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Biographical Note

Paul Mitchell was born in Westfield, Massachusettslanuary 20, 1926 to Mintaha “Mary”
Saad and George John Mitchell. His father was lhsit adopted by a Lebanese family. His
mother was also Lebanese. In 1930, his family mawalifaterville to care for George’s mother.
Paul’'s father worked for Central Maine Power ia Waterville gas operation. His mother
worked at various textile mills. There are fiveldheén in Paul’s family, including Senator
George Mitchell, Jr. They grew up at first in tieg’s Court neighborhood of Waterville in a
predominantly Lebanese community. They then magexdhome on Front Street in Waterville.
Paul attended the Waterville public schools throlggn school, graduating in 1944. He was
able to complete his high school education by éngpln the Navy V-12 Program, which
brought him to Bates College for three semestées gfaduation. He opted out of a military
career in 1946, and returned to Maine to completediucation at the University of Maine at
Orono, graduating in 1949. He next received atbtasin Education at Columbia University.

He began a career in the Insurance industry, wgrkilfNew York and Boston before moving
back to Waterville in 1959. There he worked foulRRullien at the J.B. Freel Insurance Agency.
He served two terms as Alderman in Waterville fro®®9 to 1962, and served as the Executive
Director of the Waterville Urban Renewal Prograomir1962 to the late 1970s. At the time of



the interview, he owned the GHM Insurance AgencWaeierville, the successor firm to the J.B.
Freel Company.

Scope and Content Note

Interview includes discussions of: Mitchell familistory; the Lebanese community of
Waterville; ethnic diversity of Waterville; Watehé in the 1940s and 1950s; George Mitchell,
Sr.’s advice; families in small Waterville neighboods; talents of the Mitchell children;
Waterville public Schools; serving out of high sohm World War Il; Bates College V-12 Unit;
prejudice in schools and the Waterville communityportance of education; churches in
Waterville; and Waterville’s economic decline.
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Transcript
Andrea L'Hommedieu: This is an interview with Paul Mitchell on Mayt®51999, 11:00
A.M. in the Muskie Archives office at Bates Collegklr. Mitchell, would you start by stating

your full name and spelling it?

Paul Mitchell: Yes, my full name is Paul Joseph Mitchell, P-A-lJJ-O-S-E-P-H, M-I-T-C-
H-E-L-L.

AL: And where and when were you born?
PM: 1 was born in Westfield, Massachusetts, Janu@tly, 2926.

AL: And what are the names of your parents?



PM: My parents were George John Mitchell and MarydSdéchell, Mary the English
translation for her name in, my mother was borhebanon, Mintaha, M-I-N-T-A-H-A,
Mintaha Saad Mitchell.

AL: And how many children did they have? What aegrthames and what is your place in the
family?

PM: They had five children and I'm the oldest. Thiamfollowed by John who was also born
in Massachusetts in 1927, then Robert who was inoaterville, they’d returned to Waterville
by then, in 1931, December [of] ‘31; George whawarn in August of 1933 and Barbara who
was born in Waterville July 1935.

AL: And when you say they returned to Watervilleytledt Maine for a while?

PM: Yes, they were from Waterville. My mother anth&a met in Waterville, got married and
went to Massachusetts to live in a little town alésof Westfield called Huntington,
Massachusetts. And | was born in Westfield butived in Huntington. And John was born in
Westfield, in, actually his birthday was March 192%nd then they returned to Waterville in
1930.

AL: And their reason for going to Massachusetts, inasonomic?

PM: Primarily. | think they both had secured jobsha western Massachusetts area and they
returned to Maine when my grandfather passed awdyrgy father went back to take care of his
mother.

AL: And what were your parents’ occupations?

PM: My father was a laborer for the Central Maine Bo@ompany when he first came, or
returned to Waterville. He was that when he leét €entral Maine Power when he went to
Massachusetts. My mother worked in a textile figgta number of them, not just one. She
worked in probably half a dozen in the Watervilleawhile we were growing up. And she was
a weaver in a woolen mill. My father was a labowben, Central Maine Power at that time had
what they called the ‘gas division’. They had gathe ground but they manufactured it in the
communities, and Waterville was one of the comnestitewiston was another. And he
worked on the installation of gas lines on a jackheer and whatever was required to get the
lines in and serviced.

AL: What were your parents’ religious backgrounds laelgefs?

PM: Both my parents, they were Catholic and we waiged in a Catholic family. They were
politically, my father was a Democrat. | think decasionally, maybe occasionally strayed to
the Republican side if he saw a candidate thatrealy an outstanding candidate, but for the
most part they were Democrats. | think the sagr@umstances were such that in the laboring



class that they were in, they would be inclinedopialy to be in the Democratic Party. They
never needed any social welfare assistance bettasalways worked, but it was not the kind
of work that was highly remunerative so that thiy;, ut they were in the circumstances that
millions of other people were in, in any event.t By father, probably, predominantly
Democratic.

He was a very strong Roosevelt supporter in thegaf time that | was growing up and
followed it along with him. And from 1932 on, whéereally was aware of politics to a much
fuller extent than | was when | was really youngt, although that was kind of young also, but
I’m aware of the fact that he discussed Rooseigtifecantly and often and felt very strongly
towards him. We never really had politics discdsatthe dinner table to any great extent. He
didn’'t. We were all kind of young at that pointany event. By the time | left home when | was
eighteen, | was in the service, so that | wasstitireally what you might call politically active,
and the rest of the family, they were kind of youdghn was only sixteen and George was
probably ten at the time and Barbara eight, saltdbink that we had much in the way of
political discussions within the family. Now hedhpolitical discussions from time to time with
friends of his, contemporaries of his, and moghote people | came to find later on were also
let's say Democratic, they belonged to the Demacidrty.

AL: What was your parents’ relationships to differgiups in the community?

PM: Well they were raised, my mother was Lebanesg.fdther was Irish adopted by a
Lebanese family. So he was raised, the cultuléyr@as Lebanese, he was adopted when he
was about three years of age, and so his totalreudit that point, from that moment on was a
Lebanese culture, Lebanese foods. We went to étieoic Maronite, the Lebanese Maronite
church, which was Catholic, and we lived in the &mdise community. Although my father was

a strange looking Lebanese person when people ihbvegwas Lebanese, he was blond and blue
eyed. And people used to ask him, “Are you shat’'s your father?” And | said, “Oh yeah,

he’s my father.” “Well gee, you don’t look alike¢ @l.” Well none of us looked alike, not any

of the children took after my father as far as skixture was, or color was concerned, or color of
the hair or the eyes. We all took after my mother.

And they, his relationship primarily was within thebanese community and he had close
relationships with a number of people. But youwnthey were so busy working that they
really didn’t have an awful lot of time to sociaiputside of the church and their friends in the
area they were in. We never owned a car at that potime so you really are limited in how far
you can travel. But our circumstances were neehfiit than most of the people around us.

AL: How large was the Lebanese community?

PM: Well I think at that time it was a very, it wasiah larger than it is now. Probably not
much larger but there were more people who werahefe married to Lebanese. Now you find
a great mixture. Most people my age they martiegly may be married to a Lebanese lady (I'm
talking about a man now), but many of them are diio people of French background. | am.



