention from the press than it
should have. But | thought it was a masterfultjpére. And of course he carried the
environmental legislation. And, | think, he washis element when he was on the floor and in
debate and challenged; he was challenged and, gaidtgot things done. | don’t know whether
he’d have made a good majority leader. I've oftesught about that. Now here’s this young
whipper-snapper Mitchell he trained who was a goagbrity leader: very good at leading the
Senate. Ed might have had a little problem witmsof the other fellows up there, you know.
He might not; you've got to have a certain temperainto deal with those rascals, all of them.
And | don’'t know whether he would have been a gleader, but he was an effective legislator.

DN: What characteristics might have gotten in hig?va

DL: I, we all know about the short fuse. His tempezat was such that he didn’t tolerate
things that, you have to really. . . . | guesthmleadership role they have to put up with afot
nonsense from your colleagues and understand ctehplehat's motivating them | suppose. |
don’t think that’s his cup of tea in that way. émder if he wouldn’t have, by his own
temperament, found it hard to lead; | don’t knawhink so.

DN: Did you have a chance to observe him at wotksrcommittees?

DL: | went to quite a few hearings; yes | did. | d@amember anything specific. | thought he
was, he handled those very well but | don't . . .



DN: But those were hearings, rather than the coreenittork sessions.
DL: I don’t know, no.
DN: Now, did you have much of a chance to watch &snsecretary of state?

DL: No; really pretty much from afar. | was, as ateraof fact at that point, you know Don, |
was, | had sold my news bureau to open an officéhi® governor of Maine here; you know, in
seventy (what was it?) ‘79.

DN: Just before Ed. . ..

End of Sde One
Sde Two

DL: Yeah, just be-, yes, and so, you know I, Longlegs then the independent governor; came
down here one time and | used to interview him.cliee here to Washington frequently. He
didn’t know what was going on. But he said he melesbmebody to send him information about
what was happening here and he just, he thoughhéhdidn’t have anyplace to hang his hat and
it would be nice to have a Washington office likietlzese other governors. So, | thought about
it, | said, “Well I've done this reporting long emgh in thirty years of it and it would be kind of
exciting.” And I, Longley of course didn’t stay wery long; he didn’t run again and he died.

But he chose not to run and Joe Brennan came gidot years and then McKernan for two and
| served all of them.

DN: You served through that whole period.

DL: All three of them; twelve years of those memtzerd, those governors. And | went to Ed
and to other members of the delegation when | waldimg that change to alert them to what |
was thinking about. And | thought they ought t@krnbecause | wanted to work with them for
the state of Maine more than anything in the woied essentially we were. . .. | didn’t get
involved in anything that the delegation was daingtheir own but | let them know what,
something. . ..

DN: We’'re on the second side of the tape intervigvidon Larrabee on the 4th of May 1999.
Don, you were just telling about how you let thenmbers of the delegation know that you were
leaving your news bureau, selling it, and goingvtwk for Governor Longley.

DL: That's right, and so he said, “Where do you waritave an office?” and | said, “I'd just as
soon stay in the press building. And | did. Ardkhlt, | went to the Hill frequently and dropped
in; visited the offices. But | really didn’t boththem unless there was something the governor
particularly wanted them to know about. EssentibWas sending information back that what,
what I, my estimation what was happening in Wadloingo he’'d be aware of it. And | didn’t
ask the delegation to get involved; they had tbein interests and projects and it’s often
probably what, the same as the governor’s.



But it was, it worked out well and | found mysetbmoting Maine more than anything else;
sending out literature and people calling and, wihery found out there was a Maine office for
travel information and everything else. It was,fand | did a lot of things like that here, the . .

At the same time, because | had that new posiwdh,the approval of the governors, | was able
to work with Ed Muskie on the Campobello Commissamal, which you’re familiar with. |
probably moved in there when you left. And, essdlgtto help with the arrangements and
planning of conferences and writing the report ang correspondence that needed doing. And |
also kept an eye on the budget process down heteddampobello, which was awfully touchy
at times, you know.

DN: Were there difficulties with administrationswith the Congress?

