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Biographical Note

John Lewis Martin was born on June 5, 1941 in Ehglee, Maine. At the age of three, his
parents moved from Eagle Lake to Brownville Junttide grew up speaking French and
English. Martin graduated from Fort Kent Commur8ighool in 1959 and afterwards spent two
years at the University of Maine, Fort Kent, befoensferring to the University of Maine at
Orono (UMO). After his graduation from UMO in 198d@artin stayed there to begin graduate
work and also won a position in the state legistathe next year. His election (as a Democrat)
caused some short-lived tension between Martinlhegarents, who were Republicans. He
stayed in the Maine House of Representatives 188b and was Speaker of the House for
nineteen and a half years. During that period,dtedanumber of other jobs, including teaching
at various colleges and high schools in northerm®and serving as an aide to Senators
Edmund S. Muskie and George Mitchell.

Scope and Content Note

Interview includes discussions of: family histolggislative career overview; teaching and other
early jobs; family involvement in politics; childbd experiences with ethnicity; social cliques at
college; anti-French professor at UMO; politicaligism at UMO; influences before college;
summer work after high school; Floyd Powell; infhges at Orono; friends at Orono;



Democratic state legislators in the ‘60s and “&2s]ly memories of Muskie, dual membership in
Young Democrats and Young Republicans; Chubb Giddyalty test; early work for Muskie;
confrontation with Howard Hughes’ aide; liaison Wwavith Secret Service; Muskie’s ‘68
campaign; ‘70 and ‘72 campaigns; impressions oéothembers of Muskie’s staff; Dickey
Lincoln and Allagash Waterway projects; and hiskvarConnecticut.
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Transcript

Don Nicoll: Itis Saturday, October the 10th, 1998, andithBon Nicoll interviewing John
Martin at the Moose Point Camps on Fish River Laleynship 13, Range 8. John, would you
start with your full name and your date of birtkegse?

John Martin: John Lewis: L-e-w-i-s, Martin, 6/5/41.

DN: And where were you born?

JM: Eagle Lake.

DN: And give us a brief overview of your life andear.

JM: Brief? Um, when | was about three, my family radvo Brownville Junction for a winter.
My father was involved in a logging operation. oAib the only thing | remember about that



operation was my running through the hovel withltbeses. They had about fifty horses |
remember, at least the number gets greater aisk| flget older. But . ... My mother was
cooking, my father was sort of managing the opematiThe following year we moved to
Greenville, when | was four, and stayed there thhathe fourth, halfway through the fourth
grade. | tell the story that when | left Eagle eakcouldn’'t speak French; when | came back to
Eagle Lake in the middle of the fourth year, | @i speak, | could speak, I'm sorry. | could
speak French when | left, lost it, and then whearhe back, | could only speak English, which
was obviously a problem. And so | relearned tinglege, so to speak, through the fourth
grade. And there are still words that | use thatrent typical of the valley. Graduated from
what was then the Dirigo Grammar School, and thentwo Fort Kent Community High School,
which was then a community high school districttually community high school district
number one, the first one created in 1948. Pddhat time, students from Eagle Lake could go
anywhere to high school and the state. I'm sdahg,town, paid tuition to any location you
wanted to go. And that was, | graduated from sigool in 1959, the college course. Then |
spent two years at Fort Kent, trans-, and decidedrited to major in political science,
transferred to Orono, graduated there in ‘63, stdliere for my graduate work, and left there in
January of ‘64 after | won the representative rase.that | was, in effect, a graduate student
when | was running in the election in ‘64.

DN: You were twenty-three then?

JM: Right. And my parents and a lot of my relatives were registered Republicans could
not vote for me in the primary. There was no Rdéipah candidate, and so they wrote my name
in. So | got the required number of votes and §mncould do cross-filing. | turned it down
because Ed Muskie was on the ticket, and so theypa Republican through the process, and
obviously won, won the ‘64 election. And then 870, well, in between, | worked obviously in
Washington for the senator, on the Hill, off thdlHn the campaign office, in Waterville, in the
campaign office in Waterville across the streetklia the Senate payroll, back to Washington.
And at that point decided that | was going to lmamadidate for minority floor leader. I'm sure
you remember Louis calling the senator ...

DN: Louis Jalbert.

JM: ... right, saying that | was using the Watervilnate office to campaign against him.
Probably the toughest race | ever ran. Beat hinwoyvotes; thirty-four - thirty-two. That was

in ‘70. And then we put together a group of pepplent looking for candidates. And we were
able to find candidates who were willing to runnddwe slowly built the margin up in ‘72 to
where we were within five votes of the majorityndthen we ended up with ninety-two seats as
| remember, ninety-two, ninety-three. I've forgottthe exact number, in the election of ‘74.
Part of that, of course, caused by Watergate. hBuing said that, it's been twenty-five years,
twenty-four to be exact, and the House has nevee gack to being Republican. And | was
speaker for about nineteen and a half years, redjgaod, ‘91? No, ‘90. When the hell was it,
‘94?

DN: Ninety-five.



JM: Ninety-five, ‘95, and decided to run again. Ahdn term limits came into play and |
decided to run anyway. [l] came within, on write-came within about four hundred votes of
winning the fall election. Which offers, even ifidd won, | couldn’t serve, which. . . . You
know, that final Supreme Court decision occurreoudlthree weeks prior to the November
election. So Fort Kent was the biggest town, d&ad's why we just stopped doing the work,
because there was no sense putting people thrbeghates knowing that | couldn’t serve. And
then decided in January this year to run. Thatlgipal, | guess.

DN: Now, over the years, you've mentioned your jditcareer; you were also teaching.

JM: Yeah, when | got out of my first year in the gture in 1965, | decided that | wanted to
stay in northern Maine. And in 1965 when you lableound for jobs, there weren’t any for a
college graduate unless you taught. | was abjeet@ teaching position in social studies at Fort
Kent Community High School in that fall, in ‘65, &stayed there off and on until ‘72. | would
teach the full year when the legislature wasn¥ession, because it was biennial session. When
it wasn't, | worked in Washington or | worked in Yeaville or whatever it was, and then | would
come back and teach. And | was teaching either kisBory or American government or state
government at the high school. In 1970 after Igjetted to minority floor leader, and ‘71
actually is when | started to serve. After | gohd | realized that | really could not continue to
teach at the high school and do justice to theestisdbecause | was away and was going to be
away so much when | became part of the leadership.

At that point Dean Powell, who was Floyd Powelenththe dean at the University of Maine at
Fort Kent, then Fort Kent State Normal School, iKeht State Teachers’ College, called me
and said, “I'm retiring and we need someone tolteacouple courses.” So | went in and taught
economics and American government. And teachiog@umics was really tough because of my
graduate work, all my economics was governmemtalrfte. | tell people there was real great
deficit spending. So, but it was really tough, daoyway | did it. And | did that, and | can
remember my beginning salary was somewhere arduad thousand bucks.

