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Biographical Note

Estelle Lavoie was born in Lewiston, Maine on Nobem23, 1949 and grew up in Lewiston,
the youngest of three children. Her father worie@ building contractor until his death in
1964, after which, her mother worked part-time &suak teller. She attended St. Peter’s
elementary school, Jordan Junior High School, Lewmi$ligh School. She attended Bates
College (class of 1971) while living at home, sgagder junior year studying in Switzerland.
At the end of 1972, she went to work for GovernenkCurtis. By September of 1973, she had
been hired as part of Ed Muskie’s staff, workingaasaseworker, and eventual his Legislative
Assistant. She attended law school at Americavéisity from 1978 to 1981, and remained on
staff when Mitchell took over until the fall of 198 She joined the law firm of Preti, Flaherty,
Beliveau & Pachios, in June 1984. Her practicegwadved from health law to other political
practice issues. She served on the Democratie S@ihmittee from 1986 to 1990, and was a
1988 delegate to the National Convention.

Scope and Content Note
The interview includes discussions of: Muskie’s 2%fesidential campaign; Muskie’s 1976

Senate campaign; Muskie’s years as Secretary t#;3tee Budget Act of 1976, the Budget
Committee, 1976-1980; environmental protection;lttiergovernmental Relations



Subcommittee; housing, including the rehabilitatgo subsidization of public housing; her
Senate legislative work; Muskie’s sincerity, detima and temper; Sunshine Government; the
Sunset Act which makes legislation periodically iexpo see if it is worth having; Maine getting
an extra million dollars from Dept. of Health, Edtion and Welfare in 1973; Muskie’s late
career, his 80th birthday party in Washington aedisston at the Ramada Inn, and his funeral
two years later; Social Security benefits for cgdlestudents with a deceased parent and
surviving parent only working part time; French-@dran migration to industrial centers of
Maine; lack of interest in higher education amongn€o-Americans of previous generations;
depression as contributing to previous generatioiest of the importance of college; changing
social mores of high school; first surgeon generafarning about smoking in 1963; Nixon’s
freeze on government hiring; rebuilding Muskie’aféin 1976 with Maine people; acquiring
Gov. Curtis job through contact with Georgette Berand Bob Couturier (judge of probate);
working on projects in Muskie’s office; her imprassof pre-Indian Land Claims Settlement
Act of 1980; Washington lobbyists as supplicatemgition to Mitchell from Muskie in the
Senate, and Mitchell asking staff to stay untildilen of 1982; her impression of differences in
partisanship between time of Watergate and Climtggeachment; Democratic control of both
houses of Congress and presidency between 19783&a Reagan’s landslide win and
Congressional shifts; the reauthorization of thea@lWater Act; Mitchell’'s gubernatorial bid in
1974; U. S. attorney, 1978; Federal judge, 197%yrahallenge 1982; her impression of
decrease in political involvement and increasdéasé unenrolled in political party as a
byproduct of partisanship in politics; the 1986cétan in which Democrats retook the U. S.
Congress, Mitchell as majority leader; in 1984pty President Pro Temp created for Mitchell
in the Senate; the impeachment of Clinton; the &tate legislature as part-time, under
funded, and under staffed; “citizen legislature’basolete because of complexity of legislation;
political term limits; the Libra Foundation; ancetBinner for Women Lawyers in Maine with
Gloria Steinem as speaker.
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Transcript
Marisa Burnham-Bestor: Here we are at the- in downtown Portland at . . .
Estelle Lavoie: One City Center.

MB: ....One City Center at the law office of RrEtaherty, Beliveau and Pachios.

EL: Well, it, actually there’s, we've added anothame to our firm as of March 1st, it's Preti,
Flaherty, Beliveau, Pachios and Haley, L.L.C.

MB: Okay. And the date is the twenty- . . .
EL: Second of March.

MB: Twenty-second of March, 1999. Present are Estalloie and Marisa Burnham-Bestor.
Could you please state your full name and spell it?

EL: Yes. My first name is Estelle, E-S-T-E-L-L-E,ddie name is Annette, A-N-N-E-T-T-E,
and last name is Lavoie, L-A-V, as in Victor, -Gl-

MB: Thank you. Where and when were you born?



EL: I was born in Lewiston, Maine on November 23,9.94
MB: Were you raised in Lewiston as well?

EL: Yes.

MB: What are the names of your parents and siblings?

EL: My late father was named E. Ormond Lavoie. H&ldn 1964. My mother is Maria
Lavoie Tardiff. She has married a second time,shr@continues to live in Lewiston.

MB: What is your place in the family in terms of agel responsibilities?

EL: I'm the youngest of three children. | didn’t niem the names of my brothers, | have two
older brothers. My oldest brother Paul Lavoiernieeagineer in aerospace in Manhattan Beach,
California. And my brother Normand Lavoie is areagwith Metropolitan Life Insurance in
Bartlesville, Oklahoma. So I'm the youngest oftir And | don’t really have very many
responsibilities toward my mother. Although, besmulive in Maine and my brothers live
away, | end up doing lots of little things for feerd helping her out and, you know, that works
out fine.

MB: Growing up, what was it like to be the youngest the only girl, as far as your
responsibilities at home?

EL: Well, | will say my brothers picked on me becalsas younger than them. They used to
pull my pony tail. Our responsibilities at homeded to be divided along gender lines and |
think that was typical for the day. Where my besthwould help with outdoor things such as
shoveling snow and mowing the lawn and putting e @moving the storm windows in the fall
and spring, whereas | would help my mother onlg tainor extent in the house with washing,
with drying dishes and a few other things. Sheagtswvanted to spare me from household tasks
because | always studied very hard. It wasn't klnesn’t willing to do it. She would always
say, “Well, that’s fine. You can go study.” Budidd not do any of the outdoor things, you

know, except with, rare occasion, maybe occasipisalbw shoveling.

MB: What were your parents’ occupations and youmitng situation?

EL: My father was a building contractor. He did sacnenmercial and residential construction
and repair and renovation. And he took over threpgany that his father had founded. And my
mother was a housewife and stayed home to raistatbe of us. | was fourteen when my father
died, and the company really went out of businés$isad point. And it turns out that he had not
done well from a business perspective, and nedhery brothers had an interest in construction.
So the company went out of business. And rigtetr ahy father’s death, my mother became a
bank teller on a part-time basis. She couldn’tkvar a full-time basis because | received
student benefits under the Social Security progaaithe time. | don't think those benefits exist
today, but | received benefits as long as | waitege because of my father’'s death. And in



order for me to receive those benefits, my motleitccnot work full-time. So that’s how, that’s
how it worked.

MB: Were your brothers already finished with colleg¢hat time?

EL: Well, my brother Normand is four years older, amgbrother Paul nine years older. So
certainly by the, well, by the time | was readyetder college, my brother Paul was off on his
own. My brother Normand, in fact, never went ttlesge. So | was really the only one.

MB: So, was your family, or, | mean was your moth#e @o support your education with the
additional Social Security?

EL: Well, what helped me afford my education at B&e#ege is the fact that | received a half
tuition scholarship. And the combination of théaarship and the Social Security benefits, and
my living at home and not having room and boargayp, allowed me to get through school debt-
free. And it was only the last semester when teddive hundred dollars to pay for the last
semester. And my brother Paul, who had been wgrkinsix years, gave me the money.

MB: What were your parents’ religious and politicaliéfs, and how were they involved in the
community based on those beliefs?

EL: My parents were Democrats, were life-long Demisgralthough they really had nothing
but disdain for politicians, and politics was nanatter usually discussed in my household. So
that my later working for two U.S. senators wouévé not been predictable. And they were
Roman Catholic. They were very, very devout aseviith sides of the family.

MB: How were they involved socially in the community?

EL: They had a number of friends who were all FraAatericans, and | remember during my
father’s life-time they used to go out every Saaiyrd There were a group of several couples.
One was a large building contractor, one was acdppeople in different disciplines. And they
used to enjoy each other’'s company and sort ofaathere they would go every weekend.

MB: What was the community of Lewiston like from ferspective of the Franco-Americans?

EL: Well, | have to give two perspectives, becausspect the past injustices that many
Franco-Americans had to endure. | knew from wdrdiouth that there were many years when
Franco-Americans were disparaged. They were pdagje- who had immigrated from Canada,
most of whom had little or no education. And seytlll worked as blue-collar workers in the
shoe and textile factories, and they made, thewbagllittle for wages. And because they
didn’t have education, they didn’t enter the prefess. And so they were often put down by
other ethnic groups who had greater prominenceéalsaied financial. However, in my lifetime,

| do not remember being discriminated against,laveler felt like a second-class citizen
because | was Franco-American. | felt treatecstmee as anyone else. And also, | went to a
parochial school for eight years where we wer&ahco-American, where we spoke French
either all morning or all afternoon for eight yeassnd so since we were all of the same



heritage, we didn’t particularly put each other ddvecause of that heritage, we were all of the
same stripe. And so | respect the kind of diseration that Francos have endured. But | guess
| feel fortunate in the sense that | did not exgece it myself, nor do | believe members of my
immediate family did.

MB: When did your parents come to, or when did yaumily line come to Maine?

EL: Well, in the 1800s and, | suppose around the 487§ two great-grandfathers came from
different parts of Quebec province. My great gfatiter Lavoie came from Kamaraska (

which is on the eastern shore of the St. LawrerngerRnortheast of Quebec City. And that
might have been around the 1860s, ‘70s, ‘80s, artlere. And my great grand-father Poirier
on my mother’s side came from St. Marie, whichastewest, southeast of Quebec City, and he
came probably about that time [1860’s-80’s]. Ahéit sons, my grandfathers, were born in
Maine. And both of my grandmothers were both fdifferent parts of Quebec province. They
met their respective husbands-to-be, corresporateal While, and then moved to Maine. So |
can really trace my ancestry in the state baclbtwgthe 1870s I'd say, so about a hundred and
twenty-five years.

