Bates College

SCARAB

Edmund S. Muskie Oral History Collection Muskie Archives and Special Collections Library

9-10-1998

McKnight, Frances oral history interview

Andrea LHommedieu

Follow this and additional works at: https://scarab.bates.edu/muskie_oh

Recommended Citation

LHommedieu, Andrea, "McKnight, Frances oral history interview" (1998). Edmund S. Muskie Oral History
Collection. 250.

https://scarab.bates.edu/muskie_oh/250

This Oral History is brought to you for free and open access by the Muskie Archives and Special Collections Library
at SCARAB. It has been accepted for inclusion in Edmund S. Muskie Oral History Collection by an authorized
administrator of SCARAB. For more information, please contact batesscarab@bates.edu.


https://scarab.bates.edu/
https://scarab.bates.edu/muskie_oh
https://scarab.bates.edu/archives
https://scarab.bates.edu/muskie_oh?utm_source=scarab.bates.edu%2Fmuskie_oh%2F250&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://scarab.bates.edu/muskie_oh/250?utm_source=scarab.bates.edu%2Fmuskie_oh%2F250&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:batesscarab@bates.edu

Interview with Frances McKnight by Andrea L'’Hommedi eu
Summary Sheet and Transcript

Interviewee
McKnight, Frances

Interviewer
L’'Hommedieu, Andrea

Date
September 10, 1998

Place
Auburn, Maine

ID Number
MOH 046

Use Restrictions

© Bates College. This transcript is provided fatiuidual Research Purposes Onlyfor all

other uses, including publication, reproduction godtation beyond fair use, permission must
be obtained in writing from: The Edmund S. Muskielives and Special Collections Library,
Bates College, 70 Campus Avenue, Lewiston, Mair#04018.

Biographical Note

Frances McKnight was born on July 18 1921 in RudhftMaine to Grace and Harry “Cliff’
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Transcript

Andrea L’'Hommedieu: This is an interview with Frances McKnight on &epber 10th, 1998.
Mrs. McKnight, would you state your full name aspkll it for me?

Frances McKnight: Frances Rolfe McKnight, F-R-A-N-C-E-S, R-O-L-F-Eymnaiden name,
M-C-capital K-N-I-G-H-T.



AL: When and where were you born?
FM: Rumford, Maine, July 18th, 1921.
AL: And tell me, did you live all your life in Rumfd?

FM: 1 lived all my life, | was away in Boston a coapif years, going to the conservatory, and
then in 1984 | moved to Auburn.

AL: And that was when you retired?
FM: Yes.
AL: So, did you, you spent all your childhood in Raraf?

FM: Yes.

AL: Can you give me an idea of what kind of a comnyubhwas during that time period?
What was going on and how did it affect you gromimy

FM: Well, it was a paper mill town, the Oxford Pa@ampany which has gone through many
companies, now it's down to Mead. And it was trepEession, 1921, and of course the stock
market fell in ‘29. And we had a few family probis; my mother came down with tuberculosis
and had to go to Hebron Sanitorium, she was awagixoor seven years. And we didn't,
nobody had much money because all... My fatherahgolod position in the paper company, but,
and then they kept adding more departments tolnimhe was... My sister had entered her first
year at Bates College. He was supporting his mahe father who were elderly, and his
brother was out of work and he was supporting hich lsis wife, and we think some of the
nieces and nephews in there. And then he tookagésre that was in Mexico, the adjacent
town. And because my mother’s sister’s husbandillvasd the doctor wanted him to go off to
the country. And so, you know, life was difficédr everybody. Nobody had very much. They,
everybody was poor. But, you know. We always @éaolugh to eat and we lived in what they
called Strathglass Park, which was a very nice. aliglaad been a mill arrangement. They had
owned these places. In fact, they owned them wieewere living there, when | was a child.
But later on they sold them to the oldest tenaritiwvhappened to be my dad. And they were
duplex. And we, my husband and I, moved into tireioside. So it was the Depression and
people were poor, people would walk around and ctontlee door. There was hardly a day that
somebody didn’t come to the door asking for breaa sandwich or money; we always gave
them food but we never gave them money. And it wasrybody was out of work or hard up or
just getting a little bit of time, and, you know.

AL: Now, what were your parents’ names?

