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Biographical Note
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W.H. Nichols defense plant and tested superchgngeips for airplanes. When the war was
over, she attended classes at American Universiyashington, DC. She and her husband
moved to Augusta, Maine in 1946. In 1980 she wer@dn Miguel in Mexico to attend art
school. She worked for the IRS part time, andlierlegislative offices at the State House, as a
secretary for Dana Childs, and later as an exezgieretary for Ed Schlick.
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Transcript

MikeRichard: The date is August 4th, 1999, and I'm here atSheepscot School in
Wiscasset with Anna McPherson, interviewing is Mikehard. And Mrs. McPherson, could
you please state your full name and spell it?

AnnaMcPherson: Anna O. McPherson, my maiden name was BlodgeN;R-A, O-L-E-T-I-
A, maiden name Blodgett, B-L-O-D-G-E-T-T, marrieghme M-C-P-H-E-R-S-O-N.

MR:

AM:

MR:

AM:

MR:

AM:

And when was your date of birth?
Five-five-fifteen.

And where were you born?

In Brandon, Vermont.

And for how long did you live in Brandon?

| lived there for eighteen years; | lived thergilul graduated from high school. Then

worked one year, and then went to Boston to geetdad school.

MR: Okay, | guess we’ll talk a little bit about ydiamily background. How many siblings did
you have?
AM: My sister is fifteen years younger than me. Tisettee two of us, she’s fifteen years

younger than me.

MR:

AM:

MR:

AM:

And what’s her name?
Patricia Blodgett Lettel.
And what has she done for a living?

She didn’t do, didn’t work too much at all urghe married and moved to California. And

there, she worked on in companies that made partsuclear, for the nuclear industry. And
another job she had in California was for a comgaay made, oh, estrogen, that sort of, drug
products. Not drugs drugs, but medicinal drugse’$just moved back to this state. And she
lived in Vermont, too, but she’s just moved bacltaine; bought a house and moved back here



after twenty-five years in California.
MR: And what were your parents’ names?

AM: My father's name was Vern Clifton Blodgett. My ther's name was Mildred Rosalind
Washburn Blodgett.

MR: And what were their occupations?

AM: | don’t think my mother ever did anything. She d little babysitting for friends and got
paid for it. But my father was a machine desigAed he worked for a company that, a toy
factory, and if they, if someone designed a neteyathen he came up with the machine to tool
this toy. And then sometimes they’d send him, thagt a couple of branch factories, and
sometimes they would send him to set up the fact@®woybasically | guess he was a machine
designer. He did lots of other things, too, jatklbtrades, but basically he was a machine
designer.

MR: And what were your parents’ political beliefs?

AM: Being in Vermont, they probably were Republicdnd, | really don’t know. | left
Vermont when | was eight-, about nineteen becauwsarked a year after | got out of high
school. And | only went back for a couple weeka #tne after that; | never lived consistently
with my parents. And | don’t think we were a pickil family at all. | think politics entered my
mind, entered my life, after | moved here to MaM#en | was in Massachusetts | had nothing
to do with politics, and | lived in Washington, D.for a while and had nothing to do with
politics. | did not have any interest in politigstil | moved here to Maine.

And the way that | became interested was that lw@&ing at Internal Revenue as a temporary,
and a girl that | worked with, Joan Williams [Arddl what's her name now, she married, it'll
come to me what her name is, but she was in thergov's office. We had worked together in
Internal Revenue, she worked in the governor'sefin a permanent basis. And when they
needed someone to do that, work for the surveyaté government, she, it was cost
management survey. And she suggested me, anddlegt me in and that’s when | was hired.
And that was my first relations with the state workwith politics at all. That was in ‘55, but
before that | had not been politically inclinechiit

MR: What were your parents’ religious beliefs?

AM: Episcopalian. My father wanted to join the Epal Church when he was a little boy.
And his parents were Methodists and did not wamt toi join the Episcopal Church, and he
didn’t. But then when | was, oh, probably five, sixseven years old, he didn’t. | wasn’t
encouraged to go to Sunday school or to go to thidecause of that experience that he had
had, he felt that | should be able to choose whatah | wanted to go to when | was old enough
to choose. And | also chose the Episcopal Churdid. Ay godparents were Episcopalians and
through them | went to church. My father was &relis man in his own way, but he did not go
to church, and | never knew of my mother goingtarch.



MR: And how do you say that your parents’ attituded beliefs affected you in general while
you were growing up in Vermont?

AM: Just that, my mother was not that fond of chitdliend | was included in that. She was, |
was never abused, she never; but | lived with napdparents more than | lived with my mother
and father. But | feel that my father was a vespdjinfluence on me because we, my mother
wasn’t a bad influence on me, she just was moegasted in riding horseback and that sort of
thing than she was taking care of me. And so mpdyreother took care of me a lot. But my
father was very, very strict and he was very deatocand cosmopolitan and just brought me up
with a sense of fairness. And, that, well | gué&'sssiort of trite, but to say that all men are
created equal.

He, | remember one day | was making fun of somewaeeyere, my father and | were going
fishing. And we were driving up this back road, mtain road, to where we were going fishing,
and there was a woman walking along the street tthidin’t consider was my equal. And he
waved to her and spo-, and stopped and gave lee aome. Well, when she got out | said in
this nasty voice, “Who’s your friend?” And my fathstopped the car and he said, “Get out.”
And so | got out and he went on up fishing, andlked back home. | wasn’t more than a mile
from home, and so | walked back home. And whegdtdhome he gave me a very severe
lecture on the fact that | was no better than tbenan that | had made fun of. So it was those
sort of things that he did for me that, well, safrinfluenced my life, that | wasn’t supposed to
make fun of other people.

MR: And what was the Bradford community like when yeere growing up?
AM: It's Brandon.
MR: Oh, Brandon, I’'m sorry.

AM: Brandon, and well, it was like any little countowvn. You, if you were driving down the
street and you saw somebody you knew and wantedkito, you stopped your car and got out.
And you didn’t bother to park it at the curb, yasfleft it in the street and got out and went on
the sidewalk and talked with somebody. Other castwut around you. It was a very, very
respectable, nice little town. It's a very prettbyvn now, too. | go back, I’'m going back next
month for, only for a few days, but I'm going up.

My mother and father are both buried in Vermonty mdother died two years ago and we took
her remains back to Vermont. And | have not haelels, there was a headstone for, a big
headstone, for my grandparents on one side andaneyn{s on the other side, and I've never had
the headstone for my mother engraved. And | tiediat it through the mail and over the
telephone and it became so confused that | justdiy well, I'll go up and see it being done.
Because the man got confused, thought | wantedy@mew headstone, and so I'm going back
to Vermont.

But, and it's, it's not, it's still the same. Itteeautiful, Brandon is a beautiful town. | was



actually, I actually lived in Forestdale, whichaidittle part of Brandon, the town of Brandon but
the Forestdale’s a little section. And it's beautiwith wide streets and beautiful trees. And,
between the sidewalk and the road is probablyfitty,or a hundred feet with beautiful trees
and landscaping and green grass, and it's jusaatifel town.

MR: And what was the social position of your famitythe town?

AM: Social? Well, | don’t think there was any soalass in the town. There was a few people
that had a little more money, but there wasn’t smgial distinction. They may have had more
money but they didn’t, you wouldn’t know it to asgate with them. It was just one big town and
everybody knew everybody in our little sectiondoin’t really know much about Brandon, what
Brandon was like, but Forestdale was one big fapmictically.

MR: And you went through public education there tigtohigh school?
AM: | went to my first seven, first seven grades hise Forestdale, and . . .
(Interrupted by visitor.)

MR: ... were talking about your experience in s¢hoo

AM: Oh, the school, okay. | went, the first severrgéavent to school in, public school in
Forestdale. Then because a teacher decided gfieldid me, my father paid my tuition and |
went to Brandon for my eighth grade. And then | twerBrandon High School for the four
years. And | worked in a mental hospital for sumsnénd, the one year that | didn’t, before |
went away to school, and then | went to Bostonehinto Forsythe Dental School. And then,
from there | went to; there’s quite a bit of timapeses between these things; and | went to
Washington, D.C. to live for a couple of years aattended American University not as a
regular student. My husband was going as a regtaent and | just took courses. And
because | worked in the office of the presiderthefuniversity, | could take the courses without
paying any tuition, so | just took advantage @ntl took various courses.

