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Transcript

Andrea L'Hommedieu: This is an interview with Prof. L. Sandy Maisel April 5th, the year
2000, in his office at 257 Miller Library at Coll§ollege in Waterville, Maine.

L. Sandy Maisel: Got it all right.

AL: Could you start by stating your full name apdlkng it?

SM: Okay, my full name is Louis, L-O-U-I-S, SandyASN-D-Y, Maisel, M-A-I-S-E-L.
AL: And where and when were you born?

SM: [ was born in Buffalo, New York, October 23r@4b.

AL: And is that where you were raised?

SM: Stayed in Buffalo through high school, havda@en back there except for occasionally
since high school.

AL: And where did you go to college?

SM: | went to Harvard College, Cambridge, Massaettasgraduated in 1967. | got a Ph.D.
from Columbia University in New York in 1971.

AL: APh.D.in?
SM: Political, actually they call it public law amggvernment, but it's political science.
AL:  And what was your experience like at Harvard?

SM: Well, | had a terrific experience at Harvatdvas a government major, | was very much
involved in student organizations, in student gowegnt, the Harvard-Radcliffe Combined
Charities, which | ran for two years, the Young @enatic organization at Harvard, which | was
the president of for a year. | was pretty welldlwed in most aspects of campus life. And
actually, the first time | met Senator Muskie wasew | was at Harvard. In 19-, the academic
year 1965-66, | was president of Harvard-RadcMéeing Democrats, and we had some
opportunities and some money to have a speaker.

And that time a fairly young and fairly, not verglvknown senator from Maine was beginning
to talk a bit more about the environment, and we $@me students who were interested in the
environment. And | decided that | would ask theater to come to a dinner, give a speech at a
dinner, for the Harvard-Radcliffe Young Democratswhich | invited all of the Young
Democrats. There were maybe a hundred in ouratitifee time. And every Colby student,
every Harvard student, (I'm at Colby, | say Collyamnatically), every Harvard student from
the state of Maine and, we made elaborate arrangsrf@ the senator to come, and he was



flying back, and at that time he, | think frequgrdt that point, came back to Maine through
Boston. So we arranged it at a time he was gdirmugh Boston, that he was going to come to
the campus for a dinner on a Friday night and spetikthe students at the dinner. Everything
was set up, and | was very excited, it was actudhynk the first even | planned as a Young
Democrat. Seven students showed up. | was neatfifijust could not imagine that here | was
with a United States senator and seven studentgeshop. We had invited over a hundred
Young Democrats and | think there were twenty amty-five students from Maine at that time.
And two or three of the Young Democrats and twthoee of the kids from Maine. And he, the
senator of course later in his life had a reputetay treating people somewhat harshly in
situations like that, or at least not making theml fat ease.

Well he made this very young Young Democrat feey\at ease and spent two hours talking to
the seven of us. | learned more about environrhendéection and the issues of at that time
water pollution in that two hour session, and about the politics of Maine, than | learned until
| moved up to Maine in 1971, you know, five or gears, another degree later.

AL: So, what was your first impression of Muskie?

SM:  Well, I think everybody’s first impression ofthwas his size. I'm a fairly big person,

but he dominated me, and I felt, you know, you fa#tsort of in awe in his presence. And he
had that slow talking way of working through a pgaintil he made sure that everybody
understood where he was going and how he got themd.to do this with a group of, you know,
seven college students. All men by the way, no eoshowed up, was really very impressive, |
think, to all of us, that he, you know, he knew igies so much more than you expect a
politician to know the issues.

He was conversant on every, on the details ofgfigels in a way that none of us were, and of the
nuances and of how it was going to affect, you knaditferent kinds of legislation would affect
different populations and how that had to be takémaffect. So we learned about a substantive
issue, we learned about the procedural techniguésating with the United States Senate, the
political problems that passing legislation invalyall in really sort of one seminar, which was
not at all planned. | mean, I'm sure he had adtleame remarks prepared to give to a broader,
bigger audience as an after dinner speech, anavétsgust sitting around and talking to a group
of students.

AL: Did you get a sense of his, what his goals i@renvironmental legislation at that point,
or do you remember that specifically?

SM: Well, | don’t remember the details, but | donember the question, the debate was over
the cost of jobs for cleaning up the rivers. TWwas the debate that was nationally very
important at that point, and it was just beginnieglly to be important at that point. People
were beginning to understand the nuance of it,jasidlear understanding that you could have
both good jobs and a clean environment was, yowkiitat was what was driving him on this
issue, as well as his love for the state of Maihe,outdoors of the state of Maine.

AL: So what led you to Maine in ‘71?



SM: Got ajob. When | came out of, actually | lspent six summers here at a summer camp
ten miles that way. And when I finished my doctpravas writing my doctoral dissertation, |
wasn’t even finished, and | was applying for jolaetided | wanted to teach at a small liberal
arts college, not a big research university. Arttiére were only three jobs available the year |
applied; Dartmouth, William and Mary, and Colbyditin’t get the job at Dartmouth; it actually
went to a person who was a friend of mine who wss fsom Buffalo had a Yale Ph.D. and
about four years ahead of me and much more deggeofithe job than I. | was offered the job at
William and Mary, or | was led to believe | woulé bffered the job, | don’t think | ever got a
firm offer, and | simply could not see myself ligimn Virginia.

I’'m a liberal Democrat, I've always been a libeb@mocrat, and | think Harry Byrd was still the
senator from Virginia at that time, and it was whiere | was going to be. And Colby had a
great attraction, appeal for me, because of beirtiga Waterville which is just where I'd spent
my summers and it was reallglephone ringing interruption) being in Waterville, which is
where I'd spent my summers and | love the outdaatk| love rural areas, and | said this is
where | want to spend my time. And | was, at theetthat that happened, | was living in
Washington writing my doctoral dissertation, whighs on the Congress, and it was the year
that Bill Hathaway was running for the Senate agjavtargaret Chase Smith. And when | was
offered the job, Senator Hathaway, he was thend®eptative Hathaway, called me and asked
me to come to his office to talk about working as tampaign.

Can you imagine a twenty-five year old guy gettngall from a United States congressman
asking him, who didn’t know me from Adam. That vedisa tremendous feeling, this is
something I'd really wanted to do. So | came tanda Well, so then | came to Maine, and I, it
was actually a three year job supposedly not rebkyaut I've been here ever since. That was
1971.

