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Transcript

Nick Christie: This is Nick Christie, interviewer for the Edntu8. Muskie Oral History
Project, and here with Libby Mitchell on August, 2001 at her office at the law school of the
University of Southern Maine in Portland. Ms. Migdl, would you please state and spell your
full name?

Libby Mitchell: My full name is Elizabeth H. Mitchell, M-I-T-CHE-L-L, and just for the
record, even though we're in the law school bugdthis is the Edmund S. Muskie School of
Public Service and, named after him. And | am aiPiwlicy Fellow at the Muskie School.



NC: And where and when were you born?
LM: 1 was born in South Carolina in 1940.
NC: And you grew up there?

LM: Igrew up in South Carolina, went to collegé&atman University in Greenville, South
Carolina, to graduate school University of Northr@iaa Chapel Hill. My husband and | came
to Maine in 1971, he came to work for then Goveiken Curtis and we had intended to stay for
a year. And that was in 1971, and we still livehia same house that we moved into in '71, we
fell in love with Maine.

NC: Now, what was the name of the town in Southo@aa you grew up in?
LM: Gaffney, G-A-F-F-N-E-Y.
NC: Was that a large -?

LM: No, a small community right on Interstate 8am€harlotte, North Carolina, right on
Interstate 85.

NC: Can you tell me a little bit about what it wé&® growing up there?

LM: It was a small textile town, to tell you thattr, and most people worked for the textile
mill or in the peach orchards. Not a lot of othmetustry or business, the nearest large
communities were Charlotte, North Carolina, or @Greée-Spartanburg, South Carolina. So it
was a farming community as well. It was raciallixed; in fact my sister was a teacher there at
the time they did a complete integration and sheduepreside over a peaceful integration in
most schools.

My father ran a very small grocery store, and my @nandfather was a legislator from South
Carolina. But the irony is my mother had nevemetgdd me that until | was elected to the
Maine State Legislature in 1974, it just never, seeer thought that was a very big deal and
never talked about it. And of course he was, lee Beefore | was born so | never knew him. But
all, my grandfather was the sheriff there, elegesition, had relatives who were sheriffs. So
quite frankly, as a child, | would go down to therkpon election night and wait for the election
returns to come in for the sheriff and other ciffyctals. And | thought this was a terrific life,

you know, it was quite exciting, you had the cottamdy, the hot dogs, the vote tallies were
coming in, they were chalking them up on a board.

So my family was always interested in politics. YOthe grandfather that | didn't know about
was elected to politics, except for the sheriffjuess that was elected, too. It was a different
kind of politics, they never thought of it as thamd certainly not the women. But | brought that
background with me when | moved to Maine, even ¢fip@again, | wasn't aware that | would
ever exercise that background. It just happened.



NC: Now, what was your family's political backgralh

LM: My father and mother were both Democratic. fistyrer was an active precinct worker, a
poll worker; he liked to help out on Election Dale would carry the, back then you would
cast, they would literally hand carry locked babotxes from a voting precinct over to a central
counting place, and he would be one of the obsgraed loved to be involved in that. In fact
was involved in that until the last day of his lifen fact, the last election he participated i@, h
went into the hospital immediately after that avety important to him. And yet, it was not
what he did for a living. He was a, had a smadkcgry store and was a salesman, a traveling
salesman.

NC: Did you find that the ideals of the Democrdexty were openly discussed in your
household, or not really?

LM: Not as such, but more in terms of being resipta$or your neighbors. | know that he
certainly made sure that people in the communitg wtuldn't pay their grocery bills got food.
It was just this sense, and of course they were éathe New Deal but not of Eleanor
Roosevelt, because my parents were born at thevitmea integration was not easily accepted
and so they became very uncomfortable about Bat.they always voted Democratic to the
point that | remember the, my best friend who vieesdaughter of the owner of the textile mill,
in the fifth grade we were having a Stevenson-Hiserer debate. And of course | remember
wearing that Adlai Stevenson button, didn't knowywtbut certainly my parents wore those and
the owners of the textile mill had the Eisenhowettdns. We began to know early on that there
was a little bit of money involved, and which side,we felt very comfortable with the
Democratic working people.

NC: Now, you mentioned both mills and integratidiow coming to Maine, and in some
ways | can see why it must have been a very famdiadscape in terms of the mills, but in other
ways, in terms of the social issues -

LM: They were different.
NC: Very different. What struck you when you ficstme to Maine?

LM: 1think your insights are excellent. The tiioa was not as great as had | moved here
from New York City. | came from a semi agrariam;al, small town background and moved to

a small town in Maine called Vassalboro. And inrigrof the racial issue, | think my husband
and | have felt guilty our entire lives becausedicenot stay to help deal with the problems.
That we came rather where there were at leastsoessof color that were visible, even though
we quickly learned there were other issues thedrs¢gd people by race and ethnicity. We didn't
see that at first because where | lived everybody white, Anglo-Sa-, sorry, that was the wind
blowing the door closed, it was not an exclamagiomt. But, | mean, | think that that's a
burden, I think, that people who grew up in thets@mong my generation. If you didn't stay
and help fix the problem you felt, you know, thatyhad not done your part. And so | think
that's been the down side of it. But as | sayquiekly learned there were other issues here that



people had to deal with. They just weren't asdlesibut you came to know them quickly
through the political process.

NC: Now, you went to high school all the way upotigh -?

LM: Yes, | left Gaffney in 1958 to go to Greenvjilghich was only fifty miles away, to
Furman University. And the reason | continuallgalp about integration for my husband, my
husband was a student in Little Rock, Arkansas wherschools were closed. When | was a
senior in college, the trustees asked us, wouldbject to integration of Furman and most of us
said, “No, of course not.” And of course, that &ego happen, they had to break with the
Baptist convention to do that. My school was &ifiid with the Baptist convention but was
never really a fundamentalist approach but rathees moving out toward its social
responsibilities. So | think that we had professarthat school who were willing to challenge
us. The religious assumptions we had where we ggewe were very little small town
communities where church was so much the fabrtb@tocial life as well as the community.
And as | said, | see many similarities that weradethe transition easy to Maine. | loved
Maine from the minute we came here. As a mattéacf my husband was a graduate student, |
mean actually he was getting ready to graduate fasnschool, didn't want to practice law.

And there was a gentleman from China, Maine, whe avtaw school professor at Yale and had
been sending up a whole cadre of Yale graduate®si for Ken Curtis. Peter Bradford, who
became a public utilities commissioner, Kermit lapeho sits on the judicial bench, a whole
group of bright young men which Ken Curtis surroehdhimself by then. So this professor
called my husband one night and said, “Do you e yet?” And he said, “No.” “Why don't
you go up and look this over.”

So we had two young children then, my husband leaah In the Marines before he went to law
school, and we put them in the wagon, hit a snawsto Auburn, ended up not able to get to
Augusta. We went into, had to stay in a motel. téight that was the most wonderful thing
that ever happened, the snowstorm. And we likecpttople; we liked the openness, the sense
of integrity, the pride in Maine, and the acceptaatus. | mean, we certainly understood being
‘from away' and all the baggage that that bringb wou, but nevertheless there was a wonderful
acceptance of people who shared Maine values. | Anidk | came to learn what it meant to be
‘from away'.

NC: Now what was your high school experience like?

LM: Very typical, small town fifties. | went to @il white high school and didn't think
anything about it, and that has, that bothers mbisoday that | didn't see the problem. But we
didn't. Only, it was a gradual revelation to ussesbegan to understand that this was not
acceptable. But at that time, there were no sporte, the only sports | could play, actually
when | was a senior we finally started a basketiealin, but those were the days when girls were
considered too frail to run the full court, you bwun half way and pass it over the line to the
forwards or vice versa to the guards. So sportg wet an option, so my outlet was student
government, | was always involved in that. Sotgreaditional, small town, southern white

high school.



