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Biographical Note

Francis Mascianica was born in 1918 and grew uygassachusetts, graduating from Everett
High School as a track star in 1936. He attendedheastern University and worked his way
through with a job at the Buck Printing Companyari€is then went to the U.S. Naval Academy
where he met Ed Muskie and they graduated on Ja®dd943. They both ended up going to
Penn State taking the same train and diesel emyigesourse to prepare for serving on a
destroyer. They were roommates at the Nittany liiom After that, they went off separately to
fight in the war. Later, Mascianica worked on gsté and development for the Watertown
National Laboratories in Watertown, Massachusetts.
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Transcript
GB: ... oral history interview conducted by GiEgam with Francis Mascianica at his home
in Saugus, Massachusetts on August 14th, 2000 hiegiat approximately 11:00 A.Mthis

piece of audio appears at the very end of the interview, but is most useful placed here)

FrancisMascianica: And | remember in the square they had trolleg.cadon’t know if they
still have trolley cars there or not, you know, glevator cars or the trolley cars-

Greg Beam: Wait, in Lewiston?
FM: In Lewiston, yeah.
GB: Oh really, no, they don’'t have those any more.

FM: Auburn, there was just a bridge | remembehirik at the bridge was Lewiston and the
other half was Auburn, | think, if I'm right.

GB: Yeah, that's right.

FM: I'm going back many, many years ago.

GB: That's right.

FM: I'm going back in the late thirties or so, dmémember we stayed at a hotel just beyond
the bridge. | don’t know if the old hotel is ther€éhen we went to Bates College and | guess, |
remember they had a dirt track, a dirt track, damddoing back in 1938, ‘9, and ‘40, in around

there so it's many moons ago. There’s a lot ohgea I'm sure since then probably.

GB: What was the name of the hotel you stayedaayodi remember that? Because | don't
think it's there any more.

FM: It was an old hotel | remember, | don’t know timme of it but it was, they had railway
tracks, trolley tracks | should say. I'm sayind, rablley tracks around the square and it made a



figure eight or whatever it is around town. Ane tiotel was an old hotel | remember, just off
the inclination | remember, there was a little glap the road, and I'm trying to remember the
name of the hotel and | can't.

GB: It was right next to a bridge between Lewisama Auburn?

FM: That's right, that's right, next to a bridge on the little incline, up on the hill |

remember. And we stayed there, and we, we hall in@ets with Bates for three years in a row

| remember. Indoor tracks meets, up there bec#gesehtad the track in and had cage, cage track,
dirt. And | remember that | ran the six hundreddgaand | smashed the record of Arnold Adams
and he was on the Olympic team in 1936 [1932] henrelay team, the U.S. relay team [track
team]. Arnold Adams of Bates. | thought I'd tgdlu that little, that background history.

GB: Oh, that’s good, that’'s good, that’s great.

FM: And these are some of the photographs andrdovidien | went to Annapolis. Yeah, this
is going back in ‘43, and this is the Boston Garlere, and this is little old mer{intelligible
word) here and all that stuff. But anyhow, | don’t wamdeter you from your notes and all that
stuff.

GB: Oh no, this is good, this is good. We lovgéd stories, you know, anecdotes.

FM: Oh, a lot of stories. Anyhow, we, in fact Measome photographs here that, | don’t know
if you want to use this or not but I'd like to hawéack if you're going to use any of it. Let'sese
if | can get it down.

GB: Well let me take a look at it.

FM: I'll get it down here, because -

GB: Sure.

FM: This is the class that went to Annapolis andgvaeluated together, at the U.S. Naval
Academy. Get this out of your way here. But anyhthis is at the U.S. Naval Academy here
and there’s Ed in here. There’s Ed and little oland so forth, and this is, you know, the class
that got out 5 January 1943. Now | have the todiee of who, who was where and they each
signed their names. | think the majority of thema khere.

GB: Oh, and there’s Ed Muskie right there.

FM: There you go, and he’s in what row?

GB: Eighth row. So one, two, three, four, fives, §even, eight, oh, he’d be way in the back
somewhere. Oh he’s the tall guy, oh there haghf in the back dead center, stands right out.

FM: And that's act one. And then over here, amth tlvent down to Penn State and here we



are here again.
GB: There he is again, the tallest guy in the crowd

FM: And then we have, you know, the row numbersahttheir autographs and where they’re
from at that time, and | think | have the majofythem.

GB: And you're right next to Ed Muskie.
FM: Well that's right, little old me and -
GB: So that’s you and that’s him.

FM: Yeah, we were just roommates. But anyhowou want to use this I'd like to have it
back is what I'm saying, if you want it.

GB: Well, -um-
FM: | don’t care either way is what I’'m sayingmlhot going to force you into anything.

GB: Well what I'll have to do is | think, | thinkdfore | leave I'll give my boss a call and see
if we can make arrangements to, see what she’'ddiki® for arrangements if we wanted to
borrow it and then how we can get it back to you.

FM: Okay, but | thought I'd show you. He we arehtign here, a little background picture?
Ed, hell of a guy, and Polish descent. I'm Poéstually Muscianica, Muscionia and they say
Italian, and | said oh no, I'm Polish. In the Bbllanguage it's pronounced Mascianica. It's
spelled the same, and the wonehsc’ means ointment or salve, ointment or salve. giwing
you a little history here. Okay. Where do we &art

GB: Okay, well actually you just neatly segued immat my questions were going to be. I'm
going to ask you a few questions to get some backgl on yourself so we can set up a context,
you know, to get into, to get into your encountsith Ed Muskie. So let’s start with your
background. To begin with could you please state yull name and spell it so that we have it
on the record?

FM: It's Francis Mascianica, Francis with an -ltai8ey, | don’t know if you want to write it
out. I'll spell out the last name for you, all A%s and C’s, Mascianica, M-A-S-C-I-A-N-I-C-A,
Mascianica. And in the Polish language it's prormethMush-cha-nee-tsa’, spelled the same.
And the word masc’ means ointment or salve, so I'm sure that, yoovknthe old timers were
probably in the drug business or, you know, relayed know, trade and so forth and so on. But
| thought I'd give you that little background hisgo

GB: Oh yeah, that's interesting.

