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Biographical Note

Carroll Minkowsky was born January 7, 1933 in Laatis Maine. His parents were Carroll
John and Catherine (Bergin) Minkowsky. They mdudrtliving operating a grocery and
variety store. He attended St. Patrick’s schoollaawliston High School. He worked for
WCOU radio for a time and studied briefly at Yalde is married with six children. He served
in the Maine House of Representatives from 19610689 and the Maine Senate from 1969 to
1985.
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Transcript
GregBeam: This is Greg Beam at the Muskie Archives in L, Maine on June 20th at
9:45 A.M. This is an oral history interview witha@oll E. Minkowsky, former Maine legislator

from Androscoggin County. Now, could you pleassesyour full name and spell it?

Carroll Minkowsky: My full name is Carroll E. Minkowsky, the spellj is C-A-R-R-O-L-L,
the last name is spelled M-I-N-K-O-W-S-K-Y.

GB: And what does the E stand for?



CM: Thatis Eugene.

GB: Allright. Now, when and where were you born?
CM: | was born in Lewiston.

GB: And when?

CM: And when was January 7th, 1933.

GB: All right, and what were your parents’ names?

CM: My father was also Carroll J., Carroll Johnd amy mother was Catherine Bergin
Minkowsky.

GB: Allright, and could you spell Catherine Bergin

CM: Hers was with a C, C-A-T-H-E-R-I-N-E, Bergin;lBR-G-I-N.

GB: Okay, now, what were your parents’ occupations?

CM: They had a small grocery store and varietyesto

GB: Didyou -?

CM: My father also during WWII worked at the So#brtland shipyard.

GB: So did you spend a lot of time in your parestste when you were a kid?
CM: The answer is yes.

GB: Allright, did you have any siblings?

CM: Unfortunately not.

GB: Allright. Now, how were your parents involvetdthe Lewiston, or Lewiston-Auburn
community when you were a kid?

CM: Basically on the Bergin side of the familgdes back to about 1897. And that’s when
Martin Bergin, who was a businessman developedt, dbiuilding on Lisbon Street, which was
just recently torn down known as the Bergin bldblat housed, the last owner was Sam Wise’s
Pawn Shop. And this was a historical building, abhi was quite sad to see being torn down but
| guess it was a necessity.

In addition to that, when St. Patrick’s Church wast, or completed in 1897, Martin Bergin,
the second had a large window. And | think thisa Bnly bringing this up for the historical



value of the Bergin family in Lewiston going badklae turn of the century when my
grandmother, Catherine Tierney came from Irelardtirayp grandfather William J. Bergin came
from England. And subsequently their oldest soa quite a prominent fighter in the city of
Lewiston during that particular segment of timeis Rliame was Tommy Bergin and, better
known as “Bear Cat” Bergin. And as an additionadetium to that Tommy Bergin, if
anybody’s familiar with Graziano’s Restaurant, whichink everybody is, if you go into room

or round two | think it is, you’ll see a large pice of Tommy Bergin on the wall. Later in life,
from fighting, he became totally blind, and he, afdourse as a child | used to bring him to
various locations on Lisbon Street. And back melarly forties was a time when, | meant 1940,
was a time when Lewiston was inundated with potdshand Tommy Bergin made the rounds
and knew all the people by their names, and itjuwstsa wonderful childhood experience to
actually grow up with a person with a handicap embdecome compassionate towards people
who might not be as fortunate as you and | aree Bérgin family expanded to the Tierney
family, which also had a small business in the oftauburn known as a laurel shop, and a, aunt
of mine named Sarah Tierney ran that particularaipm in Auburn. So over the years the
Bergin and Tierney family, and the Minkowsky famiilgve been involved in the business
community.

GB: Oh wow. So you have some strong roots in ttye ci
CM: 1 would say basically compared to many, thergjest, which I'm very proud of.

GB: All right, now, when you were growing up, wgdu mentioned your father working
during WWII, do you remember the war keenly fronuyohildhood?

CM: Only, of course | was only eight or nine yeafrage at the time, so | did not really recall
the, but my father was a, | would say a person was very involved in the political movement
as a Democrat but not being a figure that was atfrAnd he followed the news very closely,
and | would say kept me as a child very well infethas to what was going on and his point of
view as to the direction it took, and also his emgree coming from Europe and the problems
that was going to be created and were created.

And one of the most important factors, being altp#merican and being born in a society
where we’re very materialistic, he made a predictmme which stayed to me until this day:
that America, as powerful a nation as it is andaspassionate a nation as it is, if it did not, if
its people did not, as he said, go to the polls\anid for their candidates regardless of good or
bad, vote, that his prediction was that the Chinvesald overrule the world if we did not watch
the direction we were going in. And that was bicthe forties when that prediction came forth.
And if you look at the world today and the probkethat have been encountered and the
compromises America has made towards the Chinesgmoent, the reality of it is there if we
do not pay close attention and change our attittmleards a free society. It's free because
people like my father and Senator Muskie’s fatladro came from the old country, recognized
the trials and tribulations and difficulties thegdhand came to America and found their niche
and developed that niche and produced childrervibet leaders of this nation.

GB: So you would say your father instilled in yaery strong political and civic values?



CM: Precisely. In fact there was, at one pardicpbint, and | had never really paid close
attention to it, that | went to Braniewo, Polandrfgears ago with my wife as my daughter was
in the Netherlands at Emerson College. But we tbaleekend trip from the Netherlands
through Germany to Poland, went to a small towtedaBraniewo, Poland. And | think for the
first time, | had witnessed poverty in the Unitddt8s, but | never withessed poverty in the
country of Poland, but yet the happiness of th@smple were outstanding. The point being, we
also went to Auschwitz, to the prison camp, justetioforce the tragedies that took place in the
world.

And in a discussion with a first cousin who is nmaybe eighty-nine years of age, and | could
not, you really feel handicapped as an Americang@ito a foreign country and not being able
to communicate with them even though your name tbiglcommensurate with the Polish
nation. She indicated to me, “Did you ever reallzg your great-great-grandfather was burned
at a stake?” And | chuckled a little bit and | say¥ ou have to be kidding me,” in my, with my
translator. And she says, “No,” she says, “I'm sisgd your father never told you about that.
That his grandfather, who was very deeply involwethe political movement.” This was a time
when the Russians were moving into Poland andiieaihstant law became, “You are no longer
Roman Catholics, my friends, you are now Eastersskanm Orthodox.” And his name also was
John Minkowsky, and he protested. And he protestextich a point that he formed a coalition,
and the only way they could overcome him was taalbt arrest him and use him as an example
and burn him at the stake. So that was one pietedrussians, of the Minkowsky side of the
family that | was never aware of until four yeagodecause that was never discussed.