My brother John’s wife is part Italian and part ksl My brother Robert’s wife was, Janet is
Scottish. So we have a great mixture all acré&sw the community itself in numbers may be

as large as it was, but it isn’'t quite as focusedeing Lebanese as it was then when most of the
people, the husbands and wives were Lebanese ati@oime directly over from Lebanon. So
it's a little bit more fractured, you might say,wmdhan it was then.

AL: Is the culture, do you believe the culture islssong?
PM: | think it's less strong, yeah.
AL: In traditions such as cookingand . .. ?

PM: Oh yeah. | think the cooking maybe not, becaukamk many of the ladies who, like my
wife for instance, she has learned to cook manyahebe dishes. And | think most of the
people, the cooking was the easiest thing to b#tink the loss of the language really
diminishes the culture to some extent. And | thinth the advent of the automobile, that the
community itself is somewhat spread throughoutethiire Waterville area rather than more or
less segregated in one spot surrounding the chiBahnow it's every place. And, but | think
that’s not unusual, | think that happens to a fatudtures that they don't live in the areas that
they started out from when they first settled heBet rather, when the children grow up and do
whatever they’re going to do, they move out inttlyong areas maybe even away from the
community. | think the automobile had a lot towith that. You don’t know many people
without automobiles today.

AL: Where was the geographical location of the Lebam®mmunity when you were growing
up?

PM: It was right in the center of Waterville, rigintthe center of Waterville, right, very close to
the downtown area. It was only a block away frawdtown along the Kennebec River. And it
was, you know, within walking, the church was rigjiére on the street that, it's, one minute off
Main Street. And the community was located prechamily in that area. Now there were some
people who had moved away at that point in time ather communities, but for the most part
they were located in that particular area rightlose to downtown. You could, back then of
course, as you know, the downtown is where albittesity took place. The stores were there,
the grocery stores, the supermarkets as suchweemn’t supermarkets like they are today; the
department stores. So you could walk to everyeplam were going. You're hard pressed to
walk to all the places you want to go to today eesgly if there are shopping centers which
there are, of course, in Waterville at this presemé, surrounding the community.

AL: Now you said your grandparents also lived in Walle. Were they the first generation to
come there?

PM: Yeah, they were the first generation but theyndjdhey didn’t originally settle in
Waterville, they settled in Bangor. And that's wdeny father was adopted, in Bangor. They



moved to Waterville and they ran a little grocetgrs in the community. And part of the reason
my father returned to Waterville is that when lather passed away, the mother was unable to
communicate in English to any extent. And shegsedito leave Waterville, so he returned to
Waterville to take care of her and brought the famwith him. And he was able to, as | said, |
think he had, | don’t recall the details now, batrhade arrangements so that he was able to
secure the job that he had before. Because yow,lywu're at the point now where the great
Depression was almost ready to start, if it hadhmiéady started, and he wanted to be certain he
had something that he would be able to be earmmngesnoney at. Now my mother knew how
to weave so she could go right into the mills amnsas she could secure a position there, and
start working as a weaver. She didn’t start reghitty because she had three more children, but
she started shortly thereafter.

AL: Could you give me some recollections of your fghi

PM: Well, we were a very close family. As | said, really didn't, we didn’t do a lot of things
away from the home other than school activitiespmrts, as such. John and | of course were
kind of like a, we were a little older and we rgalidn’t see too much, we saw the children,
Robert, George and Barbara. But we really didaithan awful lot going with them, as young
people, because they were really young when we baganing to get involved in sporting
activities. John and | were much closer probablyas much closer to John probably, than
anyone else in the family, myself personally, thagone else, any of the other children in the
family. We had great times. We never had a prabath the parents and we never had a
problem, | don’t believe we ever had a problem denyg.

When, we had two locations when we lived in WalkrviOne was right along the riverbank. |
wouldn’t suggest that it was the area that anyooeldvreally want to go looking for, to live at
that time. Well, at that time it didn't make mudifference. As | said, there were a lot of
families living there, so it wasn’t unusual butviasn’t exactly the high rent district of
Waterville. And, but we never had a problem. Amdways take pride in the fact that in the
neighborhood we were in which was really, at tlospin time, only about two acres in size. |
believe there were, and this is part of a progiaat, of the project that | did for the city forty
years later when | did the urban renewal progranthfe city of Waterville, there were nineteen
homes, probably a hundred children growing up &t thvo acre area.

And I look back now when | think about it, from teecame doctors, physicians, dentists,
lawyers, a U.S. senator, priests, accountantsnesspeople. And to my knowledge not a single
person ever went to jail for anything. Now thatts to say there weren’t some difficulties from
time to time. | mean, but the only kind of difflaes might be a little shoving match between
ten, eleven, twelve-year-old boys who were contagelith one another.

AL: What do you attribute to the high success?

PM: Well | think a lot of it was that not only did yoown family look after you, but | think the
rest of the families looked after you, as well. d&here was a, | guess it was really, | always



remember my father telling me one thing. And tomes later on, | don’t know, maybe he told
me this earlier, “You know, there’s a lot of thingdife that cost money but there are some
things, invaluable things, that don’t cost any mon¥our reputation for one: Do you have a
reputation for integrity? And if you lose that ue@ation, no matter how much money you make
later on, it’s virtually impossible to buy it back.ou earn that and it doesn’t cost you anything.
If you earn the respect and confidence of the methat you deal with, you don’t have to worry
too much about how much money you have. Theyakitays have that respect for you. But if
you lose that, it's extremely difficult to ever geback again. So the only thing | can ever tell
you that I’'m going to leave you, is hopefully myogbname. And as far as money is concerned,
not any money to speak of so do what you can wighniame.”

And we've always, | think we always felt that waye always made certain we did not, | think
we did at least, | did and | know John did and $ane the rest of them did, that we didn’t
embarrass the family in any way, shape or mantieve had problem, you'd go home and talk
about it, and I'd tell my father | had a proble@r if he thought | had a problem he’d ask me,
“What's your problem?” you know. And we’d sit dovand discuss the problem if there was a
problem. But we never had a family where there arasshouting or screaming or hollering or
hitting or anything of that sort, you know. Myliar didn’t have to say anything more than
once. If he said it a second time, you know, tmetof his voice told you, ‘Look, get yourself
together here now because you don’'t need to hawefgther angry at this point in time.’

And that’s the way it was with both my father ang mother. |1 mean, | never heard my mother
raise her voice. | never heard my father cureevier heard him swear. He just never used that
kind of language. And he was a super guy that wayd he was, | think, a great example, one
that we all tried to follow. You know, you talkedbout the problems we have today or the
things that are occurring today, and of courseatisfferent society today. | have four children
of my own at this time here now, and it’s difficédr me to relate to them sometimes some of
the things that | went through when | was youngit Yu still have to have, you still have to
have some, you have to set some kind of an exarnhliek, for your children. If you want

them to do the right thing, | think you have totte right thing yourself to make, at least
impress upon them that doing the right thing matyahways be what you want to do, but it is
still the right thing to do.

So that, in that regard, one thing my father antherboth had was a very strong work ethic.
They didn’t believe you get anything for nothinguyjust work for what you want to get. And if
you work hard enough and you persevere. And kthas far as I'm concerned and | know my
brothers and my sister, we’'ve always followed #ample. And I’'m very proud to think that
my four children are the same way, as a matteactfsometimes | think too much so, that they
believe, you know, you have to work for everythymy get and no matter how long or hard it
takes you to attain the goal that you're after, gtay with it.