MB: Is that, was that common for Franco-Americans wkee now living in Maine to marry
within their own community instead of . . .?

EL: Yes, it was very common. And in those days, Eineamas much more prevalent in certain
towns and cities in Maine; in Lewiston, Biddefotd a certain degree probably Augusta,
Waterville, where people spoke French all the tindéhere there were French language
newspapers, radio stations, etcetera. They weyelage populations and they really wanted to
speak their own language. And so many French-Gana@migrated to Maine in search of a
better life because there were few jobs, few gandng jobs [in Canada]. And so they came to
Maine in order to work and were able to make a dovinlg, and therefore wanted to stay there.
So it was largely economic.

MB: Were your parents able to get the educationyiatalked, that most Franco-Americans
didn’t have when they were textile workers andathf?

EL: Well, my parents went to high school; did notoggyond. And there were other Franco-
Americans who never made it to high school. Fameale, we had a close family friend who
quit school at age thirteen in order to go to wiarkhe factories to help out his family. That was
not unheard of in those days, and there were nlat letbor laws as there are today. And my
maternal grandfather worked in the shoe factoryletad five daughters, of which my mother
is the youngest. And he wanted all of his daughtet to go to high school but instead to work
in the factory to help out the family because, lyea¢ither side of the family had much money.
They were relatively poor, | think still lived reasably well, but were still quite poor. And |
always remember my mother telling me how when sag avchild, they would get oranges and
walnuts for Christmas. That was their Christmasspnt, and she and her sisters were delighted
and that was considered a big Christmas.

At any rate, my grandmother, my maternal grandnraibld her husband, my grandfather, that



under no circumstances would her daughters go t& imdhe factory. She insisted they go to
high school, and they all did. And so at the timgould imagine that probably fewer than ten
percent of Americans went on to college. It wawimere near as prevalent as it is today. And
so they did what was very [un] common. And it waty wealthy people, | think, who went to
college. It was much less common than it is todag.they at least were able to do that. And it
really took another generation for | think manyygé of the Franco-American community to go
to college.

And there’s another interesting phenomenon toacaBse Franco-Americans have often been
disparaged by other ethnic groups, the phrase, ‘tDEmmnchman,” you know, was very
common. The Franco-Americans would put themsedes and would not have high
aspirations. And I'll give you an illustration stinteresting, for both my father and my
stepfather. My father, who was working with highkr in the construction company, wanted to
go to college when he graduated from high schéwold his mother said, “Well, why would you
do that? You know, we pay you well.” He was gejtiwo dollars a week in those days, “We
pay you well and you would have nothing at the ehidl” My stepfather, who is, will be ninety
this June, and was born two years before my fatherstepfather tells the story that when he
graduated from high school, he asked his parergs to college, that he had all of the money in
hand that it would have taken to pay for four yesdrsollege at Bates. And his father said,
“Well why would you want to do that? At the endfofir years, you would have spent all that
money and you would have nothing.” So both myda#md my stepfather would have liked to
go to college, but were actively discouraged byrtbarents. It was not believed that you should
try to better yourself, that what you had, thergywage that you had, was important and was
fine.

MB: Do you feel that that changed with your generétio

EL: Absolutely, absolutely. There was no questiat thy oldest brother Paul was going to go
to college. And indeed he majored in engineerimgses at the University of Maine at Orono,
which is about the hardest course that they hétteaime and he’s been in engineering ever
since. He graduated in 1962, | believe, and heisgto retire next year after thirty-five years in
the aerospace industry. My brother Normand diga'to college only because he didn’'t want to
go. He, unlike my brother Paul and unlike me, wicudve had all the money necessary to go to
college, because he had an uncle who was readyyttopit all. But he refused to go because
he never liked to study. He was as smart as Paliree, but just never wanted to study. And
when | went to school, | was always an achievgrade school and in high school, and there
was no question that | would not have gone to gelle

And so the philosophy and the outlook changed,aldt| think we also were moved by the
times. Because, again, in the days when my pavesres young, and you figure if my mother
was born in 1915, then, you know, or let’s say,fatpier was born in 1911, he would have been
eighteen in 1929, right around the time of thelstoarket crash and then the Depression. From
the perspective of that generation, my father apdt@pfather and my mother, the Depression
was not the time to go to college. People wergygling to just put food on the table. Today

it's very different. And today there’s a lot ohéincial aid, and the expectations of high school
students are very different. And it is believeaq @ertainly studies back this up, that if you go



to college you will earn a whole lot more in yoifie time, etcetera, etcetera, and that the key to
advancement is higher education. And | think thabmething, for example, that Senator
Mitchell has always talked about, that by goinddtwdoin and then later going to law school,
he was able to lift himself up from real poverty.

MB: You spoke about how the community, how the comitywiewed the Franco-Americans.
How did the Franco-Americans view the others,dtier people in the community?

EL: Well, of course the Franco-American community wesy large and predominated in terms
of numbers, | would say. But there was some resent toward other ethnic groups because of
the belief that, at least in past years, that they been put down, that there had not been
promotional opportunities for them, or professiooportunities for them. And so one still
hears of the kind of complaints that they had. IBhtnk most of those have been resolved in
this day and age when Franco-Americans have resproiminence, | think, in all aspects of
Maine life.

MB: How do you feel that your family and your comniyraffected you as you grew up?

EL: Well, | think that | was very fortunate in beipgrt of a loving family, in what we call
today an intact family, having a mother and fathEnere was never any discord. They were
very stable, they were very loving, and they weazg/\consistent in the kinds of things that they
taught. And | think stability and consistency ofssage in terms of the values you give your
children help to raise solid, stable citizens.

MB: Do you feel that you are similar or differentrfryour parents in their political attitudes,
social outlooks and religious beliefs?

EL: 1 would say that | am similar in many respectsause | am a Democrat, | am a practicing
Roman Catholic, and probably similar in my sociatl@ok. Although | don’t think I'm as
devout a Catholic, | think | am a more passionaéenDcrat. And | think, | try to practice great
tolerance in my life because | think we see gnef@tierance in society today, and it's important
to do that.

MB: You spoke of where you got your elementary amdiséary education, at the private
school?

EL: Elementary education was at St. Peter and St.d@aochial school, which still exists
today, although the number of students is muchrdshed than when | was there. And | went
to what was then Jordan Jr. High School, which thhasninth grade, which was a public school,
and then to Lewiston High School for three years.

MB: What of that was the private school?

EL: St. Peter’s, from the first to the eighth grade.

MB: Was that typical, for people from the Franco-Aiten community to go to that private



school?

EL: Yes. There were other private schools, too ethare several other private schools. There
was St. Patrick, | think, St. Joseph, Holy CrosslyHFamily; there were easily a half dozen.

And | think in those days people practiced theligren very fervently and wanted their children
to attend parochial school so they would be fergatholics. And | think that, that the nuns in
the Catholic schools really brought about a grestipline. And we had to wear uniforms, and
they were very strict in terms of the behavior thas allowed. And while | think a lot of kids

are by nature somewhat rebellious and we thougtdsta bit confining, and being in the same
school for eight years seemed like an eternitlginkt in hindsight, | learned a great deal about
self-discipline, about patience, and about the mgrmze of good behavior from that religious
order.

MB: You spoke about how your experiences in the gaabschool, when you were very
young, you spoke French and so forth. How did ¢hainge when you went on to the Lewiston
public high school?

EL: Well, of course the social attitude was somewdifierent, because it was a much larger
school and you didn’t have the, sort of the stilistipline that was expected in a parochial
school. And what was especially different for meéhat the high school was not segregated by
gender. At the parochial school, the girls wergsptally on one wing of the building, and the
boys were on the other wing, and we never saw eter. Even the schoolyard was divided in
half with the boys on one side and the girls onatier. And even our graduation in the church
was segregated, where they had all the girls watthurch two by two and sit on one side, and
then after they had filed in, then all the boys. dikhd part of the reason | went to a public high
school is that, at the age of fourteen, | cameéb that, even though | had older brothers of
course, that boys were a natural part of life doad it would, even though perhaps they could be
troublesome, | probably should learn to live whierm and know what they were about. And so
it was, you know, getting to learn to live with lspyand dating and all of that.

So it was somewhat different, and a little freeinira social perspective, although | remember,
for example, as | compare my experience in higloskto what | read about today, the social
mores have changed a lot over the years. For dgampen | was probably a sophomore in
high school, in terms of dress, the girls wereallmwed to wear a new kind of garment that
were called culottes, which was like a skirt theslly was slit down the middle into pants. But it
looked like a skirt because the pants were billoaat] and it came to the knees. And the rule
was, if a girl wore culottes to school, she wag seme, period. No discussion. And | don’t
have to tell you that jeans were not allowed. Npegple did not wear jeans in those days as
they do today where everyone from age two to agetpiwear jeans. But jeans were not
accepted. But | got a job in January of my sophenyear in high school because my father had
just passed away and | worked in the nice ladiethitlg store in Lewiston. And so very quickly
| came to like nice clothing, so | used to buylfairice clothing and dress appropriately.

