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Transcript

Myrtle Milledge: ... | have a sister the same way. If therddeeocratic meeting we go. We
went to one not too long ago, and we were disappadimot, you know, there weren’t that many.
| think there was, it was down to the Mexico reckpand there was a young fellow from the
state there that was taking notes. | don’t knoasmit you, was it?

Greg Beam: No, it wasn't.

MM: | can’'t remember, | can’t remember what he labllee, but | know there was my sister
and I, and the town manager and one other manhesgidung fellow come in and took notes |
guess. | don’t know, but there wasn’t too much,tbat anyway, we’re Democrats, very strict.

GB: Have been all your life?

MM: Have been all my life. My dad was. And theyathiing is, | got a niece that is running
here in, over, she lives in Rumford, so she’s mgtiere this year and, but we, Mexico can’t
vote for her. So I'm still a Democrat. | meanoind know what I'd do, I, you know. But she’s
the only Democrat in the party, | think the restefare all... | mean she’s a Republican, and the
rest of us are all Democrats, have been for yedesars and years.

GB: All right, well, well let's get into some baciaund information. And we’ll start with, you
know, getting as much background information | about you as possible, and hopefully
develop some historical context for what you’rergpio tell me.

MM: Well, I've got something written here. | dokiow, | didn’t know, but you could read it
and see what -

GB: Oh, okay, okay. Well, we’ll get into this, vigjet into this in a minute, but first we are
looking, this is a very broad project and we look fyou know, information, personal
information about the interviewees first. So solistalk about you, and we’ll definitely, you



know, get into thoughts on Ed Muskie, and that'Srakely very pertinent. And that's exactly
what we’re looking for, but, so, we’ll start waydkeand see where it leads us. This is Greg
Beam, it's about 2:00 P.M. on July 19th, 2000 dndHere with Myrtle Milledge at her home at,
on Back Kingdom Road in Mexico, Maine. To begiould you please state your full name and
spell it?

MM: My name is Myrtle Milledge, M-Y-R-T-L-E, M-I-L--E-D-G-E. | live on Back
Kingdom Road, 29 Back Kingdom Road.

GB: And when and where were you born?
MM: | was born in Rumford.

GB: And when?

MM: Do I have to tell you?

GB: Oh, it's okay, @nintelligible phrasg
MM: Nineteen fifteen, nineteen fifteen.

GB: Allright. What was the Rumford community ligeowing up? What are your memories
of the community?

MM:  Oh, just horrid.
GB: Really?

MM: We were Catholics. And | can remember, we liketk in Mexico, and as children we
had to, every Sunday have to walk from our home tw&®umford way up on Franklin Street.
And | can remember a lot of things that, you kntvat | did that was terrible. | mean, it cost
you ten cents to go to a movie at that time wheas young. And | can remember my father
was, had ulcers, and he used to have, at thatieyethought cream was good for ulcers.
They’ve changed that now, but I'd empty out theaongo get the nickel bottle, the cream bottle,
just to go to a movie, but it was only ten cemdsd the roads were bad. | can remember the
houses here in the town, how the mill used to takegpaint off from some of the houses back
there in those days. And it was from the mill, vevatr was coming up the chimney. And it even
did things to the cars, so you can imagine.

| mean, | don’t know how Ed did it to get so mudteation, you know, on clean water and clean
air, because, and to tackle, to me, to tackle title 8oy, you know what | mean, they, it
couldn’t have been easy for Ed. He just workedked hard for it. And I, I, this | don’t know,

| don’t know how old Ed is, how old he would beknow somebod-, | have it here, somebody
was in his class and | was going to get in toudh wim, but | thought, “Well, | got enough
probably without that.” But | thought if you wanteabre information it would have to be
McQuade or this Larry Hart.



Now, McQuade is the one that started this monuroeat there, he’s the one that’s been, you
know, pushing it and trying to get the money far thonument. And they’ve got, they’re going
to put it in there, Rumford’s going to have a moemtrfor Ed Muskie. And they did have one
down by the, the football field here across therim Rumford. And there was a big sign, “Ed
Muskie lived here” or something, a huge sign th&eif you crossed the bridge you'd have,
you’d hit it, you'd see it, you know. So all | ceemember is good things for Ed.

Of course I, | mean he was in sports, I've talkegeople that played up at, basketball with him
and track with him, and everybody says what a gige hard working. And | got all the classes
where he was into debating. And | also, one of egypbe that | visit, and | question them all
because they’re eighty-seven years old, you knod this man said, “Oh, | knew Ed Muskie.” |
mean he was in school, and he said the girl tltathai typing for his debates turned out to be
this man’s wife. At that time they were chums @haol, you know. So, | don’t know,
everything he’s done, | don’t know how he’s done it

Of course, in later years when he went to collegadidn’t see him as much. And the few
Democratic meetings we had in town, | met Ed, | higtwife, they were having a time at the
Legion. Ed and his wife were there and other Demtsctt think Brennan and, they all used to
drop in once in a while, you know, have a spaglietil or something. And I, when we got to
meet Ed and his wife, of course you’re standinbnea waiting to shake hands with him and tell
him who you are. And so | got up to Mrs. Muskie &anold her who | was, and she says, “Oh,
I'll never forget your name.” And | kind of lookeat her, well, that's strange to say. But she, in
her, | don’t know if it was in her family or in thgarty, she says, “Well | know somebody that's
Myrtle and then | know somebody that’s Milledge;, she says, “I won'’t forget your name.”
And I've always remembered that all those years| Bated my name in the first place, but she
knew somebody in her dealings, | don’t know if @asMamily or what, but. Every time they’ve
come to town my sister and | would go. My sistas been interviewed, | don’t know if you did
her or not.