And, well then, we're still talking about schoaght? Then | went to San Miguel in Mexico and
| went to art school at two different art schodlsre and, one the American school and one the
Mexican school. The Mexican school is subsidizgdhle government, it's a cultural center
where they have, oh, like the Bos-, the Philadalpthilharmonic came to, came there and put
on a concert and you don’t have to pay anythingoto And then from Mexico, | just came back
and | guess probably the next association with @ldsdere.

MR: And what were some of your interests throughhiigh school period?

AM: 1 guess just to get through high school. Myrests, well | always belonged to like the 4-
H clubs and Campfire Girls and my grandmother wgeeat one for teaching me to sew and to
cook and I've always liked horses a great dealevier rode an awful lot, but | took a lot of care
of them. And, | don’t know, | can’t remember haviagy particular interest of what | would

want to major in. For instance, at one point | giaiul wanted to be a doctor, but then | got very



il and lost a couple of years and it cost a lotmainey and so becoming a doctor. And then | also
realized that | was not good at chemistry andamuld not make it as a doctor. So | settled for
being the dental technician.

MR: And actually, just to pick up one thing, what wgour grandparents’ names?

AM: My grandfather's name was Charles Washburn. Mydmother's name was Ella
Washburn, her name was Ella Tyler Washman, Washbgen't talk, which is unusual for me.

MR: And when did you graduate from Forsythe Dent&ldst?
AM: About 1940, something like that.

MR: And then you said you went to Washington for apte of years, and worked in a defense
plant?

AM: Well, for a while | worked in the defense plastaybe | should have sort of put these
things in chronological order when | was thinkirmpat coming down here. |, during the war,
during 1945, | worked in a defense plant and testgxkrcharger pumps for airplanes. And that,
after the war was over was when it was, when | i@iVashington, in 1944, ‘45 when my hus-,
my husband was badly wounded at Anzio and wheraheedack to this country, he was at the
hospital in Framingham for a while, Cushing Hodpit#&nd then we, when he was able to, he
went down to American University on the Bill of Rig - on the Bill of Rights, on the G.1. Bill .
... G.I. Bill, yeah. And then, that was when Invé&o American University, too. And then we
came back to Maine in ‘46. Not back to Maine besealbe had lived in Waltham, Mass. and
that’s where | lived for a while when | was goimgsichool in, at Forsythe, and then while |
worked at W.H. Nichols, the defense plant. Andhthve, when he was able to we went to
Washington. And then we came, we went, we stay®bsi, went back to Boston for six
months from Washington. Then we went to Manchestewy Hampshire for six months, then
we came to Maine.

MR: And your art school experience in Mexico, didttfian in that period?

AM: That was while I, no, that's since, let's sewak in New Mexico around 1980 and went to
the two art schools, just hiked around Mexico.

MR: Do you speak Spanish?
AM: No, no, | made out fairly well in the marketsptigh. And | imagine | got gypped quite
often. But we lived on fifty dollars a month, o@nt plus fifty dollars a month. Groceries were,

food was very inexpensive.

MR: And did you ever have the opportunity to use yskills that you learned from dental
school from Forsythe?

AM: | worked one year and my husband didn't like gtarted working for a young dentist who



was just out of dental school and he was very,kew, just very gung ho to build up a
practice. And he just got the idea that | shouldnbie office day and night. And so my
husband didn't like it, and | thought of taking ttigil service exam but | never did. And so |
only used the dental experience one year.

MR: Now where did you meet your husband?

AM: | met him at Sears Roebuck. And, | was goindeotal school and | was working in
Sears, in the Waltham Sears store. And | was oolkiwg weekends and | came in Friday night,
into the store Friday night. And | went through #tere and this tall handsome, well-dressed
gentleman came up to me and said, “May | help y@u®! | said, “No thank you.” And |

walked up through to the office. And the girl iretbffice said, “Before you settle down to do
any work, would you mind going to the post officedagetting some stamps?” So | went back
down through and the same gentleman said, “Mayp y@u?” And | said, “No thank you.” So
then | came back from getting my stamps and | whtkeough the door and he said, “May |
help you?” And | said, “No thank you,” and | went un the office. And then he came up in the
office for some reason and saw me up there.

And then a couple of weeks later he asked me drted to go, you won't believe this, shooting
rats. So we went. There was a piggery and alj#iibage from all through the city was taken
here and put in trucks. And then they’d swill thgsp and you opened the door and the rats just
going. You have a .22 and you’re ping-ping-pinggpping-ping-ping.

MR: That's a different first date, | think.

AM: Yes, it was very different. So, we were marfi@dabout, let's see, from ‘45 to '63. And
then we got a divorce and, he got a divorce andpsol’'m on my own.

MR: Okay, and when you went back to Maine, which talichyou first return to?
AM: When | came, when | came, when | moved to Maine?
MR: ...Orin’46. Right.

AM: Okay, to Augusta. He was stationed at, my huslveas stationed at Togus, the VA
Center. He was a, he had trained to be a servimeigfwhich is comparable to being an attorney
but you work just with veterans. He, like he didyo to law school, but this special course that
he took trained him to handle claims for veteramsl help them get their just rights like
compensation or a pension or the things that thexg wntitled to because of their service. And
then if they had a problem that, it was Disabledefican Veterans that he worked for, you may
have heard of it.

MR: Yeah, I've heard of the organization.

AM: And, what did you ask me?



MR: Oh, I, yeah, I just asked you where you moved to.

AM: Where | met him? | met him at Sears Roebuck amdnaved to Maine together in ‘46, we
lived out in north Augusta.

MR: And how long did you live in Augusta, or north dusta?

AM: Well, only a, only a few months because the halide’'t have any water. It was a very
cute little house, and it didn’t have any watehepeople who owned it had, were on a tour of
duty in Germany and they wanted to rent it, andaued out. What we had in mind, the rent
was very, very low, and so we had it in mind timathie spring we’d move there and put up with
the fact that it had no running water. And we wotieére was a well outside, and we just
decided we’d put up with it having no running watetil spring. And then we would have a
bathroom put in at our own expense because, betagisent was so low we could afford to.
Then in the spring we found that it was not goimdpé that inexpensive, that it was all sandy soil
and it would have been quite a job to put in atwatin and to drill a well. That, and, and we
wrote and asked them if they would sell us the baml they said they wouldn’t.

And my husband’s boss from the head of the orgéinizavas in Cincinnati, Ohio, and he wrote
and said that he was making his voyage to Mainecdfiee to Maine every ten years and this
was his year he was coming and he would like tp efband spend a few days with us. Well,
you couldn’t imagine asking this man to live in@uke that had no bathroom and no running
water, so we immediately started looking for a leoug/e found a very nice house over in
Readfield on a pond, beautiful house. And, but Ké&qmp died very suddenly and never did
make his trip to Maine. But we lived, and we livadReadfield, | can’t, we lived in this
Readfield house a long time. Then we moved o@ywney in a very nice house out in Sydney.
Then we moved down to south Gardiner, then we gi@ce when we were living in south
Gardiner. Then we, | moved to Richmond, and tHaar ¢hat bought the house in Dresden. So
I've lived in north Augusta, Readfield, Sydney, goGardiner, Richmond and Dresden since
I've been in Maine.

MR: And, well this may-, is a pretty broad questiaquess, but what have, what have some of
the similarities and differences been living intatbse communities? Just the atmosphere of the
community, or the . . .?

AM: They're, I've been, oh, in north Augusta we waceepted. It was the last house on a dead
end road and quite remote, and there were proliabihyor five houses. And we were accepted
very readily and became very friendly with two loé families on the road, and the others were
too far away to become friendly with. Then in Riggld, the house we rented in Readfield was
owned by the Dumaines (sp) who were very, very thgamportant people in Manchester, New
Hampshire. Mr. Dumaine owned the mills there,lilgemills, and he lived in Weston, Mass.

But in, so we were friendly with the son and hisewiAnd my husband working at Togus, our
friends were mostly people who were at Togus.

