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Transcript

Andrea L'Hommedieu: This is an oral history interview for the EdmuBdMuskie Oral
History Project. Today, this is Andrea L'Hommediand I'm interviewing, can you give me

your -?

Matthew Lifflander;  Matthew Lifflander, L-I-double F as in FrankA-N-D-E-R, Lifflander.

AL:

At the Muskie Archives at Bates College ont8eyper 2nd, the year 2005. And could

you start just by telling me where and when youenssrn?

ML:

AL:

ML:

AL:

ML:

| was born in New York in 1932.

And is that where you grew up?

| grew up in New York, yes.

Right in the city, or on the suburbs?

For the first fourteen years in the city, dimst in the Bronx, then in Queens. And 1947
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we moved to the town of Eastchester in Westché€xtenty. And | was active in, as | got older,

| took an interest in politics, and when | was ¢ggim | became a Democratic Committeeeman,
because my father was the committee man and neeslecbnd committee person in an area that
was all Republicans.

And so | became, | wasn't really active until | gmtaw school with Cornell. There | got very
active in politics, became president of the Corieling Democrats, and as a result of
supporting one of my buddies to become the classigient, when he got elected | became the
official greeter, the social chairman in law schadhich is how | met Ed Muskie.

He had been elected governor of Maine, | believiE9is4, and | was the class of '57 at the law
school. So he was sort of a hero, one of our algngat elected governor of Maine. He was
Democrat. And we invited him to be a speaker atfldw school and he came down with Dick
Dubord, who was then the National Democratic Corg®ihan.

| remember | went to the airport to meet themlittle airport in Ithaca, New York, and they
came in a Maine Air National Guard plane. | was/vmpressed with that. And they came, he
was going to spend the weekend and visit a fewsoblal professors, and | was his guide.

And he, the first thing | remember is how he trdatee as an adult. | was just a kid, as far as |
was concerned. But we went to his hotel room,dtkRick and myself, and ten o'clock in the
morning he opens a bottle of scotch and offers mier&k. Nobody had ever done that before.

And we hit it off just very, very well. And | hadistill have an exchange of correspondence from
the governor. And the following year | graduated avent to work for Averell Harriman, who
was governor of New York, on his staff. And thasithe year Muskie got elected, well two
years later Muskie got elected to the Senate 8in And Maine elections were in the summer
time rather than in November. So | think he gotid in August and he was quite a sensation, a
Democrat from Maine.

And the National Democratic Committee had arrarfgetiim to come to campaign with
Averell Harriman, who was running for reelectiorddrad a large Polish constituency. And of
course Ed was then the Polish national hero. Andids first sent to Buffalo to campaign for
Harriman, and | was to meet him at the airport inafy, and he didn't arrive until about one in
the morning.

And he got off the plane, he was carrying a biddasa that the people in Buffalo gave, the
Polish people, gave him. Averell Harriman had gansleep. And | brought him to the
executive mansion, and I'll never forget the loakloe butler's face when he opened the door,
and there's this great big guy there, | think he waaring a raincoat, and carrying this kielbasa.
And the first thing he says to the butler is, “Heeke this and put it somewhere.” Of course, |
don't think the butler, Averell Harriman's butlegd ever seen a kielbasa.

The next day he came with us campaigning acrosstéte. One of my favorite stories is that we
had an appearance in Troy, New York, and the gavesas going from Troy to Amsterdam on
the state thruway, in his gubernatorial limousided we're half way there when a state trooper



stops us, hands the governor an envelope. Themmvienmediately, who could be rather rude
and abrupt, takes the envelope and starts reading i

And Ed is sitting next to him on the, and I'm ie flamp seat in front, and Harriman's ignoring
Muskie completely. And he leans forward to mesags, “What's he doing?” | said, “Oh, he's
reading his speech for Amsterdam, the next stéyhat do you mean his speech? Where did it
come from?” And so his speaker writer sent it pyeu know, with a trooper, because he was
late getting it done and he knew we'd be on thewhy, you know.

