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Biographical Note

Emilien Levesque was born in Grand Isle, Mainel9822. He grew up in Van Buren,

graduating from the Van Buren Boy’s High Schools khother was a dressmaker, and his father
was stricken with tuberculosis when Emilien wasvefe His mother was left to care for her
seven children, Emilien the second oldest. He weesthool in Hartford, Conneticut, in 1941 to
learn the tool and die trade. In 1943, he enligtdtde Army. He was active in Europe. He
began in North Africa, and then moved his way tigiottaly, finally fighting in Northern

France. In France, he was shot three times, arabgquintly taken prisoner by the Germans. He
returned home in 1945. He began working for FraRagpers when he returned to the St. John
Valley. He became actively involved in the Madakeapaper union, Local 365. When Ed
Muskie ran for governor in 1954, Levesque becamacéive Democrat, helping to deliver the
Saint John Valley of Maine to Ed Muskie on electiay.

In 1960, Levesque began his political career byinopfor Maine State Legislature. He served
for five terms from 1960 to 1970. In the Legistatune was floor leader for the Democrats. He
became an authority within the Maine DemocratidyRand became a mentor to John Martin,
who assumed Levesque’s seat in 1970.

Scope and Content Note



Interview includes discussion of: Van Buren, Maities US Army in Europe during World War
I, including beach Landings, heavy machine gumesjdsque’s capture by the Germans, and
German war hospitals and the care for Allied figéit&razier Paper Mill; becoming the Union
President of Local 365; organizing voters in theJ8hn Valley for Ed Muskie in 1954;
becoming Democratic Chair of Madawaska; Muskietsraction with the Valley; Don Nicoll;
the rise of Democrats in Maine; Levesque’s involeatwith the Maine State Legislature;
Levesque as a legislator; Loring Air Force Basey#IHarding; Elmer Violette; John Matrtin;
and Muskie as a leader.
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Transcript

Emilien Levesque: My name is Emilien, E-M-I-L-1-E-N, last name Lesgue, L-E-V-E-S-Q-U-
E. And | live at [Redacted].

Tuck O'Brien: All right. Where and when were you born?
EL: Iwas born in Grand Isle, Maine in 1922.
TO: Did you grow up there?

EL: And grew up there. From that point on | wens¢bool in the Van Buren Boys’ High
School, and from there | went to Hartford, Conrmdti And of course that was during the start
of WWII, so | worked there as a tool and die ma&ad had gone to the school for that purpose,
taking tool and die making, and also a machinistrid around Hartford, Connecticut. Of course
that was a busy, busy time for the war productidnd from that point on, after a year and a half
in working in Hartford, Connecticut, | was draftadd going into the service. And in the service
they took me to Macon, Georgia and | was trainatithere for sixteen weeks. And from there,



that point on, they took me to Wilmington, Delawarel from there to Casablanca, North
Africa.

TO: Now, growing up, what were your parents’ occupmagl?

EL: My parents’ occupations -- my mother was a finle dressmaker and my dad took sick
when | was only eleven years old, for tuberculosmn] he went to a hospital in Presque Isle,
Maine from Van Buren, Maine. And that was the begig of my childhood days taking care . .

. By then my mother was left with seven kidgds the first oldest boy and the second in the
family. And so my job was more or less to help myther bring up the rest of the family. And
from that point on the rest of the family prettylwgeparated. From 1940 on to 1945, during the
wartime they all went in different directions, $at still left me as the oldest, or the second
oldest in the family. A sister, an older sisterreor less helped Mother to take care of the rest
of us.

TO: What was the economy like in the area you grewangpmoved on to?

EL: Basically there was a paper mill in the town tioatk care of a lot of the working
population in the area. And in the off year, sarhthose people worked in the woods cutting
logs for the mill, for the paper mill and the sawl that they had in the town. That occupied
probably six or seven hundred population on atfaie basis.

TO: How did you end up in Hartford, Connecticut?

EL: That's where | took my training as a tool and mligker. That was the closest, | was, my
two sisters were down there and my brother wanted,a year and a half younger than | was,
and he wanted to come down there after high sch®olthat's where | took my tool and die
making experience and schooling, in Hartford anst Eartford, Connecticut, which pretty well
started my game in having to work for a living inrecticut. In and around home | was too
young to work in the saw mill or the paper milldaso that’s how it all started.

TO: So you got stationed in North Africa.

EL: Casablanca.

TO: Inthe Army?

EL: Inthe Army infantry, | was in.

TO: How long were you in the Army?

EL: Iwas in the Army from 1941, April 1941, until Bember 5, 1945.

TO: Did you see most of your action in North Africa 0. . ?

EL: No, the landing in Casablanca was only a stoptuvére . . . Military operations at that



time was in, had gone beyond North Africa and waagto Sicily, and from there to Italy, and
then from Italy to Germany, was my path. The lagdn Casablanca was only a stopover to
replenish my supply on my way to a landing, a bbaeld landing in Sicily, in Palermo, Sicily.
And from Palermo, Sicily for just three and a halinths, | went to Salerno, Italy. And that was
another beachhead landing by the 45th Infantrydiowi in conjunction with the 3rd Division,
both infantry divisions. And a part of the 36thv[8ion landed in Salerno, Italy.

Our mission then was to go towards the central gfdtaly and capture all the high grounds on
our way to Mt. Abbey. Mt. Abbey was a famous cdtlaéthat was occupied by the monks and
had been there for at least two hundred years. itAmds known for its, basically a religious
organization that was full-time occupied by the k®m the area. And during the war, of
course, the Germans first were there and theydilahtthe high point. In those areas it was Mt.
Abbey and the church that was associated witBdt.at that point the Germans declared Mt.
Abbey a free zone. In other words, they were igbiting from Mt. Abbey, from the area. They
were just there as an observation post. So wedidire any artillery or anything on Mt. Abbey
because it had been declared an open city, or @m place where there was no, there was no
supposedly war intended in that area.