And then we moved out to Sydney and the little tewwround are all pretty much the same. And
we just had a small group of friends in each to&at together for breakfast once in a while,



usually on Sunday morning, and a lobster cook aaeaon a while in the back yard. And one
summer when we lived in Sydney, we, for the firpaltment, we hosted a big lobster cook out
and gave the money to the fire department. And theouth Gardiner, it's pretty much the
same situation. You're, you meet a few peoplewaagretty much, as | said, were friends with
people at Togus. And then | don’t know that we fedwthat many friendships because we did a
lot of hunting and fishing and went places likekiman into one of the camps and | guess we
pretty much lived our own lives without minglinggeeat deal with other people.

And now in Dresden, | do have a big circle of fderand basically because of taking care of
children, and all their, their great parents, giéd$ and great parents, and so | have a big circle
of friends. When | was, on my eightieth birthddngy had a party for me; there must have been
two hundred people there. They had it down at tledniic Hall and there must have been two
hundred people there. And they, | had started ingrikere, so a lot of the parents and the
children from here came. All the parents from aDnesden, and then, if they knew of the
person, people who planned the party, if they knéaomebody that | had known in another
town, they invited them, so there was about twodneid people. And they gave me a huge
picnic table and they had Anne Dotson come and #ind they had, and then they came the
next day and shingled my barn roof as a birthdaggmt. So it was a pretty neat birthday. And
they’ve promised me another one comparable to mgreighty-fifth birthday.

MR: Oh, neat. And, so you mentioned you were workmiipe IRS for a while before you
worked with Governor Muskie?

AM: | worked at Togus, | worked at the three agendiesmrked at Togus because my husband
became very friendly with the manager at Togus. Wheénever there was somebody out on
pregnancy leave or was on vacation or somethijugt ffilled in. And Mr. Stoddard would just
give me a call or he would tell the department heachll me; and | just worked short times,
short periods of time. And then for the filing joet, they hire extra help at Internal Revenue,
and | worked I think two filing periods. You go,ihthink you go in about the first of the year
and you work probably through June, when they’'éimge all the returns in, you know. This
was in Augusta at the... And then | worked-. | workedthe State House | worked in several
legislative offices in addition to working for, the governor’s office. | worked in the legislative
research with Sam Slosberg, and | also was segret&ana Childs when he was, when he was
minority leader. | think, you know, we were in thmenority at that time; when he was minority
leader | worked as Dana’s secretary. And theninktthose were the only two jobs | had with
the. -. By the time that Dana became a speakeasithen working with Ed Schlick as, he was
executive secretary and | was his secretary oMh@e Demaocratic Party.

MR: And so how did you become involved in the Demtici@arty, or what, what made you
decide to choose the Democratic Party versus tpelitiean Party?

AM: Well, just, the first choice was because Joanid¥ils had recommended me to do, to work
on that survey and Muskie was a Democrat and, éualidn’t. This is another kind of story that |
think is kind of cute. When | was working on tisatrvey, | worked in the office of the clerk of
the house. It was an off session and so | workehe office of the clerk of the house, and on
my own. They would be out interviewing people omgpsomething in the various departments.



And so | would be there in the office just doing Becretarial work, typing up their reports and
things. And so Harvey Pease, whom you've probablyer even heard of, but Harvey Pease
was clerk of the house for years and years andyaat years, and he was sure that there was
not going to be any more legislature when he cdulimthere any more. But | needed a job
when, after | was, got a divorce, | needed a jathyband so | went in. While | was working
there, Mr. Pease would come in and he would sakélyou. | like the way you work. You
don’t have to have somebody standing over yothalkime. If you're ever looking for a job,
you come and see me.”

So | was looking for a job, and | went in and | bgxh And he said, “Well, | haven't got my staff
lined up yet. You come back in a couple of weeks sae me.” Well, | went back a couple of
weeks, same thing, “You come back.” So it wasiggtio the point where all the legislative
people were hired, the extra people that theywere, the jobs were all being taken up. So |
said to him, “You know, really, | can’'t keep doittgs. | really need a job and | can’t keep doing
this. Are you going to hire me or aren’t you?” dAne said, “You’re a Democrat.” And | said,
“Yes, | am a Democrat.” And when | went to workGvernor Muskie’s office, he didn’t ask
me if | was a Democrat or a Republican, he asked heould type and then walked out. So, |
just fell into being a Democrat; | didn’t make ansoious decision to become a Democrat. And
then, after that legislature was over, when | hadcked for, in the legislative research office and
then in Dana’s office. Then Ed Schlick became tkecative secretary of the party and | had met
him. He was then a reporter for thewiston Sun-Journal, and | had met him and he asked me if
| would work as his secretary for the party. Svdve from south Gardiner to Lewiston for five
years, every day.

MR: Oh, wow, must have been, what, forty-five mincoenmute?

AM: Yeah, just about. I tried various ways to geréhwith the-. And it wasn’t that bad though
because | could just think what | was going toftat tlay, you know, and so it really wasn't that
bad. But then we moved the, where did the paragdb&l’'m trying to think. Oh, it was, the party
head- they were in Frank Coffin’s office on Maimegit, 465 Main Street in Frank Coffin’s
office, and then we moved down onto Lisbon Stréetd one day | was on my noon hour and |
was walking down the street, and this tall, goazking man stopped me and said, “Can you tell
me where the Democratic headquarters is?” Andd, $8ure.” So | told him where it was and
then | went about my business, did my errands bed went back. And | walked in and Muskie
said, “I didn’t recognize you on the street.” lasvMuskie who had stopped me and asked me
where the Democratic headquarters were. And themwlgot back to the off-, when | got,
seeing me in the context of the office he recoghine, but on the street he didn’t recognize me,
after all the years | had worked for him.

MR: And you worked with, as Ed Schlick’s secretangnirthe mid ‘60s or so and for a few
years, is that right, or . . .?

AM: Yeah, probably from about ‘62, and we probablytfee headquarters for five years,
something like that. And then when he got throwgth the headquarters, oh, | know what
happened. We, Ed and | started a business, pelditons business, and we had that for about
fifteen years. You're going to think I'm about artdred and five years old with all the different



things I've done.

MR: Hey, I've got a busy life. So what was your tilike as a secretary to Ed Schlick,
working with the Democratic Party?

AM: Ed Schlick? Well, that was great fun. We irstiggl the Five Hundred Club, | don’t know
if they still have that or not, but we started Biee Hundred Club and there was a lot of
organizing and soliciting for memberships, and thvenalways arranged things like the
Jefferson-Jackson Day dinner.

And then the year that the Democrats took ovegthernorship and the two houses, we moved,
we hired an office near the State House and wenagst sort of liaison, lobbyists or something
like that, for the party. We wrote speeches ferdifferent legislators and did some research for
them. And, they didn’'t have as many committees tbeaio things for the legislators, and so Ed
and | did work for them.

And we also, this didn’t have anything to do witle Democratic Party, but we were stringers
for UPS, UPI. And | covered the house and Ed calére senate. And then we went up on the
fourth floor and sent the news and, the latest rexes the wire and the latest legislative news
over the wire.

| can remember the day that Kennedy was shot. We getting ready for our Jefferson-Jackson
Day dinner and we were busily making signs anthalithings that you have to do to get ready
for a dinner and the phone rang. And it was Bilthdavay’s secretary and she said, “John
Kennedy'’s just been shot.” And | said, “Oh come Galleen, | don’t have time for jokes, what
is it?” And she said, “No, it's not a joke. Keny&lbeen shot.” And we just, everybody just fell
apart at that point. | often think of where | vea®wl what | was doing at the time he was shot.

MR: What was Ed Schlick like to work with, and asesson?