So, you didn't have car phones in those days, dutwad troopers if you were governor of New
York. And he said to me, this is all $oto voce because the governor's busy reading his speech,
and he said, he's got a speechwriter? | saidgbethree of them. Don't you have one,
Governor? He said, “Oh, | don't have a speeclewritwrite my own speeches.”

| said, Governor, do you, and | was a member ofjthesrnor's legal staff of which there were
seven lawyers. | said, “Do you have a legal col¥iskle said, “No,” he said, “if a bill passes
and | need advice | call one of my friends, have ok at it.” | said, “Governor, tomorrow
morning | want you to come over to the capital ltane show you what Gov. Harriman has.”
Because he, you know, he was totally unaware efidimd of thing. And | remember we then,
we did that, and he was flabbergasted to see Whajdvernor of New York had as compared to
what the governor of Maine had.

And the next day we went to the, we went to the [d/Beries game, and he had a great time.
And | took him to the airport, again. | was great taking him to the airport. And we sort of hit
it off. He treated me as | was a contemporary,laedlly wasn't, you know? But we hit it off,
and he was sort of fascinated by the things | whisg about New York politics.

And we stayed in, there was a funny thing happeté¢lde airport. Dick Dubord was with him
again, so | felt | knew him a little bit, too. Argov. Harriman had a guy who used to, he used to
take with him wherever he went. He was just sbd political flunkie. He was not of any
importance, but he was a character, he was a Biadharacter, and he would tell the governor
jokes, and he was a lot of fun.

And nobody ever knew what Joe Tepper's role wasguse he was such a character. | actually
caught him the day we were in Amsterdam with a busfqposed war veterans telling them he
was the lieutenant governor and giving them auggggawhile the governor was speaking.

And Ed and Dick were mystified by this, and | hagkcuse myself to go to the men's room, |
came back and the two of them said, “Matt, we hawesk you a question.” “What is it?”
“What is Joe Tepper?” And | said, | said, “Whatyt think he is? I'll tell you the truth,” |
said, “but you have to tell me what you think hé& iSo Muskie looks at me, he says, “He's a
Ditto Boland, isn't he?” And | said, “You've gotexactly right.” Now, Ditto Boland was a
character in The Last Hurrathe famous book about the Boston politics antbBbland was a
character who stood outside the governor's offieetald everybody what the governor was
saying and thinking, even though he had never betre governor's office.
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So anyway, we hit it off, and then the followinghen he went to the Senate he invited me down
for lunch one day, and | remember him being verseavith Lyndon Johnson, who was then the
majority leader. He was sputtering under his braatd cursing him out. “You know what the
son of a bitch did?” | said, “Well what did he doHe said, he said, “I introduced a Polaski Day
resolution and, “he said, “only last week he hadnee off some important committee | wanted

to be on because | didn't support him on a cediature motion. And now he's punishing me

for that, and yet he has the nerve to come up skdoaco-sponsor my resolution.” Which is a
very interesting story about the kind of guy Lyndlmihnson was and the kind of guy he was.

Anyway, 1968 he gets picked to run for vice presideith Hubert Humphrey, and | was like the
only guy he knew in New York. And George Mitchedlled me, he was then his AA, no, he
was the legislative assistant, Don Nicoll was AAd &e said, “Look, Ed said you would be
helpful” -1 guess | had called him to tell him thdtould you organize a bunch of lawyers to
help write some research for us,” and which we @&d.during that campaign, | was his man in
New York, and he would call me when the campaiga @@ming in.

| remember one time they changed plans and thegektto come to New York on a half a day's
notice, and they asked me could | possibly getlmotens for ninety people, because he was,
you know, the press. | never did this before,lbearned quickly. | called some hotel at the
airport and | told them that | was calling on béludlthe next vice president of the United States,
and they had to empty the hotel to make room fes¢hpeople. And they did. | was amazed at
my power.