FM: Mascianica in the Polish language, spellecsdrae, and it's Mascianica, all A’s, I's, and



C’s, and they look at the name and say Italianpé\®&olish. But anyhow, a little background
history.

GB: Well that is interesting since Ed Muskie wagsafirse of Polish descent.

FM: Well yeah, this is it. Well anyhow, when wenwé school there we were on the same
hall I remember, Bancroft Hall. And it’s, you knojust a large area of all the midshipmen there,
the midshipmen and so forth that were there. And/&g on the same floor as | was and we
would chum around together because we were Padisbethts, you know, descendants and so
forth and so on, and we had a lot in common. gay, hell of a guy. And he started off as a
lawyer, and he went to Bates as you probably kramal,you've heard the story probably a
million times. And then he went to Cornell andew®ed his law degree there, and he wasn't
married, joined the forces and so forth, went tm&polis as a midshipman.

Well, the first month was apprentice seaman, aad there, you know, midshipmen and then we
graduated | think it was early January 1943. | sgsposed to get on a destroyer and the old
destroyer got sunk so, where the hell are theygtmrput me, so they told me to report to the
diesel engineering school out to Penn State. Gd@ywent to South Station after my leave of
about a week and a half, in fact with my girlfriemehich is my wife right now. But anyhow, we
arrived at South Station here, out to Boston, aspblted this individual and | said to the wife-
to-be, | said, “Gee, he went to school with me #rad’'s Ed Muskie,” | says, “I know him.” So |
went up to him and | said, “Well where are you g@ih He says, “I'm going to Penn State.” |
says, “I'm going there, t0o,” | says. “You goinghave diesel engineering course?” Yup.
Okay. So we got on the Federal Express at ele\obocé at night. And it was in the winter
time, colder than hell, and we got on the train aedyot out at Philadelphia at, oh, well about
two-thirty in the morning, early morning. And, areu recording this here, are you?

GB: Yeah.

FM: Oh, oh, | wasn’t aware of that. But anyhow,get out at Philadelphia early in the
morning. | don’t know, it was about one-thirty tea-thirty A.M. and we got on another train
and, to Altuna, | think, PA. And we had to stam@member and hotter than blazes in the train
and we stood up for two or three hours. Got odhefe at about five-thirty in the morning, and
now we're supposed to be on act three, another iiméo State College PA. So we got out and
I’'m just looking around, colder than blazes, anehthwent up to an old conductor and | says,
says, “How long a wait for the train to State CgePA?” He says, “There it is,” he says. “It'll
be leaving in about four or five minutes, you migbtwell get on it.” | says, “Where?” He says,
“On the caboose.” So Ed and I ran to the cabqusehellied stove in the middle of the caboose
and we were the only live individuals there in baek | remember. And we hit every little stop
along the way and we staggered into State Colldgkd®n’t know what time it was, about
eleven-thirty in the morning. But anyhow, thatie tbackground history. So we were
roommates out to the Nittany Lion Inn for aboutrfand a half months or so. | thought it would
be of interest, of background history. Okay, nawm gan throw some questions at me and so
forth and so on, or whatever you want to do.

GB: Sure, sure. All right, so what did your traigiconsist of when you were at Penn State?



You were in the diesel engineering program?

FM: Diesel engineering program and | got the broehight here if you're interested.

GB: Oh wow, yeah, yeah, absolutely.

FM: And it gives the background history of all imidiuals and all the classes and all that stuff,
and | got his name and all that stuff and whatscl&But if you want to use this I'd like to have
this back is what I'm saying because, you can miyee it. A little background history, who

went there, and this is where we lived actuallypp{et’s get this the hell out of the way. |
swore.

GB: That's no problem.

FM: Anyhow, this is where we lived and so forthttaly Lion Inn is up on a hill | remember.
And, yeah, you can use it, you can reproduceuit)’l like to have it back.

GB: Oh of course, of course, of course.

FM: If you're interested, that's a lot of backgraumstory -

GB: Wouldn't think of keeping it from you.

FM: - and all that stuff, and we’re in there.

GB: Look at that, yeah. Oh yeah, you've got hirdentined, yourself and Muskie.

FM: But | thought I'd give you that informationybu’re interested.

GB: Oh yeah, definitely, definitely. Of course.

FM: But I'd like to have that back is what I'm sagi because | would hand out a lot of these
items to individuals, like | was on the LCI-L537cawe made Omaha Beach on D-Day and all
that stuff. In fact we have a write up of our yearthe landing craft. And | would give these
pamphlets, well they’re not pamphlets, little baklof about forty odd pages of what transpired
between us, you know, being on the ship and landmB-Day (nintelligible word) and Omaha
Beach and all that stuff, the photographs. Andhdhd that out to some of the individuals and
I'll never get the damn things back. All | haveoise copy back, one, only. | had about fifteen
of them but, you know, you give it out and theyhalve to keep it and there you are. So here |
am, the old maid with one. Well anyhow, look, Iatmaying off, I'm giving you @nintelligible
word).

GB: Oh well, that’s fine, that's fine. All righso -

FM: Okay, now what are your questions?



GB: Allright, | guess first I'd like to know whdife was like for you and Ed at the, living at
the Nittany Lion Inn and in training. What did arm@l day consist of for the two of you in those
four months?

FM: Well to start off with, we got out of Annapohlsid | gave you the story of how we arrived
there and so forth. It was just very, very colterhember, that morning. And anyhow, we
would be up on a hill, up on the hill that overledkthe campus, beautiful area | remember. And
you looked out there and you'd see the hills, Migtaion Hills or whatever, a very, very scenic
area. But we would start the day off early in th@ning with muster at eight o’clock in the
morning, and we’d go to class until about twelvelack, to classes, plural. Had diesel
engineering, lab work and so forth and so on wisaxplained in that book there. You know, at
the beginning of it is what I’'m saying, of whatrgpired and what type courses you had. And,
in fact we had lab work and all that stuff, we wemschool five and a half days | remember. On
the weekend we were in school in the morning onir8ays and the afternoon you had off. And,
in fact you had homework, you know, it was scheohool, school, school and that was it.