AM: He’s not very good at giving orders, you knowiljig you what to do. You sort of have to
work on your own initiative. And | can remembee, lilas quite a temper, he doesn’t get angry
very often, but if he does it's sort of like MuskMuskie had a bit of a temper, too. But Ed was
easy to work with. We worked day and night it sedrfor the party. And | remember one day
somebody resigned. We had all these lists of thetyochairmen, and the town chairmen, the
county chairmen, the state committee, and all thstsethat we had to keep up to date. And so,
and we sent out newsletters and mailings to themd. e had a beaten up old address machine
with the metal plates that, when you cut the platéanged, and you could hear it all over
Lewiston. And there was this gentleman by the naht&utram Brooks who, I think he resigned
or maybe he died, but for some reason or otheragett eliminate him from all the lists. And it
seemed as if he was in on everything, and so wedalkiminate him from all the lists. And one
day, he got out some sort of a publication and wieeproofread it, there was Butram Brooks’
name. And he said, “Can’t we ever get rid of thesldamn Butram Brooks?” And he tossed the
paper and he had to do it over again, take Butremol&’ name out of it. And before the days of
computers it wasn’t as easy to correct somethingyu made a mistake it wasn'’t as easy to
correct it as it is now. But we worked well togetland just. And then as | say we started a



business and left the party, and left, and staatpdblic relations business. | guess that'’s all |
can say about how, | still have an association ®idhas Don probably told you that too, so.

MR: And who were some of the other people that yotkea with regularly while you were in
the office of the Democratic Party?

AM: Severin Beliveau, Jack O’Brien, Jadine O’Briean@ Childs and Jean [Childs], and
Emilien Levesque. | was Emilien Levesque’s secyefiar a while. And, it's hard to remember
who was around at that time. Oh, Brooks Brown Brepks was a Republican but we, back
then in the legislature, there were Democrats agplBlicans when the session, when the
legislature was in session. When a session was thay were not, they were not Democrats or
Republicans, we all palled around together. Tiexe Kurt Payson and Brooks Brown and Pete
Danborn, and Dave Benson. And, I'm trying to go dawough and think, oh, Dick Broderick
from, at the time that | was there for, there wasdxecutive council, that was before they
abolished the executive council. And, oh, Bob Hdlskas president of the senate. | can’t think
of the different ones that-.

MR: That's okay. Of that list, who were the peoplattyou really worked, or got the closest to
working with over the years?

AM: Oh, well, Emilien Levesque; | was his secretémyd Dana, | was his secretary. The
others | sort of just knew on a social basis feerdfiours. It was a lot of us that palled around
together, and | just can’t remember the names.

MR: What was it like to work in Dana’s office, Danaitds’ office?

AM: You had to be able to concentrate pretty muctl,yau had to be able to find your way
through the smoke. It was just sort of a littteyas when he was the minority lea-, floor leader,
it wasn’t when he was clerk of the house. Andust had a little cubicle of an office here, a
long narrow office, and as I, and it was sort béyt didn’t have the rooms that they do now for
the, retiring rooms | guess they call them. Theyehane for the women and one for the men
where they go, they don’t go in the offices likeytused to. But at that time, the only place that
they got together was to chitchat and discuss itteedmd that sort of thing, was in the
Democratic offices. And we were not given a lospéce either; we were not very popular.
And so they, there was always a lot of legislagaiteng in there talking. And | just had to be
able to concentrate in order to get my work doreeraake believe they weren't there so | could
ignore them. And at that time they could smoktha State House and so they, they would all
come in there and sit and smoke. But as for wgrkiith Dana, you just, you just could not
have a better person to work for than Dana. Heedhtine work done, but he was very good
about it. Did you ever know Dana?

MR: Oh, no, not Dana, no.
AM: He died just a couple months ago. He ran foegoor. He and Bud Reed and Ken Curtis

ran for governor at the same time, and Ken gohthmination. And Dana was, Dana and Jane
and Ed and | were very friendly, and Jadine ané @iBrien. And we went, the night of the



election we went down to be with Dana and his gréup we called at the house first and his
youngest son, Billy, was there. And we got, Ed werthe door, we both went to the door, and
Billy came to the door. And we said, “Where is ydad?” And he said, “He’s behind, that’s
where he is.” And then we said, “No, no, wherka®” Well they’d gone to such and such a
place to listen to the returns. And so the neyt@ana said, “| don’t understand why | didn’t
win. Everybody | see voted for me.”

And then, Ken got the nomination and he becamergove | can’t remember who the
Republican was, Jim Irwin, maybe somebody like.tlt, Bud Reed was very upset about the
whole election. Ken had assured Dana and Budhthatould not. He was secretary of the state,
and he had assured them that he would not stagiaigming until the legislature was over so
that they would all start on the same footing. Bein Ken didn’t; he started. I'm not sure he did
it deliberately, he probably didn’t do it delibezBt, but in his position as secretary of the skete
got a lot more exposure than Bud and Dana didresdent of the senate and secretary of the
house, so, secretary of the senate and clerk dfdhse, and so Ken became the governor.

MR: Okay, actually I'm going to flip the tape rightite.

End of Sde A, Tape One
Sde B, Tape One

AM: ... back, won't you?

MR: Oh, yeah, well if you want to edit the transcaptyway, you can let us know. We’ll be
sending you a copy of the transcript and the tape.

AM: Okay, yeah, because there are so many ‘ers’ardts’ and ‘buts’ that . . .

MR: Oh, that's okay. I'm saying plenty of those m¥isdhis is the second side of the tape of
the interview with Anna McPherson on August 4th99.9 And I'd like to ask you also about, we
were talking about your time with Dana Childs is bifice. And also I'd like to ask you about
your time with Emilien Levesque, working for him asecretary.

AM: It was pretty, it was the same office and it westty much the same situation, that the
Democrats from the house, members of the housetoh&dd no other place to go to discuss
things and they would sit there. And you just h@dBmilien would find some time during,
Emilien and Dana both, would find some time dutiing day when they could dictate any letters
that they wanted written, and they could, or arsgeagch that they’d like me to do. There was
times when the house was in session that they @auneéé out of the house and it would be just
the two of us in the office so that the seriousgsithat needed to be done and, that they wanted
me to actually do, they would talk to me aboutlitan there was nobody else in the office. This
is not very kind, but it was a joke really, becakseilien came from Madawaska and was, spoke
broken English and Emilien was dictating a lettee day when Dana came in. And then after
Emilien went out, Dana said, “What did he majordmken English?” And, Dana had quite a,
quite a, he never meant, he wouldn’t have meantdhae an unkind remark, it was just a flip
remark. There really wasn’t an awful lot of wodkit, it was letters to be written and memaos to



be written to other legislators, and it was juseasy job.
MR: And was that kind of similar to your time in tlegislative research office?

AM: No, that was work. That, sometimes we’d workilunhe or ten o’clock at night because
they have to, like if the, they have to write ubthé bills in the legislative research office. And

if the bill is changed in any way or another... Likesome instances you would use the dash and
delete something out of a thing, and then you’dehtavput in what replaced that that you had
taken out and then everything had to be proofreaidhad to be taken to be printed. And that, in
the legislative office you, from the time you weémtit was legislative research, and from the

time you went in in the morning until your breaknabn, or you had a break about ten o’clock,
and except for breaks and your noon hour, you wbekesry single minute.

It was Sam Slosberg who was in charge of thateflicthe time | worked there. He wasn'’t a
slave driver, it was just the work had to be ddx&d in order to get it done you had, there was
four of us, and in order to get it done you jusd kmwork every minute that you were there.
And then there was one woman, Bernice, who wascesyegood at proofreading. And so one
or the other of us, one of the other three of umyld/proofread with Bernice. Everything had to
be proofread very thoroughly before it went to bated. They, it's, where they make up the
bills that are passed out each day.

MR: And all during this time in the, | guess it waslg ‘60s or mid-'60s, did you have much
direct contact with the house and the senate ae wau on the floor of the house or the senate
for any reasons?

AM: Well, not in, not in connection with the job fitie party. But as | said before, we were
stringers for UPI and so | sat in the legis-, ia House balcony and listened to all the
proceedings. This is when | was, oh, when | waswrile | worked for Dana and Emilien and
Sam Slosberg. | did not have anything direct tovith the house and senate. This was when |
was, Ed and | were working for the party. And, jisstextra money, we worked for UPI and
covered the... | took notes on all the bills and theported it to the UPI, and he took bills on all
the senate bills, he took notes on all the serilise b

So, but to answer your question, we did not haye anl did not have any real direct contact
other than to write letters for any legislator thainted a letter written. And they didn’t do that
much, as much as they do now. Now there are edetltommittees and they have committee
clerks and so the clerks do a lot of that workthar legislators. There’s still a separate secyetar
for the clerk and the speaker, but the rest ofdgislators have committee clerks that they can
turn to to write letters.