My father really never really discussed the oldrdoy shall we say, because he was so in tune
with the American dream. And it's amazing how #@go come from other nations can fully
appreciate and understand the, what we have im#tien. And those of us who come up
through the ranks, lived in a free society, andattiéude after WWII with most people was,
especially in a mill community like Lewiston, thieae shop community, which was major
occupations back in the forties, is, “I do not wamsee my sons and daughters work in the mills
or the shoe shops. | will take what is necessasacrifices to get them into college.” And that
was the attitude that had people, beside buyingelspaecided to fulfill their desires because of
the way they were brought up very poor. And thmetbackground at the time, whether it be
Irish, Polish, Italian, Russians, Lithuanians, wivathad as a mixture in Lewiston at the time,
they genuinely believed that they want their clgtdto attain a goal or objective much more
than they could.

And they also indicated very clearly; that's pdrthe reason why they came to America,
because they did not enjoy being in a caste systehe old country. We know about the Indian
caste system, but in ethnic groups, if your fathas a carpenter, then you're expected to learn
his trade. If he was a hand sewer then you’d leam to become a hand sewer and so forth and
so on. That's a synopsis of that part of it.

GB: Now you mentioned that your family in the olmbaotry was Roman Catholic?

CM:  Oh, absolutely.



GB: Did your family remain Roman Catholic?
CM:  All the way through to the present day.
GB: So your parents instilled in you also very stroeligious values?

CM: From the Irish perspective, which was veryywarong on my mother’s side of the
family, and being Roman Catholic on my father'sesid the family, the combination really,

what you had reservations about growing up a ygdmgrican you take for granted, the
reinforcements were there, put on by the parets the simplistic thing, even though my
mother was very fluent, naturally, she was borhawiston. But my father wasn’t, and he, he
was a strong believer in, | would not say fromvievpoint of being a religious person but
believing in the values of his faith and simply isgyyou can go to any other faith but basically
what your faced with is a decision, and that isedagpon the Commandments. And he says, “If
you live by those,” he says, “you should have rabfgms at all.” And really, you can have all
the laws, we have millions of laws that either hagen on the books or replaced over the years
to suit changing times, but yet if you follow thgsarticular simplistic rules it gets you through
life very nicely.

GB: So what church did you attend as a child?

CM:  St. Patrick’s Church.

GB: Do you still attend St. Patrick’s?

CM:  Still attend, yes.

GB: Allright, so where did you go to school, elentagy school, and -?

CM: We started off, of course at that time it Wias, | lived in Lewiston on South Avenue,
we still owned a home there, so we started off W#rtel School, but it was interesting because
we also at that particular time had the beginnigs Catholic School known as Holy Cross.
But even though most of the neighborhood were yauag and women who were from the
French families that matriculated to Holy Cross, fatyper- mother felt it was more incumbent
that | go to Martel. Spent a year in Martel, ootyears in Martel, and then moved on to St.
Patrick’s School, what was then called Wallace Bfaied School, and subsequently went on to,
graduated from. Then moved on to Jordan Schoaliugited from the eighth grade at Jordan
School in Lewiston, on to Lewiston High. And thaasithe time the Korean conflict was in
place, and after graduating | had made a commitfeemhilitary service and within four days
after graduation of June of 1951 went on to myitservice.

GB: Now, what were your experiences in the military

CM: 1 would say that as a young person with lichiiée skills that it broadened your horizons
tremendously during a short three-year span of.tilrdid not want to make a career out of the



military, but | felt it was a very important appege to my life’'s experiences. The end result
being that, number one, as a single son in a hgmeleave home and go into, instantly into a
military base. You're re-orientated to your regulatues because this is a serious confrontation,
or conflict as referred to at that time. But itsathe experiences of getting up at five o’clock or
earlier in the morning, of making your bed, follmgithe rules and regulations, which were no
problem, it was just marvelous. But it was the cadaship of all the guys from all over the
United States that | was melted into, into a uAihd that experience was outstanding, really.
Some of those people today I'm still in contacthwit

GB: Where were you stationed?

CM: The first base was actually in Boston, andsiaeond base was in Norfolk, Virginia.

And from Norfolk we were able to work, they werelking for, well, actually | was on a, then
they transferred me back to Portland, Maine, thaliat it was. And we had a large ship called
an ABP, which was basically a Coast Guard cuttaatiher ship. But during that segment of
time also we were on patrol for foreign enemiekihg off the coast of Newfoundland, Iceland,
Maine, all the way down the coast. So then we,aasdcond part of that duty was to provide
weather information to the United States WeatheviSe. So you were patrolling the coast and
then part of, and one of the crews that we werdhmy, were split up, they were put on to
another ship, and they patrolled the coast of Katehe time. | was looking forward to it just
for the outside experience, and it never madeas just, | guess it was a lottery that they held at
the time, and certain names were selected, andwasenot. But that would have been an
additional experience that | could have enjoyed.

GB: Did your time in the military have an impactyour political or social views?

CM: It had a tremendous impact on my, the soéeals because many of the young men |
was involved with were black men. And being a herher, you know, you just never paid
attention to the war between the North and thetsoMbu looked upon them as decent human
beings with skills and talents maybe far supetantmine. And these people brought in their
southern heritage and the trials and tribulatibwey tvent through, which, when | was in high
school studying the problems of democracy in Angaribistory, you just got a cursory overview
of the entire thing but not an in depth evaluati®a.it was really, from that perspective you
could relate more clearly to the movements dowrttfg@and especially during the Martin Luther
King era when those movements really became extyeviwent and deadly.

So a lot of those people were southern gentlenegnltiballed them southern gentlemen, and one
| was in the hospital with at the Norfolk, | wastla¢ Marine hospital in Norfolk, Virginia. And |
can recall walking outside the hospital with himgde says, “Maybe we should not be seen
together.” And I’'m saying, “Why not?” He says, 8] he says, “you’re white,” and he says,
“I'm black,” and he says, “people will be looking@they’re going to criticize you for it.” |

says, “Forget it.” And | was only nineteen yeatrage at the time. | says, “My business, my
discussion with you is our concern and nobody sl$ef somebody says something, I'm
prepared to address it. So that was, the change lbwame in at the ideal time really. It was not
just reading about it and studying it, it was altyulasing it in the service, living with the peogl
who were going through that transition.



GB: Did you encounter any racial tensions? | mé&npw you were aware that they were

there and you met some African-Americans. Did gee the other end of it, other perhaps white
-?

CM: White? |, the answer is yes. The reason bitiagthese young men who came into the
military service during the Korean conflict, thegm® brought up in an environment where you
would be mean, you would abuse anybody else whootvees than white. So their attitude was
entirely different. They wanted to, they believadegregation. But | did not hold that against
them only because as young people they grew umirenvironment. | did not grow up being a
prejudiced person because |, you don’t have toayoibd Lewiston, Maine to recognize being a
very prejudiced individual. Look at our French plgtion in Lewiston over the years that came
in from Canada, and they were highly criticizedtly Yankee establishment. The Polish were
the same way. The Irish were the same way. Saddfswith all my background living in this
community, | didn’t have to leave the communityéoognize the abuse the human being could
be subjected to just from living in one communifnd | really believe that made quite a
difference in my whole attitude, being raised witople of different cultures.