When | say too much, sometimes you don’t want taway from your family. Today there are
so many demands on a person’s family, from thelfanWe didn’t have all the distractions that
there are today. There was no TV. So all of sablems, all of our activities took place



outdoors with other children. There was an awdubif interaction between children. | think
that’s one of the things that children miss todsyhey don’'t know how to settle their
differences verbally, and maybe even, as | saicagsionally pushing or shoving. But they settle,
they just get angry and they settle their diffeeeimca much more deadly way sometimes.
Because | don't think they can handle the reje¢tsanto speak.

If you grow up with nothing to do but play withhetr children, you'll learn eventually to get
along with these children. And if you don’t havat kind of experience, you sitby a TV, |
don’t know how many hours they sit but some chitdrguess sit for hours at a time each day,
there’s no reac-, there’s no interaction. You taméract with the TV, but you can interact with
other children. And I think they really, really ssithat kind of thing. So we had a lot of that.
As | said, there were over one hundred childreimdjyn this two acre site. Boys and girls,
varying ages obviously, but plenty of them your cage so that you always had something
going on.

And you had a lot of parents supervising you, ost your own parents. You had an awful lot of
parents supervising you. And you, you know, ydugdr from other parents and you never ever,
ever, ever would say anything back to anyone. Wuatld get you into more trouble than
anything else, if you became sassy or if you redpdrnin a very negative way to an elder, that
got you into more difficulty with my parents thanyshing else. And so we never, to my
knowledge | don’t think anybody in the family exgat themselves in difficulty that way.

My father had a rule, when we were going to scletelr on, in high school: If you come home
with a big problem at school, you're likely to memore trouble here than you are at school, so
my suggestion is: don’'t have a big problem in sthédmd you can avoid that by doing the work
you have to do and required to do at school, glitrie and take it in. That, again, is not to say
that you're going to get a perfect mark or a higirkreven, but at least you got it in. But if you
come home and you have a, or | hear you have dgmnobith a teacher and you've sassed the
teacher or anything along that line, and you coneetall me about it, I'm going to tell you now,
you’re going to be in more trouble with me than ywa with them. They’re likely to be right,
you're likely to be wrong, so. And he never was kind who would run up to the school, you
know, demand that, ‘my child is such a wonderfuld;hyou have to give him all the attention’
and, that wasn't his style at all, see. So we kifid think, lived that way, you know, as we
were growing up.

AL: Were your parents visible in school at all imierof overseeing your education or being on
any committees or . . .?

PM: No, not really. You have to understand, my moti®viously didn’t handle English very
well so. But she joined the PTA when | was in gr@an school. | mean, | don’t think she really
understood to a considerable extent all the thihgswere going on. But, they measured your
performance in school by not hearing from anybadychool that you were a problem child,
number one, and by the ranks that you brought haomaper two. You know, they could tell.
My father was capable enough of determining if vegenintelligent enough to be able to do the



work that was required of us. And if someone gteeme other child, and as | said there were a
lot of children the same age as we were growingaod,he was I'm sure aware of how well or
how not well they were doing, and could measuréyrauch.

My father went to the fifth grade so he really didrave any formal, no significant formal
education himself. And my mother was educatedttss &s she was, in Lebanon, so there
wasn’t the same kind of standard. But he couldaredl he had a pretty good idea where we were
and if we started getting, let's say if we weretiggtexcellent marks or reasonably excellent
marks and suddenly we weren’t getting them. Hédiausly want to know what the problem
was. And if you can’t do the work, that’s one titout my father had a rule also: If you can do
the work, | expect you to do the best work you dan | don’t expect you just to get by, | expect
you to do the best work you'’re capable of doinglatimes. You have no reason not to.

When we were in high school playing in sports, dokn and | were, he was a year behind me in
school. We both played football, baseball and étskl at Waterville High. If you were
capable of getting an A and you got a B, you haebaproblem with my father about continuing
to play. Because while he liked sports, it toaka far back position, in his mind, as to what
you were going to school for. It was an educaéind if you don’t pick this mark up, | don’t

care whether the coach thinks you're good, youdtgoing to be playing. So you were always
striving to maintain decent marks in school atiales, see. That's how he kept track of what
we were doing. Now he didn’t get too involved ahsol, you know, no more than visit the
schools and visit the teachers and, not, not atimmgy at least. And part of that reason is the fact
that he worked six days a week, probably ten hautay, and he really didn’t have that kind of
time to do that kind of thing.

AL: You as children, you and your siblings, did yavé responsibilities or certain chores
around the house to kind of build that work ethic?

PM: Yeah, well let me, when we lived, in the area ddy the river, it was called King Court.
And we burned wood in the furnace, we actually tewatral heat in the hot air furnace. So they
would deliver four-foot lengths of wood. And themmeone else would come along and, with a
saw, this fellow, traveler, would go to various@thomes and cut them up into one-foot pieces,
which were then split. Now when we were young wabpbly didn’t do too much splitting. But
we moved from there when | was going on thirteer,was old enough at that point to split
wood. So |, to this day | love to split wood, drstill split wood pretty good. But we didn't,

you know, and so we would, but early on my fatheuld do the splitting.

We would then throw it, the homes were three feartafour feet apart, and all this had to go
into the cellar. So we, John and | . ... Hehéa} would split, when he’d come home and he,
after work, and this would run into the eveningd &ts dark then. So in the morning he, John
and | would go out and we’d throw the wood dowrhisTwould be done let’s say in August, just
before the cold season starts. We’d throw it dowlmetween the homes right by a window,
throw it in from the window, through the window anthe cellar, and then go into the cellar and
pile it up. That was our function. Later on wditghe wood, threw it down and then threw it in.



When we moved from there, golly, what a move thas wwWhen we lived at King Court we had
the river behind us and the railroad tracks righttio front of us. And so when we moved to
Front Street, we moved to the other side of thekirave went into the higher rent district there.
We went to the other side of the tracks up neara/mlby College used to be. And at that
point my father installed, my father also was apifphe was pretty good with pipes because he,
as | mentioned earlier with the gas plant, divisios installed pipes in the ground. So he, he
installed a furnace, a coal fired furnace with aweohat would, you would fill the bin up and it
would feed the coal in directly. So that was oextrfunction.

We didn’t throw wood in any more but we had to gand fill up the, and | don’t even
remember the name, what they used to call it. iBanhy event it was a little bin like that, with a
worm in it that the coal was fed directly into flienace. We had to do that. And clean the
ashes out. So we’'d clean the ashes out anddilhtipper, it was a hopper, coal hopper, fill that
up, that was a function that we had. Now thatsllof dirty function too, because you had soft
coal which it was very fine and it would be blowm ult didn’t blow up much, but I mean it was
very loose and you'd get a lot of coal dust mowvaingund. That's one of the functions we had.

And, of course, when we bought that house, my fatbeght that house, there was a lot of work
to be done there. John and | had, we painteddhsehfrom time to time. Any work that was
done on the inside, we helped with that. My fatteeroofed the house shortly after we bought
it. | remember we, probably two years after wedidut, so at that point I'm almost fifteen. So
we helped, carrying the shingles up the ladderaaee them on the roof. He did all the roof
work. He wouldn’t let anybody on the roof, but weake the stuff up the ladder for him. So,
yes, we had a lot of functions that way.