But | don’t know, I’'m straying off here on the liteere. And I got out of there I think it was,
now when the heck was it, in May, early May | thim& got out of there. | was supposed to get
on a destroyer and the destroyer got sunk so | d@nh to Florida and | was on PCs and
landing craft eventually, LSTs landing craft, infian large and so forth and so on. They were
on maneuvers in Virginia, and then we left for Eamgl. I'm talking about myself now, not Ed
Muskie.

GB: Of course, yup, yup.

FM: Well I'm straying off because you know one thieads to another and before you know
it you're going here on this tangent instead of thngent here. Well, I'm straying off. Now
you can ask me your own question.

GB: Well go on, go on whatever tangents you wadtiithere’s something | need to know
I'll be sure to ask you, so-.

FM: Okay.

GB: Allright, so, let me see, while you were, wéllstart here. Can you tell me about what
Ed Muskie was like back then, personality wise?

FM: Personality wise a tremendous individual. Hmito Bates as you probably know, then
he went to Cornell and you heard this probably lionitimes and so forth and so on. And he
was down to earth, very, very knowledgeable usuailyife in general in, you know, problems
at home where he lived in Waterville, Maine and Ranchand all that stuff. But he wasn’t
married. In fact a little older than me, he washably about four or five years older than me,
because | was born in 1918 and he was born im’t #@oow what year he was born, 19-, what,
12?

GB: Fourteen.



FM: Fourteen or whatever it was, 1914, so he wateaolder. And he was well-educated,
well savvy, down to earth individual, knowledgeabknd, you know, when | heard he was
running for the governorship of Maine | was reallyprised, | said, Ed, my goodness gracious.
But he was astute, you know, very astute individkiabwledgeable in a lot of areas and so forth.
And in fact he had engineering but he was a lawy¢iended up as an engineer and officer in
the Navy. Now what he finally got out as, | dokriow if he was a deck officer finally or not.

But he got out as an engineer and office, eledtengineering and marine engineering, diesel
engineering, and he had the law degrees besidasveBy, very informative individual, he was
likeable and so forth. I'm just straying off. v the questions and I'll try to answer them.

GB: Well, so you attended classes with him whenwete in engineering school?
FM: That's right.

GB: How as he as a student and how did he hanelesponsibilities ofupintelligible
phrase)?

FM: No problem at all. He was astute, he was slmgrasped everything, and he was above
average student. And he was very sociable andrtg £verybody liked Ed. Tall guy. In fact

he looked like Abraham Lincoln, they would say, $H&be.” But he was of Polish descent. I'm
Polish, you know, as | told you before, and we carad notes of home life and all that stuff and
he, his father | think was a tailor in Rumford, Maiif I'm not mistaken.

GB: That's right, that’s right.

FM: And, you know, you know, the life of Riley waéistinere. | mean it was a hard life
because you look around today and compare jusbfifehat it was then and today, you know.
But today, well the youngsters are spoiled rott¥ears ago, you know, to find a job was hard.
Lean years, war years, you had very little and, koaw, the salaries, you know. You tell kids
today that you went in the Navy and the first yaau're appren-, the first month you’re an
apprentice seaman and you’'re making twenty oneudod month. | hesitated there because
they’ll say an hour, a month. So you didn’t go, ditdell of a lot at twenty-one dollars a month
the first year apprentice seaman. And then agdahipman | don’t know what the heck we were
getting. We were probably getting, probably in line forty dollars a month or whatever was
midshipman. But that didn’t leave you a hell dbato go out around town and raise hell, beside
doing your homework and all that stuff. Because t@l the kids today and they say an hour?
No, a month. But anyhow, I'm straying off. | thdud’d tell you some of these sad stories.

GB: Well, did you find that there were a lot of damties in your family background, both
being of Polish descent?

FM: Oh yeah, well we, you know, the similaritiesrevéhere because my father and my
mother came over here. My mother came here whewabeage eighteen or sixteen, | think she
was sixteen, with her aunt, and her aunt was afiiaeteen. And they came over here and the
first year they slept on the floor in the roominguee. And when she left home, and the mother



and father says and when you make enough monegegralius the money back home of your
trip back to the States. That's the way it wasjas lean, you know a lot of lean years. And she
slept on the floor the first year. Well Ed hadtjkiid of reminisced. His father was a tailor |
think by trade and, but he came up the hard wayitamdsn’t an easy life. And | don’t know if

he got a scholarship to Bates or not.

GB: Hedid.

FM: You probably know, but | remember Bates wagladf a nice school. I'm sure that has
expanded tremendously probably since the latesfodr whatever, or the late thirties | should
say. But I'm straying off again and I'm going @ifi tangents. Okay, what elsiftelligible
phrase)?

GB: No, that's fine, all that’'s good, I'd love t@&r about all of this. Now did you share
Muskie’'s Catholic background, are you Catholic a&iltv

FM: I'm Catholic and he was Catholic. But | rem@&nin that era, | don’t know if we went to
church or not on Sundays. | don’t remember thaton't think | did, | don’t think he did

because it was regimentation all the way in theyNgwu know. We, we didn’t have any
services on the grounds that | can remember. rying to remember back, and it was a little
hick town at that time. Well they had one chure¢hihk and they had a, I'm looking back and
what did they have in town. They didn't have a heth lot in town of what to do because it was
kind of isolated.

And plus, you know, it was war years and the ligiése turned off in the streets and all that
stuff, you know, there wasn't any lights. The wii now you go out on the street at five
o’clock or whatever it is depending on the seasuhthe lights are on and all that stuff. And
there, boy, they had to conserve everything angwwearied about the Germans, that probably
they could see the outskirts of big cities andtadt stuff and on and on and on. There was a lot
of chatter like that | remember.

But he was very, very knowledgeable, he was likealh fact he looked like Abraham Lincoln
in a lot of ways because of his tallness and st fand so on. But anyhow, I'm straying off
again, throw some questions at me.

GB: Well, okay, well how much free time did youléets have when you were uh, when you
were studying at Penn State, and what would yom gour free time?