And when | was in high school, you know, | was al&an the top classes. And, you know,
there were certain kinds of people who were in¢hdasses who were very bright and very
outstanding in many ways. And while there werelsiis from many different backgrounds in



the high schools, in the high school, the studeassociated with were, you know, fine,
upstanding citizens. And so that | did not, | dguess I felt instinctively by the time | was
fourteen or fifteen how | wanted to live my lif&nd | used to feel that if, for example, someone
tried to pressure me into smoking in order to lertfiiend, | would never have agreed, because
I, the first surgeon general’'s warning about smglaame out in 1963, that it might be
hazardous to your health. And while both my paentoked, my mother felt there was nothing
good about it, so | resolved never to smoke. Atiwught, “I will never give in to peer
pressure.” If someone ever says, “If you wantearty friend you have to smoke,” | would
figure they really weren't interested in me, having as a friend. They were just trying to
pressure me and | would never have submitted to #a it turns out, no one ever, no one |
knew ever came anywhere near doing that kind ofythiAnd | never engaged in any conduct in
high school that | felt was risky or risqué. | gae always, I've always lived by kind of a
straight and narrow path and maybe that’s whatgteabschool did for me.

MB: In high school, what were your aspirations?

EL: Well, | wanted to go to college, and | didn’t kmavhat | wanted to do. And in my senior
year of high school | applied to Bates College,ttméversity of Maine at Orono, and Clark
University in Massachusetts. And | don’'t know stday why | applied at Clark; | was turned
down. | was approved at UMO, but with no moneydA was approved at Bates with a half
tuition scholarship. And it turns out that it wadly Bates | could afford to go to because, with
my father having passed away and my mother ndiyrealing any money, | didn’t have much
choice, so.

MB: Was the Maine University at Orono, was that cdei®d a better school than Bates, or?

EL: No, I don't. ... Well, judging from what | knoteday, | don’t think it, | don’t think it's
perhaps the equal of Bates, but my brother hadugtad from there and | certainly had
confidence init. | felt | could get a good eduoat

MB: How did college, how did your college experiesbape your beliefs, attitudes and
interests?

EL: Well, it was a time for maturing, but the realtorxang came not so much when | was on
campus, but in my junior year of college which éspin Switzerland. And that proved to be a
very broadening year in many respects. | had nieviehome when | decided to go to
Switzerland. And again, | didn’t live on campus,lsvas not used to being on my own. But |
had two classmates at Bates who decided to go tiz&iand and asked me to join them. We
all took French together. And | thought aboutitian fairly short order | said, “Yes.” And
Bates would continue to give me the scholarshighat year, and rather than simply applying
the money toward my tuition, they gave me a cheaheemester which | could apply toward
my expenses in Switzerland. And it was very broaup

When | left, I left in September of ‘69, and | fleéws Paris to spend a week with a friend. He was
a Bates student who had just graduated. And hdé\retlin Paris his junior year and he was
doing a master’s program | think. So | spent akweih him in Paris and he showed me all



around. And from the moment | set foot in Parislden months later when | returned, | was
never bored and | was never homesick for an ingt@céuse it was an opportunity to discover.
And | learned about art and music and paintinganctlitecture, things that | had never known
about. And because my parents had not really hatquaintance with those things, they were
not able to teach me. | don’t blame them, bec#usg simply didn’'t have the education. But
they were wonderful things that | feel have madelifeyenriching.

And so | traveled, at, that Christmas time | hdtLaail Pass, and | traveled in many countries
for three weeks, and at spring break | traveleddar weeks, each time with a different friend.
And | went as far north as Stockholm, as far eadtianna, as far south as Rome and Madrid,
and as far east as Paris [sic]. And | went to moseand churches and art galleries, and was
able to travel and live very inexpensively. Anavds a wonderfully broadening experience, as |
said.

And it was then, that year that | decided thatlike to work in Washington, D.C. after | got out
of college, and | don’'t know why, but that becamgampiration. And | think, having lived in a
big city, suddenly my horizons were having livecEarope, having lived on my own, figured
that | could fend for myself, | felt | wanted to lvethe big city. So | felt that year was the most
enriching year of my life, of my young life. Anden though I did not, to my regret, participate
in campus life and live in a dormitory and haveffds like you have friends, | felt that year in
Europe contributed a lot to my knowledge and urtdeding about life.

MB: Did you decide to go to law school after gradugfrom college, or?

EL: No, only some years later. After graduating fBates, | couldn’t get a job. | wanted to
get a job with the federal government actuallyuacBaltimore at the time. But those were the
years of the Nixon administration, and PresidenxibNihad imposed a freeze on government
hiring. And so | was unable to get the job thathted and | was on a temporary basis rehired
by the department store | used to work at, andd tivare for about nine months. And then | got
a job working for the then governor of Maine, GawarKen Curtis and was there for about ten
months. And then | got a job commencing in Sept&molh ‘73, so it was two years out of Bates,
with Senator Muskie. So | went to Washington, aodly began law school in the fall of ‘78.

So | knew when | graduated from Bates, | felt whgraduated from Bates that | would want an
advanced degree, but | didn’t know what it was.d Awas tired mentally and | wanted to see if
| could make it in the world of work. And it wamportant to me to embark on that process and
| thought that my ideas about further education liaievelop over the years, and they did.

MB: What was your major coming out of Bates?
EL: I majored in French.

MB: After graduating from Bates, what attracted yowbrk in the senatorial office down with
Muskie?

EL: Well, it was a real opportunity. It was a chate&ork in Washington, D.C., which | had
wanted since my senior year at Bates. And so abhoeg years had elapsed. | had been



disappointing in not getting a job in Baltimorendithe job with Senator Muskie came about in
a quite unexpected way. At the time | was workmgGovernor Curtis, and the wife of a man
who worked across the hall called me one day, Irhatlher casually, called me one day and
said, | guess she said, “There is an opening imtdeiMuskie’s office and | think you’d be great
for it. Why don’t we have lunch?” And | rememlibinking, “She must be out of her mind.”

So | went to have lunch with her and she saidhitik you'd be great.” And | thought, “How

can she know me, we’ve met once.” And | guessstrhave impressed her, and so she
recommended me for the job. They were lookingstameone from Maine, and mind you, ‘73
was a year after Senator Mitchell had run- Sendigkie had run unsuccessfully for President.
And he was going to be up for reelection in Mamé&976, and they felt they had to rebuild the
staff and they wanted people from Maine. So thasted looking around and putting out
feelers. And this one person recommended me,tama woman who later became my
shorthand teacher in Augusta also recommendednaepéndently, that | had been in her class.
And many of the students who were in that shodhdass were young single mothers who had
small children, who, you know, they didn’'t have angney and that sort of thing. And | had
been to college, and so my educational level wetaiogy a lot higher.

But anyway, | guess I'd made an impression, ancknbwnst to me she had recommended me
privately. And | had an interview with other catiaies and to my great surprise they chose me.
And | did not think | was qualified for the jobutbthey offered me the job, they thought | was
the one. And so | said “Yes,” just like that. Ahdent home and told my mother, and she was
just shocked out of her mind. But because | wasgy work for Senator Muskie, who was
clearly larger than life in Maine, it was definiged step up, and she supported me. Butin a way,
in a small way, | was sorry to go, because it meanmother would be living alone and she was
a widow. She had been a widow at that time foeryi@ars. And | know that when my father
died her social life died with it, because theyti@lveled in couples. And once you become
widowed, virtually everyone drops you. | mears d, probably a fairly, | don’t know if it’s still

as common today but in those days, you know, ktkortial life tends to revolve in couples, and
she was going to be alone. But, | had to make wiy Ide, and so | went.

MB: How had you gotten involved in politics in thestiplace, with working for Governor
Curtis?

EL: Well, that job came along by circumstance as,wellas not looking for it. In 1972, there
was an ad in the, there was an article in the papéne newspaper, the Lewiston newspaper that
said that Governor Curtis had appointed a spessbtant in Canadian affairs. And | don’t
remember if it said there was an assistant’s wsitr not, but someone called my mother and
said, “See that? She ought to enquire whethee'tharjob.” And so, and that family friend

said, “And she ought to talk to Georgette Berubé)d was then in the House of Representatives
from Lewiston, “And Robert Couturier,” who is ant@ney, who is today the judge of probate,
and who at that time may have been a state semhdbank he was in the legislature as well. So |
contacted each of them to see if they could fintifahere was a job, or if there was a job if they
could check. And they looked into it for me arehided up applying for the job and | got it.
Although ironically, as a condition, | was parttbé, considered part of the governor’s office,
although physically my office was located acrogsdtreet in a different building; | was not in

the State House.



As part of the, as part, a condition of the offeth@ position is that | agree to take shorthand.
And | remembered feeling rather put down by thatse | had graduated from Bates College,
Phi Beta Kappa. Why did | have to take shorthaitis was a secretary-assistant position.
However, | wasn’t going to say no because | fedytivould- ideas about feminism | guess were
not all that developed, | don’t know that they wibelver have asked a man to do that, but at any
rate. | never put down the opportunity to learmesthing because | think the more you learn in
life, the more you are worth, and that you nevesknvhen that particular knowledge may come
in handy. And as it is, | still use some of thadigshand today; today, twenty-five years later. So
| agreed to take the course and | took it for temasters. And, you know, | did very well in it.
And then after ten months | got the job with Sendaskie. So | said goodbye, and | think
some people in the governor’s office who hadndpauch attention to me were a little
surprised when | wrote Governor Curtis a letter eamtlered my resignation and said that | was
going to work for Senator Muskie. Then everybodst sf said, “Gee, you know, she, | guess
she wasn’t so bad.”

MB: What were your responsibilities down in the adfigith Senator Muskie, and how did they
compare with what you did for Governor Curtis?

