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Transcript

Jeremy Robitaille: We are here at the home of Jacqueline Bouchientee at 6 Tucker Street
in Lewiston, Maine. The date is June 25th, 20030 PM approximately. And we're
interviewing Jackie Letendre and interviewing isedey Robitaille. All right, for the record
would you please state and spell your full name?

Jacqueline Letendre: Okay, both my first and last name?

JR: Yes please.

JL: Okay. My first name is Jacqueline which is J-AQaJ-E-L-I-N-E, and my last name is
Letendre, which | do not Anglicize. It's L-E-T-E-DFR-E.

JR: Thank you very much.
JL: 1do not believe in mispronouncing your own radeliberately, it goes against my beliefs.

JR: Yeah, | try to keep my name the same way. QOkaw when is your date and place of
birth?

JL: Oh, now you're getting personal.

JR:  I'm sorry.



JL: No, no, that's all right. | was born here mwiston, and so was my mother by the way,
and my dad was only five years old when he moved fiem Canada. | was born on October
21st, 1923.

JR: And what were your parents' namasiiitelligible phrase)?

JL: My father was Jean Charles Boucher, B-O-U-C-R;Eand my mother was Carmel
Grenier Boucher.

JR: And could you spell her -?

JL: Her maiden name? G-R-E-N-I-E-R.

JR: Ah, thank you very much. And so you say youthmowas born in Lewiston?
JL: Yes, she was.

JR: And what part of Canada did your father did ednom?

JL: Province of Quebec, county of Kamouraska abality miles from Quebec.

JR: Okay, and he came here when he was five, s@zipmpately what year was that when he
came?

JL: He came here in 1900. My father was born 8]'¢% but obviously he hadn’t had his birth
paper. He came here in April 1900. My grandmottaat become widowed and she still had
several young children. Obviously my father waly dive. And there was one younger brother
who | would assume was three, so she had youndrehil She had also grown children, which
did help, and they had friends over here in Lewisto

JR: Oh, okay, and so they came to be with thoseadis?

JL: Family, and also so that the older children \tdae able to, you know, would help earn a
living. There was more employment here.

JR: Okay, and so did they end up working in thds1il

JL: Notto my knowledge. | know | had one uncleovdtiarted a small candy store, general
store, sort of, in the corner of Lincoln and Cedatually. And the others, of course one of
them, well, they had to be, later went into theseer. Yes, and the others, | don't remember.

His sisters stayed with us, like two, two girlsptaisters, stayed with us which was then a
cultural thing. Unmarried ladies stayed with a neal brother; they did not take an apartment
on their own. However, and people's opinion. Be of these aunts always lived with us since
1920. My lord, she died I think in '67 or '68 aaldiays lived with us.



JR:  Wow, okay.

JL: She was employed. She was really an expemsesass, which she had learned from the
nuns in Canada.

JR: Okay, and how many siblings did you have?

JL: | had ten siblings, I'm the second oldest, rohes lived. Two twins died almost at birth,
they were premature. Never left the hospital. Andther little boy was four months old, died of
meningitis. The others, the eight of us still Bwang. No, the oldest girl, my one older sibling
died five years ago. The rest of us, and sevdnas are still in this area.

JR: Really? Okay. And what did your parents do?

JL: My father was a general contractor, besidesdomi politics, all of his life that | can
remember. He built every house on this street,gbsut every house on Bradford Street that
you see, then Pearly Street, oh, and what's, Shtie#t. This was sort of his little domain. And
he was still working in '65 when he died very sudge In fact, he was taking his crew to work
that morning and didn't, he died at six in the nmogrof a, obviously a fatal heart attack. You
see, there's still all this land across the stheadwned. | now own it, but that he was going to
build properties. He was in the process, this Wwaddst street. In fact, the two houses on this
street, the two end houses were not quite completedYeah, the crew finished this, they were
almost done. And he also built filling stationdptof them throughout the state. Well, maybe a
fifty-mile radius of this area. And he built Sagrdeart Church in Auburn. That was his pride
and joy, to build a church.

JR: How about your mother, what did she do?

JL: Oh, my mother had eight children, my mother way busy, she was employed full time
and overtime.

JR: limagine. Did she get, at all get involvediie community at all?

JL: Yes, because my father besides being a pefas,very, very much of a family man. And
it was very important to him that his wife take taarjust about all the functions. She not only
attended social functions, which would be easy ghoBut oh, at least once a week went up to
the legislature with him and sat in on the sessiand became quite knowledgeable really as to
the workings of state government.

JR: Okay, do you remember any story that she ntighke told about her days up there, like
any issues that she really felt ardent about maybe?

JL: Idon't seem to recall any.

JR: Okay, let's kind of talk about your fatherttédi bit. Well can you tell me what post did he



serve under, like what positions did he hold?

JL: Well, first he started, he was Alderman | thiakfour years, or was it six, here in the city.
Then he ran for the house, and was in the housetbing like four years, and then in the senate
where he served like for twenty-two years. He wstdkin office when he died, and was

planning to run again this [that] June, althougwas obviously getting older, sixty-five, had
been hard working. Because he was also involvédhimk every civic organization in the city,
felt very strongly things. Felt very strongly abtig ethnicity, being a Franco-American and
trying to bring up the educational, social, businstmtus. Also intellectual: arts, sciences of his
group. And forever, you knowes, we can do better. So he was really, in factouaded some

of the societies in this area.

JR: Like what?

JL: He had been involved since, well a co-founterwas the first president of the Richelieu
Club. 1 would say, this was, obviously there atteeo groups of Richelieu in other cities so that
was not his own idea, but he was the first presid&he Credit Union at Holy Family, he did
not start, but he was the president and was Vieeyyéry first president, was very involved for a
number of years. Father [Jean Marc] Mongeon had kiee initial, instigator's not the right
word, it carries a bad connotation. But promatee,soul if you will, behind the whole thing.
But, there were others, too, religious organizaiba was heavily-.

He also, when he was younger | can remember he likdo theater, what have you, was in
plays.

JR: Really?

JL: Ohyeah, then I'd make him rehearse his roiéewiplayed whoever on the script needed
f[o be so he could learn his lines. He'd say, “ComeJackie, let's do this.” | was delighted to do
It.

JR: Great. Didn't he also serve as Mayor of Lewi8t

JL: Yes, he was mayor in '43 and '44, he servetivioryears.

JR: Okay, was that before he ran for the House?

JL: No. He was already in the Senate at the time.

JR: Oh, okay. So did he serve both as Lewistondviayd in the Senate?

JL: Yes, yes.

JR: Oh, concurrently, okay. | didn’t know that.

JL: Which is obviously possible to do both.



JR: Right, right, okay. Now, do you remember atories that he may have had about his
time, like for example, first as Lewiston Mayor aado in the Maine House and State Senate?

JL: (Unintelligible phrase), probably if one of my siblings, you know, stiratdd my mind,

said oh yeah, | remember that, that things liké. tidne of the things | remember, it's not a
(unintelligible phrase) directly to this, but we were strictly forbiddérwe answered the phone

to talk to any reporter, you know. You know, besmthey would try sort of to pump you to
learn . ... And I think one of my big thrills w&nowing what tomorrow's headlines would be
sometimes because of political meetings takingeplathe parlor of our house. And sometimes
things | wasn't supposed to know and hear, wasaagapto be in bed but I'd be sitting on the top
step, you know, the bedrooms were on the second, #md listening because | was just so
fascinated.

JR: Do you remember some of the people who came?olzéke some of the other people he
worked with, for some of those meetings?

JL: This was at that point that was mostly locdits, you know. There would be, | don't
know all the local politicians at the time, wholllknew by names. Louis Jalbert for one, “Mr.
Democrat” they used to call. Oh, Louis | knew gmeasonal basis, | knew very well, yeah. But
some of the others were more, you know, “helloffstBut Louis | knew well. Philrfame),

Louis Phillip Gagne, both of these gentlemen lasrame mayor, at different times obviously.
Those, these people | knew very well, becausedngeld to some cultural Franco-American
groups with some of these people. They were adtivs were all very active so | got to know
them personally.

