Bates College

SCARAB

Edmund S. Muskie Oral History Collection Muskie Archives and Special Collections Library

10-16-2003

Mackey, Joseph A, Jr. oral history interview

Andrea LHommedieu

Follow this and additional works at: https://scarab.bates.edu/muskie_oh

Recommended Citation

LHommedieu, Andrea, "Mackey, Joseph A., Jr. oral history interview" (2003). Edmund S. Muskie Oral
History Collection. 231.

https://scarab.bates.edu/muskie_oh/231

This Oral History is brought to you for free and open access by the Muskie Archives and Special Collections Library
at SCARAB. It has been accepted for inclusion in Edmund S. Muskie Oral History Collection by an authorized
administrator of SCARAB. For more information, please contact batesscarab@bates.edu.


https://scarab.bates.edu/
https://scarab.bates.edu/muskie_oh
https://scarab.bates.edu/archives
https://scarab.bates.edu/muskie_oh?utm_source=scarab.bates.edu%2Fmuskie_oh%2F231&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://scarab.bates.edu/muskie_oh/231?utm_source=scarab.bates.edu%2Fmuskie_oh%2F231&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:batesscarab@bates.edu

Interview with Joseph A. Mackey, Jr. by Andrea L’'Hommedieu
Summary Sheet and Transcript

Interviewee
Mackey, Joseph A., Jr.

Interviewer
L’'Hommedieu, Andrea

Date
October 16, 2003

Place
Augusta, Maine

ID Number
MOH 411

Use Restrictions

© Bates College. This transcript is provided fatiuidual Research Purposes Onlyfor all

other uses, including publication, reproduction godtation beyond fair use, permission must
be obtained in writing from: The Edmund S. Muskieves and Special Collections Library,
Bates College, 70 Campus Avenue, Lewiston, Mair#04018.

Biographical Note

Joseph A. Mackey, Jr. was born in Providence, Risldad on July 22, 1947. His father,
Joseph Mackey, was an attorney, and his mothemg&der Mackey, was a teacher. At the time
of this interview in 2003, she was 93 years ola dttended the University of Pennsylvania and
received his degree in English Literature. Mackeywed to Maine in 1970, and later went to
law school at the University of Maine in 1973. Werked on many Democratic campaigns in
the state of Maine, and also worked on the presalé@ampaign of Jimmy Carter.

Scope and Content Note

Interview includes discussions of: family politigglitics concerning the Vietnam War; Jimmy
Carter presidential campaign; Ken Curtis; Cartggesanut people”; John Martin; Maine State
Legislature; term limits; George Mitchell; MuskiadaCarter campaigns working together; Ed
Muskie; legal counsel to the Maine Senate; Ch&tagy; Louis Jalbert; Larry Benoit; Muskie in
Portland, Maine; Jane Muskie; and Bob Monks.

Indexed Names



Benoit, Larry

Brennan, Joseph E.

Carter, Jimmy, 1924-

Cohen, William S.

Conley, Gerry

Curtis, Kenneth M., 1931-

Humphrey, Hubert H. (Hubert Horatio), 1911-1978
Jacobs, Charlie

Jalbert, Louis

King, Martin Luther, Jr., 1929-1968

Mackey, Joseph A., Jr.

Mackey, Margaret

Martin, John

McAleney, Mary

McKernan, John

Merrill, Phil

Mills, Janet

Mitchell, Ann

Mitchell, George J. (George John), 1933-
Mitchell, Jim

Monks, Bob

Muskie, Edmund S., 1914-1996

Muskie, Jane Gray

Nixon, Richard M. (Richard Milhous), 1913-1994
Oliver, John

Pray, Charlie

Smith, Margaret Chase, 1897-1995
Stevenson, Adlai E. (Adlai Ewing), 1900-1965
Tierney, James

Zendzian, Paul

Transcript

Andrea L'Hommedieu: This is an interview with Joe Mackey at his offiat 185 State Street
in Augusta on October the 16th, the year 2003,thisds Andrea L'Hommedieu. If you could
just start by giving me your full name and spelling

Joseph Mackey: It's Joseph Mackey, it's M-A-C-K-E-Y.

AL: And where and when were you born?

JM: | was born in Providence, Rhode Island, 1947.

AL: And the date?



JM:  July 22nd.

AL: And is that where you grew up?

JM: | grew up, | spent the first sixteen years e¢her

AL: And what brought you to Maine?

JM: | came in Maine, to Maine in 1970. | was jast of college and | was looking for an
alternative service job for, | was applying as asmentious objector during the Vietnam era.
And ended up finding a job here and ended up sgayin

AL: Was there anything that connected you with Mdiefore coming?

JM: Not really, not really. | had a couple frienglso came up here after college and so |
came, it was a place to go at the time and | walsylenough to find a job doing that so it just
sensibly worked out.