GB: So where did you go after- how long did yowsen the military?
CM: It was three years.
GB: Three years. And what did you do after thbised years?

CM: After three years | came back to Lewiston amght married during the interim period of
time from 1951 and 1953, | was married, and wemtddk for a radio station, WCOU in
Lewiston, owned by Faust Couture. And that wagharagreat experience. And then | tried to
take advantage as much as possible at the timettrig into college, and | was accepted by
Yale University. | went there for about six montHut then, being a married man, we were
expecting my first son and | had to make a chace you going to stay in New Haven,
Connecticut or come back to Lewiston, Maine? Sacamae back and we took additional courses
at the University of Maine at the time. We're jg#drting off with outside students.

So | worked my way through an associate degredtardcontinued on and never fully
completed, within two semesters of getting my bkecaate degree. But | felt | overcame that
to a certain degree because then |, we had twdrehil Bear in mind, I'm a, we’re at the typical
French community where families were important sizé of family was extremely important,
and I'm proud to say my wife, being totally Frenalg raised four sons and two daughters.

GB: Now, what's your wife’'s name?
CM:  Muriel, M-U-R-I-E-L.

GB: And did you get a sense of, you know, you saiel was French, did you get a sense of her
French heritage in Lewiston?



CM:  Absolutely.
GB: She also grew up in Lewiston?

CM:  She grew up, we went through high school togiet And I'm proud to say that Muriel
did, raising the family we had, did, through mutaatouragement of each other, did go to the
University of Maine Augusta and got her associagrée. Then matriculated into the University
of Maine Farmington and got her baccalaureate @ggreducation and was moving into the
masters program and was a full time teacher ilLévaston system as well as in the Buckfield-
Hartford SAD 39 as a special education teachdrimgtust last year, besides raising six
children. So when I look at her background beatglly French, and the strong ethnic desire of
her and her family, she was the only one out ofktiige family that went to college and
graduated. And | guess this was one thing thatwiee parents went to the University of Maine
Farmington to see her graduation, it was a veryingpgxperience for them because they never
thought that their children would attain a collegkication.

And | guess basically this motivated my oldest Stteyve, who basically now is the assistant
treasurer of the Maine Democratic party, who was deputy director of the Maine Worker’s
Compensation Commission in Augusta, who, duringytrea's | was in both the Maine house of
representatives as well as the Maine senate, tgqabays to Augusta as pages to let them see the
political experience. To let them witness publiaiiegs and to let them meet first hand the
people who are making the laws. To meet the g@mremeet the department heads. And |

would say from that perspective, all four of my severe exposed to state politics. And
interestingly enough, three are working in munitgaernment today, and one is working in
state government.

GB: Allright, let's back up for one second. Whiad you do at the radio station, WCOU,
COA, I'm sorry.

CM: No, it's WCOU.
GB: COU.

CM: Yup, COU. And basically that was, that statreas named after a very prominent
individual whose name was Faust Couture, and the €&ne from his last name. And he was a
Army colonel, a very, very regimented individuak lauvery warm, compassionate person. And
for a short time | worked both in advertising inesa writing copies, writing scripts, putting

them on the air and doing some commercials, meetittgsome of the radio personalities of the
time, working along with them. So | did both amé work as well as sales work. It was a very
interesting career, but | had to move on. And at articular point | purchased, got involved in
the purchase of a credit bureau, then two crede#dus. And during the sixties, this is when the
credit bur-, credit industry was changing dramdligcand it was an ideal opportunity to sell out

And that's when my, and of course, | have to gkbatso back in the fifties, we’re going back
after | got married when Senator Muskie was run@is@ candidate for governor of the state of
Maine. So between my own personal heritage anththeence | observed with Ed Muskie, |



think that really gave me the impetus | neededtply say, if another Polish-American can do
what he has accomplished, maybe in some infinit@sivay | can accomplish something on a
local basis. Maybe not to the degree he did, biezsst, we're looking at it objectively, that if
you can be elected and serve your constituentcaonstructive way ethically and honestly, then
you will find that your small contribution contrites to the economy and to the evolution to the
state of Maine and to the nation.

So I've got to look at my dear friend and say tinat, the major motivating factor but as part of
the political process, because when | first meMtdkie, he was just a charming, warm,
compassionate man from Rumford, Maine who was seftyspoken, who had a clear agenda.
And this is interesting because at that partictihae, at least my recollection was of the
formation of the Democratic Party. A lot of our &d@eople, whether Judge Alton Lessard, who
| knew quite well; John Maloney was another perdarese were people, | was much younger
than they were but | observed their strategiestieid rationale and the development of the
format as far as his campaign. And | think toddaewyou talk to any one of the political
candidates, they always look to Lewiston, Maingvhere the Democrats are.

And, you know, it's interesting because the millrikers and shoe shop workers were Democrats
and union people, but on the other hand they webedy’s fool. | would say one of the things
that interested me with Lewiston was in Lewistolitjps a statement was made that you can
come to Lewiston, and our people in Lewiston wdtdn to you. They're glad to shake your
hand and smile, but at the polls they’ll shake ymanfidence. And | think that’s been proven
time and time again, that we are independent, we bar own particular agenda, we’re proud of
what we have accomplished. We do not want to beridninated against.

And | believe compared to, and that was part ofr#tenale, | think, as to why | was easily
elected both to the Maine House of Representatimdssubsequently to the Maine Senate,
running against the sitting mayor of the city ofAliston at the time and prevailing over him two
and a half to one votes on election day. That wéxeard of at the time. And that was my, when
my third, and in fact my wife was in the hospitalidering my fourth son, James Minkowsky, at
the time. It was interesting that all | did i3 had no campaign staff, | didn’t, | think whenainr
against the mayor of Lewiston and won, my totalesiture was three hundred ninety-one
dollars and seventy-four cents. | thought I'd brthis out as a point of interest. And that was
when | went into the 104th Maine senate, which ®&69.

GB: Now, what originally prompted you to run foethlouse of Representatives?

CM: Part of the rationale at the time was beintpen | was a store manager for Montgomery
Ward's before | got involved in the credit bureaowament. | found that we had many fine
people in Lewiston, and | observed the make up@fid Lewiston city council, known as the
board of mayor and aldermen, and what | found wasynfine individuals that had good ideas
but did not know how to articulate those ideas aoastructive way. And what that brought
about was so much internal fighting in the commuainhongst those aldermen, and it was those
jockeying for position, not looking at the needsla# people but looking out for their own
particular things.



