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Senator Edmund S.

MUSKIE

e

(202) 225-5344

Maine
FORRELB:ASE
MUSKIE URGES RENEWED COMMITMENT TO HEAD START, OTHER ORO PROGRAMS NOV 1 g W70

3
'

Calling for a "renewed cormitment to improving opportunicies for all Americsms,”
Senator Edound 8. Muskie (D-Maine) today snnounced his co-sponsorship of en mt
vhich would :tncreaae appropriations for the 0ffice of Rconomie Opportunity.

Senstor Muskie said that “programs like Head Start end manpower training u:ndn
have proved successful should be expanded, not cut back.” He also indicated his baua!
that even the :lncrease he supports “is inedequate to fill present needs.

“The Administration requested $339 million for Head Start. But it is cl.m
that to keep the program running at even its present level, a sinirum of $398 milldod
will be needed,” Mr, Muskie said. :

t

(,J "The last segment of aociety to fall victim to the slash of the lmdset-cnuet
should be our children,"” the Senator added. "Head Start is a program that has alm ;

reneved hope to hundreds of thousends -of youngsters ell acrces Americas. :
t

"In my own State of Maine, there are presently 15 Head Start programs helping

over one thousand children, Now is not the time to deny them the benefits of pre-school
developnent., i

: ‘ ¢
"Instexd of dropping children from the grogram, wb ghould be adding childeen.
Instead of cutfing corneys hére, we should be building Head Start into the kind of -
constructive national progrem it ‘hes showun itself cepable of being. 3

"If the appropriations which passed the House of Representatives are not
increased, 26,000 children who are presently enrolled in Hesd Start will have to be
dropped. That would be a tragedy that we simply cannot afford,

“There arq oome 6 million disadventaged children under six years in
America. Yot Head Start enrolls only cne-quarter of a million. We ere helping less then
one in 20 af the children who most wecd ouyr holp.

&

“There can o no excuse for oar not doing @ better job in chis area. %o lgm
- am.mkablep:man,mdvahmmﬂltana‘ofehﬂdmwhombndh!m&@t
Q progran. We ehculd bring the children and the program together,

"Seme say this issue has becomo enmbroiled in politics,” Senator Muskie adgal
"there are same things that must Yo more important than politics. The lives of our
children myst bg more im:ormt than politics."
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