EL: Well, through no fault of Governor Curtis, | rigalvasn’t very busy. | was a secretary-
assistant, but there was not a lot of businedsandffice. So there was a lot of down time and |
found that very boring, because | like to be vangyo And when | went to work for Senator
Muskie, oh, talk about a contrast of feast or faemift was unbelievable the amount of work that
there was and the backlog. And | was told wherst §tarted that there was more work to do
than there were hours in the day, that my predece$sd not been able to keep up, that my
work in, was, involved doing what you call, “Prajg¢ | had to solve the problems in certain
subject areas that individuals or entities sucbosspanies or municipalities had. And often it
involved trying to get grants from the federal gaoweent, it involved trying to solve the
problems that individuals could have.

And one example would be, a couple from Rumfordte@mno go on a trip, an elderly couple
from Rumford wanted to go on a trip to Spain, It husband couldn’t get a passport because
he didn’t have the proper birth certificate. Ahé reason he didn’t have a proper birth
certificate is that he had actually been born lgitimate child. But the birth certificate issued
listed him as his grandmother’s child, and notiasiother’s child. And so, at any rate, the
passport office wouldn’t give him a passport atad to resolve the birth certificate question.
So that was an example of something that | hadtoAhd people, you know, housing
developers wanted subsidized housing that theyddowild in Maine or rehabilitate; they wanted
money. People had any of a variety of problems.

And the subject areas that | handled over the s&xg/| worked for Senator Muskie varied from
health, education, welfare, housing, arts and hutiean And | also did Indians who later came
to be known as, or called Native Americans. Anthimse days, that was before the, Maine’s
Native American population had won the, gotten fablegislation through in 1980 for the
Indian Land Claims Settlement Act. But before tharparticular, they were always trying to
get grants piecemeal from several different govemragencies. And | would, | was the



person, in Senator Mitchell’s [sic] office who waessignated to try to help them. And | always
did the best that | could, recognizing | think tpatrerty has been endemic. | think, | reflected
sadly on how poverty was endemic on so many Indéaarvations; and they still are today
across the country and it's a very sad fact of life

But anyway, | had a number of different subjectareAnd then, | did that from ‘73 to '78. And
then in ‘78 legislative responsibilities were addedny plate, which was fine, and | did those,
too, along with projects. And I did that until $¢or Mitchell- Senator Muskie left for the State
Department on either, it was either May 7 or Mayf 2980.

MB: Who were, do you remember who the people wereinteoviewed you for the job with
Senator Muskie?

EL: Oh, yes. It was Charlie Micoleau and his secyet@ebbie Wilkes.
MB: And did they work in the . . .?

EL: They worked together. They worked together ag,know, he was the executive assistant
in Washington to Senator Muskie and Debbie wasédsetary.

MB: What did you think of Muskie’s political views @ihnis actions before you knew him
personally, and how did your views change?

EL: Well, to be honest, | really didn’t know very nfiuabout his political views, because in
college it was rather like living in a fishbowl! wdr | think The Fishbowl at Coram was
appropriately named. And, | knew he was big onetm@ronment and he was a Democrat. But
remember that | never had much political cognizanté about a year before | started to work
for Senator Muskie and so | didn’t know all thatehwabout him. But | came to know him and
his views of course much better when | came to viorkim. | knew that | respected him,
because | wouldn’t have gone to work for him. Adelt it was a great opportunity to go to
Washington and to work for him at that time.

End of Sde One, Tape One
Sde Two, Tape One

MB: How well did you know the Muskies, Jane and Eatspnally?

EL: 1didn’t know them at all personally, had nevestraither of them before | went to work for
the senator.

MB: And then once you did go to work for him?

EL: Well, I didn’t have very much personal contacthithem outside the office. There was a
woman on the staff by the name of Gayle Cory, whsspd away a couple years ago, who was
very close to them and used to help Mrs. Muskié aity number of things, but that was not my
job. Now, sometimes there would be a party astretor’'s house, or maybe an event in Maine



where | would see them both in sort of the lesmfirsetting of the office in the Senate office
building. And I think | probably, | was very shy those years, and | gradually came out of it.
But | guess | kept my distance a little bit mayleeduse | felt that that was the proper thing to
do, not because | didn't like them. And | thinkath maybe became a little more friendly with
them in the years after he had left the Senateafied| had left the Senate, where, you know, we
were both a little more relaxed. But that's nos&y that, you know, | was always very fond of
them and respectful of them. But obviously theyena@der and they walked in very prominent
circles that | did not walk in and | never presunedtep in a sphere that | did not belong to,
shall we say.

MB: Can you think of any stories that define theireltters? It might just be Muskie in the
office if. . ..

EL: | suppose any number of us former staff couldabdy think of a number of stories and |
don’t know that | can think of a particular oneallays felt that the senator was very dedicated
to his job. People would make much of his temaed | felt that, well, | think he may have had
some of a temper. | felt there were times he utsedh a specific goal in mind, which was to
achieve something for his constituents, or perfiapas to intimidate the opposition so he could
get the upper hand in legislation. And | didn’e $em as sort of the very angry man that he was
sometimes portrayed to be. | think there was & gentle man under that big, gruff exterior.

He was six foot four, so he was a big man, andfive foot three, so you look up a lot; you
would look up a lot when you would be with himmean, | viewed them very favorably. 1 felt
that both he and his wife, you know, were very geuag in spirit and genuinely cared about the
party and genuinely cared about helping peopled While no individual is perfect, | admired
him enormously and felt he made an enormous cautiib to the state and to the Senate and to
federal legislation.

MB: Who were some of the other people in the offia yyou got to know working there?

EL: All of them, all of them. There were just so mar mean, | knew everyone on the
personal staff. And when you work there six yetrsre were a lot of people who came and
went; and so | knew everyone. It wasn't that laagetaff, maybe we were thirty. And also
because Muskie had a lot of seniority and the Deatsavere in power those years that | was
with him, he had a lot of staff. He had the Sematdget Committee from 1976 onward, and |
knew the key people there, the people at the fopd he had the Environmental Pollution
Subcommittee, and | knew all of them, and the peapkhe Intergovernmental Relations
Subcommittee, and | knew all of them. And so, koaw, there’s no one | didn’t know, | don’t
think. | worked most closely from ‘73 until “78 thi Charlie Micoleau, who is the one who hired
me and to whom | remain very grateful to this d&ebbie Wilkes | saw a couple of years ago,
she’s working as a legal secretary in a Washingtarfirm. And | still have some friends from
the Muskie and Mitchell years whom | see to thig.dAnita Jensenused to do legislative
correspondence, and | am still close to her todinie O’Connor was a receptionist in the latter
years of the Muskie years, | think, and then fang&@er Mitchell, and | still see Janie from time

1 Anita Jensen, Mitchell legislative aide, speeidi in legal and judicial issues.



to time. Grace Reef worked for Senator Mitchett, for Senator Muskie, and | still correspond
with Grace. She has three small children, so yopretty busy when you have three children
and you also work.

And | usually inquire about, you know, other peojpllem in Washington, or, | see former staff
in Maine. Charlie Jacobs works in Augusta, he wddkt state government. Every once in a
while I'll see Mike Hastings who works I think dte University of Orono in a non-profit that
they have in Orono. Oh, no wait, Mike Hastings keat for Mitchell, he didn’t work for

Muskie, because he worked for Senator Cohen amdideame to work for a Democrat. And
there are a number, a number, the people who workix field offices, Judy Catarat worked in
the Biddeford office for Senator Muskie, and sheksan Congressman Baldacci’'s Lewiston
office. Janet Welch worked in Senator Muskie’s istan office, and today she’s employed in
the private sector. Clyde McDonald worked in trengor office for Senator Muskie and then
Senator Mitchell. Periodically I'll see him sommaés if | go to a Democratic State Convention.
Or sometimes there may be an event, a politicattetvat | will go to, that | will see these
people. So |, we were all on very good terms ditichse, although we don’t see each other as
often of course.

MB: What was the overall feeling in the office? Wpesaple happy with their jobs, or were
they ...?

EL: Oh, absolutely. People felt very dedicated togenator and to advancing his cause.

MB: As far as getting close to people, versus ndirgetlose to people, you said that you felt
that Muskie and Jane were kind of in an upper,raddeial circle. Were the people that you're
mentioning in the younger . . .?

EL: Yes. We were closer in age and | would say weewethe same social circle. | mean, |
didn’t go out a whole lot with staff, with othemat people, but | didn’t shrink from it either.

And | know, for example, Anita Jensen was alwayy kénd and gracious in those early years
when | didn’'t have a lot of friends. She and heaslband would have large parties at their house,
and they would always invite me, and it was alwasty nice.

MB: How did your social life develop when you wengrg in Washington?

EL: Well, | guess I've never considered that I've laagery extremely active social life. |
always worked very long hours on the Hill, and frd&v8 to the end of ‘81 | went to law school
at night, so in those years | had no social IBeit | did in those early years, you know, | dated
some, and | would go out dancing, and | would attewvents at the Smithsonian, and | would go
to the ballet, and the symphony, and differentgkiat the Kennedy Center, drama. And | would
do them, you know, somewhat sparingly but they wasaderful opportunities. And |

remember for the first two years that | was in Wiagton, | felt like a newcomer, because there
were many things | hadn’t seen. And | had a gbek on Washington, and | would just
methodically go through each of them until | hadrseirtually everything there was to see in the
city. So it was, it was, felt new to me for a laimge.



MB: You mentioned night law school. How did you comelecide to do that and when did
you decide to do that?