DL: Both. And if Congress would arbitrarily let’'sysd@hat some years they were going to cut
the budget ten percent across the board, everycadea to take a ten percent cut or something.
Then the Canadians suddenly said, “What’s happemene?” (they were supposed to), “We're
supposed to have a certain sum here for- we'reggoirshare equally.” And the Canadian
delegates heard from the home office and they caimgd that we weren't being forthright with
them and we’re supposed to share and share alik@project. So there were some tensions
over that. And | had one or two sessions dowménltterior Department and, with members of
Congress that were involved, to tell them how damsthis was with the Canadians; this was
“Five hundred thousand apiece,” you know, that lohthing, and “Don’t change it.” And |
think we finally got it straightened out pretty Welhere was a time there when nobody paid
any attention to that item in the budget as sudardly any hearings on it or anything like that.

But I, | did enjoy working with him on that when &as chairman of the Campobello
Commission every other year, you know, and the @iana would take over. | liked that and
enjoyed going up there and sitting in the meetiags, particularly in the days, and I think he did
too, when Franklin Roosevelt, Jr. and Grace Tullg dim Rowe were there. [They were] all
people who had known something about the Roos@eite House and, to listen to them in the
middle of a discussion up there recall some anecstotry about the White House or something
that happened, it was fun. And | know as the yeamst on and some of those people were lost
and drifted away, and. . . . Franklin took ovechairman the year Ed Muskie was Secretary of
State; he had to because he couldn’t do the twa job

But when we lost those types and new people camiedidn’t have the perspective or
background or the interest in what had been dortbeng at Campobello. It ceased to be as
much fun for Ed Muskie and to me too; it wasn’ttquhe same toward the end. And I, it
reached a point where he said to me he didn’'t kwbether he wanted to do it any more, you
know. But those times up there were delightfuhefie was often a little tension between the
Canadian and American sides. . . .

DN: Do you remember some of the issues that cabeeidhsion?

DL: You know, they seemed to be unimportant. Thezeewften little misunderstandings; not



anything serious at all. 1 was not there; | heavdut the time the Canadians went off in another
room somewhere in a pique. But they were sensifisg national sensitivities that are hard to
explain. All of a sudden they would erupt, andwezen’t prepared for them particularly.

| think Ed always had to blow off some steam at ohthose sessions; often it was early on and
whatever provoked him | don’t know, it would be sgthing somebody would say and he would
sound off for a little bit and then, then cool aff he was wont to do. And he’d go, the rest of the
meeting would just go beautifully. And | heard e of the boys up there say that, “Well

we’ve got to have one of those at every sessiomkypow; got to be prepared for that and then
we go on and get our business done.”

But they were fun times. And they were, the detitiveof those people to the development of
that park was just wonderful in those days. Theytget paid for it, you know.

DN: Didyou. .. .| can’'t remember, was Sumner Ritikon the commission?
DL: No, he wasn't.
DN: He had died.

DL: Yeah. | visited him up there when he was stumd, but, (and Rad Pike his brother you
know), but I didn’t. . . . He wasn’t on the comsi@an though at that time.

DN: You've mentioned Ed’s temper. What's your takehis temper? How much of it was
calculated, [and] how much was really a short fuse?

DL: There was some calculation there all right.oly ¥now in all the years | wrote about him,
and | must have written some things at times teaditin’t like to see in the paper, he only called
me one time to complain. And it was at home ahtigell not late at night; he called and I'll be
damned if | can remember what it was. It was sbimgthe’d just as soon not see in the paper
anyway. Maybe it was in a pers-, of a personalnmeat don’t know. But he got ups-, he started
out by complaining about it, the story. And wekéal for ten, fifteen minutes, and the more we
talked the more we got to laughing and when welgaotugh it was all happiness and there was,
he says, “Well, | just wanted to get it off my ch&ésAnd that's the way he was.