NC: And what made you decide on your higher edanatiow did you -?

LM: To tell you the truth, | was brought up in ayeeligious, southern Baptist home, and
wanted to become, | wanted to work as a youth @nia a church. And, this is kind of
interesting, representative Christina Baker, wheesecurrently in the Maine legislature, at that
time was a student at Furman and her husbandB&kér who is a professor at University of
Maine, Orono, none of us ever knew we'd be in Mataene to my church youth group, and Bill
as a Christian athlete, and Tina as a very enthtisistudent, and they talked about how
wonderful Furman was. And that did it. So these pgople, | often, | later served in the
legislature here in Maine with Tina, and then afirse continue to be friends with both of them.
And they had a lot to do with that as well, séhia area of small worlds | thought that was an
interesting coincidence.

NC: What did you major in at Furman?

LM: Well, | wanted to be a teacher, but | was saaliraged by the level of the courses they
were offering to elementary educators that | qyigdt out of that and started majoring in
English and political science. | just couldn'tifso | thought okay, I'll teach high school
because at least you have a subject matter asegppmsand you must remember also, frankly,
for most women, and certainly that's not true f@rgbody, many women always pushed the
envelopes but | must say | was fairly traditionBbr me it was to be a teacher or a nurse,
because you wanted a career that was compatilheraiting your family. And so | chose
teaching. And | only chose high school, even tlolganted the elementary, just because |
couldn't take the course work, it just didn't dfit me.

NC: Itwasn't interesting.

LM: It wasn'tinteresting and it was ridiculoudn korry. Probably still is. It wasn't
challenging, and too much pedagogy, not enough letuiye.

NC: So how did you make the switch from teachiregrentary school all the way over to
political science?

LM: Same thing, politics and teaching are the ddung. | find that teaching has been the
best background for anything that I've ever doinaso really liked some of the people who
taught in the political science department. Aggoy often take professors as opposed to the
courses, because if you have a very bright, chgithgnprofessor, it can make anything worth
your while. And, again, | was always interestegatitics but not so much for running for office
but rather reading about world events, or readb@uawhat was happening in my state, and it
just seemed like a natural extension of that. Ameas also more challenging than the education
courses.

NC: So what was the decision like between you ana fiusband to come to Maine, how did
that come about? | mean, you said that you gotdlie



LM: Yeah, primarily it was my husband's opportumitlya job, and | thought it was an
adventure. | had two young children. | really,dilad a two and a one year old, and, when |
say young, so | was pretty much involved with thdrhad been teaching in New Haven, |
taught English as a second language, | taugldraiies to read, | taught in the Winchester gun
factory, met a lot of Maine people. They would edown to Connecticut to work because
there were no jobs, so | began to get the flavahatf even them. But those were part time
because | wanted to be at home, and | was abtetingtely at that time, | didn't have to go out
and work every day. But | could arrange some frakt work, and | always really, | had the best
of all worlds, | was fortunate.

And then when we came to Maine, like | say, we gidut was a short time, and the career path
we were on. Well my husband thought he wanted tbag and practice law with his father in
Arkansas, and he was the one who wanted to ruoffice. And it never occurred to me that |
would want to run for office, but | certainly likdzeing a part of it in any way that | could. But |
saw myself first and foremost as a mother and eéhtera And when | came to Maine | found
another way to teach without leaving my childrehjak was important to me, and again | was
financially able to do that because my husbandwa@ging.

| taught English as a second language, and | gkdav a lot about Franco Americans. | taught
an entire family of Blais from Quebec, from the George Valley, and in fact they got to be
wonderful friends. So, | taught them, and in fihety're a very successful construction firm in
the Augusta area. But they didn't know any Engdist | learned a lot about their family history,
how they came, so it was a wonderful introductio@ ivery personal way to the Franco
American heritage in my community.

NC: Now, Vassalboro is closest to Augusta?

LM: Right, I lived seven miles from the state calpitit's on the Kennebec River between
Waterville [sic Rumford], home of Senator Muskie, and the stapital It really was, | thought,
a microcosm of Maine. You had state employees haaliColby College professors, you had
farmers, you had small businessmen. It was jlgg,ayou had the paper mill, at the time there
was big paper mill up in Winslow, they commutedHat, they commuted up to the mill in
Skowhegan. So almost everything was right thetbah community, in terms of a microcosm of
Maine opportunities to earn a living.

NC: I'm going to want to get back to the Franco-Anan issue later, that's interesting, but |
want to move on. So, how did you first, when dudi yirst realize that a political career might
be viable for you?

LM: | have talked to lots of women who got intoifdcd and | am almost sorry to report that
most of us got there as an afterthought. It wasreareer projectory, if you will. We had been
in Maine in '71, in '74 right after redistricting the state legislature, I lived in a district theds

a Republican seat. You know, after they carveththp, some were heavily Republican, some
were heavily Democratic, and the Democrats wereaptpetitive in my seat. It was five to
one Republican - Democratic, and you can imagive fleev people really wanted to run. And
one evening, my husband at the time had been aslgaover and be the director of Maine



State Housing, Finance Agency Authority. Ken Cuas&ed him to go over and take that over.
So he and a friend were sitting, and they bothdgwalitics, in fact he was getting ready to run
for congress himself, and they started talking allns seat and they said, “We don't have a
Democratic candidate.” They were sitting talkirfmpat it, | was painting, painting the living
room windows, and they weren't really talking to, red then all of a sudden, | don't remember
which one, looked at me and said, “Well why dootiyun for it?” We all laughed heatrtily.

But | started thinking about it over the nightaids well why don't | run for it, you know, I'm
interested in education, I'm interested in a latheke issues, well why not? Well then | realized
why not, | didn't even know who the Democratic lkex@dwere. | had lived there for three years,
as you can see | have a southern accent and gwesmsmore pronounced in 1974, so | thought,
well okay. | found out who they were and | invitidgm, there were three towns, it was Sidney,
Vassalboro and Windsor, rural communities aroundusta. Now rural communities in Maine
tend to be predominantly Republican. This is rminBiddeford or Portland or whatever. And
so they came to my house and they sort of lookedvee and the ones from Sidney decided,
well, you haven't been here long enough, and yasb&and runs the state housing agency, there
must be a conflict there. I'm not sure what it wag nevertheless, so they weren't very thrilled
about it, and so they found an opponent for me.

By that time, though, | was pretty determined, aspgecially when people tell you you can't, you
know, it sort of, it's a terrible thing to do. Asd they found a Sidney person, a farmer, to run in
the Democratic primary. So here | am, a persom fasvay with two young children, taking on a
seat in a primary in a Republican district. And ttay | filed my papers, April Fool's Day, | also
learned that | was expecting my third child. Bat to be deterred, | forged ahead, and he was
due on Election Day. He currently sits in the Malegislature, he ran and won the house seat
that | gave up because of term limits. So youveest happens, he was just influenced by the
womb.

But it was the time of Watergate, this is the higteart of it, and there was an attitude, so | had
many things working in my favor. There was an atl& toward women, is you can't do worse
than men. Many people told me that, you can'trdoveorse, we might as well. People were
very disenchanted with Washington. They were disanted with Republicans because of all
the revelations that had come out of that Nixon \Afadergate. As a matter of fact, Severin
Beliveau, who was the Democratic Party chair atitne, had his office bugged and received a
financial settlement as compensation from the Vgaterbreak-in issues, and he gave money to
candidates. Now it didn't take a lot of moneyuno for a house seat. | think | must have gotten
twenty-five dollars out of Severin's compensationthe Watergate issue.

