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Biographical Note

Shepard (Lifshitz) “Shep” Lee was born in Lewistdhgaine on November 13, 1926 to Ethel and
Joe Lifshitz. His parents were both Russian imamtg, his mother a housewife, and his father
an automobile dealer after the Depression. Ha@gt the Lewiston Public Schools, graduating
from Lewiston High School in 1943. He then wenttoBowdoin College, taking a break from
college between 1945 and 1946 to enlist in the Nav¥g returned to Bowdoin after his service,
and graduated in 1947 with a degree in governmhieaonomics. At that time, he and his
brother also changed their names to Lee to avaeittidiination against Jews in education and in
careers. Lee returned to Lewiston after graduatiad went to work at his father’'s automobile
dealership. Soon after, he became active in Lemwigiuburn Democratic politics. In 1956, he
was campaign manager to Frank Coffin’'s Congressimarapaign. In 1963, he bought out his
father’s partner in the automobile dealership, enehtually took over the entire business. Lee
was an active Democrat during and after Ed Musldaiger. He was a key fundraiser for the
Maine Democrats, and loaned many vehicles to caynpaj candidates over the course of his
career. He retired from his automobile dealerghije late 1990s.

Scope and Content Note

Interview includes discussions of: Lewiston, Magmenmunity; discrimination and anti-



Semitism in Lewistonpersonal side of Senator Muskie; campaign insigfitsskie anecdotes;
Muskie’s opinions on abortion and the limits ofrgeliberal; LA Times article concerning
Muskie’s relationship with President Johnson abGatnam; Muskie’s relationship with his
family; and staff anecdotes.
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Transcript

Don Nicoll: Itis Tuesday, the 13th of March, the year 20@e are at Lee Auto Mall in
Westbrook, Maine interviewing Shep Lee. Shep, @yalu state your full name and date of
birth, and your parents’ name, and your place xhbi

Shep Lee: Okay, Shepard Lee is my full name. | was barhewiston, Maine at the CMG
Hospital on November 13th, 1926. My parents weseph Lifshitz, and that was my name up
until (unintelligible phrase), and my mother was Ethel Richardson Lifshitz.

DN: And this | should note is the second individu&trview with Shep, the first having been
by Chris Beam in 1991, and this one by Don Nic&hep, you grew up in Lewiston, and you
had three siblings. You talked in your earlieemtew about your brother Harold, but not much
about your sisters. Would you tell us somethinguathem?

SL: Sure. My two sisters, who are still alive,\theere the oldest. There was Dorothy,
Sylvia, Harold, and a four year gap, and | was bdmmy family it was important that the boys
go to college. It wasn’t as important that thésggo to college. So my two sisters went to
Lewiston High School and ended up going to the Anlaine School of Commerce. Dorothy
was the oldest and Sylvia was a year younger. i&glvded up going to Germany to work for
the United States Army after the war. Dorothy divad@ home and moved to New Jersey for a
while, actually worked for Geiger Bros. in New Jgrsand then ended up coming back home.
Dorothy has had some emotional instability throughwer life, she has had some good periods
and some bad periods. Sylvia was the legal segretdVilliam Lloyd Garrison in the big firm
there that has Sorenson and all those people in it.

DN: Is that what got you into the ACLU?



SL: No, no it wasn’t. But | met Garrison a coupfdimes when she worked there. But she
worked with him until he died, and he was writihg, was dictating his biography in his nineties
and actually she was involved with that. Sylviavives in New York, retired, and actually is
not in the best of health right now. But neitheeregot married, and because my family
relationships were probably never, never had a geladionship, | think that the girls, my
sisters, suffered certainly more than Harold addil Harold and | both went to Bowdoin, and it
was just expected that boys would do, would getteebeducation and do more. So in a lot of
ways it makes me sad just to think that in factsisyers went through life without ever really
having boyfriends or marrying. But Sylvia’s beewesty good worker so never has had a hard
time.

DN: Now did, was your father and mother’s marriage of those arranged marriages, or -?

SL: Well, semi-arranged. My father had an oldstesi Mrs. Tarr, | think you remember
Tarr's Market in Lewiston. It was because Mr. Tarho was originally Mr.rfame), was
married to my father’s sister. And Mrs. Tarr pldysme role in fixing them up and
encouraging my father to marry, but it wasn’t agaah in the Indian sense of marriages. They
knew each other before they got married. But & waver a great relationship, maybe the first
couple of years, I'm not really sure.

DN: But, now was there a distinct Jewish commumitizewiston?

SL: There was, and the picture you got from Irwivigch you alluded to before -

DN: This is Irving Isaacson, yes.

SL: Right, | think, was he a member of the Aubwnagogue?

DN: Yes, in New Auburn.

SL: Okay, well, there were two synagogues. Theulalsynagogue was orthodox, the
Lewiston synagogue was conservative. There wag delwish community in Lewiston, all of
whom belonged to the Lewiston synagogue. Anduhey thing is that much later on the
Lewiston synagogue, Beth Jacob synagogue, buliulburn. And people still referred to the
new Beth Jacob synagogue as the Lewiston synagoglAuburn was still there, that, in New
Auburn. But they were two district communities.

DN: Were there many relationships between the tvwmonconities?

SL: Yeah, there were. Periodically there was a@a#nof combining, but because they were
so different that the, in the Auburn synagoguentie® and women didn’t sit together, in
Lewiston they did. All the traditional marks okthlifference between orthodox and the

difference of -

DN: So you were brought up in the conservative.



SL: Yes, | was conservative.
DN: Were your father and mother active participamthie synagogue?

SL: My father was active in building initially tHeewiston synagogue. He wasn'’t religious in
typical fashion. They would go on the high holidayom Kippur, Rosh Hashanah. My mother
would go more often because there were some sworaken’s activities, Hadasah, Beth Jacob
Sisterhood, she was a participant in that. Mydathdn'’t participate in, he really was
indifferent to religion.

DN: In the earlier interview you talked about younther’s decision to seek a change in name
because of prejudice and discrimination in admissio the medical school. Did you run into
many instances of discrimination in Lewiston grogvup?

SL: They were there, I'd say my memory of my chddt is it was a happy childhood, and |
didn’t have early memories. We lived in a neigtioard, we were the only Jewish family in that
block. There was one Irish family, and we had Erefrrenchmen, and the mixture. All my
friends were either French or Irish until | starteddebrew school and then | had Jewish friends
as well.

The first anti-Semitic action | guess you’d calihiit | can remember, | had organized a Hi Y
Club in the eighth, and then when it came to chapsificers it seemed natural for me to be an
officer. But the advisor, | can’t remember whavds, a teacher at school, he says, well, he says,
Shep doesn’t qualify because Hi Y is a Christiagaoization and it wouldn’t be appropriate for

a Jewish officer. And | remembered that becaugeeks | must have wanted to be one, so that's
the first instance. In high school, really | dilauffer much prejudice that | can recall in high
school. There were the traditional anti-semeticssland sort of stories and stuff like that, but

my type of memories are not filled with, | havethink about instances like that. But | certainly
didn’t grow up feeling that was the underdog araked on.

DN: Were there many ethnic clashes in Lewiston duitiat period?

SL: Ildon't think so, not that | was aware of. Tdavere, in my time at least, | remember the
great CIlO strike of 1936, shoe strike. It waslyedhe division was more between the Yankees
and the Franco-Americans, and that was always ezidend sometimes the Irishr{intelligible
phrase). | think the Irish first controlled city hall foyears, and then the French took over the
control. But there weren’t any real large anti-eémincidents that | can remember in my
childhood, or even later on.

DN: Now, you and | were talking before we startad thterview about some of the other
families that you knew, and we were talking patacly about Irving Isaacson and his father
Peter, and Irving’'s description of how his fathame to become a lawyer. | gather that your
father knew him.

