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FROM THE OFFICE OF POR RELEASE
SRNATOR EDMUND S. MUBKIE 10:00 a,m., Thureday
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: Senator Edmund 8., Muskie (D-laine) today asked the Nixon Administration to enswar eope
“hard quuations” about its failure to make a "semblance of sn effort to negotiste £:.raace
-gattlement” in the Vietnam war. In the first-of a planned saries of speeches ¢n the Floor
pf the Scnate, Muokia noted that "the most the Administration is plamning, and the best it
‘can-achicve wmder 'V:I.emamizat:lon' is to have 225,000 troops left in Vietnam at the end of
!.971-*21 months from now.”

Huokie pointed out that it has heen 126 days eince Henry Cabot Lodge rasigned ao Uni:eﬁ
Btates Anﬂmaandor to ‘the Paris Victnam peace talks, and no replacement hae been named.
"thile the cherade of talks, g>:3 on, thawap-esutinmuia‘in Vietnam and threatens to- spraad
co other parts of Southeast Asia. Leos 4o a battle=ground and Canbodta 4s in turmoil.”

‘ Muskio gaid Te intends “to ralea the question about a negotiated end to the war in
Vetnam each woek 4n the Senata, wntil a cuccensor to Mr. Lodge has been named and wmtil |
soma meondngful steps have bzen teken toward a settlement in Paris.”
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In bis zewrar%o, Muskie posed tho follewing questions to the Nizon Admintetration:

- "4r Presideat, vhat i3 the Administration tryinp to convey by th:ls wfortunate diplo~
motic~protocol gap in Paris?

f' “is 4t.s0: pleased with the progress and future of Vietnamization that it faels that the
w’holc corflict con be scttled ‘to our satisfaction by force? Or does it feel that tho vedijced
but still enstwous U. 8. troop presence in the South is inadequato to let w spask ,effacuﬁly

j':o Hzood og Soigon, to get then to recdlva their difterancas by negotiation?

"Mat has the Administration done to got Saigon-to eend to Paris s representative both
hb:le ond w;!,;.lina to nepotiata? b

; TRy dhes "Tm Admiaigtration propose to deal with the related instebility and confllct

lu Leos and Cexbodia?

: Ia the Adriaiotrating so certain, in the face of some coptrary evidence, that Hanoi'e
-951t” = In Paris 10 one of total intransipence? Even if the Administration ie co comvineed,
toes ¢his mesa 4t hes no obligatZen to probe end to try? Does it Lellave the tough barpein-

g n:maary to achievs a megotiated end to the war isn't worth the time of e top-lovel

gppoiatment &s our chief negotiatox An Pario?
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"Hae the Adminiotration written of? negotiations? If not, vhat ara ite praconditions
Eor: reouning madningful negotiations? 1Ie it, in effect, ask:l.ng North Vietnm to gurrender?

; ?"Ia the Administration playing & gome whera the next move cen be made anly by the other
a.. e

E "Hava wo givea vp the initiativa toward pesce to the other eida? —~
: "I ralso these questicns, Mr. President, becsuse they must bu answered 1f wve are to ko
what the Administretion’s real intentions are with respect to 'Vietnsm and the rest of South
Bagt Asia. Ve have been told that the Administration hss a plan for gaace 40 Pietnam, .bnt
che hard questions rTemain.

"I believo the American people have a right to get answers ¢ thoss guestlons, and z
g.ntena ta raice them each week until they are answerad.” _
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