FM: My father's name was Harry Clifton Rolfe, everglgacalled him Cliff. And my mother
was Grace Park Rolfe.



AL: Now what were their political affiliations? Wetlgey very political people?

FM: Well, my father was very much interested in paditand he was a prolific reader. He

would love to have been able to go to college Heuvas brought up on a farm and
circumstances just weren’t so anybody could affordBut he read so much, he knew a lot. He
had all kinds of volumes. He had all the Britamnamd he had a set of engineering books and so
forth. So, his, he was interested in politics Aedvas teaching citizenship classes. And he
happened to have Steve Muskie in one of his claaselsSteve Muskie, of course, was Ed
Muskie’s father. And Dad thought the world of hinge was a wonderful, wonderful tailor, and

he made all my dad’s suits. And he was in thissknd Dad had the privilege of bringing him
into the American, he naturalized him actually. t&at was kind of interesting. But Dad was a
“dyed in the wool” Republican. He pulled himsejf ny his boot straps and he felt everybody
else could. And it was kind of interesting, buthzal tremendous respect for the Muskies and
for Steve Muskie. And of course Ed was in schoeémwmy older sister, Evelyn Rolfe Curtis,

was there, at, she married a Bates man by the na@ertis. And so he knew who Ed Muskie
was, and everybody in Rumford knew who Ed Muskis viiecause he’d done so much and been
so wonderful. And so my dad broke down and votechifDemocrat, which was quite something
for him because he was a very strong RepublicaheWwie was running for governor and |

don’t know what all else. He knew the family aredifad so much respect for his father, and my
sister had been in high school with Ed and so lesviihat he was a great person and he voted
for him.

AL: Now, did he, was he part of the Republicans faskie? There were some groups around
the state who were Republicans who supported Musglae he that much involved?

FM: No, he wasn’t. He wasn’t that. He was justres¢ed, he was, as | said he read
everything, he read the paper from cover to comdriee knew what was going on politically,
you know. But he wasn't active. | don’t think éeer ran for anything, | don’t think so. | was
pretty little, | didn’t know too much of what wasigg on then.

AL: Now your sister Evelyn, she went to high schoihwim?

FM: | think, let me see, my sister graduated fronhtsghool in ‘29, and | think he was a
freshman then, | think he was about the class4maybe? Or ‘23, ‘24, ‘257

AL: He graduated from Bates in ‘36 so he graduatad frigh school in ‘32.

FM: Thirty two, yeah, well that would have made hiffneshman when she, if she graduated in
‘29, wouldn’t that?

AL: Maybe he was a soph-, yeah, maybe he was a sagpb@nd she was a senior.

FM: Well, anyway, he was an underclassman, but afseokie started out being prominent
when he hit school I'm sure, you know. He was arspsmart man.



AL: So she also went on to Bates?
FM: Yeah, and they were there at the same time.
AL: Did she ever talk about him at Bates?

FM: Well, all I know is that we went somewhere onnd he came up, and this was afterwards
and | don't remember where it was, it could haverbat Bates, and he saw her and came over
and gave her a big hug and a kiss. So | don’tyr&abw how, you know, | don't recall her ever
saying anything particular, but you know, | prolyabbuldn’t have remembered it if she had
because, you know.

AL: Now you were Ed Muskie’s sister Frannie’s age?

FM: Frannie was in my class in high school. Sheavis| girl like the Muskies, well she was
one of the taller ones actually, because her alisegrs weren'’t as tall as she was, and | knew
her. We weren't close friends; they lived in ateetcalled Virginia of Rumford, and I lived
down in Strathglass Park which was the other endo$o And | knew her but | wasn’t close
friends. But I, after we both were back here, wdlldon’t know where she was living at the,

but | remember meeting her in the mall in Lewist@f.course we always stopped and talked
and everything when we saw each other. And thexliéve Ed spoke at, in the Muskie Archives
one time way back. | can’t remember exactly wheat wvas; must have been after ‘84 because
that's when | moved down here. And she was thedesa we had a nice long chat then. So |
knew her, but, you know, she wasn’t one of my ctoéeends.

AL: So you never maybe went over to their house wenvere kids?