And my, at that point my mother was working alsongowould have to clean up the dishes and
wash the dishes. And, see, Barbara who, my seté#nat point she’s only six years old, five or
six years old. George is seven or eight years 8Sll.John and | had the responsibility of fixing
the beds, getting the house straightened out @asveesould. I'm sure it wasn't the way a
mother would like to do it today or even my mothemted to do it back then, but my mother
worked in the evenings back then.

She took a job, when she took a job she always gehto get on the th-, what they called the
third shift, which would be eleven to seven. Se slas always home to make sure everyone
was home in the evening and to bed. And she gogtbhortly after we got up, to help get
everyone ready to make sure that they're off tmethThen she’d nap and do what other things
that she wanted to do and, but she always took algven to seven. So she, now she had five
children and my grandmother for a lot of years.dAknow, | think about it today and | know
there are a lot of demands on parents. And sorteomie or two kids are having enormous
difficulties with transportation available to theand they have a couple of cars. You've got to
run them here, run them there and this kind ofghiwe didn’'t even own a car. And, but she
always made sure everybody had their breakfastvasdon their way to school. We lived close
to the school, so we never were very far away frioenschool. And, but John and | had a lot of



little things to do around the house that way, s&ed, you know, this was expected of us and
this is what we did all the time.

AL: Tell me about some of the different talents amdrests of each of your siblings and
yourself.

PM: Well, I think everyone had to some extent ovgsiag interests. But, you know, George,
George was an academic, more so than myself, JuhRabert. Barbara is an academic, but
she’s a pretty good athlete as well. Barbara Wwa®nly girl, the youngest, and everything we
did she wanted to do. We played baseball, sheadantplay baseball. And you know
unfortunately, and she would have been a terrtfitete | think, and unfortunately at that time
they didn’t have girls sports the way they havésgports today. And I'm not sure we treated
her very well. When we would, for instance in ek she would run shag flies, and we would
all take fifteen swings. And Barbara, we’d let Baira go up there and take two or three swings,
which was really unfair. She recalls those momants and, you know, | have a hard time
trying to remember. And she says “Well, you redibyn’t want to remember.”

But all of us really enjoyed sports tremendougind | think Johnny probably, was probably the
best individual as far as all the sports are carextr He really didn'’t, to this day he’s an

excellent athlete and he’s, what, seventy-two nathie’s still an outstanding athlete. Robert
was a good athlete. | guess maybe they'd say hwasad athlete. And George and | probably
rank on the bottom of the scale. | have to sayr@ewas on the very bottom. But academically
we all did, | think, very well in school, | thinkelter than average but not by any means at the
top of the class. George probably was closer ttiene anyone else. Barbara was very good that
way as well.

That was another thing | might add that, to digfes® moment, that my father always used to
discuss. That in spite of whatever the financiawnstances look like, everyone here is going
to end up going to college. | mean, he used taghr¢hat constantly to us. And every one of us
ended up going to college, myself, John, Roberar@eand Barbara, and even getting advanced
degrees after college. And all of our childrendnavetty much gone to college. | think that was
one thing he just felt, that was the great equalitée was a strong believer if you get a good
education, whatever other prejudices some peopjehaee, really fall by the wayside if you are
in a position to do something and help them. Areyfthey can forget about what your name is
or what your religion is or what your ethnic baakgnd is if you're able to produce. And how
you produce really is, if you are well-educated and position to do some things that other
people in their own circumstances are not ableoto d

So, but as far as different activities, George pbiys you know, he loved to read. | guess we all
liked to read. | don't know anyone in the famihat didn't like to read and to this very day
reads very extensively, newspapers, books, magazine

AL: Was that type of material around your home atatid you, was it found in school?



PM: No, let me tell you, my father, and this alwaysgpsises me when | thought about it later
on. The National Geographic is considered to beudastanding magazine. And as poor as we
were my father was a subscriber to the Nationalg@eshic and he had, he kept the editions for
years. We hadllational Geographics from, you know, for fifteen, twenty years Nétional
Geographic magazines. We had more maps, they used to senithgeoaps, they still send you
the maps. We had maps of every continent, evargtcy, every region, every ocean, every sea.
I mean, he just had all this material there. Wellook at it? Absolutely. All the time? Not
necessarily so. But if you really wanted somethiell say, it's right over there, you go find it
and you'll find the material you want. We didnave encyclopedias, although we had a set of
encyclopedias at the house. | mean he, this ikititeof way he tried to educate us as best he
could.

But as far as, a whole slew of mag---. We gotriee@spaper every day. And he had only one
other magazine that | can recall that he reallpyasyg tremendously, my father loved the
railroad. And I think what it did for him is it ga him a sense of traveling, which he wasn't able
to do at that point in his life. And he had, ardbh’t even recall what the name of the, precise
name of the magazine, but it identified the variengines, the steam engines. And then the
diesels came on and then eventually the electgmes came on. And the lines, he could show
you every railroad line in the country, you knolwew York, New Haven, Hartford, New York
Central, Pennsylvania, Norfolk and Dedham or whaetteMorfolk and, but he knew all the

Union Pacific. He could tell you where the tracés to, which one went across the country,
which went down south, which went to the southwiestjust loved that.

And he loved just geography, so to speak. Andi\vays talked about Dawson in the Yukon.
And when my son went to Alaska and drove acrossolb@try, he spent one night at Dawson in
the Yukon. To, because he’d heard so many stbyoes my father about the Yukon and
Dawson. And he, so he, he said, “I got thereuldtave gone a little further on but | wanted to
stay there one night just to recreate what,” (ial#c they call the grandfath&idu) A whatJidu
always talked about.” So in that regard | thinkgjaee us a very good education, because every
one of us became really proficient where the coesitare, where the states are.

Another problem you read about today with kidsytlen’t even know where the state of Maine
is if they're in, some of them are in ArizonAWhere’s Maine?” “Hmm, | don’t know, is Maine
part of the country?” “Yeah, it's part of the con” “Where is Angola?” “Angola? Never
heard of it.” You know, this kind of thing. Butlbn't think there was a country in the world we
couldn’t identify, at least what, at, what contihérwas on. And almost certainly put your
finger on where it is in that continent. And tisapretty hard to do with a lot of kids.

But he, you know, he used to love to have us dsdlkinds of things. We used to write, if you
wrote reports on different things, he’d tell yoouyknow, go get the magazine out there. You'd
have to sear-, we didn’'t keep a card that saidytiveig about Asia is on this edition, that edition
and this edition. You had to go get the magazamesby one and run down the index to find out
if there was a subject there that you were tryongaver. That's a lot of work.



AL: No librarians in your family.

PM: Yeah, that's a lot of work. You know, today ypuwt it on the computer and you punch it
up and it says, okay, get March of ‘92 and April38 and you’ll find, you know. No, we went
back and looked through every darn magazine. Aadhad them all there. But that’'s how he, |
think those are some of the things, you know | ftaglren thought about that, but those are
some of the things that he did when we were growimg And he’d go out and play a little

sports with us now and then. He wasn't really wiaat'd call ‘athletically inclined’ but he

could go out and throw the ball around with yound&e enjoyed watching us play, but he really
wasn't a big athlete himself.

AL: Now you said your mother didn’t speak a lot Eslglat least when you were younger. Did
you learn to speak . . .?

PM: Arabic?
AL: Yeah.