AL: Good, so it worked out. Now, to go back aditiit, your parents, you grew up in the
Buffalo, New York area, what were your parents’uzations?

SM: My father owned a retail furniture store, myther was a homemaker. She actually was
trained as a nutritionist and worked in the schoolsl my sister was born but then did not go
back to work after that.

AL: And sort of the family background, do they cdimeen Ireland, or England?

SM: Oh, no, no, no, no, this is an eastern Eurogeamnsh family.

AL:  Okay.

SM: All of my grandparents came from Eastern Euyafidour of my grandparents came
from eastern Europe. My mother’s parents from Hupgnd my father’s parents from, one
from Poland and one from the part of Russia thatisome point says Polo- Russtayhich is

some point in Russia, sometimes in Poland, buag Rolo-Russié?] at the time. My paternal
grandmother from Krakow and my ma-, | lived, myhiat grew up in Buffalo, so my Buffalo



relatives were the ones that were formative for lied my grandfather was a liberal Democrat
and believed that this country gave him his free@dmh his ability to make some money and to
make a success for himself. My father was a faidipve liberal Democrat. My maternal
grandparents, in fact, were Republicans, but | nealked to them about politics. And my
mother became a Democrat so that it was a Demodratisehold that | grew up in. One of my
earliest political memories is my father receivantelegram, people don’'t even get telegrams
any more, in fact we have it somewhere in an ailfaalbum, asking him to come to breakfast
with President Truman at an old hotel which doesuén exist in Buffalo any more. This was
probably during 1951, sometime like that, and haeited he was to go see President Truman.

AL:  So your father was known in political circless he active?

SM: He was not terribly active, he was, | assumgde money, who knows, | was five years
old at the time. But he certainly was an activaj know, was an active Democrat and a
concerned Democrat. There were, we had a goodyfémeind who was treasurer of the
Democratic Party inupintelligible word) county and | think that was probably what ledhe
invitation.

But I, growing up, you know, was always interestegolitical campaigns. When | was of
Harvard, before | became head of the Young Demscratorked as an intern for a congressman
named Max McCarthy, Richard Max McCarthy from Bildfavho also actually worked with
Senator Muskie on the Clean Water Act, on the Heik® And ran, was deputy campaign
manager when | was at, between my junior and sgeiar in college for McCarthy'’s reelection
campaign to the House and sort of commuted betWaenbridge and Buffalo during the fall,

the fall of that year working on the campaign, deng, it was the first time I'd ever devised an
electoral strategy, a campaign strategy. It wad kif fun to do. Did detailed precinct by
precinct voter analysis before computers, beforeveree using computers anyway.

AL: Have you examined the evolution of politicaltpges in Maine, particularly in the last half
of the twentieth century?

SM: [I've actually written about that. There’s ati@de that | wrote which appeared in a
special edition oPolicy which is the journal of the New England PolitiSdience Association.

| wrote it with a student looking at Maine, parliedy in the last. Well, there’s a very famous
book by Duane Lockhart called New England Staté&iPslland | looked at the period after that.
And certainly one is aware of the, Maine has & wgteresting tradition in which the
Democratic, | mean if you take away the earlierqgewhen it was all Republican, and that’s
what Lockhart’s book talks about, when it was apRblican.

But starting with, you know, the famous Democr&tarty convention in the telephone booth and
moving from there, of a state that has been veglliicompetitive with a Democratic party

that's had until the last, until the end of the iBran administration | guess, a fairly strong
organization in many ways, and fairly unified Demad Party with certainly leaders who have
played a prominent role organizationally as welinagolitics. Senator Muskie’s very important
in the organization, Senator Mitchell was very impot in the organization, Governor Brennan
was very important in the organization of the parynd many of the people who worked for



them, like Don, played a key role in party orgahaa

The Republicans on the other hand, which for a komg were the majority party, always had a
divergence between their party organization, wigch very conservative party organization,
and some of their elected leaders, particularlya8erSnowe, Governor and Congressman
McKernan, and | guess today even Senator Collms tlae Senator Cohen, I'm sorry, | forgot to
add him, all of whom really were, had their ownamigations outside of the normal Republican
organization. And then Maine has had this reatligue part of, well we’ve had two parts of our
political history which distinguish us from manyhet states.

One is the prominent role that women have playddgh office, starting with Senator Smith of
course, but now with Senator Snowe and SenatomSpile’re one of only two states that has
two female senators. And | think one of only twates have ever had just two female senators.
And, you know, for a long time we had Olympia ie tHouse as well. That's one aspect, but the
other aspect is the Jim Longley, Angus King indejggris running for governor. | think there

are two very different reasons that led to the dfvthem being elected. In 1974 Governor
Longley really caught a wave of dissatisfactionhwitie political system and particularly with

the Republican Party.

At that point George Mitchell was not a very atthae candidate. He just, he had not yet figured
out what his political persona was. He was di#l smartest man, with all due respect to other
politicians in the state, that I've ever met, cetathe smartest political man I've ever met. But
| worked on that campaign, and the people who \erding his campaign, we really had a lot of
difficulty getting him to relax and getting him portray his personality as one that other people
could accept. And I think, and the Republican odaue, (nintelligible phrase), and the
Republican party was very much in disarray, thad asa result of the Watergate time, the
Republicans were sort of taking it on the knocka Iot of places. Although that was also the
year that David Emery won the first congressioealt $rom Peter Kyros, he was one of | think
only two Republicans beating a Democrat in the wimnaltion in that election. That could be
wrong, but it's a very small number. That was 1974

In 1994 when Angus won for the first time, | thilhkvas a somewhat different reason going on.
One part of it was that Angus ran a terrific cargpaself funded. The Democratic Party
candidate was the wrong candidate, Governor Brerwlan has a long and distinguished career
as a public servant in the state, | think peoplesvieed of him, and | think he was tired of being
a candidate. On the other hand he still had trelmes loyalty among Democrats so that Tom
Allen, who ran against him in that primary couldartseat him in the Democratic primary. |
think Tom Allen probably could have won the genelaktion in that race. And Susan Collins
was a totally untried candidate at that point aveéry bad candidate. She didn’t understand the
issues, or at least she didn’t articulate her voevthe issues, she came across very badly in
public, on television. And Angus is tremendousgtycalate, had a vision of the state, so | think
that led to a difference.