GB: Well, I didn’t. What was her name?
MM: Pauline Dawson.

GB: Pauline Dawson, oh wow.

MM: That's on Hollow Hill.

GB: No, I didn’'t conduct that interview. It wasofsably another student. What, was that
some time ago?

MM: No, it wasn’t too long ago. Within the lasiye
GB: Oh really, yeah, well -

MM: s that a long time?



GB: Well, I've actually only been on the project Bocouple of months, so, but -

MM: Oh, | see. Yeah, she said she had been iateed, and she’s very, she’s a fighter too,
she’s very much Democrat, and she pays into ofssour don’t have that much money to put
into it, I've been a widow for thirty years andéi here alone, and so it's, but | don’t know, I've
always gone to the Democrats. And I still dojll statch politics on the, on TV all the time.
But | do, | do wish that the Democrats in town wbphy more attention, | mean, and, you
know, go to the meetings. We went to one that wags county and it was held here in
Mexico, and | think my sister and | were the onhes from Mexico. And we’re not on any
committee or anything, you know, just Democrataf’thit. But we always, they put their signs
out here, you know, like, well I can remember Br@mitoo, Brennan used to do that, when we
used to, always had signs when it was election.tifed she’s right at the top of the hill there,
so of course they’re going to see her. And saontknow, | believe in the Democrats, | think
they’re for the working people.

They're, | don’t have much sympathy for the Repedntis, | think they’re all rich and they’ve got
all the money and that’s, to me, I've always beentao rich and so maybe it's envy, | don'’t
know. You know, envy the rich people. So | ddaibw, but I still say Ed Muskie was for the
working class, it's, like | figure the presidenttse same way. | think we’ve gone a long ways,
and | hate to think of Bush in there. So anyvgayl like my politics, |1 do.

And we have been asked if we wanted to go to Aagtiire when they had the meeting, and
my sister is, my sister’s going on eighty-threej oing on eighty-five, so we don’t feel like
driving down to Augusta. But anything in town weu know, we show up. And so | think
we’re good Democrats, nobody can run RepublicaenEwy niece, my sister’s daughter in
Rumford. Her name is Jolene Lovejoy and her, spetsomething in, of course | love her, she
calls me her favorite aunt, but here she’s a Reganl But | almost think she could almost
become a Democrat, | almost think that. And shew says I'm her favorite aunt but... Who
was it, oh, it was the fellow from Bryant had sigmswe put him up here, | had him right out
here because there’s a lot of houses up abovevé/get a nurs-, not a nursing home, a home
for the elderly up here. So | had this huge sighom my lawn and my sister come over one
time to pick me up. Well, my sister is Republid@tause her daughter's Republican, see. And
I, here I've got this huge sign. And | bumped intg niece, and | said, “I'm sorry, Joey, but |
can't.” The only excuse | could say was, “I carote in Rumford anyway, with Rumford,
because Mexico is over here, we're,” but it wasWunBut | think, she’s just getting into
politics and she’s a fighter around Rumford. Sd4,18l, we’ll argue with her, my sister and 1.

GB: Oh, I'm sure.

MM: Yeah, yeah. So, no, my father was a Democmtand it just seems as though, you
know, it's our family.

GB: Now were there many Democrats in Rumford whamwere growing up? Because |
know that the state was, on the whole was heawdlyuRlican at that time, wasn't it?



MM: ltis, that's what | think today, they’re mdRepublican. Mexico’s a small town, small
compared to them. All the Republicans that got eyothey’re over there. Here, Mexico is
small town, not too many, not too much in taxesemgtthe Rumford people, they all have
beautiful homes and camps and everything else, Butstill say that about the guys on TV, the
Republicans. We get talking and I'll, talking angdiniends, and I'll talk about, look at all those
guys, you know, that are in the senate and reptasen They don’t have, they have young
wives, they don't get these old ones, they divénegn and get a young chick, that’s right isn’t
it. When they start talking about, you know. Raiyway, no, I'm proud to be a Democrat,
that's it.

GB: So, as a Democrat in Rumford did your fathedlof stand out from the crowd?

