Bates College

SCARAB

Congressional Records Edmund S. Muskie Papers

9-14-1968

Press Conference - Norfolk, Virginia - On the 1968 Campaign and
Party Differences

Edmund S. Muskie

Follow this and additional works at: https://scarab.bates.edu/mcr


https://scarab.bates.edu/
https://scarab.bates.edu/mcr
https://scarab.bates.edu/esmp
https://scarab.bates.edu/mcr?utm_source=scarab.bates.edu%2Fmcr%2F269&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages

F )

PﬁESS , GGN'I-'"ERENCE
HGI'JCH:'\BIE EDI-’;TH}D: S. MUSKIE
DEVCCRATIC NOMIKEE
TO BE |

VICE PRESIDENT OF THE UNIYED STATES

Norfolk, Virginia

Sentember 14, 196°%

WARD & PAUL

OFFICIAL REPORTERS
_ 25 K STREET, N. E.
Washington, D. C. 200602

{202) 628.-42¢%




.‘-,-..w-,—...,-.
» .

2SHsj

Pheses (Ame J§2) $18-4726

'
\‘q,d.f

WARD & PAUL

17 G %, N, W, Washingien 1, D. €.

[
L]
|

10

11

12

13

14

15

.16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

PRESS CONFERENCE

“  HONORABLB EDMUND S. MUSKIE,
DEMOCRATIC RGMINEE
70 BB

VICE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STAZES

4R

5130 Pelie
Septerbor 14, 1968
Golden Triangle Hotel

Norfolk, Virginia




. Pheam (Ams 207) 425-4286

WARD & PAUL

QN W, Watkisgien §, B, €.

el

n

4]

e

10

11
12
13
14
15

16

17

18

19
20
21
22
23
24

25

‘makers on each side to work with each other, and we are not

received. But I really don't know what the possibilities

2

-~

Q'llBSi‘ION: Senator, a week ago ghe Domorratic State
Central Committce extendsd an invitation to Vice President
Humphrey to come to Yixginia. Have you any word at all as to
wvhether he will visit the state? ,

SENATOR MUSKIE: No, I don't. Ve have sche@ule-

always sure what results we achieve. I would hope he could

coro. X know he would be welcore, from the welcome I have

are.

QUESTION: sémtox. how would you sum up yopur feeling-“:
after the first week of offici.él campaigning?

EENATOR MUSKIE: Ch, there is a lot of work to do.

QUESTION: Do you feel ‘:Lt has been a succéqsful i:zeek?

EENATOR HMUSKIE: Yes. O©Of course, I have nothing to |
compare it 'to. X have never capmpaigned for natiomal office
baefore. But as a pexson'a-l experienca, I foun;i it not much
different than cappaigning in my own state. Paoéle ware
just as hospitable or just as ériti.cai as they were J:'n my own
state. S0 I falt quite camfortable in that sense.

Secondly, the response, I think, for a relatively.
unknown Semator going into distant parts of the ;ountry vas
surprisingly warm and hespitable, and even enthusiastic in
soxa places.

Frox a logistical point, I think everything went
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fairly well. wa'uare pre!:ty much on time everywhere wo went,
fo ny staffr operation wvorked very smeoothly.

Ro;w. vhather or not the first week means that wo are
éoing to have a successful campaign is samething that only
time can tell. It is like dropping pebblbs in the wvater all
over the place, you hops eventuélly the ripples will spreéd
all over and overlap and you will have a national constituesncy
by Noverbear S. Vo will have to wait and s:.;.e.

QUESTION: Did you learn anything about the political
nocd of the country that you didn't kneows before you went on .
the trip? .
SENATOR MUSKIEZ2: Not really, there were no surprises.
QUESTION: You say there is a lot of work to do,
sir. Are you suggesting that at this point lMr. Nixon is ;rnad?

SENATOR MUSKIE: There is always a lot of work to
do in -evarx; political campaign, especially for a Senator who
shrta out, as I eay, wvithout a national constituency of his .
own. I wvas really 'speagd.ng in a personal sense. -I don't
think ij visiting several parts of the country in one; week,
even such widaly separated places as Las Vegas and Hot Springs,
and m.sg:onri, and Indiama and Ohlo, that you can get an .
accurate picture of what the country is going to do on
November S,

I don't think we can do any such thingy. 6o I make

no pradicticns based upon person2l cbservations in the last
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week.
QUESTIONs Senator, do you plan any changes in your
campaign, based on the £irst week? Any c¢hange in emphasis?