AL: And what was it like growing up in Providencetie fifties and sixties?

JM: It was an interesting place. There was aflaictivities, a lot of school activities. It was
pretty active a place. Most of my activities weemtered around school. Interesting place, quite
a bit of sports, | played football and hockey aaddball. And it was, you know, a good group
of people | think that | was with so it was a rgajbod time growing up.

AL: What were your parents' names and their octupsit

JM: My father was Joseph A. Mackey, and he's ad¢aygnd my mother is Margaret Mackey
and she's a teacher. She's still alive, she'syrtheee.

AL: And do they still live, does she still live Rhode Island?

JM: ltis kind of interesting; she lives on the sastreet that | grew up on as a kid. They built
an assisted living project on the hill that | usedlide on as a kid and so she's right there, you
know, a quarter of a mile from where | grew up.

AL: And so did your dad's profession have a bearing/hat you wanted to do?

JM: It most likely did at some point. | kind ofaays thought, I'm the last of, I'm the youngest
of three children and the two others are lawy@rs, $0 it obviously did. And | sort of resisted
going to law school for a while and then ended oinglit anyway.

AL: Now, you went to college where?

JM:  Went to the University of Pennsylvania, Philatié.



AL: And you majored in?

JM:  English literature.

AL: And then on, you went to law school eventually.
JM: 1 went to law school at the University of Maine

AL: And when did you first start feeling you hadiaterest in politics? Was it the Vietnam
era or before that?

JM: My father had run once for mayor of Provideaoe he ran once for attorney general in
Rhode Island, so I think that's where the origstalt came.

AL: So were you involved helping your father inga@ampaigns?

JM: No, | was pretty young at the time so | wasgslly involved in that, but it was always,
politics were always the talk of the house.

AL: Do you remember any of the political convermaithat stick out in your mind?

JM: 1don't remember any particular ones but | kmowfather really couldn't stand Richard
Nixon and he was a big Adlai Stevenson fan. Dikiketthe Kennedys too much, either, that
was interesting, he didn't really like them. HesvaaStevenson supporter back in | think it was,
1956 and '60.

AL: And so would you characterize your parentstigally as middle of the road Democrats?
JM: 1 kind of think so, yeah, fairly much middle thie road Democrats. My mother used to
switch parties every so often but, not really gartout votes, and my father was a pretty hard
core Democrat, but on the conservative side oDidamocratic Party.

AL: During those years, in the fifties in Rhodeatal, had you ever heard of Ed Muskie?
JM: | probably had not.

AL: So you came to Maine and went to law schoalhat year?

JM:  Well, | came to Maine in 1970 and | started &shool in '73.

AL: And at that time you were pretty much agaihetYietham War.

JM:  Yup.

AL: Passively, or were you -?



JM: 1 was relatively active, in anti-war protestaidhings like that.
AL: Do you recall any specific instances?

JM:  Oh, | went down with Abby Hoffman to the Perdagvhen we tried to levitate it one
year, with a large group of people, and | went dowwmas down to the Martin Luther Kind
speech. And those are the two big ones | thirdnlremember.

AL: So you went to law school at the UniversityMaine. Was there any, | know there are
quite a, there's sort of a famous, pretty famoosigof people that went to law school at the
University of Maine in the seventies.

JM: | guess quite a few. Jock McKernan was thémetrlying to think who was there also in
the seventies, there was, well quite a few people, danet Mills was in my class. And you had
Kathy Moynihan who's now working for Gov. Baldag@s in our class, too. Early seventies,
Joe Brennan was there a little earlier, he may lgatten out in the sixties. And a series of
legislators who've gone through there, too.

AL: Jim Tierney.

JM: Jim Tierney, that's right, Jim was a couplergedead of me | think. Phil Merrill who
ran for governor and the senate once, was | tlairjlear or two ahead of me.

AL: Did you have, did you feel that your time a aine law school was, had a lot of
political interest around it?

JM: No, not terribly. 1 mean, it was during thertsof the Vietham, the end of the Vietham
War and there were a lot of people who were kinohiddenced | think by that period, who were
there. But my, in fact in '72 before | went théreas a McGovern supporter over Muskie in
1972. Didn't really know Ed Muskie at the time aindGovern was the, sort of the most anti
war of the candidates.

AL: Okay, so that, the candidates' stance on tem&im War did you feel played a big role in
your -?

JM: There was no question, no question about thhatas a defining time for people. And
Muskie was running with Hubert Humphrey | believéhe time, and we went to some
Democratic, the convention, and it was, there wias af testiness there between the traditional
Maine Democrats and then the newer people who agreng in who were largely motivated
by the anti-war sentiment.

AL: Now, are you thinking of '72 when he was rugrfior the presidential nomination, or '68
when he was running for vice president?