And from that point our outfit, the 45th Divisioarided in Angio, Italy after a short period of
time. But Angio, the landing in Angio was in Fearu of ‘43, February ‘44, oh yes, right, yeah
because | was in, in ‘43 from April ‘43 to Decemb&3 in Italy. The Angio beachhead was in
February ‘44. I'll get my years together after hile.

Mrs. Levesque: Another thing that you said, | don’t know if ybave to correct that but you
said you were in the service in 1941? You wertheservice in the fall of 1943.

EL: Ohyes, | went to Connecticut in ‘41. Correctiail over the place here.
Mrs. L: Well just that one. You're doing good.
TO: Okay, so the landing in Angio.

EL: Angio, yes. That was the third beachhead lanthiagour outfit had done after landing in
Africa. And from that point on Angio was the losg@eriod of time that we stayed in any given
area because it was fast-moving war from Africalenway to Germany through whatever ways
and means there was. So that was the hardesh¢atidit we did as an infantry regiment and
division to make sure that the troops all coordidaheir efforts through General Clark, Mark
Clark, who was the commanding general for Ameritaaps in that part of the ocean, that part
of the country. So from that point on | don’t knevhat else | couldupintelligible word).

After we liberated Rome on June 4th of ‘44, Jurtevéas the beachhead landing at Cherbourg in
northern France. And our landing from the southh@enMediterranean to southern France took
part sometime at the end of August of ‘44. And thas the purpose of the landing in southern
France was to coordinate our efforts of taking Beurt France and meeting the other troops from
Cherbourg in northern France somewheres aroundoBlen But we were not able to meet
somewheres around Grenoble because of the terrditha fighting and whatever happens



during war time. So our outfit continued from Gobte through the Vosges Mountains in
eastern France close to the Alps in Austria. Andhfthat point on our outfit was assigned to
take the Maginot Line in France, and we did thand from the Maginot Line our regiment, the
157th Infantry of the 45th Division, were assighedake the Siegfried Line getting into the
western part of Germany.

At that point our battalion was assigned to takehigh grounds between the Maginot Line and
the Siegfried Line. And at that point of course erman forces were still very, very strong
because they were consolidating their troops frbraraund the Mediterranean. And between
the Mediterranean and the German, and the Russiayshad mighty German force between . .
. Of course the Siegfried Line was their prize thaty had built to defend Germany. Nobody
could take any point beyond the Siegfried Line gamto Germany, that was the intent. But it
was short-lived because they had to split thecdsrin Germany between the Russians and the
Americans, the English, the French and everybosly tat was involved in those forces. The
advent of taking the high grounds and getting tghothe Siegfried Line was where we were
surrounded. The 3rd Battalion of the 157th Regimeéas encircled and the advent of that we
could not fight our way through the Siegfried Linecause they had put all their forces to make
sure that we were not going to go beyond thatke the Siegfried Line and then to cross the
Rhine River. So that's where on the third day @hl surrounded, | was then in charge of our
machine gun platoon for the 3rd Battalion . ..

TO: Heavy machine gun?

EL: Heavy machine gun, and | was the sergeant fopltteon to take care of four gun

positions. And during that time of course we wawerounded and trying to defend ourselves.
We lost a lot of troops in the 3rd Battalion be@aace you open your machine gun in defense
or offense, it's only a matter of seconds, five, tifteen seconds before the enemy knows where
you are. And your life expectancy at that poihyau see them first you live, and if they see you
first you don’t. And that’s the price of war thaiu have to pay.

And after being shot three times on the third dialyeang surrounded . . . | was shot and was in
the hole for three days before | was captured loy®@&rmans that were taking care of the area.
And they were taking care of the wounded as wetleisnding themselves. So the German, one
was a German officer or non-com who told his othatdies to go get a stretcher. And of course
| was not the only one that had been wounded tloere only one that was shot. So they
brought a stretcher there and carried me out ohtthe that | was in and brought me to, they had,
close, very close to the front lines, they had daarts. They didn’'t have any vehicles to go up
to those high points, so they had horse carts. tAatls what they brought me to, a horse cart,
and carried me out to their observation post, ahyba three or four miles out there because it
took hours in the horse cart through the woods toThere were three others who were in the
same horse cart by the time they put it all togetl@o at that point, they took us off the horse
cart. And they had an old German truck there ey put us on and carried us to Bitche, B-I-T-
C-H-E, which was a small community on the way t® Bhine. So they took care of patching us
up with tape and wire and whatever else they hadk® us to a regular hospital across the
Rhine.



And at that point we went to Mannheim, a big hadpithich by then, it must have been from
three or four o’clock in the afternoon when we weavBen we surrendered. It was about 9:30 at
night by the time we got to Mannheim. And thereytiput us in a hospital and they treated us,
those that were wounded, they treated us the sarntey did with other German soldiers that
were wounded and were in the same hospital. Seeve not, we were only separated by the
fact that we were Americans and the others thaeweunded were German. And they just had
separate beds and rooms for us, but they tookofare as best as they could with what they had.
By then they had been fighting the war for alnfo& years, in 1938-'39 is when they were
started. So that was one of the mysteries of havgare fought in those days. And they
patched us up and they said, “We’ll keep you hertae hospital for a while until we had time
and material to transport you to another facilitfggcause Mannheim was close to the defense
line of the Germans and the Americans, the Britise,French and everybody else that was
there. And we were told that as soon as they tiaveapacity to move us out of Mannheim,
because the hospital was always full and was vesy lthey would give us another place to go.

So we were, at least the group that | was withyweee in this Mannheim hospital for at least a
week, a week and a half. And then they notifiethas at, one night some of us would be taken
out of the hospital and brought to a railroad statiAnd at the railroad station . . . And any
traffic on any of the open road or railroad durthg daytime was not very likely because of all
the American airplanes and British and French airg$, that was taking over the surviving
troops that were there and defending the road @irdad at all costs, because that’'s the only
thing they had. So that night they came and taokam the hospital to the railroad station and
from there some of us were taken to a recoveryitadsp Eppenheim in Germany.