FM: No, | never was at their house. | have a frigarothy Marchi] who lives around the
corner who was very friendly with his sister Iretrepne Chaisson, and Irengd Dorothy] went
over to their house. There were a lot of littleibes sort of in a cluster up there in Virginia and
apparently they lived in one. | think there wesed the Muskie children, and | vaguely knew
Irene. One of them, and I think it was Betty bum hot sure, worked in Day’s Store and | talked
with her quite often. Let me see, there was Ir€nannie, Betty, and there’s another one, | can'’t
think of her name.

AL: Lucy?

FM: Lucy, right, Lucy, right. And then there wasrather and | don’t know where he came,
whether he was older or younger. And he’s outatif@nia or somewhere, he’s far away and |
never knew him at all. In fact | was just talkwgh my friend the other day and she knew the
family better than | did because she was very diewith Irene, and Irene Chaisson [sic
Dorothy Marchi] apparently lived next door to theudkies up in this section of Rumford called
Virginia, and she had visited Irene a lot, and dWwrshe was friendly, she and her sister were
good friends of theirs.



AL: And what is her name?

FM: The girl who knew, Dorothy Marchi, and she liasund the corner from me. She was a
Rumford gal and she and her sister, they were naaeried and they both worked in the mill for
many, many years. They were the top notch seastar the mill. And she and her sister
moved down here at the same time | did, in thed®a®B4. And her sister died about a year ago
just like that of a week’s iliness, | don’t know athithat’s all about; this isn’'t of much interest
but | forget that I'm on ...

AL: That's okay. Now, let’s skip ahead a little tmitwhen you entered Bates. Tell me what
Bates was like during that time period.

FM: Everybody was poor, they were still poor.
AL: Even into the ‘40s?

FM: Yeah, it was ‘39, yeah. | mean, Bates wasn’ttitha today because | have three
grandchildren. And now every room has a refrigatad VCR, a television, a telephone,

probably some little place they can cook or micresvand it costs a fortune to go to Bates. It
used to be, well, some of the sayings about it igsu can’t go to college, go to Bates, that

was one thing that you heard a lot. And another;, they called it the poor man’s college. And
when | was there, most of my friends had jobs. rbtymmate was there on a shoestring, she was
from Fairhaven, Connecticut [sic Massachusetts],sire waited on tables. The only job | had
was, my father wanted to make sure that | had plehtime to study, and, but | was Dr. Zerby’s
assistant my senior year. That was just a slghnd | just worshiped that man, he was so
brilliant.

AL: I've heard a lot about him.

FM: Oh, he was wonderful. And he influenced my té&aglso much.

AL: Now how, in what way?

FM: Well, | remember one thing that he taught in ohbis classes, he said there were three
words that I'd like to have you remember. Now,isée if | can remember them. What we need,
oh no, | went down to see him after | was teaclaind he said there are three things, and | don’t
imagine | can remember them, my mind is not as gsoid used to be. Ah, hmm, | can’t even
remember any of them. Wait just a minute, cantyon that off for just a minute because I've
got that written down here.

AL: Sure, we’'ll just take a pause.

FM: | can’'t remember the other one, but I'll thinkiband I'll look it up for you sometime.



AL: Integrity and motivationgnhd compassion].

FM: Yeah, but there was another one. | don’t thiiskin this, | saved this out of a Bates thing.
Integrity, motivation [and compassion]. | dorfiirik it was in here, but | saved this because he
was my inspiration. | mean, he was the best tthagever happened to me. And | used these
words, at the beginning of the year | would pusththree words on the board. And | said, now,
as we study novels and short stories in literatuent you to see, I'll be asking you essay
guestions, to write essay questions on how cectaanacters measure up and so forth, and | want
you to keep these three things in mind. Integntgfivation, that's awful, well, I'll find it out

for you.

AL: Now, what was your major at Bates?
FM: Religion.
AL: Religion.