SENATOR MUSKIE: %211, Don, you have watched ny

cappaign, so you know we try to resppnd to devolopmants as

they unfold, and we will do the same thing on a natlonalr.basis.
X think,

You begin first of all by trying to give people some

idea of what you are, what your political philosepry is, what

your approach to problems' is, what your record is, how you
think, how you amalyze preblamg, what you propose to do.

8o I think this psrscnal pitch has to be made first;
then, eecondly, you undesrtake to present the iasues as they
dovelop in the campaign, and they are pretty sharp. |

In HMaina, we try to Keep our c¢ool in that respect,
«;md not lat; it get overheated. |

| QUESTION: Senator, scme say you have preference to
working rural areas &s opposed to motropolitan areas in your
campaign. Do you have preference as such? |

‘SEEATOR MUSKIE:s I have never had ons, I didn't
realize I had discloced one. '

QUESTICN: National articles claim Mr, Humphrey
would rather work the cities and have you work rm;'al areas,
sir.

SENATOR MUSKIE: tWall, with all doference to-national
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“ articles, they don't always give the whole story.

o, X' think it is said that because of ny éthni‘e
background there is a place for wme to campaign in the cities,
especially scme cities, because of what they call -- my |

lantern jaw -~ that perhaps X carry the rural image egoﬂgh

'so T can campaign in rural areas as w..eal-l. Everybody has got

a different reason why I should go one place oxr another, and
I am happy to listen to all of them and go whexe I think 1
can do the mo3t good.

QUESTIONs ‘hat effect de you think it will have en |
your campaion that neither of you are from the Sonth or frem
a bardex state? ‘

SENATOR MUSKIE: I have never secen a pan yet who
could in his own persona-lbaéi:ground represent all areas of

the _éountry. fo X hopé we have reached the peint in our

national development thatvweccan measure candidates in terns

- of what they-are, what they represent, and what they propose

to do, and their qu_alificatior;s_ for office.

This, after Sli, has been the ultimate cbjective of
our kind of soclety, to so blend wany different kinds of
people that they becore one in spite of their diversity and
then théy can kegin to evalvate each other, i.ndépendent of
region, i.nﬁépenﬂcnt of place, independent of national origin,
and all Iof trhe other things that make people different and

raybe we can do it for onte in this campaign.

e = e sy e e . e T e ST = . = e
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.g 1 ¥ will tell you on Noverber 6th, '
i | 2 M‘flons Senator, did the addition of Governor
\ 3 Agncw of Maryland to Nixon's tichet help or hurt him, :I.ﬁ your
! O 4 opinicn? | ) |
| -~ 5 SENATOR HUSKIBs ©Oh, I think Mr. Nixon is the best
6 ‘ran to answer that question. . |
E- "y QUESTION: Do you have any opinion?
| 5 SENATOR MUSKIE: I would not be able to look at it
E' g || from Mr. Rixon's point of view. |
!' 10 mmSTlom Senator, a Japansse correspondent: quote'di
| 11 || the skipper of the Puchlo last night as having said that if
' 12 the United States does not acce.pt moral responsibility for
E, O % 13 the crimes of the ship, it is, possible that the skiprer and
! g 14 the crev pay e sentenced to death or life imprisonment _ir{
5 15 Forth Korea. | :
% - | In view of this, air,- would you fee'{.'that tre Un:lt:edJ
{ : 17 - States would de ju:xti’-fle'c"a‘ in coning out with soms sort of
2 16 apology at thir time? . | : - :
' 1 SENATCR MUSKIB: Well, I think if the circumstances
| oc | amad the facts justify an apology, that we ought to be willing
| o1 to make it. A ‘
F P 22 | The dlfficulty has been to ascertain what the facts
E \) : 23 are, as I understand it. FRow, I am not privy to the dotails
g 24 of the discu-ssions that have gone on in Pammunjom, but it _is
i | f o5 || Ty impression that we have been trying to get the facts, or.
| :
!

; — - g Sty T e T AT o 4
| SR s T — N— .
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that the Pucblo breach territorial waters, that in order to

" tion would or shonld be?

to arrange for some naut:ra]. or objective rethed of gotting
at the £acta. s0 that v can determrine what we ought: t.o do as
a nation in the light of the facts. ' :

It is ny impression that the misasion did not mquitcﬂ

do ite work it did not nced to'hreach territorial waters,
that it had orders not to breach territorial waters, but
vhather npder circmnstaﬁces wa can only spﬁcnlato upén it ray
in fact have breached territorinl vaters is difficolt to gde-
termine: ﬂnaily until you get scme neutral atmospherc in which
to got s facts from the crew, and from any ohjective evi-
dence that is avallable. |
X think this has been ong of the sticky points 1n
the negotiations, how wo determine what the facts are. _
QUESTION: Supposse they are sentenced to efither 1Lrd

imprisomment or death. Wnat do you think the national reac-

SERATOR mkt_e: tell, I think even if we had
breached territorial waters, I would not think that t.;hat fact
wvould justify that kind of actien on the part of North Korea.
And our reaction obvi&us]y would be one of great oulrage. B

QUES';EIONz fenator, Governor Agncw has stated an
affirmation &s to Aba Fortas' appoh_:tmnt. What is your po-
sition, and what do you feel about Agnow's pogsition on 1t?