And the other point was that politics in Maine fra®02 to 1994, which involved a shut down in
the government, it involved incredible acrimonyvbe¢n Governor McKernan and Speaker
Martin, really was a period of time when people evdissatisfied with the two political parties,



and Angus just stood up there like a beacon aslsodyeto attach to. And he’s been a
remarkably successful governor. I'm a firm beliewethe two party system; I've written a book
called Why Two Parties®ith a collaborator who'’s a professor at the @nsity of Wisconsin

in Milwaukee, who is as Republican as | am Demoenadl we both believe in the two-party
system. And one of the reasons | believe in theeparty system is | think that it's very difficult
to govern as an independent.

And | spent an hour in the airport with Governongia couple weeks ago, we were both stuck
in the airport. And we had a long talk about thawhich, you know, | said, you know, he really
has proved me wrong, at least in terms of my vieanoindependent in that particular example.
But he said the reason was that neither of thepavties realized that they could defeat him any
time they wanted to if they got together, but rathey continued to sort of let him play the
leadership role, and by the time, at that poing&i@ed a good deal of momentum in the- that
role and he’s been quite successful. | still démitk that, | don’t think we know how this plays
out. There’s no logical successor.

| guess the other thing to note about Maine’s t@ypsystem is, there has been a serious third
party candidate in every election for governor sit®94. Jonathan Carter got a good number of
votes as a Green party candidate, Buddy Frankliragmmber of votes as a, | don’t know
candidate, he ran as, when he ran, so there hagsaheen somebody else who has really shown
that there’s a certain number of citizens in tlagesof Maine who don’t want to vote for a
Democrat or a Republican. | don’t think it's playeut in any way that’s going to be meaningful
yet because there is no one alternative that hasaapd, | don’t think. You know, Governor

King could have formed his own party, he’s chosenta. And | don’t see anybody else playing
that role right now.

AL: So when you say you believe in the two-parstesy, are you saying that you don’t think
one party should dominate, or do you think thexugin’'t be more than two?

SM:  Well, when I'm saying | believe in a two pagystem, what | mean is | think that there
should not be more than two serious parties. nktkhat a system works best if there are two
parties, each of which have a certain allegiandberelectorate, run candidates for virtually all
of the offices, and have to take each other intmawt, each other’s platforms into account when
setting strategy so that if you don’'t do a goodaslone party, the other party is likely to win.
And that’s in fact what Maine has had, a rich tiiadi of that, a rich tradition in the last half of
the twentieth century of that kind of a two parygtem.

| don’t believe in a one party system to be sutgen® you only have one party with a chance of
winning because there’s no competition, and thergadon’t have a chance to say what they
believe about the issues of the day or to cadiranative or negative vote about the incumbent.
And | don’t believe in a multi-party system becausen’t think you can govern effectively if
you can’t form majorities.

AL: Have you studied the time period in the eaftiet when the Democratic Party was sort
of gaining strength?



SM: Not extensively, other than, I've never studiednd | know it only by certain stories one
hears about the, really the charismatic effechefiMuskie candidacy the first time that he ran,
and also how surprised everybody was that he vimatyding him.

AL: My next question is, in terms of- You ran fdfice yourself.

SM: Right.
AL: In 19787
SM: Right.

AL: And that was a congressional primary.
SM: Iran in the congressional primary.
AL:  What was the condition of the political partiedvaine at that point?

SM: Well, it was a competitive two party statetattpoint. The, Senator Muskie and Senator
Hathaway were the two senators, Hathaway actuatlyfar reelection in ‘78 when | was running
and lost to Bill Cohen in that election.

The congressman at that time was Hathaway, was)'t emember who it was now that I'm
saying that. It was Emery in the first districh, @nd it must have been, it was Cohen in the
second district, and Cohen was giving it up tofamthe Senate, and Olympia won the seat, but
it was a very hotly contested seat. And the gawewas Longley, who was leaving office, and
Joe Brennan came in and won the governorship trrdlce.

But it was a time when the parties were very wedlre very important in the primary process.
You could see it in a number of ways. | had bedrlagate to the national convention in ‘72 as
a Muskie delegate, and a delegate to the, andchigie of the platform committee for the party
in ‘76 and ‘78 | think. It might have been ‘78 ai&@, I'm not sure which two years actually,
and had been chair of the Kennebec county Demoaathmittee. And at that point all of those
were vibrant organizations. The county committeetimgs were well attended, people worked
the precincts, the platform was hotly debated; fgeoared a great deal about the platform. And
one of the ways in which you ran for office wasumork hard to get the support of the local party
organizations because they were the people whpeamgile out to vote on primary day. | lost
that primary to a man named John Quinn, you prgbabh’t find, he doesn't live in the state
any more, but | lost it to him largely becausea# Brennan, it was very interesting.

Joe Brennan was running for governor in a contgstiedary as well, | think his primary, his

most important opposition at that point was PhilriMie and Brennan was an Irish Catholic from
Munjoy Hill. Quinn was an Irish Catholic from ptgimuch the same area, and after the election
| did a, and Brennan really worked the party orgaton, particularly the Portland party
organization because he, that's where he camedraivhe knew it very well. And I did a
correlation analysis after my defeat of the voéesl Quinn just got votes that Brennan got votes,



and it was, you know, this very solid core of IrShtholic Democrats who turned out to vote on
primary day. | also looked at the places wherad arganizational support. Unfortunately for
me, it was Kennebec county and the small coastaitees, and | did well in all of those areas
because the organization got people out to voeeethimply weren’t as many people as there
were in the Portland area. But that was, those wer days when we had caucuses and
conventions leading people to the national coneanso people cared about what the party was
doing, went to those kinds of party meetings.

And | thought we had a stronger electoral systecabse of that. | very much opposed Maine
adopting the presidential primary, which we did#96. | think it stripped the party of one of
the last vestiges of power that we had, which waget people involved in the party through
organization. It just doesn’t happen any more.