SL: Peter was my father’s lawyer, before, | inkegtithe Brann & Isaacson firm from my
father. Irving continued as my father’s lawyel@sg as he was in business and then Irving



became my lawyer in 1947, and still is. So thatéhs been a continuum in that relationship.
Irving was a good friend as well as the, but wheua gnentioned it, it recalled to me, or my
father would tell me the story of meeting Peterowias a friend of his, and Peter telling him
that he was going for the Bar and my father, netritaany education says,uffintelligible

word) you going to drink, what are you going to do,d?@t He says, “no, I'm studying to be a
lawyer in Brann’s office.” And I think my fatherag quite surprisedifintelligible phrase).

| got to tell you one other Peter Isaacson stétgter was an exceptionally smart guy, and at one
point was running two shoe factories from his ldfice. Always had interest, was the chief, he
was the chair of the investment office for Depasitdrust, | remember, and, anyway, he was
very smart and very well regarded. Not an espgonerm person and, | called him Mr.

Isaacson my entire life, you know, | would saywwild call me up and he’d say, “Shepard,
come over to my office, | want to talk to you.” @iid go, it was usually because he wanted to
buy a car, | remember he wanted to buy his wife skicond wife, an MG sports car that she
wanted.

And so one day, this is much later, | got a calirfrPeter, he says, “Shepard, | want you to come
over to my office, | want to see you.” | assumedaNanted to buy a car, so | went over and he
said, “Shepard,” he says, “have | been a good ittt to the Democratic Party?” And | says,
yes you have, Mr. Isaacson. He says, “Have | efesed you when you'd call me for Frank
Coffin, for Ed Muskie, for these people?” No, ylmaven’t. He says, “Well then | want you to

do something,” he says, “l want you to tell Ken t&uto appoint Irving, Jr. as a judge.”

And | said, “Gee Mr. Isaacson, | can't do thdtelbeen lobbying Governor Curtis to put Louis
Scolnik as a judge, and I've been doing this féeva months now, and | just wouldn’t be able to
switch.” He says, “l want him to be a judge,” lags, “then why don’t you do this. You tell
Governor Curtis to flip a coin and let that decidso will be the judge.” And | said, “I really
don’t think | can do that. First of all, | donhitk he’'d respond, and secondly, | don’t think |
could do that.” And | remember leaving his offglgaking my head, that here’s this brilliant
guy, this very successful guy, and I think he sealanted to, Irving is his nephew, and he
wanted very badly to get Irving a judgeship.

DN: But he wouldn'’t call Ken himself.

SL: Idon’t think he felt connected to him. He nd€unintelligible phrase) he contributed,

I’m sure he contributed to Curtis’ campaign, butsh& me as his connection because I'd always
call him for the contribution.

DN: But did he ever talk to you about this again?

SL: Never again. No, that was the only time, ardpversation we ever had and | left feeling
badly because there was really nothing | couldtdhia point.

DN: And Louis went on to a very distinguished career

SL: Well he did, and it was an interesting timeéaese when Marois’ group, | don’t know if



you’ve had this come up yet in the -
DN: This is the Marois restaurant group?

SL: Right, they met for lunch every day for fiftdad years. And Louis Scolnik, Irving
Friedman, and Jack Clifford were also nominatedudge. And there might have been one
more, they were all part of the same group. Andwaryone avoided talking of the judgeships
at the, it just didn’t come up.

DN: And let’s see, Jack finally, did Jack finallydoene a judge? Bob did, but -
SL: Bob did.

DN: And Jack didn’t. The, this takes us reallyhe involvements in politics. When you
graduated from Bowdoin, did you go in the servifteragraduation, or -?

SL: I wentin during the college years. | lefcdmpleted three academic years, went into the
service, then come back and finished.

DN: And after that you went directly into the busisevith your father. Was there great family
pressure to do that, or was this what you figureal were going to do anyway?

SL: No, there wasn't, there wasn’t family pressitrejas clear that my father would have
liked me to be in the business. He tried to patsudarold to go in the business, my brother
Harold, who did go to Boston University for thestiyear, the business school. Didn't like it,
transferred to Bowdoin, ultimately became a psytcisia And at the time | really agonized
between, Prof. Helmwright was kind of my fathewfig at Bowdoin, he wanted me to take the,
what'’s the course they train diplomatic, it's aldipatic -

DN: Foreign Service program at Tufts?
SL:  Yeah.
DN: The Fletcher School.

SL: Fletcher School, he wanted me to go to theck&tSchool. | had come back from the
service so | had the G.I. Bill, so | could havetgota Ph.D. or whatever, they'd pay for it. And |
thought long and hard about going into teachinip, aollege teaching. And | really was
reluctant to go into business because | felt yaudrot do anything, | was then social service
oriented. | felt business wouldn’t give me thapogunity, and Helmwright, well this is a long
story. Helmwright really persuaded me that a bessrperson who was inclined to do
community good and do as much or more than a pofas a diplomat, and helped me resolve
that conflict.

So there wasn't, it really wasn't family pressutknew what my father would do, plus the fact
there was nobody else in the family that couldate over the business. And | had a vision at



that time, I'd go to work and when | was fifty, 1glit, I'd go get a Ph.D. and then I'd go teach.
| remember feeling, | really seriously thought Iwlebdo that. But it didn’t take long before |
realized | liked the business and it gave me teedom to do things, the other things I liked to
do.

DN: And that's what we’re going to talk about. Ak other things you've been doing. You
got involved in politics in the early fifties?

SL: Inthe early fifties | can, with and throughaRk Coffin, | mean we were really involved. |
can remember you and Frank going to an auto sholedtewiston Armory, this may have been
when | first met you, because | think Frank introgldl me to you at that time. | think maybe you
had just gone to work for the Democratic Partyatiould have been what?

DN: Fifty-four.
SL: Fifty-four? | had the impression -
DN: June of ‘54.

SL: [Ithink that's the first time | met you. But any event, | went to a Democratic
convention, it was a state convention, that wad hethe DeWitt Hotel, and Frank was the
keynote speaker. And | thought it was ‘52, bushgs it was 1950 and I'm sure he’s right
because he’s got every note to substantiate fad. | was very impressed with him. | had met
him and known him, | was on a committee with hine, were on a committee actaully, to attract
a psychiatrist in Lewiston, to decide whether thegded one. There was no psychiatrist in
Lewiston-Auburn at that time. But Fathe@a(e) of the big church, Frank Coffin, and myself
were a committee to research whether or not thaseanneed. And | can’t remember how we
could prove it, but we decided there was a need.

Anyway, so that was in ‘49, so | guess | knew Frartittle bit, but | went to this Democratic
convention where he was the keynote speaker as Mery, very impressed with what he had
to say. And | remember | wrote him a letter saylimguld really enjoy doing some work and if
you ever get involved in politics I'd love to wodk your behalf. And that's really what got me
involved, and when Muskie ran, got very much inealv And so | got involved in the periphery
through him, and I'm trying to remember when Itfinset Muskie. | probably shook hands with
him when he was OPA, or whatever the -

DN: OPS, yeah.

SL: OPS, yeah, | think I met him then. And | gokhow him in ‘54. | remember going to a
meeting, I'm sure he must have been there, at HBanpit's house with all the candidates.
Benoit was the only one who was wealthy enoughateta house that would accommodate
mostly all the Democrats. So | really got invohat got to Muskie in ‘54 when he first ran.
But my real contact with him, in terms of knowinignhvery well and having stay at the house
and stuff like that, really started when he becarsenator. Because as a governor, he didn’t
need a place to stay, but as a senator, and dswgouhe would have hated to stay in a hotel. |



think for a couple of reasons. First, I'm suredwmldn’t like to spend the money. And
secondly, he kind of enjoyed staying in people’sdes back then, having that social
connections.

