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Biographical Note

Phillip Leroy Merrill was born in Portland, MaineadNovember 19, 1945, and raised in
Cumberland, Maine. He was raised in a fairly deraticfamily and was interested in politics in
high school, attended town meetings, debated, artecjpated in the first youth senate program,
where he shadowed Edmund S. Muskie. He attenddyy Cwollege in Waterville, Maine and
double majored in History and Political Sciencee Wbrked on Gene McCarthy’s and Bobby
Kennedy’s campaigns while in college. After grath@g he attended the University of Maine
School of Law and became a state legislator frontldw, Maine. Merrill was asked to
research the Indian Land claim issue for Muskie1978, Merrill ran against Brennan in the
Democratic primary for governor of Maine. He rarthe Democratic primary for Congress in
1982, but lost to John Kerry. He also ran Joe Baers campaign for Congress in 1994 and
1996. At the time of this interview he lived in glpton, Maine.

Scope and Content Note

Interview includes discussions of: 1969-1972 prexsithl campaign; 1976 senate campaign;
Maine legislature 1974; community history of Cuntaed, Maine; Sinclair Act; Hearst
Foundation Senate Youth Program; fartless beang, 8@ Box voting; Monk’s debate
challenge and Muskie’s counter offer (campaigni¢aktLouis Jalbert from campaign; Maine



Indian Land Claims case; Maine gubernational edectif 1974; Potato Blossom Festival,
Muskie’s on the Vietnam War; Merrill working for Ikeedy in 1968; and anti-Catholic
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Transcript

Andrea L'Hommedieu: This is an interview with Mr. Phil Merrill on de 27th, the year 2000
at his brand new home in Appleton, Maine. Thi&nslrea L’'Hommedieu. I'd just like to start
by asking you to say your full name and spell itus.

Phil Merrill:  Okay, Philip L., Leroy, Merrill, P-H-1-L-I-P, LE-R-O-Y, M-E-R-R-I-L-L.
AL:  And where and when were you born?

PM: | was born in Portland, Maine on November 12845.

AL:  And did you grow up in Portland?

PM: | grew up in Cumberland, small town ten miles]l it was a small farm town when |
grew up there, ten miles out of Portland.

AL:  And what was Cumberland like when you wereangmg up politically, socially,
religiously?

PM: Well, it was kind of a typical small Maine towit was Republican, very Republican. As
a matter of fact when | registered as a Demodnatidwn clerk asked me if my parents knew
what | was doing. It was a farm community whemdwg up there with a very stable population.
We lived on Tuttle Road. My mother was born ia trouse that | grew up in; my grandfather
had a dairy farm there. And, until | was aboutesgewe were the newest family on the street.
So, it was a very established community. Now,dtspletely different; it's a suburban
community, and all the fields have been turned hdoses, and it's a very different place, but it



was a rural town. The high school still had a@gtural course as one of the choices when you
were a boy and went through high school.

Religiously it was a, church, it was a town, towrnltaround a Congregational church, like so
many Maine towns. The center of the town had a&htigngregational church, or big for the
town. | lived kind of two or three miles, threeles from the center of town, and there was a
Methodist church, a little Methodist church dower So it was typical in that sense, the
Congregational church in the middle of town andetidist church and a Baptist church on the
outlying parts; very few Catholics in town. As atter of fact, when we had our high school
graduation, it was traditional then to have a blceaate ceremony, which took place at the
Congregational church. And in those days Catheliesen’t allowed to go into the sanctuary of
other churches, and so a lot of us in our clagfyding Whit who is a friend here today,
decided, well, if the, we had two Catholics in olass, we decided well if they can’'t go we
won’t have it, which caused quite a stir. In tinel e did have it, but there was a very small
Catholic community. Maybe, although | can’t recallybody by name, maybe there were a
couple of Jewish people in town, but it was preda@ntly a Protestant Republican town.

AL:  And what were your parents’ names?
PM: Earl and Vena Merrill.

AL:  And you said your mother was born right theend grew up there. Where did your father
come from?

PM: My father actually lived in several towns arduPortland, but he came from around
Portland as well.

AL: And what did he do?

PM: He did a lot of things in his life. He was alder at the shipyard over in South Portland
during WWII, and after WWII he worked at W. L. Blalk pipe yard for a while, and then he
was a school bus driver and a janitor in Cumbetlanthe school system.

AL:  And did you mention their, what were the, wirey politically active or aware, or?

PM: Yes, they were both very aware. My mother wexry active in local politics. Not active
in partisan political politics, but my mother wasthough | think she might have been registered
as a Republican when | was little, she was actw@dityays a Democrat. She was very much a,
they had a very difficult time during the Depressand were very favorably disposed towards
Roosevelt so. But they weren’t extremely partigad involved in that sense, you know. Like
for example they didn’t, they weren’t so Democrdltiey disliked Eisenhower or anything like
that.

AL:  Now, as you were growing up what do you thyokir parents, what ideals did they
impose on you or that you got from them? Do yankihat your Democratic leanings came
from your upbringing?



PM: Oh, I don’t know. A small ‘d’ democratic, defiely. My mother is a very strong
egalitarian. You know, the people in town that 8f@ught, that in her mind thought they ran the
town, probably in their minds too, she was probalgit. You know, the kind of Republican,
upper middle class or middle class clique thatth@ntown, she was very much against. And, |
mean, I'll give you an example. When | was in hggihool, there was an effort to create
consolidated school districts, which is actuallynsthing that Muskie initiated when he was
governor. And they changed the school funding tdento encourage the small towns to get
together and consolidate so they could have ldriggr schools and bring what they thought
were the benefits of a larger school system. Bszawedominantly, before that in all the places
except the cities there were one room school hahsgpeople went through up to the eighth
grade, and then they went to very, very small lsighools, by and large.

So there was an effort in our town to have Cumberind North Yarmouth and Pownal join
together in a school district. Now, traditionadlly the kids from North Yarmouth came to
Cumberland; they contracted with Cumberland sodfdat’t represent any major change.
Pownal was kind of split; half of them went to Rved and half of them came to Cumberland.
The people who were kind of, the people that myhmioenvisioned as running the town, big
shots, were against the school district becausetimight Pownal was not sufficiently middle
class or sufficiently sophisticated or whatevebéopart of a school district which involved
Cumberland, and so they opposed it, and it failed.

And then my mother, really much on her own initiatipassed a petition to get it on the ballot
again. She felt very strongly that, she thought they had snubbed the people in Pownal, and
the people in Pownal were just as good as the pangumberland. She got it on the ballot
again. It passed in North Yarmouth and Pownat daln’'t have to be voted on again there, but
it had to be voted on again in Cumberland, andgsité on the ballot again. It won this time in
the initial count that was announced the nightefelection by I think ten or fifteen votes. And
over the night the head selectman of Chebeaguedistehich is part of Cumberland, had some
sort of revelation in the middle of the night asdescribed it, figured he might have forgotten
some ballots, went out to his garage, opened updhet box again, and lo and behold, by his
description, you know, found twenty-five more b#dlcall of which were the other way around.
And so they turned the election around, and itdos¢cond time, and they quietly had that
selectman not run again. | mean it was, he wagstembarrassingly overreaching even for
them.

But Pownal never did become part of the Cumbertaddrth Yarmouth school district, and
Pownal is the only single town school administratiistrict in the state. They kind of had to
pass a special law because the idea was to foedewns to get together. Once you got together
you had a better funding formula, and they decidgdt wasn't fair to Pownal, given

everything that happened, to punish them in that wdo Pownal is a single town school district,
and that’s what it's the result of. So those wanel of my mother’s political leanings. And it
was a town meeting town, and all my life when | Wk | used to go to the town meetings all
day on Saturday in April when they met. And thad fan influence on me I think.

AL:  So you were interested in that sort of thing®as your choice to go?



PM: Yeah, oh yes, | was always very interested. in i

AL: Do you have any, well you would have beengafht or nine during Muskie’s first
gubernatorial campaign. Do you have any recobbest?

PM: No, I really don’t. | remember him being gover, you know, and | remember people
talking about it, but other than that | don’t harey recollection of anything political really until
in that way. | mean, | remember Eisenhower angeBtgon running against each other, but just
vaguely. Butin 1958 when Muskie left to run fbetsenate after two two-year terms as
governor, Clinton Clauson, the chiropractor fromt@vaille, ran against Horace Hildreth, who
was a former governor who was from Cumberland. éincburse Clauson beat Hildreth. Back
then the elections were still held in Septembend 8hortly thereafter my friend, Laurie Kineen,
and | were like hitching a ride down Tuttle Roddaurie’s family was Democratic, lived right
next to Hildreth, and Governor Hildreth stopped gage us a ride. And we got in the car, and
Laurie Kineen said, “Well, Doc Clauson really whagpyou, didn’t he Governor Hildreth?”

And that's my really first major memory of a patiil event. That's really when | became kind
of aware of what was going on, so I'd have been, kiow, twelve or thirteen then.

AL: Did you have a sense at all what your pardegsiings were or their impressions of
Senator Muskie?

PM: Oh yeah, | mean, you know, my family was vesnidcratic, and we had dinners
together, and everybody talked about everything,. ySu know, my parents liked, you know,
remember they admired Roosevelt. My mother haglgatitarian bent, so frankly anybody that
beat, you know, the Republicans and, you know, \whed them, she’d have liked, you know
what | mean? It could have been Jesse Venturaphpbyou know, just because she gave him a
... There were a lot of Democrats like that iaitve, you know, up into the seventies. A lot of
people who were Democrats, partly just becausedryt like the people that ran things and
wanted to whoop them if they could. You know,geah but, but, so Senator Muskie was well
liked and highly thought of, Governor Muskie then.

AL:  Now when did you yourself become active initprs?

PM: By the time | got to high school | was veryeirgsted in politics. | can remember in
freshman year in high school we had this debathink | had the debate, | think it was Laurie
Kineen again, but I had to argue for Nixon and ieargued for Kennedy. At that point in time
my own politics weren't firmly settled in my mind.remember, you know, reading Barry
Goldwater’s stuff and being kind of interestedtinBy the time | was a sophomore | think | was
pretty firmly Democratic. And then in 1958, | meamxcuse me, 1963 the Hearst Foundation
sponsored the first senate youth program, natioregram. And two people from each state
went to Washington, and one of those people wkay, were paired up with senators and just
spent kind of a week doing a lot of things, but gpent some time in the senator’s office, and |
spent that time in Senator Muskie’s office. Angoaing lady, | can’t remember her name, from
Aroostook actually spent the week with Margaret$&h&mith. So -



AL:  What was that experience like?