MM: Well, that was so many years ago when | wasnigpand at that time there were
Catholics against Baptists and everything elsel i8ean, it was kind of a, it was a bad time |
think, you know what | mean, it was the DepressiBut we were fortunate because my dad had
a store, and later he had a beer garden, but... Anchoather, my mother just passed away three
years ago. She lived to be a hundred and five hadveis a Democrat all the time, too. We saw
to it that she got there, you know. But my dadidiéfifty-four. But she had a home on Main
Street, down here by the green church, that shieukdp about three years. Well, she was in a
nursing home for three years, so.

But Mexico, they don’t have too much help, they tiatis like volunteering and different,
different things that happen in town. You don’t getny volunteers, which is too bad because
that’s the kind of work | do. | do hospice worla money in it, and then Androscoggin Home
Health, | work twenty hours a week. But it’s, tiisg the elderly for two dollars and a half an
hour. Well, you figure that, I'm not getting rictBut I, it is volunteering. | think more people
should pay attention to what’s going on, you know?

GB: Absolutely.

MM: So anyway, that's the story of my life. Of cee, my dad would, with the store we were
able to have more than the, a lot of the other lgegpu know, because you just couldn’t afford
it, you couldn’t afford it. You could go to a mevior ten cents, and look what you pay today.
So -

GB: Did it appear that other folks in Rumford rgd#lt the effects of the Depression?

MM: 1ldon’'t know, | don't, in reading the paperddiread Rumford and | read Mexico, in
reading the paper, now Rumford’s a bigger town tkaxico. But reading in the paper they
don’t have that many that go to meetings, everRiggublicans or-. | still say, | mean, they
don’t go to the meetings and they complain if sdmmgt passes. Here, | worked for the school
district years ago when my husband passed away, \aasd doing janitor work. And | can
remember what the teachers got for pay at that, tyme know, you’'d see stuff all around, and |
was cleaning the room the teachers were in. Itthaislittle school down here. And | thought,
“Holy man, no wonder the teachers get raises altithe, they're the only ones that go vote.”
They’d vote for a raise, they’d get it, that's Bo | mean, but townspeople, they just let it gp by



and let it go by, and then they, so | don’'t knavam still a Democrat, | still think they are for
the working people.

GB: Have you seen the party change over the years?

MM: Well, | thought that they used to be more ieséed in politics. When you, | always go
vote and the next day they’ve got it in the papeky many people attended and really, you
know. But they’re probably the first ones thatkkitsomething is passed. Like | say, the
teachers all go, the husbands go, so then we'vé. gt that's what | thinkunintelligible

word).

GB: All right, now you took, as you showed me, yoaok some notes on Ed Muskie.
MM: Yeah, would you like me to read it and -?
GB: Sure, if you'd like to read it, yeah, that'adi

MM: Well, | made it thinking that, | could think lmgyself, you know. I've talked with many
of the elderly people as | do volunteer work, sen@mmpanion with Androscoggin Home Health.
We all agree Ed’s family were hard working peoplth children, they had fivesjc six]

children, they had four girls and two boys. And thether never worked, she stayed at home
taking care of the family. And Mr. [Stephen] Muskan a tailor shop on Exchange Street. He
would sit, | can remember him just as plain, he Mait in the window with his needle sewing
because that was his job, tailor, he would sithgylarge window sewing by hand. He would
notice people, you see him take his eyes and losk¢ who was going by. You couldn’t help it,
it was a huge window. And it was the time of thepEssion, you know. His family were well
respected by everyone, his sisters were respentedmart, they’re all smart, and definitely
Democrat and Catholic. | think they’re Catholioto

GB: Can | ask real quick: are there a lot of Catschround here, is it kind of -?

MM: That's like, | think there was a drop off. Yeago everybody went to church. Today
they, and I'm one that, | dropped out. My husbag sick for a long time, and | didn’t go to
church on Sundays because | had to care for hind okly about three months ago | decided,
well, it's about time | went back to church, anthtis have changed from when | used to go.
You know, at that time they didn’t believe in, by married a Protestant you're out of the
church. And the Protestant was the same way, ifgarried a Catholic you're out of the church.
Well now they’ve got together, and they still sasgll, if you're a Protestant you're still a
Protestant, if you're a Catholic you're still a @alic. So it's helped that way. And what they’re
trying to do is get more young people going to chuAnd | do notice it since I've been going,
that more young people, and they’re bringing tkifdren to be baptized, which for a while
people didn’'t do that much. So I think it's helpbdt way. But there’s fewer priests, so what
do you do, you know?Unintelligible phrasg.

Let's see, Ed was very smart in school. In fowargeof school, the Rumford schools, Ed was
president of the student council, president ofatidetics council, secretary of his class,



president of the Latin club, president of the sceéealub, president of the debating class. He was
a great basketball player. Of course he was, raio#t,the was exceptionally good in track in his
second, third and fourth years of high school.wds valedictorian of his class. This is about
the person whose greatest dream was to clean wrthed water from our mills. And of

course, after graduation he went to college, antddttmany friends in Rumford and Mexico,
and college friends. Ed came to Rumford for déférDemocratic party meetings, and that’s, |
used to see him at these too.