JM:  In'72,'72, yeah.



AL: And | think that was the year they wanted, s@@eple at the conference wanted to have
him as the favorite son.

JM:  Yes.
AL: Do you remember that term being used?

JM: Yes, and the anti war folks that | was with &zeruch more convinced that we ought to
have somebody who was of an anti-war candidate.

AL: Do you have recollections of Ken Curtis?

JM: 1didn't have any real recollections of Kerireg time. | know him now because he is the,
the Public Affairs Group where | work is a subsigliaf Curtis Thaxter Stevens Broder &
Micoleau, so.

AL: Oh, okay, so you didn't -?

JM: 1 knew of Ken, I really didn't know him well.didn't get to know him really until the '76
campaign.

AL:  And that was for Jimmy Carter?
JM:  Jimmy Carter.
AL: You were helping in Maine to organize?

JM: 1 was the field director for the Maine parttbé Jimmy Carter campaign, and | worked
with Marty Rogarth, who was the campaign manager.

AL: And what were your experiences like during tenpaign, what did you do?

JM:  Well, | was, we got started somewhat late imseof the actual, it was after | got out of
school, | graduated in '76 and | think we start@metime in July, the campaign office. So we
had to put together sort of an entire volunteeugiog and do all the stuff you have to do,
arrange all the phones, get the printing out, &edetwas a little less of a media emphasis then
than there is now. So we had to put togetheraos@ampaign from scratch, and it was an
enjoyable time. Marty Rogarth is one of my fawieople, and we both were very different
folks but we got along pretty well. Marty was, &svthe night person, Marty was the morning
person.

AL: And you said you got to know Ken Curtis at ttiaie. What was his role?
JM:  Well, he was, I'm trying to think what he wasrdy. He was Carter's campaign chair |

think in Maine. And he later then became, no, M&s, | think he was, Ken was then, went to
the, became chair of the Democratic National Cotemit believe after Carter was elected, and



then he became ambassador to Canada. But Kenfwasdof his | think from his days as
governor, he knew Jimmy from the Democratic Govesn@onference and they became good
friends and he was the, sort of the leading Caxteson in Maine at the time.

AL:  Now, during that campaign, Senator Muskie wiadbe@same time running for reelection
to the Senate. Did you, did your campaigns cress anywhere?

JM:  Very much. They were upstairs in the buildindpelieve we were on the, | can't
remember, we were on the, 22 Monument Square, we avethe third floor, they were on the
fifth or fourth or sixth, | can't really remembeBut, so we worked a lot of things together, you
know, we would do some events together and thearidsthe election generally the campaign
staff kind of divided up, and we ran a coordinatathpaign for getting out the vote. And I, my
responsibility was, towards the end of the campaigas Portland. But my good friend Mary
McAleney did sort of all the surrounding towns froinere. And so we sort off of our individual
campaigns and all worked together on the joint cagp

AL: And | understand that you sort of first met gad involved at the Democratic
headquarters on Ocean Street in South Portlaridihki, Pat was saying -

JM: No, no, that doesn't ring a bell. The Demacra¢adquarters was actually in Portland.
There probably was a South Portland office.

AL: That's probably what she meant.
JM: And that's where | may have met Pat at the.time
AL: Yeah, maybe that's what she was referringhtad then this came later.

JM:  Well, it was about the same, no, it was ablbetsame time. No, | met Pat during that
campaign.

AL: And Mary McAleney, you mentioned her a minuge,ado you remember the story about
her taking Charlie Jacob's place?

JM: 1don't remember, | didn't know that, at thdj but she was, she sort of was roughly the
equivalent of what | was doing. She had, for Maskiut she had York and Cumberland
counties which were the most populous countie$/axy and | worked together a lot on
organizing during that time.

AL: Did you have a chance to observe or meet SeNaiskie during that 76 period?
JM: Yeah, but not very often. | mean, we knew eattler and we'd say hello, but | spent my
time doing things with Carter. Most of the storidmow about Muskie came either sort of

through Phil or Mary, at least amusing ones anyway.

AL: Do you have any Carter stories?



JM: 1 didn't, well, there's somayr(ntelligible phrase), the most interesting thing of the Carter
period I think, or that campaign, for me was, Jim@arter came here on October, the beginning
of October and he had a huge rally in Monument 8gquait's the first time you really got a
sense that he might have a shot at winning thigyth/And in the last two or three weeks of the
campaign, they flew up a half a plane load of whas$ known as the “peanut people”, and these
were some neighbors of Jimmy's from Georgia, amé& a wonderful idea because a lot of
people up here just didn't quite know who Jimmyt&awas.