PM: Itwas a lot of fun. | enjoyed it very mucNuskie was very, Muskie was very friendly,
and kind of involved in what we were doing. | mehe was interested in it. And | remember
when | was sitting having lunch with him, we hagtlunch in this big room, and most of the
senators were there, he’d point out the peoplehdhought | should go over and get their
autograph. You know, so he was kind of into, yaow, the fact that | was there, you know, he
wasn’t aloof from it or anything. Most of the timexcept for these public things that we did
with Muskie, you know, you’'d be around the offiaedayou wouldn’t be with him.

But | remember one afternoon | spent in his oficd Dave Stevens, who was then the head of
the Department of Transportation in Maine, was dovaeting with Muskie about that bridge
between Kittery and Portsmouth, the new big brithge then hadn’t been built. And Dave
wanted to characterize certain things that the stat as being part of their share towards the
federal match, and he was anxious to get Senatskidtio agree with him that this would be a
proper characterization. And | remember havingt@f fun watching the conversation as Dave
kept trying to trap Muskie into agreeing with himdaMuskie kept deferring to Dave, you know.
So Muskie would keep saying things, “Well, you wndf that's what you think, Dave, you
know, you've got to do what you think, you knowDave would say things, “Well, you know,
what | really need to know Senator is, you knowyda think?”

“Well, Dave, you know, you've got the judgment dist” | mean it was one of those kinds of
fun conversations, cat and mouse. But we had d geek, you know, we went and saw
Kennedy at the White House and it was, but, sod e@arly Democratic by then.

AL: This would be 19-?

PM: Sixty-three. Yeah, it would have been. | kipeah, it would have been in early ‘63. |
remember a fun thing that happened during that, S&eator Birch [Evan] Bayh [Jr.] had just
been elected, the father of the guy who in politios,. And, he spoke to us and he started out
with a joke, and | can’'t remember exactly the |gath the joke, but the punch line of the joke
is, “Who is Lyndon Johnson?” Who of course he’éibgice president for three years at the
time. Well, | often thought about that, you knavhen Johnson became president about a year
later, | often wondered if Johnson had heard ttoay €and what price Bayh might have paid for
that bit of humor. But it was, so anyway, | weotwh and did that and | was pretty, | was very
involved in politics then, | was treasurer of that8 Association of Student Councils, and then |
was president, and then | was governor of Boy’'$eS&0 | was very involved and very strongly
Democratic.

As a matter of fact when | was governor of Boy’'at8f the governor of Boy’s State gets to make
this inauguration speech. And the governor, GameReed was going to come to the thing, but
a guy who later went on and served in the senateme, oh I'll think of his name in a minute,
from Orono, was one of the counselors at Boy’'seStatd he was a Republican. Curtis, Ted
Curtis. And Ted called the governor’s office aaltithim he shouldn’t come because my
inauguration speech was going to be like blastlhtha Republican policies in the state. So
instead he sent the adjutant general.



AL:  So that was high school.

PM: Yeah.

AL:  And then you went on to Colby?
PM: To Colby, yeah.

AL:  And what did you do there?

PM: Oh, I was involved in, you know, all sorts @dident activities there. | was on the student
council for a while, and | worked on the newspagaat went to school.

AL:  Were there any professors there that hadw@eimée on you in con-?

PM: | dont think so, | mean, | think my ideas weeally pretty formed, you know. There
were some professors that | liked very much. AlNeac, who was kind of involved in kind of
a left handed way in state politics and nationditips, was head of the Government department
when | was there. And | got to know him and likech and he ran for city council when | was
there, and | helped him out in his campaign. Bawr't really think any, you know, ideas were
changed or formed there.

AL:  And what was your major?
PM: Government and History, both.
AL:  Now, after graduating from Colby where did ygf

PM: | taught school up here in Searsport for a.yédad originally intended to go in the
service when | got out of, when | got out of coidgefore | went to law school, but I'd become
very adamantly against the war in Vietham. Andabwt willing to give up my citizenship or go
to jail, and | wasn’t a conscientious objector, bfigured the very least | could do is do
everything | could to avoid being in a situationes | thought | would be doing something that
wasn’t particularly moral. So | taught school foyear, which gave me a deferment for a year.
But while | was teaching school, Nixon ended afed@ents, so they wrote the school and said |
wouldn’t get a deferment for the next year. An@ @h my students, actually, up in Searsport
knew the first sargeant in the National Guard and gotten him into the National Guard, and so
after | taught school for a year, that followingdj,fawent off and served six months active duty
at Fort Leonwood. And then | came back and weltdwoschool.

AL:  And where did you attend law school?
PM:  University of Maine in Portland.

AL:  Now, when do you pick up your Democratic atgiagain?



PM: Well, when | was in college in 1968, | was varyolved in that presidential campaign
because, as | said before, | was very much agiiestar in Vietham. And | was very anxious
that the Democrats would nominate a presidentviloald be against the war, in other words that
we’d get rid of Johnson. So | went down to New Hahire and did some work for Gene
McCarthy though | was never really for Gene McCgrthwanted Bobby Kennedy to run. And
after, after Bobby Kennedy got into the race | vaatlactively for Bobby Kennedy, and | was
involved in students, you know, college studentBiobby Kennedy. | remember right after
Kennedy got into the race, literally like two ddgtter, Gene McCarthy was scheduled to speak
at the University of Maine in Orono, something thatl been set up for a long time. And myself
and another student from Colby made this huge bahaesaid, “Thanks Gene, but now we
need Kennedy.” And we went up to the Universityaine and had that banner, and of course
it got pictures in all the papers because it washibt topic. | mean that’'s why we did it. But it
offended a lot of the people at Maine who wereGene McCarthy and, but that was okay with
us, | mean, you know, we viewed it as politics, ¥oow. So -

AL:  So what did you do for the Kennedy campaign?

PM:  Well, you know, all kinds of stuff that studentsually do, which, | don’t know if it
amounts to much, but you know you send out mailiags you try to organize kids at other
campuses and try to have some effect on what tlegates in the area think. Back then
delegates weren’t selected on the basis of paefgmnce or anything like that, delegates to the
state convention. | went to the state conventidnich was actually a state convention that was
a very difficult one for Muskie, and created a biéitween Muskie and Hathaway that never
completely healed, because Muskie was for HumphBsythis time Johnson had pulled out.
And | think probably even had an inkling from Humei that if it was possible, Humphrey
would give him the nomination for vice president.

And the party establishment all wanted to senthalldelegates to the state convention dedicated
to Muskie as a favorite son, in essence giving Mughe ability to deliver our small votes to
whomever he wanted to. And the Kennedy forcesafse knew that Muskie would deliver to
Humphrey. And so they wanted to get some, they'twdant favorite son, they wanted to get
some of their own. Hathaway actually spoke atcthrevention in favor of letting people do what
they wanted, which was seen by the Muskie forcegasknow, as a traitorous act. Of course
those of us who were working for Bobby Kennedy wesgy much in favor of it and very much

on his side.

| should back up and say that earlier in the yeaslit came to Colby to participate in one of
these forums. The subject was completely Vietndmo things had happened right prior to the,
to his coming. The Army had issued this white papat attempted to summarize everything
that was happening in Vietnam, and the Tet offenbiad just happened. And as it turns out the
Tet offensive really managed to contradict almesirgthing that was in the white paper. And
one of the professors that was there had readakeery, a very quiet person but very studious
and very much against the war, and he’d read tla¢wdnite paper and annotated it. And he, you
know, proceeded to ask Muskie these questionweracalm and deliberate fashion. Well, we
know now, of course, that Muskie had already wmitdetter to Johnson quietly expressing his



concerns about the war in Vietnam, but Muskie wilsopenly trying to support the war.

And it was a very bad scene for Muskie. | meast Bf all he said all sorts of things that got
contradicted, | mean by the white paper. They miigive been right but | mean he’d say things
like, in defending what happened at Tet, he’d 8@asell, you’'ve got to understand, you know,
that North Vietnamese people and the South Vietsameople are really the same people. It's
very difficult to prevent infiltration, you knowlt would be like trying to keep northern Mainers,
you know, how do you separate them?” And thenghiswould quote the Army white paper
that said, you know, “North Viethamese people adéfarent nationality and look very
different,” | mean, trying to make the case, yoownthat there was a rationale for separating
the country. So he was constantly confronted wfitthis, you know, Army foolishness that,
you know, the military position which was not aeledable position and he knew it. And he
finally got so frustrated he just got angry and.léfmean it was not a good moment for him.

So anyway, he was really struggling with the waYietham and it was causing problems for
him, | know, as it was for all Democrats, particiyaVWIl Democrats, you know, who had this
view, you know, that was founded by the people wiim’t support President Roosevelt early
on in WWII and were looked upon as having done smakharm. So anyway, he was working
his way through that. So then came the conventiahdn’t form any, you know, bad opinion of
Muskie, | mean | still felt good when he got nomew although | was very much, | was very
much unimpressed with our choice of Humphrey. &amé had a lot of admiration for what he’d
been, but what he represented at that time wagrdt Wthought we needed. Of course the
convention in ‘68 was a disaster for the Democratst, so | wasn’t anti-Muskie, but | was
certainly not a Muskie person, you know, at thahpo

AL:  So tell me what your next involvement was.

PM:  Well, I went to law school, and Muskie of caairan for president in ‘72 and was the
front runner early on. And of course | supportedskie. He was from Maine, and | liked him, |
admired him. By that time he was squarely outtendide against the war. Of course the
McGovern people were organized basically arounddéa that he hadn’t been against the war
soon enough, and that was kind of the division, koow. It was kind of a repeat, an
unnecessary repeat probably of the battles of t6®be that kind of, | suppose, in some historic
sense needed to be done over because people wsatsfied with the way it came out last time.
So | was for Muskie. | was at law school. We hademocratic caucus. | went to the caucus.
| got elected as a delegate to the state convenf\midl back in those days, still, you didn’t have
to pledge to whom you were for. A lot of peopleetn you know, they might know you, people
didn’t know me, | was new in the district, | hadtumoved to Portland in order to go to law
school.

And it turned out we elected too many people frammrecinct. And when we had the city wide
meeting the next week, they sent us back for anatngcus to do it over again and elect less
people. And at that caucus | hadn’t turned oubady, you know, because | didn’t know they
were going to do this, there was no announcemezadabf time they were going to do it.
People didn’'t know who | was, you know, the peapléhe caucus, and they were trying to get
rid of everybody that they thought might not be adie delegate, so | got unelected. And in



the end it didn’t mean anything because we enddthumg some extra unfilled seats from other
parts of the city, and | ended up going to thec@8vention as a delegate and of course was in
favor of Muskie. But that was my next involvement.