Without Ed we probably would have the odor from thi# and bad water, which was, that's the
way it was. You didn’t stay out in the air tooesft | can remember that. He worked hard, and
he saw, you could see the paint was peeling frathtuses here, and the cars too. No one else
could have worked harder than Ed. He was a hardexgtried to help the people of Rumford
and Maine. No one else in Rumford had made us@adto be a Democrat in our great state of
Maine. That's what | think.

GB: That's great, that’s great.

MM: So, | don’t know how he dared to tackle thd bécause, hey, the mill, | mean, you
know, that was, everybody was working there. Bustill was trying to get clean air, and that’'s
what he’s noted for: clean water, clean air. Ahdaurse, it's gone all over the country, not just
here in Maine. It's about time they did that.

GB: Do you remember what effect it had on the mikien a lot of that legislation came
through? Did it hurt the functioning of the milliddt slow it down?

MM: No, I don’t think so, but when my husband wia& $took up a course in nurses aide
because | knew, and | had to have a nurse for$orhwent and took the class while the nurse
was there. And today | talk with so many peoplée trey blame the air, they’ve got, breathing
air. Two or three people that | know have to hidnesair, you know, and they blame it on, they
blame it on when they were younger, that's whapleapd. And there is a lot of that. | went to
a meeting one time when Dr. Martin, who, | thinkviaes doctor of the schools years ago. Today
he’s got cancer, and real bad, but he tried ae¢haars to tell them that it was the mill that was
giving us so much cancer here. And a lot of pedpla’t like him for it but it's the truth. |

mean, Rumford is terrible, the elderly, they havarsich trouble breathing. Especially if you
worked in there, if you worked in the mill. So tlsehow the people feel, the ones that | talk to
that have to, have to use air, and it's too lat® far a lot of them.

GB: But you've noticed that the air seems cleaaeently, it's a big change?

MM: Oh, oh yes, yes. | have my flower garden.dumin the flower garden and, no, the air
has changed so much, and | think everybody fdatsilibecause they all have nice back yards
that they can take the family out. Oh yeah, aruadifference. But | think the mill is trying
because, since Mead got it, but they put up anlaiwfie there when Mead was going to use
chips over here. So then Hanover decided theytdidmt it. For some reason Mexico didn'’t
want it. Because | think they thought probably dire it would make a difference in our climate.
All these big trucks that come in haulingh{ntelligible word, so | don’t know where they go



now to make the chips. And they lug the chips heoe so much the logs like they used to, it
used to be all logs.

But | think they’ve improved, Mead has, and thegrego be working with the town, you know.
They, | know not too long ago, every year they hiawseses that they, you'd go up to Rangely
Lakes, where of course they have a lot of lumberatdoes, and a lot of land up that way. And
you could take a bus trip, anybody that wantedotcamd they’d take you all through to see what
was going on. And | went up twice because | hadrathat kind of loves the logging, loves to
be in the woods, and | just wondered what his, mleatvas doing, because of course | never saw
it. But they furnished a meal and they took youAupd they were showing us the big machines,
and how they clean them off, and how they cut theamd, then where they’re planting other
places, so it was really quite interesting. So adyts interested, but | think it was a good thing.
It was probably a day, but at times there wasetlorefour bus loads going up. And that seems
to be more in the fall of the year, when it's pyetbo, you know. So I do think they’re trying to,
but | mean there’s, we don’t get an odor. Althosgmetimes, if the weather isn't just right, |
don’t know whether the smoke going up that wayang down this way, especially if you go
over by the mill, and there is an awful odor thatnes with it. But it's just at times. | don’t
know whether it's wet weather or windy. | don’trtk the wind, | think the wind would help

take it down, down the road on the way to Lewistmause | can remember at a meeting one
man got up and said that he lived down there omdhd, and he blamed the paper mill for it
because the wind would blow down that way, and’thggt the odor. And here in Rum-,
Rumford or Mexico it would kind of bypass us, yawokv.

But | remember it was hard times. We, | have §igters, so that was a big family, six children.
But then | talk with other people and, | got myghdor across the street, and | was kind of
paying attention to her through the people | wark §enior volunteers, because she has a sick
husband. And | never found out she, until | metr@rmore than three months ago, she had
twelve children. And | lived here for thirty yeatonly thought she had five. See, they, | guess
| just don’t bother with my neighbors. But I've vked ever since my husband passed away, and
| have two sons in town, and | have a daughter thBtt we’re very close, my family, which is
good.

GB: And are the rest of your family interested otitics like you are?

MM: Well, that niece of mine, that's for sure. Yjast want the Democrats, huh?

GB: Well, no, no, that's fine. But are the othees interested as well?

MM: They're all, yeah, all my sisters are Democrash, yeah. And I think all the men are.
Now, | questioned Jim Kelly, he’s my brother-in-l&wm, he lives in Portland. His dad was, |
think he was a representative, and it was the $an@eas Lucia Cormier. | know you don’t
know her.

GB: [I've heard the name.