FM: Well, | wasn't terribly religious and I’'m not whécall terribly religious, | don’t go to
church very often. But I, you know it, back in feodays they more or less told you what you
were going to take your freshman year, and they, s&ll, | think religion, freshman religion
would be a good course for you. And | had beeivaah the Methodist church in Rumford; I'd
been in the choir and I'd taught, well, no | hadatight Sunday school there, | taught Sunday
school afterwards. But I, you know, | wasn’t espkyg religious | didn’t think. So anyway,

they steered me into that and they also steereidtm®eter Bertocci's psychology which |
enjoyed very much. And then | got into Bobby Bémkan's classes which | loved. But | was so
impressed with Dr. Zerby that | decided | wantedbice every course he taught, and | did, every
single course that he taught. And | majored uhder And then he asked me to be his
assistant. And, you know, he’s been a profounidémice on my teaching, on everything. Even
his methods of teaching were methods, he had tmee 5o you would remember. | mean, and |
got all the teachers together and we all made, allethe freshmen teachers. | convinced them
to put up time lines so we could coordinate oufedént subjects and have an idea of the history
and development of things, and that was, you kradweverything. And then he had key words,
a whole list of key words and a list of key datésd of course on the time line we had dates
that he gave us, you know, and remembering altehgious things, and you could apply it to
anything.

AL: Now, Ed Muskie was said to have been a fairligr@lis person.
FM: He was a Catholic, I'm sure.

AL: And he was a Catholic, yeah. Growing up in Rudhftn that community, were there any

FM: It was very Catholic.



AL: It was very Catholic? Did you notice that in ¢tions, were there, was it a barrier for
people, their religion?

FM: Well, you know, back then there was a lot moraybe prejudice is too strong a word, but
a lot more feeling, | suppose in a sense it isysiee. We had a place in Rumford called
Smith’s Crossing and that’s where all the Italiimed; we had a lot of French people there;
we, a lot of, there were quite a few Scotch petipdee because a lot of the Scotch people were
brought over by Hugh J. Chisholm to run the papéir And there were Lithuanians and some
Polish and Russian, it was kind of a melting poy know, the people would come there to work
in the mill. Strong Italian and strong French, guite a few Polish, Lithuanian, quite a lot of
Lithuanians, yeah, there were, you know, it wasedting pot. Did | say Italians? Yes, there
were, yeah, there were Italians. In fact my friendr here is Italian. But I think there was more
feeling then than there is now. | don'’t think #eras much feeling, although in high school a
lot of my best friends were Italian and French,gam, you know.

AL: Did you ever get a sense of Ed Muskie’s religicosvictions when he was running for
governor or in the political scene, did you hawsease of his religion?

FM: Well, if I do, | don’t remember it. My memoryi®ot very good. He was, well, | think he
was democratic, he was a Democrat, but | think &g democratic in the sense of wanting a
good life for everybody without prejudice. You kmad just had the feeling that, you know, |
imagine, well, I don’t know what Bates was like wh®e was there but, Bates has always been
pretty liberal and caring about everybody. | mddhink Bates has, | don't, | think Bates has
always been a truly liberal arts college, | thifderal, | don’t think there’s been a lot of
prejudice at Bates.

AL: Was Bates a political place when you were thdd&P people discuss politics and get
involved with community politics?

FM: Yeah, Frank Coffin was there, oh, he was a DeatodBut, | can see this Republican, |
can see him but | can’t think of his name. Oh deshould have, you should have given me a
little homework to do. Oh yeah, this other felloxas, he was very prominent but he was a
Republican, but... Of course | knew Frank very vaeldl | knew his wife, well his wife had a
sister in my class, Helen Ulrich, what was her narwh, Ruth Ulrich, and she married Frank
Coffin. And of course Frank was an incredible kraand he was, you know, a good Democrat.
Yeah, Bates was kind of political then because agdome good leaders. There were a couple
others, too, and | can’t think what their namesenaffhand.

AL: This would have been just before, or the staw@¥ll that this, when you were ...

FM: Oh, tell me about that, yeah. WWII began, | rerher very well | was in Rand Hall, that
was the senior dorm. And one of my friends, Dotd¥dg, very, very smart, she was a four point
all the way, came in and she had just been listetarihe radio and she said the Japanese had
just attacked Pearl Harbor. Well! And then ad#l then left, they had a V12 unit there
somewhere along the way. And we couldn’t go anyw/loe do anything. It really changed life



at Bates and we lost | remember Norm Marshallpause in interview).

AL: Now | did have another question for you. In 198637 | believe Ed Muskie came back to
Stephens High School between graduating from Batdgyoing to law school, and he did some
substitute teaching. Is that anything that youerrer? We're trying to verify it.

FM: Now when was this?

AL: It must have been 1936 or ‘37, and since you &gk school age then, | thought you
might remember if that is the correct time peridéb?