DN: Now, was it in the ‘58 campaign that you first ghvolved with him, or was it after he
was elected?

SL: No, it was in the campaign. In the campaightdll you something | remember well, I'm
not sure if you will or not, he had just gottenotésl and was coming back to Maine, one of the
early visits. And by then | had gotten to know fpnetty well, we were friends. You were, |
think, still working for Frank Coffin, and you westaying over at the house, over at my house
on Labbe Avenue, which was a small house, and yene staying in the den, | don’t know if
you remember.

DN: Yes.

SL: And I was doing something with Muskie and hiel s&Can | stay at your house tonight?”
And | said, “Sure,” | says, “but Don Nicoll is witlis and he’s in the den. We have to get out a
cot and put you in the dining room.” He says, “Takay,” he says, “l don't care.” And |
remember so well this big, tall, gangly guy witls feet sticking out over the cot, and you were
in the den at the same time. And | thought it was

DN: That's the last time | ever displaced him.
SL: You were there first.

DN: Now, when you were called on in the fifties &ghin the campaigns, was it for your fund
raising, or did it include other opportunities tntribute as well?

SL: Well, | felt that | wanted to be involved withe issues, and there was always just a little
bit of tension there. Gene Sampson was involvdetamk Coffin’s campaign, and you were
involved, and | was involved, and | kind of inhedt the title | had was campaign chairman.
Tony Karahalios was the treasurer. And, but | lahthherited the responsibility of the fund
raising. Now, | tried to play as big a role a®uld on the issues side, but | enjoyed that, that
was the fun part. But | didn’t find the fund raigihard, and | guess | had a certain organizing
instinct. So that I think if you ask Frank todays memory would be of a good job of raising
money. My memory is much more all encompassing.

DN: What were some of the issues that you got iresin in the campaigns?

SL: Well, | can remember, | remember writing sonrajton mental health for Muskie’s
inaugural in ‘56.

DN: It would have been ‘55 or ‘57.

SL: Fifty-seven.



DN: His second term?

SL: His second term, okay, ‘57. | can remembetimgisomething, this was all done through
Frank @nintelligible phrase), and I'm sure he was feeding my ego at the tiayeng), this is a
way | can get him satisfied with some issue involeat. And | think, | think | located two or
three sentences in the inaugural address that framehat paper, which made me feel very
good. But whatever the issues were, | rememberkFaad the three empty chairs speech and
the whole thing, whatever was happening, were sstheg, you know, | enjoyed voicing an
opinion about. Nobody really ever depended on snin@ fundamental contributor to issues.
Frank as you know, he really was his own campalgefc Whatever, but | always enjoy, what
attracted me to politics was, | think, an inteiasssues.

DN: When you were meeting with Frank Coffin and Eddiie and others, was there much
time spent in your recollection on debating or désing issues? I'm thinking not so much in the
form of preparation of position papers or speechasjust talking about mental health needs in
the state or environmental protection, or otherstjaes.

SL: | guess the honest answer is that that wabawtthe bulk of the time was spent. My
relationship with both of these guys is really tbka friend rather than a political advisor, asd a
you know Ed Muskie didn’t relax easily with manyopée. And | think somehow we had a very
easy relationship with each other. And when h&g at the house we would stay up until one,
two o’clock, probably having a drink, although Mee saw him drunk or anything like that. And
we, then we would talk about issues. Usually | Mdae asking some questions, and then he
would take that as the opportunity to launch intaatever it is he wanted to say. But | can’t
honestly say that the relationship was based ar@msue discussions and stuff like that; with
either Frank or Muskie.

But | always felt as though, well also Muskie as ¥mow was an inveterate punster and I've
always enjoyed puns. And | can remember, I'm $weetold you this before, but | can
remember being with him one night and he startadlt@ union related story. It had to do with
the sea and shore fishery boat, you were on itwene on it, anyway, it was a story that had a,
he had a pun with an ending and he forgot the &mdl he was so frustrated the entire evening
that he couldn’t remember the ending. And nextmmgy about ten o’clock, hew turns to me and
he says, “I remember it, | remember it!” And hegeeded to tell it all over again with the
ending. And I think we had, | call easy goingoadortable relationship with each other. And

it wasn't forced, it wasn't difficult, it was ea$gr me to call him by his first name and all of
that. And | guess | felt we liked each other.

DN: And you mentioned earlier that you thought hyed staying in a friend’s home rather
than going to hotels.

SL: Yeah, | really think he did. It got to be guéar routine. When he would come to our part
of, he was also a Bates trustee, so if he’d gottasiee’s meeting he’d call and say, “You know,
can | stay over?” Of course | was always delighitedave him here. | can remember once
Nancy and I, Nancy’s my wife, we had to go to Hebbecause one of my kids was being



honored for something, it was a night Muskie wayisig over. And he had said to me earlier,
“Do you mind if | bring a couple of the trusteesavdre friends over to the house?” | said, no,
fine, and told him where the key was. And we gatkoand, gee, he was giving the guy who was
the president of General Millsifintelligible phrase), he was a Bates trustee, he was giving him
a tour of the house. And I really got a kick pwoigtthis out, you can do this, you can see that.
But he felt very, | think he liked being in a homed didn't like hotels.

DN: Did he talk to you much about the experiencgadfg from being governor in Maine to
Washington and the Senate?

SL: Spasmodically this would come out, and it wlasicto me, nothing obvious

(unintelligible phrase), remember there that the first year in the Sehateas depressed. He

said there was a dramatic difference between kgangrnor and being an administrator rather
than just a legislator. Because you do sometlyiog,give an order, it gets done. His

description of being a governor was one where ymdcsee he really had a good time running
the state. When he got to the Senate, of couestathous story of how he got Frank Coffin the
judgeship and all that with Lyndon Johnson, bus&iel he was not happy. There was a dramatic
drop off in feelings at satisfaction that first yéathe Senate, | remember that very well. But he
took what Johnson felt was punishment and maderit@a big career for himself, the pollution
committee.

DN: Now, in addition to raising money and contribgtideas and serving as a sounding board
on issues from time to time, you also played a vegortant role in transportation for the
senator and his family over the years.

SL: My career with the Democratic politicians prblyastarted, because when they’d come to
Maine they’d always need transportation so | alwagsed Muskie an automobile, and to this
day in the summer | still provide Jane Muskie vétrented car if someone should call and ask
for it. And so we refer to it as a leasmiftelligible phrase). Yeah, | certainly did that. And |
would also frequently pick him up when he flewhe 'd drop me off, and so | did, that was in a
way my entree into Democratic business. [I've &mhoars to Hubert Humphrey, Mondale, you
go down the list.

And | remember once there was a CBS reporter tiraecand did an interview about my
experiences lending cars to politicians and, bexthere were all kinds of problems. Joe
Brennan borrowed a truck and then had the roof tlshea when he went through
(unintelligible phrase). | had every kind of experience. But, you knewerybody needs
automobiles so for me it was a great way to conwébt especially the national Democratic
politicians, and some | can remember calling menfAdaska, anywhere, | would get these, it
was a way of connecting with people who wantedaiwdw cars at no cost.

DN: All alike?
SL: No, some were really more careful. But | rerhenone of them, when John Kennedy

came he was supposed to show up at six o’clodkarevening. And I’'m sure he knew all of his
schedules, but they kept postponing the time. Mndkie was on the bandstand in Lewiston



which is now Kennedy Park and leading, singingdileg some cheers, all, trying to keep the
audience entertained because Kennedy was la&n reecnember him saying, “No school
tomorrow!” And a lot of people believed him.