MM: Yeah, she was into politics, and everybodydikecia, and there was Jim’s brother, and



Ed Muskie was in on that too. Lucia and Ed andKetty’'s father, the three of them were on, |
think that was before Ed was governor. And | silhk Lucia had a lot to do, you know, that...
How do | want to say it? Ed looked up to her amad politics, and that, | think where she was in
it. | used to go to Florida in the winter after imysband passed away, and Lucia was living
down, she was in Daytona Beach and we were at Day#nd she invited us and a bunch, that
was when my brother-in-law and his wife were doneré, and all Democrats. And she invited
us out to her house, her condo, it was right orbrech. And she had pictures of Ed all over the
house, you know, so | know there must have bedosaiess there, because Lucia was a school
teacher at one time and probably Ed had her aschde.

GB: Oh, really.

MM: And then, of course, she was, later years steeeaither in the senate or a representative,
| don’t know. But | think she took a, you knowptoa great interest in Ed, | think, and so other
than that | don’t know.

GB: Do you know any other people who were closeddMuskie in that way?

MM: Yeah, | can tell you, | told you about HaroldQuade.

GB: Who is he exactly, now you said you know sornéne things he’s been, he’s participated
in, in getting the signs up and all that.

MM: Well jeezum, come to think of it | don’t knowhe’s Democrat or Republican.

GB: Oh, really.

MM: But | know, yeah, he must be a Democrat, Heeshiead one of that drive to put that
monument up over on the island, so he must bes bien fighting for this and trying to get
money, So.

GB: [I'll tell you, there are some Republican faig, Republican fans of Muskie.

MM: Yeah, I think so.

GB: There are some.

MM: Yeah. And another one was, and | come pretéy nalling him today because | know
him, Larry Harpe. He was in his class at school.

GB: Oh really.

MM: And I’'m almost sure he’s a Democrat too. Bke I said, | come pretty near calling him
over, then | thought, “Well, gee whiz, | know hgst a girlfriend, so | wouldn’t want any
trouble with him and his girlfriend,” so | says, HQvell.” But | mean, you could get in touch
with him. He’s quite prominent in Rumford, in agties and stuff like that, you know. But he’s,



he was in Ed’s class.

GB: So he lives in Rumford?

MM: He lives in Rumford, yeah.

GB: Okay, so we can get in touch with him that way. right.

MM: As a matter of fact, I'm invited to a ChristmasJuly party Sunday, so Larry will be
there. | know he will because that's put on byshewshoe club up here in Mexico, our retired,
the guy that started the snowshoe club, got thenggwas, is Steve Gallant. Well they just
gave him an award for, | don’t know, for “Man oktNear” or something. Well, he’s having a
party Sunday, so he invited, no, it's Saturdagotliit on my calendar. So he invites everybody
that, friends, and he always has a big gang 8ut.Steve is French, | don’t know what his
nationality is but he’s a guy that, he does an &letufor everybody, you know. Which is about
time they gave him an award for something. Thatiat | think, some of these people that, have
you got that thing on?

GB: Ohyeah.

MM: Well I was, | was going to say, | don’t know &ther | should say this. No, where |
work for Androscoggin Home Health | have to be Garehat | say, you know what | mean?
But there is, oh, one gentleman that | visit, aa leighty sev-, no, he’s in his nineties, ninety-
two | think. And I'd go to visit him, and they’@lk about things that happened during his
growing up, and he had done so much for the towRurhford and Mexico and nobody ever
said thank you or nothing for it. | just, and tleason that, | wrote a letter to the editor and the
reason | wrote the letter was Severin Beliveau'sh@iopassed away, and | never realized she
had done so much for retarded children, for so nthimgs, nobody knew about it. And | says,
“What a shame they have to read it in her obitgaritoo bad they couldn’t have said it while
she was alive.” So that put me, | says, “I'm goiaglo this man.” So, | got that here, too. It
was in the paper, he was, it was about volunteering

“This man was one of those volunteering. He operatlogging camp from 1936 to 1939, he
cleared three thousand acres of land at Flag8faffje, he was a board member of,” they're
going to hear a lot of this, “he was a board menalb&lack Mountain ski area for ten years,
board member of the park commission, was picked andéme year in 1984, he was an active
member of the ski club, was a board member of @ozyNursing Home along with,” this was

all volunteer work, “He was a board member of Chry Nursing Home along with Bob
Demers, Alphonse Duprez, Nick Poulier, Eli Gaudettshn Shea,” these are all Democrats too.
This is the original group working to build a Rumdacommunity home, the, yeah, and
volunteers, they, it was all volunteer work, aneythbut through this guy they got the money to
do it. And so he was, he belonged to the Elks, begrof the Lions, was grand knight of the
KFC, council, faithful navigator of Pacey Assembiyember of the board for mentally retarded,
he was a grand knight of the KFC, faithful, he \wsasember of the board for mentally retarded,
supplied all the wood to renovate St. John’s Scho@bP49, chairman of the Tootsie Roll drive
in 1959 to 1964. Through his efforts at the KFQriRard-Mexico purchased a bus for the uses



of Horizonal Unlimited, a permanent group hometfer mentally retarded in 1984 after two
years of fund raising. He was chairman of Bingg$ earn money.