EL: Well, | decided in 1977 that | would like to golaw school. And | had had a roommate
who wanted to go to G.W. and get an MBA. And lided that it was probably about time. 1
had been out of college six years, and | felt thialvas going to go on to some form of graduate
school it was time to do it. Because after haldagn in Senator Muskie’s office for about two
years, | came to feel that my work was well ap@sa. Actually, it didn’'t take long for me to
be recognized, to my surprise. And | felt thabuikel make it on my own, but that | needed
something else if | was going to support myselhdAo the idea of law school came upon me.
And | didn’t get accepted to law school in ‘77, btwok paralegal courses for a year at the
University of Maryland College Park campus, and Hudidified my interest in the law. And it
must be said as well that | dealt with lawyers gway and that my job for Senator Muskie
consisted of being an advocate for people and tHele would be corresponding virtues in the
legal profession.

So, in 1978 | was accepted, and because | feld kbhv@arn my way through law school, |
continued to work during the day and | went to sdtad night. And it was a very grueling
schedule. After about the first two months, | bmeaeally ill with a middle ear inflammation
that caused me to lose my balance and | was omoK for about three weeks. But |, typically,
| would, you know, get up about, oh, | don’t kndvit would be nine in the morning. I'd go to
work until five, | would leave for class, | wouldbe class until- | went to American University,
| would have class until, oh, nine, ten o’cloclkhaght. One year, my third year of law school, |
had trial practice and I'd get home about elevéhen | would study until two in the morning,
every morning, and | would get up about, you kneight-thirty, nine. And I just did that for
three and a half years. And | borrowed, | neveragstudent loan, | never got any government
help; | never applied for it. | guess it didn’tooe to me to apply for it because | knew it was a
large debt and | knew that when | finished law sthavould be in my early to mid-thirties, in
my early thirties, and that | would want to buyauke, buy a car, you know, another car. |
would have big things to buy and | didn’t want &tdeSo that is why, and it would never have
occurred to me to ask my mother for help, never.that is why | went to school on my own. |
had savings in the Senate Credit Union, and | hegtbagainst my savings each semester.
Because | borrowed against my savings, | had arloate of interest. And | started school in
August of ‘78 and made the first loan payment ipt8mber of '78. And | made those payments
consistently; | paid down my law school every monithrough the end of law school I, my last
exam was in December of ‘81 and | made my last frmmment in December of ‘84, so it only
took three years out of law school for me to haaiel it all. And | know today, many students
get a guaranteed student loan, and in that cadedhes deferred until you get out of law
school, and then you have like ten years to paWell, of course a lot of interest accrues during
the deferral period and | just didn’t want to datthl wanted to pay off the debt as soon as |
could and | felt that | only had myself to rely @md | did it myself.

MB: What did you see happening to you after you gatetlifrom law school?

EL: Well, my views changed over time. When | firstreed law school, | wanted to remain on
Capitol Hill. 1 felt for the rest of my professiahlife that | felt | would use the law degree to



work on a subcommittee to do something. But, Isgugy the time | got to my third year of law
school, unbeknownst to me, and it was pointed gt bonstituent, many constituents in Maine
were very sympathetic to what | was doing becalieg knew | was working long hours and
going to school at night. And one of them poinbeitito me that | had changed my mind. He
said, “Well, when | talked to you two years agou yeanted to stay on Capitol Hill, now you're
saying you want to practice law.” And | said, “Wejee, | guess that’s right.”

And when | finished law school in December of ‘81elt | wanted to practice law either in
Maine or in Washington, although | didn’t want &by in Washington. | didn’t want to do that
because when you are a lobbyist in Washington,xoe the biggest lobbyists, you are a
supplicant. And |, if | had to work on legislatidrpreferred to do it from the inside than from
the outside; | didn’t want to be a supplicant. Aswdl decided | wanted to practice law, but | had
to defer that because Senator Mitchell was appoittt¢he Senate by Governor Brennan in May
of 1980, and he was filling out Senator Muskie'expired term. Senator Mitchell was going to
be up for his own first election in November of ;&8hich was ten months after | finished law
school. And when Senator Mitchell had, was apairib the Senate, he had asked all of us on
Senator Muskie’s staff if we would stay with himtlibNovember of ‘82. And | had known
George Mitchell from my years in the Senate. sthdays he was a lawyer, just a lawyer, as |
am today. And | absolutely believed in him becaheee was a star quality about him.

And | did not look for a job in the private sectontil the fall of ‘83, so | went past the election.
And part of the reason | didn’t look is, | was sesp working in the Senate, it, you know, it was
just unbelievable. 1 just had no time or energiotik. But eventually | came to feel that if |
allowed the law degree to get too old and stalepiild never be of any use to me. Because |
felt that in order to really use the degree, | taagractice law in a firm; that that was how |
would really learn to be a lawyer and to use tlearde. And that, although | admired Senator
Mitchell enormously and | hated to leave him, lbalsmderstood instinctively that if he ever left
the Senate for any reason, | would be out of a jgbd if | had a ten-year-old law degree, |
couldn’t use it perhaps. And that, | only had nifye support and that | had to get on with my
career. So | left him with a heavy heart, but he Bhave remained friends over the years.

And in hindsight now, it will be fifteen years inde of this year that | have been with this firm
and | feel that my instincts at the time about ggshre law degree in a private firm were
absolutely right. | would not be the professiopatson that | am if | had stayed on the Hill and |
think the degree would be virtually worthless iifdd stayed there. This is not in any way to cast
aspersions on Senator Mitchell, but merely to kay when you practice law in a firm, you
develop your legal skills in a way that you do ifigtou, for example, stay on Capitol Hill.
Because by and large you don’t need a law degrbe t;m Capitol Hill, at least | don’t think.

MB: What did you mean when you said that it didrkietéong to be recognized for your skills?

EL: Well, | guess in those days, in those early ydarentioned that | was very shy and |
didn’t have much confidence in my ability. And @&l | said that when | was offered the job, |
did not feel qualified for it. So | began workirand there was a mountain of work to do. And
not only did | have to do the work to solve peoplefoblems, | had to type all of my own letters,
because | had no secretarial help. So it wasast, wwould work nights until eight and, you



know, I'd just be so concerned as to whether | d@ng it right. So, | remember this like
yesterday- six months after being hired, Charlied&au called me out into the hallway. And I
thought, “This is it, I'm going to get the axekrow it, | just, I've tried so hard.” You know, in
those few seconds | felt such terror; you cannoiknl saw my life going before my hands
[sic]. And instead he said to me, “Estelle, youdheeally developed so much in the last six
months. You have worked so hard and you have dosed work,” he said. “We're giving you

a raise.” Well, you could have knocked me ovehwitfeather. | was just so shocked. | mean,
shocked out of my mind. And you know, in fact, yann’t really know if people don't tell you
anything.

And | remember, in those days, in the early dayseld to dr- he’d say, “Draft me a letter that |,
you know, for my signature, that I'll send to a sttuent.” So | would draft these letters and
he’d inevitably rewrite them all. So that usedéy to me that, you know, | was hopeless. |
mean, | thought it was decent. It turns out it wase stylistic | think than substantive, and |
was learning. But | couldn’t know that, that heswery satisfied, until he told me that. And so,
you know, | had just a series of raises. And afqieople, | guess, a lot of constituents for
whom | did work would compliment me to Charlie aodbthers, and, or would write letters
saying, “You just did a wonderful job.” And so,ly&now, | came to feel appreciated.

MB: What were some of your observations, workindhim $enate office?
EL: Well, from what perspective?
MB: Any: political, or the way the office functioned?

EL: By and large I felt the office functioned veryliveYou know, | felt, on the personal staff,
you know, that we were all fairly close and faidgdicated to the senator and dedicated to
Maine people. | guess it was very interestingetrh about how the Senate worked and about
how the executive branch worked because | got tiergtand both the legislative branch and the
executive branch. Things were partisan in thogs,daut not partisan as they are today, where |
feel that there is much more name-calling todalge folitics is more bare-knuckled, raw and
bare-knuckled, and that personal attacks and gallitilackmail are so much more common
today than they were then. And I think it's mucbrendifficult to run for office because of that,
and because of the need to raise so much monegrgpaigns. It makes it difficult for

members to concentrate on their responsibilitésd | think you see more retirements today
because of that, that people just really do getfedAnd | think it's too bad.

And, you know, as I've seen Washington in the yastr, it's been fairly horrifying and | can
imagine how hard all those staffers worked, youknon those committees that were looking at
the impeachment charges, and so forth. I’'m glaad the opportunity to work there, but I'll bet
it's even more difficult today, even more difficalbd more partisan and rancorous. So | think
I've seen somewhat of an evolution over time. Aod have to understand, too, that the politics
changed somewhat. Because when | started workm8enator Muskie, it was September 17 of
1973. President Nixon was in office, but he wasaly under a cloud over Watergate, and the
impeachment hearings started. And so | sort ofavdistant witness to those impeachment
hearings because they went on every day in theusawom in the office building where | was.



And so | witnessed that, but of course there wiereas less partisan than the impeachment
hearings were for President Clinton, | feel. Timpeachment hearings were going on in the
House then of course, but there were hearingsatbigd going on in the Senate as well. In 197-
in 19-, see, Gerald Ford succeeded, President Nesigned in August of ‘74 and Gerald Ford
succeeded him until ‘76. In November of ‘76 PresidCarter was elected, a Democrat. A
Democrat President, both houses of Congress ctattrby Democrats; from ‘76 to ‘80 was a
great time: the Democrats controlled everythinfpatidoesn’t mean there weren’t differences of
opinion, but it was a heck of a lot easier thanWhtete House being one party and Congress the
other, then the gridlock is a lot worse.