We also, there was a whole cadre of young, whey ysung it has nothing to do with age
because we were all ages, who decided we're goidg this the grass roots way. And it was
the birth of going door-to-door in Maine in a vesgrious way. And I did, | think | ruined the
springs in several vehicles because these werkraa@s. | went to many, many houses in this
very rural district, and I think what happened guibnestly is that the people who drew up the
district outsmarted themselves. The Republicahg, hved over in Sidney, were separated from
Vassalboro and Windsor by the Kennebec River. @tdg@our towns you had to go up through
Winslow or down through Augusta, so there was rfarahcommunication, no joint Lion's



Club, no grange, none of those things that broyghttogether. So they couldn't get their act
together so that made it a possible, too, in tevha upset.

So | actually managed to win the primary, much foawn surprise, much to everybody's
surprise. But again, it was that very personal doetdoor contact and an era of Watergate, and |
think being a woman was an advantage in that electBut | ended up running against my next
door neighbor, who was a retired state trooperthadhusband of the town's most beloved first
grade teacher that had taught everybody in towut, &jain, he assumed, because | was from
away and because he was so well known. He cammhthedraditional ways, he spoke at the
local meetings and clubs, but he did not do theslas | did. And | won. And, again, much to
everybody's surprise.

But | do remember lying in the hospital bed withtthttle baby wondering, ‘what have | done?’
What | do now, like Robert Redford in Canada, wdat do now? But it all obviously worked
out with the support of my husband, who thougkias neat. And he did end up running for
congress the next year, and he came in secondeunem way primary, but that was his last
opportunity to run for office. We had four kideoser or later, and then a young man all of a
sudden has to keep working.

| was very fortunate to be in the Maine legislatlireng seven miles from the capital, because
my husband could support the legislative habitu don't make any money very much doing
that; it's certainly not a way to earn a living.wls enough, and yet | also had, just like a
teacher, | had my summers free with my children lands able to take my children, in fact they
don't like beans to this day because they went to@ny bean suppers across the state. But
they've had wonderful times. My daughter, my dadssighter was a state legislator, too.
They're all very interested in public policy and -

NC: Your daughter is -?

LM: | have a daughter Elizabeth, also. And I'nteciLibby, but it did cause for some
confusion when we were in the legislature toge#iseyou can imagine. But she is now a health
policy analyst. | mean she's very interested, thegjl interested in public policy so | think tisat'
the trade off for the times that you couldn't benkepthat your children were interested in issues
of the day. Whether they ran for office or noinmnaterial, but rather that they care, they're
involved in what's going on around them. So Ikhath my husband and I love that, and as you
see my husband did as well, so we certainly enjaygether. It's a family sport, | think.

NC: Your son Charles -

LM: My son Charles is currently a legislator, andva student. | think, he says the same
thing his father did, he doesn't want to practae,Iso we'll see.

NC: Now, you mentioned Ken Curtis, and you menttbhen a couple timesuintelligible
phrase)?

LM: Yes, and Ken Curtis is the one who broughtare h Ken Curtis, | served in the



legislature from '74 until four years ago. | serwender two independents, | served under two
Democrats, and | served under a Republican. Ketisds the model, to me, and | know that
sometimes things get romanticized over time buttwiauld say in terms of general memories,
and he still does this to this day, he treats ewsgywith the most genuine respect. You could be
the head of the biggest company in Maine, or yaudtbe the janitor in that same company,

Ken Curtis would treat you the same. “Come on Img’would say to his office, and he would
mean it, he really, truly had a good sense of #wpfe of Maine. And he also seemed to be the
last, maybe not the last, but certainly one of ¢hpsople who didn't depend on polls to tell him
what was the right thing to do. | think that'sedgmmissing sometimes as everybody tries to look
like they're in the center right now.

In fact, a wonderful story he tells of himselfligt, and we had come here after this happened so
we were not part of that election unfortunatehhencome tax, he had led the charge to create
an income tax in the state of Maine, thinking fa@er way, to tax people, more progressive.

Well, it got put on the ballot, the referendum eépeal it, and he was on the ballot, too, for
reelection. And he makes fun of himself by saytimag the income, people voted more favorably
to keep the income tax than they voted for hirgpitmore votes than he did, and he thought that
was a terrible, terrible thing.

But I'm saying that, if you think of the environntahthings that he did, the coastal conveyance
law, oil issues, the kinds of people he surrourfdaetself with. Ken Curtis himself, had not been
to an Ivy League, and sometimes when people dorith @n vy League, they're intimidated,

but, “No, bring me the best.” And when he didikeIwhat they'd say, he'd tell them so. He
listened to what they had to say, and then hissskiis instincts with people, he made his
decisions based on that. He wanted to get aihfioemation, and then sort of followed his gut.
And | think that he was an extraordinary governut sve're very, very grateful for his having
brought us here, and having the time to be aroimdand to be around the people that were in
his administration.

NC: Sounds like he would have been quite an inspira
LM: You know, he was, he really was. And, agam,was the politician at the time, for a
while, so, but he treated me as if | were equatigartant and so | never felt that he didn't

respect my opinion on things.

NC: And this naturally all leads into a questiorttué fact that you are a woman dealing with a
traditionally male, especially when you came inddites -

LM: Yes.

NC: And I can'timagine that it was much differanMaine than it might have been in South
Carolina.

LM: Idon'tthink | could have been elected in 8dDarolina. | think Maine was much more
progressive about accepting women. And also ktthiat some of the views of my community,
the tolerance for other people's lifestyle, thattsg difference in Maine and South Carolina. It's



much more fundamentalist in the area where | was fiand |, well people don't like to use the
word any more, but | was somewhat liberal. | oggbthe death penalty for heaven's sakes, and
| was pro choice, and | was a mother who was iitipplas opposed to being at home with the
children. All of those things were very negatifiegs in South Carolina.

And there are people in Maine who also didn't likeAs a matter of fact, the head of the
National Right to Life Movement lived in my distticWe were, there were a cadre of us, and it
was nonpartisan, of women who fought a lot of thm®echoice issues before it was so popular
to do so and | can tell you it was very difficilery lonely. | almost dropped out once because
of that issue.

NC: Really.

LM: The man who ran against me on one of thoseateh terms used it as a major thing.
And the final blow to me is, | was sitting in mytlie local church, it was down a few blocks from
my house, | was in there with my young childrerd #rey leafleted the church. And | came
outside and they had the story of my entire votexprd, it had to do with parental notification,
there are no black and white. For example, theseadaw, which said that no minor could have
an abortion unless their parents gave permissiord there were those of us who said
everybody doesn't live in a Dick-and-Jane houselsalthetimes it's the parent who's perpetrated
the crime. There has to be a safety valve, a jodgecounselor. Yes, there should be an adult,
but it can't always be the parent. And so, anyg theuldn't let us have that compromise, so a lot
of us voted against the bill. And of course youn saagine what the leaflet said, thinks parents
should not know when their child has an abortiohidh was not the truth but that's very much
politics on the hot button issues, as you can imagiAnd it was so hard. And then the
newspaper headlines, abortion center of this debktk-blah-blah-blah-blah. And | remember
thinking, ‘this isn't worth it’. | have young chlilen, | have a life, | don't have to put up witisth
And again, | think | told you, that | was bombaddeith mail because Senator Foucher who was
the national Right to Life head lived in my legista district.

| had part of Augusta too, by the way, which realiyfused things. It was just a sliver of rural
Augusta, and so you had to be conscious of botanyrds much as Augusta can be called urban,
compared to Vassalboro it was, and the differenbsls. But anyway, that made it more high
profile, to have her living in the district anddort of target, help target me. But we got through
it. And | remember thinking, | took my phone ofethook, | wasn't going to take any more calls,
| went out and sat in the yard and one of my frigradman, who's still one of my best friends,
came over and he says, “Get up, hang up the phahgaback to work.” But, you have to have
people like that who come to you when you get doWwdon't think there is a politician in the
world who has skin thick enough that it never getgou. | would be surprised. Even if you're
Ed Muskie or Ken Curtis, I'm sure, they don't te# public, but I'm sure there have been many a
time when it's been very painful and you wonder why

NC: Now can you tell me a little bit about the EQR&ghts Amendment?