And then eventually, in ‘75, | became, quote, atteer consultant”, or the university consultant.
That’s the way we started to pay me. And theb¢idame an adjunct professor, and then
became a, oh. . .. and then | couldn’t be anytkisg because there was a provision in the, when
the university unionized, | had them insert in toatract that constitutional officers could not
become employees of the university, basically tigmt myself. Because, | didn’t want anyone
coming back at me and saying | was double-dippigd that remained in the contract. Then
that got wiped out, | got taken out. | then becathen the part-time faculty organized through
ATHEM, and AFL-CIO became the representative. Antdsequent to that | became an
assistant professor of political science threetgudime. Five years ago, | became full-time
under a regular teaching contract. As a mattéaaif I've got a tenure this year; had to go
through that process.

And through this process, by the way, through, thiedexact years escape me but somewhere
around ‘91 to ‘93 | taught three semesters at Calate government. And | would drive up two
days a week in the morning, eight o’clock in therniag, and would teach at Colby. | was
getting five thousand dollars for that, which wag @nd a half times what | was getting at Fort



Kent for the same thing. That's when | realizeak tbrivate institutions pay a lot better than
public institutions. But it was a good experief@meme because |, obviously dealing with a
different group of students, some actually lessvated because they knew where the next meal
was coming from, their parents. And it was alwangsresting to go outside and see them with
Jaguars and other cars that even | could not affeder mind my students at Fort Kent. So in
effect | led a double career through all this pes¢eolitical and educational.

DN: The early days, your father worked in the wopdsharily?

JM: Right, and my father hated politics. My mothexrsva lot more political. She would, she
was a ballot clerk, | mean, as long as | can reneem@ery upset when, she was a registered
Republican as was my father, very upset when foathe legislature, because she no longer
could be ballot clerk because | was the son. $haya was involved in supporting Margaret
Chase Smith. And every so often when Margaretegbtiyou know, she’d be in Augusta or
where I'd see her. And she, because my mothesstithalive at that point, and she would say,
“Your poor mother. How could you have done thahéo?” But my mother became a
Democrat. My father died a Republican. My mothecame a Democrat when Bill Hathaway
beat Margaret Chase Smith. Not because Bill Hatdlyamon, but because if the Republicans
could do that to Margaret, she didn’t want to be pathe party. So one day | walked home, |
mean | came home. And she said, “l want an enssitroard.” 1 said, “What?!” This would
have been the election of, what, ‘72?

DN: Seventy-two.
JM: And it would have been ‘73, sometime in Januafgah, she became a Democrat.
DN: Now, you had older brothers and sisters.

JM: Most of them apolitical, except for Paul, who tear before | ran for the legislature, he
ran for selectman. And he served, | want to say ¢w five terms in that position. But that,
short of that, you know, my connection with poltiother than my mother, was probably more
with my uncle Claude who lived two houses, threedas down. And that's where | first met Ed
Muskie, when the Democratic state committee metd,A don’t know if it was at that meeting
or subsequent, when Ed Muskie was selected toebBéimocratic nominee in 1958. And | still
remember all the cars, because that meeting wdsahéhe Camps of Acadia. And | remember
the cars at the house, you know. And my cousiay@#’s son and | were eight or nine. And |
remember seeing this very tall man, who of couuseed out to be Ed Muskie.

DN: Now, your Uncle Claude was a member of the latyise.

JM: | had two uncles that served in the legislataores was Michael Burns who served from
1919 to 1938, I think. And then Claude, somewlertbe ‘40s, four maybe, until probably ‘58
would be my guess. Yeah, he served, Mike Burng@sember served for sixteen years, and
Claude served for fourteen. And | representeds#tme district for thirty-two.

DN: The family’s had a lot, then.



JM: It's been an interesting. And most people just'tithink about it, | mean, you know, you
just don’t, I don't talk about it very much.

DN: And all three Democrats.

JM: All three were Democrats. When Mike Burns wasdh he survived by owning a house
and renting rooms to legislators. My aunt wouldrab they had a boarding house, and
Republicans and Democrats stayed there, becauseviieee only like fourteen Democrats. And
when Claude was there, there weren’t many more tlilenty-two, twenty-three. And he served
with Ed Muskie, | do remember that. So actuallyyoéuld have been probably ‘60 when he got
done. No, no, he did not serve with Muskie as gawe So it would have been prior to, well,
he could have served when he was governor. Yeawohld have, ‘54 ...

DN: In the mid-fifties.

JM: Yeah, ‘54, ‘56, yeah. I've got to put it togetla some point. But | haven't, | have it
somewhere. | just don’t, | haven’t focused on foatsome time.

DN: I'd like to go back to your childhood and schingland your perspective on the state as a
child and young person growing up in a predomiryaitench community.
What were your experiences?

JM: Well, when | left, like | said, when | left Eagleke, | couldn’t speak really any English.
For some time in Greenville | felt a little disciimted against, but that didn’t bother me. |
picked up the language very quickly and pickedrigntls who were next door, the Tornquists
and the Sawyers, the Smiths and whatever, whombeuer, . . and then we moved back to Eagle
Lake and then obviously we were back to a homoggnau And there were some French in
Greenville, as there are today, but we only sawntivaen we went to church on Sunday.
Because the Catholics who were living in Greenwvilexe mostly people who’'d come into the
woods coming from the eastern part of Quebec domough Jackman, and eventually down to
Greenville to work for Scott Paper.

And so, | guess when | was going through high sktamain, we were very, in many ways very
isolated because, at least | was. | ended umjgitiie college course and we were only, in my
sophomore year, they split the scientific collegd aon-scientific college course, which meant
if you were scientific you took trigonometry, callgs, physics, chemistry, etc. The others
didn’t. So that we ended up in a group of elevAnd we came literally, we had very little
connection with the one hundred and ten other stisde my class that graduated, unless they
came from Eagle Lake. And even then because iteEadce there were Bouchard, Parent,
Michaud, Martin, at least five of the eleven camuef Eagle Lake, two from St. Francis, one
from Wallagrass, and a couple from Fort Kent. \&® nhever affiliated, frankly, with the Fort
Kent crowd. So we never felt the animosity thasfiedt by other students against the out-of-
towners, because we were it, | mean, we were eJevercontrolled the, outsiders controlled.
Then | went to Fort Kent, and again that was vemnbgenous.