FM: Not too much is what I'm saying, because tot st#i with | think he had a car. He got a

car up to that area but gasoline was rationed @bitwhree gallons a week. I'm trying to
remember, it wasn't a hell of a lot and you couldjd a heck of a lot with two or three gallons

of gas depending on your priority, if you're a defe worker, and a this and a that. If you're in
school | don’t think we got a hell of a lot. | ditlhave a car up there anyhow, but he had his car
up there. And for entertainment we’d go to the $kltland had probably a beer at night. And at
about nine-thirty or so that was the end of thaiveen studying up to about eight o’clock to
about nine-thirty or ten o’clock at night and thats it. But they were well regimented in that



area.

But I'm trying to remember what else. There wathimg to do up there because you're up in
the wilds of nowhere up in State College PA heteré was nothing to do there but study.
Today it's altogether different. But | remembeeittbasketball games. There was only a handful
watching their basketball games, it was the waisvehat I'm saying. But, yeah that was

tough, it was tough.

Tell it to the kids today and they don’t want tdibee you about the, you know, just how much
an hour that you're making. In fact when I got oiNortheastern | was only making eighty
dollars a month at GE, at General Electric, eiglgifars a month now, not a week or an hour or
whatever. And you couldn’t do a hell of a lot, plbbut everything was rationed, you know. You
couldn’t go out raising hell because liquor wasoragd. If you're not married and you want to
go to the nightclubs and so forth and so on, yaudttt. And if you did there was nothing to do
anyhow. But | was 1A because | had my health drttia stuff. | wasn’t married, so 1A means
you're eligible for joining the forces and savingnaocracy and so forth and so on. But it was
lean times. But, you know, you roll with the flas the kids would say, you roll with the flow.
I’'m straying off again. Anything else? I’'m givingu a lot of background history here, there’s
a lot of that is probably -

GB: Oh, that’s good and | think | might ask youustly some more of that, some more of that.
So how did you and others around you and Ed Musiekabout the war, going into the war?
Were you excited to be able to serve, or were yasitéint, worried, what -?

FM: Well in that era if you are eligible and beingLA category you see they grabbed you on
the draft, that's the phraseology they used. Ygah,were drafted eventually, 1A, or you'd join
the forces on your own and selected where you wagd and do whatever you want to do and
so forth and so on. But since we had degrees,weehad options where, we were fortunate in a
lot of ways. Where we had some of these areasbia available if you wanted to pursue it,

like going to school up to Prairie State, if yowlengineering in school. That was another
engineering school that the Navy had in New Yorkife State they called it. And the other
was Annapolis, the U.S. Naval Academy. So | chbaédnd, because | said well, it's a little
pizzaz with the name, you know, U.S. Naval Academy.

But | remember there was, you know, regimentathane all the way. You know, in fact you'd
wake up in the morning at five thirty and you gad wuthe wide halls. There wide as from there
to there, and you're out there exercising for abifigien minutes. And then after that you go
into your room, and there were four individuals pmym and the room was probably this size
here with two bunk beds here, one here and one tharould say. And they’re in tiers and there
are four individuals per room.

And you’d live by the bell, you know, the bell wauling and you’ll have to run out and you’ll
have to muster out in the halls. Then you’d maccthe mess hall, and everybody ate at once |
remember. You would arrive there and the messawild be from here to Route 1 almost, it
was a long, long mess hall, with all the midshiprtteare. And if you're a slow eater, too bad
because, you know, the bell would ring and you wdwdp in eating with the platters. You grab



the platter and start eating and then, within éift@r twenty minutes the bell would ring and you
would have to get out of that mess hall and goowmtur room and make your bed and all that
stuff, you know, the military style and so forthdaso on. And then, you know, the bell would
ring and you’d go out and you’d just muster againd everyplace you went you marched, you
know, with the, with the band, they had a littlendd remember. I'm talking the U.S. Naval
Academy, and they would have a band out there,dkth,dah, dah-dah-dah-dah-dah, and you'd
march to your class.

And, you know, the classes were altogether differgru know. You would roll into class and
you'd sit down and the officer in charge, which vilas instructor, would say, any questions?
And in fact he will answer the questions, whatexar had, and you would draw slips and man
the boards. There’ll be questions on the slipsyamdhad so many minutes to go up and write
the answers on the board, because if you had th&ign humber one, you go up and you write
and so forth. And after fifteen minutes or whateter time, you have to sit down. Okay, who
has slip number one, get up and recite. And youldvbave to read the question and answer,
and if you didn’t know the answer, too bad. Theyuld rate you every class every day. But
they don’t do that | don't think at Bates or at Geli or any place.

GB: I'wouldn't suspect so.

FM: Every question. And that’s the way it wasaddou were ranked or rated every class
every day on your homework and so forth and soAmd if you didn’t know it there wasn't
anybody up there to help you because you had tag#tere and recite on your own. Okay,
next. I'm straying off and I’'m giving you a littleackground.

GB: Well let me ask you, how did Ed Muskie handtlese little quiz sessions every day?

FM: No problem at all, | mean he rolled with thewll He was one of the men, or the boys in
that era, you know, you're one of the boys | wasdg. And he was well versed, he was sharp,
but you know, he started off as a lawyer but engeds an engineering officer, old Ed.

GB: Allright, so after, after Penn State, aftesgé four and a half months, what did, where did
you go from there?

FM: Well | was supposed to get on a destroyergbhasunk.
GB: Was that the U.S.S. Mascomb?
FM: U.S.S. Mascomb, yeah.

GB: And, you know, that got sunk. So they shippexldown to Little Creek, Virginia. And
Little Creek, Virginia was an amphibious trainingsle, amphibious training base. And then from
there on in, | was there for probably four or fiveeks and then we went down to Florida in
Miami and we’re in the small craft school. | forghe name of the school, but anyhow we’re
there for maybe four or five weeks and up we wexatkito Little Creek, Virginia and we were
assigned on an LCI-L537. I'm trying to remember tiaenes and the dates, so | got on that ship



and we were training at Virginia Beach for thredaur months. Then we went abroad to
England. Now he went, | don’t know where Ed wenti there on in. | don’'t know if he went
to sub school or DE school or whatever. | mearl, after that, that tour of duty from Penn
State | don’t know where he went. Do you have ihfarmation?

GB: No, I don’t on hand right now.
FM: That's all right, that's all right.
GB: Did you keep in touch with him at all?