Also in 1972 | was very much involved in helpingay named, who was a classmate of mine in
law school, named Jim Tierney, run for the legigiatup in, up in Durham, Durham and Lisbon.
I kind of ran that campaign for him. And | alselfred a friend of mine, Tom Peterson run for
the legislature out in Windham. And also in ‘7eaMcGovern got nominated, of course that
year Hathaway got nominated to the United Stateatese And so in the fall | worked in the
Hathaway campaign. | did a lot of scheduling arghaizational work for him in Cumberland
County. Angus King was kind of the field directdrthat campaign. So that was my
involvement in ‘72. | also kind of ran the Demad@adeadquarters in Portland in ‘72.

AL:  So you were active all around.
PM: | was very active in ‘7-, by then, yeah.
AL:  So you went to the ‘72 state convention. Winas the feeling there?

PM: Well, it was a little strange. You had all skelnintelligible word) delegates who were
for McGovern. Interestingly enough the ones froontland, a lot of them worked for Model
Cities, and Muskie passed Model Cities, and scethas a, it reflected the division in this
country at the time. | mean, it's hard if you didive through the war in Vietham to have an
idea of how divided the country was, and, by get@mmaand it was, it was very bitter. A lot of
my friends, their fathers literally didn’t speaktteem because they were against the war in
Vietnam or they had long hair. | mean literallgr fears they wouldn’t speak. So it was a very
divisive time and that was reflected in the po#itaf the convention.

The joke used to be that, you know, Penobscot Gouatld take all day to caucus. Penobscot
County was the most bitterly divided because Petailiounty, except for the university area,
was quite conservative Democrats, traditional, \cenyservative Democrats. And then there
was the university community which was, of coursswery liberal and very, very anti-war.
And everything, everything was a fight. If you ksl you wanted to be secretary of county
committee they’d want to know which side of the wau were on and, you know, whether you
were Muskie or McGovern, and then it would be a axaar that, you know, so.

So it was a very, very divisive convention. It wedd at Colby. George Mitchell was floor
managing for Muskie, and George is very effectiug, George is, you know, George is a “win it
all” sort of guy. Which as | say is, | don’t metis to sound like a left handed criticism, it's
not. But | mean, it's a, | think it's the reasdrat when his name comes up to be appointed for
him, all the Republicans in the senate alwaysdblbut how partisan he was as a floor leader. |
don’t think George is partisan in the sense of bkég narrowly, like, you know, like his view

is that Democrats are great and perfect, and, powkl| don’t think he’s partisan in that sense.
But | know from watching him deal in those kindssiifiations that if he’s got the votes and he
can get everything, he’ll get everything. He wagiite you, you know, an ounce to make you
feel like you got an ounce.



So he, he, you know, floor managed for Muskie d&ytand you know, | think he was
determined that, you know, Muskie had been embsechm a lot of places but he wasn’t going
to be embarrassed in Maine, which was a good gaalit left the McGovern people feeling sort
of bruised. Not that | cared too much about thiemean, because frankly | thought the whole
McGovern thing was nonsense. | didn’t think heldauin the presidency, | thought Muskie
could. | thought, you know, trying to split halsetween when people were against the war in
Vietnam War was a foolish indulgence that we cotildfford. It was clear that Nixon didn’t
want Muskie even before all the stuff that camelatgr. So that was good enough reason to
think that Muskie was probably the best candid#ed Muskie, you know, had delivered that
wonderful post, | mean election eve performancEin0, the speech he gave from his house in
Kennebunk. So | was very much in favor of him &mdy much for him, and not that
sympathetic with the McGovern people. But a lothef people | knew because they were
younger people, and because of my involvement iobBdennedy’s campaign, were on the
other side.

AL:  Now, did you have friends that you had metainColby or later at law school at U-Maine
who became sort of lifetime political friends?

PM: Well, there’s a lot of people that -

AL:  There’s sort of a famous group of people yemtwthrough law school with who are very
active now.

PM: That’s right, McKernan was in the class, aneriiéy was in the class, and myself. Steve
Hughes has served in the legislature. Tom Petdrasiserved in the legislature. I'm probably
leaving out a bunch more.

AL: Janet Mills in that group?

PM: Janet Mills was one year behind us. | canttember, but, you know, it was a, it was a, it
was a large group. Ralph Tucker, is that, was meleeted to, you know, major office but -

Another Voice: But he served as commissioner of his town.

PM: That's right, yeah. So it was a, it was a vattive class politically. Oh, Doug Smith was
in the class, and he served in the legislature,chagman of the appropriations committee for a
while. So it was a good group of people. And Gedriest served in the legislature for a few
years, maybe eight. He was in the class. Jamss, @éno you've probably talked to, was in the,
and he was actually, | suppose, my best friendstsitids one of my best friends, was in the
class. He did all that work with me with Hathawhg|ped me when | ran for the senate in ‘74,
and then he went and worked for Muskie in Washingto

AL:  So you ran for the [state] senate in ‘74?

PM: That's right. That was the year that I'd badyrating from law school. And there were



two, in those days there were two senate seatsritaRd. There was the one that represented
the peninsula, then the rest of the city, the nsoiturban area, the Deering High School area.
And that seat had been filled by Joe Brennan foryears. He’'d been county attorney, he took
the seat for two years, and then he ran for goverAad | ran for that seat. I'd never served.
The top vote-getter in Portland in those days ftbenhouse side, and the house ran at large. So
eleven people ran in the whole city and got votesifall over the city, and the top eleven, there
might be twenty-five on the ballot or thirty, thepteleven would get elected. And the top vote
getter was this woman named Jama§e) Kilroy, who was George Mitchell’s aunt, and | ran
against her in ‘74. | wasn’t given much chanceahybody of winning, | mean nobody else
wanted to run against Jane, and other people thadghnning so they had more claim but
didn’t want to run against Jane, figured they caitldeat Jane.

And when | first started going door-to-door, yowln | wondered, | had some doubts because it
seemed like everybody knew Jane, and she’d domeddor people, and she was that kind of
representative, you know, that did a lot of per$éezors for people. But it became clear to me
without me saying anything that a lot of peopledlought that Jane should be thinking about
moving out instead of moving up. And so just byking myself frankly into an attractive
alternative and never saying anything bad abouahdmmeeting everybody individually. | had a
pretty, for those days | had a pretty sophisticaleor-to-door operation. You couldn’t do,
computers really weren’t practical in those daysu’d have to use a bank computer, and, you
know, it was expensive, and you could only geutting the days. And a senate district, you
know, represents about one thirty-third, in thoagsd of the state. So it was a significant
number of people to try to keep organized, thermfdion.

So we got these old cards, you've probably neven seem because they were pretty, pretty
awkward to use. They were just better than nothihigey were cards that had holes all around
the outside. They were numbered. Then you'd laaldle thing that would turn the holes into a
slot and by punching certain holes you could, seaese, program the card. So for example, if
they were home when you went to see them, you npighth fifty, and if they indicated an
interest in education, you might punch sixty. Bentif you put all the cards together and you
took this thing that they had, it looked like a kigtting needle with a handle on it, and you
poked them through that hold and you picked outtrds, the ones that didn’t come out would
be the ones where you'd clipped that hole, you see?he problem is, of course, when you took
all the cards say just for the Democrats in thé&ridisyou'd end up with maybe thirty groupings
that were, you know, small enough so you could vibekneedle, maybe more than that, and a
lot of sorts would require several. For examplest@lphabetize the list you had to do, | can'’t
remember, like sixteen, sixteen of these things, krow, that would eventually get them. But
we could sort them by, you know, whether | saw themncould sort them by the issues they
were interested in, and we could sort them by strei@ch is the way we organized them for
when | went around. So, or we could resort thgvhatbetically.

And so we had a lot of volunteers, so we had aysefphisticated system that was really built
around me going door-to-door, but then all sortaativity around that to remind people that I'd
done it and that I'd talked to them and whatevind so in the end anyway we ended up beating
Jane two to one.



And that was a primary that George Mitchell wonthaiery bad blood from the Brennan people
in Portland. They were very bitter. Jim had hdlpge, and he helped Brennan a little bit. And
the Mitchell people hired him, and he did somedfiebrk for the Mitchell people, which is how
he ended up getting a job with Muskie probablynelan, at least it helped. And the Mitchell
people were, I'm sure the Mitchell people thougktwere a little arrogant, and | thought they
were a little, you know, they, they were in my apm The Republicans nominated Irwin,
who’d lost two times before, and there were likeeéhor four independents running, you know,
so even if you gave some credence to Longley imbstract, you had all these other
independents rattling around there. And so thexewwempletely convinced that he was elected,
all the people that worked for him. | don't knovhat George thought because he didn’t share
his private thoughts with me then. But they wesmpletely convinced he was going to win and
they were basically on, you know, the coronaticadrol remember, you know, going into their
office in downtown Portland, and they’d be sittinghere like arguing about who was going to
have what job, you know. This is in September.

And there was no real election for the state sematihe peninsula, and | was not going to take
anything for granted. Remember that's the yedWafergate, and | just thought it was a year in
which you could not afford to take the voters fourged. And so | wanted to have my own
headquarters. We had some friction between usthedegular Democrats and the Mitchell
people over that. | mean, nothing that came othérpapers or anything, but it was a little
unpleasant. In the end, you know, because my cgmpas new, and local, and whatever, we
had all the volunteers, so in the end the workdgote out at our headquarters because that's
where the people were. But that was the yearRbtdr Kyros [Sr.], who was an incumbent
congressman, was running. And | remember sittang to Peter Kyros at an NAACP dinner
and Peter was saying, “You know, you just,” youwnts funny because Judge Emanualson’s
wife, and | don’t mean to be a sexist, but thates only way she was known by anybody. And
Peter said, “You know, you're making a mistake, ¥oow, running as hard as you are. You're
going to beat that woman, you know, and, you krigs/bad to, you know, like, look like you're
trying to beat her into the ground.” Then | exgebmy concern, and | said, “Gee, | don't think
this is any year to have the voters think that gon’t, you know, really want their vote.”
Because Peter lost to David Emery that year, DBwiéry was a nothing. | mean, Longley was
a little bit of a surprise on election night, bua\id Emery was a shock. | mean Longley you
could kind of see coming, you just kind of figuieel wouldn’t get far enough to do it. But of
course the Republicans in ‘72, you know, followlMgtergate just collapsed, they totally
collapsed. Very reminiscent of what happened witlgus King following John McKernan.