And that Eppenheim hospital that we were in wdsraperly an institution taking care of
retarded or mentally ill people. And they had dehit to make it a recovery hospital for all
prisoners of war that was taken in those areaseoin@ny. And that hospital was managed by
French forces that had been captured in 1941. ellvas a commandant, a German
commandant, an assistant and three other guards¢ha there at Eppenheim. Now in that
hospital that we were in, I'll call it a hospitaétause that's where we were supposed to be
recovering, there was, at the time that | was tharkeast seventeen hundred different prisoners
of war in that facility, in that hospital, being meged by French troops and doctors. And those
troops that were there at the time were from twelfferent countries, from Morocco, North
Africa, Italy, Sicily, Greece, Turkey, English, IAeh, Norwegians, Swedish. That comprised the
people that had been captured. And most of thematifll of them were, all had been seriously
wounded and needed recovery care for some timeasftong as they were there, until they were
liberated in March 27, 1944.

Mrs. L: That's when you got out of the prison camp?

EL: Out of the prison camp, yeah. And from, becaiighe distance that they had to take us,
on March 27 we were broughtto ...

TO: Is this 1944 or 19457

EL: Forty-four, they took . ..



Mrs. L: When you came out of there?
EL: Yes, out of the hospital.

Mrs. L: It had to be ‘45, dear.

EL: No, | was separated in ‘45.

Mrs. L: Yeah, | know, but you came back, when you camé& baa plane you went to Paris,
when the place was liberated. You went to Parisyeu were there, what, a month? | don't
know. It doesn’'t matter. And from there when y@ame on the plane, you landed in Delaware.

EL: Yes, Wilmington, Delaware.
Mrs. L: Yeah, and from there . ..
EL: Went to Devons.

Mrs. L: Okay, so you were in Devons for a few months beeawwu were only discharged in
December. But when you left that hospital, when were freed from the hospital as a prisoner
of war, it was ‘45. You were there about three then

EL: So it had to be March 27, ‘45, and they took yplane from a field outside of Eppenheim

TO: The Germans or the ...?

EL: No, the Americans. By then we had been liberatadhe 27th of March, and they took us
to places where they had available landing stridgetdls that they had small planes that they
could put us in, in stretchers. And the differenbps that they took from the Eppenheim
hospital went to different places in France andspair Germany on the west side of the Rhine
River, depending on what their wounds were, wheith&as burnt or shots or fractures or
whatever. In my case they took us to a landing stere where they had German airplanes
during that period of time. And from that poirprin that landing strip, they took me and several
others that | don’t know who they were or namenything, they took us from there and we
landed, a number of us, in Paris, France. And e®t\o a, they took us to a French hospital
there, and the name of the hospital was L'Abbeesi¢oright outside of Paris, France. And
that’s where | stayed for thirty days for the sismptason that they didn’t want to bring me or
any of the others because when | was capturedgh&diabout a hundred and seventy-five
pounds, a hundred and seventy, seventy-five pouAdd.when | was liberated, at the time that
they brought me to Paris, | weighed only a hundned twenty-six pounds in the short period of
time.

TO: The Germans didn’'t feed youor ...?



EL: Well, they feed us what they had.
TO: They didn’t have too much.

EL: And they hardly had anything by then. They hadrbat war for a long time and we got
relatively the same things that the German hadmad population wise. But we didn’t have to
do anything, we were just there recovering fromwaunds. And in the morning we had a bowl
of soup, in the morning, and we called that popegeling soup for what purposes. And in the
afternoon we had a slice of brown bread, and tlsstitv And that was to take care of us,
because we didn’t have to do any work, we didnitehim go anywheres. Luckily | was speaking
both languages and they had a French chaplain &é&ppenheim and he had access to the
entire hospital for anybody that needed counsdi witeligious group. That was his job. So he
was able to take me to go see any of the other kareor English troops that were in that
hospital.

Mrs. L: To translate.

EL: Yeah, to translate for the reverend to any o$é¢hiwoops that | could understand English
and French, so that was my purpose for being th8cethat’s the story from that point on. They
kept me in Paris for at least thirty some-odd dayfatten me up so that | would be reasonably
presentable to, coming back to this country.

TO: Now, were you already married when you were cgnbviack?
Mrs. L: No, we were married after the war.
TO: Did you know each other?

Mrs. L: We were married in ‘46. Oh, yeah, | knew him lsefol knew him from, I'm from up
there, too. I'm from Van Buren originally, and, mh is in Aroostook County. And | was a
very good friend of one of his sisters, we wergdhool together and we became very good
friends, and I'd go sleep at his house. But sh@duced me to him, but | had no idea that we’d
ever go out. And then he, well, he was in Congettind he got drafted from there but he
didn’t come home for twenty-four hours before heswhipped out. He knew he was being
shipped out. And | asked my boss for the dayyaféi know. And we were together all those
twenty-four hours because he didn’t know when heEdack, if he’d be back. You know, this is
infantry, so, it was a very bad time of the ware \Ment to, you know, and I'm still finding out
things that | haven't heard before, believe it ot lbecause he wouldn’t talk about it for a long
time. And these anniversaries that they have afifouyears and all that, well, that's reminded
him of a lot of things you know. Sometimes he de#sy and, you know, . ..

TO: Did you ever go see that movie?
EL: Which one was that?

TO: The Saving Private Ryan movie?



Mrs. L: No, we haven't seen that. I've heard a lot gbitt we haven't seenit. He's not a
movie guy. | am. Probably going to have it on T¥ave to wait until it comes.

No, you have to tell him about, jeez, | don’t kndw, did a long thing, a long session on the war
there, but like | said he doesn’t talk about itweften, so.

TO: No, that was good. But now let’s, so you cameklia Wilmington, and you came back to
Maine, | assume?

EL: Yes.

TO: Afterwards. And then? Did you get married rightay?

Mrs. L: We got married in 1947.

TO: Forty-seven. What did you do for work when yooved back up to the county?
EL: | went to the pa-, worked with the paper milMadawaska.

TO: Madawaska.

Mrs. L: Before that when you came back you went to petatben.

EL: | went to potato and | worked . . .

Mrs. L. The first year we were married, we were marrreduigust. And that first fall you
went back to work in potato houses.