FM: Keep in touch, | would write him a letter oraut in that era it was tough going. But |
remember that | was working as research and dew&opon armor at the Watertown National
Laboratories here in Watertown. And | went to worle day, picked up the newspaper, Edmund
S. Muskie is the new governor of Maine. And | sgiee, Ed, | says, “Boy | know Ed.” So |

told the individuals working there, | says, “Herey roommate.” “Oh, come on, Frank,” they
says, said to me. | said, “Look, I'll write a kettcongratulating him on that and kind of just
reminisce of the story from here to South Statl@ré and on the caboose and all that stuff, and
just congratulate him on his being elected to thvegnor of Maine.” But the individuals were
riding me because they didn’'t want to believe noyies, you know. So | said, “Look, I'll write
the letter and I'll hand you the letter, we’ll hatee girl typewrite the letter, and you mail it.”

So, okay, well | gave it to the individual and, dng name was Muldoon. I'll never forget his
name, Robin Muldoon, and he was the kidder thatidvoeedle me all the time. So he mailed
the letter and three or four weeks later | receméetter and he was reminiscing of the old trip
from the South Station to the caboose and allshdt. And then, well | didn’t open the letter. |
came to work and | says, “Here it is Muldoon,” ysa*‘Here’s the letter from Ed.” And he
opened it up and read it and he was amazed. Anyhibmwught I'd give you a little background
history on that aspect. I'm straying off againapk

GB: Well, no, no, this is all good actually. A vgalyack you had said you were kind of
surprised to see that Ed Muskie had been electeergor of Maine. Was it just an experience
that someone you knew had been elected or wasgbare reason?

FM: Yeah, but | would read in the paper, local pape these one paragraph deals that he was
a state representative for a while | think. Anertfall of a sudden he is the governor of Maine,
and in the meantime | did not write to him and @ and so on because we had our families.
We had our own problems and so forth and so ort, vi&uen | spotted that in tHgoston Post |
remember, Edmund S. Muskie Democratic governor aifinel. And that state in that era was
Republican, it was a Republican state and he vizenaocrat and here he is state governor.

Then he ran for senator after, | don’t know, foaass or whatever, and stayed senator for two or
three terms. | think it was two terms or one arlh terms, | forgot what it was.

But | would write him and congratulate him and igeeghe feedback from him and so forth and
so on. If you're up in Maine drop in and see mé so forth. | never did, | never did. But that's
about it | think on that end. But anything elsesg@the questions and I'll try to answer. Some of
these questions are hard to answer because I'ng paick many moons.



GB: Of course, of course.
FM: Many, many moons ago.

GB: Well, whatever you can tell me, whatever yon mmember. Had he been, from what
you remember had he been interested in politideeean? Did you have a sense that when he
got out of the service maybe he’d go into politics?

FM: Well, | had an idea that he was astute indne& and sooner or later he would get into
politics, because he was savvy and he liked thaio$@ppeal and so forth, being in that
environment. In fact | was a little surprised thatwas the state senator. Well, first of all he
was state governor and then he ran for senatob@caime state senator. But his downfall was,
well | say his downfall, there was a cutie theraruplew Hampshire by the name of Loeb |
think his name, L-O-E-B.

GB: Yeah, William Loeb, yeah.

FM: Loeb, and he was running at that time for ttesiolent, presidency of the United States.
But it was in the winter time, it was snowing ocamd he was attacking his wife so Ed took out
his handkerchief because it was snowing out anglibed his nose. So this Loeb made a big, big
remark that here he is, he’s crying about the remtrat | made about his wife. You probably
heard this a thousand times and so forth and so on.

GB: Well, we like to get everybody’s take on it.h&f was your take when you saw that, how
did you react to that?

FM: Well | says, it's a damn lie because | knewagd, you know, I'm going to stick up for
his rights and all that stuff. But he was panngd.deb, L-O-E-B, and he was the owner of the
Manchester whatever the name of the newspapergdtfthe name of the newspaper. But from
there on in he sliced him down, that he was a afyytand all that stuff and so forth and so on
like all editors usually do to slice individualswio to size if possible.

But Ed was very knowledgeable in a lot of areaswNere he is a lawyer and he ended up as an
engineering officer for a while, you know, and sali and so on. But he was very astute and
very sharp in a lot of ways. And he was well thougf by all the individuals that were in the
class that knew him.

GB: Wow. Did people generally like him personailgs he very popular or was he just
respected?

FM: Both, he was respected and he was popular bedauwas likeable. He was down to
earth with people, you know. He was one of the boyke crowd and all that stuff. In fact |

was really surprised that he was running for, yoavk, state senator and all that stuff because in
that era, well we had other problems at home ofigalrand finding jobs and so forth because
jobs weren't plentiful the way they are today. Yaww, because they didn’t have the material



in that era after WWII when to find a job was towgid a lot of luck. Even to find a flat, you
know, just a rental flat, because they didn’t cartany house for four or five odd years, you
know, because they didn’t have the material anidgh. Even to find a flat it's who you knew
and a lot of luck.

Today all you, all you need is money today. Araddlare available at eighteen hundred dollars a
month or three thousand a month or whatever theygeaout of you and so forth and so on.

But anyhow, that’s the way it is, or was. But uod old times, | tell the youngsters. | had four
youngsters and | said, “The good old times aretmghwv,” | said, “believe me.” There’s jobs all
you want, you know, you go to the supermarket, taiigiiars an hour to work and all this stuff,
and that era after WWII they didn’t have that &t &ven your meat was rationed and, you
know, and | think butter was rationed for a whdad even gasoline was rationed for the longest
time. If you're a defense worker you got a litth®re gas depending on the mileage that you
traveled to work, from home to work. But for theeeage individual that had a non defense job,
all you got is probably two or three gallons of gase a week for your car, if you had a car. But
| don’t know if you're aware of this, you've prodgtheard the story a thousand times.

GB: I haven't actually.
FM: Oh you haven't.
GB: | haven't heard all of this.

FM: s that right? Well anyhow, that's it, therasMean times and you're categorized 1A if
you're available for the draft, or 1B a defense keoy but, or 2C. If you're married I think the
category was, you're classified into two categqrae=l three if you're disabled or whatever it
was. But | was always 1A, 1A, and 1A and | saldydat the hell, sooner or later they’re going
to get me anyhow. In fact | was working as a de¢emorker, and General Electric in Lynn,
Massachusetts super charges that they had or aisptahes, for airplanes, and later on there
was the jet engines and so forth. But | was 1Ahaltime, it was a matter of time before | got
in, so | joined to save democracy, period.