And we, | was scheduling the “peanut people” toveanareas, go to meetings and varied things,
and if | remember correctly, when | sort of checkethe places that we sent people, actually
sent people to, neighborhoods and things like gusput a better vote for Carter than the ones
that we weren't able to get because we didn't bagegh of them. So working with those folks
was a very enjoyable experience. | didn't see kymw, | didn't meet Jimmy | don't think, | may
have shook his hand when going, passing througteabut we worked mostly with the
campaign staffs, the advance people and those folks

AL: Now, John Martin was speaker of the house yandgot to know him?

JM: He was, | think he was speaker. | starteddh'tiget to know him during the campaign.
AL: No, but later?

JM: Later on. | started working for, after he gaintelligible word), in "77 | started working
for the Maine State Employees Association and | easg legal work for them and some
lobbying. And that's when | originally got to knadlwhn, was speaker of the house and a very
influential person. So that's, I've known Johnritydive years or so.

AL: Did you know him in terms of his ability in thegislature?

JM:  Primarily, yeah, that's really where | know Hmom and, you know it's, and I've dealt
with John in a variety of different capacitieswds legal counsel to the senate president so we'd
have some back and forth on that, and | did tha& fiew years. But lobbying for the State
Employees Union and lobbying as | do now, thereadirsort of very different relationships.
AL: And how was it working with Martin over thoseayrs?

(Pause in taping - ambient noise.)

AL: So, any thoughts on John Martin?

JM:  Well, John is, you know, he's been one of tlestreignificant political figures this state
has seen, and he's not a noncontroversial petadact, he's probably responsible for the fact
that we have term limits. It was perceived thdinlbad been in power a little bit too long and

the state was in a bit of a, fiscal and sort oftpall crises and there were a number of people
who wanted John out. And eventually the term Brpidassed and John left because he was term



limited. Now, of course, he's back as a senatdr @xpect him to be there for quite a while and
once he gets term limited as a senator he'll piglggbback and run for the house again. It's his
life. But he's a very interesting man; he's venad, not the easiest guy to deal with all the time

AL: And separating him from term limits, | knowd'talked to a lot of people about term
limits and how they see it change, how it has cbhdrtbe legislature and how you see it
affecting the legislature in the long term; do ymve thoughts on that?

JM: 1think it's, generally over all it's a negatithing. The problem being, | mean to some
extent it's good to get some new people in. Raaerm limits we would turn over about a third
of the legislature anyway, and now it's, | thirik high in the forty, over forty percent, and what
you lose is the experience of legislators in paliicsubstantive areas. It takes people a while to
learn things and to learn what the issues areydn@h you have everybody new coming in
there's two negative effects: first you get freshroeming in who say, “Well I'm going to do

this, this, this and this.” And there are very fe@ople around who can tell that freshman,
“Look, we tried that last year and this is why idinlt work, and it may not be worthwhile doing

it this way.” There's far less of that.

And secondly | think to some degree the peopletfesithey have to pass something, right
away, especially the leaders, they have to put thark on it. Because if you, you know, you
come into the house and you're a freshman you rbighicky to get a good committee, the
second year you might get a chairmanship, the trged you run for assistant leader, fourth year
you run for speaker, then you're done for the teAnd you don't really have time to build up a
knowledge base or, substantive knowledge baseyanthink, let's pass something. And |

think that's led to some less than ideal laws bpaggsed here because they were done for
political purposes as opposed to real substantivegses. But it really is like, and | would
rather deal with somebody who disagrees with me&batvs why, rather than playing just a
party position or whatever. | think that's, it\e tconstructive way to do things.

AL: And what do you see in terms of, and you todaheit just slightly, the relationship
between Republicans and Democrats, and have youasgigange in the level of civility or
bonding?

JM: No, I really, I don't think | have, really searifference. | mean right now they get along
fairly well, I mean the leaders up there now amer@nd good people and they're not, none of
them are terribly obstreperous. | mean they amgy; tty to work things out. But | think it's the
quality of, or the knowledge that they have oveedod of time that really changes the
legislation. But | don't notice a real differenngerms of the tenor up there.

AL: And do you recall Jerry Conley?

JM:  Very well.

AL: Can you tell me -?

JM:  Which one? Jerry, Sr.?



AL: Senior, yes, | haven't had a chance to meeybtrand I'd like to know what -?

JM: He's a piece of work. One of the nicest petpéeever met in all the political times I've
been around. Good guy, kind of mercurial, funmd a good legislator. He's one of the more
decent people | know. And his son, Jerry, Jr., sasof equally good as a legislator.

AL:  And George Mitchell, did you know him or worktlwvhim at all?

JM:  Yeah, | remember in fact in the '72 campaigastyland I, we would occasionally go to
see George, he was practicing law at the timerateie Baird. And we'd go over and spend
some time with him, try to get his advice on a efriof different kinds of things. And | always
remember, when | first went in to his office, theng that surprised me was there were no
political pictures on the wall. There was artwoike's maybe the first significant politician that
I've known that didn't have political pictures e twall. And George is, you know, a different
fellow. Now, Ann Mitchell who works here in the Blic Affairs Group is his niece, and Jimmy
Mitchell who works, has his own lobbying businassed to be here with me.