After the campaign was over, | sort of stayed ircto And many people involved in politics
thought that Ed should have been on the top dfitket. He made such a great impression, you
know, with his Lincoln like stature and the waydpoke, and he was just great. And a bunch of
people started urging him to run, and there wasallggroup of his friends, Cy Vance was one
of them, Averell Harriman was another one, BerlriBard was one, and | was part of that group.
There were seventeen people, | can't rememberalieand we had a meeting in Washington. |
think it was at Berl's house, with Ed, and we @lltithim why he should run for president. He
went around the room, asked everybody. | rememberell Harriman saying, | don't, who was
then probably in his seventies, “I don't want te @hile Nixon's in office, and you're the only
person who can do something about it.”

And we thought we'd be the natural heirs to the pluray supporters. Of course at the time, the
anti war movement was building up, Eugene McCavthg running around New Hampshire.

We were all people who were more conservative, aupg the president, and anyway, we, Jack
Valenti was part of the group. We started to aralyand he said, “Well,” he said, “I don't know
if we can raise the money. Why don't you do a let@lg

So we did a budget in a period of two or three wedWy recollection was the original budget
was for seven million dollars, in today's termsouYknow how silly that is, but it was realistic
then. And we presented it to him, and he nevewared the question. Weeks and weeks went
by and he didn't, wouldn't tell us if he was goiagun.



And | remember conversations with Don Nicoll andrvBerl Bernhard, and | said, “Well, didn't
you guys ask him?” “Oh, he just keeps avoiding And finally, he was going to take a trip to
England, | was, | had business in England, andsl gaang to meet the plane again. | was
always meeting planes, apparently. And it wasedjtbat Berl and Don would pin him down on
that trip. He was going to have to give an answerd I'm anxiously there, | meet the plane and
grab Berl and Don and | said, “What happened? Witahe say?” “We couldn't get him to give
us an answer.” “You have to fly back with him, atslup to you to get the answer.” | said,
“Why me?” He says, “Because he doesn't treat faustaff. He treats the rest of us like staff;
maybe he'll level with you.”

We spent a delightful few days in England, he mig&t Wr. Heath, he met with the Chancellor
of the Exchequer. | accompanied him to that meeting we flew back together. Oh, I left out
the funny story about the suits. Well, I'll comah to that.

We're on the plane, I'm sitting next to him on plene, he's getting a little annoyed because |
was flirting with one of the stewardesses, andolgtme to behave myself. And then he, | said,
“Ed, you've got to make a decision. We did what gaial, we prepared a budget, it's a very
proper one.” | said, “Ed, you got to shit or g#ttbe pot.” | was one of the few people who
could talk to him that way, apparently.

And he looked at me and he said, “Matt, they demterstand. You know how much my
campaigns have cost.” Over the years | was alwagisus about what are the costs of running
for governor of Maine, and he told me it was fdhitgusand dollars, and he spent fifty thousand
running for Senate. You know, in New York this webbe unheard of, you see? You couldn't
run a statewide campaign for less than a milliolad® even then. Today it's fifty million.

But he said, “Matt, you know what my campaigns cagtey don't understand this. Where am |
going to get the kind of money you guys are talkabgut?” | said, “Ed, the people I've been
introducing you to in New York for the last two yed whenever he came to New York | would
bring him to some political things, he'd be invitedspeak, and | would see to it that he met
some of the real movers and doers. | said, “Thilygwe you the money.” He says, “How do
you know that?” | said, “I know it because | knexat they've done in the past for other
people.” And | mentioned certain names to hinsaitl, “These guys are, you know, big givers.”
| said, “If you would give me permission to speaktiem and tell them why I'm doing this, and
get their commitments, | will be able to prove tlis/ou.” He says, “How much do you think
you could raise?” | said, “I could raise a hunditeausand dollars in two weeks.” I'd never
raised any money before. So he said, “Really? tnk?” “Yes.” He said, “All right, you

have my permission.” Which is all I achieved oattplane ride.