All these things that that man did, and that, afrse | had to talk to his family before | wrote the
letter. He supplied all the wood to renovate 8hnls, through the efforts of... He did a lot
anyway. I've got so much paper here | don’t knolawto do with, but anyway, | sent that letter
to the editor. It was in thEimes,but it hasn’t been in thieewiston Suryet. But | thought, here,
nobody, here he is ninety-two and done so mucmabddy, nobody said thank you or know all
these men volunteered. So of course, they'redetkheir name’s in the paper. | got more, “Oh
God, that was a good article you wrote.” So | gt in ourTimes

GB: He must have been happy to see that.

MM: Yeah, oh yeah. As a matter of fact, | wouldugao see him and the paper | left with his
son because | wanted to make sure everything wasatoand the son is quite popular in the
KFC. He’s taken after his father, and he’s carimghiis father too, and | happened, | left the
paper there and I didn’t think this elderly genttenwould see it. But one other time | went to
visit him and he’s got his magnifying glass herd hgn’s trying to read what it said in the paper.
But, so many people thought it was a good arbeleause he’s a good man, and like | said, after
| saw Severin Beliveau’s mother, all she had dand,nobody, no credit. That's the story of my
life. So anyway, but I'm sure Larry Harpe can &l more about his school days. | don't, and
McQuade, like | said, he’s been the one that'stigetmoney for the stone up there. And it's
supposed to, | don’t know when that's supposecetpud in or whether it's put in yet. | don’t
know.

(Taping of Frank Murray’s interview continues - tapever with Milledge intervieW.
End of Side A
Side B

GB: So, let me get this straight: did you know Maskhen he was growing up?

MM: Not really, | don’t think | did until later, yoknow, when |, probably when | voted, knew
| was a Democrat. | probably voted the first yeeodld. And, now who, somebody was telling
me just in the last couple of days, they went sohex® and Ed was, oh, it was the fiftieth class
reunion in Rumford, and Ed was there. And at tina¢, | can’t remember if he was governor or
what, but he was up there in politics. And theg &d was right in there with them, and joking
with them, and having a good time with all of thgmuy know, it wasn’t, nothing put on. They
were all people that he knew, but he was laughiitly them and kidding with them. That was
the fiftieth class reunion. | think that was i thighty something, | think it was eighty-
something that he -

GB: Yeah, probably, it must have been, he must haaduated sometime in the thirties, yeah.
MM: Yeah, I, oh, here is, since his retirement -

GB: Do you have some more notes?



MM: Well, I, yeah, they got the bus for the mentaditarded in 1984 after two years of fund
raising. So, since his retirement this gentlemgoyes his children, grandchildren, great-great-
grandchildren, and he travels to see them playtspespecially hockey. He’s a great fan of the
Red Sox, hockey and football, he enjoys TV, andrhasy friends. And I've put, thank you
Armand, his name is Armand, for doing all the vaéer years you put in for Rumford and
Mexico. Thanks to all the volunteers of Rumford &texico, we do care. So that, people are
still trying to find volunteers, but some,- somegir think that, that if people are asked to do
something... | belong to the garden club, andik vp to the nintelligible word department
every day because | have a friend up there. Anidl trenk that if they were asked to do
something they would, most people would. But thewyt to, | think they want to be asked to do
it first. It's like me. | say volunteering, | darthink that goes too far today, it's, you've algot
to say, “Why don’t you come and see what it's likesee, you know, to volunteer. Because
they have that trouble with everything. The gardet, we’re looking for people to join, young
people to join in. But until somebody drags thgoy know what | mean, you got to ask them,
say, “Come on, come and see what it’s like.” Arsllike being a Democrat, see what the
Democrats are doing, you know, or.

But I'm telling you, my niece from Rumford, her pice is in the paper almost every day. | can't
get over it. She’s the only, she’s selectman éntttwn of Rumford. There’s two men, | think,
and her, and boy she always gets her two centhwarshe’s very, she’s smart, she’s smart.
And | know Memorial Day I, | have a son that wakkeki in Vietnam, my youngest boy, and so |
was down there. It was Memorial Day, and Mexicst put a new memorial down there in the
main road by the bridge. And because | was thinkingry son | kept saying, | have always
gone to every time they’ve had a memorial thingl Bkind of talk myself into, well, | don’t

