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ELECTORAL OOLLEGE REFOR}
STATEMENT 8Y: EDMUND S. tIUSKIE
JANUARY 1970

Atexander Haml Iton once asked "whether socletles of men are really capable or
not, of estabilishing good government from reflection and cholce, or whether they are
forever destined to depend, for thelr polltical constitutions, on acclident and force.-

No serlous man would term the American people "incapable" of making such a
choice. But, because of an outmoded, undemocratic, end haphazard election process, we
are Insulated from a direct volce in the selection of our leaders.

A tradition has been dfluted that was almost unchallenged unt!i 1948 -- the
tradition that electors on s party slate shali honor thelr party's candidate for President.
Falithless electors have not yet changed the final outcome of an electlon. But a better
organized effort or a closer margin in the electoral college could render the will of
the people meaningless In some future election, Indeed, the electoral coliege accords a
well-organized party a disproportionate potential power. Had the margin in the etectoral
vote totals In the 1968 election produced ® deadlock, with no candidate receiving a
majority, the third party electors could have effectively eliminated the power of the
voters to make o cholco.

The Amorlcan voter deserves a better chance to influence the outcome of the
election,

The President is tho leader of the nation, not of the separate States. But
thousands and milllions of our voters are effectively disentranchised every four years.
Voters who do not vote for the candidate who carrles their State find that their votes
do not count.

As long vwo are saddied with an electoral system which reinforces one-party
States, which rewards appeais to States instead of voters, and which discourages the
exoercise of the right to vote, we can't make any progress. Political particlpation Is
Iimited to the winning slde.

Our method of electing a President preserves divislon. varies the weight of a
vote from State to State, and twice threatens the right to cast an effective balliot.
it 13 an anachronism In a democretic soclety. We must do better.

A roplacement for the present system should meet seversl tests.

First, there should be no intermediaries who might be "useless is falthful,
dangerous If not."

Second, the new system should recognize tho President as the leader of one
nation. 1t should acknoviedge the equal right of all Americans to elect him regardiess
of whore they live.

Finally, the new system must not eliminate or dflute a vote once it has been
cast.

In othar vords, we must amend the Constitution to provide for the most direct,
effective and feoi-proof possible means of electing 8 President. By eliminating the
elector, wo can meet the first standard, and the second can be met by uniform voting
procedures. But only through the direct popular election of the President can we insure
that all votes count equally, and that each cltizen can cast his baltot without question-
ing its effectiveness. Any other "reform" of the electoral process will be a facade.

Through the growth of our natlon and changes in our potitical customs, one
particie of our Constitution — that which prescribes the manner in which we shall elect
our President -- has fallen Into conflict with the ideals and the provisions of the
rest of thet document. If we fall to correct that basic conflict through amendment,
we will have compromised all that the Constitutlion represents. But even it we succeed
in this effort, we will not have met al! our responsibilities. Ve deserve a meaningful
electoral procass, one vhich accurately refiects the ldeais of this nation.

We are talking about nothing less than the cornerstone of our democratic society
-~ the ablility to participate in Its affairs. Our politica! process has not kept pace
with our soclety. In a nation which Andrew Jackson would never recognize, we find elec-
toral procedures which a citizen ot the Jacksonian era or esrlier would find unchanged.
The electoral college I8 our most blatant shortcoming.
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