And being interested in public service, it was dtaraof saying, well, | may not like what |
observe locally. Because when you look at Lewisémal a lot of people don’t really look at this
objectively, we are in a very dynamic community e Wave here Bates College; it's been here
since before Bates, just around the time Bates\Wéhl organized. We have Central Maine
Medical Center; we have St. Mary’s Hospital. We laggreat nucleus of professional people

and business people in Lewiston who did not waigetonvolved in Lewiston municipal
government. And this reflected very badly whensagt state representatives and state senators
to Augusta who really could not articulate our reeed@hey were just what | would refer to as
conformists.

And as fine a person, I'm not saying anything agiginem, but they were not what we were
looking at as, when you look at the Portland ddiegaCumberland county, when you look to
Penobscot county with Bangor, at least they sewhdazeople who had specific skills and talents
that really knew how to communicate, where Lewisdlemeloped a horrible, horrible reputation
in Augusta.

And this brings to mind something that | never Iseahderstood until | went in the Maine
legislature. | can recall, it was during the 10®&mwislature, we were having a lot of bills
pertaining to the old charter. And the politiciangAugusta, the state representatives and state
senators, really did not communicate with the ladfitials. And when it came to union issues,
it amounted to, don’t get involved with our locapresentative; we will legislate a law for the
firemen, for the police department, which circumeeithe local people who were elected to
serve Lewiston. That brings to mind what they tbalhed “Lewiston Days”. Did you ever hear
that term, “Lewiston Days"?

GB: | haven't.

CM: Okay, Lewiston Days was when the Maine legjis&arecognizing the poor quality and
the poor caliber of individuals we had in Augustaowcame there with all their baggage of all
these infinitesimal little bills, and the legisleguvould basically cease operation for two or three
days and allow all these Lewiston bills to be heartle committee would pump them out, they
would go on the floor of the house and the sernhése guys would scrap and holler and scream
and criticize and condemn each other. And they wwld go in the senate and they would do
similar things. And after that the legislaturatsiwisdom would just Kill all the different bills

off and go back to the peoples’ business. Nowdlsatrt of a sad commentary. That's what
Lewiston Days were presented. When | first hedidesviston Days, | assumed what it meant
that all the goods and products that were manufadtun our community were going to be on
display in Augusta. Far beyond my expectation#nish out what Lewiston Days really was all
about.

Fortunately because of the diligence of the Freyeiple, the Italian people, the Polish,
everything else in our community who did not likbat'they saw. And we have to give a great
deal of credit to the teachers in the Lewiston stbgstem during that segment of time who
observed the very, very same things. They motilyaiethey instilled public service. And a lot
of these people went on to higher education, whidcbave been an asset to the city of
Lewiston, to the state of Maine, but after attagniheir objectives and higher education could



not make a living in the city of Lewiston or in te@ate of Maine. So then we were faced with an
out migration of our skills and talents. Connadtin particular, Massachusetts, New York,
points west were the beneficiaries of what we peedun Lewiston. But at least the parents of
those children who went on to higher educationsuitbequently great jobs did make
contributions nation wide.

But they came back to retire in the state of Maoran the city of Lewiston. So we did not have
access to their productive years, which was peatty And, but on the other hand, you know,
you really have to be objective and say that ystigan’t deteriorate in a certain, there was no
other, there was no business growth taking plaailjke there is today. And when you look at
that part of the equation, it brings up a very imi@ot thing: we’re in the northeast end of the
country. Cost of goods coming in, cost of mater@ming in, cost of transportation, wages,
you are not in the hub where you can manufactuocglgand distribute them in all areas. Like, if
you're in Detroit, Michigan for example, you knoygu can go north, south, east, or west. You
can just, where do you go in the northeast? Sagally were left with a small business
community carrying the load, hopefully that you laadinfusion of younger people coming in
with new ideas to really generate interest and growthe state of Maine.

GB: So you felt the obligation to better represemir community in the legislature?

CM: When you're young, in your thirties, the ansvgeyes. You felt that you understood the
history and the trials and tribulations of the deayf Lewiston. You felt that, you know, I’'m not
a Rhodes scholar, please believe me, and | counhé cowheres near being a Rhodes scholar,
but the bottom line is you had basic principledillesl and you felt that your communication
with people was adequate, that you would listetiméon and you would articulate those points of
view. And sometimes, even as a Democrat in arremwient like Augusta, you were considered
somewhat of a renegade. Why? Only because thesta@wagenda was far different than the
Augusta agenda or primarily the Portland, Cumberi@ounty agenda versus the Penobscot
County agenda, Bangor, Maine.

So you really had to have a balancing act betweemvto of them, simply say, you know, this
might be fine for the Portland people, who mighirbé&eadership, who are developing their own
agenda to grow their market, and the people in Baggwing their market. But when it came
to helping Lewiston grow its market, it wasn’t taerThe old term was, and | recall this very
clearly because, when the Maine Turnpike Authasigs going to be dissolved, | was the person
who wrote the bill, sponsored the bill to dissollie Maine Turnpike Authority, to matriculate it
into the part of Transportation and to open thednea six mile corridor, to open our industrial
and commercial base along a hundred six mile carrid\nd strangely enough | got it through
the first year, and the second special sessiorghwikia fifty-day session, the bill was killed.

And I'm saying, “What happened to the Lewiston dek&gon? What happened to the Auburn
delegation?” They were then a swing delegatioryl$dwung to the needs of Portland; they
swung to the needs of Bangor. And this became nhavas glad to see this come to a better
light when the postal service decided to make ddyidlewiston, using it as a ploy. And a lot of
people never realized it was a ploy. And we sawiks®n and Auburn unify. It was not the
political part of the whole thing that unifiedmtas the nuts and bolts and the people that spoke
out originally, the ones who run the community, ple®ple who contributed to the community



merged their efforts together. And they negotiated] they made their points crystal clear, but
they lost. But it went to show how effective agpave are in the city of Lewiston and Auburn
and in pointing out very clearly, we are just asdjas anybody else in the state of Maine
including the Portland group or the Bangor gro&md | think this is the first time Lewiston
really had a good understanding of what was taglage.

| had that experience many years back becausesiimgyy said, well Portland delegation, they
don’t want to get involved in the turnpike issug Bangor did not want to get, because they
already had 1-95 going through it, five exits gothgough Bangor, so they had everything going
for them. We had nothing. And they simply say3arroll, this is really a Lewiston issue.” So
that really Kills the whole thing right at that peular point. But when it came to their issues,
the Democratic stronghold of the state of Maine,dhy of Lewiston, was of paramount
importance. You follow me?

GB: Ohyeah, | follow you.

CM: And they, so they would always say this istikartland, this is the nucleus of the
Democratic Party; we need your support for Portldodthe airport expansion in Portland. We
had the same opportunities back in the fifties witrenNavy relinquished everything to the city
of Auburn, for the airport, to get money going &vdlop that airport. It was a good central
location. But you could, you had so much inteffigiting, both at the local, is it going to be
called the Auburn-Lewiston Airport, or is it going be called the Lewiston-Auburn Airport?
Who the hell cares, you know, as long as you caunadlg put the thing together. But this is
some of the trials and tribulations that you angjestted to.