But anyway, so | went out to the airport, Kennedyvad (unintelligible phrase), and | had, the
Kennedy people had called me a few days beforetmtw a car. | says, oh, | got a big black
Imperial, it'll be wonderful. He says, “No, no, /e, we don’t want to use anything that looks
rich, we want a simple.” | thought it was amusihgt they were attempting to hide the fact
Kennedy was rich. | don’t think they succeededt &wyway, so | gave them a simple Savoy, 6-
cylinder four door Plymouth and they were very hapjith this, (nintelligible phrase).

So we got to the airport and Kennedy got off thenpl and immediately stood up on the roof of
the car. And everybody’s screaming, | think | walling get off the car while everybody else
was yelling hooray for Kennedy. And he stood amribof, then on the hood, and then on the
trunk. And I could see it going like thianintelligible word). But | thought after he got elected
two days later, you know, that this car would sigiht off. And | put an ad in, President
Kennedy @nintelligible word), | think it us four or five months to sell it. uBanyway -

DN: You needed to hold on to it for fifty years a&hen it would -
SL: |think so, really.

DN: Now, in the 1960s when Ed was in the SenatetaGreat Society was building up, but
also the Vietnam War was building, you got into saifiscussions with Ed on Vietnam over that
period.

SL: Now, | have to say initially, my memory is Fka@offin, Ed Muskie himself, and
everybody else, all the liberal democrats. | thimky felt at first we were doing right in
Vietnam. There wasn'’t, the only guy | remember Vidoon the very beginning took a position
against it wasrfame), and | can remembeurfintelligible phrase). But anyway, as time went on,
people became disenchanted, attitudes changed. cBatremember we had a fund raiser for
Elmer Violette, this had to have been ‘66, and ae it at Louis Scolnik’s house.

| can remember, Louis as you know is a very gomhét of mine, and | got him to have the
party, and part of the deal was | was going todotire liquor. And so, | made a little sign and |
attached it to the inside of my suit and when Irggekit it said, “I paid for the liquor.” So | was
having fun with this, ynintelligible phrase).

But there was a guy, Alan Cameron, he was a feat ynstructor at Bates College who was very
into Vietnam, and at this. Muskie was the star whew the people to come to support Elmer.
And Muskie. Got into a shouting match with Alan Gaon, about Vietnham. He had been there,
see, (nintelligible phrase), | was there, pounding the table, his voice stato break,, and of
course a lot of the people were Bates faculty peoplnyway, right after that, we were, | was
going with him to Portland to meet Ken Curtis armbBDunfey at the airport. Kenny first ran in
‘667



DN: Yes.

SL: Yeah, all right. So Muskie was telling me ae tvay down all the thingsitintelligible
phrase). But, and above Gray all of a sudden he turmetisaid, “I didn’t do too well at Louis
Scolnik’s house, did I?” And | says, well, | haa@icture of this big, tall senator berating this
young instructorynintelligible phrase). And he went and pulled out his stationery pad a
started writing letters of apologyUfintelligible phrase) and clearly was embarrassed
(unintelligible phrase). (Unintelligible phrase).

But | remember that then, after that, he’s tellng that Kenny should be doing this, doing that.
And | can remember when we got there, we sat dowrave dinner, Muskie says, “Shepard, tell
them what you were saying on the way down aboutdmepaign.” So | started, | hadn’t gotten
four words out when he took over, thank God, beedusuldn’t have recited all the things that,
but | thought it was amusing the way he got intoBut that blow up, | remember that, well |
particularly remember him saying, his rule wasuairgtelligible phrase).

DN: Did you get a sense from his conversation dfftieblow up as to why he had lost his
temper, why he was so agitated?

SL: 1think, | had seen him lose his temper quifevatimes, | think it was the idea of this
young Bates instructor disagreeing with him. Té&agally all | can think that it was,
(unintelligible phrase). He had a temper, he would lose it. | mustlgapever, ever lost it with
me. The only argument we ever had was about apor#hnd it’s interesting, it's also
(unintelligible phrase). And it taught me something, it taught me thatytwere raised Catholic
and taught that abortion was wrong. There’s almtrthere, there’s a conflict between | think
rationality and emotion, and it's one | had a béfgel for, having that experience. Although |
must say both of them always voted the way | voted.

DN: What was the, what position first did Ed Muskike, and then George Mitchell?

SL:  Well | think both of them, | think both of thejust felt that morally, abortion was wrong.
They always ended up conceding that it shouldnitlegal | think, as | said it was. | always
regarded it as just a reflection of their upbrirggand that if you're told all your life that abanti
is killing a human being. And it was, | think whiadid for me is point, is point out some of the
difficulties. |1 mean, even to this day | don’t egd abortion as a willful thing, and | understand
the arguments made that your childraniigtelligible phrase). But | think it really was an
exposition of the problems with abortion, and | aw associated it with what | felt was their
upbringings on abortion.

DN: Did you ever hear Ed talk much about his fartd his involvement in the church?

SL: Notreally. Not really. He would talk, welfémember one dayrintelligible phrase),

he talked about his family, his father and howfatler was a tailor and was a very popular
tailor, and that you always, you got a lecture glaith the suit you had made, whoever it might
be, whether you were the mill owner or whatevenight be in Rumford. And | felt he had a, an
important relationship with his father.



| don’t think we ever really discussed religionsagh very much in that way. | do remember, |
got him to speak at the Jewish Community Centez.héd been to Poland, and there wasn't a
dry eye in that center, and it was packed, becausas the story of how all these Jewish
immigrants came over, except in his case he wasi&ushe was Polish. And it really was such
a similar story. His father left Poland becausealida’'t want his kids to be in the Russian Army,
and his father ended up in London where he apmexhto a Jewish tailor. And Monday
morning we had bagels for breakfast, and | saysh&de you had bagels before? He says, “I've
had bagels before,” he says, “let me tell you aysdbout bagels.” And he told me the story of
how, when his father was apprenticed to the Jetaisbr, he learned how to bake bagels. And
in Rumford, Maine his father would occasionally bddagels. He said, “I knew all about bagels
long before you did.”

(Break in taping.)

SL: ... center of talking about the twmintelligible phrase), talking about looking for his
cousin. And if my memory serves me, he found somssin in the Ukraine, and just that whole
story. Because all of the older generation codéahtify, you know, with nintelligible word).

It was as though he was telling their story. Oh#he very moving speeches thanintelligible
phrase).

The other thing | don’t want to forget to say, d@hi$ again is kind of a contrast between George
and Muskie. | had been on the committee, I'd bmethat through Ken Curtis actually, to
organize what | think was the first White Housefeoence on small business. This had to be
1980, | think, ‘79. Was Carter president then?

DN: Yes, through 1980.

SL: Carter made theuintelligible phrase). And the chairman was Arthur Leavitt, who was
then chairman of the American Stock Exchange, sjpesgly became chairman of the FCC.
And so when Muskie left office and became secrethsstate for, what, six, seven months?
Arthur called me up and said, “We’re going to off&t Muskie a seat on the board of the
American Stock Exchange,” and he said, “he dodsrowv me but,” he said, “I would like very
much if you could talk with him and you could ségadu could persuade him to take it and pave
the way.”

So | talked to Muskie, and | can remember him sgyiWell | don’t know, I've got all of these
things and nintelligible word) this offered and that offered. I’'m going to takg time and see
what’s Uunintelligible phrase).” And because we all knew that he was a postpone
(unintelligible phrase). He said, “Why don’t you call your friend Arthueavitt and tell him I'd
be interested in that position on the Stock Exckeddgard.” So | called Arthur, and he says,
“Jesus, you know,” he says “we appointed, | thinkas either, McHenry was a Black judge.”

DN: Yes, McHenry.