GB: Now this rationing you were talking about, what before or after the war that you were
referring to?

FM: Both.

GB: Both, okay, so it hadn’t changed much.

FM: They were rationing, oh yeah, yeah, it was eafegr the war that you had rationing, too,
| remember. On gasoline, on, | think butter alss rationed for a while, butter, and meat was
rationed. I'm trying to remember way back in ttegldages in the forties now. Meat was

rationed to maybe a pound a week or whatever it was

(telephone interruption)
End of Sde A



SdeB
FM: Now where were we here?

GB: All right, well we were talking about the econic conditions back in the forties and
actually I'd like to hear whatever you can remembghatever you can tell me about back
before that because you were, just to give us kyowv, an idea of the times and the
circumstances that we’re talking about. You wermgado high school and college during the
Depression, right, in the thirties?

FM: Okay, yeah, | got out in 1936 at Everett Highd | was fortunate where | was a runner. |
was state class 440 and 600 yard record holdeclzautipion. Well, there’s a few of the stuff up
there if you want to look at them, and Beaston Globe. And | ran in the nationals, | was runner
up in the nationals at Madison Square Garden. llshimave won it but | couldn’t recuperate,
look over here and you can see it, here we arel IWad very low recuperative powers, see this
is it here at the Boston Garden and so forth ammhsoAnd here we are over here when | was in
high school, it's the same here, too, and so fanith so on. And here we are here and all at high
school and even at college. But, here we are hedethen over here, here we are when | was at
Northeastern University here. And this is at thest®a Garden over here, this is little old me. A
lot of hair. And over here this is at the U.S. Hla&cademy here where Ed and | were at that
time. But anyhow, I'm straying off again.

GB: Well that helped you, that helped you get adgdeal for college, being a runner.

FM: Well that was the only reason | went to collegbecause | was an athlete because my
father was working at GE, | was the oldest of fiouthe family. And in that era they were not
working a full week at GE in Everett, at Generadtlic in Everett, so he would probably work
a day or two a week. And in fact one week | thiekworked an hour at GE, brought home |
think less than a dollar that week he told me. iBwias lean times. When | got out of high
school in 1936 and I rolled in to Boston, | didndve twenty cents carfare.

I’m giving you the sad stories here, | didn’t hawenty cents carfare and I'd walk to a light and
I'd wait for a truck to go in to Boston on the baskd of the truck, and I'd hop on the truck and,
at the lights. Because in that era trucks were apéme back so, today because they’re all closed
and all that stuff, it was just another era altbget But | would get off at North Station and I'd
look around for a job and I finally found a jobthé Buck Printing Company. It was right across
the street from South Station, and | was makingytitents an hour. Twelve dollars a week of
which | gave my father and my mother eight dolarmseek for room and board, eight dollars a
week. That left me four dollars. |, well actuallyvas three because the carfare and all that
stuff, so it left me a whooping three bucks. | laadhriety of offers because of my running
abilities and | wanted engineering, so | sayshitk I'm going to go to Northeastern.” So the
track coach up at Northeastern called me up bedhegé&e all after me and | says, “Yeah, |
want to go to Northeastern University.” And treggoing back in 1936. So | told my mother, |
said, “Mum,” | says, “I'm going to go to schoolldbrtheastern University.” And you know
what she told me, in that era?



GB: What did she tell you?

FM: “Well what do you want to go to school for, y)@working.” That's the advice | got

from my mother. But, you know, in those lean timéas not begrudging that. 1 told her, | said
“Look, Mum,” | says, “don’t worry about the tuitioit’s my responsibility,” | says. And | went

to Northeastern five years, they didn’t pay a redtcnot a red cent. No allowances. And in that
era they had NYA, National Youth Administration wleou could work in school for forty

hours a month at forty cents an hour, sixteen gollamonth, so that was my carfare at that time
and spending money and whatever else. And | cdujdnout with the men at all, or with the
boys or with the girls, | was like a hermit becaiiseas lean times. Well anyhow, that’s the
background history there, now, | don’t know if yeant to, if you want me to continue this story
or not.

GB: Yeah, yeah, go ahead, go ahead, go ahead’ifeygat more.

FM: But these were lean years. But, well | gotafigchool there and then | went to work at
GE and all that stuff and, well it was war yeaalThis is going back in 1941, | got out in 1941
and we were in war then. But | found work at GEymn, Massachusetts on turbo super charger
research and development, so | worked there. y@utknow, they’re after me and the draft
always 1A, 1A, it's a matter of time before theygeing to get me, 1A means you're eligible,
you’ve got your health and all that stuff and yeuw'eady to go any time. So | said to myself,
well sooner or later I'll be in the draft, | migas well start. So | went up to North Station here
and they had a Naval office there and | went upethead an interview and all that stuff, and a
physical exam up there and all that stuff, and th&ant to Annapolis and so forth and so on.

But anyhow, that’s a lot of background history.

GB: Now, I think | missed, | see Newton up thelie,ybu grow up in Newton,
Massachusetts?

FM: No, | grew up in Everett, Everett, Massachssett
GB: Everett, Massachusetts, all right.

FM: Everett, Massachusetts is just over the lirre,h@obably about four or five miles down.
But | ran in Newton, Mass and all that stuff. &cf we were familiar with Newton, with
Brookline, and all the other areas and so forth.

GB: Now when we first came down here you had beklimg me about a trip to Lewiston that
you had taken, you know, for some track events.y@oremember anything else about
Lewiston-Auburn, the area, when you visited?