My first shock was when | went to Orono; one talfirlacks that spoke French, to find
minorities that, frankly, | had never dealt witindaall of a sudden be thrown into at that point
five thousand students, which was the amount afestubody at Orono at the time. And we
pretty much developed an Aroostook club. PennyisldPenny Smith-Harris, for example was
one of them, Mars Hill. So anyone that was fromodstook, whether you were Catholic, French
or anything else, we were very much bonded togetAed every Sunday after they went to
their Congregational church, we went to the Newi@anter. We'd get together in the Bear’s
Den, thirty, forty, fifty, and that became the gang

Then | went to graduate school, and we were only. fdt was a brand new program in political
science and there were only four of us, and thhatily where, actually | got involved in politics
at the university before. One of them was beinglved in helping to fire a professor who
discriminated against French students. And thaflyrés funny because when | look back at it, |
can't believe | even did it. | was gone, for whaiereason, and | came back and took the final.
And when | took the final, | never got, well, bagl, we were. . . . The lectures were in what is
now Bennett Hall, about a hundred and fifty studemnd he would spend about twenty
minutes going through the list of students outrohaur and a half class, and he would murder
the French names.

| remember one well because | was sort of goingnatlit her. Her name was Michaud from
Lewiston. And he would go “Michard, Machard, Micite,” and every time was different. And
so finally one day | raised my hand and | asked ihime, to recognize me, | asked him if he
needed help in pronouncing French names. Andetlibinoke loose. So we get to the exam, and
we take it. And I'm going into the exam with a Bay lab is an A-. | get my grade and it'sa D
for psych, psych 1, it was Psych 100. So | werse® him, and he said | couldn’t see the exam.
| went to see Dr. Nichols, who was then the chithe department, and he said that | was a
good young college student, | shouldn’t interfeithvihe professor’s grading system. So |
thanked him and | went to see Dean [Joseph] Mumdnp was then the Dean of College in Arts
and Sciences. Big, tall, very distinguished logkiwhitish hair, and basically said I'll check

into it. And | went back and he said, “I'll changeur grade to a C.” And | said, “No, you just
confirmed what | thought.” So | went to see DiidElwho, as you know, became president at
George Washington when he left Orono. And | werdde him and | said, “I'd like to be put on
the board of trustees agenda.” Because then weeseven members of the board, just Orono;
state colleges were not involved. And he said,,"idat’s not a good idea.”

So | called Claude, he called the president, tlzérctvho happened to be Bob Haskell, who
Claude knew. So | showed up at the board meetimgl they asked for public comment, and |
raised my hand. And Elliot says, | can’t rememiherexact words because it's been so long,
something to the effect, “Oh, we’ve taken carehef problem.” And Bob said, “Oh let the
young man speak,” which 1 did. And all hell brdkese after that and other people came
forward. And it, you know, | mean, it resultedanerview and whatever else happened, and he
was gone by the following year. Whether or nokvgingly responsible, I'll never know.

! Joseph Murray, Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences, University of Maine, Orono, Maine, 1941-
1966.



But, so | guess my first political, real political. . And that was followed with Herb Marster’'s
and, when we were in graduate school, of tryingrevent the construction of Hancock Hall
because the oaks were going to be cut on the Maitl we did, we were front padgangor

Daily News for two weeks. The administration was wild. ©fticse we lost, but when it was all
over the one thing, and they still have it, theyated a committee, students, faculty,
administration for the sighting of future buildings campus.

So having, now the rest of that story, now | runtfe legislature and I'm sitting on the state
government committee. And Dr. Elliot appears onfrof us. And needless to say, | had a great
time. So, he never, and | saw him in Washingtanraber of years after that. He still
remembered me. But, | mean, other than Claudeaothg saying to me, “If you want to change
things you have to be involved in politics and teag really. . . .”

DN: Was Claude Martin a major influence on you mnig of getting involved?

JM: I don’t know. | would assume so because | spdat of time there, you know. Because
my father would be home weekends. But during teekn worked in the store, starting in the
eighth grade.

DN: That was Claude’s store?

JM: Yeah, so eighth grade, freshman in high schoglhemore in high school, junior, those
years. Or I'd work at the sporting camps whiclolaed, the Camps of Acadia, so. And he
was always very good to us, you know, pay us well ke us places. So, yeah, I'm sure, you
know, the amount of influence- | don’t know, buttednly it was substantial.

DN: Were there influences on you among your teaclers.?

JM: | can't, | would say the one teacher that hadntlest political influence on me would have
been Josephine Gagnon, G-a-g-n-0-n, who was myregyade teacher, and also was a person
that got me into 4-H. And so from the seventh grallithe way to graduation from high school,
| was involved in 4-H. And the result of that, eam, | won leadership awards which took me to
Washington, trips to Chicago, Orono at least ongeaa. And remember, I'm just a kid, you
know, so. But she was one of those individuals aéoted herself to teaching and 4-H.

DN: And the 4-H experience, | take it, was very imaot to you.

JM: Oh yeah, because it got me involved. She als®ébme to read, because she was one of
those, really probably the first teacher that | member getting boxes of books from the
Maine State Library every month. | mean boxesbphbdy a couple hundred books. And we had
to read a book a week, and she would have us disham in class. So you really couldn’t get
away with not having read. And that started atyusith another teacher | had in the seventh
grade who also, you know, obviously they were teaghcross the hall from one another. And
she would use the same system, not as many bowolkgtth | think we were reading one every
two or three weeks or something like that.



DN: So you, in middle school, what we call lowerigurhigh school now, were being pushed
intellectually and in leadership roles.

JM: Yeah. There’s no question that, you know, mgrfds, the mere fact that they were going
to be taking those courses forced me in effedtttank, excel, that | would not have otherwise
have done. Latin, chemistry, trigonometry, calsykigebra- two years of that, you know, all
those courses | know | would've. . . . And of cautise way the program was set up at Fort Kent
at that time, you had one free period. And we ward up taking another course because we
were bored in the study halls. So my sophomore ek world history. My junior year |

took, what the hell was it, something else. Opetyeven though that was not something college
students took. We all said we thought we’d negdét had no idea why. So we took type. And
my senior year, | think it's current events we tasksomething like that, just to fill up the
schedule.

DN: When you thought about your future in those ddigyou think that you wanted to get
out of the valley, or. ... ?

JM: No, the reverse. | had made the decision theit,fisst of all, we graduated a hundred and
twenty-one in the high school in my senior clas$989. When we entered my freshman year,
we were closer to a hundred. After graduationregheere only five left in the St. John valley, of
the one hundred and twenty-one. | was the onlyilmigagle Lake. And as | look back, you
know, | almost made that decision, too.