SL: McHenry? They had appointed him. And he s@idintelligible phrase). And | always



knew that if someone, like George would know howee the moment, you know, better than
Ed Muskie did. But he was very disappointediitelligible phrase).

DN: Interestingly enough, McHenry was U.S. represtard to the U.N. at one point,
ambassador to the U.N. The, during this periogl Jdke sixties, your involvements included
being an advance man.

SL: Oh boy.
DN: In the 1968 vice presidential campaign.

SL: | was his most famous advance man, not forgmogd reason. Well, | should tell that story
| guess. | would call, George was important f@ttln Muskie’s campaign. And | would call
him every week and say, where are they going nexk® So one week | called and he read off
this list which included California. | says, Geerdunintelligible phrase). And the guy |

worked for was, Lester Hyman?

DN: Yeah.

SL: Lester Hyman, he was the guy who told me whalot when | got out there. But I think
Pachios was then, maybe Hyman was working for Bachbr, (nintelligible phrase).

DN: | think Harold was still at the White House, drelmay have had an involvement.

SL: 1think he may have. But, | got to Californiadathmis was shortly after Martin Luther
King and Bobby Kennedy were both assassinatedagdunintelligible phrase), George had

told me that Muskie had written to Johnson urgiimg to stop the bombings. | remember when
he told me, ¢nintelligible phrase). Because we had all been after Muskie, by iha tve were
anti-Vietnam. So | went and did some advance Viarla speech at the University of Southern
California, it would have been Los Angeles.

DN: Los Angeles, yeah.

SL: So there was this editor of a college newspdpegrcollege newspaper, who said, “Gee
where you're a friend of Muskie’s, I'd like to tatk you afterwards.” And | said, okay. And so
when the whole official part was over he says, I'ifred the truth because | don’t like Muskie.”
So that raised my ire, and | started telling tleeysabout the pollution committee and Frank
Coffin and all that stuff, and | ended up, | said this is off the record? “Yeah, absolutely off
the record.” | said, well he also didn't like -

End of Sde A
SdeB

SL: Okay so this editor of a newspaper was intarivig me, and | was trying to give him all
the reasons that proved that Muskie wasn’'t a gfatslyyndon Johnson. | ended up by saying,
“Now you're sure this is off the record?” “Absodly,” he says. “Well, what you should know



is that Muskie had written a letter to Johnsonngdiim to stop the bombing. He didn't feel he
wanted to attack Johnson publicly, he felt this desright way to try and influence what
Johnson would do.” So the whole conversation ended

The next day | picked up the Los Angeleses and there’s this gigantic headline that says,
“Muskie’s Secret”. | still have a copy of the pap@nd it tells the story about this friend of his
car dealer friend of his in Auburn, Maine, who ralegl today thatupintelligible phrase).

And, oh, | was so upset by thatUnintelligible phrase), and when | was going back on the plane
with him. Meanwhile, Dick Dubord was on the plase,at one point Muskie sent word, he was
in front of us, sent word that he wanted to see 8| went in and essentially he was very calm
about it, he says, “I called the President andarpt,” and essentially he says, “enjoy the rest
of the trip.” | think he was saying he wanted m@b back to work. But that's how |

interpreted it, which I think is a correct interf@gon. But | can remember coming back, the
back of the plane, and Dubord had wrapped somethimig around his head and put some
ketchup on it, ynintelligible phrase), he was making fun of me. And anyway, | rementbhat

very well.

| also remember that they said to me, we’re trymget Rosie Greer and Rafer Johnson to
support Muskie, Muskie on the ticket, and it woh&lgood if you tried to influence them to do
that. So they took me down and introduced meemthnd | remember, | wasn’t a big athlete. |
didn’t know what decathlon was and so, and, Ledignan says to me, he says, “You know
Rafer Johnson’s an Olympic decathlon champiorayss “Well,” | said, “Rafer, I'm really not
much of an athleticufintelligible word), how do you play decathlon? They all laughed and
thought that was a joke. So | says, “No, I'maesi | really don’t know what it is.” So Lester
he says, “You dumb bastard, you don’t play decathld'll never forget that.

But he was as charming and nice a guy as couldiosie Greer came across as a big guy who
would grunt. But | understand he was on TV, wigw$er on TV, a good famous thing to,
anyway, that was very interesting.

DN: That was your initiation into national politics.

SL: |think so, I think so.

DN: Did you and Ed have further conversations ab@etnam?

SL: Probably off and on. | can’t remember the satse of any conversation. But | think it
was clear at the end of it we were all in agreeritemais a big mistake and we shouldn’t have
gone. But | really don’t remember the substance.

DN: Now what were your involvements in the 1972 caigp that started really in ‘697

SL: | remember going to Milwaukee as an advance. nmaemember that John Orestis and |,

we persuaded someone from Bangor to fly us outitwdikee and did some advance work for
a few days. And that's what Jane likes to reaatir{telligible phrase) taking everyone to the



wrong place and they’re all following me, and | eddip going into somebody’s yard with all
these cars behind me. | really can’t remembespeeifics of what | did, | didn’t play a big role,
but I did do some workugintelligible phrase). | can remember being in Florida, because the
Democratic convention was in Florida | think, arelbst the Florida . . .

DN: Yes, he did.
SL: And I can remember how deflated we all werease it had seemed such a sure thing.

DN: Had you, in the course of that campaign seerhmiéibim to get a sense of how he felt
about the campaign?

SL: Idon’t think that | saw him on a weekly baslswvould periodically see him, | can’t
remember, it must have been Washington or Chicagomeplace when Muskie and Jane and
Steve were going to have dinner togethusiritelligible phrase), and | can remember
(unintelligible phrase). (Unintelligible phrase). And | don't think he was very disappointed. |
think he felt things were not going wellnjntelligible phrase). But, again, | certainly wasn't a
companion @nintelligible phrase).

DN: After that campaign, did he ever talk to youtttbe campaign, or -?

SL: Yeah, yeah, he would talk about it. | can ratber his saying | don’t blame anybody but
myself. | think he felt at that time that the stgy of entering all the primarieanintelligible
phrase). But | remember most of all his repeating mames that he wasn’t angry and he didn’t
blame anybody but himself for what happened. S@#n’t an exhaustive conversation, but he
would make references to it. And he would alwsg, listen, I've had this much praise and
ego gratification in my life than anybody could ewant. And in a way he was kind of
consoling himself, | thought. And yet | think hasvcertainly honest in saying he didn’t, I'm
sure he had regrets but he didn’t blame anybodiglegfimself.

DN: As he proceeded through the seventies to 198§,odi have a chance to talk to him much
about life in the Senate and his post presidemaosk?

SL: Yeah, we certainly would talk all the time,ghind of conversatioruintelligible
phrase). | remember his telling me, who was the Repuallisenator from Maryland, was a good
leader, Mack -?

DN: Oh, Mathias.

SL: Mathias, Mack Mathias. He said, “Well, Mack tkias saw me the other day and he said,
Ed,” he said, “you sure knew how to make a gracexis” The senator said, “Yeah.” He loved
to tell that story. And | can remember his tellthg story of how he persuaded Lyndon Johnson
to appoint Frank Coffin.

DN: Tell us that story.



SL: Well, we wanted, and | know that you were imeal in this, | wrote, and | think you wrote
to Frank, Frank was in Paris, and told him thastheuld write there and tell him. And | can
remember Frank writing and saying, “He knows wlaon.” (Long unintelligible segment). But

he told the story of how a group assigned to thisagroup of senators and the Alsops were
standing around, and Joseph and Stewart were stpadiund, and Lyndon Johnson was there.
And when he’d been, he must have been still themntgajeader in the Senate when this
happened, I’'m not sure about thami(telligible phrase), but -

DN: This was when he was vice president actually.