The others . ... And later on, you know, whemias not in local politics, like Jim Longley,
commissioner for support, and Robert Couturier,ngmur, so you know, just money to support
them, this would help them, you could mention thatme of the others right now | don't know.

| also remember, which is not, well, it does inv@politics, people coming to my father for help.
We were like a social agency. Honestly, you knbmean they're, “So | need that, | don't have
this.” And my father would every time, nobody wased down. He would try to really, really
help them. Do, you know, make calls, try to geinth you know, to the help they needed
whether it was milk for the baby or. | can rememisee snowstorm this woman was going to
deliver and said my driveway is so blocked, thg sdys they can't do it. And, you know, so,
but, and I, you know, her husband said she neegsttthere. My father got a city plow out
there. And, you know, things that were on a m@esgnal basis. And | became a social worker
and some days he'd be dead tired after a day df, Wersays, “Jackie, can you handle this one.”

JR: Great. How would you describe his relationshigh Louis Jalbert?

JL: Friendly. They had their disagreements, tHat'sure. Because both were very strong
willed and very strong characters and, you know.d@duthe whole they cooperated and you
could pretty much get Louis to help and not to bbehsa hothead sometimes. And so, you know,
sort of calm down. He was also very involved. isciad an older brother, Fern, who was



handicapped by polio but, you know, did get a vegyy sharp mind, very fair minded, and a
more evenly tempered person. Who also, but he eallyran influence in pol-, you know, was
not in the forefront of politics, not at all, bubw/really a very instrumental person in, you know,
forging city politics.

JR: And so, he served with Jalbert for a while threthe house.

JL: Pardon me?

JR: He served with Jalbert for a while then in Heuse and Senate.

JL: Idon't know if they were both in the Housdhat same time. | am not sure. But certainly
my father was in the Senate so they could coopéedtteeen what the Senate and the House was
doing.

JR: Did you have a sense of, sort of, I'd say, iikthe late forties and early fifties, of how it
was that he was. Because he was a Democrat, bvasig/ou know, one of the few Democrats
at the time (nintelligible phrase).

JL: At one point he was the only Democrat in thede. He was the whole minority party.
And he'd been there a long time then, and he wildikesl, and he did some, get some bills
through. Obviously calls for a lot of cooperatioom the others because naturally being the
only one there. But, you know, no world-shakingp¢ghno doubt but, you know, he did get some
bills through. And then up to a point he, I'm suteere was this little joke going around that
when Senator Boucher wants a caucus of the Denmé&aitty he just goes into a corner and . . .
JR: Or a phone booth, right?

JL: And has his little conference and then he @aanecback.

JR: Yeah, I've heard that one a lot, “a caucusph@ne booth.” Yeah, definitely.

JL: Yes, yes.

JR: Do you know if he was at all involved with thew, the Lewiston city charter in 1939?
JL: Ohyesindeed he was.

JR: Tell me about that.

JL: That was hot and furious. | can't, | was yoahthe time and | don't really know all the
issues involved, but yes, he was very much, heanasy active proponent of the charter. And |
think maybe this is when he decided to run in ¥ know, working on all this and what have

you. And after the charter went through it wasj kaow, now | want to do something in this
new government. He brought back, | don't knowytba&r, brought back home rule to Lewiston.



This is one of the rules, and that had to go thinaihg legislature.
JR:  What's the term?

JL: Home rule they called it. If | remember, tisague and | may not have my facts all
straight. | think the police department had gottea a lot of hot water so the over- all direction
| guess was under the state. And it wanted homeeback, this is where it belongs and “we've
cleaned up our act and we want to run our own shipthat part of it. And that was successful.

JR: Okay, and your father was involved in that.

JL: He spearheaded that movement; he felt verysptewith that. | remember his running
against, gnintelligible phrase), the first time | think he ran for mayor, onela$ opponents was
Professor [Pa] Gould at Bates College. Oh, thaedaquite a controversy in the city, too.
“Bates College isn't going to tell us how to ruistbity.” It was two very underlying currents, it
belongs to the Francos, you know, anedvay. But it took, Gould had enough influence that
there was a run off election. Well, I think thevas several other candidates so the vote got so
split up.

JR: Okay, you're talking about the primary.

JL: Yes, that was the primary, yes, so then thexe avrun off between Gould and with my
dad, and that my father won hands down. With therstout of the picture, other people. But
there was a lot, especially at that time the Frgyagter was in existencee Messager, and was
very, very influential and of course they suppottéd, whole heartedly, so that was really, you
know, quite a thing at that time.

JR: Okay. Let's see, how was, what influence, ldid your father have with the social clubs
in town? Did he campaign there a lot, or, do yaueha sense of -?

JL: Oh, sure he did; that would be part of thetsli Yes, that would be part. He belonged
to many clubs, not only the social ones, he beldrigehe Elks, the Lions, some other -

JR: Rotary?

JL: Idon't know if he was a member of the Rotamgt, that | recall, which is not to say that he
was not. He also belonged tmintelligible word), insurance groups. One from Massachusetts,
Association Canada-American, | don't know whettarie familiar with it or not. He was one

of the vice presidents and would attend meetingsesiones in Manchester which is the
headquarters of the organization, and sometimgswiee in Boston, in groups, and groups in
Quebec, meetings in Quebec, Montreal, this satttiaf.

JR: Okay. And, you kind of spoke to this a litti¢, but perhaps we can elaborate a little bit
more. At that time and specifically with your fathwhat was his relationship with Bates
College? | guess it was probably like that of lgadaly a little antagonistic maybe, or -?



JL: Ireally do not know. I'm sure it was, | dostippose anybody's truly neutral, but what he
showed was pretty neutral. It's not politicallyastranyway to make enemies unless, you know,
to shoot off your mouth. And, but, well as you iamo, you don't know, you're too young, but
at that time Bates was not part of Lewiston sgak. It was that place over there behind the
hedges, you know. It did not, it just didn't bejonyou went ahead and did your own thing, and
those people in the ivory tower well, they, they stay in their ivory tower, you know. We can
run the city without them. They just, Bates Codlggst didn't belong. It was not part of the
city. But my father would never have been so faddly as to not indicate any negative.

And when | went to Bates it was okay by him. | yasll | went as a later student anyway, |
worked eleven years before | went to college. ¢ waying my own way. It was more like,
“Why do you want to do that for, stop working agdu know, all the hard working you did and
stop for four years.” “Ah, because | want to, yamow.” “Okay,” you know, he was all right.
Although it was funny because, let's see, | wersictoool and another brother, my brother Jean
Charles, Jr., went to school and who else. Mydiasiays, “What's all this, | had four children
working and now they're all back in school, in thaienties they're all back in school. | don't
know what's happening to this family.” But it wiage by him, he'd, no, never, never did he
discourage us. Actually he said that very proddt that he would give you a lot of pats and
say, that was not the style then anyway. And yawkrsay good work, well done. But he'd brag
about us to everybody else in town, which we héamth the others, your father's so proud of
you, or your father told me, you know, you madephacipal's, not the principal's list, the
dean’s list, you know, things like this and saywll...

JR: How about, like did you have a sense of hovitipally involved St. Mary's Hospital was
in those days, if at all? Like maybe in relatiorBates and maybe seen as -?

JL: Notin relation to Bates, but my father, whaginember, if the nuns needed something or
some grant or some funds from the legislature, atlyelr was the one they would approach, and
have him, you know, put it through. And generdilwas successful. Grants for, | can't think of
any specific things right now, but | do remembeaytknew him very well because he was very,
he was a very religious man, very devoted to hik fand he (nintelligible word), “Oh, I'll do

that, sure I'll do that for the good nuns.”

JR: Okay. Did you have a sense of, in his pul#iviee, specifically of like ethnic tensions,
either in Lewiston politics or up in the Maine Lsigiture?