And | tell this story which is actually very factud had been accepted at Orono in February |
think, sent my fifty dollars, scheduled to go. Al friends were going to Connecticut, from
Fort Kent, from Eagle Lake rather. So | called @@nd canceled; that's why | ended up at
Fort Kent. Graduation night, after graduation Juith, I'll never forget it, Friday night,
Saturday morning, | swear it was four o’clock ie timorning, but my father woke me up by the
toes. That would have been 1959, he was sinaedetiAnd he said to me, “What are you doing
this summer?” And | responded by saying, “Oh.duiht I'd take it easy and go to Connecticut
in the fall.” The conversation, | don’t remember $ure how it went, but he says, “No one’s
going to stay in this house and do nothing, sagbup, there’s a horse left in the barn, saddle
the horse, take the bucksaw, go in the wood lotséad cutting wood.” In those days, wood
was cut in four foot and peeled. And in late Jutegreat with the flies. After a week of that |
decided that there had to be a better future, ataried looking around town for a job because |
knew that if | had a job, not a problem.

| got a job at Claude Souci’s store. Actuallypt @ job, that’s not true, | got a job working for
cousin who was working on Second Street puttingravel so they could subsequently hot top
it, or actually put asphalt in those days. Sordftkd that, Claude Souci’s wife came up to me.
And | was working, I'd been there probably four dagnd the person, she said, “Would you be
interested in working at the store? Because th&opewe had, just quit.” And | said, “I think
so.” She said, “Well, come on over and see Clduéed so | went over, and he hired me.

Fifty dollars a week, no, forty dollars a week, eewn the morning until nine at night, six days a
week, and Sunday after low mass, which is nineoalcluntil five. But it was better than doing



pulp wood. And | worked there all through gradusthool. When | left there | was making a
hundred and fifty or two hundred bucks a week amohing the place. So, you know. And the
reason | ended up at Fort Kent was | could no loegéer Orono, it was too late. | tried, but. . .

DN: Had you planned at that time to major in pdditiscience?

JM: No, no. | was, when | went to Fort Kent I, welf,course Fort Kent was a teacher
preparatory institution and that's really what Isygou know. . . . And then I transferred because
| really enjoyed, well, back up. When | enteretdege, | really thought | was going to major in
math and sciences. After | did that for awhileetidied that I really, that wasn’t my field. And

I'd gotten political courses with actually Floydwell and | got interested in politics. And so
when | transferred to Orono, | majored in histong government. And then when | graduated,
they opened the, for the first time, the politisailence major for graduate school.

DN: Now, Floyd Powell was obviously an influencesaveral points in your career.

JM: Oh yeah, yeah, yes certainly for getting me imgdlor interested in politics, and then
certainly finding a job for me.

DN: And you have the Floyd Powell Memorial CenteEgmgle Lake.

JM: Right. We decided, as a matter of fact his widamie, was the first public health nurse,
so we named one building the Mamie Powell, andbther building the Floyd Powell.

Primarily because she was the first person whomeek “no” from. . . . She was the first
person, public health nurse in the area, but dsonsas the first person who would deal with a
family that had a mentally retarded child or an gamally disturbed child, and find resources,
until the day she died. So when we built the facfbr the mentally retarded, the board felt that
they certainly were deserving of the honor.

DN: At some point | want to. ... At Orono, whor@gour greatest influences?

JM: [Eugene] Gene Mawhinney, Bob Thompson, Bud [W&héiSchoenberger, those are
probably the three.

DN: They were all political science instructors?

JM: Yeah. Uh, Jim Clark | guess would be the othex, avho subsequently became president
at Temple. Oh, one other, Herb Bass in histomlodnatic history. God, how can | forget him?
Yeah, | would guess that’s, | can’t say the saond¢He educational department.

DN: What did they teach you that stuck with youltregest?

JM: Actually, probably challenging, challenges, deghvith them, | would say. Obviously I

learned the material. But | think the, dealinghwtt dealing of the challenge, getting involved,
certainly especially true with Bud Schoenberger @ede Mawhinney, yeah.



DN: Were there students there that have been afogour life since your time at Orono?

JM: Other than valley, Herb Marsters. We are skilke. He was one of the four political
science majors, and, from Westbrook. He was ateafrom Pogo about the same time | was. |
spent as much time, he was married, had threegkithee time. We were pretty much always
together, and we got involved in politics and gotalved in that stuff. And | can remember the
night we sat up all night talking about really wegbt to run for the legislature, him from
Westbrook and me. And we, you know, we were &l ih A week later he’d say, “You know,

| can’t run with three kids, but you're differerd gou have got to run.” So that was. . . .

| came home during the break in early March andtweethe local hangout. And there were a
bunch of old guys there, | still remember somemgjtaround the side. Philip Blanchette and
Dumais, “old man” Dumais, Odeo Blanchette -- a vehgding who were, you know. . . . And
they said, “Well, John, you're going to college,atlare you going to do?” | said, “Oh, | don’t
know yet.” And they said, “Well, you're probabiké the rest of them. We’'re, quote, going to
‘educate’ you, and you're going to leave.” So back and | sort of thought about that. And a
couple weeks later | came back and | walked inlasadd, “I'll give you a chance,” not, words to
that effect but, “if I run, I win, I'll stay.” Wehback, Herb Marsters and | devised the first
brochure on the university printing press, wrot piness release, sent it to the television and. . .
So | tell the story that, now [ left town literally don’t know if I went, | may have gone with
Herb or | went to Quebec. | don’t remember whatas | did, but | did something. And | was
living on Grove Street with some sleepers, andetheare a pile of messages when I, under the
door, “Call home, call home, call home.” Becausemother and father knew nothing about
this, because | knew that if | had said anythifgaurse they didn’'t know | was a Democrat, my
mother would have been, you know. So | calledthedperator said, “Will you accept a collect
call from John Martin?” My mother said, “Yes.” &kaid, “Why did you do this?” So, that was
the beginning. That would have been April 3rd@nsthing.

DN: Nineteen sixty-four. Now, Ed Muskie was runningreelection for the Senate. And that
year, who was running for governor?

JM: In ‘64 it would have been Clauson. No, who tlk# tvas running? Oh, Reed.

DN: Reed against ...

JM: Reed was in, right?

DN: Yeah.

JM: Sixty-two to ‘66.

DN: Oh, so there was no gubernatorial race.

JM: So there wasn't a gubernatorial race. And thmnhad, you know, then of course the

Democrats put a slate together, and that’s whereEand Floyd and Glen ended up being on
the Senate. And in Presque Isle they convincedismop, who was a very wealth-, | mean,



doing very well as a lawyer, who they promised tietefinitely wouldn’t win, and they filled

the ticket. And in 1964 there were twenty-nineéppto the election, twenty-nine Republicans in
the Senate-, five Democrats. And after the eladtizvas the exact reverse. In the house the
Democrats only had like forty or fifty seats, and @nded up with seventy-nine and Dana Childs
was elected speaker. Me and Levesque became tydioor leader, Keith Anderson became
the assistant majority floor leader. Dana, I'mrgpbavid Kennedy became from minority to, |
mean, from majority, from speaker to minority fldeader.

DN: And in the Senate Bud Reed was the ...

JM: [Carlton] Bud Reed [Jr.] was the president, Flayas majority floor leader, EImer was
chairman of Judiciary. Um, oh God, Chisholm froortRand was the assistant majority floor
leader, female, Mary Chisholm, is that her name?

DN: 1 think that’s right.