AL: Jimmy as in Jimmy and Libby?
JM:  No, Jim gnintelligible word).
AL: Different Jim.

JM: Yeah, he's George's nephew. And I've dealt &&nator Mitchell over the years, |
lobbied for a while for the, a nursing home asdomm Maine Health Care Association, and
George was majority leader of the Senate at the, timas senator and then became majority
leader, and he was a significant player in termseafith care and long term care legislation, so |
would deal with him on those bases, too. And ngusi want to get Red Sox tickets from him,
that's all.

AL:  Any luck?

JM: No luck. He says, last time | saw him he sh&lsays, “I get more calls than anything
else.” Of all the things he's doing, going todrad to settle that, all that kind of stuff. He say
“What do they want now?” “Red Sox tickets.”

AL: That must have come about as, he was talkedeatime about being baseball
commissioner, or running to some day be.

JM: Yeah, | think he was brought in there becaumsething he's a bright guy, but he's also, it
lended, | think the people who bought the Red Swadlfy thought it would be wise to have him
on the team.

AL: Did you have a sense of George Mitchell frotrees that you knew in Maine who had
worked on campaigns of his over the years?



JM:  Yes, I did, and I'm trying to remember, goiragb into the '72, he had, he had run for
governor in '66?

AL:  No, '74.

JM: Seventy-four, so it's '74, and | did a littilwnteer work on is campaign in ‘74 to, you
know, hand out leaflets and go door-to-door witbgde. And that was the year of course that
Jim Longley won. And George who was | think coesatl to be the, one of the rising stars of
the party, it was kind of a shock when he losthat point. But it was a fairly difficult time in

the state and Jim Longley came along as sortjasaas an outsider and won. And then after
George was appointed to the U.S. Senate, he wasgufor election, he was sort of a very
different guy. It was somebody who was just mudrarsophisticated politically. He was
always a very bright man, but, and knew how toawampaign. And sometimes when you lose
a race you learn a lot more things than you do wimenwin one. And of course | helped out
with that campaign as a volunteer during that titoe,

AL: Do you think that over those, that time peradigr he lost the governorship that he
changed his personal style of campaigning?

JM: 1think, yeah, | don't know if | can really aebe it but he seemed much more relaxed,
and | think a little more forceful. | think peophkould view him as being sort of bookish prior to
his gubernatorial campaign. And he seemed mucle mmmnfortable | think running the next
time.

AL: Are there other Democrats during that timeqmkthat you worked closely with or having
a lasting impression on you?

JM:  Well, I'm trying to think. Phil Merrill is ond worked on his campaign for governor.
AL: What year was that that you would have -?

JM: That would have been '78, 1978. Phil and ltgdnow each other because he was
running the Muskie campaign in '76 and | was wagkinwas downstairs working on the Carter
campaign. And then | saw him as a legislator, be @/legislator up here and | worked with him
very closely when | was working with the State Eoygles Association. Phil was somebody you
could turn to, to argue an issue on the floor, lamdvas as talented as anybody I've seen up here
in terms of the floor debate, and it might eversbmething that he didn't really know much
about, maybe you'd take ten or fifteen minutesarpig it to him, he could do an extremely
good job on the floor and he would intimidate thieeo side tremendously because of his verbal
ability. So | worked a lot with him my first couglears up in Augusta. And then as | helped
out with his gubernatorial campaign, too.

AL: What was his car called; did he have a nambifcar?

JM: He did. That was when he was running for teeae, the U.S. Senate, and he had this,



he had a car that was, | don't remember the nartteeafar but he was supposed to, he was going
to run again Cohen and, is that when Cohen dropp&t I'm trying to remember exactly what
the sequence was. But he was trying to make thm pfj that this car was as old as | think as
Cohen had been in Congress and the Senate. Itwagived in that campaign, but that was, it
was kind of amusing actually. | was a beat upias a little Caddy or something.

AL: Cadillac | believe, yeah. Over those years g of, at a distance at least, observed
Senator Muskie?

JM: Yeah.
AL:  What were your impressions of him?

JM: | think really my first impressions of him wasmust have been '68, is when | first had
really an impression of him when he was running &&e presidential candidate and he was sort
of outstanding in terms of his, | mean it was ayJezated campaign, the Vietham War was right
up there, and Humphrey was trying to move away fdoimson. | believe it was '68 where
Muskie I think, the one thing | remember was hedheah a heckler extremely well. And then he
did a “fireside,” | think, | mean either that yearit was a couple years later he did the

“fireside,” sort of a “fireside chat,” of a natidn@sponse to the president's speech, the Nixon
speech, and he did sort of the Democratic respontenk that was sometime in the, maybe
1970 or something like that, and it just showeay thoughtful well reasoned person after a
period of a lot of people who were screaming arllingeand he looked like the moderate. And
that's why a lot of people thought that he wouldeha very good chance of running for president
in'72.