Senator Mitchell came to the Senate on May 19 8018e was a junior member of the majority
party. In November of that year, Ronald Reaganelasted in a landslide election and took the
Senate with him; the Senate changed from Demoordta to Republican control. I'll never
forget that; the day after the election | walkewbtlgh the Senate cafeteria and there were all
these grins that were about a mile wide on thesfat&epublican staffers. Because now all of
the Democrat staffers who were the, you know, stiméfctor and this and that of every
committee on the Senate, were going to get oustéckhthe Republican staff would get
elevated. It was going to be very different, véifjerent. And so very quickly Senator Mitchell
became a junior member of the minority party.

So that his power and influence in those first f@ars were radically different from those of
Senator Muskie who had had seniority, who was afeirof a full committee, chairman of two
subcommittees, with a Democratic White House. 8b thie Reagan revolution, the politics
changed dramatically, because with a Republicamt8eand Reagan having said, “I have a
mandate,” suddenly Congress did, in that first ygai81, Congress did whatever he wanted
because he had won a huge election. So the gatiitainly changed over time.

MB: You had asked me from what perspective | wasgstkie question. What perspective
would you answer the question, do you think?

EL: Well, | guess | felt that you may have been aggkive question in a political sense, and |
guess that would be my answer from a political serighink that’s much more significant than
the office, which didn’t change significantly fropear to year or from senator to senator.

MB: Oh really? It didn’t change from senator to seria

EL: Not significantly. Although, it has to be saitht because Senator Mitchell was a new
senator and a junior member, he didn’'t have alctiramittee staff that Senator Muskie had.
Senator Muskie at one time | think had over a hedgreople under his control when you
included the committee and the subcommittees. B&thator Mitchell, he only had a personal
staff. So, you know, the number of people he hatkimg for him was significantly smaller,
down by at least two-thirds.

MB: When you were going to law school, what spedifiea of the law were you interested in?



EL: 1didn't, | didn’t think | wanted to do litigatim but | took trial practice. | took trial
practice, | took evidence which was a required seur took civil and criminal procedure,
because that was part of the law school curricul&ut | also took business transactions. No, |
took business, it was a business law course apaklItivo courses in commercial transactions,
and | took bankruptcy. | tried to get as balanaetkew of the different kinds of legal courses
that there were, because, again, when | firstestdrtlidn’t think I'd go to private practice, and
then toward the end | decided | did. But | jushies to have as well-rounded a background as
possible in preparation for the Bar exam and Irglul could learn more later.

MB: Why did you feel that you’'d be out of a job ifris¢or Mitchell was no longer in office?
Why wouldn’t you just move to the next senator i did?

EL: Well, because there would have been no guardmi¢dis successor would have been a
Democratic, or that his successor would have Shwlant you to stay.” When Senator Muskie
was appointed to, as Secretary of State, in thasition process he had told Joe Brennan, who
was going to appoint the successor, “Please askwher you appoint to keep my staff on for
the next two years.” And George Mitchell wantedltothat, but he knew most of us anyway,
the senior staff, and he also wanted us indepelydeinSenator Muskie’s request, because he
wanted seasoned staff to help him learn the ropg$aaguide him through the next couple of
years and his own first election. But, you knoviRepublican, if he, if Senator, let's say Senator
Mitchell had not been elected in his own right ioidmber of ‘82 and it had been a Republican,
David Emery had run against him, | would have besnof a job. And | might have looked for
another job on the Hill, but quite frankly after sking for Senator Muskie and Senator Mitchell,
anything else would have been a drop. And askddaround Capitol Hill, there were few
members of Congress | respected in the way tregipdected them. And if you will, it caused me
to feel very privileged to have worked for two sdicte men, and | didn’t think there were many
others like them.

MB: You mentioned that you respected them very msgbeaple. What were they like to have
as bosses and as, how did you see them as polgazidrs?

EL: They were both very good political leaders and Vexy fine political instincts in their own
respects. | know that Senator Mitchell has alwfaitghat Senator Muskie was his mentor, and
indeed Senator Muskie helped to advance GeorgéhMitover the years. They were obviously
somewhat different in personality, but as | sagjrtpolitical instincts were about equally as
good. You know, they both could read the tea lsarxgy well and | think they understood how
to, how and when to move politically and when iswa their advantage. And, you know, they
were not just out to keep the seat warm, they getyiwanted to help people. And | could see
that on a day-to-day basis, that it was genuine.

And they wanted to make their mark on federal lagjen. Senator Muskie of course wrote the
environmental laws and in order to do that he lbgoetrsevere enormously in the face of
unyielding opposition by the auto makers and byyrlarge companies which polluted rivers
and the air. And he single handedly created the@mmental movement by holding hearings
around the country, in the late ‘60s and early , T0®rder to try to develop public support for
this notion that we had to clean up the air ancewatise we would choke on the pollution. And



so he was really very courageous and single mimdbd purpose. And, but his legacy is not
only environmental because he is the one who wh&d®udget Act of ‘76 and he also authored
some other laws, the Sunshine Government and theh8e having open meetings, and the
Sunset Act that legislation should expire periolijcso that Congress could see if it was worth
having around. And | can’t think of all of his ethaccomplishments, but he did, he did so
much. And then he cared a lot about foreign polibyen he was Secretary of State. Senator
Mitchell followed in his environmental footsteps,tie sure. And to show the patience of the
man, he had to work ten years as | recall to remizth the Clean Water Act, because he had
industry opposition throughout the years that fegltto get reauthorized. And then, after ten
years, when he finally got a bill through Congrésemember seeing Senator Mitchell on
television. Of course, | had long since left hifs | think it was in 1990 and someone
interviewed him and had said, “Well, Senator, wdrat you going to do now that you finally got
the Clean Air Act reauthorized?” And he grinned aaid, “Get a good night's sleep.” And |
thought that was vintage George Mitchell, who waaracteristically modest about his
accomplishments, but who had worked enormously imodder to get that done. | mean, it was
really, they each had a passionate commitmenteteivironment that caused them to overcome
all obstacles and to pursue their goal againgidis. And so you have to give them great credit
for that.

MB: What were some of your memorable events or cistantes from your experiences in
politics down in Washington?

EL: Well, you know, I've thought about that. Anddud probably, you know, with the

passage of time, think about a number of instarimgsjnstances or events. But | think that
probably the most memorable events were the electimat each man had. In 1976, after having
been defeated for President in 1972, and Mainelpesgying in the wake of that defeat, “He
doesn’t care about us, he only wants national @fficThat's what they said at the time that they
hired me, that Senator Muskie won his reelectiaim wver fifty-five percent of the vote | think.
I’'m sure the figures at the Muskie Archives wouwdtl you what it is, but it was a fairly high
percentage.

And then when Senator, oh, I'll just tell you tloise anecdote. | remember on election night in
1976 we were in Waterville, which was shall we Bayskie’'s adopted hometown, because his
wife was from Waterville. And we were at the haialMain Street. And | was in a large
ballroom just hobnobbing with people, and | happeteenotice that a lot of the Muskie staff
were not there. | didn’t know where they were #@rdidn’t, you know, it didn’t matter to me.

So | was just talking with, you know, rank and filemocrats who had come to celebrate what
they felt would be a victory. So all of a suddéuting the course of the evening, someone came
to me and said, “Estelle, the senator wants toysa€ So | went, | followed that person, and |
went in to what was the Senator’s suite, and it inh®f staff. And he said to me in the
presence of all those people, “Well, Estelle, dgoit have any work to do?” And | said, “Yes |
do, but not until tomorrow morning. | have a megtin Biddeford with someone at University
of New England.” And he was just teasing me beednesknew how hard | worked, | guess. So
| saw that as my cue, his face softened and | batais my cue that | should stay in the room
and relax with everyone, which it made me feel good



So then you fast forward a few years and when $ehitchell was appointed to the Senate, he
had never been in elective office. He had rurgfmrernor in 1974 unsuccessfully, and had then
been appointed as U.S. attorney | think in ‘78 doesh as federal judge in ’79. So he only had
been appointed to jobs and the Republicans smieléexdi; they felt that he was very vulnerable.
So we worked very hard. And David Emery, who e a Republican congressman,
challenged him for the Senate. And | think Dawetl that because he had, was an incumbent
congressman that he could knock over this guy witlaay difficulty.

Well, he seriously underestimated George Mitchetlduse George Mitchell is one of the
smartest men | have ever met. And George wassragyt in his politics, but in addition, David
Emery did some gaffes that haunted him throughmtampaign. For example, in something
like May of ‘82, David said that Senator Mitcheddha zero rating from the veterans on
veterans’ issues. Well, come to find out, the zating was based in 1980, in the first part of
1980 when Senator Mitchell was not in the Senatdescould not have voted, and so he got a
zero rating, because he wasn’t a member of thet&eis® when the press got a hold of that-, it
was an unsubstantiated allegation, when the Maiessot a hold of that they tore David
Emery to shreds. And all during the summer thgyt beinging it, “Oh, he’s the one who
accused Mitchell when Mitchell wasn’t even in tren&te,” on and on. So he did some gaffes
that haunted him, and Mitchell just cruised to @1gt{ had sixty-one percent of the vote. It was
an incredible, incredible election; | mean, it veawonderful moment.

MB: After Muskie’s term in office, did you remain s®to him or his family, or did you
become closer?