You know, the Democrat sort of held his own, bt Bepublicans just collapsed. So Longley
got elected, and | went off to be in the state semdnen Longley was governor.

AL: This is the end of Side A.

End of Sde A, Tape One
Sde B, Tape One

AL: We are now on Side B of the interview with ¥2hil Merrill.

PM: The election in ‘74 was a shock for a lot obpke. | mean, we elected an independent



governor, this guy Longley, who was a fairly strarmyrd. Kyros had beaten, had been beaten
by Emery, which was a real upset. The Democrats tontrol of the house in Maine for the

first time since 1964. Republicans still contrditbe senate. So it was a pretty, and individually
in a lot of races there were things that, thereeveelot of upsets. You know, there are always a
few but there were a lot. You know, my victorytive primary over Jane would certainly be seen
as one, but there were lots of others. So it viad &f a, a year that kind of shook the body
politic a little bit, and probably saved Muskie chese Muskie was smart enough to see the
defeat of Mitchell as a personal warning signalfimnself, you know, because Mitchell was
very, very closely identified with Muskie. He rlalvas seen by a lot of people as Muskie’s
man, as the establishment man. And you know Muskigd have rationalized and shrugged it
off and said, well, you know, Mitchell just hasgt the nice personality I've got or something.
But he didn’t, you know, and he started taking stemd | think hiring Jim was one of those
steps.

So as a wake up call | think ‘74 was very import@ant the ‘74 election of Longley was very
important for Muskie. And it made a great timenkly to go into the state senate, you know,
because everything was up for grabs. | meangtjislature for the first time ever in anybody’s
memory anyway was divided between the house aratesesamd Maine has joint committees,

you know, of house and senate. So there was aevgiieiggle over, you know, how that was
going to work out. And then there was, you kndwve, $truggle between the speaker and
president and how that was going to settle outd #hen you had this independent governor who
was very, very popular with the people, who verickly was viewed by most legislators as not
too tightly wrapped. So it was, you know, it waisl&vopen. It was a great time to be there.

AL:  Andin ‘76 did you work on Muskie’s campaidrat year?

PM: See what happened was this. In late, in sunof&b there was a lot of speculation
about who would run against Dave Emery. And my @avas very prominently mentioned just
because I, you know, | represented Portland andamampressive victory and was seen as, you
know, part of this young crop of people and et@tdBut there were a lot of people that were
running and, you know, I'd gone to some real effonvin the senate seat and didn't feel like |
ought to serve, you know, that after being in cgg&sen, that | ought to go off and start running,
so | pretty much decided not to do it. And abdatt time Jim told me that Muskie wanted to
meet with me and indicated that the purpose migthht Muskie wanted to ask me to run his
campaign in Maine. So | gave it some thought aadid by the time that | met with him that
if | was, you know, satisfied with what Muskie wedtto do, that I'd do it. And we met at the
Eastland Hotel probably in August of 1975 and pbdpanet for an hour and a half. And the
upshot of it was is that | decided to run his caigpa

There were a lot of issues to get through at theitmg. One of the things that | remember
because | was impressed with the way he handlsgdyibu know. One of the issues was is that |
was being prominently mentioned for Congress, dnoaisly until that was set aside there
would be a problem with me working for Muskie besaeverybody else that would be running
for Congress would be upset by that. So it wassure that Muskie had to figure out a way to
bring up. Well, the way he brought it up was hie,sgou know, “Of course you’ll be running

for the senate again?” And | said, “Yes.” Anddagd, “Well you know, you ought to put out an



announcement, you know, right away so that nob@dy i the race against you.” He said it
slightly more indirectly, but it was, you knowwis very, | thought very adroitly and very
sensitively handled, you know, so as not to, yoovkn He deliberately figured out a way
obviously to do it in a way where he wouldn’t beigg me a directive, you know, but he could
bring it around to, you know, getting this takemecaf in his mind. That was always very, that
was one of the most impressive things about hins, neav intelligently he thought through how
to handle things like that and did it, you knowndthe was very, very good in that way.

So anyway, so from then, | ended up going to Wagbmvery shortly thereafter and spending
some time with the people down there that workediim, and he had quite a crew, and then
started setting up a campaign organization up hemst it was just me and then | hired Ginger,
now Ginger [Jordan] Hillier, to be like girl Fridand, you know, hold the office together
because | spent all my time for the first five nfenjust traveling around the state meeting
people.

| first went around and tried to meet all the pedgpiat were involved with Muskie way back in
the ‘54 campaign and everything because | wantggtoo know those people and have them
get to know me. | figured, you know, at the endhaf campaign I'd need their trust because,
you know, near the end you go back to the peoplesyarted with and try to get a sense of
what’s going on, and | figured that’s probably wiaiskie would do. And sure enough there
was one of those moments near the end of the cgmp&io | did that and then | went around
and started meeting local active Democrats all tveistate. And there was a lot of anger at
Muskie. I'd say more often than not meetings wpi#tople were unpleasant in the sense that, you
know, most of the meeting would be spent with theseple just going over their grievances

with Muskie.

AL:  What sort of things?

PM: Well, | mean, first of all we’ve got to putiit context. Cohen was very, very popular at
this point in time because he’d done the vote agailixon, you know, on the committee. So he
was this young, upcoming star. Muskie had, yowknon for president and failed, but he’'d
gone into a bigger sphere. You know, he’s obvigugbu know, when you get national your
partisanship becomes more obvious to people wheenibe a little more blurred when you're
not that well known. And | think, frankly, therea& an element of truth in it. | think that after
the presidential thing, well, certainly during besa he was running a presidential campaign.
And then after there was a lot of kind of takingiMafor granted and not much tending the local
political garden up here. And that’s why I thifilete was a lot of legitimacy just in people
feeling like they hadn’t been treated as if theyenienportant or whatever. | had all sorts of
people tell me that when they saw him they weragoo blast him and whatever. They never
did, you know, when they met him, they were all@idut it was important that, you know,
somebody running his campaign was a fresh facehad hothing to defend. You know, | didn’t
have to like be defensive about anything that hapgeand | didn’t try to be. And | could give
them a chance to vent, which was an importantgdarte beginning of the catharsis, and make a
judgment over what kind of treatment they needed, know, to get them back. So that was an
important use of my time.



And in that fall period from August to December were very much in a race with Cohen. |
mean, Cohen hadn’t announced but he was up heieediime. It must have been before August
actually. It might have been June, because | rdmeeinwent to the potato blossom festival in
Aroostook, which is in July, and Cohen was theked there was this great little incident where,
you know, everybody knew that these two guys, ougjint that these two guys were running
against each other, and they had this beauty dantdse middle of the potato blossom festival

in the evening in the big gym up there, and womeamwnink stoles in the middle of August to a
gym that's a hundred and twenty degrees. It'seqaithing.

AL: I've been there.

PM: Oh you have. Well, | don’t know, was Dewey DigWtill around when you were there?
Dewey DeWitt used to come in a purple tuxedo.wds a local radio personality. So Cohen
was introduced first because he was the congresatrtae time. And instead of going around
and going up the steps onto the stage, Cohen jummedhe stage, quite athletic little move,
you know, he’d been a basketball player. And utiid to myself, you know, how is Muskie
going to handle this? He isn’t going to jump otite stage. And he’s going to look kind of, you
know, this is, this is, Cohen has done a clevergtho him here. So Muskie got introduced and
Muskie made a big deal out of going up, you knolwgaurse these lights are on him, he goes up,
he gets a chair, puts it in front of the stage, koow, very, you know, overly dramatically,
makes sure that it's all secure and everything,thed slowly steps onto the chair and up onto
the stage. In other words, he turned the wholegthito a joke kind of maybe slightly on
himself, but slightly back on Cohen, too, you knoMvwas brilliant, | thought, it was just
brilliant.

But, so anyway, | spent all this time travelinguard and trying to set up some organization for
Muskie. And early on we decided that one of thegh we had to do was kind of reconnect the
Maine with Muskie, you know, we had to get Muskazk, and the people’s minds back to
Muskie of Maine and not Muskie the national poidit.

AL: How did you do that?

PM: Well, | mean, first of all | argued all the #mwvith the Washington people about the
feelers they wanted to put out for him runninggoesident, you know, there was a lot of interest
in that, and | thought that was just bad news.tufately it never went anywhere, but there was
a lot of flirtation with it. But we did things li& we organized bean suppers all over the state,
which, you know, bean suppers were a traditionahkl#hing. And we had these Muskie bean
suppers, to which we got all the Democrats thatedd find to come. And this is well out, this
is like a year out from the election. And | rem@&niwve designed these little bumper stickers
that looked like a Burnham & Morrill bean can labgdu know, they were red and blue with a
circle in it? In the circle where it says B&M wadEd'’s, and so it said, “| went to Ed’s baked
bean supper,” where it says baked bean. It logkeg much, if you looked at it closely it

looked very much like the bean label. So we gawséd out at the suppers to the people that
went which was an effort to, you know, kind of plubse people in with Muskie again and
Muskie in with Maine. And we had, we designed #dyuthat year which we were going to use
just early on and then we ended up using the wtemepaign, but it was designed as a kind of an



insider button that had, “Ed” written around theside of the button like this. So you could
barely read the Ed, it looked kind of like a designthe outside of the button, and then very
small Muskie and Maine in the middle and it wadlyeagain kind of a, it was designed as to be
kind of an insider’s button, but again to bringrthmside, you know, with him.

We had all sorts of glitz and fun that we did atsh suppers, | remember we had all sorts of
door prizes. We gave away those ‘76 flags, youmkmnaith a circle. And we did those suppers
all over the place and basically brought in allsth@eople and more who, you know, who | had
been going around seeing who were complaining aldoiskie. And Muskie, who could always
bitch and moan about having to go to a politicargyloved them when he got there. You
know, and he was always at his best, and he was, gned he was fun, you know. And his
speeches, you know, maybe sometimes were a btilg, but they were always fun, and people
had a great time. And so they were back togethtbrMuskie again and, you know, in another,
you know, another battle. And so, you know, inrsleoder the party started like getting
involved instead of, you know.

You know it’s, if you really support somebody armliydon’t get asked to help and you’re not
involved, you can sit back there and think, welgk at that damn fool, he’s going to get beaten
by this Cohen guy. But once you get asked to aetpyou’re involved in it, you know, then it's
just the opposite, you know, we’re going to go audl beat that jerk. And so, you know, we
kind of did, we turned that around in a few mordhs that was really the feeling. And, you
know, Muskie edged up in the polls. He went upuliive points over that time. The party was
organized; we started getting some good pressibable state again, less stories with
Democrats bitching about Muskie. And most insingcbf course because Cohen was watching
all this and seeing all the weak points kind ohligdiilled in with Muskie’s efforts.