But he didn’t, he and | never had any argumentshendever was hard on me for anything. |
was grateful for that because | know there arersttvbio felt that at times and | don’t know why
| was so lucky. | got by. | drove him up from Bgm one time to Campobello and we got
behind an old farm wagon; we couldn’t get aroundAbsolutely could not get around that thing
and there was no way, and he was, I'm not a eaggrdzither; I'm very impatient, but he’s
more so. And he (not that we were late or anybibgt he just, “We’ve got to get around this
guy.” That went on for quite a while and he waswas pretty irritated at the fact that we were
being held up by this thing. The trouble is, tluy got out of the way just about as we were
coming in to Machias, and it turned out he realig o go to the mens’ room. And he went in
there and emerged from the mens’ room and he wghilag. And | said, “What’s so funny?”
And he said, he says, he says, “There’s a guy stgima there,” and, he says, “do you know, are



you who | think you look like?” Some fool thingké that. And he thought it was very funny,
and he was all calmed down and happy the restedifrifh. That was kind of fun.

DN: Were you ever with him when he ran into troutnheairline schedules; disruptions or
cancellations?

DL: No, you probably were closer to that kind of thirl didn’t know of any of it. | suspect, |
know he always wanted to get there early, at thgo#i be there way ahead of time. He didn’t
want to be rushed. And so | don’t know beyond gaaticularly. | remember coming home

from that foreign trip that was so memorable thatj had a chance to chat with him all the way.
And | just got so much out of that by way of cand understanding of him too. And Jane, she,
| asked her a lot of personal questions about wheds like running for president and

everything else. And she said, “Well, you knowyds difficult,” but she said, “you only go
through it once, you know, in life,” this life on€@nd she was relishing it all and enjoying it;

it's a once in a lifetime.

DN: Did Ed give you any insights in that conversatm the way back from the trip to the
Middle East and Europe on the people he met?

DL: I wish I, you know, it's a few years have pasaad | wish | had my stories here to, (of
course they’re all around), but | can’t say that. .| wouldn’t dare repeat anything that | can’t
remember here.

DN: But you did write stories at the time so those a. .

DL: Those are all there. And | taped, | taped alkéhpress conferences everywhere, and | gave
those tapes to Bates.

DN: So they're in the Archives.

DL: They're in the Archives, and | assume they h&eestories. And all of my other writing is.
... All my writing over, from him, about him amdher people in Maine, that’s at University of
Maine in the Fogler Library up there. | sent thapehere some years ago, so there’s a lot of,
they probably have a lot of clips, stories.

DN: You indicated that you had remembered a fewrdthirgs?

DL: Well someth-, well just the, | think, it was kiofla fun night for me. | had taken over the
state of Maine office here, you know. And at tineet, let's see, Reagan was elected in ‘807

DN: Nineteen eighty, yes.

DL: Eighty, yeah, | guess. And Joe Brennan was dergor then, and of course they had a lot
of inaugural activities down here for the governcome down. But the Democratic governors
like Brennan didn’t have anything to do and thia¢, might before. And so | said, “Well gee, you
know, we’ll have a party at home.” And | invited BMuskie who was then Secretary of State,



on the eve of the release of the hostages. Yowkihey were, that thing was pending and
nobody knew what was going to happen that nightinyited him and invited George Mitchell,
the new senator from Maine, to come over, and vdedua own private little dinner party on the
night before Reagan’s inaugural. And | don’'t knomy, dear wife, my late wife, prepared the
most wonderful dinner; she cooked it all. And hdill remember the sirens and the Secret
Service cars out in front of my house there andydbaaly in the street must have wondered what
was going on. We had the most delightful evenamgl Brennan was happy with Muskie there
and, you know, | forget who else, but we, Georg&hll had virtually nothing to say. He kept
his mouth shut and listened to the others, pagruMuskie, that evening. And it was quite an
exciting time for us and | was glad we could do stiimg.

DN: Well, yes, and that’s quite an evening to haserbwith him. Did he seem anxious about
the hostage. . . .?

DL: No, he just, no, he was very relaxed; compleatelgxed. And Jane was there. He knew he
might get a call at any time; might have to goget plane, go somewhere and do something.
The call never came. And I, | thought he was iregimemely happy mood. And the
conversation . . .. | wish it had been recorde bit wasn’t; we didn’t tape anybody in our
house. But that's one of those things that, yoovknyou don’t forget right away. | had a little
niece staying with us at the time and she’d gone’dsgone, been up at school or something like
that and she came home and got stopped at thébgdbe Secret Service who wanted to know
who she was. And she came on in and she cameimighd sat down, and listened to all the
conversation, and enjoyed it thoroughly. Greatcation for her. No, those things you just
remember.

| found those years, after, when we did the Camitmbi@ng, | enjoyed those thoroughly.