In answer to your question, | felt that | could reakcontribution. To what extent | did not
know, but at least | said, you know, | could gothre, read the bills, go to the public hearings,
listen to the testimony, ask the necessary questimovide the information | gathered to the
local newspaper, and then get feedback from théqpuhAnd then make a, what | consider a
valid decision. That was a very simplistic fornt@mtise. And in my estimation it was very
effective. And if I had to do it over again, Ikil’d maintain the same independence. Yes, I'm
a Democrat, but I'm not a damn fool, okay? Thithesthing that you really have to say. | have
to really be able to justify in my own thinkingwias born and raised in this community, I'm
proud of this community, and | just want to be dina I’'m projecting what I’'m hearing. Maybe
not the majority, but whatever person is calling their point of view as to the direction we
should be moving in.

Sometimes as a Democrat you're criticized by thens) you're criticized by your own
leadership. But it's a matter of saying, | did whéelt was the right thing at the time for my
community. And if more people would not becomefoamist and try to evaluate their
responsibility as a legislator, they’d be more &sstul. And the other thing is, it was also d tria
balloon. Why? How does a guy with the name ChNatkowsky in the city of Lewiston, a
French community, make the inroads to serve thatyrgaars in the Maine legislature? The old
scenario went, you have to be French . . .

End of Sde A



SdeB
GB: Allright, go ahead, you were saying?

CM: There were fourteen Democrat candidates rgnfointhe house seats. There were six
house seats in Lewiston at large, never had distoack then. And Ken Curtis was then
secretary of state, and Bob Couturier was maydeuwifiston, and | met Ken on a few occasions,
but | really never knew him that well. And therene six seats entrenched with the hardcore do-
gooder with his own agenda who basically wantdoeta figurehead to be glorified. | think it's
a safe way of saying glorified. And | know Sendthrskie at the time came across that same
element, and he had some very serious, the me&k,mamble individual he was had some very
serious run ins with that particular group, whoplyrsays, “If you're in the city of Lewiston,
you’re going to do as we say if we're going to sopyou. Otherwise you’re not getting out
support.” And I think in his own warm, compassittneay, maybe by not saying anything or
maybe saying something. | understand in the pasthte has articulated his points quite well.
To hell with you guys, we’ll do it our way. Youtker come along with us or follow your own
trend.

And of those fourteen seats, a guy named Minkowskink was the only other than French
name on that particular ballot, oh yes, one othgentleman by the name of Mr. Moore, were
the only two non-French names. Six seats. | darfeurth in that primary election, out of
fourteen candidates, at which point a certain iildial had a fecal hemorrhage saying, “Who the
hell is he? Where did he come from?” And madepibiat to call, and | knew of the gentleman,
and | just listened but made no remarks. And Ild@ay very proudly in the general election
came in second. And from that day forward | hadgémn my toes continually defending what |
was doing.

And one of the, and this is an infinitesimal lith#l, small but extremely important. We did have
a college in the city of Lewiston known as BlisssBiess College located on Lisbon Street. And
Bliss College was made up of a board of directbiean St. Pierre, Dr. Norman Gauvreau, and
Marty Rosenthal, and a Mrs. Remick and a gentlenyathe name of Basil Seguin. Since 1897
they operated that small business. And this was, @ the business people who are presently in
nursing homes in Lewiston or who have died, whoenextremely successful, did graduate from
Bliss College. But until | really took a handle trvat particular bill, Bliss College was never an
accredited institution. It never legally could uke term college in its name. And then what |
did is | met with the board of directors. They sen a letter encouraging me to sponsor
legislation, two bills. One, that they legally ube name college, and number two that they
could grant the associate degree in businesssmi@mce | think it was at the time.

And | researched, spent a lot, that was the firs 1 was on the education committee, which |
was very proud of as a member of the city of LesvistWho from Lewiston ever made it to the
education committee? That was really a greatrfgedi satisfaction. Anyway, the bill did not
have the approval of certain political people ie dity of Lewiston. That's what I’'m saying
about the trials and tribulations | went throudghhad to be cleared by these so-called
“influential Democrats”. | didn’t go to them. Arte end result was that these board members
were called by certain individuals and threaten§@/ho do you think you were to give this



freshman legislator, this house member, this paerdill? You have to clear it through me, |

am the senior member of that delegation.” He tagkd those board members to such a point
that they sent me a second letter saying, “Wouldplease withdraw the bills?” At which point

| knew that that letter was coming from one of bloard members. | just kept the letter, never
opened it, and that letter | still have today, rag kas it, it has never been opened. And that was
the request to withdraw the legislation.

Why did | get involved with Bliss College? Veryrgile. It was the cheapest way our kids from
poor families could go on to higher education. yrbeuld not pay the cost to go into the
University of Maine system. They could not affoodeave home; they had to work locally. Can
you think of a better way of having a local estsitanent where these young men and women
could work in our community, could go to colleget their education, and then hopefully with
the wisdom of the University of Maine system, thossdits could be transferred into the
University of Maine system. Reluctantly, but we goound it, too.

After that, | pursued going through the processnf] | debated that bill to the point where
people were just sick and tired of hearing from rhibbied it until people would just simply
say, “Carroll, just don’t talk to me about it anyther. We’ll go with you.” Now, that bill came
out of the education committee, and they only kadnhembers on the committee at the time,
back in those days. Nine to one, ought not to,gasgght not to pass, and yet | got that bill
through. Ought not to pass. | debated it orflder of the house when Dave Kennedy was
Speaker of the House, and | just made it very dleatrials that Lewiston had gone through
over the years, that we deserved the opportunisgta our youngsters on to higher education.
And if they were going to discriminate against Lstwn, then vote against this particular bill. If
you believe in what I'm doing, then you vote foaitd we passed the bill in the house.

But that was not the end of it, | had to go toMmesne senate, and some of the members on the
Maine senate were on the education committee. R@gew in particular was an educator who
articulated a scenario which was unbelievable gbthis is a college that doesn’t have a library,
and this is a college that doesn’t have certifesthers. Isn’t it horrible to subject those
youngsters to incompetence?’ At which point, whemmentioned that, | took him apart,
literally. We had, no, we did not have certified¢hers, we had all the retired teachers who
taught thirty and forty years in the Lewiston angb@rn school systems who were then teaching
the basics of accounting and everything else tbhatneeded. We did not have a library, no, but
they had access to the Bates College library, lagyl had access to the Lewiston public library
as well as the Auburn library. They did not haweit own endowed library like a lot of the
institutions have; they were a very small instduti

We then moved from Lisbon Street onto Pine Steeed,they developed a beautiful campus
where now the Burpee Funeral Home is located araliple of other buildings. And we

brought in kids from not only Lewiston or Auburnevad them from all over the state of Maine.
In fact two members of the Maine Senate over #aythat were not, they were students. The
first class that graduated with the associate @eigrecience, became state senators. The Board
of Education was influenced, the state Board ofdation was influenced by the political
delegation, and they really raised havoc with thtesepoints: not an adequate library, not
certified teachers. And some of the teachers tfaelyin that institution were far greater than



some of the people we have today at Bates Coll¥ge. want to use a good analogy between,
because I'm in this area right now. And those peeomre dedicated. They motivated these
young people, they guided them, they directed theoause they wanted to see them succeed.
And up until the time when small colleges were hgwa difficult, about 1965 or ‘66 many small
colleges were going belly up because they did aselenough resources come in, they did not
have endowments, they did not have grants, thepalidhave people making pledges to the
community, to the college. And that was the enBlifs Business College. Had it not been for
the trials of the nineteen mid-sixties, that, itubhave been a flourishing institution today.

