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MUBSKIE RENEWS CALL FOR ACTION ON FRESIDENT'S WELPARE BILL

Hampden, Maine ~~ Benator Edmund 8. Muskie .(D-Maine) today urged prompt con-
sideration of President Nixon's Family Asaistance Plan "Because reform of our welfare
system must be one of our highest national priorities."

Speaking befere the Hampden Jaycees Wednesday night, the Senator said that not
only must the lives of those living in poverty be inproved, so also must the countty "relieve
‘gtate governments of the severa. finanoial burdens which the present welfare system places
upon-them. ;

“That is why 1 have supported the Nixon Administration’s initiative in offering a
major welfare reform proposal.”

More than a month ago, Mr. Muskie made a similar plea for action in & statement on
the S8enate floor. He called passage of a Welfare Reform Bill “the first major step toward
welfare realism in years."

In his remerks to the Maine group, Senator Muskie said that the bfll which the Senate
should be considering would provide "a minimum level of federal support for all needy
families with children, «inciuding the working poor. It would provide a basic income for the
aged, blind and disabled of $110-a month, It would provide an incentive for present welfare
reciplents to work by making them better off financially if they earn mondy than if they
depend completely on welfare assistance, And it would provide an increase in job training
opportunities and the disestablishmentof day care centers,

“For Maine this would mean~-additional federal assistance of some §14 million,
suppart for 90,000 of Maine's working poar who presently receive no federal assistance at
all, and a savings to the State of $3.2 million if present levels of welfare agsistance remain
‘the same,” ‘

Senator Muskie called the present welfare system undignified, inadequate and un-
sound. "Heads of families are discouraged from seeking jobs and many wives and children
are better off financially {f thetr hustands and fathers leave them,"

Senator Muskie warted that “wealfare reform would not be a substitute for the State's

responsibility to provide social services for the poor. But it could help State government
eventually use more of its revenues to provide better services for all its citizens."
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