That's a lot of time to get to know somebody, yoww, when you're up there meeting like that.
Gosh, I just couldn’t get over how dedicated hs teathat development of that park. You
remember up there the, you know, they tried to conand do a private development sometime
in the mid-eighties? You know who was behinddndyou? It's an Arkansas outfit. Fellow
named Jim McDougal. | remember Franklin Roosesald, we met, sat down with those guys
and | remember Franklin said, he says, “You knaen’'t know who this guy is. He comes well
recommended from Arkansas. | think he’s a friehBuwbright's.” And they had lavish plans
you know for the park. But Muskie and Franklin Rewelt were more concerned than anything
about protecting the land and the people up tlae the environment, environmental concerns;
that was their chief worry and they didn’t trusé$le people at all. Of course the darn thing
never came to pass; it just, for other reasonsijtty| don’t think people needed to go that far
to get a place on the coast.

DN: That was the second big environmental protedimhcommunity protection issues there,
the first one being that proposed oil refineuyi(telligible phrase).

DL: That's right, oh gosh. That battle went on feveral years and they then, the Campobello
Commission stopped it, didn’t it? They really difihey got the Justice Department involved as
| remember. Gosh, that was a very successfulebaRittston.



DN: Pittston Oil.
DL: Pittston Refinery, yeah, gosh.
DN: You had an extraordinary career really. Have geer thought of writing your memoirs?

DL: Idid. | put down some things during that tiraéter | left the news business, and printed

up a little book myself. | didn’t try to sell topablisher. So | have some recollections in there
of the newspaper days and | wrote a bit about bgiagident of the Press Club, the speakers that
| had and things like that. And that was anotlwydyexperience; that was in ‘73. And | did do

it. It's hardly a best seller, my memoir, but ddit work at it very seriously. [It was] just for

my own pleasure; get it out of my system.

DN: Well sometime we’ll have to get you togetherhnsbme of your confreres in Maine to talk
about those years and what it was like covering.

DL: I'd like to do that very much.

DN: And how it looked from the point of view of Wasgton and how it looked from the point
of view of Maine at the same time.

DL: Yes, yeah. Well Washington’s changed a lot.c@ifrse in my time it was a small town
and, when | came here, and | felt you know | kneergbody and all the press people. Now you
know there’s a whole press corps that’'s grown up kéth television and there isn't the
closeness, and | don’t think the relationships Wtngress are the same as they used to be. It’s,
I’'m trying now to put on a party at the Press Cloilbevive something we did years ago called
Congressional Night. Members of the Press Clublavimyite congressmen down to have
dinner and the members of Congress would entertEiey’d put on, they would play the piano;
a guy had Bobby Byrd [Senator Robert Byrd] playiing fiddle once years ago. And |
remember Prescott Bush sang the Whiffenpoof s@ugh, there was almost a quorum of
Congress there. Well there came a time when tsycpuldn’t put it together any more. | don'’t
know, congressmen, either the press wasn’t as @othe congressmen had too many other
demands on their time at night; probably more fransgers, more build up of the lobbyists and

all of that stuff. But to get them down there nimwvCongress, now you couldn’t do it.

Although I'm going to put it on on May 12th and é&\got three guitar players and a piano player
and a stand-up comic, and we’re going to havdla fitn. And | don’t think we’re going to

have a quorum of Congress but we’re trying to reviv

But that’s, that atmosphere has changed a bionltdhink you have as much comity in
Congress of course as you did then. | thoughtybeety tried to find a way to work things out
and get along up there in the days that | covdriedied that. And the press corps, as | say, you
knew just about everybody and you could have fgetiver, but that's changed. And the city’s
gotten bigger and the government’s gotten biggdrlais of other changes.

DN: Well thank you very much, Don, we. . ..



DL: You're welcome, Don, | enjoyed it.
DN: If you think of anything additional, well let ksiow.
End of Interview
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