Within two weeks | had raised commitments of a eddand twenty five thousand dollars.
Very easily. Abe Feinberg, who was a major contob to Harry Truman, to Hubert Humphrey.
| knew liked him, he had met him. | went to Abeldre said to me, you have eighty thousand
dollars, but | can't give it to you until Octobaext October. This was November. That's
another funny story.



| went to the Tishes, Bob Tish and Larry Tish. ykeemmitted to twenty-five thousand. | went
to a banker | knew who committed to fifteen, | wemArnold Picker, who later became his
major, | don't know whether you've spoken to Arnlold, no, | guess Arnold's passed on, but
Arnold was a major Hollywood figure, one of the malkers of United Artists, he agreed to give
twenty-five thousand. So we had the money, andritvand reported back to him.

He had promised me, he said, “If you can do tHisdll a meeting and we'll make the decision.”
Which he did, and he called a meeting of the grayggin, he had somebody else do something
similar in Washington who came back with the saaport, so he now realized he could raise
the money. | spent most of the campaign as hef éindraiser in the northeast, doing this, and
we raised lots of money. It wasn't any troublsireg money.

Funny story on that, and I'll come back and tell gbout the suits. The, getting cash in those
days was totally legal. There was no reportingnd Ahad forgotten about the eighty thousand
that Abe Feinberg had promised me, and he wasyagkable guy and it comes October, the
following year, he calls me up. This was OctolFér '“Matt, | have something for you. Would
you come down to my office?” His office is in tfagties on Fifth Avenue. | get down to his
office and he hands me an envelope with eightysaod dollars in cash. | had never seen
anything like that in my life.

And it just so happened, Muskie was in New YorK tey for a speech. Don Nicoll was with
him, Don may deny this, but it's true. It was petly, incidentally. And | remember walking up
Fifth Avenue with the envelope in my inside coatket, holding my chest all the way up to the
Hotel Pierre. And | said, Don, I'm going to giveuysomething. It's your problem what you do
with it. And | gave him the envelope. | don'trtkihe had ever seen that before either.

The suits are a funny story. Gayle Cory, who visgsgovernor's long time secretary and a really
solid lady from Maine, called me one day, after¢henpaign had gotten underway and was
getting these television-. Well actually beforeeially heated up, when he was getting looked at,
you know, he had made the great speech in 197dédDemocrats which captured everybody's
heart, and he was getting television invitatioAsid she says, “Matt, you got to do something
for us.” I said, “What?” “You got to talk to Edaut his suits.” | said, “What do you mean, talk
to him about his suits?” “Well, you know how heesses.” He'd wear brown suits and green
suits, and he goes on television and he doesrgt aest on.

| saw the picture, the portrait there, that's ohthe suits | eventually got him. And he says,
“You're always so well dressed.” | was then a ficag lawyer, traveling the world,
international lawyer and so everybody thought | wasetty smooth character, | guess. And |
said, “Okay, let me see what | can do.”

So next time | saw him | said, “Ed, you know, | sgeu on television, you were great,” | said,
“but you don't look like a president's supposebbok. You got to start wearing a vest.” “I hate
vests.” “You got to start wearing a vest, believe.” He said, “Well where am | going to get a
vest?” | said, “I have this wonderful tailor in hdon who comes, and you see this suit, and he
measures you in New York and then comes back taite he sends you the suit.” “Well, let's
giveitatry.”



So when the tailor came to New York, Ed came upgotdneasured for the suits. And he was
grumbling all the time, “My father's a tailor. | &w how to dress.” And he dressed like, you
know, as far as the world was concerned, he lotikech country bumpkin from Maine. You

can see some, that picture up there, that spdjde's wearing was so typical. And it was part
of his charm.

So we were in London on that trip | told you abaurtgd he went to the tailor to pick up the suits.
And | remember picking up a suit of my own and aogriback with it on the plane. And

because | was with him, instead of just wearingsilie! declared it, because | didn't want any
trouble for the next president of the United Stayes know. | remember he was very annoyed
at that. But, and of course he had Congressianalgge. He didn't have to go through customs.
But, so he wore those suits all through the cammpaigd | guess later when he became secretary
of state he started wearing them again.