PM: Oh yeah. My mother, my father spoke Arabic pstluently as any Arab because from

the age of two and a half or three that's the ¢aagguage he ever heard. Of course you'd get the
English if you're out there speaking to childreruyown age, but he s-, no, he spoke Arabic ju-.
As a matter of fact my father’s pretty profici@mianguages because he spoke French very
fluently.

AL: Where did he pick that up?

PM: Well, of course Waterville was a French communitie went to a French parochial

school for the five years that he went to schamhe learned to speak French, very proficient in
French. He could read a bit of French and wriiela bit of French, he could not do that in
Arabic. But you could not tell my father was a prab by his accent in Arab, in speaking
Arabic language. He was just as proficient withdtthe people that grew up whose parents
spoke Arabic all the time. And I'd say that he lspprobably as well as some of the people who
came from Lebanon and settled in Waterville.

So, but my mother, and he, and she insisted thapwak as much English to her as we could, to
get her so she’d be a little bit more proficien&imglish. And back then when we lived down on
King Court, Colby College is just up the streetadA remember this, because at that point | was
about maybe ten or eleven or twelve, she had aleadfiyoung college students who came

down and worked with her in English. Now she ndearned to read and write English. She
could read a little bit, she could write her namd things like that, but she, all her education
was in Arabic. And she was one of the few peoplé/aterville of Lebanese descent that could
read and write Arabic, see.

So she used to tell me when I'd say, you know, &Whre you going to learn English?” She



says, “When are you going to learn Arabic?” Wetlever learned how to read and write and |
could not obviously speak as well as she couldkspad, but she could speak much better
English than | could speak Arabic. So she alwayd, SWell see, I've got one up on you. You
take all your college degrees and do what you wathtthem, but I've got one up on you.”

AL: I'm going to stop there so we can turn the tayer 0
PM: Okay.

End of Sde One
Sde Two

PM: Now you were asking me where did | get my elemgnand secondary education. It was
all in Waterville. | attended the public schoaisWaterville starting with the South Grammar
School, which is now the Muskie Center in WateevillAnd then from there to the junior high
which is presently the Pleasant Street School iteWale. And then senior high which is now
really not necessarily totally abandoned, but thesintendent has his offices there and the
kindergarten classes in Waterville are held th&wet a significant part of the building is not
being used at this present time because there waw &igh school built about twenty-five years
ago in Waterville.

So | got my elementary and secondary educatior migiWaterville in the public schools there.
We all did. George and Robert and Barbara statti@érochial schools. George and Robert
went . ... When | was growing up and Johnny wasving up there was no school at St.
Joseph'’s church, which is where we went. When thexne ready to go to school, a school had
been established for the elementary grades ab&tph’s church. So Robert and George went to
St. Joseph’s until the eighth grade, and then weehigh school. Barbara went to Mt. Merici,
which is a private girl’'s Catholic school in Watiler and, until the eighth grade, and then went
to Waterville High School. So as far as John aacklconcerned our complete education was
with the public school system.

| might add, I’'m a very strong advocate of the prbthool system everyplace. | would hate to
see .. .. | think it's the greatest advance ¢bisntry ever made when they established a public
school system free for every child, so that eveeyaas offered an opportunity right through
high school to go to school free of charge, to aregor their lifelong careers in whatever they
wanted to do. | think it's the greatest benefittany child could get. And | never could
understand children dropping out of school. | meaee it much thought when | was in school,
and then after | got out of school | could nevgufe out how some children don’t want to go to
school and how some parents don’t care whetherghey not. It just never made any sense to
me, because it doesn’t cost anything for the dilgo to school. |, you know, it's paid for by
the taxpayers’ dollars, but it's just a wonderfpportunity. And you know, | just would hate to
see anything happen that would diminish the effeciess of the public schools in our country.

AL: And what did you do after high school?



PM: Well, I was in the service for one thing. Whends a senior in high school in

19-, | entered Waterville High my senior year inppenber of 1943 and | was seventeen at the
time, that’s the height of World War Two. And thienJanuary | was turning eighteen, January
20th, and at that time when you were eighteen ydn'tdstay in school, they pulled you right
out of school into the service. And | thought atibxat and | wasn't really interested in being
pulled out of school to go into the Army. And thevere a number of programs available. At
that time during World War Two there was no sepafit Force, you either were in the Army
air force or the Navy air force, and the Marine [i@owas with the Navy.

Colby College had a contingent of Army air forcople that were being educated at Colby.
Bates College had a Naval unit. The program whed®-12 or V-5, V-12 being line officers,
V-5 being air force, but you all started out in ¥4d.2 program. So on December 17th, |
remember the day so well, 1943, | went to Bostiogot a ride down with a relative to Boston
and took an examination, a written exam to seeviblild, if I, you know, pass the exam for the
Navy V-5 program. | passed the written and thesptal exam. The physical was the next day,
December 18th. After | passed the written theyg,s8Come back tomorrow for the physical.” |
came back, returned the next day. The Navy bugldias on Causeway Street which is right
where the old Boston Garden used to be. And lgoh8sat [the physical] and was notified by
the Navy. Now, this is all prior to the 20th ohdary, because all this ends on the 20th of
January if I hadn’t passed it. That | passed #arenation AYou must return, you must
complete your education now which would be doneeJi844, and you're assigned to Bates
College.” So here we are today at Bates College.

| did three semesters, it was an accelerated prggrneone year. July, August, September,
October of 1944, and then November, December, Jgneabruary of 1945, and then March,
April, May, June of 1945. And so | completed theee semesters. And from there, with a short
layover at Floyd Bennett Field in Brooklyn, New ¥ot was sent to the University of lowa in
lowa City and completed my pre-flight training beétUniversity of lowa. And from the
University of lowa, then | was sent to Glenview ldbir Station which was outside of Chicago
for my primary flight training. It now got into &) while we were into the primary flight

training, the war was over at this point in tim&'e were in, now, it's now May of 1946 and the
option was offered to most of the fellows, the ¢adeho were in the program that | was in. You
can stay here and complete the program, if you ¢ete, but you must sign up for five years,
or you can leave at this point in time and we vélease you from active duty.

So | opted, since | was just starting out in thghfl training program, | opted for release from
active duty. And | went home and then entered.thersity of Maine in September, 1946 and
completed my bachelor’s degree requirements. Gitadun 1949. And then from the
University of Maine | went to Columbia University get a masters degree at Columbia, which |
got in May of 1950.

AL: A master’s in what?



PM: In Education. But | never taught a day of mg.lifAdministration of Education. Dwight
Eisenhower was the president of Columbia Universitihe time that | went through, see, he,
before he became president of the United Statesl itAvas an interesting period, | might add,
and | was very fortunate. | really was extraordigdortunate. | did five years of college and
got a subsistence from the government and my tiotadn paid for by the G.I. Bill when | got
out of the service, and for the four semestersrpleted while | was in the service. So from my
point of view, and obviously from the family’s poiof view, it didn’t cost anyone, not any
money at all.

What you had to do is you had to work your butttof§et through and to make sure you stayed
ahead of whatever requirement there was theredior 5o that you never got, you know, you
get bounced out of these programs very rapidlpifse not maintaining a certain grade average.
And so | did that at all times because | thoulgge, this is wonderful’. It's not costing me or
my family, my folks, any money whatsoever. Soiinpteted five years of my college education
at no cost. And I always look back on that andkhhat was, gee, that was a wonderful
opportunity for me. And I, frankly, | took advag&of every single bit of it. And, if it was

there and you could do the work, you could getuflothe program.