And | think the other point to note about what \gagng on in the late 1970s is there was a core
of people who had been built up | think by SenMaskie and Senator Mitchell, in his
candidacy in ‘74 and really in his stewardshiptaf Democratic Party, which went before that
time and somewhat after that time. Who, whilepaot of the formal organization were the fund
givers of the organization, people who funded cagms Scotty Hutchinson down in Portland.
And I think, and I’'m really sort of drawing this bof ancient memory, but if | put it back
together the way | think it really worked, is thevere a few people who were the lynchpins
there. George Mitchell was clearly one of themilum® went on the federal bench. Joe
Angelone was a key person in the Portland arearmg of controlling or helping to figure out
who was going to get support and money.

And particularly Severin Beliveau, who was onelef few people who was tied into both the
ability and, to give money and gave money, anchgaabout the party organization, which he
worked very closely with. He probably is one of tmderstudied and underappreciated people
in the Democratic Party in the history of the stt®aine as far as I'm concerned. He should
have been governor. | think he was not governoabge of anti-French prejudice in the state
that | think still exists in a lot of areas. Hdansmensely talented, immensely smart, and you
know, the Democratic party for a long time owedead)debt to him for, you know, the role that
he was playing in keeping it together.

AL: Now we’ve been talking about local politicaganizations, but larger than that, the state
Democratic Party.

SM: That’'s what | was basically talking about thexas the state Democratic Party.

AL: Right, tell me about how you've seen that cleaoger the years? And if you're still
involved today and have a sense of where it is?

SM: | have a sense of where it is; I'm not involyEoh not involved because | don't think it's
very important today. And | think it has lost tls&nse of importance, and it lost that sense of
importance gradually, but it was exacerbated byd#gwsion after 1992 to get rid of the primary
[caucus] so that’s almost a decade old now.



The last caucus convention we had was 1992, anavisa very hotly contested caucus
election system. And, in fact, Tom Allen got hiarsin electoral politics in Maine as far as |
know, and this accurate, by running the Clinton jgaigin in 1992. And | was a delegate in 1992
for Senator Tsongas. We had a big organizatiomedlsgoing around, you know, the state of
Maine.

A lot of people got involved in local party orgaaiions, the number of people up at caucuses
was high, and caring about that. There’s all sofresvidence, some of which I've written about

in one of the science journals, about people gettimolved at the caucus level and staying
involved, and other party building activities. Tladl disappeared. There was also a, really a
change of generation from people who were intedest¢éhe party for the sake of party to people
who were interested in the party for frequentlpespurposes, and | don’t discount that as being
important but, but who didn’t really care once thssue went away about the party maintenance
kind of functions. So itisn’t, the party is jugttting, you know, getting by as well as it carg an

| think the Republicans are pretty much in the samag.

There’s a certain amount of money, that moneyrgelg controlled from Washington, and it's
telling the local party what they can do and hoeythan do it, as | see it. | think there are very
good people there, who care a great deal, butdbelt have the kind of commitment to the

party cum party as, there aren’t as many of them dve that kind of commitment as existed
when George was chairman or when Severin was chajrar when Toby Buxton was the
executive director of the committee at that penbtime. Nancy Chandler was, Nancy Chandler
and George Mitchell were the two national commitieeple for a long time.

AL: So, what do we do? How do, what would you havdo now to make the party important
again?

SM: | have a reform agenda, my reform agenda goe$iere because nobody believes in my
reform agenda, but | have a reform agenda. Myrmefagenda says that, and this is nationally, |
think this is what you can do. Parties have losttiol over the nominating process, both at the
local at the state, and at the national level. Atidnk the, if | were to be able to put the refar

in place that | thought were important, | wouldeparty that role back again. At the local level,
at the national level | think we should have a csumonvention system, and | think that there
should be a national caucus primary system whi@s et disadvantage caucuses.

The reform that | would put in place would say ttiere would be a window for primaries in
April, May, and June, but if you wanted to haveaaaus you could have it in February or

March, so the caucus states could get the leg upbeoprimary states. And | would also limit the
number of states that could have a primary at aytime. Because | think this lack of
competition for the presidential nomination hasekilthe parties. | mean, sure there was a lot of
intense effort around March 7th, but there’s beathing since then and two thirds of the states
hadn’t had their primaries on March 7th. Not thivds of the voters but two thirds of the states.
So that's what | would do at the national levat.the state level, there are a number of states in
which the party organization has a formal role@mmations. Not the determinative role, but,
voters always have the determinative role, butraédrole. For instance, state conventions
which endorse candidates before the primary. Séeme that's a very good kind of device. In



some cases state conventions nominate candiddessuihey are challenged. In other words in
Connecticut as an example, the state conventigrdetes who the nominee is going to be. If
anybody gets twenty percent of the vote at the stahvention but loses, they then can challenge
in a primary. Well, that makes the party importamd | think those are very good kind of
reforms. You can go to the full extreme, | thihlke tvay Virginia has it is- is a state convention
determines the way in which the nomination is gdamge decided, whether it's going to be by a
primary or a convention. | don’t think | favor tha

But | think you want to give that, some role bagkle party organization. | would do that at the
local level as well, | would say that, you knowngoessional committees or particularly county
committees should endorse candidates and therédsb@something that goes along with that
endorsement, the ability to give money, the abtlithave a top name on the, your name first on
the ballot, whatever it is. But some specific darikat goes with being the party endorsee.

And the reason | believe that is because wheréhgwe a gap is when parties are weak, as they
are throughout the nation now, in our state anoutjnout the nation, you will very frequently
not have good candidates challenging incumberdsnamber of seats. Where party
organization is strong, one of their roles is twfirecruit good candidates for office, and we
don’t do that any more. That's even exacerbatetéby limits. Why would somebody run
against an incumbent representative, | think témmtd are one of the stupidest ideas that ever
came down the pike, and they've had a disastrdesteds far as I'm concerned everywhere
they've existed. But why would, why would a ra@bperson run for, say you've got a three
term limit, run against an incumbent running fas third term when you know that incumbent is
going to have to give up the seat the next time.

So that instead of enhancing competition, what tiexe done across the entire nation, is
reduced competition, except for in the election mitiee seats are open. Well, | don’t think
that’s what is should be all about. In 1998, njrsik, ninety-five incumbent members of the
House of Representatives faced no major party appost all in the fall election. 1 think that's
a scandal, and I think that parties have a rolewersing that.

AL: Do you think it will happen?

SM: No. Ithink there will be a change in the jestial nominating process because people
are dissatisfied with it. That depends on the Répans, not on the Democrats. The
Republican’s rules are different from the Demo&atiles. The Republicans, if they’re going to
change their nominating process for the year 200t do it at the 2000 nominating
convention, and there is a reform group in the Répan Party looking at that now.