But when the campaign was over, weeks after, | nebeg seeing him in, at a party in
Washington, and he called me over across the ranthhe's standing there in his brown suit and
he says, “Look, | don't have to wear those thingsraore,” you know, he was very proud of his
brown suit. But that was the kind of thing thaéimember about him.

AL:  What were some of the impressions or last@ogltections you have of his character and
personality?

ML:  Well, he was extremely cautious, thoughtiide always saw both sides of an issue. He
once told me, “Nothing's black and white, it'sgaiy,” you know. And as a candidate, while
those who appreciated it felt very comfortable viiftbecause they felt this was a man who
thought things through, in trying to get headlimdgen the race became competitive, and Hubert
Humphrey, who was a, you know, always emoting aadlevsay almost anything, it was hurting
us. So that was one of the things.

| remember, and this is an interesting story alblo@ifamous crying incident. We were
concerned that he wasn't, he didn't appear to lmti@mal enough. He was a very cool character
in some ways. Which was inspiring for those whallyecared, but the public wanted to see,
especially remember the Vietnam, anti-Vietham maosetmvas starting, and there was lots of
bellicosity. And | remember him once saying teparter from théoston Globe, who said, he
said, “Senator, you don't seem to cry about angthilAnd he said to that reporter, | was sitting
in on this interview, “I cry on the inside, you fudon't see it.”

But this was sort of a problem, because Hubert Husypwould shed tears in public. And that
was his rival, because we thought Humphrey wagoiotg to run and we were, we were the
natural heirs to his constituency, but when heediaio run he was dividing our support.

When the, the day the famous crying incident hapgewhen he was campaigning in New
Hampshire, you know, where he -?



AL: At theUnion Leader?

ML:  AttheUnion Leader. | was home sick that day with a virus, and | eember Berl

Bernhard calling me at home and saying, “Matt,greatest thing happened.” “What?” “Ed

cried in public.” | said, “Oh, that's great.” Weought that was wonderful, you see, because that
would show he had some emotions, and it had toittotive Union Leader picking on Jane.

For the first couple days we thought it was prgtiyat. About two days later, the press started to
turn it into a sign of some weakness or emotionstiability. And | saw Ed in New York three
days later at a fundraiser, and | went up to hisaidl, “Ed, what happened?” And | must say
that we still didn't know that it was good or badde, Berl and | and everybody else around him
thought it was good. And he said to me, and | lrewezy reason to believe him, he said, “Matt, |
did not cry,” he said. “l was upset, and the smweas coming down and hit my face, and what
they saw as tears was just snowflakes dripping dowifiace.” He told me this. | can't believe

he would lie to me and not tell me the truth, beseawe had been through lots of things in this
campaign.

And | think it's important that people know thatrst | don't know if you ever heard it before
from anybody else, but that was his explanationtfo hat, to this day, whenever you hear
about the Muskie campaign, that's the first thing fiear about. Which shows you how
ridiculous the American public can be, and howaudbus politics can be, and the media and,
you know, it's -

(Telephone interruption.)
AL: Keep going. We were talking -

ML:  We were talking about the crying incident, &osv that was so distorted and became so
important in the history of the campaign that wasisfair, | thought. And the fact that it still
persists, you know. | don't know whether, I'm softeer people must have discussed it with you
who were there at the, | don't know -

AL:  Yeah, it was one of those things where, yoovkrit, even if you look at the tape, you
can look at the tape today, and it's very har@to And so you either take his word for it, or,
you know, it's very hard to know.

ML:  Did he say what I told you, elsewhere?

AL: | do notrecall if we have that on tape inihigrviews, if we asked that specifically. But,
yeah, | mean | know from talking to others who welgsse to him, as you were, that they said
that he said he didn't cry. So it's an interesting

ML:  And we were wishing that he would, you knowgttwas the funny part of it. But that's
one of those things. | don't attribute his losthet. | attribute his loss of the nominationtie t
fact that Hubert Humphrey got into the race whebaaly expected he would, and he stayed in
and we were splitting the constituency with thelédirwing of the party, and unfortunately



George McGovern got the nomination.