LM: Actually I'm not in much of a chronological erchere for you, but that was the other
thing that sort of cut my teeth on politics in Maibecause, | wanted to be involved in politics, |



didn’t mean run, and so what there? | startedyoirtg to a few League of Women Voters
meetings, | didn't like that because they spemhgoh time getting to a consensus. I'm, | guess
I'm not an academic, even though I'm sitting hara policy fellow. | like to do the stuff, and |
wanted to be involved with the issues while theyendill ripe, while they were still pending,
and to be on the cutting edge.

And, but there was a group who was lobbying theslature to ratify Maine's version of the
Equal Rights Amendment. So this had to be betWw&ewhen | came and '74 when | ran, so
you'll have to find out when that was because binreally sure, somewhere between '71 and
74. And | remember going to the legislature, wgay can't call a legislator said I. And you
know the books they have with everybody's namés and we'd go to these strategy meetings
and the names and the faces would be there, andgaisupposed to call this person and tell
him you'd like him to vote that. | was absolutefypalled that you could actually call up one of
these very important people.

Unfortunately, you observe them for a while andhtiieu think, well wait minute, | can do that.
And especially when you watch some of them asleejre@ading the newspaper during the
debates. But the closer you got to it, one, theengou wanted to do it and you wanted your
voice heard, and the more you felt, well, | couddtidat, too. Because | must admit, like many
people, and especially like many women, what didsay? “I'm not qualified.” And in fact, |
love to tell this story. Sissy Farenthal, | beéeshe was a former congressman from Texas, was
up speaking to a group of women. And | went, atell leverybody | went one day because | just
wanted to get out of the house for a while, | {eé& kids with my husband, went to this women's
meeting at the Holiday Inn in Augusta and she spékel all these women, she's trying to get
women to run for office. And she didn't care wblice, school board, planning board,
whatever. And she said, I'm waiting for all thequalified Blacks, all the unqualified Franco
Americans, all the unqualified Hispanics, to joihtle, and all the unqualified women, to join

all those unqualified men running the governmeind so, | mean she just brought it home, that
we're all unqualified. We do the best we can. tBate is this strong sense that I'm not
qualified.

NC: Do you feel that that sentiment has -?
LM: | hear it today.
NC: - truly changed, or not?

LM: No, I don't, | think many people feel that tleynot qualified. Obviously there are more
women running than ever, and part of that is bex#husre's been a heavy recruitment campaign
in the Maine legislature because they're good ciels. They work hard, they do everything,
they do the doors, they do all the stuff, and tleeyery good candidates. And they've often had
local experience because they've been on the sbbaalls or the town councils, and they know
how to network a lot. So they're heavily recruibgdboth parties as they gear up for each
campaign.

But | know that | have, even now I'm called on stmes, “Would you please talk to so-and-



s0.” She's a mom, she thinks she can't do inallshe's not qualified. And so there needs to be
this network of support saying, ‘hey, wait a minwteu know, look what | did’. If | can do it,

you can do it. And so | think that's still themngfartunately. Not, maybe not as strong, but it's
certainly still there. There have been more robelets, but until | became speaker of the house,
all you had to do as a young woman is walk intohtbese and there's a wall of speakers, there
were ninety-two men up there, ninety-two. Thenergot up there. Of course the two after me
are men.

And so I'm just saying that, where's my place &t tidible, and | note with great sorrow that in

the House of Representatives in this session theot'a single woman in house leadership.
When | was the speaker, my majority leader wasaloman. But, so it comes and goes. It'sa
constant, constant fight, and | think that frantklg Maine legislature may be suffering from the
same thing that other women's niches are, likeimgi@nd teaching. Because women now, the
same women who ran for politics are now lawyersparate presidents, and doctors. So there
are a lot more options for women now, and so Itdor@w but | think, | am concerned. There
are a lot of women in the Maine senate, but aflth@m went over from the house because of
term limits, but at any rate.

NC: You've mentioned that one of the major obstarievercoming this gender issue has
been in convincing women that they, too, have astt an opportunity but the skills to do the job.
What about the other side of the coin where yoauehmaen already entrenched politically who
truly feel women don't. Have you found that witkine private sphere of politicians that that's a
common way of thinking?

LM: On the state legislative session, structugertich easier to break into because it doesn't
take as much money. If you want to run for Congjrése U.S. Senate, or governor, you have to
be able to break into that power structure of fraiding. Even with clean elections. No matter
what anybody tells you, the money that is beingadias you and | sit here to go to the parties,
to support the candidates who are going to wirr tbaity's nominations, is phenomenal. Fund
raising has not stopped. The networking that hapaenong men, it's not bad or good, it's just
that they're together in a more natural setting.

| think women have to learn that skill. We curhgrtave, there are no women running in the
Democratic primary for governor. The woman who wasedible candidate for governor
moved over to run for the Senate. Part of theoreéar that is that the financial doors were
closing on her for the governor because they'dlluqe behind an incumbent Democratic
congressman. That is not meant to criticize eittieghem, but it's more talking about the system
as we see it. Now she is raising a lot of moneg 8snate candidate because, first, there's no
gender issue, the two women, and in addition tottiey're a Democratic list on the national
level that are supportive. And as you know, rugror national office, you've got to create the
aura of, you have to look like a winner before adyis going to give you any money. Even the
endless list of the world like to know you've gatheance, they don't like to bet on horses that are
going to limp around the track.

NC: Right.



LM: But, | mean, as you can see, the book thasenators, our own senators were part of
writing, Nine and Countings already out of date, there are thirteen. Whwam in '84 there was
not one Democratic woman in the United States emditich is one reason | decided well why
not. Yes, I'm going to lose this race, but theéssare important, and besides | might, | mean
you never know. When you get into a race, you kilmevodds are so stacked against you, but
gee, you never know, you never know; especiallymyei're young.

NC: Right, and at the very least you're bringirsyies to the table.
LM: And it happens. And that was important to that was important to me.

NC: Now I'm going to go through a few of the thingeme of the topics that are attached to
your name and | want to see what you can tell noaitaihem. Expanded access to education.

LM: 1think | told you when | started that educatisas one of my most important issues
because | had young children going through theddhystem and | was very interested in
guality education. Only in my later years did Inomaybe that followed my own family
patterns, access to higher education. As we toiéaok at economic development issues in
Maine, it doesn't take a rocket scientist, when lpak at those charts that correlate income with
levels of education. Come on, we're not doing laingtabout it. And so | began to see that. |
worked closely with the University of Maine Augustehich took a lot of non-traditional
students, that was in my legislative district, lamet served a lot of my students. The president
who came in five years ago was the president whico$said, the emperor has no clothes.
We're not funding these students fairly. Theylges money than a high school student in
Augusta, so even the university wasn't being faind guess who a lot of those people were?
Non-traditional students were women going backctwsl.

So, | mean everything | learned, and then | bedatgsed on the fact that its, our per capita, we
change our per capita income and create livablesvagd jobs, and it's all, | don't know how
you do that. You can't do it with higher educatabone, because you always hear about our
young people having to leave to use those skiBist hey, some of those will get those skills and
they'll create the jobs. And | don't want us jiasbe an exclusive tourismr{intelligible word), |
mean those are not living wages for everybody. Raihe also treasures and values its
environment and so you don't want to exploit exsgpyare inch of soil and coastline for that.