JM: Pretty bad. And Dick Glass was the Republi¢aorfleader from Waldo. | mean, the
only reason they won was there was no Democrat.

DN: And what committee were you on in that legisiatu

JM: State Government. The following year | was Texgtand then Appropriations.

DN: And in the 1966 election, Ken Curtis was elected

JM: Right.

DN: But you went back to the minority at that point.

JM: Yeah, went back to minority. Stayed there uidl

DN: What are your most vivid memories of that peiiothe legislature?

JM: The opposition to growth by the Republicans. ,Bug difference between now and then,
Republicans were much more principled, were in ipipion a lot smarter, better quality, more
honorable, not as ideologued, willing to work wyibu. And that started to shift in the ‘90s big
time. The quality of the Republicans both in leatl@ and in the membership got progressively
worse.

DN: Did you have mentors in the legislature?

JM: | tell people it was a seven hour caucus fromustig to Aroostook, with me and
Levesque, Floyd Harding, Elmer Violette, Glen Manueon Lebel. | would meet them in
Presque Isle and we’d travel down in snow stormsyl@mtever. So, you know, | mean, we’'d

end up talking about anything and everything. Atehrned a great deal about what was going
on, because they would talk leadership businesshayd always say, “Now, you shut up about



this,” and, fine. Then | roomed with Emilien aet@apitol City Motel for as long as he was
there, and frankly that was. . . . And then wherlimwould always go back at night to work, |
always went with him because | certainly wasn’ingpio watch television all night. And |
would, basically that’s how | learned the rulesav® Kennedy, | would, you know, sit there and
argue in his office with him. He was very good aiit, | mean, you know. . . . And | think
about it; | was the only sitting legislator ...

End of Sde One
Sde Two

JM: .. actually, no, | can go one step further, | wasahly legislator, former or otherwise,
outside of Washington County went to his funer&hd | could not believe it.

DN: We're starting the second side of the Octobéin, 11998 interview with John Martin.

John, we were talking about your mentors in théslature and the leadership drawn particularly
from Aroostook County that you traveled back armthféo Augusta with. I’'m going to drop

back now and talk about your experiences with Serdtskie. And you told me earlier that
you first vaguely remembered him at your uncle’sipa during a campaign.

JM: | think the house.

DN: At the house.

JM: And the state committee was at the camp. Thdiat |, | subsequently read that in the
paper twenty years later, and I'm not sure thatiene Muskie decided to run or whatever. |I.. ..

DN: Do you remember what time of the year it wa'%$8?

JM: I really don’'t. Could have been ‘57, becauseds before he was a candidate.
DN: For the Senate.

JM: Yup, no, no, I'm sorry.

DN: Are you thinking of ‘53?

JM: Fifty-three, yeah, ‘53.

DN: He didn’t decide to run for the governorshipiludg actually.

JM: | have to go back. And, you know, whenever tlaéescommittee met, | have to assume
that would have been July. | don’t believe thatytlvould come up here in April, even then.

DN: Now, you have that vague memory of him; did y@emember much about the 1954
campaign?



JM: No. No, very little. Remembered the ‘60 campadgly because | was at, you know. . . .
DN: You were a student then at. . . .

JM: At Fort Kent. Yeah.

DN: Did you get active as a student in that campaign

JM: In Fort Kent? No, not really. | didn’t get aatiuntil | went to Orono.

DN: And your first. . . .

JM: Let me tell you the story about Orono, becaugbaitpoint | really, | was going to both the
Young Republicans Club and the YD Club meetingdinsy semester. Cy Joly came to speak
and, | would have been a senior when that happeAad.l can’t remember, | was not yet
twenty-one, so | was not yet enrolled. | asked)Gly what you had to do to run for the
legislature. And he said, “Join the YGOP (?), atdtn you get to be about forty-five then you
will be qualified to run.” That was the last meetil ever went to of the Republicans Club.
Never for-, and you know, it was funny because @y,twenty-five years later, remembered
that. Because | had gone to Thomas, he was presiti@homas for a little while, and | went to
Thomas to do something, and he came over to say ‘4hd he said, “| remember you when
you told me,” he said, “I should have listened.gah, so.

DN: So you really got involved in politics on youw initiative and ...

JM: Oh yeah. No one asked me, really. | mean itness if someone said, “You gotta run,
you gotta run.” Matter of fact, when | ran, Chulai® was given the job by the Aroostook
County Democratic Committee in 1964, after | woa fiiimary against the incumbent
Democrat, to come see if | was really a Democ&towed up at the store, and as only Chub
could do it, I was behind the counter and he s&d,you’re John Martin.” | says, “Yeah.”
“And are you a Democrat?” | said, “Yeah.” “Nowh& said, “you’re not just, you know, you're
not just going to go switch your party when you detvn there.” And finally, it took him a
couple years to tell me the story, but, that wdddle been in June, late June, early July.

DN: And Chub was then working for Bill Hathaway.
JM: Yeah, yup.

DN: Now, you were elected in ‘64. Senator Muskie \@leady in his second term when you
went to the legislature. Did you encounter himimiyithe campaign of ‘647?

JM: Yup, and it happened in Presque Isle with, wiagipened was. . . . | had a friend of mine
who was out of the service, Al Albert, Alvin AlbeRita’s brother, who was planning to get
married to a girl from Holland and they, havinguinte getting her across. And | remember
going on the stage, and it's funny, | don’t rememisbere in Presque Isle. And | introduced
myself, told them who | was, and told them theystoknd | don’t know who he gave it to, |



don’t know who was with him, you know. And probghlll never forget this because | got
drunk. Fifteen days later there was a telegrafm. And he showed up that night with the
telegram saying she will be on flight da-da-daataying in New York, signed Muskie. He
showed up with two fifths of BO. That’s probablyeoof the very few times that | really got,

you know, oh, God was | sick. He was more sickithaas because he was so happy, but, yup.
So that was really my first, and that was durirg ¢ampaign.

Then | went to Orono, back to graduate school,lamals, I'll never forget this one either. |
drove the truck when Joel Eastman was in the bathedruck putting the signs as we were
touring Piscataquis, Washington and Aroostook éeiing the signs during the night, the big
Muskie signs, because they wanted them out, whateMad, | don’t know, | volunteered and |
got the job, the two of us, and up we went, uprtaels.

DN: Was Joel a fellow student at that time?
JM: Yup, yeah, graduate school in history. Yeahwhs in history.
DN: And after that campaign, what was your next acinith the senator?

JM: Then | went, well, | mean I'm sure | saw him iarious locations, you know, after the
election and stuff. But the next thing that hapgkrihe next thing in 1965 or. . . . John Reed
and | and Floyd and Emilien and Elmer flew dowitha state plane for Dickey-Lincoln.
Remember you and | did. | mean, you wrote moshefspeech | gave.

DN: That was your encounter with representative Buotes.