AL:  Did you have a sense of that primary, in teof$luskie was having to run against other
Democrats, and in terms of fundraising? Did youagkeeling for how, what his feelings were
about fundraising? Did he like fund raising?

ML:  Oh, he hated it. He hated fundraising. Heldiwtimake the phone, you know. | did a

lot of work the following election cycle for Scodpckson who was, we also became very close.
He loved, and he didn't love fundraising but he hagbroblem doing it. He would call anybody
you asked him to call, you'd say, “Scoop, hergjayawho might give you money, or will give it,
call, he'd call him up and he chat him up and Hde'dery well.” And most successful

fundraising candidates are willing to do that, imatny candidates, like Ed, hate fundraising.

And unfortunately, in today's world, candidates trayend an awful lot of time. Senator
Schumer, he'll call anybody for fundraising. Edswat comfortable doing that. He was reticent,
he was shy, if you will, and it was painful to dp@tn. We would give him a list of ten people to
call today, because that was part of it. And hghincall two of them.

| remember one day saying to him, we were in allmotam in New York, and | was so frustrated
because | had all these people kind of expectiagdli. And | said, “Ed, look,” | said, “I've
known you well enough now, | can imitate you pretil.” | says, “Why don't you let me call
these people” -- | would never do anything withbist permission — “let me call people and say
it's you and at leasufintelligible phrase).” And he thought about it seriously for aboubtw
minutes, and he said, he said, “No, | don't thirédt wwould work because what if | meet them
somewhere else and they say something about atelegonversation, and | don't remember
what | said.” So we scratched that idea, but yohtell you that story because it was so
frustrating to try to get him, he hated to do it.

AL: Do you know what it was about it that he ditikk? Did he ever express that to you?

ML: | think that he did not like being a supplitaio, he didn't, | mean I, though I'm
surmising that, it was so obvious to me that it wamful for him, | understood that. | think he
just didn't like being a supplicant, and I'm noteshe liked all the people that he had to ask. I'l
tell you a great story.

| did recruit Arnold Picker tounintelligible phrase), Arnold was a very wealthy man and was
able to devote almost all of his time to fundragsiar us, and they became very close. And one
day Arnold said to me, “I met a guy,” | forget Imame, “just sold his business, likes Muskie,
and if we introduce him he'll give us twenty-filetsand dollars, and maybe we can even get
him to work in the campaign.” He said, “Would yoe willing to have Muskie meet him?” |
said, “Yeah, sure.” So, | says, “You've checked but?” “Yeah, he's a good guy. He sold his
business, legitimate guy.”

So we set, Ed was in town to make a speech at afratic dinner, and we had this guy come
up to Arnold's apartment on 72nd Street while Ed getting ready, about to get ready for
dinner. And he, this guy makes a pitch to himsaiel, “Senator, I,” incidentally, | frequently
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call him governor even though he was senator bedag®nce. | was at the airport with him
once and, right after he was elected, and oneedditttine ticket guys said, called him governor,
and he said, “Oh, | guess | should call you serfatdnd Ed said, “No, you can continue calling
me governor.” And he said, “You know, there's diifty of them and there's a hundred
senators”. So | always called him governor becatiseught he liked it better.

But anyway, this guy says to him, “Senator, | neéike you, | like everything | read about you,
and | want you to know that I just sold my businé$sgve a non-compete covenant, | can't do
any work, I'm willing to make a major contributiom you, which he had already told us would
be twenty-five thousand which was a huge contrdsuin those days, and I'm willing to spend
my time working for you.” Ed said, “Well that's wderful, I'm so delighted to hear it, it's a
pleasure meeting you.” And then, and the guy $&idt there's only one thing, there's a quid
pro quo.”