TO: So potatoes and paper were the two big things&’dwhat everyone did?
EL: Yeah, in the St. John Valley.

TO: At this time it was very French up there.

EL: Yes, ninety-six percent French, and . ..

Mrs. L: But it's bilingual.

TO: Bilingual.

Mrs. L: Oh yes, very much so.

TO: So how did you get involved with the Madawaskaddf

EL: 1 was president of the local union.



TO: How did you get involved with that?
EL: Because nobody else wanted to take it.
Mrs. L: And there was a big need.

EL: And it was, the unionized paper mill in Madawaskatarted unionizing in 1938, ‘39,
which was just the start of the war. And they heldtively no organization other than the fact
that they were allowed to pay dues and belonguwi@n of one kind or another. And at the
paper mill in Madawaska at the time that | got ¢héinere was three different unions there. The
one that | was with was the pulp and sulfite angepanill workers and the others was the paper
makers only, and the third one was administratese pf Frazier Paper Ltd. And so, in those
days it wasn’t very easy to belong to a union amaib officer to defend the rest of the members
in case that they had problems or had gotten mtwesproblems or not.

TO: Why?

EL: Because of the fact union was so new to all efrth They knew, they heard about other
unions that were, that had been in fact organieed fong time. But for Maine, the number of
unions that were in place at that time of the yeas very, very small. And especially the paper
industry, the pulp and paper industry at the timeé just started being organized, so they had no
savvy as to what they had to do or what they cdoldnd what they could not do. So it was a
matter of learning or having somebody that wanteléarn how organized unions work, and
how they work with the company, with managemenid Ahat was one tough job to do --
learning to coordinate the efforts of the workingce with management, because they were not
organized any better than we were. And they wepeurse fighting the unions because they
had to give some kind of consent to do things lomathings to be done that they never had done
before. But with the organization of the unioreytthad to sit down with the unions and
negotiate.

TO: What were conditions like? What were the magsues for the unions?

EL: The major conditions for the union was principallage scales that would correspond with
other pulp and paper mills in the state of Mainenddew England, or nationwide, for that
matter. The wage scale was one of the major thimgsmanagement was fighting because it
was part of their work to set up wage scales fty fiears. And the rest of it was negotiating
with the company management on holidays, a dagragfck leave, insurance, life insurance and
disability insurance, which also was part of wosk@ompensation. If you got injured in the
mill, they were to be taken care of medically adl &g financially. So the part of the labor
union at those stages was very, very limited coegbéw what they call having an organized
management in this day and age, because it wasvstoneverybody.

So the education in working as president of theal 865 in Madawaska was quite an education
for me as well as the work force. And of courbe, inanagement as far as | was concerned,

there was a matter of negotiating as an equaletmthAnd the better arguments | could make for
a point for them to agree on, it was part of mygolal the negotiating committee to sell the ideas



to management of what we needed and what we wantader to compare our work force with
the rest of the paper mills in the country, or skede for that matter.

TO: Now, how did you get involved with the Democra®iarty?

EL: Oh, jeez. You know, | had belonged to the lagabn then for a year or so or more. So
Madawaska, Madawaska and principally the entire sithMaine, and more locally Aroostook
County and Madawaska, they were primarily Repuhlitead been Republican for years and
years and years. My mother and father were Regansiand so was everybody else Republican
because that’s the way it was. And so the, thetieleof ‘53, ‘54 . . . Madawaska in the first
place had never had a Democratic local chairmathesponeeded to have a chairman principally
to support the new venture of the rest of the sthdaine in going Democrat in a lot of areas.
And that's where Ed Muskie got into the pictureortly-three, ‘44, or more than that, the election
was what?

TO: Fifty-four.

EL: Fifty-four. They were getting ready in the statéviaine for an election in ‘54. So they
had to have the chairmans of local communitiehabthey could work with the rest of the state
and the county to organize the election of Ed Meiskihich was . . . Who knew Ed Muskie in
1954 when he was running for election for govewfdhe state of Maine? That was relatively
unknown, and to compound that completely, for a Denatt to run for election in the state of
Maine, which the state of Maine by then had begouRkcan for at least fifty years, all parties.
It was one of those things that Ed Muskie had hla€l, the knowledge and had the capability of
his education of being able to get along with lal tommunities, all the organizations in the
state to organize his running for election. AndHis running for election to even find in
different parts of the state, to find somebody VAtiish orientation to run for governor of the
state of Maine that had been Republican for fiftans. And to run as a Democrat, was a trial
and tribulation of those years that started thie sthMaine of changing from completely
Republican for so long, to running for public offias a Democrat, was a relatively unknown
thing in those years. It was unknown for the senmiirpose that who was going to organize a
bunch of Democrats to vote for a member of the ldaurghe Senate or the governorship or the
federal organization was relatively unknown becausas so new to everybody to have a
Democrat run for office at that time of the year.

And that's how Ed Muskie more or less totally ongad the state of Maine Democratic Party as
an organization, as a working organization. Amehbk town chairman of the Democrats for |
don’t know how many years. | was town chairmanchtthey never had a Democrat chairman
committee in Madawaska from day one, and | wad ldtairman of the Democrats in
Madawaska until 1960 from that point on.

Mrs. L: Muskie was the first Democrat that was runninggavernor that ever came to
Madawaska to meet the people. And they came dheimumbers. | was a member of the
American Legion Auxiliary and we put on a tea fantone afternoon, and it was fantastic. The
girls made sandwiches and some baked sweets amdwhs a lot of people there. And it was, |
was very impressed by him. Everybody loved Ed Neusk



TO: When was the first time you met Ed Muskie? Was this time he came up to
Madawaska?

Mrs. L: That's the first time | met him.

EL: Oh, | met him before that because, you know ai$ yust a new organization. Democrats in
Aroostook County, and especially the St. John Wallegas a totally new organization
completely. And of course the Republicans had aflpower for so many years that they didn’t
think that it was possible for the Democrats, egdgdn the St. John Valley where Franco-
Americans were, they were ninety-six percent.