But I think probably my initial impression was fst, you know, well, he was part of the old
guard a little bit, he's part of the Humphrey amel old Democrats who | was probably fighting
at the time, but there was sort of, there was aatraim for him because of the way he handled
himself. And then he became pretty famous foiGiean Air Act activities and several other
pieces of legislation that kind of made him sorapfmore of a national figure. And he was, so
he became sort of impressive, as you saw morenohki became a more impressive individual
and a very well respected senator. And influentialean really influential in Washington. And
somebody who the, you know, the Nixon people wesaltly afraid of, that he was the guy, |
mean was the fellow that they probably set up sohtke dirty tricks for. | mean it was, they
were that frightened of him.

AL:  Now, in your lobbying positions that you've hhdve you ever worked with Severin
Beliveau?

JM:  Oh, quite often, yeah.

AL: And have you ever had issues that relateda@tivironment through your lobbying back,
in terms of having to work with someone on Senktaskie's staff ever, or was that too early?

JM: No, I don't think I, no | didn't. | worked Wit that was, | never worked, | only did, | never



did a lot of Washington lobbying and the Washindtavbying | did mostly was with Mitchell.
AL: Okay, through his office.

JM: Through his office, yeah. When he, you know/fdok over so he was the, | don't think |
actually, | may have been down, trying to thinktpthe timing of this. Muskie was appointed
secretary of state when?

AL: In May of 1980, and then Jimmy Carter los8ih, ‘well in late '80 so in January '81 they
were out of office.

JM: ldon'tthink | had a lot. We probably had sooontact when | was doing some work for
the State Employees Association, but most of thaeis were state issues and not national issues.
So, I'm sure there was some contact down there lamelw people on the staff, but | didn't have
direct lobbying experience with Muskie.

AL: Is there an area of your professional life tHaven't, oh, | know what | was going to ask
you, about Charlie Pray and being his legal counSlelw, he was secretary of the senate?

JM: No, he was president of the senate.

AL: | mean president of the senate, and you weréegal counsel?

JM: | was legal counsel.

AL: What does that entail; does every presidethietenate have a legal counsel?

JM:  Well, they started actually, | think Paul Zeraizwas the first one and he, and that was
just really a few years before | did it. And thégcause they'd run into some problems, | think
the legislature had run into some problems withesomstakes in bills, and they made the
decision to have the house speaker would haveahdegnsel and the senate president would.
And [, it wasn't a terribly political position. Yiowould work with the president on what his
legislative agenda was, you would help out membgtise Democratic caucus in terms of some
legal issues.

And we used to review every, | used to review e\mlihthat came through the senate and the
idea was to have somebody who had sort of outsmgi Experience, sort of little different
experience than the attorneys and other peoplewank on staff up there, for the legislative

staff, someone with a little bit different perspeet because you'd catch things that they may not
catch. And sort of a lot of time doing that, loagithrough bills and finding there were problems
with them and then trying to correct them. And yaurked, you know, you worked in a

political capacity, too. A number of years lateey, during one of our budget crunches, | think
they got rid of the legal counsel and now, thelgaek on a very part time basis. Phil does that
now, Merrill.

AL: And Charlie Pray, | can remember hearing somgtabout him at one point,



(unintelligible phrase)?

JM:  Well, Charlie Pray, well he was in at the samme that John Martin was in when they
had the, sort of the move to, for term limits. Arahn and Charlie were, you know, they're both
sort of northern Maine people and they were kindiedved, although Charlie hadn't been in for
that long compared to John, as part of the proliteAugusta. And they were having, it was an
awful battle with Jock McKernan. And it was viewadittle bit that these guys at the top had
just been there too long and they needed to gbk tshaken up” a little bit.

So Charlie got sort of brought in with the sameshrthat Martin got brought in with. But he
was a great guy to work with; very, very bright gugonceptually very bright, very good to, he
wasn't the most articulate speaker at all, but &g, for ideas and things like this he was really
quite, | was sort of, you know, | kind of, beforevént to work with him | kind of viewed him as
sort of the party guy, the tough partisan leaded, \&@hat | found him was extremely interesting
and someone you could really discuss ideas withd Al was stuck with an idea of how to do
something | would talk to Charlie and he'd comenith two or three different ideas. | think it's
an impression that not a lot of people have of bunhworking closely with him you saw that.

AL: Did you ever meet Louis Jalbert?
JM: | knew Louis Jalbert very well.
AL: You did? Tell me what your experiences werga\im.