JL: Idon't know about, yes, there was always timaiercurrent. Well, of course this went way
back when he was just a little kid going to St.ePstSchool because they, in a sense they, the
French Canadians coming in displaced the IriskchEedhnic group always generally displaces
another. In fact even the Indians were displagégdilme long ago, yes. And so, you know. The
Irish kids who went to school like St. Patrick's, ®seph’s right nearby, after school they used
to throw rocks at the French kids, you know. Jilst go back.

So, you know, he had no, there was this, no lovéhi® Irish as a group really, you know. Oh,
the Irish, here comes trouble, it was more likaml not aware that he disliked anybody
personally. Some of the people at Sue-Journal he wasn't overly friendly with, and didn't like



too much because of course floarnal was always very Republican. To this day it isyve
biased, so you know, you're not going to encouthgee Frenchmen these “frogs” some people
would say, to climb this ladder. There was, | ustind why my brother, which this is
obviously hearsay, that Muskie was a bit that vggj,to get rid of that frog.

JR: Really?

JL: You know, he was too overly influential.
JR: Referring to your father.

JL: Yes,yes.

JR: Wow.

JL: Now, somebody had to repeat this to my brotheryvouldn't have heard Muskie, this had
to be like a smaller, more intimate group obviousfou're not going to, you know, hang
yourself politically by making statements like thisout someone who's popular.

JR: Yeah, yeah. Exactly.

JL: And quite well known. Of course my father trasl enemies, too, you know, who does he
think he is...He did, oh, there’s that Frenchmantduae he thinks he's better than we are. Others
saw him more as someone who would help them, wnéctlid, you know. Well, he can help

him, or we'll ask him. You would have been amameghich, at the number of people who
would call up just before an election and ask how o vote.

JR: Really.

JL: That never ceased to amaze me, although &ntked was very young; even before | could
vote myself, because the voting age was twenty-éas, the biggest thing to being brought up
in a political family, the most important think iddon my twenty-first birthday was to go register
to vote. That's the one thing | remember. Yowkno

JR: And so did this sort of ethnic tension like exeally manifest itself, like later on in the
legislature that you know of or that you've hearfdf-?

JL: Undercurrents were there. There always se¢mbd a struggle, that's just a feeling | get,
that | am the underdog, | have to work a littleHatder to get it up there, to make my point of
view heard, you know. To be counted, to be as itapbias the next person, you know. There
was this feeling, and it was not unique to my fatbfecourse, it was unique to the Franco-
Americans, well not even that, but it was partha Eranco-American as a whole. You could see
it reading the French newspaper, you know. Weeaesy good as they say, come on, let's join
forces here and let's show them, let's show thet's show th&un-Journal, of course the

rivalry between the newspapers, let's showaireJournal that they're not, they think they're the
ones running the city. Un-unh, they're not reaMou know, always looking to go who's really



the power behind it all. And there was also tleyymuch the opinion, let's not just be
figureheads here. It's okay, you know, let's reotibduly influenced. And not by Bates College
either, because they think they have more answarswe do, you know. We're the people
living this, this is our town.

JR: Okay. Did your father have much to do with, théhink it was WAFU? Faust Couture's
radio station? The French speaking -

JL: Faust Couture? Yes.

JR: Right, right. Did he, did your father have matealings with him, like perhaps
campaigning on the radio, or -?

JL: | know he campaigned, | know he campaignedcerradio, yeah. He certainly supported
anything that was, just about anything that waséhméne supported, yeah. Yes, and he knew, he
knew a lot of the reporters, like Louis Phillip Gegwho, well, then again, they were again, they
were friends. At times political enemies when batththem ran for mayor, obviously they were
not going to, they were show the differences betwbe two obviously, you know. But on the
whole, no, they knew each other well, very welld @f course Louis Phillip was much more
influential in many ways that Mr. Couture, in theeRch paper. Mr. Couture obviously had the
funds to publish the paper, which Mr. Gagne wouldave had. But he was more influential.

JR: Okay. I'd like to kind of, you know, throughogving up, all right, sort of, partly through,
you know, being part of a political family but algst from living in Lewiston, what can you,
what sort of sense can you give me of like what,d¢%e growing up, what Lewiston and
Auburn was like socially, economically, and pokiiy? If you take, you know, each part as -

JL: Okay, growing up, well I was brought up right@nd the corner here. And you know, we
were very much, you stayed, you were Franco-Ameyi€atholic, you stayed in your own little,
it was not known as Little Canada because, tooyere, well you had to realize that when | was
born in '23 or, you know, we moved there in '2Bihk. | was, well | was five, '28, '29, and this
was, you were living out of town. It was all fislchone of this existed. It was all fields, we
were out of town, starting from East Avenue regiiy were really, | was brought up in the
“country”, would you believe? And there were noyvge were not really with all French people
as most other Franco- Americans were because w¥dnaicee neighbors in front of us, on the
side of us, Mr. Stewart lived right there, they loae child, and the other two people across they
had no children. And here we were, my parentsfather built that house when he only had
four children, you know. We were already natur&lfm that point of view a large family.

No, we kept, we didn't keep to ourselves reallyalse there was the church, church-school
which was one building just up on the hill from usnd this was, growing up this was my

world. And there were other kids not very far bp hill. This Bourque’s Market is now, that's
been there, not that builditgecause he started it, Mr. Bourque started itparaof his own

home, which he turned into a store. It was, yoovkna one-room store with a little bit of
everything, and the penny candy, that was thegmastof course. Who cares about the groceries
when you have penny candy. And everybody had gardecept us, so we always got plenty of



fresh, but, yeah, there were other kids.

But these were in, because you had as | say, Wessgust one neighbor, they were, let's see,
they were Yankee and they were Protestant, saibgitweren't, we were not taught to dislike
them, certainly not, but we, they were differeWe were not different, they were different of
course. So, you know, sort of leave them alongydmel, don't be rude, don't inter-, | mean don't
interfere, don't go into their place, you know. r8ee, be polite. So we always got along well
with the neighbors. In fact from the Perry’s mthier bought all this landirterruption), we

had huge lawns because we had no neighbors, anthisis all built up. And | remember
across my house on the corner, where that litttenass is now, we used to go pick strawberries
over there as a child.

JR: Really.

JL: As a child, sure. My mom would give us eadke k little cup and keep us busy. We were
just across the street. There was no traffic gmolds a child, you didn't go around, so no
problem with the children. As | remember we, | thime always had a car. And so, you know,
we would go out, we would, well my world extendexybnd school, and church, and home, and
a few families, French families who had venturet] aino were also living in the country, so |
had friends and school friends, and never got downtreally. | didn't get downtown probably
as such. Didn't belong to the YWCA, that was sexjust about anti-Catholic.

JR: Really?

JL: So you did not belong. And a few of us, not mieo dared or what have you were consi-,
you know, that was, “You were putting your souperil.” You know, because it was not
Catholic, it was Christian. But that wasn't goodegh because religion was defined very
narrowly in those days. So, you know, you did edthat, you did not belong to the Y, right
away that put you in a sense outside the fold. Naaiventured a bit too much, and certainly the
people of other religions, we respected them, butkept a safe distance; you stayed with your
own in other words. You stayed with your own ariiel Was good. The nuns, the school, yeah,
my mother, yeah, manage your outdoors activitMg.father as | said was very much a family
man. Sundays, sometimes Saturdays, were alwaygyaldys in summer. “Come on
everybody, let's pile up in the car and go.”

Mr. Letendre: Is the machine on?

JR: Yes, | can turn it off for a second.

Mr. Letendre: Really, just for a second.

JR: Sure thing.

JL: For my adolescence | didn’t want to go downr¢héhank you.

Mr. Letendre: | just thought-



JL: They lived in downtown in tenements, he wag\aloy.

Mr. Letendre. Would you believe when we got married | movettoare, | thought | was
moving into the country. This is back in '74, but

JL: First time he had -
Mr. Letendre: But | thought | was living in the country.
JL: First time he heard frogs croak outdoors it Wees ‘what's this, what's this strange noise?’

JR: Okay, how about economically or politically,Wiston, from your, just from growing up,
like what kind of sense you had -

JL: Well, remember | was born at the end of therBggion.
JR: This s true, right.