Mrs. L: | wasn’t aware that you met him before that.
EL: Yes I did, | met him the first time in Van Buren .

End of Sde One
Sde Two

TO: When did you meet him in Van Buren?

EL: I met himin Van Buren in the spring of the ya#ter | was Democratic chairman. Elmer
Violette was running for a Senate seat in the @tnJalley, for Aroostook County for that
matter, and that was the first time that | met Baske in Van Buren, which was twenty-five
miles from where | was working. Ed Muskie had aaotorganization together to meet in the St.
John Valley because it was so strong Franco-Amerié¢end the Democrats were so brand new
in the area that he needed to have some orgamaaptan to put . . bfief interruption by Mrs.

L.)

So the organization was so young and so totallypgegenced in having a political organization
in the St. John Valley. The lower part of the dyustarting in Houlton, Presque Isle, Caribou
and those places, were still remaining Republieantsthey were not about to let Democrats
anywheres in the county, much less in the St. ¥dlley. Because Franco-Americans, when |
started with the Democrats in Madawaska, it wasetbimg that was not appreciated by too
many people. Because we were so young and sdnedren the political science, that it left the
committees to work with on an iffy side if the re$the family for fifty years had all been
Republican and a member of the family at my age,theyoung age of the twenties, to be a
Democrat. Trying to work in the St. John Valleysaanheard of for so long that Ed Muskie had
been able to put this group of people, electeasmittee chairman or town chairman or county
chairman, as a focal point of getting together.

And my meeting with Ed Muskie then was when Elmeal&tte was the town chairman of the
Van Buren Democrats, and | was town chairman ofémocrats in Madawaska, is when Ed
Muskie made it known that he was coming to Van BurAnd we were told those that could
travel, to travel to Van Buren and have a meetmege with Ed Muskie and the local, any
committee members or any announcements to hagetiezal public, uh . . . And of course this



was so brand-new that everybody that came there alesolutely surprised of the organization
of having Democrats in the St. John Valley. It warsd we attributed the organization or the
wanting of an organization to Ed Muskie who was twor the first time, somebody running
for governor in the state of Maine, to come to$teJohn Valley. Brief interruption by Mrs.

L.). So the Ed Muskie group started when he wasingrior governor as a Democrat, which
hadn’t happened for so many years, that surprigegd/body. And plus the fact that being in a
Franco-American community of ninety-five, ninetygiercent, and to have somebody Polish
was relatively unknown in this part of the courfoy a long time. So that was my first meeting
with Ed Muskie.

And of course his knowledge through his schoolind hkis organization down the state of Maine
was something that surprised us all because we hadeanybody with that kind of talents come
into the St. John Valley and running for politicSo Ed Muskie was very well-received from
that day on as far as | was concerned, and the dteenthat | worked with, to have an
organization, a Democratic organization, and heddeBd Muskie who was the first one to
come to any organizational meeting in the St. Jéhlley. So that was a surprise to all of us.
The talent and the ability of explaining to us pedpat had no experience in the political arena,
through his knowledge and education of how thighed had to function if we were the leaders
of the community.

TO: So you started to campaign for Ed. And how didlb in the St. John Valley in the
election, in the first election of ‘54?7 Did he gelot of votes?

EL: The first election, if | remember correctly, tst election with Ed Muskie running for
governor, the number of votes for the Democratia election was something like eight to one
Democratic. For a new organization, that was aimemt surprise to everybody. The only fact
was that we were able because we were so new andament of how the system worked that
everybody had to go vote. And everybody had te@e Democrat because this was a new
organization, and it worked. And a new guy wasimg for election and came to the St. John
Valley. To have us vote for a governor that waddresent them, as far as the state of Maine
was concerned, was a new venture, totally, likeedmdy going into grade school and starting at
grade one. The population there has never heasbfoebody running for high public office
other than Republican. The Republicans, they haghow for years and years. This time Ed
Muskie, we were hell-bound, some of us, isn’t tligiit, Mother? That we were going to have
Democrats and we were going to run for election@rahge, at least the, change the face of the
St. John Valley as far as the political arena wascerned.

Mrs. L. He also covered the whole St. John Valley. Tieegll small towns, but he came
several times. Jane came with him two times, an@dn them over. That's the only way | can
put it. He was marvelous.

TO: So he won.

Mrs. L: Oh, yes.

TO: And he, the new administration, Don was telling, idon Nicoll was telling me about a



meeting that you had in 1955 with Ben Dorsky ataliibon Nicoll came. Do you remember
that?

EL: Yes.
TO: Can you tell me a little bit about that?

EL: Well, because Ben Dorsky was the head honchabafrlunions. And | was, as a Democrat
also a chairman of the labor union in Madawaskia®aas the Local 365 was concerned. And of
course my trying to sell Democrats to Ben Dorskyg wat something that was a necessity, as far
as | was concerned. | was running my show andihg hnis show from his point of view.
Although everybody that | knew or talked to in tabor movement, labor and management
organization in the state of Maine, knew that BemdRy was a Republican, always had been a
Republican because that's what the state wasAod for a labor leader in the state of Maine, in
my organization, in my way of looking things, thate of Maine can have a labor union as a
Republican was relatively unheard of and totallpesessary. Because the Republicans had one
avenue of supporting management, almost all the the | had involvement with. So anybody
that was anybody in the political organization tivas Republican was totally undeserving of a
vote for election. That's the way it started. Themocrats had started in the St. John Valley
and Aroostook County on that principle, that if yeua Republican, look at who your leaders
are. And of course then that was the politicahare Republican going to Congress. They were
all Republicans in Washington, as well as the sthtdaine, here, from the governor down. So
this was one of the things that separated the Deatwofrom those elected in office for so many
years.

And that | think was a very strong point of what dskie was trying to tell us and did such a
beautiful job of telling us how to organize, howd things with the people that we were
dealing with. And that part of the organizationriexd really well because Ed Muskie and Jane,
his wife, would come with him every now and theoyered one end of the St. John Valley to
the other. And from that point on went to the ksAroostook County. And we had good
organization in the rest of the county as well vahitom a totally Republican organization in

the county. And all of a sudden somebody comeanolysays, “Well, you know, now we’ve got
Democrats in the county.” And especially in tla#ley because the valley had been so
Republican for so many years that it was unheafdrainybody to be so unknowledgeable as to
run for or be elected as a Democrat to anythingwaeres.