The Democrats could change it at the 2000 nomigatomvention, or we can have a special
commission like the McGovern and and Frazier Comimisor the McKulsky Commission, or
the Winnegrad Commission, which have done it ireothmes. So that, | think something will
happen, the Republicans will take the lead in tfdtere’s a group of Democrats and
Republicans working together on that procedure,laoh’t know how far along they will get.
At the state level it will depend upon initiativg people who really believe in the parties and
they’ll want to commit themselves and time to tlagties and say, you know, “Wait, we are not



doing our job as political parties, we have to éttdr and this is how we can do better.”

| don’t know what our state party rules say any enddtate party rules used to forbid party
officials from endorsing candidates before the @rtion. |1 think it should be the exact
opposite, and I think that's a change that coulttoeight about.

AL:  Who have been, in your view, some of the mongartant political figures in Maine
since, I'd say 1954, but since you’ve been invoed

SM: Well, | mean certainly Senator Muskie is thinéa of the Democratic Party in Maine.
And until his death, he was viewed as the fathehefDemocratic Party in Maine by all of the
people who were active in the party. | remembegnwhwas county chair, Senator Muskie
coming to a county committee meeting, and they wareying on the business of the meeting.
He walked into the room and everybody as one stmadapplauded, and this was, you know, in
the mid 1970s, and he wasn’t coming back to thee ste often as he did prior to that time. And
he was, you know, whether people liked him or Kesdi him, there were a lot of people who
didn’t like Ed Muskie; he had a temper, he wasaiely haughty by the end of his life, he was
not always pleasant to be around. But there whsayowho didn’t respect him and who didn’t
stand in awe fo the job he had done or the roleaukplayed in essentially establishing the
Democratic party. Ken Curtis was a transition fegin that, and was an important transition
figure because it was somebody else who went alitveom and was enormously popular.

| think George Mitchell was a very critical figubecause he spanned the gap between, really
between Muskie and now. He was part of the Muskg@anization way back when, he served as
Democratic state committee chair, he was unsuadesafididate for governor, he was a member
of the national committee, he was the executiveherexecutive committee, the national
committee, unsuccessful candidate for chairmahehtational committee when Strauss won,
but very high up.

Then, you know, the senator, and the senator wdarlgl brought most prestige to the state after
Muskie when he was majority leader. And in facthat role went a step further than Muskie
had ever gone in the Senate. Those are the tigiees. The other one that | think you
mentioned because of longevity is Joe Brennan. Rfamwv, Joe Brennan, he’s always been an
enigma to me. | don’'t understand why he was aip@lh because he’s shy, he doesn't -

AL: He’'sreserved?

SM: Yeah, yeah, he really is, he’s personally veserved, but he’s a terrific politician and
engenders amazing loyalty from the people who ereupporters. And he’s a genuinely very
nice, compassionate, concerned man, and he wasraldegure of the Democratic Party from,
certainly, in the early 1960s. | don’t remembeiewlne ran. | mean the mid 1960s, | don’t
remember what he ran for, | think it was countpmiey in Cumberland County that was his first
position. But by the time | was involved in paidihe was already in the state senate, had been
there a while, this was in the early ‘70s. Andtliige governor, you know, he ran
unsuccessfully against Mitchell for the Democratienination for governor in '74, so he was

out for a while, but he was attorney general Ikhahthat point. Then ran successfully for



governor, went governor, congressman, then runfieingovernor again, so you know, it's an
incredible career that he had, spanned two deadeast as sort of one of the central figures in
the party. | don’t think we know yet whether theranybody who’s going to take on that role
next in Maine. | suppose Congressman Baldacciifay is successful in running for governor.
Congressman Allen may if he’s successful in rugrior senator, which | assume they will both
do. They may or they may not, | don’t think we adke, they’re not up on the giant podium.

AL: Do you know Frank Coffin?

SM: Yeah, | was just with Judge Coffin last Mon@ddyludge Brody'’s funeral. |, you know, |
know Frank Coffin as an icon, | don’t know him pamally. | mean, he’s somebody who was,
I've read John Donovan’s book about Frank Coffid parobably know as much from that book
as anything else. But he is, you know, he is aazamg man as well, has had a very important
role in the formation of the party. But he hasrbeat of party politics since, | don’t know,
when did he go on the federal bench? It must baes -

AL: Long time ago.

SM: Well, could probably figure it out, he must badween a Johnson appointee to the federal
bench | would bet, so before ‘68 | would think, Iimt sure. But it's a long time ago, so he
really hasn’t been involved in politics in threecddes. He’s been very much active in the state,
you know, as the, in his judicial role, but notaggolitical role. 1 think his role and John
Donovan’s role in the formation of the party, yowk, they’ve been pretty well documented in
lots of ways and they’re very important that wauss Squire as well from what | know.

AL: You've been a college professor and a politacdivist in Waterville. How have you
managed to bridge the town-gown divide?

SM: There’s a Don Nicoll question.
AL: Recognized that, didn’t you?

SM: Well, | mean, some could say | haven't, | loatlly when | ran for office. There are very
few people at Colby on the faculty who have be¢erested in the affairs of the town and of the
state. | have found, and I'm an outsider, I'm fiotn Maine, I'm in a religious minority, which
is a very small minority in this state. In someygianot prejudiced against because it's such a
small minority | would argue, but it's a small miitg nonetheless.

I’'m perceived as an intellectual or an eggheadhavary tower person, or whatever you want to
say. On the other hand I, you know, if you arévactf you care about the concerns, if you do
things like serve on the board of the Y or the Bd@lub or you coach little league or youth
soccer, you very quickly become part of a communind a lot of it has to do with, you know,
who you care about and what your personality ispent four years as a faculty member in
residence living on this campus with my, | wasray parent, and | had custody of my two
young children, not young any more, two childrerovel that time were young. And one of the
things that amazed me was that | knew because $qis hello to and knew every single person



that worked for dining services, every single parg@t worked for physical plant. And | could
come up to these offices and ask all the othertaetho they were and they would have no
idea, they were just faces. And to me they weopleewith interesting stories and who you
wanted to know, and you wanted them to know youad,Arou know, if my kids were running
around the campus, | knew that they were, had kpow, a hundred and fifty people who knew
who they were and cared who they were, and it séemme that’s what life is all about.