But at any rate, | got all exc-, as | worked witMBA and | saw what was going on, | began, and
then some studies came out, Finance Authority ah#alid a study to talk about what were
some of the barriers. Maine people traditionadlizat I've learned through my experience, don't
like to borrow money if they can help it. They maw for highways, | mean they vote for some
bond issues and they don't for others, but theglter not. They're just very proud, and they pay
their bills. And borrowing money for college, iby come from a tradition of families who
haven't done that, well how do they know you'rengdd succeed, and they're going to have all
these loans, and how are you going to get a jaiptgs them back. | mean, the sardine factory
just closed in Cal-, you know, that sort of thing.

So, | had read about Zel Miller's proposal in Gergnd it wasn't just the financial issue that |



was trying to address; it was a cultural issued Athought okay, twelve years is no longer
enough for anybody. | mean, it was fine when we the textile mills to go to, but they're gone
here, they're gone in South Carolina, too. Youwrammnputer skills, you need the ability to
work, even if you're working in one of those textihills that they still exist, you have to operate
computers. And so twelve years, that was fronffaréint world and so how do you, why don't
we start thinking of the thirteenth year, the feerith year. So | knew | couldn't do what
Georgia did.

In Georgia, every student who has a B averageagetsicher to go to the public institution in
Georgia. | thought, okay, we don't have the mahey do but we can at least give students, we
can match whatever they were able to raise aneWwoor not borrow so they won't go into debt,
but just match it, whatever scholarships they cgdtiwould be the difference, would be the gap
filler. So that every student in Maine, if theynt@o a university, a public university in Maine,
would go and tuition would be done. Because ekerHope scholarship on the federal level,
did not cover the need. Our institutions, everugtothey try admirably, are still high per capita,
the cost is high. And we have wonderful privatbeges who have almost better scholarship
moneys available because they're better endowad dib our public schools. But certainly
they're not even considered by a lot of Maine sttalbecause they're deemed, you know, out of
their league.

So | thought, okay, we'll just pass this bill, wél wake sure there's, we called it The Thirteenth
Year. And | found out how deeply ingrained thatuwe was. There were superintendents in the
legislature who told me, we already know who sha@ddo college and they're going, the ones,
there's plenty of money out there for people whatva go, which wasn't the point. There

might have been plenty of money, but it wasn'tefegrybody. The private colleges, | didn't
make it for the privates because | was trying tebdamd my resources.

Georgia started out with public and then includeslgrivates, and then the private schools
disliked that so much that they fought againstiitieunder the table. They couldn't do it

publicly because everybody's for higher educatidhe governor felt that we couldn't afford it,
that it would create down the road a structural gapen if | said, it's just a pilot program to see
how it works, create expectations, blah-blah-béatd you'd have to follow these people through,
which would be my intention anyway. But | alsoulbt, naively perhaps, if you got people
through the door, then you'd find a way, they dradrtfamilies would find a way because they
would know they could do it.

So, | was unsuccessful in getting that bill passathat | got instead was | doubled the amount
of money that goes into what's called the Mainel&tt Incentive Scholarship Program, which
goes to students, and that's the first time thaadt had an increase. But you know, if you knew
you were going to be speaker one term, you haitkogofew things that you championed and
that was the one that to me held the most promisthé most people for the future of the state.
And it's a problem that's always there, so if yanto run for politics you can still go work on

it. But that's the way with most public policyugs. There's no silver bullet, it's just a coristan
trying over and over again different things tharkvoSame reason the governor was pushing his
laptop computers. He was trying to get peopldiktin a new way about how we educate
ourselves and our young people. But change isvairg to come by, well you know. In fact, in



my district, a lot of times people would say, we# didn't have that. It was good enough for us,
it's good enough for our kids. And that's an adi that's going to hold us back.

NC: How do you think Maine compares to other statdke nation when it comes to the
willingness to progress?

LM: [think Maine folks have made the most extrawady effort. And that's why you'll read
sometimes that our tax burden is really high farmer capita income. If you look, well just
yesterday, fourth and eighth graders top of theonah math, | don't know if you heard that or
not. And it said that we were one of seven statea,few states, that had both grades scoring at
the top. So we've done a fabulous job, and thrsesasons we're willing to invest in education.
We have tried to do research and developmentybwiso take care, look at the health care
progress. Everything that they've just enactédashington is nothing to us in Maine because
we've already done all that. And they, look atfad children who are insured with Cub Care.
And we just have made extraordinary efforts foerés never enough, you're always going to
find people that are falling through the crackg, the effort. And frankly, by both parties and
the governor, whoever they are, they haven't bbenta turn their backs on the neediest folks.
And so | think their willingness, but they want ytmube willing to meet your responsibilities
halfway.

Our welfare reform’'s a good example. Maine didptthe arbitrary time lines, Maine made
sure that when we wanted, and it was a work wigimitly issue, had transportation, childcare,
health care. See, that was the biggest barrieatoy women, and look at how much they
exerted themselves this year to put an end to dieneslence, put that right at the top. And
those are very, children don't vote, abused womemtaexactly a strong political voice, and
having said all that, | mean like every other stater corporations wield a lot of influence.
Insurance companies, pharmaceutical companies wiletnce here in Maine like everywhere
else, but you still have a very feisty, progresgx@up | think that really care deeply about
Maine.

That's the one thing that | would tell you abow Maine legislature. Having been speaker and
having been floor leader, | went to every distiicthe state and you sort of learn where people
are coming from. And Portland is not Calais, aatlyyou have the same common interest and
you try to figure out, ‘how do we get there toge®tieAnd they all, whether they're Republicans
or Democrats, or women or men, | think they redthycare. There's no reason to spend your
time in Augusta if you don't care. It's not foetglory, it's certainly not for the money, but
there's sort of this sense of public service. Atidnk, again going back to Muskie one second -

End of Sde A

SdeB

NC: So, now I've got a few questions going badktle lWays. | want to talk about
referendum. Have you seen that become a big isddaine, about whether or not we're going
to use -?

LM: We say that it is, and there was a lot of legiien on ways to curb it, but every time that



legislation comes up it's always defeated becédhese's also this strong independent streak in
Maine. It's very populist to have the referenduwcpss, so, | haven't seen it tempered or
curtailed at all. And if you think about it, ther@ally aren't that many. The things that were on
the ballot the last election were bond issues afiesvahings. Obviously if you're on the losing
side of an issue, you think it's too much. | haten limits, | think that they've done a grave
disservice to our legislative institution. Obvituthat would never have been enacted by the
legislature, and that was the safety valve to tipesgle who thought it was a good idea. And
the repeal effort of the gay rights law, the prdtioin against discrimination, that was another
initiated measure. But | think people have thétrig do that. | don't, I think, and | think that
they're very smart, they're very smart.

I'll tell you a wonderful story, and | won't telby the person's name, but she was a Maine
woman and | always looked to her for a real pulsé@w real Maine people... People who were
born here as opposed to people who moved hereoaad It and adopted it. | think the

Christian Civic League had a referendum out abensarship, pornography, and she hated that
stuff. She was an older woman, and she didn't Weose kinds of books around her
grandchildren and that sort of thing. And | gotyweoncerned about that because this was very
restrictive. But in the end, you know, after tieecion she came up to me, she says, you know |
voted against that, | don't want anybody tellingwitet to read. And so it had nothing to do, |
mean people sort it out, and so | have a lot ofidence in people sorting things out. They may
not the first time agree with what you think ishigthey may never agree with what you think is
right, but sooner or later | think they get it ighAnd | think that's why you'll find the legistate
very reluctant, even when they disagree, to tamjitra vote that has been publicly held.

NC: Now I've also got here, the creation of a distrourt family division.
LM: Yes.
NC: Can you give me some details on that?