Muskie just sat up in his chair, | mean he was, lleewas shocked at this. And he said, “Well
what is it?” And he said, “Well | would expect thiyou're successful, | will be named a
United States ambassador. Not to any big couptsyto a small country like Holland or
Belgium.” Muskie looked at this guy and he saidy:*So-and-so,” | really can't remember his
name, “I have been told this would happen to mejtmever has until now. And | can't make

make you that promise.” And now, he said, “If yloexcuse me, | have to get dressed for
dinner.” And he grabs my arm and he says, “Getduinof here, get him out of here.”

| mean, he was so turned off and disgusted bygtinys which was kind of, | mean, the reason |
adored him so, having been around politics and sedaw people with his real standard of
quality, and knowing he would always stand up tdahdoright thing. That was part of his
attitude toward fundraising, you asked me abouNib, he did not like doing it. | don't think he
particularly liked some of the people he met. dwr took the view myself, | would not take
money from or bring people to him who | thought waany way unsavory.

| had one guy who offered to, took me aside atnafaising party and said, “I'll raise all the
money he needs.” | said, “How?” He said, “You ebamd see me.” So | came and see him the
next week, and | said, he said, he repeated himipey and | said, “How are you going to do it?”
He said, “Same way | did for Nixon,” he said, “fa@pe governments.” “Oh really?” “Yeah,” he
said, “I can raise seven or eight million dollaal,you need, | did it for Nixon, I'll do it for m.

All I require is that you set up a meeting with imésaid, “I'll let you know.”

And of course | never got back. | wouldn't expBseMuskie to this guy, he would have, he'd
have been pretty mad. So you do meet peopleHie tAs a matter of fact, when it was all over,
the State Democratic chairman asked me to becoenenimce chairman of the New York State
Democratic Party, and | said, “Joe, I'll do it ameccondition.” Having seen what Ed Muskie
went through, and the agony, | said, “I will only d if you'll, if the State Democrats will

support a campaign finance reform bill, so thatgieng becomes transparent.” And he said, “I
couldn't agree with you more,” and we actually webwip writing the law for New York as a
result of that. But that was his view of it, amal he did not like fundraising at all.



AL:  Now, your official title during the campaigrag?

ML.: | was the treasurer of the New York campaigmmittee, and | was the, my official title,
| was the regional finance director for the norted was supposed to get people working on
other fund raising efforts.

AL:  And with a legal background as well?

ML:  Well, I'm a lawyer, I'm a lawyer. | actuatlyok a year off. | had gone into a business
which | had sold the year before and | had a liitteof money left, and | decided | would take a
year off and work full time at this, which | did tilrthe convention. And I had a, | actually had a
staff of four people working on fundraising outtbé New York office.

Of course at the end of the campaign we had nathing | was the treasurer and | had to file all
the reports, and that led to a major almost scamelzuse the Watergate committee, trying to
balance the record were looking for something orskfeiand on Humphrey, and there were
some questionable contributions that were madeypjormer employer, the Hertz Corporation,
and all this was written up, and they investigaiadreports, and they were confused by them.

And, you know, this was the first time anybody hadeport under the new laws. And if you
read the Watergate committee report, the finalngyou'll see something called "The Muskie
Campaign" and it's very confusing. And it's a veoyfusing report. You can't tell exactly what
they're accusing us of or how it came out, becawessucceeded in blocking it. It had nothing to
do with me, but | was a source of information, &ndas a disaster.

But we had run a very legitimate campaign, withagyeople. And, you know, I think if it had, |
personally think if it hadn't been for the facttthlubert Humphrey tried to get the nomination
again, we probably would have succeeded. Maybgbenaot. | mean the anti-war movement
was growing from '70 to '72 as this was going ol Bluskie was a, kind of a middle-of-the-
roader, and he tried to be supportive of the Jamasiministration. And the, you know, there
were the famous incidents where the kids had aingdld him, and he invited them up to speak,
during the campaign. It was very exciting.

It was the kind of thing he did. He was wise, reswmarter than most. And sometimes he
suffered from being too thoughtful, you know, piokily so.

| should say that four years later, when Jimmy &agbt the nomination, | went, | was, the
convention was in New York City, and | went arodadee him. He was staying in New York at
the Gotham Hotel. And much to my surprise, he ¢iwahat he was being considered for the
vice presidential nomination, and he was very gsaged when, he had been led to believe by
Carter that he would have a very good chance oighstlected.