FM: Don’'t remember a thing about it. Thirty-six. & would have been a freshman in ‘36 or
a sophomore. | don’t remember.

AL: That's okay. | might have the years wrong. Weust trying to figure out exactly when he
did some ...

FM: Well, | don't think it was when | was there.
AL: Now did he ever come to the high school while waue teaching to speak to classes?

FM: 1don’t know about his speaking to classes, retiember hearing him in the auditorium
once. And | can’t remember whether that was afeems married or... See, | lived in Rumford, |
was born and raised there and | met my husband Was teaching. Well, | went to the
conservatory in Boston two years after Bates andiesti public school music, and people,
teachers were very scarce because of everybodyg b#iat the war and people were scarce in
general. And so before, | was going to stay andryedegree and the superintendent said could
you possibly come because we don’t have anyonekgow, and we’d like to have a music
teacher. So | went back and | taught there a gedrabout that time my husband, who became
my husband, came down from Canada into the resel@mdwrtment of the paper company. And |
was putting on Pinaforéhat year and he volunteered to do the scenergeansome of his
research people to come up and do it. Well, tteett thie beginning of a beautiful friendship and
we were married the next summer. And, what was gaestion?

AL: Ed Muskie, do you remember him speaking?

FM: Oh, I remember him speaking and I'm trying tonthwhether he, | think that was after |
was married, but | taught a long time after | wasmed and | taught almost up until | came
down, in fact | did teach until I came down here.

AL: Now when you went to Bates College, did you wecampus?

FM: Yes.

AL: What was the relationship between, I've hearat albout what they called townies, people



who lived in town and just commuted to Bates eamh dnd those who lived on campus. Did
you find that there was, there were different ggoapdid they interact a lot with each other?

FM: Well, I'm trying to think. I'm sure | knew somgho were living in town. | can’t really
remember much about it one way or the other.

AL: Were you involved in any extracurricular actiegiat Bates?

FM: Yes, | was in the college choir and the choruslamas president of the McFarland Music
Club, which wasn't terribly... I’'m trying to thini there was anything else. | can’t remember
anything else, but, oh | was on student governmewmas a proctor over at Frye Street, my
roommate and I. | roomed with the same gal for f{@ars; we were very good friends. | mean,
we still are. And so | was a proctor and she wasoator with me, we roomed together, and |
was on student government | remember. | can’t nebez that | belonged in the outing club or
not, | remember going on some of the trips butd’'deemember whether | was... | was, spent a
lot of time studying, you know, | liked to study.

AL: And you said that your family has had a longitrad of being involved with Bates?
FM: Oh, yes.
AL: Tell me a little bit about that again, how ...?

FM: Well, my sister went to Bates and she met hebdnd there. And then two of her sons
went to Bates. Then | went to Bates and my sort teeBates and he met his wife at Bates, and
his wife’s mother had gone to Bates and her brotfest to Bates. He was there while they
were there. And then my son, who'’s out in Seaibie, he’s at the Univer-, he’s a professor at
the University of Washington, in science like ragher, he, two of his daughters went to Bates.
Sarah, the oldest one, graduated from Bates anchgaied last year to Scott Steinberg, the
director of alumni affairs. And her sister Lizegrh Seattle, is a senior at Bates this year. Then
my daughter Barbara, who is a traitor, she weiVétiesley. She thought there was enough
Bates and she thought she’d like to go to Wellesteghe went to Wellesley. But she married
Dick Trafton whose father was the secretary, ldwa&j of the trustees for many years. So, you
know, he was well known at Bates for awhile anywsg/was there ...

AL: Was he politically involved as well?
FM: Politically?
AL: Yeah.

FM: Yes, and as a matter of fact he ran against Muskien Muskie ran for governor and he
was defeated.

AL: Well that name rang a bell for a second.



FM: Yes, Bill Trafton ran against Muskie on the Relman ticket.
AL: Tell me a little bit more about that becausen’tknow.

FM: Oh, well, of course | didn't know the Trafton®th But Bill Trafton was a wonderful,
wonderful man but he was a Republican and he ramsigMuskie and he was soundly defeated.
And he was the one that was the | believe segrefahe board of trustees for many, many
years at Bates. And now he has a grandson wh®atas.

AL: Is he still living?