You come to a small town, you want to be part eflife of the small town, and that was why |
came here, that's why when | go to Washington ow Nerk or Boston, | quickly come back
here, because | like it, you know. My wife andd that when we were dating her mother said
to her, you know, “You don’t do anything in Watdliif you don’t want everybody in the town
to know it.” Well, that's absolutely true. Thesea down side to that certainly if you, if | had
gone through a divorce or dated somebody or songetifithat nature. On the other hand, when
you have a family crisis, you have all these pe@gie care about you. And it seems to me that
if that’s why you live in a place and if you aretsof of that place as opposed to just of your
discipline. | suppose if | were somebody who stddRousseau, as my colleague next door does,
| wouldn’t be as interested in everything that goes | don't think- | think my personality

would lead me to be that way anyway. But, you knihat's simply what it is. And there are
some very important people in this town who welcdnree and welcomed me into politics.

Kevin and, Kevin who's passed away about, prob&datyor twelve years ago now, and Nancy
Hill who were, Nancy was the mayor for a numbeyedrs. And they ran my, they were the
chairs of my campaign committee when | ran foragffand were very involved in that. Bill

Lorie is a former state representative from Fdulfizho was one of the first people | met in
Waterville and has been a friend for thirty years] yeah, lots of others. Sam Shapiro, the
former state treasurer, treasurer of the DemocPRatity, sort of an iconoclastic figure in
anybody’s mind, but he is somebody who once yowmkbecome part of the town, he was a very
important person in Governor Curtis’ administration

So that, you know, those are the kind of people dhink allow somebody to bridge town-

gown relations. And there are other--, Nancy anatB Chandler who, Bruce lived, retired and
left the state, but Nancy was a national committeean, and Bruce was very, ran for state chair
at one point. | think he lost to Dave Bustin isonte lost to and then went on to the superior
court bench for the state before he retired. Bosé were very important people in my life.
Severin and Cynthia Beliveau, who were p--, a fqgienple who | met through the 1974

Mitchell campaign, all of them -

AL: Is that how you met them?

SM: You know, | knew all those people tangenti&ilt we all worked together on that
campaign in one way or another, Tony Buxton, wkiediover in Buxton, a lot of people. That
was a campaign where George Mitchell brought petmglether, there’s no question about that.
And | suppose the swisher.

AL:  Johnny?

SM: George’s brother, John, who, you know, makes that everybody in town knows



everybody. John was, Swisher taught my kids imojuhigh school and he used to say, he’'d call
me aside, you know, he coaches basketball up hé€ellay. He called me aside and said, you
know, “I don’t mind you, Sandy, but | can’t starietfact that your kids both know more than |
do and they’re in seventh grade.” A very humblenraad great.

AL:  Well what have the local political figures tétigou about party politics in general?

SM: Oh, that's a good question. | think they taugke the questions to ask, you know, to see
when they were influential and why, one of the gisithat local people don’'t understand about
politics that professors do understand-

AL: I'm sorry, | don’t mean to cut you off, I'm gay to have to turn this over, | should have
done that.

SM: Okay.

End of Sde A
SdeB

AL: We are now on side B of the interview with gsor Sandy Maisel.

SM: Okay, one of the things that people don’t uetéard about, that local people don’t
understand about party politics is how differentyaolitics are in one state from another,
which is to say that, you know, until he went te trational committee and eventually to the
senate and ran the Democratic senatorial campaigmittee, | probably knew more about
various state politics than Senator Mitchell d&lthough he did run in the Muskie vice
presidential campaign so he learned parts ofthiatpoint. But certainly more than Tom Allen
knows or John Baldacci does. But what you carsdmu see what works and what doesn’t
work in one place and say, “Gee, is that expor@aldethat something that should be done?”
And look at what's done in other states, would thatk in this environment, and | think you can
do that.

The first thing | ever wrote in political sciencesva study of the effects of the McGovern-
Frazier reforms on local party organization in MairPAnd | went around the state, it's the first
time I'd ever been to Eastport, drove to everyenniewed with every Democratic county
chairman and just looked at the differences of wwat happening in different counties and how
they either did or didn’t understand sort of whifes these things were having on them and,
you know, how they responded to the new McGoveoplgewho came into the party in 1972.
Some of them were viewed as anti-Muskie, some wienged as people who would bring

energy to the party, and to me that’s a role thest imnportant to understand, that they enhancing
the party, not detracting from it.

So | think that really is, you know, it talks abautestions that you could ask, what you can see
is important, what you can see working, what yoeirsat working. And, you know, my
colleague Tony Carrato’s office is three doors ddéem mine, is probably one of the smartest
political operatives in the state of Maine, butshgort of, he’s an instinct politician as many



politicians are. I'm not an instinct politiciann sort of a study politician, you know, what, and,
you know, what can | get from one experience te takanother experience? And that’'s sort of
a different way of learning so that by viewing di#ént state and local people around, and
different careers of different people, you canggehe of that. And that’s why to me the demise
of the strength of party organization in the stateeally very sad. Sad may be a little,
detrimental to democracy.

AL: Have you had any memorable experiences workittgpolitical figures in Waterville or
the state of Maine?

SM: Oh, there were many memorable experiences.
AL: Can you recount them?

SM: Well, some funny experiences. | do remembefitist time | introduced Senator Muskie
when | was county chair of the Kennebec county catem and it was at the Calumet Club in
Augusta. And | made what | thought was a joke, lacah’t even remember what the joke was
in the introduction. Senator Muskie didn’t thirtknias very funny, and Nancy Hill said to me
after the meeting, she said, “It will take you thgears to get over that. You should never try to
joke with Senator Muskie; he tells the jokes orstheccasions.” | said, “Okay,” learned that
lesson.