JL: Poor, everybody. But, didn't mind it, everypadas poor, you know. You had a whole
penny for candy? Wow, you were lucky. Every néidrget a penny from my dad, I'd stop at
Bourque’s on the way to school and buy my pieceaoidy, happy as what have you. But
everybody was, in fact a lot of the kids didn't @apenny. So, you know, | was, oh yeah, we
were always, too, because we lived in a bigger éicaibetter house. My father was a
contractor, and, you know, so oh yeah, we wereidersd wealthy.

“Oh, you don't know what it is to be poor.” | thght, | wear hand-me-downs just like you do,

even if you were the older, your family, we hadaamt who was an excellent seamstress, she
could take adult's clothes and make pretty littiesdes and what have you. We were always

well-dressed. There again, because we had a seamst the family.

And, you know, but | never had a bike. To this tldgn't know how to ride a bike. And when |
learned in my twenties, | still have the marks rarany knees. In fact the doctor says, “Why
don't you learn to ride a car instead.” Good aglvi€o, yeah, | never had a bike. But, there
again, the cultural, we had music lessons. Allohad piano lessons, yup, my mother insisted
that we were going to have some... Plenty of bowkssic lessons, what have you. The boys
would fight too, it was an age when there was veugh discrimination between boys and girls.
But we didn't mind that, so did everybody elskeyou're no different you're not going to mind
it.

JR: This is true, yeah.

JL: My brothers were allowed to drive dad's cahey all must have had appointments. Dad
said, “If you think I'm also going, like five girlsho want to share the car, three boys is

enough.” | didn't learn how to drive a car untddn pay the lessons myself, and | didn't have a
car until I could buy one. Which was, | was in thirties then, my early thirties. Because of



course, the money I'd earned the ten years | wdrkedd to go to Bates.

JR: Okay, did, your aunt was the, was a seamstrigés? Did she by any chance belong to
like a seamstress's union, or a textile workerisnih No?

JL: No. And | can remember, not distinctly, butemhthey first started taking income tax out
of her pay the end of the world had come. It wasoak not worth blah-blah-blah, all she had left
was change, you know, and on and on. This hartedanoney she couldn't even have it and
hold it, you know. So that was a hard adjustmenhé& | remember. She worked for years and
years and years at Peck’s, and then she workedmatd)\then at Murphy's, the better dress store.
She was good, she was very good. In fact, sortteeoiealthy, especially Jewish lady, in the
community, my father always got along very wellwihe Jewish people, therefnintelligible
word) was one of his favorite people. So anyway, yeall,eople would ask for her and tip

her, so she made better wages in a sense, bebayssanted a little French seamstress. Oh,
she really spoke English with an accent, but steswkianglish.

JR: That's great. Did your father have much degaliwith like unions, labor unions, like with
the mills or anything like that that you know of?

JL: Notthat I recall. Notthat | recall. If he&dt certainly was not a biggy, nothing that I'm
really aware of.

JR: Okay, what sense do you have, or did you hafveow Franco-Americans and like the
Franco-American heritage and culture like influetiee city over the years? Like, you were
definitely the majority by the time you were growiap, right?

JL: Yes, but politically we were not a majority fawvery long time. And it was so, well, by
fighting, trying to better yourself, running forfigie, encouraging other people in the area,
getting more your, your lawyers, your doctors, whicany of them were Franco-American,
involved, at least to support people in the bankinginess by then. | remember Mr. Poliquin
for one, others, Mr. Dutil, were, you know, wereproving themselves, going up the social
ladder. And then also just trying to make inroads politics... And sense an awakening if you
will, the citizenry of the community, the Francorm@ricans, to be more aware politically, get to
the polls and vote, we'll take you, you know, wedihsport you, but get there and vote. And
remember, | can remember, which is not a very petpression. Vote, you know, it's, “Vote
Democrat if you have to, hold your nose and votédu know, vote like this, Democrat because
it was, overwhelmingly Franco-Americans were Deratgr They still are, yeah, they still are.
So they, @nintelligible phrase), Mayor Wiseman, | never knew where his name chiom,

which obviously is not a French name, he was veenéh.

JR: Yeah, yeah, that's right. | think he was fih& Franco-American mayor.

JL: Was he? I'd, see, I'd forgotten that. Buivs, you know. And of course, and an
extremely well-known man of course, and very infiti@ on others. And I'm sure the influence
and through to their social group was, you knogoad place to meet a lot of people. Because
French people love clubs and, or whether they werdunintelligible word) or the snowshoe



club, I couldn't think of the word for a minute.o know, and growing up, as | say | was, |
really was not outside my own culture becausesbatmy first two years of high school, St.
Peter's was a two-year course for girls, which ttediedcours superieur, which means post-
grammar school, for two years. And this is whenak, my father was not about to expose his
sweet fragile little girls, sarcastically I'm sagijrto the public schools with the different slaints
religion you were going to hear about. We wergas thirteen, far too young to be influenced
by these, | had to be better anchored into my o8ml went to Lewiston High in my junior
year, junior and senior, so I, you know, that wiaayo But | was quiet and | was shy. Hey, or
the first time in my life | was out of my elemeiftyou will. So that was a brand new
experience. It was okay, but | didn't join groueally, | didn't join clubs, it was more like | got
to learn my way around here and not make too nfi@mypas so I'll just be another dumb
Frenchman.

JR: I'm not sure if this was true when you wera¢héut didn't, | think at least in the 1940s
didn't Lewiston High School ban French speakintheaschool? | don't know, | may have, it
may be misinformation.

JL: I'm not aware of it, oh, how | remember the Fieteacher who looked down on us. Oh,
she comes from a French, not only she, othersdndcially in a small, grammar French class,
which | didn't want to take but which | had to besa there were not enough other electives. |
had had ten years of French. This was going t@ Wwaste of my time. Which it was, but she
made us feel as if, ah, we only knew inferior FrengVell, | beg your pardon, Miss Galahan. |
mean, we learned proper French, correct FrenchaMeot, @nintelligible phrase), I, when
people say to this day | get, see a red flag wieaple say, oh, but you don't speak Parisian
French. And my answer that comes, | think | said bne person because | really get angry, |
said, “No, do you speak London English?” Hey,jus as fair. No, now | very nicely generally
bite my tongue and say, “No, we speak French hieepeople in Quebec do.” Though I think
sometimes we speak it a little worse because wearfox of English into it.

JR: Okay, and did you kind of have a sense of Hikw,sort of the changing influence of like
Franco-American heritage on like, say, like youngration as opposed to your father's
generation and the generation after you in town?

JL: Oh yes, because we became naturally more p#ré enain stream, and therefore you're
losing, yeah, sadly enough the generation afteenthrey do not speak French as much, some of
them not at all. And then what would be like onenyf grandnieces and grandnephews now, or
what would be like grandchildren, do not speak @la They know some expressions; they
understand it to some degree, bopetit peu, yes. Yes, we still speak French. Whereas,,yeah
in my home growing up, we were not allowed readlgpeak English that much. Not that it was
a hard and fast rule where you'd be punished ifspmke English, but my father would soon say,
“What's happening here, don't we speak Frenchisrhtbuse any more?” You know, straighten
up, speak your own language.

And, you know, it's a little bit hard for me thoutgthunderstand still being the underdog that the
French still feel around here very definitely. Aydu know, because my father was such a
fervent and, you know, promoted French and the ghbalture so much that it was always be



proud of what you are, you know. So I've alwaysed to be immensely proud, so when
people would say, did you feel a lot of prejudidéyself, no, no, | did not. Because | was
always very proud of what | am and if you didrkeliit it was, you were wrong, you know, and it
wasn't me. | was like, so sorry, you know. Excomeefor being French? No, | was always very
proud of it. When | first me my husband, beforemaried, he, you know, he pronounced his
name LetendreAnglicized). | says, you can pronounce it the way you wanits your name.