FM: No, he died, oh, a few years ago, two or thregsjeoh, maybe more than that, three or
four years ago. And his wife died two or threepaple of years ago. He died first. No, wait a
minute, no, she died first. And then he died mesently. So. But he was a wonderful man,
you know, he would have been a good governor,liobhe was a Republican and he didn’t
stand a chance. You know, | think Ed Muskie reldietter to the common people if you know
what | mean. Bill Trafton had always had a silspoon in his mouth. And I just, although he
was very nice and very friendly with everybodyhink people put him in a different category.
And | think Muskie would get the popular vote wh&i# Trafton probably wouldn’t.

AL: Did you always want to be a teacher? Is thatrevlgeu started out with aspirations for?

FM: No, | don't think | knew what | wanted to be. Bwu know, back in those days a female
could be a teacher, a secretary or a nurse, andeldeawas there? And | liked studying, | liked
learning, | liked going to classes and | liked g@odfessors and you know, | enjoyed the school
atmosphere. And | like kids, high school kids jgatirly and that's where | always taught.

End of Sde One
Sde Two

AL: This is Side B of the interview with Frances Magnt, MOH #46. The beginning of this
side begins mid conversation. Frances McKnightsponding to a question | just asked her
regarding her father’s career.

FM: He took over the... well, he was head of shipphegywas head of the order department.
And he was head of the entire finishing room whiadant the cutters, the rewinders, the
counters and | don’t know what else. And he waes @iithe top three or four people in the
whole organization. And he didn’t have a colledaation and a lot of the people he was
working with did, but he was a prolific reader dreobviously was a smart man.

AL: So he built his way up to the top.

FM: Yeah, he just went up, | don’t know that you ebdb that today, | don’t think you could, |
don’t think you could. But that was, in those dédysu had ability and studied and read and



worked and thought, you could get somewhere. Today't know that you could do it without
that degree after your name. | don’t know, whaydo think?

AL: Ithinkit's a lot harder. | think it's more attery these days.

FM: Yes, yes.

AL: And tell me again, what position was he in thawlas teaching this naturalization course?
FM: Oh, he was just a citizen that they, | don’t kine had any special credentials that | know
about. He, | guess any good citizen that seeméd smart enough to, |1 don’'t know, take the
manuals and teach it and all, | guess. | don’kmdo picked them, | don’t know anything
about that because | was very little then, | guéskon’t remember, | just know that he did that
and | don't know why | know it but | know that, grably my sister told me. She was probably,
see, there was ten years difference between ngr sistt me and apparently my mother lost a
boy in between us.

AL: Was it just you and your sister?

FM: Just the two of us, but we were ten years aparbther words she graduated from Bates in
‘33 and | was ‘43.

AL: Have you ever been involved in politics yourselthe community level, or?

FM: Well, yes, in a sort of funny way. My daughtechme involved and so of course | helped
her and campaigned. She ran for city council dreddsdn’t get it, and then she decided to run
for the house of representatives and she got it.

AL: Was this in Rumford?

FM: No, this in Auburn.

AL: In Auburn.

FM: In Auburn. And then she decided to, she senamhit know whether it was one or two
terms in the house and then she decided to ruhéosenate and she got that. And | can’t
remember, | think it was one, | don’t know, it warge or two terms. And then her husband
decided to take her place. Dick Trafton. And leswlected. She was a great campaigner.
AL: Now what is your daughter’s name?

FM: Barbara Trafton.

AL: Barbara Trafton.



FM: And he served in the senate for, | don’'t knowafserved one or two terms either, that's
kind of hazy in my mind. And they have the thetirgt everyone who can and is capable and
able should serve for awhile but not stay therevfer. And then he came back and he ran for
mayor of Auburn and he served there | think thesms.

AL: Really. So they've been very politically active.
FM: Oh, very political.
AL: And you've kind of helped them.

FM: And they’re Democrats. Of course, Bill Traftomsva dyed... And there are nine children
in the Trafton family; half of them are Democratgldalf of them are Republicans. But when
she was running, of course | was campaigning fomahd when she and Dick were running | was
running. And then I, we have a city councilor htrat we didn’t care too much for and |

worked with another person, actually she’s mayokuaburn now, I’'m trying to think of her

name. | know it just as well as | know my own, 'tamnk of it. But anyway, and | helped her.
No, I've worked on quite a few political campaidgrmtween Barb and Dick and, oh, what's her
name. Her husband’s head of the hospital. Thaemee so cross when | can’t remember a
name. So, I'm interested in politics, and ...