SL: When he was vice president, okay. So Frankblesd testifying that day on the aid bill,
and they always called on Frank because he’d e@omgress or theugintelligible word), then
he was deputy director of the aid bill. And theuis was back door financing which had to do
with not having to get a congressional allocatlmurt, borrowing (nintelligible word), something
like that.

So Frank, so anyway, one of the Alsop said to Lyndlshnson, he must have said, “Mr. Vice
President, what do you think about this back dowricing bill?” And Johnson, being the
realist that he was, he says, “Well, it's not goamywhere, you know, they won't let it get
through the Senate, it's just nan{ntelligible phrase).” A few minutes later, Alsop said to Mr.
Coffin, “What do you feel about this?” And Frardeing the goodupintelligible word) that he
was wants to do his testimony all over again ashyp Congress ought to pass it, it's the right
thing to do, and gave the answer that the worldlevbave expected him to give.

But Johnson took that as an insult, and told Mydkgesays, “He insulted me in public, he told
me | was wrong.” And he says, “l wouldn’t appdnim to unintelligible word).” And so
(unintelligible phrase) Johnson would say, “Ed, some other name, giveonge other name.”
He says, “l don’'t have any other,” he says, “Co#fimy candidate and he’s the only one that |
would propose.” And he said, “One day,” he sailibHhson called him to his office” and he
said, “If you want Coffin as badly as that, thenag®ad, you can have him.”

And that was, now | may have screwed up a littteobthe story, but that essentially was the
story Muskie would tell about how his persisten€h, at one point Johnson said to him well,
after about the fourth or fifth time, he saidnifitelligible phrase). | remember that phrase. You
can probably correct whatever | distorted in thatys but Ed enjoyed telling that story. | think
he enjoyed it becausanintelligible phrase) Frank wouldn’t have gotten the judgeship | don’t
think. (Unintelligible phrase). And the fact that, | don’t know who asked Ed#othe pilot,
whatever the term is for the model cities bill?

DN: That came from the White House staff at theidesg’s request.
SL: Who was president?
DN: Johnson, and the key people in the request,tiheié were several including a native of

Auburn, Milton Semer who was, Milton was working tbe Department of Housing and Urban
Development at the time, and in addition Bob Lleyaks undersecretary and the real author of



the proposal originally. But the major White Houskated people were Larry O'Brien and Joe
Califano.

SL: Well | can remember it was a great tribute toskle, he came from Maine, a state like
Maine where they didn’t have a big city and yewss being asked to do that.

DN: Well, they needed somebody who could persuael&émate to support it.

SL: He certainly was a, when you look at the vdives Muskie would get the legislation
passed by,unhintelligible phrase). He certainly was good at selling the legislatiar the Senate.
And even as a governor when the legislature waweovhelmingly Republican, the fact that
he got, what, seventy percent of his programs passsevhatever. And | really think it's because
he was so smart. The combination of intelligenu @n obvious sense of fairness.

It was, | remember once some illegal alien, wealkihg about some probably Mexican illegally
in the United States, andnintelligible phrase), and some people wanted to kick him out right
off. And | remember saying, well why didn’t theg that. And he told the people, look, he
says, this is the United States of America for §ttgisake, and he give me hell for asking a
guestion like that. But he had a great senseiwfdss, | feel, combined clearlynintelligible
phrase). | don’'t know if George really believes thighink he does, but he’ll sayrfintelligible
word) that Muskie’s the smartest guy he ever met. lde wery smart, no question about that.
But | think that he had a way of really seeing ksittes of an issue, and of persuading other
senators, that it wasn'’t just a partisan appro#etgs fairnessunintelligible phrase).

(Break in taping.)

DN: Shep, you've talked about Ed Muskie and hiss@fgairness, and | want to come back a
little later to your assessment of him. But in ldger years after he had served in the Senate and
went to the State Department, did he talk much atheuState Department experience?

SL: Yeah, he did. It was clear that he was engyimrat as much or perhaps more than
anything he (nintelligible phrase). In the early days in the Senate, he talked athau
governorship as something that he really enjoy&ad | think he talked about the secretary of
state’s job in the same way. | guess | had theasgion at the time he never had a job he was
as, and | think he was very sorry he had to giwgpjtyou know, after such a short period. |
remember | got a call, who was it, | can’t rememb®@h, it was ifame) called and said six of us
are going to fly down to have lunch with Secretlsiyskie. This is after the election
(unintelligible phrase), and | had just come back from Washington ara/ssJesuspame), |
can't take off time to go do this again. Well,d&ys, Shep, he says, “You owe it to yourself to
do this, you owe it to yourself.”

Anyway, he persuaded me, Scott Hutchinson, Chidreler, (nintelligible phrase) was there,
anyway there was six of us went down on a planeGharlie had gotten from somewhere. And,
| think | have a picture with Muskie, he had a bigar, sitting at the head of the table in the
private dining room. And it was just so clear ttias was a job that he was enjoying. And |
remember saying to him, | says what does a segretatate do? He says, “We negotiate,” he



says, “you sell cars,” he says, “I do the samegtlyiou do except we negotiate different things.”
(Unintelligible phrase), and | can remember that, that story. But it yua$ clear that he was
enjoying it so much that he felt badly that it véash a short period in his life. But it was clear
he liked it, and he managed, | remember after e awas appointed to one commission, it
was on, gnintelligible phrase) -

DN: Roosevelt, the Campobello commission?

SL: No, the one that -

DN: Oh, the Tower Commission.

SL: The Tower Commission, that, is that the oné S8tawcroft was on?
DN: Yes.

SL: Yeah, | remember, he talked some about thaid then he did something in Cambodia,
remember that? He was enjoying whatever assoggatie had, and | don’t think he ever really
enjoyed the law practice. | can remember him gatonrme once, "You know how these lawyers
are, Shep?” And | says, Ed, | says you're ondefrt. He says, “Well | don’t.” He never
thought of himself as a practicing lawyer, at |lefttr, after the fact. And I think he really
worried some about pulling his weight with the firinthink when he started he was getting |
think like two-hundred and fifty thousand dollargesar or something like that, and | think that
he felt that, well | mean he would describe howthweuld, they took a picture of him and they
would, how the firm would try trot him out.

| think he felt, he felt used, at least part of tinee he felt used, and he felt that he was almost
like a statue being brought out to be shown offidAe would say how in Japan, they make a
big deal of politicians and ex-politicians. | remiger him saying, | have just represented eighty-
two percent of the net worth of Japami(telligible phrase) all the people of the world they
were the ones who owned all the big things. |th@dmpression he really enjoyed the law firm
but felt that that was necessary for him to suppwrchildren.

And he would talk really open and really wiselyiftelligible phrase), he says, “Jane’s going to
live a lot longer than | will, she’s a lot youngand | have tounintelligible word).” He took me
to Kennebunk and showed me this little lot, botis,land he was giving me all these, his
financial strategy. And it was clear he was conedrabout seeing that Jane was going to be
okay after he died. Andifintelligible phrase), well when we went, | went to Ned’s wedding,
(unintelligible phrase), and there was one guy. And | think that wasathe guy that Ed liked a
lot.

DN: Was this Ed Harvey?
SL: That sounds -

DN: Older man, Ed’s contemporary?



SL: Yeah, yeah, yeah. And | remember | had, tlas after my divorcepgintelligible

phrase), and | did bring, | was goingugintelligible word) with some wealthy widow from
(unintelligibleword). And he (nintelligible phrase), if it was Ed Harvey, he said to Muskie, he
said, he says, “I got to get me something like.thaind he pointed to the woman, who was
quite attractive. But | thought it was interestithgt he was the only onanjntelligible phrase)
that came to the wedding. But I think clearly, lxzibervice was what he enjoyed. Well look at
the job he did afterwards with the whole legahiftelligible phrase), wasn’t Ed chairman of
this -?