A lot of nice people, a lot of very successful gepgarl Rowan, the writer, Moynihan, the
senator from New York, there’s a whole host of peog@ohnny Carson. These people were all
in the Navy, V-5, V-12 program, either the V-12\66 program and it was a great program. |
was the only boy from Waterville High that pasdeat tsenior year of that program, see. Now |
don’t know how many others tried, several did thatow of, | don’t know how many others
might have tried, but | got into the program. Andould have come back to Bates, but Bates
had a requirement. | was starting as a juniot, lthad to take a foreign language if | wanted to
graduate. And | thought, ‘gee, | don’'t want tarstareign language as a junior’. And so Maine
didn’t have that requirement. So | saidf]l go up to Maine.” And so | decided I'd compéet

my baccal-, my bachelor’'s degree requirements abhdlather than Bates. I'd love to have
come back here, though. 1 liked the school quaeKly. But it wasn't to be.

AL: How did your experiences in school, all the déf& schools you attended, shape or change
your beliefs and attitudes that you grew up with?

PM: Well, | don't think they changed the basic attigs. In, | might add in college | was lucky
that way also at Bates here, | was a, on the yaasia starter in basketball and baseball, so |
continued that kind of activity. And the same thwahen | went to the University of Maine. |
only played baseball up there but | was a vardayer for two years at Maine, the two springs |
was there, | completed. So | really enjoyed tispieat of my school career as well as the
academic work. It gave me, | still had the oppeituof participating in those things that |
really enjoyed.

Attitudes? You know, | think it, my attitude omamber of things changed a bit, not
significantly. Certainly | came to understand tthegre are people who have some real
significant philosophical differences than whatduwd have, and the group that | grew up with



had. Basically the group that | grew up with, wergvall in the same economic circumstance
and so we were pretty much, and we were all fragrstime ethnic circumstance and we were all
from the same religious group. | think it streregtbd my religion for one thing, my belief in
Catholicism. | roomed with people who were noth@dts and couldn’t understand why | was
one. And | couldn’t understand why they were whaly were. So, but we always remained
good friends.

Even to this day, my roommates at Bates here, vt ameually. One of them has just passed
away. | had three roommates. There were fousdfare at Bates and we meet, we have been
for the past ten years after all our children gtgmand gone, we’ve met for the past ten years
every year. We were here last year, we would laéiveeen in the class of 1948, so we came
down to the class reunion. We were invited downwe came down to the class reunion. We,
and we’ve always remained friends. And we have, kiiow, somewhat different social
backgrounds but that's never interfered with oianfdship. You get to be a little bit more
tolerant. You find out there are an awful lot dfetent opinions than the opinion you had, that |
might have had.

And you also find out that there are some people @dn't like some things and you’ll never be
able to change that aspect of it, you know? Wtharrg in the service you're under a controlled
environment to a significant extent, you know, ylmupretty much what you're told to do.

“March over there,” you march over there. “Sit dgiwyou sit down; “stand up,” you stand up.
And when you're in a, | think in a collegiate care®on-military, there’s a lot of people who,

you run into that really for whatever reason somes feel that they’re just a little different and
therefore should be treated a little different.eyiprobably have more money or they have, they
come from families that are better off, and. Burtthe most part most of the people I've met,
certainly in the last twenty-five years of my lifdgn’t have that, don't try to distinguish quite as
fine as they did when they were younger.

| mean if, you know, | read the stories about tiaks land the problems they’re having in schools
today about dress codes. | had, when | went tdJtheersity of Maine, | had Marine Corps
greens, trousers. | think | wore those trousershfe two years, yeah? | never, | don’t
remember, now maybe somebody might have commebtad any clothes but if they did it
never bothered me any. And | don’t even recalbaaly comm-, because most of the fellows
that | was with were fellows who had been in thevise themselves. And so in those times the
prejudices did not, | didn’t encounter an awfuldbprejudice. Frankly, | encountered more
prejudice in Waterville growing up as |, when | kdeack now, and | didn’t recognize it as such
back then. But |, as I look back now | understaamhe of the things that | was told when | was
younger that | really didn’t understand what | vis@sng told. And, but . . .

AL: Like what?
PM: Well, you know, | can recall being told ‘what dwasting my time in the college course

for, see? “Well,” | said, “that’'s where my fathesants me to be. | can do the work, he wants
me there, that's where I'm going to be.” You knowRad a teacher when | passed the Navy



exam, [who said,] “They must have made a mistakesaid, “I don’t think so, they got my name
right.” And so, you know, little things like thagee. And you look back on it now, and even
some of the kids that you knew in school that, tfieym a financial point of view they were
much better off, you know, “Well, | feel sorry fguys like you.” | said, “Gee, what for?” |
mean, | think | live a pretty good life. I've ggteat parents and we, you know, I've got a nice
warm house and we eat every day. | mean, | thimkithat now and | think to myself ‘I really
didn’t pay much attention to it back then’. It mewothered me any, and | never bothered with
them very much.

So | figure, the people I really chummed arounchwiior the most part, were people in the same
kind of circumstance | was in so | never recogniaey kind of difference between us, even
though there might have been some differences leetws. And most of them were fellows

who were, | guess they say today, you're a joclt rBost of the jocks that | knew were
excellent students as well. So | think probabbytlvere under the same kind of pressure, if you
call it pressure, that we were under at home ihytba have to do well at this other thing, which
is not the sports. You aren’t going to play foditketer on for a living. And when | was old
enough to understand that, my father made surdérgitood that, you're never going to be a
football player to make any money, so. But thiskobere will teach you something that will
help you earn a living later on. But you can pagl have a good time as long as you never lose
sight of the fact that you're there to get an etinoaso.

When | was at college, maybe it's because | wétl@ dlder and | didn’t pay much attention to
it. | mean, if somebody, if | found that somebadglly didn’t want to be, didn’t find me
interesting enough to want to talk to me, | woutdmaste my time trying to figure out how to
get to them, you know. | wasn’t going to try tedk down someone’s prejudice, it's too
ingrained at that point. And if they can’t fincdeihway themselves, to get rid of that kind of
feeling, far be it from me to try to change thdtitade.

So as far as, you know, like, there were, | negally encountered any significant religious
prejudice but. There might have been some butéme never really had anyone come right out
and tell me, you know, ‘You're doing the wrong thih | would have probably told them,

“Well, maybe that’s so but I think I'm going to domue doing it until my parents tell me it's the
wrong thing because | get most of my direction from parents, not from some total stranger.” |
never, so, | would guess that my beliefs and myudtts and my interests all developed when |
was very young.

We still have a very strong interest in readingg@ography, in what's happening today. My
major was history, by the way. So, | loved histdripved to read where we came from, how we
got to where we were, where we are and how we dpedlall over, in not just this country but a
lot of countries. | mean, | think history’s sodagating and I've always believed if you don’t
know where you've been, you’re not going to knoweneyou're going, see. So, and | love to
travel, | always loved to travel, like | said, tltaéime from reading all the maps that my father
had, talking about all the states. | never wegtfarther than Boston when | was in high school,
in Waterville up to the high school level, untgdt into the service when | ended up in New



York and lowa and Chicago, | had never done arthaif before.