FM: Okay, Lewiston. | remember that, the first time arrived in Lewiston | remember we
took a bus from Boston, from Northeastern, andais & long trip up to Lewiston, all the way up
there. They didn’t have super highways the way tleetoday, and we went Route 1, the back
road and all that stuff. And we arrived there plaipahree or four in the afternoon. We stayed
at the hotel | remember there, there was an olel hiotaguely remember that. I'm going back



in 1938, 1938, wow, that’'s many years ago. Weestat the hotel and the following morning
we went into the Cage and they had a cage, dahember. | don’t know what they have up
there today at Bates, | don’'t know if it's caget dir so, the indoor track I'm talking about. An
indoor track because this was January, this wasalgn

And | remember that | ran there in the sprint gandiasn’t a sprinter but | ran all the sprints and
| won the 45 yard sprint and also the 600 and sethtie record of Arnold Adams | think his
name was. But he was on the Olympic team in 1986he one-mile relay team, Arnold Adams

| think it was. But | smashed his record. Andrthiee following years | ran there but, you
know, that wasn’t for the record. It's for the ptirior the team primarily so, you know, you're
in a 300 and a 600 or a 600 and a sprint probaiutlae relay maybe, so so forth and so on.
And you had to conserve to save energy for ther@hents, is what I'm saying.

GB: Did you see much of the city when you werehgre?
FM: Very, very little because we arrived, | rememive arrived there it was late afternoon.
And in the winter time well the days are short, ¥oow, about five o’clock it's midnight. But |

remember they had the cars, the railway cars,ldwrigal cars just around the square and
around the block. | don’t know if it's there todaynot, | don’t think so probably.

GB: No, it's not.

FM: That's long gone, I'm going to the dark ag&sit | remember that distinctly. Very, very
quaint town | remember in that era. | remembergyra was cage track dirt, | remember, on the
periphery of it. And they had baseball practibeythad the nets up in the middle of it. | don’t
know if it’s still there or not.

GB: Well they have actually, yeah, they have some facilities, new athletic facilities and
they got a, I'm not sure when it was built but tlg®mt now an indoor asphalt track.

FM: Oh, asphalt.

GB: Yeah, and it's in the same building.

FM: It was cage dirt at that time, it was cage. disphalt is much faster, yeah.

GB: They had asphalt and, yeah, they have a cowgleathletic facilities, one that was built
just a couple years ago so that’'s what is there naliright, so I'm going to jump around a
little bit now.

FM: Sure, jump around all you want.

GB: You mentioned your short correspondence witlskiiright when he was elected

governor. Did you keep in touch with him at allestfthat, did you write back and forth at all,
or?



FM: Well how | wrote to is, when | went to work\Matertown National Laboratories. | told
the individual, | says, “My roommate is elected svedected the governor of Maine.” “Oh, come
on, Frank,” they said, you know, they didn't wamtoelieve me. | said, “Look, I'll write the
letter and-,” | told you this before, and put ittire mail and so forth and so on. But after that |
would congratulate him on being elected the seratbtaine and all that stuff and I'd receive a
letter from him, if you're around these parts p&edsop in and all that stuff. And he was well
known throughout, you know, Washington, I’'m suredese he was astute. He was a sharp
individual and so forth and so on. But | didn’edam at all, personally I'm talking about, |
didn’t see him after that.

But, in fact when he passed away | don’t know Ifdelieve | wrote his wife a note of, you
know, condolences and so forth and so on. Butpdteher | think, she was working in a five
and ten cent store or Kresge’s or something lilag, ttind he met her there probably | think. And
then sooner or later the relationship was therensnoharried her. But she was a down to earth
person. | didn't know her is what I'm saying. Ijust reminiscing of some of the stories that |
heard from the papers and so forth and so fortlt, IRlon’t know if she’s alive or not.

GB: She is, sheis.

FM: Well I know that he had a son by the same namngehe’s a photographer or something.
Same name and | think he works for Yemkee magazine, it's one of those magazines.

GB: Actually, I don’t thinks uh, I don't think it,gt’s Ed, Jr. who does that, | think that’s his
other son. He has a, oh boy, now I'm getting mixpd Because Ed, Jr. | believe works in
Washington, in some type of agency in Washingtocould be a little bit mixed up, | could be
mixing something up, but yeah.

FM: Oh no, that’s all right, that’s all right. Butemember, but he was a photographer. Now
| don’t know if he was the oldest son or not. &atfl ran across his name here maybe about a
year ago and | said to wife, my goodness gracitese’s Ed Muskie’s son right here. But |
don’t know if he was a senior editor at that timesomething, but it's like everything else, time
marches on.

GB: Allright, well you must have been excited &z ghis, | mean it must have been exciting
to see that he was elected governor of Maine andwast have been even more excited I'd
imagine when you saw he was running for presid&vitat did you think of that, when you first
heard that, you know, he was -?

FM: Well, it's like everything else, being an avgeandividual and so forth, sure | was
excited like everybody else. But his downfall as said before was Loeb here, and | don’t want
to, you know, to to, you know, reiterate that agamal so forth and so on. But, well he was well
versed in politics because sooner or later if y@irrthat environment, you know, a lot of that
rubs off fast and you know the way the ball gamglayed. And he was astute and he was a
lawyer and all that stuff. But, in fact after WWihen he became a civilian | think he practiced
law for about a year or two. | don’t know if it wasRumford, Maine or -



GB: It was in Waterville.

FM: Oh, Waterville, what'’s this, yeah, | said RunadfowWaterville, Maine for about a year or
two or whatever it was. But he was, you know, kisalgeable, well liked, well versed in a lot
of areas and subjects. But it's like everythingeetime marches on.

GB: Allright, well I have a few more questions fayu.

FM: Yeah, you can throw all the questions at niktry to answer them but I'm going back
many, many moons agar(ntelligible word).

GB: Of course. Did you keep in touch with any otliends you had who were at Penn State
with you and Muskie?

FM: No, | didn’t to be honest with you. But | haaktheir names and where they went to
school. And in the photographs, in the photograptien’t know where the hell | put that, it
was a sign or something. There it is it's ovet fhiature, | think it's upstairs probably. | put i
out of the way here and forget where the hell lipuBut here | have all thegpe fast forwards -
misses some text). | don’t know if she’s even alive right now.

GB: She s, she is actually. In fact, you knove slas quite a bit younger than Muskie was
and, yup, she’s living in Maryland.

FM: Maryland?

GB: Yeah, because they lived in D.C. for a whild ahe stayed right around Maryland. And
we’ve had one or two interviews, one, one interweith her so far in the project, yeah. And, all
right, just one or two more questions.