DN: Yes, of the Equal Access to Justice Project.

SL: Yeah, and | admired the way, the fact that meas a guy with that kind of a past who was
very serious about doing what he could for legalises for the poorunintelligible phrase).

DN: Did he talk much about that project when you saw?

SL: No, | wouldn't say he talked a lot. We woulldere would be references to what he was
doing, but | don’t think we ever had any extendedwersationnintelligible phrase). But it
was clearly meaningful to himyrintelligible phrase). Were you involved in that?

DN: Not in that project. | was involved in anotloere dealing with the courts with Frank.

SL: Anyway, my impression is that he was lonely Bocked a lot, and | can remember he was
sick and George and | went to see him in Kennebkiskpebunk Beach. And | can remember
Jane saying, “Boy, it's a good thing you guys cahees been depressed and dragging around
and (nintelligible phrase).” But | think he never, ever felt as good attergot to be secretary

of state as he had duringn{ntelligible word). And I think serving on the Tower Commission,
and the Cambodian thing, | think those were impurthings for him to keep up, and even the
legal aid thing. Or, | can remember on the boditth®, remember the early days when he was
appointing board members. Not, and I'm not suzedr told you this, but do you remember
(unintelligible phrase) the superintendent of schoolsaife), Macher?

DN: Yes.

SL: Youremember Macher? He was the first guy eter talked to me about a Muskie
Institute, and he didn’t last longriintelligible phrase) he died.

DN: He, Bob Woodbury, who was then president of U8bught him to head up the Public
Policy and Management program that became the Musktitute, and now the school. And
Mark was probably ill when he came and rapidly motre and more -

SL: Yeah, yeah, he had been an Auburn superintédsohools, which is where | first met
him. Didn’t know him well, but | remember doingath What year, when would that have been?

DN: That was 1981.



SL: Wasit? And when did the Muskie School actustart?

DN: Well it started, Ed, that would have been ‘79;'8nd it started I think in, the Public
Policy and Management program started in ‘81.

SL: Well, soit’s twenty years old now. Anywaysitimy, | can remember the last time | saw
Ed Muskie was Bill Cohen’augintelligible phrase). And Jane called a day or so before and
said, “You're going down to Bill Cohen’s?” | saygah, (nintelligible phrase). So the four of
us (Unintelligible phrase). He invited a lot of people to the ceremony amthe reception, and
invited a lot of other people just to the receptidie Muskie’s were invited just to the
reception, we got invited, | don’t think he had adga who he was inviting, or whether it was
his staff who was inviting or what. But we went tf dinner in that same placen{ntelligible
phrase). But it really was, he was relaxed, it was tlestlzonversation he ever had with
Candace.

At my wedding @nintelligible phrase), Muskie was there andrfintelligible phrase). And as
(unintelligible phrase) somebody said to me, show me Ed Muskie, he s8gd. went with him
and | said, how about telling the group the twaistoyou told, that we’ve all heard eight million
times about the guy with the car from Maine, aedn’t remember what the other story we’d all
heard eight million times.

DN: The one | think of most of all is his opener, fiathink he had two openers for speeches,
one was the cow said to the farmer on a cold mgrrimank you for the warm hand, or, | feel
like a mosquito at a nudist colony, | don’t knowewé to begin.

SL: It was neither of those -
DN: Neither of those.

SL: But anyway, so | said, would you do that? BEgss“Oh sure, I'd be glad to.” So he got
up, he really forgot that this was a wedding cedébn, and got into talking, into philosophizing
a little bit. It ended up, it was almost a pokfispeech. Meanwhile, he also made some
reference, he says, “I don’t know about young Sdregh Candace, | don’t know if she’s a fortune
hunter or---“ But | think clearly he thought he sMaeing funny. But, oh, she was mad as hell.
(Unintelligible phrase), but | thought that wasn’t a very smatrt thing kbuskie to say. But |

think Jane finally caught his eye and said, “Yoownit's time for you to sit down.”

But | think in many ways, the times | saw him atergot out of office, later on, were relaxed
and where he was reminiscing a lot about, andyrgad would really say, he wouldn’t say that
he wasn't sorry he didn’t get to be president,hmitvould go out of his way to say what a good
life he’d had and how he didn’t blame anybody kuotdelf, whatever he didn’t achieve. And |
can remember once, he says, the reason | wasueefdfinintelligible phrase) in a conversation,
and I'm thinking to myselfynintelligible phrase), it was clear he was thinking in terms of, you
know, Iran and that. But | think clearly he missesimendouslyuynintelligible phrase). And |
really do get the impression that most politiciasts;e they're in it, they want to hang on to it



for, | guess it's so satisfying. But listen, hetaely enriched my life in terms of what he taught
me.

DN: What did he teach you?

SL: Well, 'm not sure. | think it was just in tes of what he taught me, although he taught
me you got to consider both sides of every questitratever it is. And as emotional as he
could be, he was calm and rational when it canan#dyzing political gnintelligible phrase),

and | was always impressed with that. To me, bee&e opened so many doors that, because |
was always interested in government, and havingdsm good friend opened, gave me a
perspective | wouldn’'t have had, and then | goblwed with George through Muskie. And so a
significant part of my life has been having thdigbto enjoy seeing government in a way |
wouldn’t have seen it if | hadn’t known him welNow, what other things he taught me, you
know, I've never thought about that. But | cerbamvould find, well on a day-to-day basis first
of all, | learned about whatever issues were gomgn a way that | wouldn’t have done just by
(unintelligible phrase). But it was, his acquaintanceship and friendstag really meaningful
and enriching in my lifeunintelligible phrase).

DN: You've mentioned his concerns in his later ydargroviding for Jane Muskie. How did
he interact with his family through that whole perithat you knew him?

SL: With his family, going back over the -
DN: Yeah, over the years, as you watched him wghkhls growing up, with his wife.

SL: Well, first with his own family, | remember g with him once to visit his sister, the one
who worked with Doctor Stuart Cohen in Lewistordidn’t even know she existed until he said,
| want to stop in and see my sister. And | metdnather, Gene? Eugene? Somewhere, | can’t
remember where. | never had the impression absedlelationship with the siblings. But the
mother and father | think were different, but tigisgs | never had the impression of a
closeness. With his own kids, well, we all liveahgh the periods, | always had the feeling the
kids felt deprived of parental attentiorlJnintelligible phrase) as much as the Muskies did. |
guess | had the feeling thain{ntelligible phrase), none of them ever got quite the attention, this
is my feeling, that they felt they never got atiemt

There were times in his relationship, | don’t kndwpn’t know what gnintelligible phrase). |
can't really say | hadufintelligible phrase). And he and Janeufintelligible phrase). |1 tried to
(unintelligible phrase), and we were going to Hathaway’s, there was samayst have been a
political event, they were going to Hathaway’s hmuswas Ed and Janeinfntelligible phrase)
Gene Wyman was there somehow. And | went with Muskhis car and | sat next to him, and
Jane and Gene Wyman were in the back. And Jariedsta (nintelligible word), watch the

road, watch the red light, and oh, he blew hiskstand she said, instead of talking to Shep and
looking at him, look at the, “I'll talk to Shep amgypddamn time | want.” It was just one of these
typical hollering at youunintelligible phrase). And yet, you had the feeling that with all said
and done, there was a lot of love between thenis Was just the way he was. She knew how to
get his goat, and she knew how to get out of it.