SENATOR SUSKIG: Wol), py poaitien from the morent
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the appointmant_: was announced, was on the face of Justice
?or_tas' record as a lawyer and as a judge, and his capacity,
that the President was Justified in appointing hin and 'tha't.t
we would be justified in confirming him.

B Row, X don't know the basis of Governor hgne’w'q |
reaction at all, so I guess you would hawve to ask that part
of the question of him. |

© QUESTION: Scnater, what do you think the chances
of the Democrats carrying this state this year are, consider-
ing Mr. Nizon carried it in 1960, and George Wallace's %
candidacy? |

' SENATOR NUSKIG: I hopo to get serme insight into
this wbi‘le I 2m here and I wvelcore all informed obaervérs who
can giilde we. '* |

If you have an opportunity to give me some .guidance.

I would like to have it very much.

QUESTIONs How do your resecarch people rate the race

.'in Virginia at this point?

SENATOR MUSKIS: Well, if X —have research people
making that kind of ana.lysis.’ I @on't know about it.

QUESTION: Senator, X would like to ask this: This
porning --

SENATCR MUSKIEs I may say, a vice presidential
candidato's entourage i.sn,'t'.Aqu:l.tn that large.

QUESTION:s Senator, in Kew York State the Libsral
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party bas nominated you for Vice President on a platform

which calls for an :mediata halt of the bombing in Vietnam.

.Have you responded to that nomination as yet, and do you plan

to accept 1t? | .
SCNATOR MUSKIS: I am avare of'.the naninatién._ I
think I Qid accopt it. N | :
QBBSTIOR: You dia accept it? This upn't cause you
any preoblem? | |

SENATOR MUSKIEs  ¥Well, now, that puts me in a posi:

' tion, dossn't it, of standing on the Donocratic Party plat-

forn and Liberal party pl_latform. and I will guess X an goelng
to do sone bobbing. ' -
Actually, however, if two di;:fcmnt organizatiogm
choose to enfdlorse a candidate for any office, organizations
vhich have elightly different views about any issue, this

dcosn't necessarily mean that the candidate is inconsistent

|| or nypoeritical in accepting the neminations.

Because a lot of difforent people of diffarent views

endorse candidates. Senator Javits and Genator Thurmend both

' support zm;-. ‘Wixon and they have iddely_ varying vicus on a

great pany things., I haven't heard lMr, Nixon reject the
suppoert of ~ one of them at \t}is point.

S0 a lot o.f;. di fferent psople holding a lot of dif-
fcmr;t vieva on Viotnam, and the problems of the citles,

support ms, support Vice Presicdent Humphrey, support #r.
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country? A

] assume that is truve, what do you provose to do étbmt It e

10
ﬁix?n. Mr. Agnew, and we arc’'a country of diversity and if
we are going to accept support only from those who have W
carben copy views of our owm, wa are galng to ha_ue_ emall con-
atitﬁén&ies. i % _

/" QUESTIONs Senator Muskiso, one of the big stories
of this week, the first week of campaigning, was the charge

nade by your cou-nterpart. Mr. Agnéw, that Vice President

' Bumphxey was "squishy Soft® on conmunism. He later apologized

for this, and Mr. Hunphrey said he apparently had gotten:

| ahold of scme' of Mr. Bixen's old speeches..

tihat do you think the reaction of this was on the

- e

/ ;
SENATOR MUSKIE: Vel)l, cbviocusly one that Governor

' Agnow didn't like.

QUBSTION: Senator, some part of the polls and nany
of the Virginia politicians, including some Democrats, now
se¢ you and Mr. Humphrey xunni’nlg third in this state, .If yﬁu '
retween noy and Fovenboer?
' SENATOR MUSKIEs The sams “thing I would do if we

vere running first -- campaign as hard es I can to persuade

- the people of Virginia that trey ocught to support us.

QUESTION: Do you sce it changing by Novenber?