And | remember spending a few hours with him at@Go¢ham, and waiting for Jimmy to
announce his choice. And | then went three bl@skay to see Senator Jackson, who | was also
very close with. And he, too, was under the imgi@sthat he was being considered. He had
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actually been sent to Bethesda, Maryland by thsigeatial campaign to get a physical to make
sure he was up to the job.

So here are these two guys who | know, and adroitfe d&if them, both thinking they're about to
be selected and of course it was a treacheroug that Carter had done to try to, at the last
minute he was concerned there'd be some last mefiae for Muskie or for Jackson who had
their own followings, you know, so he let them btimk that they were being considered. And
of course he selected Walter Mondale.

| don't, that wasn't the last time | saw Ed. | $am, he came to New York for Averell
Harriman's funeral and called me, and | went toftimeral with him and we had dinner, we had
lunch afterwards at the University Club. And, bremember telling him | had voted for Ronald
Reagan. | was so angry. See, | didn't forgivaeZdor what he did to my friends Muskie or
Jackson, and | also thought that Carter had screyvedde Democratic party terribly by being so
ineffective, and | was really angry at him and tecdfor Ronald Reagan.

| remember Ed bawled me out. “How could you vatethat man? Don't you realize he's just
an actor? He doesn't have a brain in his head.wére fooled by him.” Oh, he really lectured
me on that. And | think that was the last timawsim. | never, | just don't remember anything
after that.

| think those stories I've told you are a goodghsinto what he was like, and I'm sure that other
people who knew him must have said similar thinBecause he was a very, he was consistent,
you know, he wasn't one thing to one person, oimg io another.

AL: Did you over time and working on the campaigiits him ever get a sense that he was
frustrated with his lack of personal time to hinfi@éVas that an issue that came up?

ML:  Oh, he was always mumbling about that. Yoovkn mean, | didn't have much
sympathy for it because | had been in enough cagnpaind | knew that once you get into this
thing you got to go all the way. Now, some peaptrild say, and have said, that he was lazy.
He wasn't lazy. It was his style, it was his pactink it was a difference of being from Maine
and being from New York, or some other places, kfwaw, or Texas. But he was constantly
grumbling about that, yeah, he would grumble. Andver took it seriously because he always
wound up doing the right thing. But he didn't,fak, and all candidates feel they're over
scheduled.

The ideal candidate is the one who says to his agngeam, “I'll just do whatever you tell me.”
That's the ideal candidate as far as the campaa@agsionals are concerned. But Muskie wasn't
that kind of guy, and he was very much his own iaxah he would like to live his own life, and
his bacon better be very crisp in the morning, mtise he would be carrying on about his
bacon, you know, and his bourbon at night ancha! $tuff.

But | think that he did grumble about the time werevall imposing on him, and | thought, you
want to run for president, that's the deal. Yealon't think it was a, | suspect that some people
who got into the campaign just as professionalbout really knowing him, or because of their



admiration for him, probably complained about tinatrdinately. That's what | suspect.

AL:  Are there things that | haven't asked you &btuskie that you feel is important to add
before we end?

ML:  No, I mean this is a subject I've given |dtshought to, and I've had lots of occasions to
tell people about and, you know, I think I've hiad bpportunity to, in terms of my small
knowledge of him, in the sense of many other peapile were with him much more than | was
and much closer to him. | had the unusual oppdstio observe him from a perspective of
having seen other public men and candidates, aig respect almost everything | saw about
him. | guess everything | saw about him.

He wasn't the ideal candidate, you know, he wasmtebody who would say things because
they would get him votes. But that was what madedo attractive to me. You really felt he
had a standard, and you could rely on him.

| think I've been able to get out everything | hdbpe contribute to your effort here.

AL:  Great, thank you very much.

ML:  Thank you, thanks for the opportunity. | didexpect that.

End of Interview
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