think, | didn’t feel in the mood. But as the margiwas getting on, | began to get that guilt
feeling. So, | had been working in my flower gargéms was about nine o’clock. | said to
myself, “Well, I'll drive down and sit in the cand just watch it.” | got down there and | parked
my car and my niece comes by. “Hi, Aunt Myrt,” astte comes over to the car and she
practically drags me out, “Come on over and seertemorial.” So | wouldn’t have gone, only
she did that, you know. | wasn’'t dressed. As #enaf fact I, | couldn’t remember whether |
had my hair combed or what, but | got over ther¢ghlgymemorial and | didn’t want to be seen
by anybody because | hadn't, no earrings, no makedgn’'t even know if, | had been working
in the garden, you can imagine. And so she, whilas there this Gallant fellow that has
charge, kind of runs these things. So he comestovae and he says, “Mrs. Milledge, how
about, how about naming these guys off that hagegqzhaway during the Vietnam War?” And |
says, “Oh, not me boy, | been working in the gardéook like sin.” And | says, “No, you’re not
going to get me up there.” Because they had kiradstand, and what you do is you get up there
and just name, there was eight in the Vietham \&@you name one, | did that last year, but
hadn’t talked about it this year. So anyway, hessg&Come on, we got to have somebody that
lost somebody in those years.” “Well, Joey,” IsdNo, no, I'm not going to.” And this is my
niece that’s doing this, “Come on Aunt Myrt, conre”0And the first thing | know, she runs
over to her car, gets lipstick and is putting ligsbn me, which | had no earrings, no, ah.

So | had to get up there in front of all, and tkeming out, | can remember there was, one of
the, one of the fellows that had been in the warvasn’'t Vietham War, but he belonged, he was



a veteran, and he was in the parade. He saicktg e said, “How come the town of Rumford
doesn’t have one like Mexico?” So I'll bet you bef you know it there’ll be, of course they're
going to have that memorial for Muskie, but theeytigot that green over on the other side there.
So, but | bet you, you wait and see, she’ll do gbing about it. He says, “How come Rumford
can’t have one?” Mexico can, because we’re supptmsbd poor, you know. Rumford is rich.

So anyway, they read the, | had to read those nahers between every name they, “Bong!”
they’d ring a bell. Oh God, | could have gone, feglings, you know, | could feel that | was
going to start crying half way through it. But avay, | got through it, but she’s, she’s a go
getter. And I think she’s running against Camdrtimnk, he’s a Republican. So | don’t know.
But other than thaufintelligible phrasg

GB: Now, here’s something | was trying to figurd.olwas trying to figure out how you were
referred to us at the project. Have you been waahith any of these Muskie’s memorial
programs, you know, anything like that? | guesssays here that you were referred to the
project by Chris Beam, who actually happens to gdather, in 1998, two years ago. And | was
wondering if it was, if it was a meeting, like amarial committee meeting or something like
that.

MM: No, my sister | think, and my sister was tejlme the other day she got an invitation
there to go over to the memorial, but | didn’t gae. But | think she sends money and her name
gets on there. And me, | don't get, | mean | agat it, let’'s put it that way. | live alone and/m
husband was sick for years, and if | had the mamweyuldn’t be working for Androscoggin
Home Health. But I've always liked Baldacci. lt@eChristmas card from him and | send him
money [aughg. He sends a Christmas card every year with mgof him and his wife and

his son, so | figure, “Well, he’s interested enoagld he’s a Democrat, and | figure he’s a good
Democrat, so that | will do.” But, see, | didnitdw that much about Ed. It was just, | think it's
something you, he’s up here and you've got to retsipien, he’s, kind of idolize him or
something, you know? A good man and a lot of pe@gien they get out of the service they,
you know, or out of the government, you don’t hiear many things about them, but Ed... and |
remember when he went to, was it New Hampshirg#nk that was the day that he broke down
and cried. | could have cried with him.

GB: Nineteen seventy-two in New Hampshire.

MM: | could have cried with him, | felt so sorryrfoim and his wife, for anybody that had...
and here it was a newspaper man that was agamshhhe first place. He’s against Democrats
anyway, wasn't he?

GB: Yeah.

MM: Must have been a Republican then. So, but $éebad, holy man. But no, | donate ten
bucks or something every once in a while but | dbave the money. | don’'t have the money
my sister has, she’s got two paychecks cominganahnd her husband. And | live alone, so, and
| own this, | mean it's on my land and so to tryjkeep things together is, | can’t do much
donating. But I'll show up. They, if they haveydimng going on, | haven’'t missed anything.
Matter of fact we’ve come pretty near asking sonagtto give us a ride down to the meeting in



Augusta there, you know, my sister and |, becais@s a meeting and we’re the only ones that
showed up down here. De Roche knows us, you know Rle’s town manager.

GB: Who is that?

MM: Joe De Roche.

GB: Joe De Roche.

MM: He’s running for something.

GB: How do you spell that, De Roche?

MM: D-E-, I think it's, R-O, separate word, R-O-GEHI think.
GB: Okay, okay.

MM: He’s town manager down here and he was theemwie, when the Democrats came to
town, you know, the last, and he went to Augusta, tBut there’s not that many active ones,
and I, it's like people that, ballot clerks. We/sthe ballot clerks are all right, but they never
show up for a meeting. Well, why don’t they, | mebhey’re Democrats, they’'re Democrats and
Republicans, why shouldn’t those girls that arédbalerks show up for a meeting? That's what
me and my sister think anyway. We just think... ahd’s active like | am.