MR: And while you were working for UPI and you weretihe house, do you remember
witnessing any debates or any legislators thatdstad, any stories from . . .?

AM: Not really. | don’t remember that there was amglspectacular happened. It was sort of
the mundane day to day process of the legislatdte.| don’t think that, if there was an
important bill or something | don’t, and there pably was some bills that were more important



than others. But a lot of them were like whetheythay twenty-five cents for every porcupine
ear that was brought in, and abolishing the exeewtouncil; that was a big one every year until
if finally got abolished.

MR: And did you get to know any of the legislatorther personally or professionally through
that, though, beyond your witnessing of the debaitethe floor?

AM: Well, Kitty Carswell and | became very friendband, of course | met Severin at, during
the legislative sessions. Severin was in the gtbapl went around in and we were friendly, but
nothing outside of the legislature. And at thatdil lived in a house at the end, at the dead end,
a dead end road, the last house, and there wastldmd that went with it. And we used to
always have a big, couple of big parties. Set bpdminton net, you know, and have, in the barn
we had a big table with a horse race game. Sydladly used to come down to my house, oh,
probably ten, fifteen would come down at a time amdd have sort of cookouts and outings and
things. But I, just anybody and everybody came Waatted to. It wasn'’t, it wasn’t that | had any
close friends other than Dana and Jean and Jackagnditty and Charlie; | think were about

the only ones that | became real friendly with.nBand | stood up for Kitty and Charlie when
they got married.

MR: And did you notice, I'm not sure if this was befdhe time you were in the House, but
maybe Louis Jalbert?

AM: Oh, yes, Louis Jalbert, yes, yes. |, how coulidve forgotten Louis. Oh, he was the bane
of my existence. | remember they were going to ha-was a big chiseler. You've probably
heard a lot about Louis Jalbert from other pedmé¢ you've interviewed. Well, | remember one
day Ed and | were at the Democratic headquartetstavas going to be the Jefferson-Jackson
Day dinner. And Louis liked to be a big entreprerand that sort of thing. And so he wanted
some free tickets to the Democratic, to the J-dafimnd, so that he could pass them out to his
friends, you know, and be a big shot. And so meecato the Democratic headquarters and he
was building up to it and building up to it. And,hean see this in my mind’s eye, he went over
to the file cabinet and he put his elbow on the ¢hbinet and his head on his hand. And he was
building up to asking for the tickets. And | sdio Louis, I’'m not going to give you any free
tickets to the J-J dinner”. And he, “Goddamn yAon McPherson, after all I've done for you?”

| said, “That’s right, Louis, after all you've derior me you're not getting any free tickets.” He
stormed out of the place. But he was quite a guy.

MR: Had he ever actually, well, had he ever actudtige anything for you that you remember?
AM: No, no, no, he was, he was . . .

MR: That was his way, though.

AM: ... he was a member of the, what is it, the tdgue Club or something like that?

MR: Oh yeah, was it one of the snowshoe clubs?



AM: Yeah, he was involved in that and they had a blulse out, you go up Sabattus Street and
then you go take a left and you go out here, aeg tiad a club out there. 1 think it translates to
the Mountain Club doesn't it, or something likettha

MR: Oh yeah, the Montaigne Club, the Montagnard.

AM: Yeah, that's the one. So, they had a clubhouséhere and a swimming pool. And
through Louis’ membership Ed and | could go outehend eat our lunch and go for a swim, but
that was about the only thing Louis ever did for. nBait he was, he was really, he was really a
great guy. | remember he was going up in the éde\ane day and he said, they were talking
about a certain bill, and Louis said, “I was tatkiio the attorney general and that bill is
unconstitutional.” He did not say that the attgrgeneral said it was unconstitutional, he said
he was talking to the attorney general, and tHbwais unconstitutional. And, he had all these
devious little ways of doing that, he never out antlsaid anything that wasn’t true, | don’t
think, but he twisted the facts a lot.

And Ed always says that he told them stories soyrtiares that he really got to believe it
himself. He'd tell these tall tales of, he was ata/éinding a lot of money that nobody knew
about. And he’d study the different bills and figarand he was always coming up with some
hidden money that nobody knew about that they cep&hd for something. Whether it was true
or not, you know, whether it really proved out tttere was that hidden money, I'll never know.
But he was really a great guy. But you had to, gouldn’t trust him as far as you could throw a
dog by the tail.

MR: Well who were some of the, | guess some of tloplgewho were involved in the early
Democratic resurgence in the ‘50s that you gotntm? | know, Frank Coffin you probably had
some dealings with?

AM: Yes, | didn’t know Frank the way | did Dana anddBand Ken. | think those are probably
the main ones that | ever got. Severin was a lhigelin the Democratic Party, and Ed Pert,
you’ve probably interviewed Ed, haven't you?

MR: Yeah, | think, if he hasn’t been already he wél he’s on the list.

AM: He should be.

MR: Dick McMahon, did you know him?

AM: Oh yeah, | knew Dick very well, yeah. Oh, EIB@wen, have you interviewed her?

MR: Oh yeah, yeah, she’s been interviewed.

AM: She could really give you some good informatianlmecause she worked in the office for

a long, long, long time. | see Elsie every onca wihile, she and | went to the, remember when
they had the program, the memorial for him at B&tekege, in Chase Hall?



MR: Oh that was just a couple years ago, yeah.
AM: Yeah, and Elsie and | went to that together.
MR: Did you get to know, I'm trying to think of a cple names, Paul Fullam?

AM: | didn’t know Paul Fullam, | knew of him but | wer met him. | knew that he ran for
congress, didn’'t he?

MR: Yeah, yeah, | think congress or senate.

AM: I'm pretty certain it was congress. | wish | ihwoh, Peter Kyros, | knew him very well.
MR: Was that junior or senior?

AM: Senior, well | knew junior too because he waskgy with his father a lot. And he was
still in, oh, I'm going to say even in high sch@tlthe time that his father was, his father was
executive secretary of the party for a while.

MR: So what was he like, did you get to know him?. .

AM: Peter Kyros [Sr.]?

MR: Yeah.

AM: He was big bag of wind. | remember he came éndtifice one day and he said, he was
smoking a pipe, and he’s very dramatic, and hetelisg us about something and he just would
stride from the desk to the file cabinet and bawt f@rth smoking his pipe. And he said, “I have
never been a meek man. | have always been a strang And he’d take a puff on his pipe and
let the smoke encircle his head. And he was endawih his own importance, self-importance,
but I guess he did a good job in congress. | damdw where he is now.

MR: [ think, I'm not sure, | think he might have pedsaway actually, last.

AM: Oh, really?

MR: |think so, I'm not sure.

AM: Tom Delahanty | knew. Maybe | should have hadegort of an inkling of what,
prepared myself a little bit better for this.

MR: What was Tom Delahanty like?
AM: Very, very gentlemanly, nice, very, nice senshwhor, very, very educated, not suave

but, and not really sophisticated, but just vergtgel and a great person, with a good sense of
humor. Carl Cianchette was another one that wasraber of the executive council. Dick



Broderick was another one that | got friendly, twatwere friendly with.
MR: And we mentioned, you said you knew Dick McMatladiittle bit? What was he like?

AM: He was another one that was, had a great seimgemafr and smart as anything. He could,
you know, he could project what the vote was gamge. And, like, on an election night, early
in the evening, he could start to, when certainrig came in from certain areas of the state, and
he could project pretty much what the outcome vweasgyto be by even the earliest returns. And
he was really a big help to Muskie. He was, he,wasBob Hewes was another one that
worked in Muskie’s office; he was an assistanbyHBINute. One day Bob Hewes, no, Maurice,
Maury Williams, you must have heard of Maury Witha. And Maury was, opened the door to
the governor’s office just as an ashtray came hgithrough the air. | don’t know why the
ashtray was hurling through the air, but it wasmsthing went wrong and the ashtray came
hurl-, no. But Maury went there. Maury was finarl@dvisor. And, I'm trying to, the names
come to me as we go along, but I don'’t. ..

(Visitor interruption.)

MR: So how about John Donovan, did you get to knaw #ii all?
AM: Didn’t we just talk about John Donovan?

MR: Oh, no, actually we were talking about Maury Vaiths.