So the second time that Cohen did a statewide lpislecision poll, he stuck Hathaway in the
poll and saw that Muskie was very problematic. elam, they always characterized it as though
they could win, but it was going to be close andlhand Hathaway appeared very vulnerable
and weak. And Hathaway and Cohen were close,rtiay to work together. Hathaway had
been urging Cohen to run against Muskie becauskdmné want to have to run against him
himself. Some people say Hathaway was like inepdakepression for like a month after Cohen
announced in January that he wasn’t going to r@amnatjMuskie because, you know, he didn’t
announce that he was going to run against Hathawvewas clear what was going to happen. So,
you know, in a sense we ran two campaigns in tipaign, and the first one and the hardest
one was against Cohen, and that was over withdépéginning of January.

Just about the time that Cohen pulled out we’dipghe announcement tour for Muskie. And
again we wanted to be back in Maine and focus eriatt that we were back in Maine so we did
this week long announcement tour following a TV ammcement where we went all over the
state.

And | remember we went up to Aroostook, and it was of those spells in January where it
doesn’t get up any higher than forty degrees beipwn the valley every day. It was really cold
when we were up there. And then we flew from Atook, we. Well, while we were in
Aroostook we stayed, we stayed at Rock’s Motelldattiog Stand in Fort Fairfield. And the



guy came up, there wasn'’t any phone in the roont tlze guy came up from the hotdog stand
and said that Muskie had a call. Muskie had alreghe to bed, so | thought, oh Jesus, it's

probably one of these jerks in Washington callipgatell him nothing, so I'd better make, find
out before | wake him up. So | went down and isWéansfield calling up, the majority leader.

AL: Mike Mansfield?

PM: Yeah, so | went back up and got him. He wentrdand Mansfield had called him to ask
him to give the answer to the state of the uniaesp.

So anyway, then we flew down to Campobello, whithaurse was kind of his pride and joy,
and we stayed there for a night. It was a wondiérhe. He showed me all around the cottages
even though they were closed up. We opened, yow khe (nintelligible word) opened them

up and went in. Then we had a nice dinner ovéteaPrince cottage and the woman who
worked there was the cook, actually had workedHerRoosevelts. And a guy named Red Pike,
who was a botanist and a friend of the Roosevaitts,his brother Sumner Pike served in the
Roosevelt administration, came over and we hadedimith Red Pike.

So that was a very memorable night, and that wairst night of the first episode of the
Franklin and Eleanor series, which was on TV andvatched it. Kind of a memorable

evening. And then we went, from there we went s&fcom Campobello in a boat over to
Eastport and picked up the tour again and wentratoBut that was, that was like a victory lap
in a sense because, you know, Cohen had pulled@uitnean although we expected somebody
to run there was nobody, there was nobody in e €xcept maybe Ed Muskie who was
comparable as a political figure at that time th 8ohen, so it was a nice thing to have over.

AL:  Did Muskie seem much more relaxed at CampoBellvas there a difference?

PM:  Oh, you know, Muskie at Campobello was likesaspn at his favorite place that he'd
built. You know, | don’t know if you ever heardetistory that Muskie told about how
Campobello came about, but his story, and I'm gigdrue, is that in 1961 or ‘2 John Kennedy
was going to come up to Maine, land at Brunswial ga fishing. And he wanted to do a news
release in Maine, for Maine, when he got off thengl, and he called up Muskie and asked what
he could do. And Muskie said he’d think aboutntdaet back to him. And Muskie remembered
that he’d just read in the paper that the Roosdémelse was up for sale and people didn’t know
what was going to happen to it. And so Muskie ssted to the Kennedy White House that they
have the president call for an international par€ampobello, which he did, and as a result of
that, you know, the Campobello Park Commissioncgeated and the Peace Bridge got built.
And, you know, Muskie was always chairman of tr@hmission the time that he was in the
senate. He was either chairman or vice chairmavemt back and forth between us and Canada,
but he was always in that position and was verglved in it. So, you know, he was involved

in all the decisions and had a very, you know, petary feeling about the place.

A funny thing that happened, you know, Red Pikeeawer and he was a lot of fun, but Muskie
had been telling me for months while we were havimgge bean suppers that we ought to have
Red Pike’s fartless beans at the bean supperdieaadsured me that there was such a thing. So



on this occasion, of course, we had Red thereMargkie, you know, asked Red to tell the story
of his discovery of fartless beans.

And the story, which | guess is absolutely trugh&t Red Pike was working on a bean that
would be hardy enough to withstand Maine and Vetmonters but wouldn’t have too much of
a shell around the outside because he thoughtrthiatvould make it a less tasty bean. And he
developed a bean that he thought was pretty gomtjust by coincidence a neighbor got some
of these beans and cooked them up and ate thewmh titWsneighbor had had a colostomy, you
know, had a bag on the side and wasn’t supposedttbeans because of their gaseous effect.
But he had these beans because he loved them $pamdceported to Red Pike that they did
not have this effect. And, which, you know, proegpRed to go try them out on some other
friends and became convinced that they did sedmve less of that effect than other beans.

And about that time he read about a study thatheasy done on the west coast, maybe at
UCLA, | can’t remember for certain, into what cadigeople to have this, to fart, not just with
beans but with anything. And he sent these beanalong with a note about this potential
discovery. And they reported back that in facythwere far less gas producing because it was
the skin of the bean, which is very difficult t@gdst, and consequently because it isn’t totally
digested, causes these other side effects, antiébatise this had this thinner skin that in fact
the bean was less gaseous than others. So antha#ig,the story. But Muskie was much
enamored with this concept and with Red Pike’s rdoation to science. And so we had a great
evening actually just sitting around. It was waorfide

And Red had a lot of stories, you know, becausg dheeen involved on Campobello for a long
time. | remember we met with tiq@uoddy Tide, the newspaper up there in Eastport. And the
guy from theQuoddy Tide brought a newspaper story, a clipping, and gateMuskie, of an
interview, | guess that’s the right word, with Rdesit Roosevelt when he was sailing off the
coast when he was up there one time when he waglpre. And this interview, this story, |
should say, told the story of three local Democwdts got some lobsters and paddled out to
Roosevelt's boat, which was, you know, becalmedai in a fog and he was out there anchored
just on board. And they rowed out, and they gawethe lobsters, according to this story. And
Roosevelt, you know, was joking with them and saidell, you guys seem like pretty smart
fellows and all the papers have been saying tleahéxt thing I'm going to do is this,” | don’t
know, something to do with the banks or whatever;lom going to do this or I'm going to do
that. What do you think my next move is going &b And according to the newspapers story,
one of the fellows says, “Well, you look like a ftyesmart guy, Mr. Roosevelt, so | figure your
next move is going to be for them lobsters.” Sat thas the story that got reported in the
Quoddy Times.

So anyway there was, you know, Muskie kind of biduaut people like, you know, people
sought him out, he was enough of a personage inkgow, a national personage so people, |
mean a lot of things like that happened along thg that were fun.

After that a guy named Bob Monks announced. Hefdagainst Margaret Chase Smith in a
primary and actually was so sure that he was gmingn had changed the Maine ballot through
an initiative referendum process. The old Mainkob&ad a big box at the top and the



candidates were listed in columns by party. Andhoeight Muskie was going to be nominated
in '72, and there was no way he could be electemitlre senate with Muskie at the top of the
ticket in a big box. So he put this initiativeesgndum through which got rid of the big box in
Maine. Of course the irony was he didn’t get naateéxal, and McGovern did instead of Muskie,
and there was no way Hathaway could have possibtyfar presidentgc] [senate] if there’'d
been a big box because Nixon clobbered McGovethisnstate. So it worked just the opposite
than what they expected.

But anyway, Monks announced that he was goingricagainst Muskie. And as it turned out I,
he announced at the State House, Monks did, antld tape of his announcement. And Bob
Monks was a guy who, is a guy, who viewed himsglbaing intellectually superior and more
willing to speak candidly | think, you know, mayti&an other politicians. | think that was his
self image, and so in this tape he kind of questioBocial Security, | mean he, and | don’t think
it would be unfair to characterize it as he raidezlvisage that maybe it was time to get rid of
Social Security. And he said that we needed highergy prices. And this was at a time when
energy prices were very, very high already and [geapre -

AL: This was in the seventies.

PM: Yeah, and this was, you know, in Maine. Peap&poor and drive a lot and have a lot of
heating costs. So | happened to fly down to Wagbimthat night, and | get into Muskie’s

office at about seven-thirty at night. And he wagng there, and it was quite, it wasn’t well lit

it wasn’'t dark, but he only had one light on. Anglent in, and he said, “Hi Phil.” And | said,
“What kind of day are you having?” You know, hgs&ind of a, wasn't, it hadn’t been a great
day. And | said, “Well, I've got something to bugiu up,” and | put the tape on, and | played
the tape, and he listened to it. And when it whewer with, | turned it off, he said, he said,
“You know, Phil, I've based a whole political carem the stupidity of the Maine Republican
party, and by God they haven’t let me down again.”

So we ran against Monks and, you know, he endgalitting on a credible campaign in a lot of
ways and, you know, for a while looked like he ntigh able to take advantage of some of the
unsettledness there was among the Democratic iPamill towns, the conservative kind of
backlash, conservative Democratic backlash thagleynhad taken advantage of at one point in
time. We saw some movement in the numbers in thlzges. But in the end we were able to,
we were able to get that back. We had Pat Cad#ihg for us in that campaign, and he did a
pretty good job. And we caught it, and we weresdbldeal with it. It was a, and it was a good
campaign in the sense that, in the sense that yew K you did everything right you ought to
win and you had a better candidate.

We had a business over the debates as you alwaybaloyou have a well known encumbent
versus a challenger and Monks wanted to have, wdatbave a lot of debates, and he wanted
them to be wide open. And so | met with, | wasrikgotiator for the Muskie people in the
debates, and of course we wanted them to be biggicaeks conferences, we wanted them to be
non-events because we didn’'t want to give Monksapportunity to open anything up. Muskie
was ahead and better known. And we pretty muchhgoh to agree to most of our stuff, so
much so that Monks actually changed his negotigtag and sent in this businessman friend of



his, Goldfarb, who he thought could be a toughgotiator for him. And right about that time
Monks put on his first ad, which was, had a bunichemple saying critical things about Muskie.

| didn’t think it was that bad, but, you now, Mussklidn't like it. And, so Muskie, | talked to
Muskie, and Muskie said, he said, “You ought ta@the next meeting and say, ‘Look, let’s
forget all this stuff that we’ve talked about asda what we’re going to talk about in the
debates. Let’s just have a debate in which Moyés,know, defends what the people are saying
in this ad and, you know, and I, you know, defengetf against these charges.” Muskie
always liked to get things around to him beingwhenged person, you know, he dealt pretty
well with that. And he said, you know, “If theymlbgo along with it,” he said, “leave, you

know. Don't say this is it or this is over withg lsaid, “just leave.” So | went to the meeting and
| suggested it. Of course it was right out of fedftd. They didn’t agree to it, so | said, “Wdll,

got to go,” so | left.