EL: Well, of course | never really had much contaknd they lived in Washington and | lived
here, and while they came up summers in KennebuthKptever really spent any time there. |
might see them at the Democratic lobster bakearstimmer time. But I, after he left the
Senate, | engaged in the practice of sending Hamtladay card every year. His birthday was
March 20th and | would get a card and | would white a long note telling him what my
political observations were at the time. Sometimgd answer me, sometimes not. But
sometimes he would say, you know, “I always enjeitigg your letters.” And that’s all | would
do. Ididn’t, again, | didn’t want to intrude inshife, but I still considered him very kindly.

And in, let’s see, | don’t remember the year he b@® but probably about four years ago there
was an eightieth birthday party for him in Washargand, my friends told me, and believe me, |
was going. And | went down and it was a wondestaff reunion. People from all over the
country, people | hadn’t seen in years. And it wagonderful party. | just, | had the best time.
And, you know, | think that, you know, Jane, Jals® andoubtedly would read my letters and |
think they, you know, felt that | was a friend baltigh again, | never imposed my presence. So
it was wonderful. And then they had another partylaine for him. I'm trying to remember, |
don’t know, | don’t remember if he could come. Dielcome? | don’t remember, but | went to
the one in Maine, it was in Lewiston. It was ayeice party, it was at the Ramada in Lewiston,
and it was really great to do that.

And then two years later he died. He died on M&2h And | went to his funeral, no question.
And | said to Leon Billings, who was staff directdf the Environmental Pollution



Subcommittee, | said, no, he said to me, you kridnen’t we glad?” | said, no, | said, | said to
him, | said, “Aren’t we glad we did that party twears ago?” And he said, “Absolutely.” And

it was, you know, a way for us to just show tribtdeéhe man and everything he stood for. And |
know that the people who organized that party spemiths working on the staff list. What

were the names of all the people, and then tradkiegn down and getting their addresses. It
was a huge job that they did. Because from, heappsinted to the Senate in ‘58, over all those
years how many people worked for him? So it waage job. And it was a wonderful time.

So, | don’t know if I've answered your questiommlafraid | got of on a frolicking detour here.

MB: You did.
EL: Okay.

MB: As far as any stories that you can think of albwon, what would some be?

EL: What would stories be? | don’t know that | havg really funny stories to tell. You
know, | think, I didn’t have a whole lot of contamith him, but he was always respectful toward
me and | think he respected my work. And | didvdte the kind of interaction with him that the
subcommittee and committee staff directors didef@mple. But | don’t think that meant, |
don’t think that meant he didn’t know my name. Ange that phrase because some people
used to say, some people used to argue with mé&é#rattor Muskie never knew certain people.
People would work for him and he never knew thaime. And so one time someone said to
me, “Well, Estelle, he doesn’t even know your ndmfnd | said, “Well yes he does.” They
said, “Well, how do you know he knows your naméBecause,” | said, “he calls me by my
name. “He’s asks for me by name.” And, you knbmgver had a doubt he remembered my
name from the first day.

Ironically enough, | must have made an impressiohim. | had been on the job four days. I'd
not met him yet, and | was called in to his offittee administrative assistant came to get me. |
was on the phone and he said, “Estelle, the Senatots to see you right now.” So I, you

know, | was talking to someone so | had to hurnaog finish this conversation. As it turns out,
it was a propitious moment for me to be introdudestause | had just solved a big problem for
someone. That, it was about September 20th chficBl had received a call or a letter from the
Maine Department of Human Services. The fiscal geaed, no there hadn’t been the transition
yet. It was about September 20th and there wag somna federal money available that had to
be given out by September 30 or it would lapsed &re Maine Department of Human Services
wanted some of that money so that they could useMiaine. So | had, when Maynard Toll
came to get me to say the Senator wants to meel yas just hanging up with the then
Department of Health, Education and Welfare, nowltteand Human Services, HEW, and they
had just agreed to give Maine over a million dallaf that money.

So, here’s Maynard yelling in my ear to come meet3enator. So | finish the call, | hang up
the phone, | go meet the Senator. And Maynartiesiakes me into this big office, you know,
here we’re all cramped like. The Senate offiadoih’t know if you've ever been there, are very
crowded for staff, you would never meet OSHA staddga But the Senator always has this huge
office all to himself. So I'm ushered into his amgers, and this big desk and this big imposing
man, you know, he’s six-foot-four. And here | anenty-three years old and what do | know?



Nothing compared to him. So Maynard says, you kritd like you to meet Senator Mitchell-,
Senator Muskie.”

So | sat down and, you know, he asked me whereslfwoan. And then | said, “Well, Senator,
do you know what | just did? | was just able tosdonething.” And I told him the story of how

| had been called by DHS, how they wanted thiseef@deral money and that the feds had just
called me to tell me that they were going to gimesatra million dollars to the state of Maine.
Now of course for me a million dollars was an imtibée sum, a million dollars to the state. And
he and Maynard had smiles that were about incheg,were inches long. Maynard couldn’t
believe it, he couldn’t believe it when | said th&nd the Senator said, well, he said, “We were
looking for a successor to Elsie Far®z énd | see that we have found a good one.” Itjusisa
really nice way to be introduced.

End of Sde Two, Tape One
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EL: ... said, well, “We were looking for a successo Elsie Fantz and | see that we’ve found
one.” And he had a broad smile, and I, it was adeoful moment, | felt that | had scored a hit,
you know, just at the right time. And I felt fraitmat moment on he never forgot me and he
never forgot my name. So | remember feeling sepdlpat in my own small way | could make
a difference in people’s lives. Not because, Iméavas invoking his name and | never forgot
that, and | was never looking for any self-aggraedient in any of this, but | was doing it in his
name because that was my job. But it was wondaeutfigin there were results like that, so.

MB: How did you come to your position here at the fam?

EL: Well, as | think | mentioned, in 1983, well afteenator Mitchell had been elected to the
Senate in his own right, | began to look aroundefgmb. And, as | recall, I, before | had made
any contact with this firm, and | knew severalltd members here, | received a call from John
[P.] Doyle [Jr.], who heads up the health law pragtthe health practice group here. And he
said to me, if | remember correctly, “Well, Estelleinderstand you're looking for a job.” And |
hadn’t really started in earnest yet, so | wondérad the word had gotten around. And he said,
“You know, we wondered if you'd consider our firm3o | interviewed. | don’t know if that
fall. I interviewed with a few other firms and &t decided that if | practiced law in Maine, |
only wanted to practice law in Portland. Becauter daving been in Washington for so many
years, | felt that | needed some sophisticatioat, tihe size of the city was important, and | felt
that Lewiston was a little small. So that if | ditlget a job in Portland, | would stay in
Washington and practice law there. So, ultimakelas offered a job here; | was offered a job
by John Doyle who wanted me to work with him in tealth practice. There were no practice
groups in those days, but he was doing health lamd because | had worked on the Senate
Finance Committee with Senator Mitchell and | diddvtare and Medicaid law, he wanted me
to do that. And | knew all the hospital and nugsiome people in Maine and he felt that, you
know, it would be an advantage for the firm. Sat'®nhow | came here, in June of 1984.

MB: And how has your career developed here?



EL: Well, | have progressed beyond health care, atthd still do health care. And | am in the
corporate commercial practice group, and | do priimwgransactions, not litigation. And it's
interesting how my initial view in law school, thadid not want to do litigation, has proven true
with time. Litigation has never particularly haa @ppeal for me. And what | like about
transactions is, you're putting two parties togetbgvard the same goal. With litigation it's
always very adversarial and the nature of the walnknk is quite a bit different. But | enjoy
trying to put people together. When | worked omi@a Hill, | worked in solving people’s
problems, so it's not entirely dissimilar. Anddve done a variety of things; I've done a little
litigation but not much. But I've done corporatemmercial, real estate, I've done work-outs
representing lenders, I've represented municigaliti’'ve also represented developers before
municipalities, in front of planning boards and tmsaof appeal. | do estate trust and probate
work, and | still do health law. | sometimes darcoercial transactions for hospitals and
nursing homes, and | know the area of health garedfand abuse. And | also represent nursing
homes who are cited for deficiencies by the staia,know, to try to get the deficiencies
rectified and that sort of thing. So, I've redtigd a range of responsibilities here, generally in
non-litigation.

MB: Did you stay involved with Maine’s political seewhile you were working here?

EL: Inthe early years of my practice, | did. | catméMaine in June of ‘84, as | said. And in
1986 | was elected to the Democratic State Comenittieere | served for four years. And in
1988 | attended the Democratic National Conveniiofitlanta. That was a great, great
experience. But since 1980 [sic] | have beenilesdved. | sometimes go to city and county
committee meetings, but | have been less involem@dibse | don't feel | have much time; | really
have to work very long hours into the night theryaind, and weekends and holidays, so |
don’t give the time that | used to.

And I will admit that | have seen participationparty politics decline over the years, | think,
quite a bit. Today, about one-third of the votams unenrolled, are not enrolled in either the
Republican or the Democratic Parties, whereas Wwhes, twenty years ago, it was mostly,
independents, so-called independents were rarepléaere Democrats or Republicans. And
today people don’t want those labels. And, | thaglcause there’s so much partisanship in
Washington, people don’t want to associate witlolgipal party. It's, you know, something
dirty for them, and they tend to stay away. Andhsopeople | would like to see, you know, my
peers professionally perhaps, don't really, selgamicipate in politics. And | think that’s too
bad. And I don’t know if there’s a way to revetie trend, but |, it's one of my long-standing
concerns.

MB: What was the Maine political scene like compdrethe scene down in Washington?
EL: When?
MB: When you were active during the ‘80s up here.