LM: Well, | was privileged to be the water carriégou will, on behalf of Chief Justice Dan
Wathen, and I'm one of his bigger fans. | thinktthe has done so much to bring our courts into
modern times, trying to make them user friendlyab will. And one of the clearest examples, |
remember when he told me about this family couss w's like being in a building when there's
no lights turned on, and the stairs, you can't fiadr way up the stairs. And he was talking
about how, again, how many women who, in divoragricor whatever else, it's like turning the
light on and providing an escalator. And so thas\uhe point of the family court. And
everything that people said that it wouldn't ds, dlone it. It's attracted qualified judges, it
seems to be working. But | wish | could tell ybat | had thought of it. | did not, | believed in
it, but it was really the creature of Dan Wathed ather judges who sat down and figured out
what's a better way to deliver justice. And it weally an honor. | did fight for it, very hard to
get it funded. It had to compete like everythifgeeand | had the privilege of being in the right
place at the right time. And if you're in leadepsisometimes you can carry the water a little
more carefully.

NC: Now going back to the Franco-American influeacd heritage in Maine, you mentioned



that you worked with teaching English, but can gore me your general over all impressions of
first when you got here, and also where you stawwd of how that plays a part in Maine
politics?

LM: When | got here, I could not comprehend whyeheas an issue. | thought it was
fabulous to be able to speak two languages, aeld inferior because | could only speak English
and not very well that. | didn't understand jtjst could not understand why there was an issue.
The same reason that | think sometimes theraffemetht understanding about race relations
that | grew up with. Where | grew up, there weoeGatholics, that was a new thing to me. You
have no idea how many Catholic funerals and wedgditing legislature's like a big family. |

went to all their functions and | felt very at hothere, | don't mean it that way, but I'd never
been to a Catholic church, we didn't have any. fiédly got one when | was in high school
because a family moved there from New Jersey t@ameach orchard, and because they had no
church they built one.

And so, but I'm just saying that all of these tlsingere new and exciting to me and, but then |
got to know certain people who would tell theirrggs. And | mentioned to you off tape, but I'll
say it again, Speaker Martin always, always fodghpeople of Franco American heritage.

And he would give you the history, and every ses#iere would some bill, or someone would
make a remark that would raise his ire. A lackimdlerstanding, a note or prejudice. He would
always, the speaker usually does not speak ordbe fYou come down only on rare occasions,
and when you do people listen. And he at least @xsession would come down, assume the
majority leader's chair, and make a speech abauicerAmerican history. Sometimes he'd do it
in French, to make you get what it felt like not® able to understand what was being said,
particularly when you were talking about childrest being allowed to speak French in
kindergarten and they didn't understand Englisty there punished for doing that. | mean, |
began to learn the story about how they were disndted against.

Another representative, Toni Martin, Antoinette ktarfrom Brunswick, Maine talked about
living on the wrong side of the tracks in Brunswicknd of course her name was 'Martine’, not
Martin, and she lived in the, her parents workethenmills and she worked very hard from the
time she was a young girl, and how she couldnthdws with her classmates from the other
side of the tracks. Literally, there was this gioh in town among the Franco American
community. By the time | came, of course, manyheke things were not as overt. But the scars
were on my friends, like Toni Martin, Senator Jurhradis who is wonderful about helping you
to understand the value of the Franco Americarupellt It's such a rich part of Maine, but I've
watched it go from hearing their stories about wien couldn't speak French, to celebrating la
Kermis and the Franco American Festival, it waggating in Augusta for a number of years. |
think it's like any festival there, the leadersbaut of got older and tired of it and it stoppedt b

| mean, | know La Kermesse still goes. And | uselbve to go to those things.

NC: We just had ours in Lewiston two days ago.
LM: Yeah, | mean it's just wonderful, absolutelyngerful, but to be able to celebrate this

diversity and this cultural heritage as part of Mahas been wonderful for me to watch over the
past thirty years. And again, | didn't ex-, | aeexperienced what a Franco American had to



experience, the stories that they told us, but thistory sort of helped me, and knowing all these
people. They shared their lives with me. Agae, fegislature's like a big family, you'd go to
people's homes, you'd talk to them about the thingswere nearest and dearest to them. And |
really loved being included in their discussiond &eing a part of that. But again, as | said, as |
came here | didn't get it, | didn't understand aidn't understand how that could be, because |
was envious of their bilingualism.

NC: Now, you were involved with a program, a tréinsial residential program for adolescent
girls?

LM: [ atone time was a director of Maine State silogt Authority and -
NC: Can you tell me more about, | guess aboutghetof it?

LM: Yeah, okay. After | ran against Bill Cohetdd been in the legislature for ten years, |
had been the assistant majority leader, and winam I was the current majority leader. The first
woman majority leader, | might add. | don't knowywwhy there weren't any before, and, but
anyway, | was the first one of those. And that wa84, can you believe that? First woman
majority leader. And so at any rate, | was ovelidh't really know what | wanted to do. | had
been in politics for ten years, it had been my. l§ad | was sort of at a loss for what was
challenging, what did | really want to do when égrup. | didn't think | was ever going to grow

up anyway.

Joe Brennan, the governor of Maine, had this ogeairthe housing agency and it was important
to him, and this was at the end of his term so,iemdot co termus, it's a four year appointment
and it's designed to be that way because you'pgpneghle for issuing a lot of bonds and they
wanted to keep it as, you are appointed by themavdut you are really autonomous in a way.
And so he asked me would | like to do that. | badn working in his office a bit as a liaison,
was hanging out with all his friends, and Davidridgan was there as his chief counsel, and
Peter Danton and Robert Gibbons. And they knewlthatuld like to be in state government. |
sort of wanted to be the commissioner of educatibimat's been my number, | love education.
Well, there was no opening in education. And sdl, iawas near the end of his term where there
are often turnovers, and this housing authoritgyglaame open. And guess what | said first?

I'm not qualified to do that. | wasn't on pap@nd | will never forget my confirmation hearing,
because you had to be confirmed. Real estateiergef? No. Banking experience? No, none
of those things.

But there was a wonderful man named Clyde Hichldra at the time was a Republican, and he
was called into the Republican minority office dalil, you can't vote for her, we're near the end
of the administration, let's just keep this opetildine new governor comes. And he says, | like
the woman. And so he voted with them and so ldhadhjority vote going into the senate, and it
takes, you know, a big vote to overturn the conmerittote in Maine. So thanks to him, | went in
with a majority vote from the state and local gowveent committee, got confirmed and got
sworn in, and actually loved it. I've loved evéiyg I've ever done, that's part of my problem.

But it was a four year term, and went to Maine &tawusing, which is a housing finance



agency, and it is the Housing Authority for tho#ees in the state that don't have their own.
Lewiston-Auburn, for example, has a housing auth@f its own, so we could never do
anything in Lewiston-Auburn without their permissidBut we were the housing authority for
projects that were outside city boundaries. Weevadso the issuer of the tax credit for building
multi family housing that George Mitchell helpecate. As a matter of fact, he asked me to
chair that task force. He wanted someone thatusteid as we put that together, so | traveled to
Washington and worked with a whole coalition of pleao help craft that. Which is the one
remaining thing, one of the few remaining thingshawe left to spur the production of multi-
family housing.

We managed a lot of housing projects, but thereblegeh a report as far as | can remember,
about homeless and so, | know in Lewiston-Auburrdidea transitional housing program for
kids, the teens, they were throwaway kids. Threamifies didn't want them, they weren't in foster
care, they were too old to make stay home, andwesg too young to just be on the street. So
we didn't do programs, we were the bricks and mostawe always worked with non-profit
groups, churches or non-profits to put this togetl®o, it was a great lesson in learning about
public-private partnerships. And there was ndtiag, as | said, that we could do frankly
without, to make it even happen without partnership

And they issued a lot of bonds, you had to deah wie stuff on Wall Street. But | learned very
quickly there, as I'm sure a lot of these leadetrsydu surround yourself with bright people to
complement your skills. And I inherited a fabuldresasurer who's still there, and when he
leaves | am quite concerned about the Housing Aityhdde'll be hard to replace.