JM: Bob Jones. Yeah, yeah. And then obviouslys#dreator was there and whatever. Then
we go to 1966 when Elmer asked if | would run hisnary campaign. And | ended up living in
Van Buren at my sister’s for about three monthad ghis was my ...

DN: This was when Elmer ran for ...

JM: Senate against Margaret. And the deal was,gadtherwise, that, the deal was, |, the
only money | got from that campaign was my expeifsere were any, and my car mortgage.
That was it. Won the primary, and then | moveth®Eastland. God, what a rat hole. And |
lived in the old section next to Bubba.

DN: Peter Kyros, Jr.

JM: Yeah. My office was one room, my bedroom was mithre hall. And same thing that | got
except that | knew that if we did well that | wasingg to have a job in Muskie’s office as my
reward. | went to live with you in November. |svininking about that the other day because |
was thinking of, | saw Jane [Muskie]. Where wé&s @h, at the swearing in for Kermit Lipez.
And we started talking and, talking about the Fetadds and we got, you know. . . . And I still
remember Christmas, two days before Christmas, [Maiftin] and | left Washington. And we
drove, stopped at my brother’s in Connecticut, kispting. And | dropped her off in Bath. Her



mother met us at McDonald’s, if there was suchirggtthen, but it was somewhere. And then |
drove to Eagle Lake and | picked her back up omiang down. So that was ‘66. Sixty-seven |
went back to the legislature, and during that mkribat’'s when | got an opinion from Dubord.
Because the question was, could | work in Washimgtad at the same time be a state
representative? And that opinion still standspu®dicans have used it since, to their advantage.

DN: What did you do in Senator Muskie’s office?

JM: | was kind of young. But actually probably thdkbof it was with Virginia Pitts, military
and Social Security. And | think that’s where V/dimped my appetite or ability to do case work,
how to do it, never take “no” for an answer. Besmlirginia never took “no”, as you know.
Because I'd come back and say, “Well, the militsays ‘no.”” And she’d say, “Okay, it's good.
Go back.” So that was really the bulk of whagrinember, you know.

And then came ‘68 and | went back down and theverit down after school, teaching at the
high school. | went down, and the Democratic coie& occurred. | was the only male left in
the office, and Hilda and | painted, while the cention was going on to keep us going at night.
And the big event prior to the announcement tigtitnuntil you called. . . . It was like on
Wednesday, | think, you called Wednesday to tddi&i

DN: (Unintelligible phrase - both speaking at once.)

JM: | forgot, but you know, the day before anyway, the biggest event that | had to deal with
was like. . . . I think was Tuesday of that weekgew the one and only David Dupre had sent the
letter under Muskie’s name asking the files, trehaves, from the FBI on JFK’s death. Do you
remember that?

DN: | had forgotteniit. . . .

JM: And the FBI called. | was the only one, you knée&cause he was a college student. And
of course | had no idea that, you know. . . . Aad's the one that called you, found you at
some point and you said, “No.” So | called therakband said that the senator was not
requesting those files, that it was a college mtard they should not be released. And I still, |
mean, | can rem-, | mean, I've never forgotten.ttadt that was the most momentous event
until Wednesday and Thursday. And then came alfeist of it, of at that point setting up an
office on 17th and L Northwest. Interesting pldoecause we had two bank robberies while we
were there, in front of us. For a kid from Maihattwas kind of tough. Stole my stereo player
from the car while it was parked in front of thdlBiing. It was a little unusual for someone

from Eagle Lake to go through that at that polBtit anyway, | ended up doing, as you know,
being responsible to authorize payment for the acwgeople, doing the planes, being Charlie’s
contact ...

DN: That's, uh ...

JM: ....for the TWIX (?), Charlie Lander, for thi&/IX machine and the telephones. And
then the Eastern plane, jet, and the Americanyasiémber. Or was it United?



DN: United.

JM: U.S. United. And billing the press and otherdfmmUnited plane. And | did that. And the
one thing that I've always regretted. . . . Oh, #reh at the end of course, you offered me to, the
last political trip, to go to Minnesota. And | had it down because | said, “I'll go after the
election, after we win.” So | never got to go tanklesota that year. | came back a week before
and set up the operation in Waterville. Immediafgigot into trouble with someone who,
because | immediately booked all of the hotelsanfleld and Waterville. And when | went to
the Fenway, they told me that someone from Muslki#fise had, the Holiday, I'm sorry, had
come in and they had taken ten rooms off my blatkeoms. And | said, no, that wasn’t going
to happen because those were my rooms. So wethwengh that for awhile. As | remember,
the person who did that was Deveneaux. Or, bulvapyhe was, they were for Howard Hughes,
the guy from Waterville. | don’'t remember. . ..

DN: Mabheux (?).

JM: Maheux, yeah, that's close. And he and | hagbhgonfrontation, and | said that, | of
course, | had no idea who he was. | mean, whaltchide? That was one advantage | had
because | was, what, twenty-five years old orls®ally had no idea who these national players
were except the politicians, but certainly who genaney and who, what, whatever, | mean, that
meant nothing to me. Didn’t mean nothing that Hauwdughes wanted ten or eight rooms or
whatever. So we fought that out and | said, iMaated rooms, he had to call me. As it turns
out it wasn’t for Howard Hughes, it was for himseKnd he wanted that for his friends and
whatever, so | ended up giving him two rooms, hikhi That's all he got out of that.

DN: So you really were the logistical manager in iagton and then at the end of the
campaign in Waterville.

JM: | remember when the press called me in Waterwidlating me to convince the senator that
he ought to have his election night in Portlanahd Ayou know, | said, “You're talking to the
wrong person. | think that decision was made bygkie, and | don’t think it's going to
change.” And then the three of them pooled aseraber, to set up a live feed. But, so |
remember that.

Yeah, | mean, | really was. It was a good expeeean terms of the planes. And, oh, | was also
the contact person for Secret Service. [I] remenalb@umber of incidents, I'll just tell you one of
them, that | remember Secret Service. . . . | giti@ne call and this guy wanted to meet Ed
Muskie. And | kept saying, he really sounded ggeato me, so | said, “Well, just a minute.”
And Bob McLaren, right? Was that our contact? tEhay recollection. And I told Bob that
this guy wanted to meet Muskie, sounded strangeheSsaid to me, “Keep him on the phone as
long as you can, we’re going to try to tap the.livghat do you hear?” | said, “Well, he’s
around a train station, | can hear the trains énltlickground.” So this went on, | kept the guy
talking about how he liked Ed Muskie and, you kneteetera. And then Bob called and he
said, “We’ve got him surrounded, he’s at the PlalpHia train station. You can hang up now.”

| said goodbye to him, they picked him up. He wasleasee from the Pennsylvania State



Hospital. But that was a little scary, you knowigy age.