And | also remember at one point Senator Mitchiki§ is actually in 1981, and he had been
appointed to the senate and was running for reefeagainst David Emery. It was the spring of
1981, the spring of 1982 | mean. | was teachinguase on the congress, and | asked him to
come speak here at Colby, the course had aboutdrdulikids in it. And we were down in
Lovejoy 100, and we're up on the platform, andd sat up a stage where | was in the center.
And there was another colleague of mine, who witisgito my right, and Senator Mitchell was
sitting to my left at little table. | was going $ort of run it like a, you know, conference with
these kids asking questions. And Senator Mitateethe in, looked at the seating arrangement,
took my colleague’s seat, moved it over to my lefok his seat and moved it over to my right.
And we'd started talking, | didn’t think anythirapout it, | sort of thought it was odd but |
couldn’t figure out what was happening, | didninth anything of it. And he got up, and he
started speaking, he said, “You might have wondesegl| changed the seating arrangement
here,” and everybody sort of tittered. And he sdidever want to be to the left of Sandy
Maisel, | never want to be accused of being tddfteof Sandy Maisel,” and everybody sort of
figured out what was going on at that point. Andias, you know, and it was a very nice thing
because it sort of acknowledged to my studentshdhought | was somebody who he had to
be concerned with, which was very gracious of lang also sort of said to the students,
perception is a very important part of what's goamgin politics. That was a very, a fun
experiences.

I've had a number of experiences with Senator Milichnd he’s just a wonderful man. He, |
was one of his hosts when he got an honorary degr€elby and to hear him come up here and
talk about the fact that you have to be the sam gfoundskeeper at Colby in order to get a
Bowdoin degree, which is a speech he’s given saufrémes.



AL: I've heard that one.

SM: But you know, it’s still, it's wonderful to he&. And to hear, I've been on a number of
occasions when he has talked really from his hedaotit what the people in Waterville and
organizations like the Boy’s Club-Girl’s Club in \téaville meant in terms of nurturing him.

| think, you know, it’s really neat to see thesepe as human beings. And people who are
really icons nationally, important figures on tregional stage have been, you know, there have
been really five Mainers | think in history who lealvad a major national effect, maybe six:
Hannibal Hamlin, James G. Blaine, Thomas Bracke#d® Ed Muskie, and George Mitchell,
maybe Margaret Chase Smith. | think I'd add Maegg&hase Smith if for nothing more than
the Declaration of Conscience, which is, you knawjmportant, marked a very important point
in American history. But you know, to have beeckipenough to know three of those people, |
was actually Senator Smith’s host when she gotaofary degree at Colby as well, and she
was.

It's a very interesting story about that actual§he, an earlier president of Colby, | won't say
who it was, awarded her an honorary masters eattgi career because she didn’t have a
bachelor's degree, and she was always offendeddty And President Carter- and | actually
nominated her, arranged for her to get an honatacyorate about two years, maybe three years
before she died, very close to the time she ditd she, | mean she was a very old woman at
that point, and it was really a wonderful tributehier and she took it as a wonderful tribute, told
wonderful stories, you know, sat around with a namdf us on the faculty and told great stories
about old times. She didn’t ever tell the storgabnvhen she was speaking on the lawn at Colby
College, it's probably one of the most famous Cdhyries.

AL: What's that?

SM: This was in 1970, it was the year before | caanel it was the time of the Cambodian
invasion. And she was up there, and actually $ematiskie was at the same occasion, but she
was up there giving a speech saying that Amerieamsot in Cambodia, that she was the
ranking Republican on the Armed Services Comméiee she knew that Americans were not in
Cambodia. And a guy got up, a Bowdoin graduatangitn the front row and says, “Excuse me,
Senator Smith, with all due respect, | just camekbieom Cambodia. And how can you say we
weren’t there? | was there carrying out my mijiterission in Cambodia. You're telling me |
wasn't there. And she turned back to the genbealaide, you know, said, “What’s going on
here?” And he, you know, he had no answer to tfiamintelligible phrase) one of the low
points, and that was also one of the reasons siné tiave any great affection for Colby,
because this was pretty much a seat of anti-wdimsent during the Vietham War.

But you know, to be, to know three of these sixgdepand again, Senator Muskie at a number
of occasions, Senator Mitchell as a friend and ¢mdg who I've worked for and who was an
advisor to me when | ran and who | kept in closetact with over the years. In fact we talked
about writing a biography at one point, thoughveredid it. That’s a tremendous privilege |
think. And you can’t do that, by the way, if yaud in New York state. You know, | lived in



New York state eighteen years and never met anyb@dyen | came to Maine, Ken Curtis
invited me to lunch about the first week | was hef@at’s really, the real difference being in a
state this size.

AL: Do you find that there’s a big difference iniN&-?
SM: Oh, absolutely.
AL: - that the connections. Just, one person a@isme another, connects to another?

SM: | was sitting in the Portland airport; I've ntiemed this earlier, a couple weeks ago. |
was talking to my wife, and we were trying to getwh to Washington, we were delayed, the
flights were delayed, and the governor comes upd@nd talks to me. You know, there’s not
many states where that will happen, and he’s tglkimout old times when he worked, we both
worked for Bill Hathaway in the 1972 campaign. Agdu know, his, my daughter’s boyfriend
just bought his former boat, there was owners twéen. It's like, those are the kind of stories
that you get in a state like Maine that you dogwidtin lots of other places.

AL:  And Angus King does have some Democratic ratiesn’t he?
SM: Sure, he was a Democrat. That's as Democrmaicas you can get. You know, | think -
AL: But he ran as an independent.

SM: Yeah, | think that he made a judgment thataswasier for him to run and win as an
independent than it was to get the Democratic natidn. It was a very wise judgment. |

would have advised against it; he was right. Buhhad the advantage of 2.3 million dollars or
whatever he spent of his own money, | can’t remembigat the number was. 1 think | can tell
you what the number was. I'm not sure | can teli ybut | think | can tell you what the number
was. But you know, a lot of money, of his own mptigat he spent in that campaign that can
make up for, you can get name recognition and getyaof not being in the party if you have
that kind of money of your own. Nope, doesn’t kayw much the governor spent, does say how
much senators and congressmen spent. That's leeseus

AL: And what book is that?
SM: Almanac of American PoliticsThat's because the federal- it's a book thabisststent

throughout the Federal Election Commission, it guefports of national spending but nothing, it
reports state spending in some states.

AL: You've been referred to as a Democratic adtiwkich is different than running for
office.

SM: Sure.

AL: What sort of things have you done specifictigt have put you in the category of



activist?
SM: Of course I'd call myself a former Democratatiaist.
AL: Okay.