JM: Louis was a pain in the butt. Interesting duyt, he was a difficult fellow to deal with.

He viewed himself as sort of the power behind Hrerte to some degree, and he would, he was
a bully, too. But it was actually kind of fun wanky with him because you knew that you could
ultimately deal with Louis.

But he was a showman, he was a bit of a chardwesas kind of predictable in some ways. He
was, he would stand on the house floor and if he mwad at you he'd say, “And my good

friend,” referring to another legislator, and if Wwas very mad at you he'd, “My VERY good
friend” and, you know, he was an absolute charadtée used to have a little secret with this, he
was involved, he was on the appropriations comméitéot, it affected city employees a lot in
the budget process and things like this, so healvasys a player and you'd have to deal with
him. But his wife was a retired state employeeyben Louis would get mad at us, and start
yelling and screaming, which he would do from titng¢ime, we'd callrfame) and then he'd

come in the next day and be really mad at us bwtdwddn't yell and scream. She was, | think
she's still alive.

AL: Yeah, she was a couple years ago but | thieknsdty have passed away by now.
JM: Yeah, she may have. No, Louis was a notorfiellsw.

AL: Was he believable?



JM: 1don't think towards the end, no, becausedtedort of slight brushes with the law from
time to time, and he was always dying. | thinkgleé out of some of his slight brushes with the
law by, you know, saying that he was a, you knosvwas dying and all that stuff. He was
dying for a good twenty five years.

AL:  And Severin was his attorney, do you remenilmantelligible word)?

JM: In one of the cases I think, and | don't remeintbe details of it now, but oh yeah, and
Terry could tell you some great stories about Lokns sure. But | remember one time we were,
| was working with, we were trying to get a trangption highway department bill passed, and
we needed two thirds. You needed a hundred andates. And we worked on Louis, we
worked on Louis, and he was always saying, “Wilbé the 97th vote, I'll be the 98th vote,
okay, but until you get to them, I'm not going e with you get to them.”

And finally my old boss John Oliver who was the dh@athe State Employees Association at the
time, finally confronted Louis and says, “Louiss iabout time to stop doing that.” Well, Louis
got unbelievably angry at him and said, and stastgdaming and saying, “Well, you want to
take a punch at me, why don't you take a puncheatow!” And John, who didn't particularly
like scenes, was sort of backing off and all that.

Well, it turned out a couple nights, maybe thetmaght or the next day, Martin actually had, he
had gotten Louis' vote, but he wanted to make stitieat, but Oliver had to leave the building,
and | was to be the one to sit in the balcony abltbuis would make sure that | was there and
not Oliver because he was mad at Oliver. But tiiey,know, patched things up later on, it
wasn't that big, but he was a mercurial kind otig gnd kind of wanted to be in the center of
things. And I think he wanted people to think hesvgort of more integral to the process than he
actually was.

AL:  And do you think from your time spent interagtwith him and observing him that he
represented well the Franco American communityeeisly in Lewiston, or was, do you think
he was more about Louis?

JM: | honestly think he was a little more about isouNow, | wasn't there for the early part of
his career, but he wasn't, he represented Lewigibhe wasn't, it was a little before the time
where you really sort of, I'm sort of the Francdplaind I've got to do more stuff. He would
always, you know, try to do what he could get femliston. He tried to get the vocational
technical school down there; Louis spent a loiraétworking on that which, he was good for
that. But I think towards the end Louis was Louite enjoyed the game of the politics.

AL: Larry Benoit, did you work with him some?

JM:  Alittle bit, yeah. | worked with him, he wasrking on the Muskie campaign | think,
during '76, | think he was on it.

AL: Yeah, some time in the seventies | think.



JM: Yeah, and then he was working for George Mitch&nd | always found Larry very
enjoyable. He's a little more my kind of Democled's a little more the conservative Democrat,
but he, he is | think very perceptive and a prattind of a guy. But he, one of the good luck
things that happened to John Baldacci is that deLhary to run his office. And Larry had been
in the Senate, he'd been | think it was sergeaatras in the U.S. Senate, knew people back
here, knew how to run an office, new computers.

| mean, he was an incredibly asset to John | thin&n he first went down there, because it's a
big change coming from the state legislature ddveme, and | think he was a very good asset to
him. And he was always, he always kind of represgthe little more conservative side to the
Democratic party which was a healthy thing to doink, it was healthy at the time, because
there were enough liberal voices in those jobsiarklose places. And Larry's a lot of fun. He's
always complaining, but he doesn't do it in a bag vit's just, “Oh,” you know, always whining
about something, you know, but he's enjoyabile.

AL: Is there anything that | haven't asked you yoatthink is important to add today?