And | got back to the office, the meeting was damrExchange Street and our office was up in
Monument Square, | got back to the office and d $aiGinger, | said, “You know, they’re going
to go to the press right away and say that we bofilke/ou know, talks about the debates
because we don’t want any debate.” So | immedjiatebte this letter to this guy Goldfarb
saying that, you know, | was sorry that they wotildgree to, you know, defending what they
were saying in the ad. It seemed to me that éragn was paying a lot of money to make a
charge against somebody that had a long recordikekie, they ought to at least be willing to
go on and publicly defend it. But that if, you kmoon reflection, you know, Monks agreed that
he wasn't willing to do it, in other words if theyere representing him when they refused to
agree, that we ought to get together again andkgow, figure out what they would agree to
debate. In other words, | wanted a letter on doerd that made it clear that we weren’t against
debating. And | had somebody run down the streétdeeliver the letter. But meanwhile they’'d
gone to the press, and so the press called medugagoh “What is this business about you, you
know, refusing to have Muskie debate?” | said, ,"Qhite the contrary,” | said, “you know, let
me shoot over the letter we just sent that kindushmarizes my view of the meeting.” And so
over the weekend we had this long running storyrestv@onks himself was on saying that
Muskie was refusing to debate, and then they camand quoted from the letter that | wrote,
and | was on saying that Monks was, you know, gagihthis money to put ads on and he was
refusing to face Muskie, you know, wasn’t man erot@stand up to Muskie and say it to his
face.

So we, | thought that was a great exchange becgosdnow, if you believed Monks, if you
believed that Muskie wouldn’t debate, which, yowwn for most people isn’t a very debilitating
charge, it's kind of a ‘so what?’ And if you betexd me then Monks was kind of a sorry
sonofabitch, you know, would say bad things abouatebody behind somebody’s back but
wouldn’t say it to his face. Well, in my opiniohat’s something most people can relate to. We
all know people like that, we've all been wrongedhat way. So | thought that was an
exchange that Monks lost. It was really, you kntwggered by Muskie’s idea, you know,
which was to turn this issue around on them.

AL:  What did you think of Muskie? What were yaupressions of him and what? Did you
get a good sense of his personality and -?



PM: Yeah, | don't think, you know, it would not ker to say that we became bosom buddies
or anything, but we became pretty close. And yoovk it was, as he campaigned more and
more | saw him all the time. And you know, eveigit I'd be the guy to go and bring him up to
date with what had gone on in the day, and I'dhgeguy to talk to him about his schedule and
some, | traveled with him some. And so | felt likgot to know him very well.

The criticism that you’d hear of Muskie then anduppose, now if people didn’t selectively
remember was that he tended to be very criticakeople that worked for him. He had a temper,
and he’d get mad, and he’d criticize ideas thapfgebrought up, and he was kind of hard on
people, which was true. On the other hand | neserit as any kind of a problem at all. | mean,
| like to argue too, | didn’t see it as like sesplimean | never saw him like fire somebody
because he didn’t, because they disagreed with Hémwhat if he yelled, you know? | can yell,
you know, | mean | didn’t mind it. It was kind bis way of, you know, working off his energy,
and he liked to argue, he liked arguing with pepjist loved it.

And you know, | used to, we used to argue aboustti®dule. Sometimes I'd argue with him
about it, and then sometimes I'd do what | calledating, which is I'd agree with him. So he’d
say, “Jesus Christ, Phil,” you know, “tomorrow ye&’'got me going to the tannery at seven.

And then you’ve got me going, you know, here aheidirty. I’'m going to have to take, change
my clothes; you know how it stinks at the tannelfpr Christ’'s sake Jesus, doesn’t anybody take
me into consideration, blah, blah,” you know. Asawhen | was in a mood to cheat, I'd say,
“Oh well,” | said, “you know, nobody knows we’re igg over there tomorrow except two
people.” | said, “I can call up and cancel thhatid be no problem.” “Well, no, you know,
they’re expecting me.” “No, nobody’s expecting yamer there. You know, you don’t have to

go over there, if you don't think it's importantnit go over.

Well, you know, I'm down here anyway. I'm .. .You know, you'd always have these things
where if you really, if you were in a mood not faythe game and you just switched it around
on him, and then he’d, you know, because it wasall know, part of his just working through
what he had to do, partly to see if you'd figured what you were doing and partly because,
you know, there’s a lot of frustration to havingeey moment in your life scheduled. And if he
wanted to have an afternoon with a friend or sogtthe had to like schedule with us two
months in advance. And that’'s the way it wastadltime because he was so busy in
Washington. So | was pretty, you know, sympathetth the frustrations that led to it. And
you know, a lot of people were kind of intimidateyglit, and | wasn’'t. Maybe because | really
wasn’t dependent on him for anything, you knowidintt work for him. | mean, | worked for
him in the campaign, and they paid me, but it iamything | sought out. | didn’t have like
anything in mind that, well, I'm going to, you knpWe’s going to make me the head of the
budget committee staff or something, you know, hkest of these people. You know what |
mean? In my own mind | was very glad that he’dedskie to do it, but | figured | was doing
him as much of a favor as he was doing me, so.

And, you know, with the exception of that | founidhito be, and | shouldn’t say the exception to
that, | mean if you want to say it's an exceptiount | found him to be great to work for. As |
said before he was very careful about the way hidersaggestions and told you what to do. He
was deferential, you know, even though | was muamger than him and obviously much less



accomplished politically, he was very careful ®atrme as a, as a peer when he gave directions
and stuff, you know, to do it in a way that wassiderate. He was very intelligent; he was
wonderful to work for from the standpoint of whatuyd learn working with him. And he made
decisions very quickly. Sometimes a decision wdaddo tell you how you ought to go about
getting the decision made. In other words sometiandecision would be, well, you are going to
talk to this one, this one, or this one.

| remember one time | became convinced that wetddreteze Louis Jalbert out in Lewiston
because Louis was a major political problem upgheXnd he told everybody that he'd gotten
Muskie started and bought him his first coat, whics all a mess of crap. He was actually
against Muskie the first time Muskie ran. But adbpeople believed it, and people like
Georgette Berube and stuff, said that they'd onfyp®rt Muskie if he’d stand up on the city hall
steps and denounce Louis Jalbert. | said, you kaome on, you know, here this guy’s running
for president, he’s going to denounce Louis Jatbénnean, you know, you'd make Louis into
something more than he is. But | mean that wagkitekof the mood, so | figured the best
approach with Louis was just ignore him. You knowt to answer his calls, you know, to have
Muskie answer his calls, not to have Muskie see kioa know. He could go to events but, you
know, just have Muskie ignore him because that @ael obvious.

Well, Jesus, | got, you know, people in Washingtdold Charlie Micoleau that’'s what we were
going to do, that got him wicked nervous. And scshid, “Well, you got to write a memo to
Muskie, you know, outlining why you think that.”0o$ wrote this memo about, probably about
four pages long, and | picked him up one day, aned driving him, and | asked him to read it.
He sat there, he read it obviously very carefuibnf beginning to end, put the memo down, and
he said, “That’s not the sort of stuff | usuallyt gevolved in, is it, Phil?” | said, “No.” He i
“Okay.” So | read that as a clear signal to gosah&nd freeze Louis out, and it would a decision
that | made. So if he ever wanted to tell Louiwais me and not him, then he could. So that’s, |
found him to be a real joy to work with that wapuknow? As | say there was not a lot of
time, | mean he made deliberate decisions but lertieem intelligently and quickly. And

when it was your decision he clearly let you kndéwvas, so | found him to be very enjoyable
to work for.

AL:  And what happened, the end of that story afit dalbert?

PM: Oh, we froze him out. You know, basically t@npaign had nothing to do with Louis.
He’d call me up and swear and yell and, you knay, $The goddamn Pollack,” this and that.
But you see Louis couldn’t afford to have the brebe very public. The breach could be public
to the point that he’d go around and complain thaiti know, Muskie hadn’t called him enough.
But see, Louis could never go and say that Musiig totally ignoring him. It was too much of
a, too much of a shattering of the myth. So irétaauis would go around and say, “Well,
Muskie called him two weeks ago and Dick told hihg sonofabitch, that he was doing this
wrong and that wrong.” You know, | mean that wolg but that was okay. As long as Louis
wasn’t saying that he was in good with Muskie waldaleal with Lewiston. So, you know, it
came out fine. | mean Louis didn’t have anythiogl¢liver at that point in time, and he didn’t
have any choice about where to go, you know wihagdn? We handled, there was no real,
there was no contest there because Lewiston waprabdbly still is the soft underbelly of the



Democratic Party in Maine. It's where Cohen cutdrbeat Elmer Violette; it's where Longley
beat Mitchell. You know, Lewiston was a problerattive had to deal with from the beginning.
They had a mayor that was, you know, very muchQuwben and anti-Muskie, this lady mayor.
So, you know, Lewiston required a lot of attentiand one of the things we had to do was to
freeze Louis out. And Louis was, Louis was a peabl He was kind of a colorful fellow but he
was basically a problem, so that's what we didwvdtked fine.

AL:  Did you have any contacts with Muskie aftex Th6 campaign?

PM: Yes, at the end of the campaign Muskie askedf mgould look into the Indian land
claims claim that was being made against the btafieom Tureen and write a memo for him.
And so | went around the state and met with sewdrtide principles involved in the case, and |
studied the state’s position, and | studied Tonme€ars position. And | wrote this memo to
Muskie saying that it was a case that had to likedethat there was no way we could get rid of
the case with early motions, so it was a casewtbatd be litigated. And even if the state
ultimately won, and | thought that was far fromeatainty, that we were in for seven or ten years
of a bigger and bigger cloud over the title of ldwed over half of the state. And that given the
fact that the whole thing came about is becausefefleral law that had never been enforced nor
repealed, that the federal government had an dldigéo at least take the lead in settling it.

And | met with Muskie about the memo, and, you knberdidn'’t just accept what I'd written.

He was pretty, you know, he went through his usuétal analysis, you know, of questioning
me.