AM: Yeah, but then earlier | said, | mentioned them@aohn Donovan, and he was in congress.
Yes, | did know him. Not, you know, on a basidisat | went to his house or he went to my
house or anything, but | did know him. And felt balkden they announced that he had dropped
dead while he was shaving. He was supposed toagspeech that noon and he just. And the
same thing happened with Maury, he was; well Maumgn’t supposed to give a speech, but he
was going to go to work and he was standing intfodthe mirror and just slumped down and
was gone.

MR: And what about Floyd Harding, did you meet him?

AM: Yes, he was on the exec-, he was on the statenittee, | knew him. He didn’t want us to
have an IBM electric typewriter. And Jay O’BriendsdWell they have to have.” And he
wanted us to buy some other kind of a typewritethe Democratic headquarters, something
that was cheaper. And Jay went to bat becausesiawthne Cadillac of all typewriters.

But, and also they put a motion before the, | thhik was Floyd Harding that said this. And
there was another one, Elmer Violette, and, butvayythey put a motion before the state
committee to give me a raise. | was getting somegthke sixty dollars a week and Ed put in for
me to get a hundred dollars a week. And I thiblyas either Elmer Violette or, it doesn’t seem
quite right, but at any rate one member of the ethee council stood up and said, “No woman is
worth a hundred dollars a week.” And so that tdrtiee eight members of, the sixteen women,
see there’d be, there was somebody from each cofatthat would be sixteen women and



sixteen men on the state committee. Every oneeoivibmen just rose up in support of me
getting a hundred dollars a week. And so they damg salary to a hundred dollars a week.
This is back in ‘63 or ‘64, something like thatutBt was either Floyd or Elmer Violette or
somebody else that was on the executive commhtgestid, “No woman is worth a hundred
dollars a week.”

MR: Did you encounter a lot of things like that, &add prejudice or?

AM: No, no, not really. No, and if you did, theresran equal amount of women on the thing
and they would overpower the men. If some one naameg rose up and made some sort of
remark like that, the women would just mow him tigbwn.

MR: And what about Armand Duquette, did you know him?
AM: | know the name. Cote’, what was Cote’s namet Ding fat guy?
MR: Oh, Al Cote’?

AM: Al Cote’, yeah. He went, Al Cote and Ed and | wenthe, to a snowshoe convention in
Sherbrooke. And Al weighed well over three hundsednds, and it was Ed’s car and he really
broke the seat of Ed’s car on that trip up to Stwerke. When we started out there was the
worst snowstorm of the year, but we went just tiraes, and Al really did a job on the car. Who
did you ask me if  knew? Armand Duquette? Ydalan't remember what, do you know what
he, if he was a legislator, or . . .?

MR: Yeah, he was a legislator, but I'm not even stine pretty sure he was in the house. He
might have also been in the senate later.

AM: | doubt if he ever got in the senate. | did kriam but | can’t picture his face, or | can't, |
know the name, but | can't picture his face or wimatvas, | imagine he was in the house.

MR: How about someone else in the house, Roger Snow?
AM: He was a Republican, big, a big time Republican.

MR: Yeah, and | think he changed to Democrat forreopgeof time, for much of the time he
was in the house.

AM: | think he did change. Yeah, | think he did. IPRerry was also a Republican but
somebody that was very, you know, didn’'t look dawmthe Democrats, and we were very
friendly with Dick. He was a Republican.

MR: Well | guess we’ll talk about your time in thefioé of Muskie when he was governor.
And you said you were first introduced I've forgotf who you were first introduced to the job
as the time?



AM: Pardon?
MR: Who first introduced you to the job in the gowvars office?

AM: Oh, Joan Williams [Arnold] was the one, | hadalyel had worked with Joan Williams. |
can’t think what her married name is, she marribdyawhose parents owned a hardware store
in Waterville. And she was very, she and her hndbeere very friendly with Muskie and Ja-,
with Jane and the governor.

Well, what | did was not one of the top jobs in gwvernor’s office. My daily work was to
answer letters from people who wanted to know winatgovernor’s favorite dish was and how
he liked to have lobsters cooked, and what his pamt was about the American flag and what
his viewpoint was on the death penalty, and wherkkied to go on vacations and. So that was
the sort of thing that I did for him; just answkese, those kind of letters. And I, there was more
or less a form letter; we had all these thingsd Also they’d ask about life in the Blaine House.
And | had form letters that | used as a basisjumitsort of personalized them a little bit and
changed them around a little bit, but the contet to stick to the form letter. But, so it didn’t
look like a form letter | was supposed to put imedittle personal touches. And they’d want to
know, maybe somebody would write in and want tovkmdhat, even what his favorite color was
or something. And then what it was like at theil#aHouse, and.

But then when there was serious typing to be dareegll had to turn to it. Like if he was going
to make a speech, we all had to turn to and hielemember one night he was going to make a
speech, and Mary Dearborn was working in the offoce She was a Republican and had
worked for Paine and several Republican goverr@wshe and we're sitting in our office typing
just as fast as we could type. He would write amething and Marge Hutchinson, his personal
secretary, would bring it out to Marianne and mé ae would type it up. And then, there was
only one copy machine in the whole state compled,iawas a wet copier; in addition to the
fact that there was just one copier, it was a wetar. And so | would take, when we got several
pages done, | would take it. And | had to go owdht state office building, the copier was in
the department of finance and administration, &htidve to go over there and have copies
made and have it punched so it could be ring bdondim to use on the podium. And | think
we, | don’t know why he left it until the last mitey and why he wanted to write it himself, but
he wrote most of his own speeches. Anyway, sodidaver and get those few pages copied and
come back and do some more typing, run over anthgse few pages. And, but when we,
when he left, he had his little book all, two oret@ copies, some for the press. And he had his
little book all ready and he left, and he went spweg down the corridor past our office and he
never even looked our way. And Mary Dearborn wamiis because he didn’t stop in and thank
us for. We stayed until about seven o’clock toigdbne, and she was furious to think he didn’t
stop and thank us. But that was not him. He judn’t know, he couldn’t seem to thank you
for extra things. I'm sure he appreciated them Heujust... | remember Dick McMahon said
one time, “He only remembers the names of peopledte important to him.”

And, but he was very nice to us, and they quiteroftould have us over to the Blaine House for
some, a drink or some hors-d’'ceuvres after workwBenh the time that we got through work and
that we would go home, we’d go over to the Blairmuse. And they had, at that time they used



to have legislative dinners, luncheons. And theybidiothey’d group the counties, if it was a big
county that county might have a day of its own, ihuhe small counties, they’d group them.
And then the legislators and their families, thveives would come and they’d have a luncheon
for them at the Blaine House. And we were alway#ead to go over to the luncheons. We were
supposed to sort of act as hostesses when we wentathe Blaine House for lunch, and |
always liked that. They were very nice to us peadly and it was a very, it was a great, really a
great place to work.

MR: Who were some of the other people on the statfytbu worked closely with? You
mentioned [Marjorie] Marge Hutchinson?

AM: Marge was the head secretary. And then therdhim$larianne Dearborn and Elsie
Bowen, Joan Williams and me.

MR: Was Doris Cyr, | think that was Marge’s sistegrid Cyr?
AM: She wasn'’t there at any time that | was thetge r8ust have come after | got through.
MR: So what was, first of all, what was Marge like?

AM: She was great. She was a beautiful lady, tatl vegal looking. Beautiful lady, hair
always done just so and dressed beautifully, anglefficient and very intelligent. She had
worked for him in his office before, when he wasattorney; before he came in as governor, she
had been his secretary. And she was, and shajwhgs kept things going; there was never any
upheaval, never any. Nobody ever got mad at anybodyf the staff members, the ones that
were there.

| believe that’s the only ones | worked with weoad and Elsie and Marianne. | can’t
remember that there was anyone else on the govestaff while, at any time that | worked on
the staff. And she, once in a while Marianne waygdtl upset about something. Elsie was, she
was a very, very good secretary. And once in aevMidrianne would get upset with Elsie for
some reason or other. And, Elsie wanted sometmdg\arianne wanted something and Elsie
got it. So Marianne said to me, “It’s just that dadhn Elsie Bowen getting her own way again.”
And yet Marge never, she never made a big issiieiieé was any, any little trouble between
two of us, you know. She never made a big issu@bitit she just sort of let it resolve itself and
it always did. That's about the only time | camember anything definite was the time that
Elsie won a point over Marianne and Marianne sdi@, just that goddamn Elsie Bowen getting
her own way again.” We were, we worked togethdt amd liked each other.