JM: Not that | really can think of. | mean, | didreally have a lot of direct contact with Ed
Muskie but | was with a lot of the people who wareund him. And it was a very interesting
time. So | don't really have a lot of good, yog&d more direct, the stories that | know, the
funny stories about Muskie Mary McAleney, Phil kreowTlhere's a wonderful one, | don't know
if you've heard it. Have you talked to Mary yet?

AL: | have, several years ago, yes.

JM: There's one little story that you may haveguiten, but he, this was in the summer time |
think, or August or maybe, it must have been Augustomething like this, and they were, Ed
was up campaigning and they were trying to find ettvimg for him to do, and you know you

had him for an hour, you know, Muskie could be mdéahety as they come. Well, what are
doing this hour? And so they took him down to Maramt Square right in the center of
Portland. And they just wandered around, it waga afternoon, people were out there and he
was saying hi to people.

And there was a woman came over, she says, “Se@aiot you think it's awful that they're
tearing down this beautiful library here to buildew one, | mean it's a beautiful building, to
build the Portland Public Library?” And Muskie waietty good, he would say, “Well, | agree
with you that we ought to try to preserve as mamjding as we can and this history and
architecture. But | don't really have much to abgut that,” he says, “that's really pretty much
of a local issue and you really ought to talk te pieople, the renewal authority here and the city
manager and your city councilmen.” He was readig\quite nice about it. And she just, | just
think it's the worst thing,iiidicates clucking on). So Mary had left him alone with her for a #ttl
while, and she turns around just as Ed sort ofgythb woman by the arm saying, “Listen
sister!” so Mary grabs him and pulls him away.

And there's another good Mary story, too. She Wuskie won like almost every town in
Cumberland and York counties, even beat Bobby MamKzape Elizabeth which was,



somebody had a good bet on that one, too, | forBat.they were listening, they were looking at
the returns, either on TV or they're coming in, #melonly town | think that Mary lost, at least at
that point in the evening, was Newfield, so shexhwvery town in her areas of Cumberland and
York County. Ed, from the back of the room, gddsary, what happened in Newfield?” Phil's
got some great stories about, just before the cgmpaf him driving the car down to a thing,

with the ice cream maker. Have you heard that one?

AL: 1think I have.
JM: Yeah, that's a, it's a good, it's a great story
AL: Tell me again just in case | don't have it frBhil.

JM:  Phil's taking the, he's got a station wagdririk, and he's driving a bunch of stuff down

to, it's sort of the beginning, early parts of taenpaign and they go down and meet with Muskie
and some other people down in Washington. Sodneisig down with his wife, and he offered

to take some stuff down for Ed and Jane.

And Jane's bringing out all these plants to put the car rather than put them in a truck, and
things like this, so he's putting these things.d Amen he's saying, “Jane, Jesus Christ, he says,
give the kid some room, will ya, Christ, you'rdifiy the whole thing up with these, all these
goddamn plants and, Jesus Christ.” So Jane dtepgddnts, and then two minutes later you see
Ed coming around the back of the house with arcieam maker. Okay, and Jane catches him.
She says, “What are you doing? You told me to gime some room. You haven't used that,
that thing is twenty- five years old, you've neused that!” You know, just boom-boom with
Ed. It's a great story.

AL: You mentioned Bob Monks. Did you observe hame over the years?
JM: Yeah, yeah.
AL: | know that Christian Potholm, who's a Bowdpiofessor, has a new book called This

Splendid Gameand he talks about Monks' appearance on the Mulitcal scene as sort of a
revolution equaling Muskie. Do you have any serfdbat?

JM: No, | disagree. Monks ran against Margaretsél#mith, didn't he? Wasn't it Monks
who ran against Margaret Chase Smith in the priesari

AL: No, that was Hathaway.

JM: No, Hathaway was the Democrat. I'm pretty sifithis anyway, we can check with Pat,
but I'm pretty sure that it was Monks who raiseg idsues of age with its icon, Margaret Chase
Smith. That hadn't been raised during the primang, he got beaten in the primary. Hathaway,
was able to not really use the issue but the ikadébeen raised significantly as to whether or
not she was getting a little too old to really Ibeeffective senator. So that, Monks having
opened that up, opened it up for Hathaway. Antrgwlly was a change, so indirectly, | don't



think Bob Monks was that significant a politicagdire here in the long run. But for what he did
in opening up those issues of Margaret Chase Sgyathknow, brought in Hathaway and then
Bill Cohen came after Hathaway. Hathaway wasat $trong, he was a wonderful guy, he was
a good senator, but didn't have that real warnmtl, Gohen who was an attractive candidate
came in and was able to beat him. But yeah, Mdik®pen things up, because of that primary
run.

AL: Is there anything else that we should add?

JM: Not that I can think of.

AL:  Well, thank you very much.

JM:  You're welcome.

End of Interview
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