And it was sort of a hard thing to believe on theef of it, you know, that you could have a claim
that was two hundred years old that would be exiedusomehow. Because of course we have
lots of principles in the law the purpose of whisho prevent this from happening, this sort of
mischief where somebody comes back two hundredsytatar and says they made a claim. |
mean, it's a doctrine of adverse possession, aré’'tha doctrine at the law of equity called
latches, both of which mean that if you sit ontiiglt for a certain period of time, you give it up.
Well, the problem was is that the federal law t@tpassed with Knox’s initiative specifically
said that the Indians’ claim could not be set afadeny doctrines in law or in equity. So all the
traditional things in the law that protect us frdms result, which seems an unjust result, no
matter what justice would have been two hundredsyago it's unjust now, were removed from
the courts as a means of dealing with this mafféie state had already conceded that the
Indians were a tribe, which was an issue that wghtrhave had some chance in litigation on, a
tribe within the meaning of the law. So we werallsein a pickle.

Now Brennan was governor at the time, | mean agpgeneral at the time, and was, you know,
riding this issue to the governorship. And so fas yust, you know, adamant that we’re not
going to settle this case, we’re going to litigateAnd he was really, | thought, you know, not
doing anything to help the situation and was exzstarg a situation that was, in some aspects
was getting ugly. But in any case Muskie becamwiceed, either because of my memo or
other things, that that was the right course andagead eventually to convince Carter to offer up
a settlement proposal. The first proposal thateCaffered left out all the paper company land,
and so it was adamantly opposed by the paper caegand by Brennan and by Cohen.



And an interesting thing happens at this pointnretbecause I'm getting ready to run for
governor at this point in time, and Carter was gdmcome to visit Maine as president. He was
going to come to Bangor. And | became convinced, know, all this criticism of Carter was

out in the paper over this Indian lands claim thafiggenerated by the paper companies and their
friends. And | thought it was pretty unfair to @ar | didn’t think we should endorse the
proposal that he made. | thought that was badigmlbut | thought that we ought to at least,

you know, compliment Carter on recognizing thatférgeral government did have principal
responsibility for settling the case, that that mbhe should get thanks for.

AL:  I'm going to stop you for just a second.

End of Sde B, Tape One
Sde A, Tape Two

AL:  We are now on tape two of the interview with Fhil Merrill.

PM: So anyway, | thought that, that just for goatitirs plus keeping President Carter
committed to working on solving this problem, whicthought was essential to the future of the
state, that Carter shouldn’t come up here justénface of all this unanswered criticism. So |
got in touch with Muskie and with, and with Hathama tell them that | was going to issue a
press release, you know, thanking Carter but stgpghort of endorsing the proposal. And | did
that, and Muskie did it at the same time, and Ha#tyaactually put out a release that endorsed
the proposal, which in the end was a real problenhiim getting reelected. | mean Cohen just
beat the hell out of him with it. Why he did itddn’t know whether it was lack of attention to
detail or maybe it suited his own sense of justieg,| thought it was weird at the time. But
anyway, so | had quite a bit of contact with Muskreund that issue and lots of other things,
you know. And then | ran for governor and ranhia primary against Joe Brennan in '78, and
Muskie was very friendly. You know, he didn’t pidy endorse me or anything, but -

AL:  He was supportive?

PM: He was supportive, and | think he voted for rhemean, I'm sure he did. He wasn’t that
close to Brennan, and Brennan wasn’t that closgénio Brennan was kind of an anti-Muskie
sort of guy, and so, you know, so | was pretty elwshim. And then he became secretary of
state, and | saw him a few times when he was segref state.

AL:  You ran, so you ran against Joe Brennan imptimeary. Were your thoughts or your
political leanings that far away from Joe Brenna@n’s

PM: Well, | guess the answer to that question ssared no. | should go back and say that as
we postured ourselves for the Muskie race | wag, wary much anxious to highlight the things
that Muskie had done, really working with Al Frorfou know who Al From is? Al From is the
head of the Democratic Leadership Council, thatigrtat Clinton was the president of, and
he’s seen as a moderate, you know, guy in the Deatio®arty and, you know, and created the
moderate group in the Democratic Party, that's . Well, in those days, Al From was the
head of one of Muskie’s subcommittees, the goventroperational subcommittee and in that



job he did all sorts of very creative stuff becaA$e a very creative guy. You know, he worked
on the original revenue sharing and then counteliaai aid. And the budget committee, stuff
that created a budget committee, Al From generated Sunset legislation was an Al From
creation. And the speech that Muskie never gatkddNew York liberals, but that got widely
reported because it was released to the presslemegh he couldn’t make it up to the meeting,
in which he asked the question, “What's so libat@ut wasting money?” All of that kind of, |
would say it was repositioning Muskie consisterthwihe Muskie that people in Maine knew
when he was governor and things, you know, becheiseas very, he was always very careful to
be a, you know, a financially prudent liberal.

Well anyway, but all this kind of moved him backadrhat view, and so | was very anxious to
emphasize that with Muskie because it reflectecomg view. My own view was is that

Longley and others had been successful becauséepeaba view that government itself needed
some fixing, and | thought that that view was righind | was suspicious of a lot of government
benefit programs. | mean, | wasn't anti-welfaré bwas, you know, Kennedy had called for
changing the welfare system, Bobby Kennedy had | avas very much of that mind. So in
some ways you could probably view me as more coasee or New Democrat than Brennan.
But on a lot of other issues like labor issues iaades like this Indian lands claims case, which |
viewed as a, among other things | thought thatgoayrel with Brennan was that he was

literally race-baiting in the race. You know, goito places and saying that it was great to be in
part of the Maine the Indians weren’t trying todadway or, you know, which was a standard
opening that he gave when he was outside of theAnd there was a lot of anger, and there was
a lot of, there was a lot, it was getting a litiigly.

| mean, it hadn’t gotten to the point of gettinglragly, but | remember | had a coffee down in
Bucksport, and somebody made a statement aboutheimdians ought to all be sent back to
the reservation or something. | don’t know whatats, but it was an anti-Indian remark. Well it
turned out that one of the guys there, the womanhé was with was an Indian. She wasn’t
obviously Indian, | mean, but she was, and therg pvactically a fight. That's pretty unusual in
Maine politics to have like a fight at a coffeesmmebody’s house, but | mean there was really a
situation where people had to physically separatple. And it was getting ugly.

And, so, you know, | was very, very, first of dlthought Brennan’s position was bad law, and |
thought that he was irresponsibly exploiting its very difficult to deal with that issue

politically. | didn’t feel I, if | had been smartd felt like, by the end of the campaign | figdre
out how to deal with it, but early on in the cangpal indicated that | thought the best settlement
was to, the best result was to have the federamovent settle it early on, which Brennan took
exception to. But of course in the end, of couvdeat happened was once the federal
government offered up a settlement that took chtieeopaper company lands, then Brennan and
Cohen endorsed it like than@ps fingers). All these people that were arguing philosoplhca
against a settlement, suddenly when the big guys teé&en care of, collapsed like a cheap car
or moment in cynicism in my opinion. But anywag,some of those issues. Politically the race
divided, although | was much less known than Brenaad, you know, that really was, | think,
probably the biggest factor. But politically itddkind of divide, you know, the principal people
supporting me were the old Muskie wing in the paatyd the principal people supporting
Brennan were the, was the other wing of the party.



And the party was always more divided than it appgé&®ecause Muskie essentially organized
the Democratic Party from without. Muskie, you tndMuskie’s campaign didn’t originate in
the core of the Democratic constituency in Maired tiways elected people to the legislature,
you know, the Lewistons and the Biddefords. Anmsthpeople didn’t really want Muskie,
didn’t view him as one of theirs and probably hadravestment in losing, you know. And so
Muskie, you know, made a deliberate effort throughus early political career to keep some
separation from them so he could be viewed as $ongetlifferent because he knew that was a
formula for losing, if you were just a, you know, @thnic politician from Lewiston you couldn’t
win in Maine. Muskie never hid the fact that hesvi®olish or Catholic, but neither did he, did
he, tell anybody. | mean | think most people wargrised when they woke up and they had
elected a Catholic governor because Maine wasypsttingly anti-Catholic. | can remember in
1960 when Kennedy was elected my grandfather gittirthe Thanksgiving table, Kennedy had
already been elected, saying he couldn’t be presitte wouldn’t be sworn in. It was
unconstitutional, a Catholic to be president. ¥aow, Maine was, the Ku Klux Klan was big
in Maine, just anti-Catholic. We didn’t have angdks to be against.

So Muskie was never close to that wing of the pantyl from time to time they’d get out of line,
you know. They nominated, they nominated, in tharythat Dubord was the Muskie candidate
for governor, which was around 1962 | guess, y&ih they nominated Dolloff, the other wing

of the party, as kind of way of telling Muskie hasm’t in charge, and Dolloff was head of the
grange. | guess he was a nice fellow, but evepdiople that were instrumental in nominating
him, once he got nominated said they had to turnrad and figure out how to beat him. So, |
mean there was always a little division, and thaer you know, among other things represented
that division between Brennan and |I.

AL:  So do you think there’s still that division?

PM: Well, there is still, there is- it's differenbw, but there is still the traditional ethnic
Democratic vote, which in primaries can be veryaddnt than the rest of the vote. You know,
Brennan became very popular with that constituealways was very faithful to that
constituency, and can win a primary any time hetsvémin Maine because he dominates that
constituency so much. So there is still thatoifiyant to call it division, you know, there’s ktil
that factor in Maine politics. And then you hatie wwhole rest of the Democratic Party, which
are people who are basically Democrats becausestigport, you know not so much because of
ethnic background but because of whatever. Thesgread out all over the rest of Maine. So
it's still here. | mean it’s not, it's very seldooeen debilitating, you know what | mean? It's
not, it's nothing like some of the other, you kndhings that the Democratic Party has had to
get over in order to be successful but it's there.

AL: | know we need to wrap it up for today. lerdanything that | haven't asked you that
we haven'’t talked about that you feel it is impatteo mention? Stories, a particular story about
Ed Muskie that illustrates his personality or apeas of your relationship with him?

