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December 18, 1970,

MUSKIE HAILS 'STRONG, TOUGH, AIR POLLUTION CONTROL AGREEMENT !

A _, .
Senator Edmund 8. Muskie (D~Maine) said today that the clean air bill produced by 8
House-Senate conferenceg committee "faces the air poljution crisis with urgency and in c:_andor. “

In a speech on the S8enate floop, Mr. Muskie termed the agreement “strong” and "tough!
adding that "it makes hard choices, provides just remedies, requires stiff penaltieg.”

/ The measure "intends that all Americans in all parts of the country shall have claan
alr to breathe within the 1970s. .. :
"The conferees' agreement, no less than the Senate bill, calls for the maney and the
manpower reguired to clean up the air. A three-fold increage in manpower and a tqtal‘ of
5} 1 billion in funding over three years are authorized,” Senstor Muskle said. : g

: He added that he is “convinoed that nothing shart of this kind of commitment o tha
quht against dirty air, against environmentally-induced disease, wtll ba enough. n &
The most controversial section of the bill centered on its requirement that auto makerg
mest 8 Japwary 1, 1975 deadline for byilding a car which reduces by 90 per cent the ‘carbpn
maonpxzide and hydrocarbon emissions of 1970 models. The administrator of the Ehu&onmemal
Pratection figexney could grant a one-year extension qf that deadline but: fo]IbWing tﬁa’!;, qnlv
angraaa could authorize extensions.

Benator Muskia said 1n,h.ta floor_statement that this degdlme will draw "napeated
interpretation and misinterpretation, " adding that * "'the Benate did not get all that it wanted
here; The Senate conferees had to accept two major changes in order fo preserve. the daad«
linee in the Berate bill and to nbtaln conference dgreament. :

. ~"pirst, the House insisted that an application !or suspenaion from the effect of thq
deadline must be made earlier than 24 months before-thy éffective date of the standard {n’
queéstion, Sécond, the Administrator is required to'ymake: tmedecman within s{xtvdé?s
aftg;*rel:aint of guch an application for aquension." i

. DN the ather hand, Benator Muskie said, two 4mprovementa werg qua. "Firat, -
the Aqmlmatratar no longer can be forced to rely upen the auto manufagturer to qemrmmq
whether téphﬁqlnqy ig §vailable. He must test enging systems develpped by private: nat;;ae
to asvertain whether they mest standards; thus, all available technélow will b P&iuwu,.a

Q 'In addition, each manufactu:er must appl;ir for any gugpenatoq, meaning “that the ran!s
of techinology or the lead time tv'the smaller ¢ompaq!,éa canntm be uged'as-a luai'iﬂcatim tor
ausneuam by the majar mapufacturers, "

(’)
ﬂ

Mr, Mugkia gald that growing pubHc jrterest i air’pollution Felped: stre tha /4
ananca ‘8 taugh air bill, “Pecpld became involvetl in-the standardg=getting pre
whe “Jokrned of thié threats to their health and théy scughit to- makathq progtam féﬂmiva
” ‘“ﬂeeda ' o ﬁa’ said..
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