AL: Do you remember the time period when Muskie wasing for governor, the feeling that
you got in your community and around the statdhasriomentum built in his campaign? Did
you sense that he might win?

FM: Well, I think he was very popular. | think thigft he was a very good man. And then of
course he ran for the senate and then they thdwegivias wonderful and of course then he ran
for President. And we were all terribly disappethtl mean, people were terribly disappointed.
We thought that was dirty politics, which politisspretty dirty. And of course | like Clinton
and I’'m not happy with what he did but I'm not hgppith what the Republicans have done to
him either, so. Of course | was brought up Realolj but I'm like an awful lot of Mainers, |
think they’re mostly independent. Because | vdedviargaret Chase Smith and, oh, I'm trying
to think, I certainly voted for Muskie. Who elsave we had, I'm trying to think of some other
people we had.

AL: Angus King.

FM: Oh, I vote for Angus, I like him. In fact he $@oat my grandson, the one that’s at Bates,
graduation from Carrabassett Valley Academy. He way good. | like him, too. He's a
personal friend of Barb and Dick’s. So, they’ratgyoolitical and I've been kind of political
along with them if you know what | mean. I’'m inésted in politics, I'm tremendously
interested in politics, and | always vote and yaow, | vote, | split my ticket all the time. |
vote, oh | love George Mitchell, but | like Bill @en too, I've always voted for both of them.
So has most of Maine. | think Mainers in general@uite independent.



AL: Well you know, George Mitchell may be going to $iangton. That was the newest report
this morning, that Clinton might ask Mitchell torae in and help him out.

FM: Really?
AL: We don’t know. You know, this point they’re rurso

FM: Oh, you can get everything so you don’t know ghgbing on. | was so glad that Mark
McGwire hit that home run because that gives utsla telief from the trauma of the rest of it.
Well, George Mitchell, oh, Barb had a big party @&eorge Mitchell once up at her house. Oh,
and another thing, too, talk about political. Sf&s a delegate to the national convention for
nominating presidents one year, | think it wasio®regon or somewhere, | may be wrong.
And she entertained Rosalynn Carter at her homelap@nd she invited me and my dear friend
Ann Wood, who was the other English teacher arsovisry dear friend of mine. And we had a
great principal at the time, they’ve got a rottexe ap there now, but he was wonderful and he
said this is a lifetime thing, you and Ann go. Asulthey let us go and we came down and went
to this. They lived up on Dillingham Hill, I donknow how well you know the area, in a great
big house. And it was all cordoned off and we waesnding up there in the front row, shook
hands with Rosalynn Carter and she spoke to als@nd it was very interesting. No, I've had a
lot of contacts politically.

AL: Yeah, as you were talking, | seem to rememben#émees Trafton, Barbara and Dick and |
think they may be on our list to interview.

FM: Oh, well they knew Muskie. Because | remembeanggdown, this is something else | just
remembered, | remember going down to, where was the coast that he had a home?

AL: Kennebunkport?

FM: Kennebunkport | guess it was, to Muskie’s homin\Barbara. And | believe George
Mitchell was speaking to a group of Democrats theked I, they had it outdoors and there was
a big tent and tables and luncheon and everytlaing Barbara asked me to go with her and so |
did and had a wonderful time. And | remember wantd go to the ladies room and | went in
and Ed’s wife, | can’t remember her first name.

AL: Jane.

FM: Jane was very gracious and friendly and she stitomeeher house and, you know, it was
very nice. And | had a nice time that day. Fogmbut that. Yeah, I've done a lot of political
things now that | think of it. | was always intsted in politics. | took a lot of history coursas
Bates and had some great, Doc Sweet was a gréatyhisofessor.

AL: Oh, Paul Sweet? Yeah, he’s still living.



FM: He is? Oh, I liked him so much, he was a wondeefacher. | had some really good
courses, | liked, you know, | had good coursesethéiiked this [Professor] Tozier, too, that
was a history course. | liked history, sociologgd Peter Bertocci, had Angelo for French, too.
We had, | thought we had some wonderful professbBates.