So that's how Ed Muskie started the show in thed&in Valley and Aroostook County, because
of his knowledge and capability of explaining toassnmoners. The population there had heard
only a Republican song for so many years. For adybespecially somebody of a Polish
orientation, for years, to come and tell us FraAamericans how the show is being run was a
surprise to us all. Because, we had never heatdkihd of song other than the Republican
philosophy that: “You've got to vote Republicanhetwise the state is going to go to hell and
back.”

TO: Getting back to this meeting with Dorsky and witbn, what do you think changed in the
labor movement? | interviewed Denny Blais a whidek and he told us a little bit about the



evolution of labor and its coupling with the Dematoc Party. What do you think were, besides
Ed Muskie and the actual, who were some of thergibeple, should | say, that helped couple
the labor union up north with the Democrats?

EL: Jeez, | should have a list of those that becasmadarats at the time that Ed Muskie was
running for office. And Don Nicoll, you know Doni¢oll. I'm only going to say very few
words, that Don Nicoll and Ed Muskie were just atmsibig a team of a hundred people with
one frame of mind. And the intelligence of Don dliat that time, who was running the show
from the road, was just about as savvy and padlitian that | had ever met or even spoken to.
Because he was so quiet and reserved, becauseshheawang Ed Muskie’s show, all the time.
And so he was not supposed to be looked at asethet ioncho. Ed Muskie was the head
honcho, and only one. Don Nicoll was so savvyhmdrganization, talent, that | learned from
him to understand that you don’t have to crucify tithers in order to win your election. You
tell them what you're for and how you plan to gebe where you are and what you’re looking
for. Don Nicoll was the one that | would talk to,get the inner circles of what Ed Muskie was
going to be there for. He was the internal orgatmn that was so versed in the political arena,
that it probably took me five or six years to eveaak the ice to meet what we were supposed to
be doing. But Nicoll was the center point of EdSUie’s organization, as far as | know, from
day one.

TO: How did you get involved with the legislature?

EL: Because there was, there was nobody else thaeevemrun. And nobody, when | say
nobody else, nobody that was now registered asv@b&t in Madawaska that wanted to run.
Because it always . .. The population had begndnced to Republicans for so many years
that Democrats thought that this was their areiad, you know, you just don’t barge in to an
arena of that nature, for the simple reason thatrgaot going to be able to get your point of
view because the Republicans are going to runitbe/s So my not knowing any better, |
thought, “Well, we’re going to have to break thttd organization that they’ve got.” | first
accepted to be the first Democrat chairman in Maddka after so many years, after at least fifty
years. The Republicans were running the showd aad a Democrat. | was voted the
Democratic chairman, and we were looking for regnéstives. The labor movement from the
point of view that | was concerned with was Dem;rar the philosophy of their thinking was
Democrats. And at that point, this is where DoodNiwould make the greatest impression on
me and the committee that | was working with far Bemocrats. And then Ed Muskie was
going to be our leader for a good many years asmav of the state of Maine, which in
Aroostook County it would have been unknown totafgpeople to have a Democrat for
governor. It was just unheard to have that kingaditical organization in the valley and in the
county.

TO: When did you run for legislature the first time?
EL: Nineteen-sixty, the election of 1960.

TO: What prompted you to run? | mean, Ed Muskie aw#tsof office, he was in Washington
now. Was the Democratic Party still strongitelligible phrase)?



Mrs. L: He wanted to get involved. I'll enter that.

EL: | wanted to get involved in the political arerfand for us that was relatively unknown
because, you know, working in the paper mills, gt did not think of running for office if the
office was in Augusta, Maine, the state capitblwas, for a long, long time, and even to this day
| think, you know, “How come | got so foolish ali @ sudden and think . . .?” Well, you know,
running for office, and even running for officec#d office, was fine as a councilman, or board
of selectmen, but to run for political office whef@u have to go down to the capital to do
business with the Capitol, that was relatively umkn to people in my line of work for some
years.

TO: You were still working at the paper mill?

Mrs. L: Yeah, he had a leave of absence.

EL: Yeah, | had a leave of absence after elected.

TO: But before you got elected you were still, whatevyou doing at the paper mill?

EL: | was a tool and die maker and a machinist ati€r&aper for as long as | was there. And
then | became foreman of maintenance . ..

Mrs. L: That was quite a while after.
EL: Yes, that was quite a while after but it was assalt of my being . ..

Mrs. L: That's when they put him back on the payroll.t 8en he was running, he ran, he
was there ten years, okay? And five terms, anchwiesfirst started there . . .

TO: Thisis in Augusta?

Mrs. L: No, no, this was in Madawaska. When he start¢ledegislature, he was on leave of
absence for the length of the legislature. Theyeli him run, but it was without pay. And it
was a big transition for him when he come back ftegislature to go back to the paper mill.
You know, he really enjoyed what he was doing, taedpeople voted him back in all the time.
And another thing that he did that | should tellyarhich | don’t know that he will. He kept the
people in his district informed on what was goimgio Augusta, with the House papers and the
bills coming up and all that. He kept them infobméNow they have never had anyone there
that cared for them that way, and it was the télthe town how Emilien would send mail. It
didn’t cost him anything, you know, it cost thetsta bit, but he kept them informed as to the
goings on in Augusta. With some of them, they néwnew except what they read maybe in the
weekly paper or the daily paper or, which was Thedbr Daily And that was Republican
anyways, you know. They never had anyone thettectirad for them the way he did. | feel |
have to tell you that.




TO: Now were you in the House of Representativeb®iSenate?
EL: No, | was in the House.
TO: The House.