So that is part of the, so the bottom line is hbthdegree was approved by the state and the
ability to use the term college legally in the nawas accepted. That was one of the beginnings
of, say in Lewiston, | recognize what is happeningcognize what we have for children. And
you people will be far superior, but if | can, i€&n just have a degree of influence in helping
you move on to help you fulfill your dreams as wadlthe satisfaction of your parents by seeing
you go on to higher education, then I've accomglish lot. So that is one example, and | think
this is part of the reason why | was successfaliiming for the Maine senate. Because | was
able, because we had the local newspapers hald afiier article on their, people, testimonies,
letters to the editor simply saying this is oneéhaf best things that's happened locally. Other
than having Bates College here we have now.

Bates College at the time would not recognize, ahiaut discrimination, would not recognize
young people from Lewiston unless they had a lohohey that would come onto this campus.
But the average person could not come into Batdlegs So we can talk about discrimination
from another perspective, in this area. And thas part of the motivation why | felt Bliss
College should be another alternative as well asadsity of Maine.

GB: Okay, so what were some, during your time aldgislature at any point, what were
some other important bills or issues to Lewistotodhe state at large that you tackled?

CM: 1guess I, there were so many particularst,jy all, the major, the ones, the three that |
can focus on quickly because | have lived it moas the Bliss College issues, those two bills,
closing down the Maine Turnpike Authority when theonds were going to expire and have it
become part of the Department of Transportatioh walls, but opening it up to our people, and
to have egress on and off the pike at a reasorabte And that was only primarily to keep up
the, upkeep and maintenance of the Maine Turnpglcalse it was developed differently than I-
95, and the federal government could not make anyributions to a private road, which that
was back since 1947.

The third bill, which | found a lot satisfaction, iwas the Sunday sales bill. And when you talk
about the Sunday sales bill, most people would lsisipun during that segment of time. Now
the Sunday sale, what we’re looking at at the isnetail Sunday sales were going on anyway
in stores in the city of Lewiston or Auburn witlvdi, and Portland in particular at the malls and
the Bangor mall that had five thousand squaredekdss. They could be open on Sundays from,
a limited time, maybe from | think nine to one wetve to five or something like that. And how

| got involved in that particular bill was, as | sveampaigning for the senate, people would say,
“What's happening?” We can go to New Hampshire,weadtan buy stuff on Sunday. And it



takes two of us in our family to make the money #re only time we have together is Sunday.”
So you have to look at this objectively, the iefhge of the religious community simply saying
it's a law in the state and the influence of thei@locommunity saying, that's wonderful. We
concur Sunday'’s a special day, and we want itmare that way, but we have to have access to
goods and services because times are changing.

So | drove to New Hampshire to a small mall, asdw busses coming in from Lewiston with
all the senior citizens on them, and I, they reegphwho | was and | simply said, “I'm down
here for one reason: I'm going to write a bill dimd going to sponsor a bill for retail Sunday
sales in Maine on Sunday. Would you support itPiey said, “Why do you think we’re down
here? We can't get service in Lewiston, so we'nmiog to New Hampshire.” And so I, then |
met a gentleman from Rockland, Maine, and thidyesllidified the entire thing, who was
loading a refrigerator on the back of a small pipkiruck. And | walked up to him, and |
identified myself, and | told him | was, why did beme to New Hampshire to buy his
refrigerator? It just so happened he worked ferDinagon Cement Company on odd shifts, and
his wife worked in a nursing home in the Rocklaneba Now these people don'’t even live in
my senatorial district, just Mainers, and he séps, you think | would, do you think she’d

allow me to buy a refrigerator without her inputit? And the only time she had available was
a Sunday. So that's why they could not buy thixigerator in Maine, so | looked at it from
another point of view: this will boost the economythe state of Maine.

Subsequently we put the bill through. | got int@ wayal battle with Robert Reny, who runs one
of the largest retail stores, Reny’s DepartmenteStan Maine, who was then president of the
Maine Merchant’s Association, who was violently oped to retail Sunday sales. “What you
can do on Sunday, you can do on Monday,” was teean And so | persisted, and | got the
committee to vote that bill as it was split, a sppmmittee report. And | was able to muster up
some people who warmly believed in it but reallyrevafraid of their own political. That's one
thing about politicians is that they get fearfultlo¢ir next election, and but anyway we were able
to get it through the house and through the serfatel did, | was the only, I'm the first person

to actually have retail Sunday sales through lagah, bear in mind from Lewiston, not from
Portland or Bangor, that allowed retail Sundaysale a limited basis.

| debated this on Channel 6 with, well | was a pregnt of retail Sunday sales, and Danny
Wellehan, Wellehan Shoe Company, another Lewiseragnm, was opposed to retail Sunday
sales. And Fred Nutter was the moderator for Cala®n And that particular debate, me
showing the advantages of Maine people, not oignfan economic point of view but from a
business point of view, really brought it aboutafthey, and I, and the final thing is |
encouraged them, “If you believe in what I'm sayiogll your legislator,” and they did. And we
got, that bill went sailing through, signed by tievernor.

Then of course two years later there was a referargponsored by Shaw’s Supermarket saying,
we don’t want limited Sunday sales, we want to opem@ny time. And that went to the people,
and the people voted then for Sunday sales. Beaat it took, | felt very proud of the fact | was
a nucleus behind starting it off anyway. Not bessaiwas a promoter or prone to doing it year
round, but on a limited basis. And it was doneg timng | did bring out, it was done on such a
basis of, the most significant time of the yeaMiaine was from Thanksgiving until Christmas,



and we promoted on that particular basis and sdeckeeThere’s been many others, but I, we
don’t have enough time to go through all those.

GB: Sure, sure. Now, during your time in the l&gigre, particularly your earlier days, who
were some of the major players in Maine politics?

CM: In Maine, Republicans or Democrats?
GB: Either.

CM: Either? Okay, I've got to look at, since vd®ped a reputation of being a very
independent thinker one of the, one of the majayqis, | have to give the man a great deal of
credit. He is a very fair-minded, a very knowledgle person, a man with a lot of charisma. He
could, he couldunintelligible word) you very quickly, but he had a very, very pleasanile.