NC: When you say dealing with Washington, meanitp+or -?

LM: Yes, the Housing Authority is the conduit fdoaof HUD programs and we had to deal
with them on that level, even more so now | thihkhink there's a requirement that you create a
housing strategic plan around homelessness, stahito HUD. There are HUD funds that

flow through the Housing Authority. Some of thadé housing projects with expiring use that
were built in the old days, the Housing Authoritgsninvolved in trying to extend the life of

those because at the end of a certain period eftti@y belong to the developer. And we

worked with things like the Robert Wood Johnsonrdation as they would, as elderly people
would begin to see their aging in place, they wettt these senior citizens high risers but then

all of a sudden they're going to need nursing hoame, other things, so we began that process as
well. It was just an interesting time.

We were at the height, very much like it is nowthest height of the housing market where
housing was so expensive in places like Portlahd piemium, and on the island, people
couldn't find a place to live close to their woakd you'll see that a lot again. And then of
course the bottom fell out right after that. Big & very cyclical market and you have to try to
stay ahead of it as best you can to make sure'shareugh housing on the market to try to keep
those rents down.

We partnered with Farmer's Home, because we faungral Maine that, even if you gave a one
percent mortgage rate to a developer, it was ladiddp the rents down enough for an elderly



couple living in Mars Hill, for example. It wasgua constant, we had some failures obviously.
We tried to work with the non-profit community, serweren't up to speed, some were great.
Some are still here, like CEl is a terrific oneaSter Economic Interprises. They're out doing
economic development as well as housing. York Qartabhd Housing, lots of good things
going on the state, and the Housing Authority & pne piece of a big housing puzzle.

NC: Tell me a little bit about Women's Recognitidieek. Were you involved with getting
that in the legislature as a, within the Maine sttsystem?

LM: Oh, I know what that was about. I'm sorryatho stop and think about that. | don't
even know if we called it that. There was a classgventh grade class at Carl B. Lord School in
North Vassalboro, Maine who had a woman teachertlaey'd been studying about Women's
History Month. Well they thought we should do gamne thing in Maine. So as you know, in
Maine, only a legislator can introduce a bill fitizens, and a lot of the bills come not only from
departments but from any citizen who's aggrievemiibomething or who thinks there ought to
be a law. Well, they said, “Well would you sponss bill for us?” And so we did, | did, and
the young people came and they testified on bethdlfand it passed. But it was truly initiated

by these young women in the seventh grade in ViagsalMaine. Unlike the lobster -

NC: Wow, by the children?

LM: By the children. | mean, their teacher I'mesgot them thinking about it, but it was a, |
know you can't create laws every year to educateyestass, but | happened to agree with what
they were trying to do. And they had a chancelioW it through the entire legislative process
as well.

NC: Great experience. You were mentioning thetkrinsen?

LM: Oh, | was going to say, the license plate sloainany people in Maine love to hate, that is
just now going away. It was the red lobster onlitense plate. Many people tried to white over
it, and they hated it. They'd buy the loon pla®s®y didn't have to wear that. That was a
school class that created that. And that's whgd jeking about that, you have to be careful.
You can't adopt every idea that the school clasags. | think Women's Recognition Week, or
History Week, was a little more accepted than dibster plates.

NC: Now, so now you have a, Maine Matters, the Tovg?

LM: Yes.

NC: Can you tell me about how you became involvéd this project?

LM: When | came here as a public policy fellowstfiof all it's a major step for the, I've
worked a lot with the chancellor and | think heugbt, he saw the importance of the university
being part of the community and in policy. Notipos with a big 'P' but a little 'p' like making

things happen. And there's no tradition of tHatMassachusetts former speakers of the house
become presidents of colleges. In Maine, thegred like a pox, you know, if you're political



that's bad for the university. But if you followat to its ultimate step, who funds the university
but people who sit in the legislature. Well, thewecellor certainly understood that. He also
understood the need for community outreach. Ankestalked to the folks here at the Muskie
School and they created a position of public poleiow, and | became the first one, which was
important because you had a practicing politicibyou will, who could interact with the

students who were studying about it. | team taagtiurse with Dean Bart Wexler about the
legislative process, and he would give them thelerec side and | would give them some
practical side, and we'd bring in panels of diffeneeople. But, so it was a combination of those
things: you had the academic, the theoretical,yandhad well this is what really happened.

And so it was very, it's been very interesting.

But one of the other things | wanted to do was &kenthe Muskie School, and this is not a put
down for the Muskie School, the Harvard of Mairigttwe have so much here and so few
people know about it. It's just an extraordinasigaol. Talented faculty, research that's national
in scope. But do people know it very much, | dtimitk so because the legislature didn't even
know it very much. | learned so much more abouskiel after | came here than | ever took
advantage of when | was a policy maker. So it gklike a very natural thing to do, so |
thought okay, we should do a public policy telemsshow. Serendipity, | went over to Time-
Warner and the woman who had this show called Misiatters was being promoted to vice
president one hour later. She says, “Take my shéwaid, “I'd love to.” And so I've tried to
feature Muskie faculty when | can, but it isn'ttjtreem. | have had everything from domestic
violence to homeless youth, higher education adssses, everything that we do here. Aging
in America. In fact we did, their show got an avbecause | had many debates on those bond
issue questions. When they were debating gaysrighad the Christian Civic League and the
Maine Won't Discriminate, Death with Dignity, thogengs, | mean every single -

NC: Touchy issues.

LM: Touchy, yeah, so it's not a debate show, itne of those crossfire things. Sometimes
I'll just take an issue and look at it from threfedent lenses. And so, those are some of our
tapes up there, it just keeps going. We tape esttigr month. Clean elections, you see up
there, we did that. A little bit of everything.nd | also host, | don't host but | put it togetHer,
get the speakers, they host themselves, | introtherg, the Muskie Forum, and it's a monthly
radio program. And we have a brown bag lunch hetbe Muskie School, and one of our most
recent very good speakers was Trish Riley froniNtAgonal Academy of State Health Policy.
He gave us a fabulous discussion on health polkayd then we have Q and A, and you can
imagine what that must be like when you have tealth teaching group to ask the questions. It
wasn't a ‘got you’ kind of thing, but a challengitigng. Tom Allen came and did his
prescription drugs and, but any topic. In fadrtstg out this fall we're going to have someone
talk about transportation and rail and stuff likatt So any public policy issues. And they air it
on Fridays in, along with the Speaking in Maineufoy like when they do the Cambridge Forum
sometimes or whatever.

NC: Is this Maine Public Radio?

LM: Maine Public Radio.



NC: What time?

LM: One o'clock on Fridays, but not every Fridaye have a monthly, a monthly. This cable
thing is local access cable, but they will allowtasake the cable and anybody who's on the
show can shop it around, they can take it to thvin local cable and if they're willing to show it
Time-Warner doesn't care. They're quite happyhévestheir stuff. So those are the two real big
outreach things that | do.

We also partner with Maine Municipal, and we rueadership program for municipal officials
and it meets four times a year, four weekends g w&d it's in its second year. It's been very
popular in terms of helping them deal with leadgrsésues and solving problems that they must
deal with on the local level.

NC: This held in Portland?