EL: Inthe late ‘80s? | think people still participd in politics more than they do today. In
1986, in November of ‘86 with Senator Mitchell'slnethe Democrats regained control of the



Senate. And so that was a big thing, but then kb&tyit again some years later, | don’t
remember which year. But Senator Mitchell was gb\a beacon, if you will. He was a star and
a role model in the way that Senator Muskie hachbend Senator Mitchell of course acquired
great stature early on because he became majeaitet as | recall in ‘86, having only arrived in
the Senate in 1980. And in something like ‘8584, I think it was right after | left the Senate,
they created a job for him in the Senate; they nigieDeputy President Pro Temp. The job
didn’t exist, but they made it for him because peaid, “You look at, you watch that guy. He
shows great promise.” And only two years afteafl the Senate as | recall, he was elected
majority leader which | thought was a singular agkment.

So, today we have Congressman Allen and CongresBaddacci, who do a very fine job, both
of whom | admire very much. But of course, thep'tlbave the stature or the longevity that
Senators Muskie or Mitchell had. And, as | sayimk a greater force is that a lot of people are
turned off to politics because of the high degriegpastisanship. And | think that the poll results
throughout the impeachment proceedings and aliefthis, you know, the Monica Lewinsky
revelations since January of 1998, show that mesple believed Clinton had done something
wrong, but didn’t want him impeached. . . . andriésults stayed the same throughout that
fifteen-month period no matter what came up. Bwben he admitted that he had engaged in
this inappropriate relationship, his poll numbeentwup and they stayed up. And that's because
people said, “We know the guy, you know, is flavpedsonally, and we know he did the wrong
thing. We don’t condone his behavior, but we devént him impeached.” And the
Republicans went ahead and did all of that and Ipespre disgusted.

So | think the attitude of the average citizertasyard politicians, “A pox on all of your houses,
we don't like any of you.” And so | think that hsiparty politics altogether. And | have a
friend in our Augusta office who is a Republicangaometimes we compare notes, and he has
told me how, in the Republican Party, participati@as dropped a lot. And what happens, too, is
with moderate people not participating in politit® ones who gravitate are the extremists in
both parties. And so what you have is issuesateapolarizing and candidates who are
polarizing because those who are on the far rigthefar left have their small group of
supporters, and some of them tend to run. Nowi| e&y in the Republican Party, the
conservatives don’t win in Maine, because if yoe ©ympia Snowe and Susan Collins, they
are both moderates. And yesterday’s paper showatdvhile the conservatives in the
Republican Party in Maine have complained abodit thetes against impeachment, they’re not
in a position to do very much because they donetthe numbers.

But, on a national level, the participation by ertists in party politics does have an effect.
Because in other states extremist candidates watiehs, and they’re the ones who care more
about making a statement than about enacting &igisl And that's why you get, you know,
we’ll say Republicans who want to send legislatmi€Clinton that they know will veto, he will
veto, because they can use it to run against tineobDeats in the next election, as opposed to
crafting legislation that will benefit the Americaablic, like Clean Air and Clean Water, all
right? So with time, the increasing, or shally,ghe decreasing participation of average people
in politics, | think, has a negative effect on mah politics in Washington; that it only gets
worse, the gridlock only gets worse, the politislelckmail, the name-calling, because you have
more and more extremists in office, as opposeddderates in office who want to get the job



done.

MB: Were these the things, the sorts of things thatwould write in your birthday cards to
Muskie, these sort of reflections?

EL: Well, not necessarily. | mean, | would commemtize political scene here as | saw it. For
example, | remember writing to him that one persowatch in Maine politics was Tom
Andrews. He was in the Maine legislature, andd,s&le’s very ambitious and he’s going to
run for Congress some day, you watch.” And the&ernwrote me back and he said, “Gee, you
know, | never noticed Tom Allen-, Tom Andrews.” ®wears later he was in the Congress.
And so, | could tell that Tom Andrews was ambiti@mugh and had the or- sufficient
oratorical skills to gather enough of a followirgt he would run, that was his intention. And |
was not wrong. | mean, I’'m not going to tell yoy notes to him were long notes. It was a
particular greeting card where I'd write, you knaw, one half of a side or maybe two sides, |
don’t know. But | would just tell him what | obsed.

MB: How did working at the law form relate to legisla work in Washington?
EL: Not at all.
MB: No?

EL: No. Ithought, erroneously, that some of my warkVashington would carry over here,

and virtually none of it did. And | came to feafter maybe six months or a year, that when |
started practicing law | was beginning an entiregyv career. And | would make this analogy:

if you could compare writing, if you could compaverking on Capitol Hill to filling several

pages on a legal pad, practicing law was like tegaill of those sheets out and putting it in the
waste basket and starting with a blank slate. 'Shatat it was like. And I did a little bit of
lobbying at the Maine legislature, but even thas wedally dissimilar to Capitol Hill because

there is very little staff in the Maine legislatur&nd the degree of sophistication between a state
legislature, any state legislature | think, and @ess is night and day, because state legislatures
are part-time. They only run for part of the yeghey are under-funded, seriously under-funded,
and under-staffed. So you're not going to getiéwel of sophistication that you get on Capitol
Hill.

And whenever you talk about, there is public disaus here about the size of the legislature or
something, you always have those who talk aboutitimen legislature, that, you know, at the
dawn of the Republic, that was the ideal. Andst filnink that for today that has, that notion of a
citizen legislature, has very little relevance hessathe laws today are very, very complicated
and you need an institutional memory. And | thiln&t this term limit law has seriously
weakened the legislature because you have turngti@institutional memory. And what term
limits does is, it empowers the executive brandip Wwas a permanent memory, and it empowers
lobbyists, who have a very good memory, includingncidentally my firm, all right, who with a
greater body of knowledge as to given areas ofalveare much more able to influence
members of the legislature who have very littlewlenlge. How do they know that you're
wrong if they don’t have the facts themselves?



So, | don’t believe in term limits at all. But winéerm limits was proposed through a
referendum, there was, it was a one-sided debate, two-sided debate, for this reason. Betty
Noyce [Elizabeth B. Noyce] of the, whose Libra Fdation is, you know, supporting all of these
developments around Portland, is the one who p&dompanies who did all of the publicity

for this, because she believed in term limits. Wke people who would naturally have opposed
the term limits would have been the members ofdpeslature, but they were all disabled from
speaking against it because it would have beenagsalf-serving, “You just want to protect
your job.” So almost nobody spoke against it pujplicAnd why would a lobbyist speak against
it? It helps a lobbyist do his job, so the loblbyigren’t going to complain. But it weakens the
legislature and it empowers the lobbyists and Kezetive branch.

And | told that once to, | was at a dinner somepland there was a man from New Hampshire
sitting opposite me. And we were talking abouttéimits because he favored that. And he
thought he knew all the answers and | told himyusat | told you. And he went, “Huh, | never
thought of that.” And | thought, “That’s becausmiyre only listening to like minded people
who say the same thing, you haven't listened tather side.” Well the other side was never
able to articulate its message very well becausg would have come mostly from legislators.
So. ...

MB: Tell me a bit about your experiences workingddrig law firm and how you feel those
experiences are unique as a woman.

EL: Well, when | started practicing law, in 1984, réhevere few women lawyers. When | came
to this firm in 1984, there were twenty-five lawgeand there were three women at the time,
four, let's say four. Two of them left in Octobafrthat year and then a few others began to be
hired. There were not many experienced women igicawrs in the field of law back then.
Women were starting, and in my law school classweee about fifty-fifty men and women, so |
knew that it would change. But change takes tithange is incremental. Today we're sixty-
two lawyers and we’re, | haven’t counted them,psase about a dozen women.

But it is also to be said that there are many wotaefyers practicing law in Maine today. In
fact, a couple of years ago there was a dinnervfonen lawyers at which Gloria Steinem2 was
the speaker, and it attracted everyone. And weddhbat in the same room there were five
hundred women lawyers from Maine. And we all lodble¢ each other sort of surprised at the
numbers, that there were that many of us. Andthnk that with the years more and more
women have practiced.

And | don’t know that the professional or promofabopportunities are always equal for women
today, but | do think you have to keep your hanthare and keep plugging away. And | feel on
balance that getting a law degree was one of teedaeisions of my life, because it has enabled
me to become a professional, to think and actdikeofessional, to earn a very decent living, far

2 Gloria Steinem (1934- ) cofounder, New York Magaz1968. Cofounder, MS, 1971. National Women'ktieal
Caucus, 1982. Founding member, Coalition of Laboiobd Women. Authored: Outrageous Acts and Everyday
Rebellions(1983); Revolution from Within: A Book of Self-Efm(1992). (www.greatwomen.org/profs/steinem).




above what is the median income in Maine today,rapefully to assure my future so that when
| retire, | don’t have to rely on Social Securityhich may not be there. And so while | always
worked very hard on Capitol Hill, and especiallychan the years | went to school at night, |
have found that | continue to work very hard asvayker.

But then my observation is that most lawyers waknhard as well. And | think that those who
are in law school today may be under the misimpragfat you can earn a lot of money
without working very hard, and | don’t think thatisie. | think you really do earn it. And
today, lawyers are the favorite whipping boy ofisbg and | take all comments and jokes with
laughter. But | try to do as good a job as | aamfly clients because, just as when | started
working on Capitol Hill, and in those days therergvpolls about public cynicism toward
government. | have always felt that | can only maky contribution as an individual toward
either restoring public confidence in governmenhia days when | worked on Capitol Hill, or
trying to give my clients confidence today in tlegal profession, just on a day-to-day basis.

MB: Have | missed anything important from your exgece that you want others to know
about you or your times?

EL: Not that | can think of.
MB: Thank you very much.

End of Interview
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