FM: You can ask as many as you want, if | can antlvean I'll gladly answer them.
GB: I have the names in a note, Kramer and Tedeslero Who were they?

FM: Ted Shroeder, he went to Annapolis with uslamevas a tremendous tennis player. He
was on the Davis Cup team that, | don’t know ifytineent to Australia or not, but he was in our
class at the U.S. Naval Academy. | remember, Tied he performed an exhibition, a tennis
exhibition | remember and he was tremendous. \Bel, on the Davis Cup team it's the best of
the best is what I'm saying. This is going back@#2 or ‘3 | think, ‘42 or ‘3, ‘42. And after
WWII | think he also played tennis.

In fact, he had a son who was a tremendous gdlézt,Shroeder, Jr., and he was on the pro golf
tour for a while. His son, | know, the oldest séad Shroeder, Jr., tremendous golfer. He was
announcing one of the tournaments, this is goirgl ladout three or four odd years ago, and |
said my goodness gracious, that's Shroeder’s stvejreendous golfer. But | remember old Ted.
In fact he couldn’t march worth a hell so to spesWays out of cadence, but he could play
tennis. Ted Shroeder. But how did you find ouwtt the was in our class at the U.S. Naval



Academy, did I tell you that or -?

GB: I'm not sure, you may have told Andrea andst juad a note about it that it might be
something to ask about.

FM: Ted Shroeder, yeah, he as on the Davis Cup ltdaimk after WWIL. | think the year
after he got out of the Navy or the year he wertheNavy, one of the two but he was on the
team anyhow. Ted.

GB: Sure, all right. Well finally | guess, do ybave any more stories from your time at Penn
State having to do with Ed Muskie or just that vebiliustrate your experience, or from any time
that you were in the military, anything that wouldstrate the experience of being in WWII or
in training for WWI11?

FM: Where he was involved, you're talking about.

GB: Where he was involved preferably, or just amghhat was particularly interesting from
your involvement in the service just to give udradkof a look at the history of it.

FM: I'm trying to remember without any more duptioas and so forth. But, | don’t know, if
you pose any questions I'll try to answer them-but

GB: Yeah. Nothing’s coming to mind directly.

FM: Nothing is rolling in the old brain, the brgaower is numb. No, no, | can’t help you at
the moment.

GB: Sure, sure, well I'm, I'm just about done witty questions here so do you have any final
remarks you'd like to make, anything you'd likeadd that we haven’t covered or just anything
we've already covered that you'd like to emphasize?

FM: Well, I don’t want to be repetitive here, ototof these remarks that I've been just
making earlier about our train rides to State Qml®.A. But | remember Ed, he was one of the
tallest individuals in our regiment so to speakdAm trying to think, to see if | have any
photographs of us being in the service togethdreat).S. Naval Academy but it, no, | don’t
think so, nothing at all.

GB: Now just how tall was he? | hear people tajkatout how, that’s the first thing everyone
says about him, well, he was a real tall guy. Do g@member how-?

FM: Well he was tall. Well, in the photographsentirat, you were saying, he’s always a head
over everybody. And he was always in the backgrdwewhuse in front he would be yay high
and all the others would be midgets, so he’d begban the background. But he was well
versed in a lot of subjects, actually, especiatlijtigs. He loved it | remember and sooner or
later he was in it more and more naturally whegdteout of the service.



GB: Did you guys talk about politics together?

FM: Atthat era, well it was war years and he veasyf young at that time and, you know,
with time and with the individuals that were friendith him, depending on who was pushing
him. See, he lived in Maine. | lived here and hd friends up there and sooner or later they're
in that area or that category and they nurtureddiong, I'm sure. And they gave him a lot of
hints of how to become astute in the world of paditbecause it's a, you know, it's one of these
things that, no holds barred usually as you probkbbw and will probably hear this week.

GB: Oh, I'm sure, I'm sure.

FM: But, let's see, I'm going back many years alhthase little incidences is usually
forgotten or you're going to sleep at night andhtlgeu wake up and you're, oh gee, | remember
that, you know, it comes back to you, but, it'sgnsof aging. But | remember when, no, | can’t
help you any more that way. But he was a sharpiohehl, he was likeable, everybody liked

Ed. He was down to earth at that time and he djlnt'ton the dog at all, you know, he was just
natural and that was it. But, | don’t know how maoungsters he had, he had three or four was
it.

GB: [Iwantto say, | want to tell you four. | waotsay four.

FM: | think it was four, yeah, but | think it wasufr, too. But he got married later on in life
because he was about four years older than mecarachd then he got married after he got out of
the service so when he got married he was probalthe low thirties maybe.

GB: He was, he was in his early thirties and she jwst around, just around twenty or so.

FM: Yeah, yeah, and he just met her in a departsterg | think. | vaguely remember reading
about that. But | didn’t know her at all. But didl, very sharp individual, sharp, sharp, very
sharp. Well that's about it that | have, | domiokv what else to expound on.

GB: Well that's actually a good place to stop, ‘thatgood place to stop. Well -

FM: Well | gave you the photographs and gave ylmi af addresses. A lot of the individuals

| don’t know if they're alive or not because | hattecontacted any of them that were there on
those photographs at all.

GB: Well, it's a good place to start.

FM: But you can start there and there’ll be a fdetiers that will be coming back to you
probably that they're dead or they moved or we tlknbw or whatever. But | have the names
there for you so if you want to look in the are&ay Hall or whatever, but where they live I'm
talking about.

GB: Yeah, and try to figure it out from there.



FM: Figure it out from there. But, see, at the.UN&val Academy we were categorized by
your last name, A-B-C-D-E-F-G and I'm an M and ha’sM. But he was M-U and I'm an M-A,
Mascianica, so we were in that area, see. Baiato Penn State it's a grab bag, you know. If
you knew the individual, okay, you want to be mgmonate, yup, okay, and that was it. But at
Annapolis altogether it was by your last name phabetical order.

GB: All right.

FM: If there’s anything else I'll try to help yowbl'm straying off and -

GB: Well, I'm fresh out of questions so | guess l&op right there so, -

FM: |don’t know if | helped you or hindered you.

GB: Oh absolutely, absolutely.

End of Interview.
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