AL: You know, I've heard that over and over agaird amme have said that possibly that was
because it was during the Depression years, teaetheople weren’t in business, so you got
some of the best of the best in the teaching psajas Do you think that might be why?

FM: The thought never crossed my mind. | thougtiiely were teaching, it was because they
wanted to teach. They all seemed, these ones lilaatthat | liked so much | thought were
enthusiastic teachers. | had a lot | liked. Fnemiyear | had, oh another one | liked a lot was
Andy Myhrman, he was great. And his wife and nsfesiwere great friends because my
brother-in-law Jack Curtis worked in admissionBates for a long, he worked at Bates for a
long time. And they were there at Bates when | thase, and if | wanted to stay out late at
night all I had to do was to sign out that | washgadown and stay overnight with my sister.
That was kind of nice. | remember coming home fama formal, they had a porch and on the
other side of the porch, there was a, sort of thrieeows together. And on the other side there
was a couch, it was sort of a studio couch, ahddtbig things that were holding the cushions
up, wood. And I decided after this formal | woskdy down there all night so that | could go in
as late as | wanted to. And | somehow didn’t getkey or, anyway | was locked out. And so
we managed to force a window up and | climbed thhatlis little, it was a little narrow
window, you know, a big window in the middle andbtlittle narrow ones, but | was small
enough and | climbed in. But on the way in | hit aye on the back of the studio couch. And
the next day, | think this was just before we tefgo home for some reason, | had to walk
around campus all day with a black eye. And Igote a lot of back talk from people. They
wanted an explanation because I'd just been taddniee with this boyfriend at the time. Oh
well. You remember all these silly things when ybiunk of college. But | loved Bates, |
enjoyed it a lot, | had a great time even thoughas war time. We were handicapped toward
the end, it was bad because all the fellows wetbofiar and we couldn’t take any trips that,
like, you know. Everybody was poor, | mean mogrglbody was poor at Bates. We had a
good time.

AL: What do you think Muskie’s biggest contributianMaine was? Is there something that he
did that really sticks out in your mind that het'?ef

FM: Well, | think he was, | think he was an enviromtaist. And | can’t remember exactly
but I think he was, | don’t know if instrumentaltd think he was certainly involved in doing
things like cleaning up the smelly Androscoggind®ivAnd also I think he was influential as far
as George Mitchell was concerned. And | think thiwhen they began, see the Androscoggin
was terrible, and the paper mill, because my huskas on a river committee with Doc
Lawrance. And | don’t who all else was on that, lknow he was on this. And of course he
was, my husband ended up being research directbeqfaper company until he had
Alzheimer’s. And he used to go to these meetinigjs oc Lawrance and | don’t know who all
else. But | think Ed Muskie and George Mitchelttbwere quite instrumental in environmental



things.

AL: The Clean Air Act and the Clean Water Act.

FM: Yeah, yeah. I think, weren't those about thaet? | mean, I'm asking you.

AL: Yes, yes.

FM: Because this is what my lame brain recalls, tti@y were both very instrumental in that.
AL: Yes, yes.

FM: So I'mright. Good. So I just confirmed whakeeybody else has said probably.

AL: Well, everyone has a different view of what thgglest thing was that he contributed. You
know, some people say, and then there’s other $himg

FM: Well, 'm sure he did a lot of things. Of coulseas more involved in the river clean up
because my husband was in it, so | remember thiatv when was he governor of Maine?

AL: Nineteen fifty-four to 1958.
FM: Nineteen fifty-four to what?
AL: Nineteen fifty-eight. He had two terms.

FM: Nineteen fifty-four to ‘58. | was living in Rurofd then and | was married and that's when
my husband was on the river committee in there esamere along the way.

AL: Well thank you very much for the interview.
End of Interview
[Additional Notes - comments made Bl after recorded interview]

John Marsh a leader at Bates, also great singeacod As | recall he was also political and
did some kind of foreign service. A lot of actigst Bates.

Muskie spoke at Bates during Vietham War - wasragiai. Very effective speech. My
husband and | attended. My son Stan had the hafnntroducing him. Alumni Gym was
packed on the occasion. Also John Donovan. Dawkdk was the strong Republican leader
on the Bates campus - very smart, nice young nam’t recall any political animosity on
campus.

[End of notes]
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