SM: 1think I'd call myself a senior statesmantastpoint. Well, | was a county chair. | was
vice chair of the state platform committee twid¢@vas on the national rules committee once. |
was on the national platform committee once, I'eea delegate to two national conventions.

| have been a volunteer or paid staff person batline position on, you know, a number of state
wide and congressional campaigns. Helped, in ney gears helped raise money even for a
candidate, Congressman Allen, so that I, you krpihelieve in the Democratic party, | believe
in the principles of the party, | believe in thendalates of the party, and | do whatever | can to
help them. But in recent years one of the thihgs has happened is people have come to me
and sought my advice because I'm old. And that's,ftoo, and | tell them, “Just remember, |
lost.” Do you know Gordon Weil, have you met, hgoe interviewed him?

AL: Gordon Weil?

SM:  Weil, W-E-I-L, he lives in South Harpswell. $dwife, whose name I'm just blanking,
Roberta Weil, was the, was in Governor Brennanksnedt, and | think maybe in Governor
Longley’s cabinet as a business person. Gordagnwarked very high up in the McGovern
campaign for president and then moved back totdte.sAnd he really knows a great deal about
the politics of the state. He also said to mepf#e march to my door to give them advice, and |
tell them that | worked for George McGovern. Jeshember, remember the source.”

AL:  What do you think Muskie’s lasting contributsowill be to the state of Maine?

SM: Building up the Democratic Party.

AL: And how about to the nation?

SM: Clean Air and Clean Water legislation.

AL: Did you follow that legislation as it went tlugh?

SM: No, | mean, only as a citizen, not as a pdalitgcientist. But it's very clear that he had a
critical role in focusing the nation’s attention environmental concerns.

AL: As a resident of Maine during that period thatwvas working on that legislation, could
you see it, coming from Washington, that Muskie hedname and his stamp on the things that
were happening?

SM: Oh, absolutely, absolutely. Muskie was a playethe national scene after 1968. | mean
he really was less a player in Maine after 1968;mmore a player on the national scene.



AL: After the vice presidential, right.

SM: After he ran for vice president, absolutelyeeafter 1972 when he ran the unsuccessful
campaign for the presidential nomination, he waatéonal player. And he would have stayed
one had he not gone, become secretary of statehwkhink was a, I, | did not concede and talk
to me. | don't think | spoke to him between thmdi Well, | guess he came back to the state
once for a Democratic function. I've never sean hfter that.

But you know, | had very little contact with himtagt point, but it seemed to me what he was
saying by taking the secretary of state positioa tane when it looked very much like the
presidency was going to end, the Carter presidemsygoing to end, that that was how he
wanted to retire, and that was a key position andid that. And that, people have a right to do
that. You know, people do not owe their entire tid public service and not making any money,
not being able to live in the life style that thélyat other people who don’t do that, and he gave
thirty years. Thirty years? Almost thirty yeagospbably thirty years by that time if you
(unintelligible word) became mayor of Waterville. Something like shyears to, you know, to
sustain the citizens of the nation. Just as, ymwk Senator Mitchell does. 1 think, you know, |
was so sorry when Senator Mitchell retired, bubm’tresent the fact that he retired, | think he
had every right to retire.

AL: Are there things that you think are importdrattl haven’t asked you yet, that-?

SM: No, I think you’ve asked pretty good questiohghink you got most of the, most of the
information you're going to get out of me.

AL: Let me just ask this question.
SM: Sure.

AL: What trends do you see happening in Maine nghi that we haven’t, we've talked
about the state party structure, but are therer dtbeds politically that you see in Maine?

SM: | don’t know what the next generation of pakili leaders looks like. | don’t think we
know what the effect of term limits is. One of théngs that we’ve frequently had is people
who build their time up in the state legislatud®e Brennan did that, Olympia did that, David
Emery did that, I'm just trying to think of othengo followed that route. And we don't have
that route available anymore. Ken Curtis did itilume was secretary of state.

And it seems to me that route is, | don’t think kvew what's going to happen, and | don't see, |
don’t think the people have the opportunity to beedeaders and make a real mark in a way
that, you know, whether you like him or dislike hithat John Martin did with this term limits
movement. And | think, you know, what the effetthat is going to be, | fear that it's going to
be amateur politics in the state legislature, pebple running for state wide office and | think
that will be a shame. You know, if you don’t hdkie people who are really dedicated to public
service showing that dedication. | don’'t know I&$en, but | don’t think just because Les
Otten is a great entrepreneur, he should be awtdéepublic office holder. He maybe is a great



guy, | just know that, but you know, I’'m much manéerested in somebody, you know, who has
worked on a city council or was a mayor or in tteeslegislature and has demonstrated in that
setting what they can do.

AL: Now, John Martin was a Colby College graduate.

SM: No.

AL: No? University of Maine.

SM: University of Maine. He taught here for a wtslctually, he taught -

AL: Okay, maybe that was what | had in my headdtka -

SM: He taught a course on state and local goverhhese for a couple years.

AL: And that was, was that before you were here?

SM: No, | hired him, actually.

AL: Oh, you hired him? And he-?

SM: And | also didn’t rehire him.

AL: So he was here for a couple of years teaching.

SM: He did two or three years, yeah. He teaches Hpesque Isle, and frankly his courses
were not as rigorous as ours. And that was bedaigeas being a speaker of the house at the
same time he was teaching the course. | thinktihe politician; state wide politician that was a
Colby graduate recently is Phil Merrill.

AL: Ishe-?

SM: 1think he’s head of the Maine State Employesdciation now?

AL: Okay.

SM: Last | knew.

AL: And have you, do you know where he lives, wdrata of the state?

SM: | assume Augusta, but | don’t know. | havesgén him in a long time.

AL:  You mentioned Joe Angelone? As a big funceraisr Democratic -

SM: I don’'t know if Joe Angelone’s still alive? Davould know.



AL: | wondered, | hadn’'t heard that name before.

SM:  You know Angelone’s Pizza in Portland?

AL:  Yes.

SM: That's Joe Angelone.

AL: Okay, okay.

SM:  Don will know him, and he’ll know if he’s stidllive or not.

AL: And Tony Buxton?

SM: Tony Buxton is an attorney for Preti, FlaheBgliveau & Pachios in Augusta.

AL: In Augusta, okay. | think that's all the quess | have. Did you want to add anything
else before we end it?

SM: No, I've enjoyed this very much, thanks veryamu I've had a lot of fun.
AL: Thank you.

End of Interview
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