BEBVATOR MUSKIEs: VWoll, I have never seen a politieal

‘situation yet that stayed static frem Septerbey te Fovenber.




*
NT G S, N. W., Waakisgtes 1. 0. C,

Phone: [Arse 202) 628-4264

WARD & PAUL

10

31

12

13

14

15

17

18

19

20

21

22

24

25’

i

16 have qutmni:harod his downss - -

] R 11
QUESTION: Senator, we asked you to evaluate your
cam;:aign. I vonder if you could evaluate how you think the
top of your ticket is doing,- hdw Vice President Humphrey has
‘been doing, eit;ior by your conversations with him or hi.e;
staff or just by what you can judge?

SENATOR HUSKIB: Undiminished enthusiasm and

- optinism,

QUESTION: That is your assessm-nt?

SENATOR MUSKIZS You asked re what I learned from
ny talks wi.tﬁ him, and this is my impression --‘undinﬂ.nisheé
enthusiasn and optimism, | ,

QUES TION: Hau‘do youithtink his campaign is going |
in this first week? l

- SENATCR MUSKIEs "Very w2ll, I think.  PRe has .haé

his ups and downs like all of us do, and ke thinks his ups

QUESTION: How much do yocu think George tfallace will
hurt your ticket as opposedﬁto hurting Nixon's?

SCNATOR MUSKIE: Well, avoiding the tempta*;-.ion of
flipparce, my evaluation of it at this po,!.nt. is mixed. Por

a long time, it was sort of the assumption that you would

' hurt the Rep&hncans more than Democrats, or that he would

thurt them in the southern states where this miglht be a very

real value to us.

¥ou, I am in no position to secand-guess: that
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Judgment fxom my personal cbsexvations.

With respect to his growing visibility in nerthern
states, so—éallgd ndg;-isouthern states, it is said that he is
making inroads in the midd-le-class, arong . people who are very
much concexrned about law and order, and that this is likely
to take votes from labor. ’

I don't yet k.now; and I .dm't think X have seen any
analy’sié which :l.nﬁicates whether if this is so, the dafec-
tions to ¥Wallace are coning from those segments of labor
which traditioﬁally are Republican, or whether they come from
these segments which are traditionally Democratic, or whether
they are mixed, and in what proportion. Because of that
uncexrtainty, my evaluation at this point is mixed. X don't
knoz. I haven't been ahie to get a fix on it. ¢ ‘

l_iut I would say that Wallace's campaign is an im-
portant factor in this election and all parts of the cou'ntry-.
It carries 'seri.ous implications that peoﬁla ought not to
ignore on th.e assunption that is is meaning-leas.;- It is :hn-
portant, |

QUESTIONs Do you think if Eugene lMcCarthy were to
core out publicly and endorse you and Mr., H-mnph:ey this would
givae an added bolster to your campaign?

SENATOR MUSKIE: Any expression of approval fr'om
CGene }cCarthy would be heartwarming to me personally, and X

am sure to Vioe’_' President Humphrey personally, and I am ture
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it vould be helpfi:l. .
QUESTICN: Senater, how &o you think you are going
to.do with the \r.irginia Democratic organization in light of

Eenator Byrd's recent criticism of MMr. Humphrey's statement

on the withdrawal of troops frem Vietnam, end alse the fact

that Virginia's Domocratic organization has besn known to

kind of go to sleep, go into hibernation during the national

campaigns?

SENATOR MUSKIE: Virginia @emocracy has a great

- tradition of independence and I don't expect to see Virginia -

abandon that txadition. X don't think necessarily that that
is any cluvs as to what Virginia vil) do in an election cagpaign
QUESTiON: I an speaking, I rean, of the state or-
ganization itself, the state chairman.
SEFATOR MUSKIR: If you would identify tle state
organization for me, then I would try to ascertain wt;at its

dispositien is in this respect, From the little I know,

frem-the little I have-been told about it, this isn't as clear-

cut a picture as it might scen,

QUESTIONs How about Congressman Abbitt, who is the
state chairman? Bave you received any expression frow hiﬁ?

SERATOR MUSKIEs X haven't sought one.

QUESTION: Do you think it would be loglcal for him
Laing- the state chalman of the party to offer ons?

BENATOR MUSKIN: lLogically, that kind has evaporated
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in this election campaign. 7
QUESTION: Senator, did you talk to Semator McCarthy |
when you were in Washington yesterday?

EERATOR MUSKIE: I did a week ago or so. I am not

sure he is still in tAashington.

QUESTION: You did not?

SENATOR MUSKIE: No, I did not.

Thank you very much.,

(Vhereupon, the press conference was concluded.)
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