But I'm not going to, you know. And | got marriedFrench. It was funny, I told him, | says,
“I'm getting married in French, but you know, wiyatu do is up to you.” You know, | say, hey,
you know, it's like all the important points in rfife have been in French, this is what | am, and
this is what | want to remain and no matter. Afidravards, it certainly was, and | worked in
Boston, what have you. It was French, you know, ihanything French came up or they
needed someone to, “Oh, Jackie will do that fot ysi know. | knew my French flat. | was
instrumental in starting the -

End of Sde A
SdeB

JR:  You were saying?

JL: Okay, and even in the late sixties, St. Mawy®ld you believe | did social work, most of
my work at St. Mary's was done in French. | hads&d that much French because | had worked
for, obviously, English speaking agencies, sincgigthe common language in the area, the
whole United States as far as | know. Although spiaee I'm not sure anymore.

And, but French, | spoke French, | would say calyaihree quarters of the time on my job.
Because of course here sick people tend to be p&tle. Or some of them, too, were the
younger people, the young mothers coming from Qeiefrefrom French Canada | should say,
mostly Quebec, who were much more comfortable @néin. The minute they would hear a
French name they would, first question they woulkl me, you know, “Do you speak French?”
And | said, biensur.” And then, ah, it'll be so much easier. Notaw will it be so much
easier; she'll understand me better, she was braygine same way, she has the same religion,
she has the same values, the same ethics. FRmeauth more comfortable. And it was
obvious.

And it was easier for me to do my work than thésgar other personnel, or even Mrs.

Morrisette, Dr. Morissette's wife was not Frenaby know. She says, “How do you get to the
people so fast that they seem to confide in ydit.5ays, it's just that we have a common
culture, and that makes a big difference.” Nothjng can do about that really, you can't change
that. It's never been a handicap to me, nevematter where I've been. Whereas | hear it
around me, in fact | went to a meeting not too lagg on Franco-Americanisms and the others
say what they felt, they'd say, | never experiertbatireally. And I think it had a lot to do with
the family you're brought in, you're brought up ihyou're made to be proud of what you are,
then you are. 1 think.

JR: Growing up, did you have a sense of a kincenéton between Lewiston and Auburn?



Like what sort of -?
JL: Rivalry.
JR: Yeah.

JL: Yes, there were. But it was, to many it wae fun rivalry. EL was, | mean LHS was
better than Edward Littlebviously, well naturally. And you always had to beat thamd if

you didn't it was, but wait until next time. Webr top, you know, huh, so you happened to win
that, it's no biggie. No, we'll show you next timéou know, but to me it was, at least to me it
was a friendly rivalry. No bitterness, no, you &nd'll get you, or no viciousness to it.

JR: Did it manifest itself politically at all, sapaybe with your fathewugintelligible phrase)?

JL: Not that | am aware of. Although Lewiston akuburn were two definitely distinct
communities and not, there was not L and A togetitech is being promoted very much
nowadays. Which is probably, at least economicatiyld be for the benefit of both. But, no,
that was, you know, Auburn's on the other sidéhefrtver, we're on this side, let's each mind our
own business, and we'll be fine.

JR: Okay, and so you said after high school youkedrfor quite a time before -
JL: No, after high school, yes, yes, | was thinkiofjege. So yes, | worked eleven years, yes.

JR: Okay, what did you dd®2: | was a secretary for the State of Maine, awds assigned,

| took a state test. When you got out of high sthwhat do you do? You get a job. | had taken,
| hadn't taken college courses because being tmmdeldest of eight, although our family was
better off than a lot of them, we still were notaltby and | have six younger brothers and
sisters, the thing was when you're through higlostiou go to work. My skills were typing

and shorthand and bookkeeping, which I did not likdid very well in bookkeeping but | did

not enjoy it. So | took the state test for ty@iatl clerk and stenographer and passed it, was
assigned to Health and Welfare.

| had no idea what social work was, didn't evervkmdnat the word meant except be a social
person. What do social workers do? | don't knowt IBvas assigned and fell in love with it
really, and because there again | was one of théffeot the only at the time, no, maybe there
was another, young eighteen year old in there wloes French fluently. The social workers
would take me out in the field with them becausaeiimes they did not understand their
clients. So | would interpret. That's really wHdrecame to know, too, what loneliness, real
poverty, which | had never experienced, is likdne3e sad old people. | vowed to myself that
would never happen to me. You know, no way, | g@isg to start saving from my first penny,
which | did.

You know, so, and pretty soon | was taking overitierviews, | would ask the social workers,
can | write the report for you, you know. Of caeirthey let me. Of course they would review
it, but first, so | was really, so they kept saymgthe questions | would ask, “Jackie, you should



go to college.” Ah, | was busy, | was earning mgravas dating, | was having a good time,
life was good. It's okay, you know, | believedtirbut it's okay. But then, God, | had gotten all
the promotions | could without going to August&img a job in Augusta which was offered to
me, as secretary of the head of the departmenlinBs&mith, who was a Bates grad by the way.
And, you know, but no, | didn't want to go to Astg, commute or live up there, nah. | had all
my friends here, my organizations, my musical ggpughat have you. So | decided why don't
you go to college.

| called up Bates, | had no background for it. Alney said, if you pass, this was June, |
remember, if you pass the college entrance exantgowcome this fall because you do not need
a dorm room, which | didn't want either. Forgetlididn't have the money, | wouldn't have had
the money anyway. | had saved money but remerhb&tted working at fifteen dollars a
week. Although expenses were very low, you dosaot a whole lot of money. But, you know,
so fine, | passed the college entrance exam, haidag | ever done in my life, by the way,
because | had no, after eleven years and | hadckgbound for it, you know. | didn't have, |
was excused from math because | had never hadandthad had arithmetic, but not math.
Although they made me take it, and they said, “Wi'tdexpect you to pass it, that's okay, but
take it.” Thank God for French and English. Tieyl French, because that's how, actually
that's how | passed the college entrance, becals&ays was very good in languages. And
anyway, so | went in September with fear and trafpich, stopped working one Friday and the
next Monday | was in bobby sox and skirts and seread went to school. Went for four years,
decided I really still didn't know how to do socvebrk. | could sense the need but | didn't know
how to help people really, the questions to asky tmget into it.

So then | applied to several colleges for a scBblpr Then | didn't have the money; | still had a
little bit but not a whole lot. | applied to caodles for a scholarship. One of them was Bryn
Mawr, | got a scholarship from Bryn Mawr, much tg surprise, | was shocked. And | thought,
oh dear, you know, here's a hick little girl gobegBryn Mawr, so | went to Bryn Mawr. Did
very well, came out on top of the class, | didedlize how well Bates had taught me. Some of
the stuff in the books they were making us, welyrhed that at Bates, you know, like that extra
thing, it looks as if I'd done a lot of researcld ariting, which was not wrong because | already
possessed that knowledge. It's just a matterttihgdat on paper, because | had learned it at
Bates.

But transferred to Boston because | didn't redlly the Philadelphia area, and | wanted to be in
Boston where |, where in the back of my mind | plad to stay and work anyway. So that
would give me an in with other agencies, so my sdgeaar was as Simmons, | got my master's
from Simmons.

And | did stay in Boston and did international atimp with Boston's Children Services. | loved
that, | adored it, it was fun. Not only workingtivipeople from other countries, French came in
very handy on that, but | had a lot of Chinesentie Then | needed an interpreter. Got very
fond of the Chinese, got very, got along very wath people because | like other cultures.
Went to their movies, ate in their homes, realyny to get some, to get... Then my father died
very suddenly at this business, which during thereer, and during the school year back in
college | used to help him with the secretariat pit. And a little bit more, pricing things for



him, calling up different places. So, yeah, solibhsiness was going to be closed up. | had a
younger brother, but he was too young, workingtphut he was still, still was not
knowledgeable enough about the business. And tbhenmy mother couldn't have been left
alone. Not so much physically. My father had alsvaeery protected her, she didn't drive, she
didn't know how to handle a checkbook, she, theas siill two teenage kids in the house, which
scared her to death not to have dad there. Soé temme.

JR: And about what year was that?