LM: All over the system. We've had one in Pohg, last one will be at Portland at the Stone
House, the USM, but we've had it at Machias, wkae it at University of Maine. We were
going to Presque Isle but they chose to go to Belthe campus down in Belfast. But all over
the system, we, Orono, it usually starts at -

NC: But northern Maine does get involved.

LM: Oh, absolutely, because the municipal officealks from all over the state. And I've also
tried to work a lot with Deirdre Mageean who ruhe Margaret Chase Smith Center at Orono,
that's another thing. 1 think this is one univigrsand | don't believe in the turf issues and
neither does Deirdre, and we've done some legislatiucation type things in partnership using
the resources of the entire system. So, it's teadéscribe what I, sometimes, | told the dean,
I've had two and a half deans while I've been Here,they keep passing through. We had an
interim dean, Bob Woodbury, the former chancellathe university is the current dean, but he's
leaving and a new dean is coming in the fall. Bsdid, it's like throwing spaghetti against the
wall, what sticks is done, what sticks is worthrdpi So I've tried things that | did once and they
weren't very good, but some of these things likertidio and the television have been very good
| think for the university.

NC: You just mentioned Margaret Chase Smith. | wasdering if you can tell me, what's
your perception of her career in Maine politicsd amational politics as well?

LM: There is no one who could have anything busprtor her declaration of conscience
speech. That is the main thing that | know, andtrpeople know about her, but say, if that's all
people could say about you that's quite a bit. Ao in the tradition of Maine people, again, to
stand up to something that they thought was wradkggd | think the fact that Maine has had
people like Margaret Chase Smith, Bill Cohen, Gedvtitchell, and, it's just phenomenal. And
Muskie. | mean these, this is a little state afiion people and look how many people I've just
ticked off who were senators with national namegadtion. And that's not true of many states,
is it? So | think she's certainly in that traditj@nd | know you hear both Senator Collins and



Senator Snowe talking about what an importantmodelel she was. And | will say this, even
though | was running against Bill Cohen, don't mgerstand, she supported Bill Cohen, but |
remember going to her home and she was gracidasktto me about what it was like to be a
woman running for office. | mean, | never askedfbe anything, but just having that time with
her. | mean, you can't help but revere someorreethkt, and | think she was one of those
wonderful people who the longer she was arounti@sglder states woman, the more this, you
realize and appreciate what a marvelous thingst@thad done.

NC: Now, you mentioned before we started this inéswv that you didn’'t have deep personal
connections with Ed Muskie himself, and | was wamdgif you could tell me wha-.

LM: 1 would like to have.
NC: Yeah, but can you tell me what you did knowwbdom?

LM: Tl tell you, | mean | had a few times whewduld sit at the table with Ed Muskie. | was
a very lowly legislator, don't misunderstand. Bwmean, it wasn't that he wouldn't talk to you, it
was just that he was surrounded by important asg paople all the time. And you also, and |

also frankly didn't want to bother him. | meanvies very important, and he was cleaning up

my air.

He was, the thing that | remember really most abautis when we were having the state split
over the Maine Indian Lands Claim settlement. Hme to the Maine legislature and addressed
the chambers in joint session and spoke to us aheumportance of resolving this issue, and
keeping our state together and respecting the dlétimericans and all this other stuff. It was
the most statesmanlike speech that you could ewex heard. It was, | mean, and when he said
it, of course, it's above politics. He appealedmy husband would say, to your best angels.
That he made you try to be more than you were amggt beyond prejudice and fear, and to
“Let's get on with this.” And I, again, | can'tltgou his words but they weren't important. It
was the tone that he set for resolving this mosterttious debate about who owned Maine. And
he was extraordinary.

Of course, we all went to the Muskie lobster bakegn the lowliest of Democrats could pay
their fifty dollars and go to his home in Kenneburknd they set up tents in the back yard and
he came. And in fact, this isn't for your tapireghuse it won't show, but the picture up there
where we're all so informally dressed, that's athtime, at one of those famous Democratic
National Committee lobster bakes. And you cantlseaeGovernor Brennan, George Mitchell
and Ed Muskie, and legislators, and just plain peofo worked in the fields could come,
shake hands with Ed Muskie, he'd talk to you. tSeas pretty extraordinary. If you think about
living in Maine and just being remotely involvedpnlitics, that you could rub shoulders with
such greatness. It's pretty extraordinary.

NC: Now, it sounds as if what you're saying in samags is that there was a bipartisan
agreement that Ed Muskie was somebody to be respect

LM: Absolutely, absolutely. I'm sure, when he f@roffice, that that dissipated a bit, because



if you were supporting a Republican candidate mgmgainst him, you would. So | don't want
to gloss over, there are differences, but at theesame | think people come together after that,
particularly for someone of his character and séatand rally behind him.

NC: What do you think Maine is today, politicallgeaking?

LM: [think the entire loss, northeast is, has $oshe clout. Not because of the people, but
simply because we're losing numbers of people lamghdwer has shifted to the Sun Belt and to
the mid west. | mean, this next redistricting eejoing to hang on to our two. But, hey,
Nevada's gaining quite a few, and Arizona and Gali. | mean, we're small potatoes in terms
of the big population shifts and changes, and ocanemy is not as strong here as it once was.
We're trying to adjust from being the old manufaicty economy to the new high tech, and there
are pockets of it obviously. Boston is a succémys But drive through Hartford, Connecticut
and you'll see a lot of problems. So I think tlesipons of leadership have shifted away a bit
from the northeast to other parts of the countrg;deniority issues. But at the same time,
Olympia Snowe, for example, certainly is well knoasone of the dean of the women. People
know her. She, | served with Olympia as well, &las in the house with me and then she went
over to the senate. | mean, she certainly paidlhes everywhere. And so she really has a
grasp of all of it, and she's very good, she's &gy good. And she has also done a good job in
being a spokesperson for the moderates as theyiing to build coalitions in a split senate. The
whole country is sort of trying to figure out whave're going, if you want to know the truth.

So Maine is no different | think from anybody etgght now in this period of transition, and |
think politics right now are very volatile. We dbhave an Ed Muskie, if that's what you mean,
or George Mitchell. George Mitchell went on, | megood heavens, George Mitchell's an
institution. And he will tell you, he was a protégféMuskie and tried to live up to those lessons,
if you will. And, I mean we send him to make peatéie most volatile places in the country,
and he is using his time to do that, and he'sdryanraise funds for education. | mean, he's still
an extraordinarily valuable presence wherever l&s go Maine.

And, you know, Jane Muskie is still very involveAnd when they're doing things here she
comes, and she's just delightful. We had an evers to introduce people to the Muskie School,
at Elliott Cutler's home who had been a staff pessgars ago for Muskie. And she was there,
she was right there and still, she looks wondednt was doing her thing about that. A couple
years ago we were trying to raise money for thekibuSchool. | had the honor of going to the
legislature and introducing Ned Muskie to legistaidecause he was there speaking on behalf
of his father's legacy and asking for money. He wexy good, we got three point five million.
We're still, we're having to raise the match tddus a building so that it won't be in the law
school. They'd like for us to leave and vacatesthece, and we also need a space, we're
scattered everywhere. But the point is, walkirmuad the halls in the leg-, | knew everybody,
I'd just left, don't misunderstand, it was fun fioe to go back and see old friends. There wasn't a
person, Republican or Democratic, young or old, axdicularly the older ones who spoke to
Ned, they all had a story. | remember when yothrdiadid this, | remember when your father
was at my house. And Ned was so gracious, forshoerstood there and listened to all these
‘your dad’ stories. He was just wonderful. Anénhso, and | thought, that told me so much
about how Muskie is still revered by Maine people.



NC: Well that seems like a great note to leaveit o

LM: Okay. | hope | didn't tell you more than yoanted to know.
NC: Oh, not at all. Thank you very much.

LM: You're very welcome.

End of Interview
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