His name is Bennett Katz, K-A-T-Z. He lives in Aigia, Maine and he’s a Republican, not a
Democrat. And Bennett is one person that you ctakd an issue to and dissect it, evaluate it,
analyze it, disseminate it, and he didn’t care lyow came, at least he gave you food for
thought. So, because any piece of legislation gfwre is innumerable variables- variations
involved. There’s no set way that you can say, gamit craft and say this one will serve
everybody well, it just, you do the best you capurtting things together. And on many
occasions | could not turn to the Lewiston delegabecause we didn’t have anybody there at
the time that really could understand educatiossies or economic issues. Again, it's not
criticism, it’s just | had to find people that llifeomfortable in discussing it with and that
appreciated their assessment or evaluation ofshing

Another Republican named Ralph Brewer, who wasatse from Bath, Maine, or Sagadahoc
County, was another individual that was a verylgiockan and spent most of his time in a chair
in the senate retirement room, and when the seveten session, would sit at his desk. But
people missed a great opportunity by knowing R&8pdwer because he was such a wonderful
individual, a great listener but a guy who could §hings in its proper perspective. And | guess
it was my third term in the senate, he passed aiagy.| had served on a committee with him,
which was a subcommittee from the committee orspartation. And he was just, let’s see,
Ralph, I think there was one thing, you just briagnind something that.

In one day, of course being quite young at the jtemnel | felt quite aggressive, maybe dynamic
in my own mind, maybe in the minds of other pedpl@asn’t. | was sitting in the retirement
room with Ralph Brewer, and he said to me, “Cayiadl a state senator what, how do you define
politics?” And instantly, you know, you're lookirfgr all the good, sound, logical, constructive
reasons about politics. And he said to me, andhatias is only my second term in the Maine
senate, he says, “Well,” he says, “those ideagaoe, but” he says “I'm going to give you the
true definition of politics.” So | listened verytentively; | never forgot it. He says, “Carroll,
politics number one, is the art of looking for tbée, number two, finding that trouble
everywheres, number three, diagnosing the probheariectly, and number four, applying
unsuitable remedies.”

Now you put that little formula together and coatel that with anything we see going on today



and a lot of those things really fall into placEhat’s one reason why lobbying is so intense
today, that's why soft money is so readily avadabécause it's not the legislators that’'s making
decisions. It's this corporate interest, it’s thested interests, it's the professional interehbts, t
hospitals, no matter who it is. Everybody has teeha, and they’re paying big bucks, and these
poor pawns who are elected by the people are thg who are saying, gee, which direction do |
go in so | don't alienate too many people and jitget this money coming in, whether it's

hard money or soft money? But, and when you matteéquation into that particular formula that
Ralph Brewer mentioned to me, it's more pronourtogidy than it was back in the sixties and
seventies and eighties.

GB: Were there any other major figures that commitad?

CM: The one, yes, | never understood northern ®Mtorany degree until | sat down with
Senator Elmer Violette. And | could understandtkelmore clearly why the people of the St.
Johns Valley felt highly discriminated against, naty because they were French but because
they had a remote area. The largest county istdte of Maine, and they had to assert themself
much more aggressively than the average persou.thare’s one county that really sent quality
people. | don’t care what people say about JohriiMadle’s still a fine person; he was a very,
he was a leader. He might have, people may na appreciated at times his strategies, but as
far as his people were concerned in Aroostook Goud took care of them.

Senator Elmer Violette, who just passed away, heamather person. He had a different
character altogether, but a person who was warntamgpassionate and could say that what is
good for Aroostook County, or what is good. Whaytlised to say | think was what is good for
Maine is good for Aroostook county, and this is sot Aroostook County has its own particular
unique problems with its children moving on to hegeducation. They don’t want to be into a
system of just saying we’re just potato farmersnftbe day we learn how to put a hoe in our
hand until the day we die. We want to do othengki There’s another person, I'm glad you
brought that up, Elmer Violette was extremely intpot, and his son Paul that | also served in
the senate with, who is now director of the Maingrpike Authority. The finest families, talk
about the principles of family, the principles bbse Ten Commandments we spoke about
originally; these are people that could impleméeand live by it. They had a, they were there to
serve a particular useful, constructive purposethatis just what they did. And they didn’t
horse around and simply say after the sessionne d&'re going to, you know, spend out time
at the Augusta House. And they had other thirgsy had worked, they looked at these
particular bills, they researched them at nigreytballed other people, they had meetings
together. | was part and parcel of some of thosetimgs, and if anything, that really broadened
my horizons tremendously to see how other peopl&ed) how they, how time management
was important.

Even, we talk about time management in today’s modeciety because of computerization.
But time management was just as important whersliwshe Maine house and the Maine
Senate. You had an agenda, you had to accomplidhany times you did not come in fully
prepared because how can you address fifteen otyvdls, that some are in the house and
some are in the senate and some are in committesoanebody’s holding up bills?



Anyway, Elmer Violette, | just cannot neglect tangr out. In fact there was a picture that
appeared at the Democratic convention and it shdledhayor of Lewiston back in the sixties,
Elmer Violette who was then running for congrest, Bathaway, and myself opening the
campaign headquarters. It gave me quite a feefisgtisfaction to go up to the Democratic
convention this year and also to see that peopleesihember that some of the old timers were
very important in the movement of the Democratigya

But you could equate Senator Muskie’s attitude widme of the people | just mentioned to you.
And that's why Democrats and Republicans coulcagiss\compromise because there was
enough brain power there to simply say, let's fdateianother strategy to work this out. Let’s
not just kill each other, say it's a Democratiais®r a Republican issue, let’s find a middle
ground. And | believe he was a great guy for figdihat middle ground.

GB: Let's talk about Senator Muskie. What encorsitid you have with him?

CM:  Of course being married at the time, stargesimg a family, during the time that he ran
for, I never knew much of him when he was a menolbéine House of Representatives. | heard
the name but you, but who remembers all the diffestate representatives and state senators.
But when our local newspaper was really bringingtbat here is a strong candidate for the
Democratic Party that is an attorney that reallgnfiaif | understood correctly, did not have a
big practice but was really struggling, and alacgudden his name is Edmund Sixtus Muskie,
my father at the time says, “He’s Polish.” Anddflla sudden, as a person, I'm saying | Pollack
running for governor of the state of Maine? | sdy@v come his name doesn’t end with an S-K-
| or S-K-Y? | said, “What nationality is Muskie&nhd my father apparently knew the former
name that Senator Muskie had because of friend$ thimk he knew in the Rumford area and
mentioned, and | forgot what it was really at ttmement [Marciszewski]. But | just got
enthusiastic, | simply said, gee, you know, hesytle been saying a guy with the name
Minkowsky cannot make it in Lewiston and here’sannfrom Rumford, Maine, a smaller
community, and | think his practice was also in gvaile, was it?

GB: Yes.