JL: Oh, it was 1960, my father died in 1960, MaGth That was 1960. So | came home and
then again went to work with the state. | alsokedrfor what is now Chile and Family
Services, which was then called the Catholic Buregtarted social service department at St.
Mary's along with Mrs. Morissette. So the wholmgs been fun, went from one thing to
another, then finally came back to this state aotked in child substitute care until | retired in
'‘84. Been a long time already.

JR: If we could backtrack a bit to your time at &gtwhen you, so you attended probably -
JL: Fifty-two to fifty-six.

JR: Fifty-two to fifty-six. And at the time you we attending, were there a lot of local
students at that time? People from around thewheavere going, or, do you know?

JL: Between both boys and girls? Oh, fifteen maybe
JR: Fifteen?

JL: Yeah, they were now, I'm trying, well, no, mfogou put the whole four years together
maybe. We had what they called the town girl'swpbwas a townie, the town girl's room. The
boys, | don't know if they had a special, which wasouple of rooms with lockers and, you
know, you could leave your things and also sitdadome studying there if you wanted to, or a
place to meet and so you'd be out of the cold betvetasses or what have you. Gee, well we
may be like twenty girls. In my own class, '56 yina we were six or eight. If you multiply that
by four, and of course the more advanced, thelgaya about, four times eight, thirty-two that
would make it maybe twenty-five, because you haug yiropouts. It was twenty-five, twenty-
eight, yeah. This was on a quota system anyway.

JR: Really?

JL: Always, well | shouldn't say always has beetoi't know if they are. Well, they don't,
you know, so many from hometown, so many from Maihguess also from what | hear a
certain percentage of Jewish people, so many,cctdikm foreigners. You know what | mean,
from other countries, from other countries. Yeakre was sort of, because they were trying,
and so many of the ratio of boys to girls also wéactor, yeah. Yeah, so it was trying to get a
balanced student population. What they do nownatcknow. How they work that | do not
know.



JR: Right, yeah, I'm not sure either.
JL: But at the time in the fifties that's the wawas being done.
JR: Okay, and at Bates, what like professors ahjests were influential to you?

JL: Oh, sociology, psychology. Of course | tookg®f those. | took French courses for the
sheer pleasure of it, and for the literature, @ literature part of it on which | was, you know,
somewhat lacking. Besides, as | say, it was sangetitould sit back and relax and enjoy from
the other courses, which you always feel you hthay; give you too much to do. | didn't join
that many groups. | joined Chorale, I've alwaysrbmto chorale work and into music. But the
other, transportation's a problem, rehearsalsghit nilt was getting unsafe really to walk. | only
live a mile from the college, as you know. So, ¥oow, it was unsafe at times, so | wasn't in
the Chorale very long.

| really, | was working part time also, becauseabvinterested in picking up a little of the
money, | was very, of course | worked summers, koo, | was very, | certainly didn't want to
run out of money. | wouldn't have asked my folsrhoney for the world. | was much too
proud to do that. You want money, you earn it.

JR: And so, were you involved in the community vehylou were at Bates?

JL: Well, I still had my church, my friends. Yedlpined chorales, | was involved in
chorales, mostly church chorales. No, also tian€) which was a French cultural group, again
with a chorale but also social activities. Andrthiee mixed chorale at St. Peter's. Yeah, I'll say
you could, you could meet boys, you know. Defilgiienportant.

| mean my, of course my classmates were all youtigar I. Well, not all, but nine tenths if not
better than nine tenths really. We were just athdrof older students, although they were
there. That's where | met Ben [Letendre]. Hagsteyears younger than | am. And so, yeah, |
met him at school but we didn't marry until '74,npamany, many years later. | always tell
people when they ask me, how come, | say, “Welgri't make hasty decisions.” Like, it takes
me sixteen years to make one. Well, that's a wepprtant one.

JR: Okay, how were, by the time you had gotten &eB, how were like the relations between
Bates and Lewiston? Had they gotten better froranylgou know, from your, yeah, they were
still pretty strained?

JL: Yeah, | was, you see, I'd been in the workimglavfor all these long, been, met and
became friends with a lot of people in the offioel ahe agency, social workers. Just about, |
don't think any of them spoke French, come to tlohit. And as | had really been exposed to
other groups, of course | was the eighteen yearadlot of them it's as if | had been their teenage
daughter. | always say they really helped to bnmgup, or to socialize me would be better.
Because socialization | get at home and in my owtue was very much ethnic related. So,
you know, they helped me to blossom if you willyéach out. They were very good, they were



very, very helpful. They liked me. | was a styléi French girl, you know, and they want to
Americanize | suppose, maybe, from their pointiefw | don't know. But anyways, so that
was very helpful. And of course, as | say, gom@ates | always could call it the biggest favor
| ever did myself in my whole life.

It completely turned my life around of course, ymow. It opened doors, it opened my mind to
so many things that | didn't even know were th¥ know, it was likewow, you know, this is
like as | finally, I'd already begun to come ounoy limited world, which was very nice, |
thought, well I'd still do it, but then, you know's not enough, let's face it. And to actuallyriwo
that Bates really completed it, yeah. And of cewalier Bates then | went to the Philadelphia
area, which I really do not like.

JR: No, you didn't. Tell me about why.

JL: The city of brotherly love? | never, well besa, you see, you go to school, let me
explain. You go to school three days and you wor&n agency two days. It's that getting your
practical experience. And | found it very unfrigndNot the people at work, that was great.

But people in stores, any of the service area$yratas like, what do you want? You don't
know your size? What's wrong with you? Excuse Yie1 know. You know, waitresses, or
people | came into to. One nice one said, “Whaltyat have dear?” | says, “You're not from
around here.” She says, “No.” | says, “Whereyane from?” She says, “Boston.” | said, “Ah, |
thought so.” Everybody dears everybody else in@uosBut it sounded good. Yeah, so then
the second year, this is one reason, too, | trenesfeo, | didn't like the climate either. | didn'

like the pace of the city. | remember being inwaips. Of course, commuting from Bryn Mawr,
which is only eleven miles away and it was realfast shuttle into, but going, then we went
down into the subway and everybody's racing in lolitéxctions underground really, with their
briefcases and everybody seems to be so preoccapieso rush, rush, rush. And all | kept
thinking was coming back from Maine, the fresh #ig ocean, what have you, and | thought,
“This is living?” What's wrong with these peopldhis is not life; this is not living. Thinking |
want no part of it. Then finally coming out of theanel and having to take the elevator, so there
you go. And | get to work after an hour, an houwt arhalf feeling as if I've done my day's work.
Not having really started, you know. And then slaene way, same thing on the way back and |
thought, no thank you. This is not living, thisist what | want, this is not what | choose.

Boston, of course Boston had always been the aneityi nearer to here. We used to go to
Boston when dad went on a business trip. If it ma@tsa working day, or | had the day off, go
with dad. Could shop in the mall, the big citye thig buildings, what have you, | always loved
Boston. I loved living in Boston. So | went, asaly, | transferred, got my degree from
Simmons, that was a school year obviously, and thek a job with the Boston Children's
Services which | dearly loved. | was there realyy two years when my father died, but that's
okay. | came home out of choice.

JR: In that two years did you involve yourself pyenuch in like, in community, in the
community down in Boston, or was it pretty mucht pysrking?

JL: No, working. And of course | inveigled my sisto leave home and come and stay, which



my parents didn’'t appreciate. Heaven, she watytfour years old, it's about time she broke
loose. | kept thinking, your parents won't livedeer, my dear. You know, and she'd always
been in Lewiston and | thought you got to get duhe safe little nest here because it's not
going to be safe forever. And she loved, you krige, living with me; we shared an apartment
right in the middle of town. Boy, for two singlélg it was great. I, you know, | wouldn't have,
you know, the, oh the plays, the operas, the singpghistrict. She worked for a lawyer, as a
secretary for a lawyer, which she liked very mutias working in the social agency. Hey, life
was good. | bought a car and, you know, so wed;aubst weekends we'd come home to
Maine. But, you know, life was definitely goodheSlived on Beacon Hill with, after | left, |
came back home, she stayed in Boston. Told tsayd, “You're a fool if you come back.” She
really didn't want to anyway, so she moved in vaitbocial worker. They got along, lived on
Beacon Hill, it's very nice. And then she married.