But the other thing, he was a stickler for accuyadyile Jane’s personality was one where she
would yield a little bit and he would take her &sk for that. Wellynintelligible word) say that,
he never said that. You know, that kind of a thidgd the other thing, she would bail him out.
| can remember being with him once, he had baeimtglligible phrase) at my invitation, and
somehow Jane was there. So the three of us wergit@ome, | can’t remember just who it
was, and some guy came up and he says, “I betgoti@member who | am.” And he blew his
stack, he says, he was running for president ktldnvice president, and he says, “I meet
thousand people every day, how am | expected temdrar every---“ He really blew it. Jane
put her arm around the guy and says, “Of courseeB@mbers who you are,” and, but she
pacified the guy.

He was much more honest in terms of telling yondghiwhether they were good or bad, while
Jane was much more discreet in saying what shetméd#rnnk he cared a lot about is kids. |
remember his calling them, he was running femgthy unintelligible phrase). | think Ed was
always helping his kids. I'm sure you rememberhakping, who owned the bank, Joe Albright,
Alberton?

DN: Alberton.

SL: Alberton, I can remember his helpingpifitelligible word), he had a jobupintelligible
phrase). And I think he always put himself out to heig kids in that way. But | think that
being a child in a family with someone as impor@nMuskie is hard. For the kids.
(Unintelligible phrase).

DN: You mentioned Dick McMahon and you had talkedieaabout Dick Dubord and
mentioned Charlie Lander. What was Ed’s relatigmshith Charlie Lander, for example?

SL: |think he liked Charlie a lot. He got invotvavith him because Charlie worked for the
telephone company, and the telephone company wwaldde transportation. And at some
point Muskie decided this wasn’t a good idea beedusmember Charlie Lander, Muskie and |
went to Brunswick. And we stopped in to seanfe), who was then teaching at Bowdoin, then
we went across the street and we ate at the Staued-d So Charlie had the car, the telephone
company car, and he picked up the check. Andd teahim, | says, “Ed, who really paid for
that meal?” He says, “I don’'t knowyr{intelligible phrase), | don’t know and | don’t want to
know.” And I'm sure at that point the telephonengany was picking up the bill. But soon
after that, | think he stopped using them, he stddptting Charlie, he stopped letting the
telephone company.

But Charlie was always ready to be at his beckaatidand they played golf together. And |
think Charlie was a friend as well as a person wbald do things for him. You know, in some
ways | was probably in the same category, | wolléags lend him a car, let him stay at the
house all the time. But I think in both those sasehink (nintelligible phrase), that if Ed

didn’t like you and feel comfortable with you, idd’t matter what you did, he wouldn’t endure
this. And | think he needed someone who to him masthreatening. | think Charlie fit that
role. But I think there was genuine love, you knbwas talking to him when Charlie died, he



couldn’t go, Ed couldn’t go to his funeral, he wesving an operation -
DN: That was just before he died.

SL: And I remember how badly he felt, he was cglidlice and saying thaufintelligible
phrase). So I think that clearly there was the, the empt-employee aspect, however you want
to phrase it, but | think there was also genuive lpnintelligible phrase). Charlie was a friend
as well as a person that did things for him.

DN: Did you know Dick McMahon?

SL: Oh yeah, knew him well, knew him wellUrfintelligible phrase) all the time. But he was,
McMahon was the funniestifintelligible phrase). Well first of all he was, he looked like the
stereotypical Irish pol, short, fat, with a ciganang out of his mouth. But he was very smart
and very shrewd, and again | felt that Muskie likét a tremendous amount. | can remember
being in Muskie’s office in Washington, somebodsealvas there, | can’t remember, and the
says there’s a phone call from Dick McMahon. Scskie says, he says, “We got to take this
call and see what Dick is.” It was clear he was@us to talk to him.

| think that Muskie missed having a lot of closierfids that he felt he could talk freely with. 1
can remember him saying to me one day, you knowodaalk to Tom, and stuff like that. And
there wasynintelligible phrase) and Delahanty always missed the personal sigeldgfcs when
he became a judge because he probably couldn'tdakybody, he couldn’t talk to the lawyers
about that. So if I was in the Androscoggin coumtyiding and he saw me, he’d close the door,
what’s going on. He missed all of that in his esreAnd | think the way, Muskie probably felt
most people were after him because they wantedthomgeand that he probably didn’t have a
lot of people that he could just let his hair dowith, that’s the impression | had. But clearly
McMahon and Dubord, | think they were the two otfiends of his @nintelligible phrase).

DN: How did Dick McMahon and Dick Dubord differ if -

SL: Well, Dubord was much slicker, came acrossediebeducated as a lawyer, but wonderful
sense of humor, absolutely, both of these guysahgabd sense, Dubord was cleverer | think, at
least as far asufintelligible word) goes. | can remember meeting Dubord at Sugaile#s

going up the lift and he was walking like that, atdrts to yell, “Chicago, remember Chicago,”
or something that harked back tmiftelligible phrase). And | can remember, you probably
remember this, that there was a donkey story, thasea story that Frank would tell on the
podium.

DN: Ohyes.

SL: And I can’'t remember the animal, it seems is\@alonkey, but that kept us going for two
years (nintelligible phrase). But those were the friends that, well the offnieind, Larry Butler.
But Butler was, but really, the relationship Itf@ith McMahon and Dubord were as close as
any that | was aware ofurfintelligible phrase). But anyway, these were clearly relationships
that he valued and felt very comfortable with. Ahdy both were very talentednintelligible



word). (Unintelligible phrase).
DN: Dick McMahon and Tom Delahanty, and Sumner Pike.
SL: (Unintelligible phrase). But these are all on the -

DN: The (nintelligible word) together, that's a powerful combination. Anyaetthings that
you’'d like to -?

SL: No, I think you've done a pretty good job otéing to some memories. | think the
period after being secretary of state was probalgigwn period for him, in terms of, how he felt
about (nintelligible phrase).

DN: But you've also observed that during that pehedgseemed more relaxed in some ways.

SL: Hedid, he did, yeah. There was much lessdenand | can remember once, somehow
we got talking about Lewiston and Auburn andiftelligible phrase) to Portland. | said, you
know, Ed, there’s not much to do in Lewiston on adiesday night, and he said, or any other
night for that matter. | says, you wouldn’'t hawagdsthat when you were there, he says, you're
right, | wouldn’t. So in that sense, he wasn’tmiing any more, he didn’t have to be quite as
careful about what he said. And he loved to tdlidi Wheeler stories. You remember Milt
Wheeler.

DN: Yes, tell us about Milt.

SL:  Well, Milt was a big, heavy guy, who was apmdirea good athlete. And he, he and my
friends from (nintelligible phrase) were both big athletes there. But Muskie wasrtelligible
phrase). And Milt was his deputy | think when Muskie w@®S, and | can remember he tried to
appoint Milton, as governor, tried to appoint Mdt a municipal court judgeuintelligible

word). And they couldn’t get it by the council becal4iét was, he was a gambler and he did a
bunch of things like that that a politician woultlwant to associate with himself. But Muskie
had a sense of loyalty, and he would defend hird, $ey, well tell me what Milt has done
wrong, just tell me what, because we all thoughivae crazy to do that.Ugintelligible

phrase). But Milt was a jovial, fun guy.

| can remember the Patriotsin{ntelligible phrase), the marathon when, Frankie Tarr who’s my
cousin and Al Lessard and Milt were there togethfnd about seven o’clock in the evening,
because the marathon ended by about four, sevitkin the evening the, some hotel. The
bar is crowded, Milt wraps a towel around himselkes his pants off, he’s got his underwear on
and his t-shirt, and he comes running in sayingckvivay did they go, which way did they go.
This was a typical Milt@nintelligible word), he was fun, he was a joker and he was funnyt. Bu
Muskie liked him very much and, really went outaohmb trying to get him that judgeship. I'm
sure Milt really wanted it, but he couldn’t getlitne. There were people like that, | guess we’'ve
covered all the ones | can -

DN: Thank you very much, Shep.



SL: Don, it was a good talk.

End of Interview
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