Since then I've traveled through the entire countimyEurope, to Africa, to Asia, to South
America. And I find it fascinating, you know, teesall the various cultures and meet people and
talk to people. And | find people for the mosttgaretty nice, you know, | find, you know,

pretty nice. I’'m sure not everybody is nice, Bat hot going to try to be judgmental on anyone
over whether they’re nice or not. | find for the@shpart, I've, | always had a good relationship
most every place I've ever been. So, | guesswane with an interest in that kind of thing and |
still have it. And I've always had an intereste@arning and | read voraciously, | read every
night of the week before | go to bed for at leashaur to two. Not just history, | love novels.
Tom Clancy, LeCarre, you know, so | stay interesked way.

AL: We've talked somewhat about the Waterville comityumhen you were growing up . . .

PM: Well, the Waterville community when | was growiwgs a diverse community. There
was a significant Lebanese population there, tiy @me in the state of Maine that has its own
church. In fact it’'s one of the only, at one tithe/as one of only three, | think, churches in the
nation that had its own school. It had a very ificgmt Franco-American population, very
significant. It had, it didn’t have much of anlid¢a population, a very small Italian population.
It had a relatively significant Irish Scottish pdgtion. It had a very, it had a very strong Jewish
population, not a large but comparable to the Lebarpopulation. It had a very significant
Yankee population.

It was a community when | was in high school detdy, because that's when | remember most,
when | was in high school, all the businessesHfemhost part in Waterville were probably
owned by Yankees. And that comes from their béiege much longer than anyone else. If
you go down the street today, there aren’t any aWneYankees. There’s an awful lot of them
owned by Jewish families, by Lebanese familiesi-tgnch families, and so they have really
moved up the economic ladder so to speak.

The churches, there were in Waterville four Cathohurches, which attest to a very large
Catholic population in Waterville, aside from ther®unding communities. There’s a
significant number of Protestant denominations ist&Wille, the Baptist church, the Methodist
church, the Congregational Church of Christ, asgyaificant number today especially of
Evangelical churches. There’s a Jewish synagdugre that is very active and very successful.
And there’s a Christian Science church and Univistsanitarian. So you have virtually every
Protestant denomination covered in Waterville.idlmhadd that the Congregational Church of
Christ is probably, I live across the street frome othey have the biggest, biggest attendance of
any church in the community now, they are absojutetredibly busy. And religiously, I think
churches today are suffering from attendance, itdbimk many of them have the kind of
attendance they had. | know they don't at St. glo'seor even some of the other Catholic
churches.

And one of my roommates that | was mentioning to jere at Bates is a, when he left Bates he



went to Harvard while he was in the Navy, and tfeished up at Harvard after he got out of the
Navy, and went to Yale divinity school for his marstand doctorate and became a minister at
the Congregational Church of Christ denominatiénd he’s one of the fellows | get tog-, | get
together with him two or three times a year. Hediin Florida, | see him in the winter time in
Florida and then | see him in the summer time.hBlea home in Vermont and we get together.
And he’s mentioned on numerous occasions to mdltegthave the same problem, they don’t
get the attendance that they used to get fiftytyfahirty years ago.

| don’t know what the answer is to that. | guéssstill old-fashioned, we pretty much go to
mass every Sunday. So the, | guess | would hasaytdhat the Evangelical churches probably
do, get a bigger attendance. They have smallempgrand they only have one service, so maybe
that might be one of the explanations. But in angnt, they seem to get, but they, they seem to
get significant attendance at most of their seszico | guess the Protestant, the mainline
Protestant denominations are having the same protblat the Catholics are having, in trying to
get their parishioners into the church. If you askwhat the answer to that is, | wouldn’t even
try to tell you because | don’t know. If I knewguiess I'd be in demand at every parish,
Protestant, Catholic, to explain to them what yauehto do to get your parishioners in there. So
| don’t know. But I think we’re basically a relmiis community | guess is what I’'m driving at.

We, | think it's a very religious community withdiverse group with, obviously heavily
Christian. No Muslim mosques in, | don’t thinkdan’t know if there’s any in Maine, but

maybe in Portland, but there’s certainly not, newet in Waterville or in the central Maine area.
And it's, the only Jewish synagogue in the certfalne area is the one in Waterville. So you'd
have to say probably they'’re a, it's a signific@&hiristian community but that’s not unusual, |
don’t think there are very many communities in ¢oentry that are not basically Christian. But
| think the Jewish community has always gotten gleery well in Waterville, as has the
Lebanese community.

| think one of the reasons, too, is, and | thinkuatlihis from time to time, the Jewish community
is a highly educated community, | don’t care whamgone goes, they’re a very highly educated
and a very successful community. They bring ad@ community. They bring a great deal to a
community in the arts, in the sciences, in thegssions. They're a very, very successful group.
| think right along with them, in the generatiogrew up with, the Lebanese are in the same
kind of category at this point in time. Most oéthebanese children | grew up with, not all of
them but most of them, are very well educated aageetty, are reasonably successful in
everything they're doing, and have done extraomdnaell in many respects.

| mentioned to you earlier about the number ofdrieth that grew up in this area, basically
almost one hundred percent Lebanese, doctors, faygentists, professional people, business
people. They’'ve done an outstanding job. Andriklon the strength of that, their acceptance
into the social structure of Waterville is far eadioday than fifty, sixty or seventy years ago
when they were really just struggling to get goignd to their credit, to the parents, the credit
to the parents of my generation. They pushed thena, their children, to get an education.
That’s where you equal the other person who mag laavetter start than you have. But in the



final analysis, if you can produce, there’s no emdhat you can do, but you have to be on an
equal footing. And if you can do it with an eduoat you get that education and you'll find that
doors will open to you for the most part no mattbiat you, what your name is, no matter if
you're a little darker or a little whiter or youvebrown eyes or blue eyes. They don't care.
You are doing something that is productive andséisgj them, and that really makes a lot of
doors open.

AL: Do you find that a college education today opgssany doors as it did during your
generation?

PM: Well, that's a good question. | would say yethimk it does. | know of a circumstance
right now. A very good friend of mine who has aiglater who did not go to college, but had a
very successful career up to a point. And sheig about forty years old and she, she stepped
right out of high school and started out in the taffice as a law secretary. But then she really,
she got into lobbying, | don’t know how she gobirti but she got into lobbying. She did, was
really very successful at it. And now that hagdnip and, it lasted for fifteen, eighteen years.
It's dried up. And she’s had several opportunitiesome really nice positions but the lack of a
college education, because that’s one of the pyiroansiderations that they had established,
that you have to have a college education, she gahin. And, you know, to me that’s a little
unusual, but.

| deal with a lot of insurance guys, | own an irmwae agency, and |, over the years at this point
in my life I've met a lot of the people who aret@p management in some of the companies.
And they in many instances, you know, if they’rengpto hire an underwriter for instance,
they’ll state college degree necessary. Now thghtiind, there might be someone else out
there who doesn’t have a college degree who caulthel job as good if not better, but they're
not going to take the chance of hiring someonerartdat least when you've got a college
education | guess the theory must be you've indatat capability of finishing four years of
requirements to get the degree. So we know weais@you this book and say, “Okay, here’s
the book and this is what we expect you to leathyou haven’'t done that, | guess the
indication is that, well, you haven’t proven tothat you can do it and we don’t have time to
devote to teaching you how to do it. I'm not sayitis fair, but | think that the reality is that’s
exactly what happens. So, four people walk in;9get a college degree and the other three
don’t. I'm certain for the most part you're goitgglook at the person with the college degree
and say, all things being equal, we’ll take youndA, as | said, I’'m not sure that's fair but |
think that is the reality of the situation.