JR: Married down in Boston?

JL: It was a fellow we had met. One summer whenas in college, two or three summers in
fact, friends of mine bought a hotel in Old Orchalet Beach Hous-, the Beach, no, no, no, no,
no. Just because | want to say it, | worked théiteey're next to Joseph's By the Sea. Ah, all of
a sudden it escapes me. But anyway, |, yeahywswled there as a desk clerk. There again, and
then | worked at the Brunswick as a desk clerkehagain French and English, knowing French
they were having, they had so many, | could noy,dntould talk it with the, I could read it, |
could write it. You know, so if they needed adetivritten in French | could do it, no problem,
especially at the Brunswick. The other one thesvkifrench as well as | do, you know, so, but
that was, yeah, so | could get a job like this Id Orchard. And being a desk clerk was not
hard. | would have waited on table, | say, becauser had | guess. You know, so, you
know, it was good.

JR: Okay. This is kind of going to your time attBs It's kind of, just sort of like the politics
in Maine in the time, like, did you really haveense, like, specifically being at Bates since
Muskie was from Bates, but like the impact of hinmming the governorship in 19547 Like, do
you remember like, do you remember any part ottdrapaign, like any sort of, the newspapers
or TV or anything like that?

JL: No, I don't. And I don't remember his, | dpit'seems to me between '54 and, '52 and '56,
| don't remember his ever coming to Bates to speakm not saying he didn't, I'm just not
aware that he did. I'm just not aware that he did.

JR: Okay.

JL: Not even, you know, in government class or sbing. But, or in any government

courses that | took, which | did, if he did. | rember taking some of my friends from Bates,
filling up the car, asking my dad, they would likesee either English majors or one of them
wanting to go into journalism, bringing them foday. | says a day that you, they're having good
committee hearings and you think will be a partciyl interesting day, could we go up to
Augusta with you, which meant one, two, | coulchgrthree friends obviously to Augusta, and
spend the day with you. He says, sure, which we dhat they enjoyed, that they enjoyed.



And | remember, too, Mr. Lemieux, | don't know,\las a reporter for theun-Journal,
(unintelligible phrase).

JR: Oh, Lal Lemieux?

JL: Yes, Lal Lemieux, yeah, oh | knew him well,Agw him well. Of course my dad, too, my
dad and he were fast friends.

JR: Really.

JL: Yes.

JR: Tell me about that a little bit.

JL: Yeah, well no, that, when he was, he was fusmge. They had asked him in government
class to come in and talk. | don't remember whatigularly, what particular focus it was going
to say, and | remember in class saying, just aleginto class, | said, “Hi, Mr. Lemieux, how
are you today?” or something. Of course he reaaghine, he knew me, and he said, he sort of
said, well, | had better watch my step during tecture because | know every word | say will go
back to a certain senator tonight.

JR: That's great.

JL: Of course | just smiled. And some of the pssfas, because they knew who | was, like
there was Professor, | can't think of his name, whe a dear, he was, yeah, Donovan, he later
ran for congress.

JR: John Donovan?

JL: Yes.

JR: Okay, tell me about him.

JL: He was, well he was one of my professorskddihim dearly, too, he was very good, very
smart.

JR: And he later ran?
JL: Huh?
JR: He later ran?

JL: He later ran for congress, didn't make it. ,Bficourse he loved Bates and went to
Bowdoin.

JR: Oh, okay, right.



Mr. Letendre: Talking about Dr. Donovan. | had him as an unstior at Bates, a government
class and he said at the time, he told our classald, “I'm a registered Republican, however,
I'm really a Democrat at heart, but | register &eaublican because | don't want to throw away
my vote in the primaries.” At that time the Repoéhs, the Democrats didn't have anyone
running.

JR: Yeah, that was a common sentiment at the time.

JL: |Ithink probably, I distinctly get the feelingrejudiced or not, that all of Bates, loosely
said, were Republicans. Bates was definitely auBkgan college. He probably would not, but
it was, and closer to tHaun-Journal. Well, you see, they were the other part of ihe ¢

JR: Alright, Okay, and did you know Frank Coffinat? Did you know of him?
JL: Frank Coffin, | knew of him.
JR: What can you tell me about him?

JL: Ireally do not know him. | know very littld.remember my father saying things like,
there's amart young man, or a brilliant young man, you know, paditive feelings towards

him. But anything in particular, no, I don't. Wagpolitics, too, at the same time because | have
pictures of, to my parents or my mother, at alt@&as going through some old material last
night, you know, at a tea with Mrs. [Ruth Morey]f@o, both he and Frank and his mother was
attending that coffee, too. That was a coffeerikiior Mrs. [Jane] Muskie.

JR: And what was, that was just kind of like a gaihg?

JL: Oh, honoring her for, | think it was just, hasMeaving office | believe, it was his last day,
or one of the last days as governor or somethimg) tlaey had given this tea and they presented
her with a silver tray and something else. That st a, the women's group doing that. So my
father obviously was not in that picture, nor Mrugkie. That was the women's part of it, the
legislator's, yeah, the wives.

JR: Okay, well while, this is, you know, probabbmtards the end of your father's career, do
you know if he had, like have you heard of any msmer any dealings he had with Muskie while
Muskie was governor? Like when he was in the S#hat

JL: My brother gave me an earful, which | only Hedfened to because | was surprised. And |
found it sort of, | don't want to hear this, we weit a party for a five year old, a birthday party.
But it was that hot, hot Saturday, couple Satur@eys whatever, | don't want to hear this, I'm
here to enjoy myself, spare me, you don't wanotd.dWhy don't you just say no? You know,
that sort of feeling besides | guess other onesysdly, | do not think so. But the backstabbing
behind, that goes on in small groups, what have yguess so. But any run-ins that they had, |
don't think so. Not that | am aware of, | showdg.s



JR: Right, right, okay. All right.

JL: Because, too, well, remember the years, '56 faia'57, '58, '59, the first part of 1960 |
was not home. | was in school in Bryn Mawr, thess®n, and then | stayed in Boston to work.
So | was not home, so | wouldn't have been aseawar

JR: Right. How about after your father's death godd come back to Lewiston, like did you
start to get more, or at least more, get more baokpolitics as far as just paying attention to it
or no?

JL: Interestingly enough, none of my brothers astéss- we followed it, but to say that any,
none of us became politically involved in politickve, sometimes I've said, | wonder why? But
dropped it at that, never stopped to analyze yingawell maybe it's because of this or that. |
can only remember it as beingriguing, you know.

JR: And you never had any run ins, like even wiite the Maine legislature, like with your
job with the social work? No? Okay.

JL: No.
JR: Alright. How about like, say, with like thegsidential election of 19687
JL: Refresh my memory.

JR: That's when Muskie ran as vice president witthéft Humphrey and they lost to Nixon.
Just kind of, if you, like have any impressiongtait?

JL: Personally, no.

JR: No.

JL: No, no, see, the last thing | really rememiieEua Muskie is, let's see, my father had been,
oh, he was, by the way, when my father died, thishat Muskie's office sent to my mother, and
he inscribed this. If you hold it in the right d@gou can read it.

JR: Oh, okay, | see, it's -

JL: It's hard, | can read it, it's hard.

JR: Yeah, to Mrs. Jean Charles Boucher, as a wiodeep respect, the memory of my special
friend, Jean Charles, yeah, Ed Muskie. And -

JL: Oh, I think he wrote the name in back, yeah|igvins, | do not know Williams.

JR: (Name) Williams.



JL: Lowe, that's not Lowe, that's Boucher, Muskaskell, yeah, Haskell -
JR: Okay, there's Haskell and Zozette Ozefo?

JL: Yeah, thisis, yeah.

JR: Yeabh, it's Muskie, that's your dad.

JL: Thisis my dad, yeah, there's my dad up there, Yeah, that's my dad, and this says it's
Williams and Lowe?