CM: Yeah, thatis running for the governor. Smdtivated me and it inspired me to simply
say, name recognition is important. It isn’t therpunciation, it is not the spelling of the name,
it's the individual. And | formulated my particulatrategies based on Senator Muskie’s
observations. And my conversations during that segraf time were just observations because
| was really fearful of politicians to a degree &ese you heard so many different. And yet on
the other hand when you heard him speak at diftepeups, and | think in the city park was one
place | heard him speak. The way he handled hintsalfpositive tone was that, he had
credibility, he was believable. And then | hadhimk back, why do we send to Augusta from
Lewiston, who is not running for governor? And asvsome really some questionable
individuals. So | followed through the newspaper dlifferent places he was talking in the state.
And | made it a point, | was registered at agenty«®ne at that time to be in the Democratic
party. | had never been anything but a Demochaid | had discussions about, with my wife,
you know, do you think he can make it? But whea's@mlooking at the strong Republican
candidates, | think it was Horace Hildreth, was it?



GB: 1think so.

CM: Horace Hildreth was the, who represented then®tt newspapers who was really a
prominent, who had all the inroads possible.

GB: Are you talking about his original, his gubeoral?
CM: Yeah.
GB: Oh, he was running against Burt Cross actubByjCross] was the incumbent.

CM:  Oh, Burton Cross, yeah, Burton Cross, soltythe thinking is if you hear enough
people say, “He doesn’t have money, he doesn’t hawge recognition, he’s not going to make
it. Why waste your vote?” My family, my wife, mather, myself, always took on the different,
let us research the qualities, the capabilitiethaf particular person. Let us follow the
newspaper accounts, let us follow his statementadio, before television. And then try to
meet the person. Yet | was shy; | was there inesootasions where he was present, but | would
just stay back and just listen, | would not sayeytHHmy name is Carroll Minkowsky.” No, |
mean, no, it was just one of these things thathamiall the do-gooders, the ones that say,
“Hey,” you know, “I've always voted for you. I'm gag to vote for you, and you know, you got
a job for me?” That's the third question they gek. | had never approached it from that
particular point of view.

But | would say during the, during his career agegoor of the state of Maine, and of course |
really haven’t thought about this a long many yebus him raising a family, and | guess we
looked at the family. His son | think became a plgoapher, now works for one of the
magazinesDowneast Magazine or something like that as a photographer. Youweags looking
to say that here is a person who was in a highiposand you would think that their children
would be in high positions. No, that's not theecasall, you have to be very realistic. You're
doing one thing, your kids want to do somethindedéntly. But are his contributions fair? Are
they well thought out? Did he develop a good cmadiamongst Republicans and Democrats?
The answer to all those questions is, most delinijes. He, in fact | almost think that George
Mitchell learned a great deal from Senator Musldeause | worked in George Mitchell’s
campaign when he ran for governor of the state aihil against Jim Longley who was right
here from in the city of Lewiston. So it goes kow even though you're from Lewiston, and
another candidate came from Lewiston, you havedk &t the individual as to their credibility
and what they represent.

And the years | was either in the house or in tleend senate, any time | went to Washington |
would, it was very easy at the time compared tayod to have a page bring your business card
to Senator Muskie. And he would, | would, | rememibe was in one particular meeting, this is
on the federal appropriations committee, and | psasin there with a couple other state
representatives and a couple of the senators. Aad/ lthis page, and | gave my senate card. He
left that meeting to come up and talk to us becawesevere from Maine, not because my name is
Minkowsky. We were from Maine, we are his conglits, and he wanted to give us a, basically



a welcome to Washington, and where have you beehisahere any place you want to see that
| can help you with inside? Congenial, warm, fdgn accommodating, constituent concerns,
Social Security which as a state senator you caalty do much. At least if a person called you
and simply say well who do | go to, how do | tryrésolve this constructively? Let's call
Senator Muskie. Got answers.

People used to put a lot of pride, say, well Magg&hase Smith, she’s a wonderful lady but,
you know, when it came to senior citizens issuesveais always there. | would say Ed Muskie
was there also. Any issue pertaining to any Maitieen. If he did not have a dir-, if he had an
inquiry in his office, and | got a follow up, hetill follow on both of those. Nothing was put
aside, it was always done as fast as he could @oattimely fashion. | really don’t know how
much more | can say about the gentleman. He'sgjusé is what | maybe consider a classic
example of the skills and talents we have herberstate of Maine that have not been fully
realized. And I think George Mitchell fell in tisame category. | think Bill Cohen falls in the
same category. When you look at Maine, the nostieea part of the world, producing the
caliber and the quality of person in Senator Muskid all the way down, let’s include Margaret
Chase Smith, these are really people that I'd sey glramatically, far beyond their own
expectations because of their involvement in tlderfal government.

GB: What did you think of Muskie’s politics?

CM: Iloved his politics. You never knew wherewas coming from. You could read an
article or you could talk to him and depending omwhhe sized you up, he was a great one for
doing that, he could lead you to believe he’s ihdancurrence with what your thinking is, and
on the other hand he says, “There’s other variabléisis, and I’'m exploring other alternatives.”
And he did it very successfully without offendiagybody. That was a skill | think some
politicians do have that others do not know howdadle at all. They just sort of, “No, this is,
my final answer’s no. There’s no other options.g #besn’t say that unless he’s really, and |
think the term is, and I, really irritated, I'm jusying to use a different word, if he’s really
irritated at a person and you want his point ofwigou’ll get it... in depth.

GB: Was he involved with, that you know of, anyi&gtion that was of particular interest to
you?

CM: The answer truthfully, | can’t say, | don’tedl. I'm sure there was, there’s been a lot of
communication over the years with him. In factdught along with me, | was requested by,
this took place March 25th, 1994, Ginger JordahédjlMaine Democratic staff person. This
was Senator Muskie’s eightieth birthday, and wHhaolught along is they asked me to send him
a congratulations. And | don’t know if this is imetarchives but | -

GB: And this -

CM: | was called about the Democratic Party dsi®sas a retired state senator from Maine
to articulate a point of view on Senator Muskieidgy for his eightieth and his participation
with those key people in the city of Lewiston dgyiihat segment of time.



GB: And these are photocopies here.

CM: Yeah.

GB: And you have the originals?

CM: No, | gave, at his birthday party, | made esgut the originals were given to the

family, | believe, during his eightieth birthdayleleration. But those are the cop-, and | and just
happened to think about that so | went into my i&es) which | was very fortunate to find, and
took out the copy of the letter | had sent at #wuest of the Democratic Party, representing the
county of Androscoggin. He got a letter from &ktsen counties, and | was privileged during
that, during his eightieth birthday presentatiomvtde that letter.

GB: |see. Well, | think that's a good place topstinless, do you have anything to add that
we haven’t covered?

CM: | think we've covered a lot.
GB: Allright, well thank you very much. | guess’ietop right there.

End of Interview
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