You know, we think about what was life like in thebanese community, frankly I got, some of
my best friends are my Lebanese friends. You kwesvdon’t see each other as often as we
used to see each other but we greet each otheg lidle Arabic, you know, we don't talk very
much, mostly hello and how are you and how’s yamnify. And just, just try to keep the flow
going so you don't forget everything. And these fallows that I, I've never, | wouldn’t
hesitate a minute if | had a problem. I've gobagme of lawyer friends, | don't, it wouldn't,
doesn’t bother me a second to call them up andhesk, “What do you think | should do in a



situation like this?” You know? And they don'tysdCome on in, I'll charge you two hundred
bucks an hour.” They listen. Or, and the samagthihey’ll call me up on insurance, you know,
‘what do you think about this? Now tell me.’” ik, and they’re not necessarily customers of
mine, but | don’t have a problem with that.

You know, we, you know someone for sixty-five, setyeyears, it's pretty hard to say, “Well
listen, we've been friends all these years butimhgoing to give you any information unless
you want to come in here and do business with midat's, | mean that's . . . . They have their
reasons for doing what they’re doing and | havereasons for doing what I'm doing, but that
should not, and it certainly has never altered elgtionship with them and my friendship with
them, see. And | think most of them feel the sarag. We grew up in a group that, we always
felt we were strong together and if we were noepted someplace else we’'d always be
accepted here, so.

And thinking of the Lebanese community, how diget along, sometimes you wonder how it
got along with everybody else. | guess it got glpretty well. There was always differences,
you know. When you're a new immigrant on the bldble last immigrant feels threatened by
your being now on the block and maybe contendin tiiem for the positions and the jobs that
are available. And at that time, when | was yows|, said, you know, that was the period of
time when you had the Depression going. Thereanlasof competition for whatever little

work there was available. | think they got alomgtfy well. |1 mean, the fact that nobody got
killed, you have to say at least that much happened

| think there was a lot of, there was not a lot tthetre was some friction between the various
nationalities, | think. Early on maybe, there ntigave been some friction between the Franco-
Americans and the Lebanese, and there might haare dmme social friction between the
Lebanese and say the Yankees, but | think allghmen overcome over, as time goes on. As
they develop their own, the generation that | gogwvith and just before me, some, there were
some older, people who are older than | am, wh@@tend generation Lebanese, were very
successful as well. I think they broke the grouAad | think as time has gone on a lot of that
has kind of washed away. I'm sure there areptitiple who don’t like someone because he’s
this or that or she’s this or that, but | think fbe most part people pretty much accept you.

My customers are across the whole spectrum. | Bemésh customers, | have French
customers, | have Yankee customers, | have Italistomers, | have every nationality that's
represented in Waterville and the Waterville areawstomers. Catholics, Protestants, of every
denomination, non-religious people. We never get &, “By the way, if you're not a Catholic
I’m not going to write you insurance.” Or somebadying, “Well you're not, you don’t belong
to my church.” I've never had that question askedhe and I've never had anyone say, “I'm
not going to do business with you because youis that or something else.”

| always liked the answer my brother George gavemire was over in North Ireland and, of
course the controversy that was occurring overetbetween the Catholics and the Protestants.
And he said, “You know | ran for the senate andri/ed for a long time and | was the majority



leader, and | never once was asked, “What's ydigioa?” In this country here you don't,
generally don't really care. Your first motivatimwhat are you going to do to help me. If
you're going to do something that’s going to helg, inreally don’t care where you're from or
who you are, as long as you're a nice person.aksuming that those things are there. You're
basically honest and you're a nice decent pergord so | think pretty much you hung around
with your Lebanese friends more when you were yeurgut that didn’t stop you from having
lots of other friends.

AL: Are there others in the Waterville community thati can think of that would be good
sources for this project?

PM: Say that again now?

AL: Are there other people in the Waterville commyttitat you’'ve known and grown up with
who would also be good sources for this project?

PM: Well, you know, you were asking how has Wateevidhanged over the years. | guess it's
changed like every other community has changedsttineture of the city is somewhat changed
from, there used to be a shopping area, a veryfisigmt shopping area, especially in the
downtown. It's no longer that, and that's becanfsebviously the advent or the proliferation of
the cars and the shopping centers. You get icdhéoday, you want to go to Portland it's no
big deal. You jump in the car and you whip on ddhere and you're there in an hour and
fifteen minutes, and you’ve got a million squaretfef shopping space with all these various big
stores. Well, that's pretty much decimated the mtown of Waterville as far as being a
shopping center is concerned. You know, when | gvas/ing up Friday evenings was a big
night downtown and Saturday was a big day and Yyways had traffic downtown. You go
downtown now, if | go down in the evening to myioéfto do a little work, and I'm right on
Main Street, I'm the only car parked on the stegdtmes. So it's changed in that regard. And
I’m not sure how else it's changed.

| think it’s, it's probably changed in that thegeriot as much resentment, let's say, over ethnic
groups as there was, because there’s so much artgting now. And, you know frankly, not
just between the Lebanese and French or Frendhl@mnl, but even religious intermarrying. It's
not unusual for Catholics to marry Protestantsvenelewish people, and you know, it's not,
that’s not unusual. | know several people thaehgone in that direction and it doesn’t bother
anyone, | don’t think it does at least. | havémiown that it bothers anyone. So | think in that
regard, the city is a much richer city, see.

And, but you know physically the city has changed &'s changed rather significantly, | think.
And | don’t know what the future holds for it asl@opping area or even as a manufacturing
center, because we had a whole bunch of indusktriéso longer exist in Waterville. You
know, Scott Paper Company, well, it really wasn’'¥Waterville, it was in Winslow but right
across the bridge. A significant part of the ergpks were from Waterville, but certainly from
the greater Waterville area. That's gone. Theklmnd Duchess which is part of the Deering



Milliken Company closed up its textile operatiomeund 1940 in Waterville. There was a
Wyandotte Worsted, which was a woolen mill, Deefifiiken was a cotton plant, cotton
factory. Wyandotte Worsted closed up twenty yeas, that was a woolen company. As did a
company in Oakland right adjacent to Watervill@ese up.

It is a, | think, a changing kind of economic sttaa in Waterville. It used to be very heavy
manufacturing and today it's becoming a servica aopposed to . . .. You still have
Cianchette which is a significant employer. Andiyave SAPPI right up the river in Fairfield
and Skowhegan, which is obviously a very signifteamployer. But you don’t have the
numbers proportionate to the population, as yowdiar to this, employed in manufacturing. It
just isn’t there and | don't believe it's goingdome back that way for a long time, if ever. Itjus
don’t think so. And this isn’t unique to Watereill | mean, I've had a lot of people say, | was
very much involved in the renewal project as weassed earlier, and part of it was to, we
redeveloped downtown Waterville. This was bacthmearly 1960s. And people have now
said, “Gee, what’s happened to Waterville? We tlstdepartment stores.” “Well,” | said,
“Porteous isn’'t in downtown Portland any more; WBrdthers aren’t in downtown Lewiston
any more; Freeses is not in downtown Bangor anyerfioyou don’t have those things any more
in any of the communities.

(Telephone interruption.)
AL: This is the end of the first interview with PaMitchell.

End of Interview
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