EL: All the ten years, | was in the House. The reasby she said that is, they never had any
direct mail from the members of the House of Regmtatives in Madawaska or members of the
Senate from Madawaska that would give direct inftran that came from their representative
or their senator. And to me, | thought the onlywat | could let the people know what | was
doing and what needed to be done at the Capitihleo$tate of Maine. So every week, every
week | would sit down . . . | had the availabildf/a secretary that would do the typing and
mailing from the State House to | don’t know hownya | didn’t count the numbers that |
would send because whatever people showed angshiarwanting any information, | had their
names and address and telephone and that’s thi wagked. So after a while, like Augie says,
the people in the St. John Valley or MadawaskaZn@®avid and Van Buren and Frenchville,
my district, they were amazed at what was goinghdkugusta because they had never heard
any of that information available ahead of timdyestthan what was in the paper and that was
Republican in the first degree. And they playeartgame well, and for a long time that was the
information the population there was getting.

So it became, and that's where Don Nicoll, Don Njdahink they had their office in Bangor
for a while, and they had an office that they wotiddne to, in Presque Isle, that they could
consolidate their work force and their informatfoom other places in the valley where there
was no available office space. So Don Nicoll behmgintellectual of Democrats as we looked
at it then, put information together for, after Bdskie was running for office and ran for office
and won big in the St. John Valley. How in thet ifshe county | don’t remember what the
percentages were . ..

TO: Was this for Senate?

EL: For governor.

TO: Oh, back for governor. Oh, ok.

EL: For governor. But the outcome of the votes a3 John Valley never went below eight
to two or seven to three, and in some cases ewu&sr bigan that. When the elections came out
and you’'d take the counts, the Democrats in thd@in Valley was nothing less than eight to

two, in those days. That was a brand-new organizat

TO: What were the big issues when you were in thisltgre that affected the St. John Valley,
or some of the big issues?

EL: Primarily the organization of the Democrats agdnnterest with the work force, which
was what my entry was with, and helping, helpingriprove the roads that went up to the St.
John Valley. | got to be very familiar with theramissioner of roads and highways. That



worked very well, very well because at least theyenaware of what needed to be done to the
roads that came up the St. John Valley. That ivagtimary thing. And then the labor unions
were able to work in to, with their town committeesll of the towns of the St. John Valley and
also Aroostook County, of what needed to be dorfarass organizational staff to find out how
they can improve their wages, how they can imptbe& work force as well as their
relationship with labor unions.

Mrs. L: The first one, yeah. And he ran, what, two tertisnk.

EL: Yeah, two years.

TO: Is this Frank Rowe?

EL: Frank Rowe, yes, two years.

TO: He was the first person from Madawaska to be a .

Mrs. L: To be a Democratic . . .

TO: When was that?

Mrs. L: Just before him.

TO: Okay, so he kind of rode the Muskie Democraticva.

Mrs. L: He did a lot of arm-twisting to get him to ruedause the school wouldn’t let him go
any more.

EL: They let him run for two terms and they told rafter two terms . ..

Mrs. L: So when Muskie went in, it had to be Frank Ronew, before Frank Rowe, | don’t
know.

EL: It was Michaud. What was her name now? It wa®@an. Jeez.

Mrs. L: Michaud? She was Republican, though.

EL: She was Republican, oh yes. Frank Rowe wasrtddemocrat.

Mrs. L: Yup, first Democrat. And then he did a lot afnawisting here to get him to go.

EL: Yeah, because he was given the understandinghiatvere going to let him go to the
legislature for two terms, two two-year terms. tBat was four years. But after that they would

not give him a leave of absence to leave as a stéacher.

TO: How did the economy of the county change whenwere in the legislature?



EL: Presque Isle Air Force Base, after LimestoneFairce Base, the paper industry as well as
the agricultural industry, was better organizedistribute their product from out of the county.
So that organization put together in those daysyaads was the primary organization, how it all
grew to what it had been for quite a while. Thertsivas Loring Air Force, uh, Presque Isle Air
Force Base.

Mrs. L: Yeah, but that was established during the waeg.h&ou didn’t have anything to do
with that.

EL: 1didn’t say that, | didn’t say that. The econoof Aroostook County is what he wanted to
know.

Mrs. L: Yeah, when you were there.

EL: When | was there. And the economy of Aroostookil@ty was primarily the results of the
Presque Isle Air Force Base, Loring Air Force Baggch they bought land and development . .

TO: Loring or Limestone?

EL: Limestone.

Mrs. L: Same thing.

TO: Oh, the same thing.

Mrs. L: It was called Loring Air Force Base.

EL: Loring was what the name of it was. And it deyeld into a large area which took
contractors, people from Fort Kent to Houlton, fia@rking for contractors in developing Loring
Air Force Base, and also extending the PresqueislEorce Base, which was the interest of the
entire county as far as work force was concerrfdtithe contractors from all over the place
were in such need because it was a big developasdiar as contractors were developing the
land for, they dug holes underground for storageitifary equipment and ammunition. That
was the principal place that they were storing amtian or war material that were unknown to
the rest of the population. That was the develogroéLoring, and they had made up the
military Air Force business at Presque Isle AirdeoBase, which had been established just
before the war. So that was the development obgtapk County. And then the development
of the pulp and paper industry and the woods ojeraivith the logs and everything else, also
became a good organization, because they weraguiinber for distribution not only for
Madawaska mill, but for any of the other paper snilf saw mills anywheres in the state or
anywheres in New England.

TO: Can you tell me a little bit about Elmer Violetldoyd Harding and John Martin, the other
people from Aroostook who were important? Now, evigirey all Democrats?



EL: Uh-hunh. Oh yes, they had to be Democrat. Flégting was just about the key in
Aroostook County, not in the valley, in Aroostookuity.

Elmer Violette was the key for a long time in, stdrin the St. John Valley, from Van Buren.
Then he became a state senator for Aroostook Couiltyer, when he was elected to the
Senate, he had run for the house and he was electdee House, and when he ran for the
Senate was also a leader in the Senate, whichekas/ely unknown to have a Democratic
leader in the state Senate. And Elmer was tharbpad as far as Democrats were concerned.
Elmer was well educated and he had a wife thatweagshelpful to him and concerned of
Aroostook County surviving.