GB: I guess they must have met you just at onbaxfd meetings that you attended. That must
have been how you were referred to us.

MM: Yeah, it must have been, because there waaragyfellow that come in, and we did sign
papers. As a matter of fact, we pitched in, Jod&RDehe is running for something, so my sister,
he had to have so much signature and five bucksmething. You couldn’t give more than five
bucks, and my sister and | were the only ones taedewe gave the five bucks, that's probably
where you got the idea that, you know, that's pbiypahat happened. But all you could give
Joe De Roche was five bucks, that’s all, you kndMell that’s like this one in Rumford, Joey,
she don’t need money. Isn’t it wonderful, you ddréve, you have so much money you don't
need money to run for office? But that’s, and dkm her mother is my sister and | know they’re
well off, you know, and they, of course they’re ggito help their daughter. So | presume
they’re going to go Republican, you know. But dglo@’'t need, she don’t need money.

But she’s got a lot of advertisement by being mplaper. She goes to the ski meets here in
Rumford and works all day doing something and Imgiplike the fourth of July thing they had
here. She’s over there in the middle of everythiNpst of them are men, but she’s there and
she’d just as soon go and, a bunch of men, andrgjues a lot with them too, you know, the
men there, and see the, she’s not afraid to t&tk!’ll bet she gets elected. Well that Fred, Fred
Canard, who’s a Democrat from Rumford, he saidshathad it all, she’s got it. So | don’t
know. But | don’t know who'’s running against, whér, it's Cameron | think. But here in
Mexico, who have we got? Joe De Roche is runrongdmething, | don’t know what it is. But



of course we’ll be there. But | always say, hégytwant to put up any, there’s not much that |
can do, but they could put signs up here in thd,yand my sister’'s the same way, you know.
We take ribbing sometimes when a Democrat goe¥diy, | see you got the sign out, huh?”
“Yup.” So, that's about it.

GB: Well, I don’'t have any more questions, so fis,there any final remarks you'd like to
make, anything you'd like to add or emphasize aldbugkie or about anything else?

MM:  Well, I just figure that Muskie was like probalikennedy is in Massachusetts, for the
working people, that's what | figure. Muskie, Inceee he probably had to work harder than the
Kennedy’s, you know? But | mean, they’re both, theyoth helping the poorer class of people
and doing things to improve our lives, becauselying up a family and you're, the same way
with health and everything, you got to fight eveigy and, but | do think that they. And | like
this Bryant too from, he’s from Canton. | don’tdm even what post, whether he’s in the, he’s
up at Augusta doing something. But | mean, heenlkas some of the meetings, you know, and
he’s had his signs. That’s the one that was tivbien my niece come here, and oh my lordy,
lordy. So anyway, it’s, but no, I just think peehould try to get together, try to get something

going.

So, but McQuade, McQuade has helped Muskie so mO¢ltourse, it cost them fifty-thousand
or something for that memorial over there, and Mafhas worked hard to, although
McQuade is one of these rich people too we talluabBut somebody’s got to do it, and if you,
not everybody’s got the money to do it, you kndBut we’re still a small town. 1 just figure,
this volunteer work | sometimes wonder about itethler they’re looking, everybody’s looking
for volunteers, right? And when we do that thert’shautting somebody out of work someplace
and | wonder if it's the right thing.

GB: But you also wonder if it would get done atifithey didn’'t have the volunteers, so, you
know.

MM: Yeah, that's true. But | keep thinking of tlhatcause working with Androscoggin Home
Health, and | do visit people, and | just got thgbwa class on hospice, you know what that is?
That's you go in and stay with the person so peti@elive there can have a couple hours away
or just a lot of little things. But then I'm thimlg, “Is that good?” It's good for the family, bigt

it putting somebody out of work or something? “eago if you went anywhere you had to hire
somebody, you know, it would cost you money. ButvrAndroscoggin Home Health is, and
they keep getting volunteers. The first thing yowwk they’re not going to have the nurses, you
know. | just wonder about that. But | ain’t goitgworry about it now for a while though.

GB: Idon’t think, | don’t think anyone could answtbat question very quickly. | don’t think
there is a quick answer to it so, | don’t thinkriie an easy answer.

MM: No, no, it's, | like what | do, I, like | saghat gentleman, and these are all terminal, these
people | visit, so it's hard. You know what | meaBut | went through it, and | have so many
friends of mine now that their husbands pass awayhatever, and what do you say to them?
You say, “Oh, I'm so sorry,” and “is there anyth#idf there’s anything | can do. What do you



say to a person that'’s just lost somebody? Andtlywanted to know what to say. But now
they're telling us, you pay attention to the famrmipre than you do the person that’s been so sick
because it's after, after a funeral or somethingmhat person is alone and don’t have the
company, and that's sad. So | think that's whatatthe thing is all about. Which is good |
guess, you know? But, so, | can’t sell you anygletse.

GB: Allright, great, well we’ll stop there. Thayku, thank you very much.

End of Interview
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