And, uh, but Secret Service were really good, Imtba&, you know. And then during that
campaign actually | rarely saw Muskie except whems$ bringing you to the airport to take the
plane, or if | went to the house to drop off papdra/as telling Ned the other day, not this last
meeting but a year ago, my first real recollecodhim, when | went over to bring some papers
and Secret Service were running after him, trysm@rtd him in the bushes.

DN: You saw the senator very little because you wetke Washington office while he was
on the road.

JM: Yeah, because what happened, while you guys evetke west coast I'd stay up until

three. Then I'd be in the office when the eaststatarted calling the next morning. And,
because the contact for the advance people, niot dichthe advance work, but | was their
contact to pay, to pay for rooms, give them advangeu know. And then we ended up hiring
two or three of the Kennedy girls, Kennedy womehduld say, that were working for Robert
Kennedy. Tannenbaum, Susan Tannenbaum, um, Gat, the only one whose name | really
remember; I'd have to go back and look at it. Bl then we hired a lot of the advance people-
, Mike Casey, Rich Evans and those guys. Andllk&ep in contact with those guys.

DN: What was your feeling about the campaign?

JM: | thought we were going to win. That’s why | didgo to Minnesota, because | thought
that things were moving in, you know, really. Andl mean I still believe to this day if there’'d
been another week or so, they'd have won. | méanalways believed that.

DN: Did you, what were your impressions of Senatoiskle in the campaign?

JM: Well, actually, I think he did better than HumeWr And | think he came across better, |
think he was more, he came across more. . . nkmiobably because Humphrey was carrying
the burden of Lyndon Johnson, walking that fine limtil Lyndon finally released him in, what,
October? And | think Muskie was able to be a loreifree and be his own person than
Humphrey was. That's my feeling.

DN: Nineteen sixty-eight was a tough year for thenDerats and it was a difficult year in
Maine, around the time of our state convention.ré\@u involved in the struggles that went on
there?

JM: Not very much, because | was really, | was in Nifagton during that time. Actually, |
left, you know, about that time. So | really whgjent but | really was not involved.

DN: After the ‘68 election, in the ‘69 legislatusgmu were, was that the year you were elected
minority leader?

JM: No, | was on the Appropriations and Emilien wals minority floor leader, yeah, that
year. And | went to, the only two Democrats on Appropriations that year were Louis and |I.



And Louis didn’'t want me there but, we had a litfleu know, it finally worked out.

DN: Now, as we move from ‘68 toward the 1972 preasidé campaign, you were involved
both in the Senate office and later in the campaiynd can you recall, did the office change
much after ‘68 when you went back to work?

JM: Yeah, | think it did. | mean, | think that it wa lot more professional. And then | came
back and did the Waterville office, worked ther¢haMarge. And then came the primary and
then we, and then | was responsible in going adfesstreet, setting up that office.

DN: For the ‘70 reelection.

JM: Yeah. | became treasurer of the campaign andgésoMitchell] campaign manager. |
was in the office all the time, and George wouldchean, you know, from time to time. And
then | saw, actually, the senator more that yeaalse he would come to the Senate office. |
would go across with George to go through moneyq ddnated, who didn't.

| can remember how upset | was with George becaggss came in, | don’'t know that | want to
say the name, but, | think he’s dead now, but I'tveeay it for the moment, who gave me an
envelope with five thousand dollars in cash imitl afor the senator’'s campaign, and said he
didn’t want it reported. So | put it in the safégld Marge about it and hid it. And then George
came in and | told George about it. And he saidell, you need to talk to the senator about it.”
| said, “George, I'm just, whatever, twenty-seyears old here, | mean, I'm just a kid on the
block. You work for him, you're the managementyymow.” He and | had a rather unpleasant
conversation because | thought that was somethargnbuld have done. He didn’t do it.

So | was forced, when the senator came back telltbim. | mean, | didn’t know what to do
with it, and he, supposedly this guy was a friehdidn’t know whether he was a friend or not,
and Marge thought he was a friend. . . . But hoadga friend, | mean, | don’t know, how the
hell did | know? So, George was there; he nevieraavord. So | told the senator the story.
And he said, “Okay, you know what to do with itake it back.” And that was the end of it.
Not another word was ever issued, never said. ddove not very far, ten miles, twelve miles.
And, you know who itis? No? Turn it off and I'll. . pauseinthetape) . . . . But | found out
that he was more scared of the senator than | Wadd him so, as | remember.

DN: | want to go back to a comment you made earu said the office became more
professional. In what way did you mean more psitesal?

JM: In Washington, you mean?

DN: In Washington.

JM: Well, other people were brought in that I, yowkn | mean it was, that’s about the time
Madeleine [Albright] was working part-time, or dgisome research. Let’s see, who else do |

remember from that period? Virginia [Pitts] wad here. Gail was still there. There were a
number of secretaries. Jane, well, she wasn'lyraadecretary, was doing more research, and,



you know. All those people came in about that tiorgust before. And it became more than, |
think, a constituent office | guess is one wayuibip | mean, | think that you and Leon Billings
and Walker. . . .

DN: John Walker, yup, David Walker.
JM: David, yeah. So | ended up working for him fdittée bit before | came back to Maine.
DN: What, did you see any changes in the senatangitivat period?

JM: He was certainly busier. | think that, yeahihk that, my impression, it's just my
impression, | think that he grew with the issuésid | don’t know if that was caused by the fact
that Lyndon didn’t put him where he wanted to béisrstubbornness or, you know, his, a lot of
things. And | also think that his, | mean. . cah remember driving him to a meeting, | can’t re-
, downtown. And he was banging his fist and whateand he got out and he said, “How'd |
do?” | said, “You were really upset.” He said,dNhe said, “if you lose control,” no, “If you
lose your temper, you lose control. But what tbey’'t know isn’'t going to hurt them.” So, |
got a different, you know, | mean | started sedimg from a different point of view; realizing
that a lot of it was manufactured for the sake akimg a point. So, | mean, | think during that
period | was, you know, driving him, | can remembeving him home, stopping at a light. And
he’'d say, “Why’d you stop?” | said, “There’s a gght.” He’d say, “So? I'm not driving.”

But the funniest story about driving him, of coutlsat was to go back to ‘68, I'm sorry, to ‘72,
no, into ‘70, reelection. Charlie Micoleau was goged to be his driver. And Charlie would
always manage to be sick or be busy on weekendaube | think he was also scared of the
senator. So John Delahanty became my substituyeotten. So this weekend, | had to go.
And so | went to Kennebunkport, picked him up. Wére going to Camp Wauban. And of
course southern Maine was really not northern Maf®e we got to this intersection, Jane’s in
the back, he’s reading the paper. And | told Hisgid, “Senator, | don't have a map.” “Not a
problem,” says he. So we get to the T in the 1@adi| don’t know where to go. And he says,
“Go right.” And Jane says, “John, go left.” NolWn stopped and the two of them are arguing
about which way to go. | decided that Jane had paire attention than he had and | went left.
And he’s saying to me, “Better be right. I'm goitogbe late, be your fault.” | was so happy
when | saw the sign, Camp Wauban, South Berwitkvak like, “Thank God.”