And Floyd Harding was also the senator, Floyd Hagdvas the senator of Presque Isle, and for
all practical purposes, a Democrat from Presque Mhine, was relatively unknown. For
anybody that had the savvy of running for elecasra Democrat in Presque Isle in Aroostook
County at first was relatively unknown. Like the in the valley, the population got used to
their talent and their capability of having googamizational staff to help them in the political
arena. So Floyd was, he was savvy. Well, he wadtarney, so he knew what was in the
political arena by virtue of his understanding dfat/the parties were and what the laws were,
and what they need to do to change the law. Samsetjust a few words in a paragraph makes
an entirely different purpose for that paragrapthat law. And Floyd Harding was very
meticulous in being able to come up with those glearthat were proposed from somebody else
but just a few key words changed made a differeroed Floyd was ideal as far as | was
concerned as a political leader in the Senatebdéame the Senate floor leader and did a good
job in the Senate. And he was very well-liked Ardspoke well. He didn’t have to use any
harsh language to make his point; he made hid pwihe rest of the Senate with distinction,
and they understood exactly what he meant aftdnieewSo when Floyd Harding had the floor
in the Senate, the rest of the Senate knew exatidy he was there for, and how well he
explained his points of view.

TO: What about John Martin and Elmer Violette?

EL: And John Martin, John Martin took my place in theuse. | was elected the majority
leader, the first majority floor leader in the Heusf Representatives, for | don’t know how
many years.

TO: In 1965?

EL: In 1965, when the entire legislature became Deatpwhich was unknown phraseology to
use on the third floor of the State House.

TO: Now, John Reed was governor?
EL: John Reed was governor at the time, yes. And Bdrtin was more or less, of course he

was a young fellow as far as the rest of the Howes® concerned, but he was very smart and he
did his homework. He probably spent as many lamg$at night in the State House where we



had a two-room office as Democrats. And | spesd &don’t know how many hours or many
nights there, and John Martin did. Which he waggle guy and | was married. And he was a
single guy and came to the house at night and wlaske worked and worked and he knew
when he went to the floor of the House he knewgusictly what he was going to talk about and
what he was going to say. Because he workeda night before or two, three nights before.
And that's how John Martin became . . . he wasahy,| don’'t know what do you call, mentor
or ...?

TO: He was younger than you were, wasn't he?
EL: He was my follower | guess.
TO: Protégé.

EL: Protégeé in that language. Because | left, atithe that | left the leadership of the house, |
was elected by the Democrats in the House majtioity leader for the first time that they’ve
had a floor leader in the House. And then thefellowing terms | was the House minority
floor leader for four years.

TO: What do you mean the first time they had a nthg first time the Democrats had a
majority floor leader?

EL: Yeah, in my knowledge.
TO: Yeah, okay, | was just clarifying. It wasn't thest time there was a majority leader.

EL: No, because, you know, forty-five years, fiftyaye before they had a floor leader, they had
Democratic leaders in the legislature. But this wee first time that they had a House majority
floor leader in as many years as forty-five owfiyears. Because I'd have to check what the
records were. And then after ‘64, ‘65, we losta@anity leader in the House and in the Senate,
so | became House minority floor leader for twarter And then that was my ten years. | had
more or less swore to myself that, you know, aftérst started that | was going to run for the
legislature for two years, one term, just to find bow the system functions. | ended up with
doing five terms, ten years. And in that ten-yeanod having been the majority floor leader; in
two terms the minority floor leader, that was st of ten years. And that's when | gave up. |
told the wife and the family that this was goingomthe end of it. And that’'s where John Martin
took over.

TO: What about Elmer Violette?

EL: Elmer Violette was in the Senate and he wasltdue feader for two terms, for one term in
the Senate. And being an attorney also from VamBLhe was very, very conscientious about
his election into office, very conscientious. Awndgented under the Ed Muskie, Ed Muskie
gavel and ways of doing things from the beginnfnfiowed through the St. John Valley
Democrat for the Senate for as many years as h&vwawe liked to, | guess. And he was a
smart Democrat from the valley from day one. Angledy that would come, run for political



office in the St. John Valley and Aroostook Coutlilyst they would stop in Presque Isle and see
Floyd Harding, who was the mighty force as fartes@emocrats were in that part of the
country, and then stop to see Elmer Violette in Bamen. And that’s how the system was
functioning, was through those people for the sihdevelopment of Democrats in Aroostook
County, which was a hard pill to take from day one.

TO: What happened? Why did the Democratic Party tleseseats that made you change from
House majority leader in 1966 into House minorggder? What happened?

EL: Well, we had become Democrat leaders in the $tatese by a very, very small margin in
the first place. And because of that margin beelatively small, it more or less told the
Republicans, “Look, you've lost the offices, thejandy office. So put your act together and
bring your work force as Republicans back to nornfatd bring people for election that are
knowledgeable, so that you won'’t be second harahynof the elections.” And that’s how . . .
We won the majority office by virtue of a very sinalargin and because of who the leaders in
the House and the Senate were, organized to hasterihip in both the House and the Senate
for two years. And then after that of course gtclot of money and the Democrats then did
not have any money to run for office.

TO: One last question, what do you think Ed Muskeggest contribution to the state of
Maine was?

EL: Ed Muskie’s contribution had to be related toknswledge of the system and his
capability of getting people in the House and tkadie to see his point of view in voting,
getting enough votes to support Ed Muskie’s phipdgo his thinking and his working
relationship with the general public. He had sacbklation, a common relationship with the
general public, that nobody that I'm aware of woelen think that Ed Muskie, in those years,
had anything other than full knowledge of the Masgstem. And have elections on things that
they would never have voted for in the legislativanch while the, Ed Muskie was in the State
House, because Ed Muskie was their leader. AEd iMuskie said we needed this for the
development of Maine, not only Aroostook County fautthe development of Maine, that’s
exactly what they voted for. Ed Muskie said ttns tvas going to be something good for
Maine, which they had never heard of before. Akhgudden they had a new goal, they had a
new project to work on. And that's how the devehlgmt was in those days.

TO: All right, thank you.
End of interview.
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