MR: And what were, you mentioned that you got to gerdo the Blaine House sometimes.
Did you get to know Muskie, kind of more the peraloside of Muskie there? Was he, what was
he like when you were over therenintelligible phrase)?

AM: Very jovial, just jovial and a very good host.wias just like, just like visiting anybody
else, you know, as if I'd gone to the house nexirddt wasn't considered any great big deal at
all. They’d just have us over there because, ktbecause they appreciated the fact that we all



were loyal and worked hard. And it didn’t happeemwveek or anything, but, and they always
had a Christmas party as | remember it, and ga¥ghustmas presents.

And Floyd Nute was then. Floyd had a big drinkimglgpem, and he was there then, so they
always were a little bit cautious about Floyd. hesas always the feeling that Floyd ought not
to have too much to drink when he was there. Fioldithe story that one time Floyd was
traveling with the governor on some trip and hecoed ham and haddock for breakfast. And the
governor looked at it and said, “Are you going &b #hat or did you just eat it?” He was pretty
witty. He could, and this has probably been toldabgt of people, but he could look at a page
and he had read it. You know, like, if that pageswn front of me and | looked at it, he would,
he could just sight read a whole page at a timeas a very good experience working in the
governor’s office and | liked all the people | mahd | wish | could remember the names of
more of them, but.

MR: Did you get to know Jane at all, Jane Muskie?

AM: Not the way Joan Williams did. Joan became rdakydly with her. And Elsie became
more friendly. | don’t think | worked there consistly enough to, you know, | would work a
few months. And then I'd want to go on a trip omsthing and so I'd not work there for a few
months. And then I'd go back and work a few montAsd so | never got to know her as well as
the others did, but she was very, very nice. $the'tdccome in the office very often, but when
she did she was always very cordial to us and &% she was a good first lady.

MR: | was wondering if you, you mentioned a coupléimks, or at least once, Ed’s temper.
What were some of the encounters you've had wih thas that in connection with you or
observing it with someone else that that came out?

AM: Ed Schlick, or Ed .. .?
MR: Ed Muskie.

AM: That's the only time that | ever witnessed. owrthat he did have, | know only by
hearsay, that he did have a tremendous temper.thamdpeople, the governor would get all
these gifts and, just things coming through thel.rdaid one day he got a dozen golf clubs, and
Maury was a big golfer and Maury hinted and hirttestt he’d like to have the golf cl-, balls, not
clubs. And Maury hinted and hinted that he coule tise and he’d like to have them. And the
governor, there wasn’t, he wasn’t angry with thislabut he just said, “No way. They were sent
to me, buy your own golf balls.” But the only tirtteat | ever, and | didn’t witness the hurling of
the ashtray, it was only talked about. But he nzst the reputation. | never actually witnessed it
myself, but he had the reputation of having quiteraper.

One other time that Ed Schlick displayed temper tliag we were getting out something and |
was typing just as fast as | could type and heawaying the things as fast as he could get them
copied. This was when we were at the headquageds| made a mistake, a typing error. And
because it was late at night and because he wse &l irritable, he made quite an issue of the
fact that | had made a typo. And | really didninty anybody was entitled to an occasional typo.



So when he criticized me for it | said, “Don’t yeuer make a mistake?” And he was walking
away from me down to the other end of the buildiéugd he told me later that he said, “Nope,”
under his breath. And if I had heard him, if heald it loud enough so | heard him, | think |
would have slung something at him at that pointt IBlidn’'t even hear him, so | didn't. |, |
think that’s about the only other time.

And one time somebody used a palette knife, whichvery, he paints, and they used a palette
knife for, to open a can with and it, of coursbent it. And he picked it up and he said, “Who
did this?” And nobody answered. So he kept gomdj\@alking around and around and around
with this here, “I'm goddamn mad about this, I'mdg@amn mad about this.” But it didn’t fix his
palette knife at all. Those are really the ontyes | ever saw him get angry. | know there’s
times he’d been angry, but he never would exptess i

And as | say, | only know Muskie’s, that Muskie hatemper, by reputation. At the time that
he, | guess | said this, about the time that hetweeryeah, | know I told you this, about the time
that he had to report for the senate, there watwiree days between the time that he got
through being governor and had to be sworn inensémate, that | worked for Bob Haskell. |
lived closest to the office and Joan lived in Waitks, and Marge lived in Waterville, and Elsie
lived in (name). And nobody wanted to come up and work. And édivn south Gardiner, which
was ten miles. So | went in the office those thtags and just wrote a few letters for Haskell
and, just the idea that there was somebody inffiezo

MR: Did you also work under Governor Clauson?

AM: Yes, he was really a dear old man. He just wabyr, I'm not sure he was governor
material, but he was a dear man. It seems asig#lying a lot of negative things and | don’t
mean to, but Governor Clauson would come, thedltha little office just outside. The
governor’s office used to be on the third flooitleé State House, and the senate was here, and
there was a corridor, and the governor’s office atathe end of the corridor. And over here,
opposite the, across the corridor from the senatethe executive council room. And then
outside the executive council room was a littleceff that was my office. And behind the door
there was a little stand with a coffee pot andemtind sugar and powdered cream and tea bags
and stuff. And Clauson used to come in and makewrscup of tea or make his own cup, |
think there was instant coffee, and he’d make tis oup of coffee. And, he was just sort of a
Santa Claus type man in my mind.

MR: And did you continue to work through, I think,roect me if I'm wrong, was it Governor
Reed after Clauson?

AM: Reed, yeah. | think | stayed on just a few weadkexr we’d, until he got a permanent staff,
you know, and just.

MR: So those were the four governors you were talkimgut at the beginning of the interview?
Muskie . . .

AM: No, let’s see, there was Muskie and Clauson aaskell, (nintelligible word). There was



just, and Reed for a couple of weeks but | wouldoitsider that | worked for Reed really.
MR: So you didn’t, probably in a couple weeks youndideally get to know him too well, so.
AM: No, but he had been president of the senatéeseas a typical Republican.

MR: What would that be like?

AM: Well, sort of prissy and their nose curled ugtkelbit. | have nothing against

Republicans, like Pete Damborg and Brooks Brown@ud Caison were all Republicans and
they were just regular people. But some of theuRkgans were definitely, the Republicans
were very conservative and sort of prissy, you kn@ut then on the other hand, a lot of them
weren’t. Dick Berry, as Republican as he was rdlfte legislative session was over and he went
out fraternizing with the Democrats. And sociallylikked the Democrats better than he did, but
politically he liked the Republicans.

MR: Okay, | guess just a couple other names, peogildenyou got a chance to work with or
know. George Mitchell do you know at all?

AM: | knew Mitchell in, oh, just like, he would, mighe the guest speaker at the J-J dinner or,
I’m not sure. At the time that | worked for the fyayears ago. | think he would have recognized
my name, you know. But I'm not sure that if you iesay something to George Mitchell about
Ann McPherson, I'm not sure that he would be ablptit a face to the name. And he might
remember the name, but he probably couldn’t regdiscribe me or identify me. And | think if |
were to meet him that he would probably rememberbuewe wouldn't really be buddies and
have anything much to talk about. We’d just stg,good to see you and how are you and that
sort of thing.

But | have great admiration for George Mitchellshgone a long way. He used to, there was a
Jane Callan Kilroy who was, she always wantedrig #ie Star Spangled Banner at the J-J
dinner. And her voice left a lot to be desired, ahd was George Mitchell's aunt. And one time
she, anyway. Ed was telling a story about Janea@#lliroy and her singing the Star Spangled
Banner, and at the table, she was a member ofdteecmmittee too, and at the table it turned
out that she was seated beside Dana. And aftelinher was over Dana said to Ed, “If you ever
seat me next to Jane Callan Kilroy again, you'redi” And so Ed was, they were laughing
about Jane singing the Star Spangled Banner, andwah he telling it to but George Mitchell.
And we all knew, yeah, so he’s telling George,tstato tell George Mitchell about Dana, what
Dana said, and I'm tugging on his coat, you knawthie back, trying to get him to change the
subject. And he got right to the point where he g@isg to say Jane’s name and he just veered
off and put somebody else’s name in there, becaesgouldn’t want to, you know, hurt George
Mitchell's feelings or say something about his atorthim. That was a funny little incident
about George Mitchell that | remember. Do you hang other names that you can think of?