JR: Williams and Lowe?

JL: The name Williams | remember hearing, Lowe hdd | remember the face. I've seen
that man. And this is other locations. Must lgmsig of bills. This had to do with Lewiston
obviously because there's too many Lewiston peogdiere. There’'s Representative Boisvert,
there's my father, there's Mr. Legare, there's d{idgrdinand] Despins, family Despins was

very influential in local, so, it has to do, obvabyit must have had to do with Lewiston, because
there's too many of them involved in here. Thislisskie, obviously. There's my dad. They're
always in the same place about, aren’t they? See ofdhat picture. Whoever that was | do

not, oh, this is Mr. [Phillip] St. Pierre from Lesion.

| think | have material somewhere else that woald] it was not taken all at the same time
because here he's wearing a tie, here he's wembog tie. Yeah, this is not the same tie.
These were different occasions, because you knavetsmes, you know, they flash several
pictures. Obviously this was a political pictutejas taken in Lewiston, in Auburn. No,
remember Lewiston here, which was very populairgelligible whispering).

JR: Oh, no, | don't actually. But -
JL: That was probably before your time.
JR: Before mytime. Yeah, U.S. Senate, oh yes.

JL: Idon't know as you, | don't see for your fjlesfor their files, the Muskie files, there must
be files, these are duplicates. | don't, | domesd them.

JR: Really, yeah, | mean if you, yeah, we'd dedilyitove that if you want to give those, that
would be great, yeah.

JL: No, | was going to compile a, | still plan td,my dad, | was looking at it last night, | have
it all, I've done a lot of work on it but not endyd have it divided by decades, the thirties, the
forties, and the fifties, and | have tons of agscl Some of them don't have dates, some of them
do.

JR: Yeah, oh yeah, that would be great, to get thkktogether. All right. And, yeah, like



what you said, like yeah, your brother has a Iatl efill towards Muskie.

JL: Yes. He felt he'd got even with him, and Iugbt, | don't want to hear that either, that
sounds like dirty politics to me, I'm not interasia dirty politics. You know, that's my way
characterizing it, but he felt, no, he felt he wasy unfair, he hindered my father in his political
career. | don't know that that's true. My fathdon't think had any aspirations to being
governor. Even if he had, if you, uh, he was Caratorn and you cannot be, or at the time, |
don't know whether that's been changed. Or scsltald, | don't know this, you know. So that
he could not be and, you know, so | don't knowlon't, and | felt like saying, but how could he
have, and | was not asking my brothers any quesigaause | did not want to get it, it was at a
party, | did not want to get involved, and besidiég, please, this, to me that belongs in the,past
it belongs in prior to 1960 | would say becausefatlier died in March '60. Yeah. The funeral,
Muskie was at my father's funeral. He was in Cesgithen, yeah. And so was the governor.
Also were a lot of people who were there for poditipurposes, to be seen, more so, you know.
Except for your friends and relatives you nevenkmeho's there because they care for, because
it's the politically right thing to do, yeah, ig®od for me. Frank Coffin was there. And people,
things that | don't remember because of coursadtidieen such a sudden death, | was so grief
stricken | don't remember. | was rereading thaterelay. And | said, “Oh, was he that
interesting.” | don’t remember it.

JR: What do you think your father's legacy was,lfewiston and for Maine?

JL: For Lewiston and for Maine. That's a toughyell, I'm sure, he did a lot for Lewiston, he
was very, very influential in the new charter, witth him it might have not passed, or not passed
then let's say. You know, he certainly helpedRrencos a lot. | am amazed sometimes at the
people who will say, obviously older people of ngngration and older, who'll say of course |
remember your dad. Gotten so it's been, what,  1&&0about forty years, so it's not all that
often that I will say, you know, maybe you knew dad, or maybe your father knew my dad,
depending on the age of the person I'm talking Wébause | figure it's getting to be too long.
But it's amazing how people will still ask me, yknow, “Was Jean Charles Boucher your dad,”
and I'll say, “Yes, he was.” Or they'll say, wasrklated to you, and I'll say he sure was. You
know, so, excuse mée{ephone interruption). I'd forgotten he's returned. | knew he wertt ou
he had errands to run. Like | say, he did a lottie French people. | think with many of them
he made out, made them to be prouder of what treeyoaat least proud. You are not second
class. You know, you are up there and you can tbgdiarself, just try. He was very active too
with parishes, church organizations, Franco- Anagrj@ll Franco-Americans to, you know, we
can do better, yes we can do this, we can doybatknow. With, like with the credit union,

yes, save your money or invest it in here, youhaiping others as well as yourself. The day
before he died he had been at a meeting on Franwerdéanism in Boston, with Judge Despins
who was also very, very active. He was a sweetloéa man, very nice. So, his legacy | guess
is, they're not tangible things, you know. Sohgsd to tell.

JR: Oh yeah, | would certainly think that he prolyatefinitely had something to do with the
resurgence of the Democratic Party in Maine, whydy, know, which would eventually come
about with Muskie being governor, but your fathemlg there for so long and being a prominent
Democrat.



JL: Yes, indeed, because then, yeah, because thedpats were not, even in Lewiston it was
a long time before the Democratic Party, but theyt people to, or people ran to go to Augusta
in the House or senate and made it. Yeah, it wasmlly all people of English or Irish descent,
yeah. So except for that | don't really, | car’ but yes, the resurgence of, yes, he did. How he
became a Democrat | don't, never asked him that.

JR: Okay, and | guess, you know, besides your lerotfho probably wouldn't want to do an
interview.

JL: No! Definitely not!

JR: Do you know of anyone else, either, well prdpabss likely it would be a contemporary
of your father, but you know . . . .

JL: Wouldn't be a contemporary of my father becqusintelligible word) -

JR: Right, but of, you know, children of contempaiea of your father, or you know, people
from Bates who might, you know, might be able teegiis some more information either about
your father or about Muskie that you can think of?

JL: My father would be a hundred and seven yearshié Saturday, so forget, yeah, June
30th was his birthday, so forget his contemporaries

JR: Yeah, definitely.

JL: Younger people. Not that | can think of rigiowv. | can always call you if | do, but |

don't know if there are still, I'm sure some of theer folks, but how much they would know, or
how much they would know about Muskie, these petié | would know would take

somebody who was, well probably better educatednatida broader view as opposed to, you
know, just local, you know, something local. | wasking of, you know, this politics and this,
the local politics. | can't think of any. Thoslee people | knew were his contemporaries. Well,
of course they're gone. If my father were to heytwere a hundred and seven, but | can't think
of anybody even in their eighties who would dydy know, who would have been a young
politician. | don't think Robert Couturier wouléeyd that much.

JR: Yeah, I don't know, | don't know if he's beaterviewed or not. 1 think he, yeah, he
should be.

JL: He may have been. He was mayor of the citptweBates, and was, he was very young
at the time and certainly knew some of these fdllescertainly knew some of these folks.
Possibly, possibly. Because, too, Muskie himselfild be how old, | don't know. He graduated
from Bates in ‘36 | think.

JR: Yeah, so he's, he would have been eighty-&ighty-six. He would have been in his mid-
eighties | think if he were still alive. But, okayAnd, does your brother live around here,



anyway, is he from Lewiston?

JL: Yes, but | won’t give you his address and,lueamy life.

JR: Understood, understood, all right, yeah.

JL: He'll say, how -

JR: | mean, it's unfortunate because we would definlike to get -

JL: (Unintelligible phrase), | was talking to you personally and you violated

JR: Yeah, okay. Yeah, | mean, because it is unf@te because we definitely would like to
that perspective, but if he's -

JL: He would, politically he would have a much, mumuch broader, could tell you, because
he was here in fact on some pictures I, you knasaw my brother who was with my dad. He
followed it, he did not become, he did become imgdlin politics but not running, just always
there either supporting or discussing or helping ohthe people, decision makers, but behind
the scenes. Just like tBan-Journal was. Really.

JR: Okay, well then, yeah, | think we'll stop rigtdre. Thank you.

End of Interview  moh294.int
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