PM: | don’t know. There was a fun point in the gaign, | don’t know if it illustrates
anything about him, but | mean it's one of the o#ssthat | thought that he was a good fellow to



work for. There was a point in the campaign wh#ob Monks had announced that he was
buying some half an hour slots to do TV. And afitsg when Muskie first got started Muskie
was like one of the first politicians in Maine teauTV. And the way they used TV back in those
days is like buy an hour, and they’d go and béégtudio for a whole hour, and they’'d, you
know, first Ed would talk and then Fred would talkd then, you know, because people would
watch anything on TV back then, you’'d watch theesartest pattern, so it was successful. And
there came a time in the campaign when people @@reerned, you know, Monks had some
momentum, and he was buying a lot of televisiorabbee he had a lot of money. They became
concerned, and they wanted us to buy half an Hots sf our own. And all of these old
supporters of his, you know, that remembered wieyt tid in the old days and thought that the
answer to all of this was to have Ed go on, yowkrend be on TV for an hour or half an hour
and just, you know, tell people how things wera] #rat was going to be how he’d win the
campaign. And, you know, | was pretty convincddng with the other people in the campaign,
that there was no need to do that, it wasn’t gtanige successful, and, you know, it was just that
day had gone, that was good politics. But the tlaat Monks was doing it and that, you know,
that he’d gotten some increased recognition andythiag made everybody nervous.

So we had a big meeting up in Lewiston right betbeeJefferson-Jackson banquet, and all these
people are in a room, and Muskie asked each osgeiak. So we went around the room, and all
these old guys who I'd gotten to know, all of wholiked and all, you know, said, “Ed, he’s
coming. | have people talking Monks up there, he@ going to be on TV for half an hour, and
you’ve got to go right on there like you did in #9%nd you got to tell people where the bear
shits in the buckwheat. And then when you got thken care of, this election will be over with,
pussyfooting around.” So they went all aroundttide, and all these guys did that, you know.
And then Muskie asked me what | thought, and I,s&du know, that, you know, that we’'d

been concerned a little about the movement, butibement was over and that we had good
ads up and that they said what we wanted to saytemidhe half an hour format wasn’t going to
work and it wasn’t going to work for him and he wagoing to get any viewership. And there
was no reason that we should vary from what weeghipéd to do; we should stick on course.”

And so after | spoke Muskie said, “Well,” he sdighu know back in 1954 | had to count on you
guys, you know, and you were out there doing thekvaad | just had to count on you,” he said.
“Now this time around you all know because youseen Phil, he’s the one out there doing the
work, and | got to count on him. So that’'s whatregoing to do.” Now he obviously made his
own decision but instead of telling them, “You kndive gotten to a point where I’'m not going
to listen to you old friends any more,” you knowatvh mean? Instead of putting it that way, he
just said, well, you know, he just put it a diffatevay, which is, you know, you got to, you
know, when you hire somebody to do something, ystigot to, you know, you got to listen to
them in the end. And, you know, they all felt fimgout it actually. You know, | expected
maybe a little bitterness, you know, here | was tlaung guy. But | think the fact that I'd met
with them and that they’d had their meeting ang’théad their say. There was no like, you
know, like at the end of the meeting there waswed, God dammit we’re going to lose now.
There was still maybe a little revisiting it duritige evening, somebody would come up, well
now are you sureaufintelligible phrase) Ed. He can go on there, you know.

But then Monks did it and it was absolute disastenean | was little nervous about it just



because | thought that if Monks, | wasn’t nervobeu it from the standpoint of a change in the
campaign, but | was nervous about it from the gtaind if Monks did a really good job that the
whole thing would start up again, you know whatdam. Even if nobody watched it, if five
people watched it and it looked good, you knowt iBwas a disaster. | mean his kid went on
there and said he didn’'t know if he was going ttevior his dad, and it was just, oh, it was just,
it was awful. It was beyond awful. | mean, | gtdrwatching it, and within five minutes into it |
was just, | was just, you know, overjoyed.

So, we had, | guess one other incident that wagftime campaign, is, the history of the
campaign, is that we had an office in Lewiston, eeddiscovered in Lewiston that they were
going through our trash. We discovered it kindbpfaccident, but then we watched, and sure
enough, the Monks people were going through oshtr&5o we had discovered that when
Monks ran against Margaret Chase Smith that hetgbgahis huge contribution from his
secretary, and it was obviously some money thepmélad in from somewhere because she
didn’t have any means of support. We kind of cleelck out, and there was some thought about,
some people thought we ought to use it. And | ma@snclined, and Muskie wasn't inclined to
use it, but it was there. And so when | foundtbely were going through our trash, three days
before the first debate, | put a memo in the tissesfing that, written supposedly, | can't
remember who it was written to but it was a menmal, ia said that in the debate, it purported to
be an outline of our strategy in the debate, thalhé debate Muskie was going to bring this up
against Monks and that at the end of the debafiet in the television studio, Brennan was going
to send somebody in to serve papers on Monks wgiie it was still on TV, that that was our
strategy. And you know, they bought it, they wallenervous about it I know from, you know,
afterwards. And of course it was a complete ctgrgdu know. But that was a fun thing that
we did in that campaign.

But other things about Muskie, | mean, you knoWt&ll you one other fun thing about Muskie
and then we can end. When I first started workamdhim, he had this tradition back then, he
brought his car up in the summer time. And thenclair would go back in the fall, this old, even
then it was like this old Buick | think. And sa@f | went on the campaign somebody asked me
if I'd be willing to drive it down because | wasigg down to Washington anyway, and |
thought that was great. My first wife, Linda, Hadt had our first child, Sam, so we thought,
well, we'll drive down in the car. So we went dotenKennebunk, and he’s loading up the car,
and she’s loading up the car, and of course my anfi | and the baby are going to be in the car
too. It was a big car. Every single thing thahwiato the car they debated about. | mean,
major debates, you know, trade off debates, yomknt@od dammit, if you're going to put that
big God damn plant in the car,” you know, “then Iguing to put my,” you know, whatever it is
in the car. And, you know, every once in a whileew they’d really get desperate, you know,
they’d each pretend to be the advocate for the liaby. “Well, Jesus Christ, where do you
think that poor little baby’s going to be if you'gwing to stick that God damn thing in there?”
The whole, that was kind of, you know, his and Janaationship.

One time we were riding along after some politeatnt, and | was driving the car and Muskie’s
in front with me, and Jane was in the back seatd 2ane said, “After this campaign’s over,”
because he always talked about the fact thatghissilast campaign, she said, “I'm officially
moving my voting address to Kennebunk.” Muskiegs&iVhat in hell do you want to do that



for?” he said, “My voting, you know, my, the coreroy constituency, you know, is in
Waterville.” He says, “Those people down in Kernunagh you know, they aren’t, you know,
supporters of mine, you know. We can't be from Kelounk.” And she said, “Well, | don’t
care,” she said, “Kennebunk’s the place that |, laved it's the place that | care about, and | want
to be able to vote in local things in KennebunlkadAhat's where my friends are; | don’t have
any friends left in Waterville. I'm going to live Kennebunk, and if you don’t move down
there, you know, change your address to theregbimg to change my address to there
anyway.” Muskie said, “You can't, it's against ttaav, right Phil? The wife has to, wife has to
be registered where her husband,” he tried to briagnto it. | said, “Senator, if | was stupid
enough to answer that question, I'd be too stupidet running your campaign.”

AL:  So they said what was on their minds didretyth

PM: Well, they were kind of like the DickersonsutBhere was a lot of affection in their
relationship and everything, they were very cloli&. just that Muskie liked to argue, and she
probably did anyway, but you'd have to anyway. dam the only way to deal with Muskie was
to argue with him because he liked to argue.

There’s this story, and | wasn’t present for alltpbut | had met Muskie one time in a plane
when he was in the State Department, and we eré@dan airport together for a little while,
and it was right after the Russian invasion of Afigistan. And Muskie was taking the position,
and everybody with him was taking the position that Russian invasion of Afghanistan was an
act of aggression beyond just trying to controlgheation in Afghanistan, you know, something
that required some greater response from us. Awakh’t very convinced of my position, but |
was skeptical of that, you know. And | took thesgion | wasn’t sure of that, that | wasn’t sure
Afghanistan was on the Russian flank and that,kraw, that | wasn’t sure that it represented
anything except maybe a wrongful headed policyhair fpart. But | didn’t think that we
necessarily had to respond to it as if it was irst thrust into, a bigger thrust towards our
Mideast interests. And Muskie argued vehementhiresj me, you know, again you know, just
completely, you'd have thought that he thought dgai was the stupidest idea and | was the
stupidest person.

And so | had to leave, | had to go catch a planesosnebody told me afterwards after | got the
plane that they kind of like, kind of reiterated lpiosition again and made, you know, maybe
some slightly disparaging comment about my positiosomething, like maybe, you know, isn’t
it too bad, you know, we got to worry about, yowwn people that, you know, something. To
which Muskie turned on him and said, “Well, you landnis position isn’t completely wrong,”
and then proceeded, you know, to get into an argumigh that guy taking my position
vehemently against, you know, his position. Anattlvas, you know, that was, that was how
Muskie thought things through, you know, it wasndde liked arguing, | mean beyond the fact
that | think it served him, he liked it. So | dothink there was any way Jane could have
survived if she just, you know, sat there like th¥u had to, you know, you had to like, you
know, stand up to him.

When we did the bumper sticker thing, you knowlikan bumper sticker? | didn’t tell him
about it ahead of time. | hadn’t worked for hinryw#ng, and | worried about the Washington



types down there because they were very much. kdow, any time that we referred to him as
anything except Senator Muskie for example, thegtall padithered. And Senator Muskie
wasn’t going to do it in Maine. You know, he hadoe Ed Muskie again or we were in trouble,
you know what | mean? And they’d get all worridmbat that, you know, refer to Senator
Muskie as Ed Muskie. So a lot of the stuff | jegipped, you know, paying attention to. |
figured we had to do it, and if somebody said yao'cdo it anymore, then, you know, I'd take a
hike because, you know, in my view it was clear wwika had to do. He was plenty senatorial,
you know, we didn’t have to worry about that sidét.o We had to worry about, you know, the
people that had thought of him as having some ptgship in him had to feel like they did
again.

So anyway, | just did this bumper sticker thingd &mvas concerned with how Ed might react,
and | was concerned a little bit with how Jane rhiglact. But Jane got a hold of one of these
bumper stickers and she loved them. She came hothsaid, “Geez, you got to give me some
of those so | can give them to my friends down iasington.” So that went over, that was
fine.

But there was always, you know, some tension betwbere is always in the best of campaigns
between Washington and the local place. And MuB&gtall these people that were part of his
big staff, and then he had a lot of people thaeweally around him because they thought he
might be a president or a vice presidemiritelligible phrase). And of course in ‘76 at the
Democratic convention there was a lot of interegtim as a vice president, and of course
ultimately it went to Mondale, but so.

AL:  Well, I've kept you much longer than | said,l8n going to stop now and thank you very
much for your time.

PM: Good, thank you.

End of Interview
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