MR: Just a couple, maybe Ken Curtis, who you did mard while ago.

AM: Yeah, he became, we became very friendly with hienand Polly, and used to go to the



Blaine House when Ken was there. And there waslBoss, who was quite a, quite influential
during Curtis’ administration. Jo Gaccetta, Clyhatlett, they were, they didn’t hold any
offices, but they were Democrats and did a lot ofknbehind the scenes. And Jo [Josephine]
Gaccetta was, managed Ken Curtis’ campaign anchead secretary when he was, while he
was governor, she was head secretary. She nosvitiiortland.

MR: And what was Ken Curtis himself like, maybe pesienally or personally as you got to
know him?

AM: Just a great guy, just, fun and witty and faistj you know, just really a great guy. And
Polly was very, you know, just very down to eand they told that one day she, like these
things | don't, | didn’t hear her say it, it's jusbm hearsay, that she, he went home for lunch
and. They were like two kids sort of, and, everutjiothey had the two daughters. And so she, |
guess they might have been having words about $amgetintil she said to him, “Oh, go on over
to the State House and play governor.” They wasegute people.

MR: Okay, I'm going to flip the tape actually.

End of Sde B, Tape One
SdeA, Tape Two

MR: This is the first side of the second tape ofitherview with Anna McPherson on August
4th, 1999 down in Wiscasset, Maine. And could tglme about Governor Longley, you
mentioned off the tape was a personal friend ofyodWhat was he like?

AM: Well, he was a person who was here, there angwliere all at once. And we knew, |
didn’t know him in connection with his being governbut | knew him personally at that point.
And | had the publication relations business artldraoffice on Cony Hill in Augusta. And he
would come into the office at noon. And he, we had,we had anywhere from five to fifteen
people working for us, depending on how our woddlievas. And we’d hire people temporarily
and let them go, we probably had five that stayetha time. And Gov. Longley would come in
and he would say, “What do you want for lunch? W@atou want for lunch? What do you
want?” And somebody would write it down and he’ddéghem go over to Mike’s, which is
across the road, and bring all this food back. Aed sit down and eat with us and he just. . ..

But he was, before he became governor, he wasairgelof survey where different companies
loaned people, loaned some of their top peopl®ta study of state government, and it was
called a cost management survey. And, | got theenafithe one that | worked on for Muskie, |
got that confused with the one that we worked arL@mgley, but I think Longley’s was called a
cost management survey. And as | said, compake8lue Cross\Blue Shield or different
banks would loan their, some of their top peopie of their top persons, to work on this

survey. | think it was a twelve-member team thathad, and they were surveying state
government to try to find places where they cowddould economize and save money for the
state. So Longley hired our firm to sort of faeaie this and attend their meetings and get out
bulletins for them or look up, do research for themwhatever they asked us to do. And then at
the end of this survey they came up with a listeabommendations as to how the state could save



money. And one of the things that they came up wis that no one of the state departments
could hire an outside PR firm, and we had accowiits probably half a dozen state
departments. That meant that one day we were, quitecompany was quite prosperous, and
the next day after this, they made these recomntiengdahat none of the departments could
have an outside, they had in house PR peoplehbutalso contracted with us to do PR for
them. And Longley’s survey said that they couldnie us any more.

So everyone but Dr. Fisher and Ruth Hazelton,ibrarian and Dr. Fisher, the other
departments just cut off our contracts, just emml&dcontracts, but Dr. Fisher and Ruth Hazelton
continued them until they expired. And we alwagd sf laughed tongue in cheek with, about
the fact that Longley was our personal friend butds he who was more or less responsible for
the demise of our business.

And then Ed went to work in Longley’s office, bug,land he was very generous, he did a lot of
things that nobody was aware of. For instancegtihvas a couple of Vietnam families that he
was supporting. But nobody was supposed to, thergepublic was not supposed to know this,
you know, that he had, there were a couple of famih Augusta that he was subsidizing on his
own. And he just did things like that. He waseayvcompassionate person, did a lot for many
people.

As far as his ability or his legacy that he migavé left as governor, he did save the state quite a
lot of money.

But in my own opinion, | felt that it was at thest@f the next governor, that he, if a person got
through, through attrition, he did not fill thatgtion. And he didn’t do very much maintenance
on the buildings and things. So the next governbeiited some things that probably should
have been done during Longley’s administrationtta, so that even though he saved some
money, it had to be spent in the next term. Bdaaas a person, he was very compassionate
and the only thing | could say that would not lztéiring to Governor Longley was that he was
dogged in that if he got down on somebody, he vkasd bulldog hanging on to something; he
would not let go until he had, not punished theot,Had . . .

(Visitor interruption.)

AM: | guess the last thing | had said was that the thimg | could possibly say that’'s not
positive about Governor Longley, was his doggednBsat if he, if he, if for some reason he
didn’t like a person or for some reason took a,tgetidea that they ought not do whatever they
were doing. He was just dogged until he got rithein. | remember Roberta Weil would, he,
she was doing something on a contract basis owsside government. And for some reason he
didn’t like her or didn’t like what she was doirgnd he just shook her until she, like a bulldog
would take some, another dog and just shake theinuantil either she finally left or some
reason. But that was his only unpleasant traitlteaer knew of. As | said, he was very
compassionate and very nice to us and to everythadyworked for us.

MR: And, well this is something we were talking abadittle bit off the tape, but if you want
to talk about how you think the Democratic Partyiaine has changed over the years, and also



the Republican Party for that mattamiftelligible phrase).

AM: Well, I don't truly think that I’'m much of an dutrity on that because I, after | got
through, as, with the party, with Ed being exeaiecretary and me his secretary, | really
haven't had an awful lot to do. But | think badlig@ach one has become more serious and
there’s not the frivolity in the State House thHatre was at one time during the sessions. They
just, they just sort of keep their noses to thadgione and try to get their work done and leave.
And I, I'm not that political any more. | don’tably think | was a true politician. It was more
that they were jobs that | had and | liked the jabd | could do them. And at the time | was
doing them | §ic]. | am still a Democrat but | don’t attend funetgand take much part in them
any more. Like a lot of people have sort of drappat, the people of my generation that | knew
when we were in the, when | was in the legislaturd they were too. We've just sort of taken a
back seat and other people have taken over. Aagdn’'t kept up with the times. | think if you
interviewed Ed, when you interviewed him, if thaegtion was asked of him that he could give
you a definitive answer as to what the changesatee party. And the only one | can come up
with is that they’'ve become more serious and jestlgeir work done and go home.

MR: Okay, well | guess just a final question abouatwou think Ed Muskie’s legacy was for
the state and state politics?

AM: He just, | don’t know how to express it, but Veahe utmost praise in my mind if | did
know how to express it. That he was the, he jusien the Democratic Party around and he
made the Democratic party. He’s just somebodyMaihe can be very proud of. He gave us, |
don’t know how to, | guess I just can’'t answeraty intelligently other than that he was great
and he did leave a great legacy. To name spehifigs, to witness the fact that, like the federal
building in Augusta is named for him and you peapie doing this project at Bates, and | think
that speaks for itself. That he was one of thetgetgeople Maine has had up to, in my opinion.

MR: Okay, well is there anything else that you'd liketalk about that we’ve maybe haven’t
gone over or missed?

AM: No, I really can’t think of anything. | think vwee gone a little bit far afield at times, but.
MR: Well, it's been great though, so thanks a lotykmur time.

AM: I've really enjoyed doing it and | wanted to doAnd | just never could get it together to
get a time, you know. And it was way last springewh first started talking with Andrea and |
asked the head honcho here at the school if italaght to meet here. And the reason | wanted
to meet here is that | have a funny little old faglked house that’s not, it's not kept very, my
housework is not always kept up to date at thistpdind so | thought if | meet here | won'’t be
embarrassed.

MR: Well, it's been great, though. Thanks.

AM: Okay, I've enjoyed it.



End of Interview
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