DN: So you learned to trust his wife on directions.

JM: On directions, yeah. The other one was, therattoey about driving him was in the
valley. And we were doing Allagash to Van Burerihte Plain. And we got to St. Francis and
we do the stop, and then he says to someone, “VéHeeter Harvey living these days?” Name
out of the blue. “Oh, right up, oh, okay. Johetd go.” “Senator, we don’t have time.” ‘I
won't stay long.” Ten minutes, twenty minutesrtyiminutes. And then of course Fort Kent is
waiting, and they’ve been waiting for like forty#é minutes. They’re real happy to see me.
And so he gets, he says, “I'm sorry I'm late, baftd was driving. And he just wouldn't. . . .
took the blame.



DN: Now during this same period, the ‘65 on, we weoeking on the Allagash waterway as
well as the Dickey-Lincoln project, and you wereply involved in that. I'd like you to recall
what it was like working on that project, both iraie and in connection with the senator.

JM: Well, my involvement started in 1965 with the eggzhat was put together by the ‘63
legislature and reported in ‘64, which came to bhemwe were, all of a sudden the Democrats
are in control, which was a totally different prgabthan we ended up with. And Elmer was
really the person that was the lead. | ended upglitee House person, only because the chair
was fairly old, was, Bill Eustis | think was theashof the committee that was created. So Elmer
at the last, end of the session created the copwtitiat, to study the Allagash wilderness
waterway issue, and to negotiate with the landos/because until that point there was no
attempt to own land. The paper industry had pmatgh controlled the previous committee, and
so that was really the recommendation.

So we conducted the study at a number of hearargkthe only time I've really ever seen Elmer
lose his temper was at the Tarantine Club in Bamden we were meeting with John St.Clair
(?) of Seven Islands, what'’s his name from IP, vthathell’s his name, Maurice Wing (?), Great
Northern. | don’t remember who was Great Northeow, but they were all there. The biggest
spokesman was Maurice Wing saying how much the \aaslworth. And | remember Elmer’s
finally losing it and saying, “If that's what yoland is worth, we need to change the taxes you
pay.” Things got very quiet. And that was theibagng, | think, of their willingness to talk.

Until that time, you know, we were getting absolyt@ cooperation from them at all. And to
John St.Clair’s credit, he became the first to 8ag,long as we don’t lose the raw material, then
| don’t have a problem.” And access, | mean, thad the big thing.

Then we started negotiating, then we put the reparand then came the legislation at the same
time Muskie put in legislation. It was actually &lldwho had put in the legislation, for Wild
Rivers. And Muskie and you worked with Udall iretmterior and worked the deal that we
ended up with-, a million and a half dollars in tiend issue, a million and half dollars of federal
funds. And it went to the voters and was adoptikout any problem. Part of it was the
negotiations also to keep the area above Twin Braoit so that if Dickey-Lincoln were built,

we would not be affecting the waterway.

TheBangor Daily asked me two weeks ago, they did a series on ttumdeéMaine, the two
Maines. And they said, “What is the single onaghihat would have changed northern Maine?”
And | said, “Dickey-Lincoln, cheap power, and weefraying the price for it ever since.” And |
also remember at the time when people startechtabdbout the people that would be, well
actually, it happened in Fort Kent | think, whem@mne was complaining about the number of
families that would be displaced in Allagash. Amefre driving back, | was taking Muskie back
to the plane and we were talking about it. Andéiel, “You know,” he says, “you know people
have forgotten that all those potato farmers tiaaethad to leave their farms didn’t do it
voluntarily.” So he said, “Which is better?” Smd the point was well taken, | think.

In ‘60-, | want to say ‘66, I've lost track of extfg but a group of us, the group in Fort Kent got
together and they called me and asked if | woultbg@onnecticut to turn a couple congressmen
around. So four or five of us from Fort Kent welotvn. Judge Daigle’s father, Adelarde



Daigle, and, he’s still alive by the way, he'd beedhat you, that would be, he’s in Florida most
of the time. Bouchard, who's deceased now, carttemve. We rented motel rooms in
Weathersfield, Connecticut, outside of Hartfordj &aset up shop. They ran the bar twenty-four
hours a day. And | ran ads in tHartford Current, theBristol Press, theNew Britain Free

Press which said, “If you're from northern Maine, andwwant to support your people, call this
number and come visit.” And we had, unbelievalilaen we raised local money and we ran
full-page ads in thélartford Current on congressman Gabowski, attacking him, and then t
congressman from Hartford, Gabowski was from NeuaBr and Bristol. Who in the hell was
from Hartford? So, one time | went to the New &rtKnights of Columbus, and Gabowski was
the spokesperson. The Grand Knight for the KnighSolumbus was from Friendship, who
proceeded to introduce me and asked me to speakelibke congressman. And | proceeded to
lace into the congressman on his position on Didkegoln, and how he was selling out to the
utilities. There was about two hundred and fifeople there.

DN: How did the crowd respond?

JM: Oh, they were wild, | mean, they were with meodtlof them were from this area. And
they were after him, after he was done speakinge cbngressman from Hartford, when the
press, then the press started getting involvedd tAay said, the congressman from Hartford, the
name I've forgotten but it will come back to meidsdl have never been lobbied by such a well-
financed group.” That was us! Okay? Our locahmofrom Fort Kent. Two years later | went
down. He ran for governor. | went to Bristol arganized against him and got Bristol to vote
for Meskel (?), the Republican. Sent him a letter, told hint thaas down there to get my
people to vote against him, including the Democoafdew Britain and Bristol. And then all

the material actually, for all the fact sheets,,et@s all coming out of Washington. And they
were mailing it to my brother’s house and I'd gokpit up at night. And we’d do the fact sheet,
get them printed, paid for by the citizens of nerthMaine, I think, I've forgotten. But that was
all money raised in Fort Kent.

DN: Did either one of them change the vote?

JM: No, no, but we put a tremendous amount of pressiirended up with one guy getting
defeated. Of course Meskel ended up being govebobryou know, because Bristol was a big
Democratic town. But Bristol is half from northevfaine. Not as much now, but then. Now
people from Aroostook are going to Portland. Asstethey don't have to travel to Connecticut
any more.

DN: Stay within the state. The battle in the Corgmeas one part of the Dickey-Lincoln fight.
The other was a battle here in the state.

JM: And, well, it switched. | mean, at the very beung it was the utilities fighting it and then
towards the end the environmentalists got intditit the, you know, it certainly wasn'’t the
environmentalists who caused its defeat, in myiopinIt gave a cover for the members of
Congress who wanted to vote with the utilities.aff$imy interpretation.

DN: | think we’'ll pause here, John, and then pidk tip at another time. We’re almost. . . .



End of Sde Two
End of Interview
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