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REMARKS BY
SENATOR EDMUND 8. MUSKIE
MEMORIAL DAY SERVICES
ALFRED W. MAXWELL, JR.
WINTHRO®P, MAINE - MAY 25, 1970

ABRAHAM LINCOLN STOOD AT GETTYSBURG,
AS WE sr#nn TODAY, HONORING “THOSE WHO
HAVE GIVEN THEIR LIVES",

THEN, AS NOW, THE COUNTRY WAS DIVIDED.

THEN, AS Now; OUR CASUALTIES WERE

GREAT.

THEN, A8 NOW, AMERICANS DESIRE AN

imn TO WAR,

TODAY, I BELIEVE, WE CAN HONOR OUR
BRAVE MEN BEST, BY PRACTICING QUIETLY THE

FREEDOMS THEY CHERISHED. THAT MEANS
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TALKING -roén-r.nna AND S8PEAKING OF rr.-acz..
WE MUST REALIZE THAT -mn CITIZEN -
BOLDIER OF AMERICA HAS NEVER goucai FOR
TREASURE...OR EMPIRE...OR VAINGLORY. HE
HAS8 GONE TO BATTLE, wnm CALLED TO DO 8O,
IN THE HONEST BELIEF THAT HE WOULD HELP
PROTECT LIBERTY AND ELEVATE wsnc;n. AND
HE HAS DISPLAYED THE PINEST QUALITIES OF
CHARACTER WHICH YOUNG MEN CAN POSSESS.

OUR HEROES ON MEMORIAL DAY ARE NOT

WARRIORS. THEY ARE G, I,'8 ~- THE WILLIES



ARTFORS: . THE DOUGHBOYS...TEE YANKEES .
AND JOENNIE REBS...AND THE UNKNOWN
SOLDIERS .

IT 1S THIS COMMON QUALITY OF HUMAN-
NESS THAT MAKES OUR MEMORIES OF WAR...OF
YOUNG MEN DYING...§O POIGNANT IN AMERICA.
Kb (5 MAEES GUE GRIGARIONE 20 B PUTURE...
TR, FUTUBRE ROk WHIKE TREY SRV THIIR LV f
BOTH COMPELLING AND SACRED.

AS THE POET LONGFELLOW WROTE, *YOURS
HAS THE SUFFERING BEEN, THE MEMORY SHALL

BE OURS."
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THAT IS wni ALL OF US,. st?£‘01;:.1.¥
THOSE OF US IN PUBLIC LIFE, MUST SPEAK
OUT NOW Aiaou'r oﬁn CONVICTIONS RATHER
THAN ABIDE IN SILE.NCE.

FOR THE UNION WHICH 50 MANY MEN
"HAVE FOUGHT TO ES;I'AB;.'IS,H, TO PRES‘:_‘.RVE,
AND 'rd DEFEND IS INIDANGER. IT Is';N
DANGER BECAUSE WE ARE BITTER WITH EACH
OTHER.. .oﬁn LEyEL OF TOLERANCE IS LOW...
WE GROW INCREASINGLY ANGRY. AND THE
DANGER TO AMERICA WILL NOT DIMINISH UNTIL

THE PIGHTING STOPS 10,000 MILES AWAY,
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REREAPS THE CONFLICT IN SOUTHEAST ASIA
COULD HAVE BEEN AVOIDED IP FREE AND OPEN
ELECTIONS HAD BEEN HELD THROUGHOUT VIETNAM )
APTER THE GENEVA conmcn-m 1954,... CR
IF THE GOVERNMENT OP THE NORTH HAD REPRAINED
THEREAFTER FROM THE ADVOCACY AND USE OF
APMED PORCE DY TS SOVT. ....OR I OTHER CRENY
POWERS HAD AGREED wmz THE UNITED STATES 10
USE OUR COMBINED INPLUENCE TO PROMOTE A

REASONABLE AND PEACEPUL SETTLEMENT OF THE

DIFFERENCES DIVIDING THE PEOPLE OF VIETNAM,



-,

BUT -T!I,Bﬁﬂ EVENTS DID NOT HEPPEN,
RESTRAINT AND IBABON‘ DID NOT PREVAIL. AND
THE CONFLICT WABi NOT AVOIDED.

A8 A CONSEQUENCE, MANY AMERICANS
HAVE FOUGHT .AND DIED IN HOSTILE JUNGLES.
THEY POUGHT A'II'THBIR LEADERS® COMMAND.,..
TO PREVENT A VICTORY BASED ON VIOLENCE...
TO KEEP THE CON'PLIC;-T i’ROM SPRBAI;ING.f.

AND TO HASTEN THE TIME WHEN REASON MIGHT

|

PREVAIL, /‘

/

¢ 4 ANYONB-BAQ FAILED AMERICA, IT HAS

(

NOT BEEN THESE BRAVE MEN. THEY POUGHT...

| Ty
NOT §0 THAT WE WOULD, BLAME EACH ora\en

T OPey



FOR OUR NATION'S PREDIGAMENT... NOT §0
THAT WE wour.n’c-om-n;wz PIGHTING IN ORDER
TO SAVE PACE. BUT THEY FOUGHT 80 THAT WE
WOULD FIND A NEGOTIATED, POLITICAL WAY TO
END MILITARY ACTIONS...TO RESTORE CIVIL
RELATIONS.,.TO GET ON WITH ACHIEVING A
WHOLE 8OCIETY.

THERE ARE MANY AMONG US v;no ARE CON-
VINCED THAT THIS WAR 1§ NOT WORTHY OF
AMERICANSND WHO WOULD THEMSELVES, I
BELIEVE, NOT HESITATE TO DEPEND AMERICA IP

AMERICA ITSELF WERE THREATENED BY PORCE OF

ARMSE8. BUT WHETHER OR NOT THEY ARE RIGHT?



ABOUYT THE PRESENT CONPLICT DOES NOT AND
CAN NOT DETRACT FROM THE VALOR, THE DEDI-
GAfION. ‘AND THE FIDELITY WHICH 80O MANRY
YOUNG MEN HAVE SHOWN S50 FAR AWAY,

IP WE ARE ‘IO REMOVE THE AWPUL BURDEN
ON OUR MEN IN THE PIELD...TO ST!:-I.I. THE
S8OUNDS8 OF REVEILLE HALFWAY AROUND THE
WORLD...TO END THE PLANTING OF CEMETERIES
FOR THE YOUNG...THEN, I SUBMIT, WB MUST

EXHIBIT A "NEW SPIRIT" IN AMERICA,...A BPIRIT



WITHOUT RECRIMINATION OR RANCOR...A
SPIRIT OF DETERMINATION TO BRING PEACE.

| THIS WILL REQUIRE US NOT TO CONFUSE
HUMILITY WITH HUMILIATION. . .PATIENGEW
WITH PANIC...OR REASON WITH FORCE. FOR
BUCH CONPUSION DOES NOTHONOR TO THOSE
WE REMEMBER TODAY, OR TO oursn‘wzs.

THE ACHIEVEMENT OF PEACE WILL RE-

QUIRE US TO EXERCISE THOSE AMERICAN INSTINCTS
OF PAIRNESS , COMPASSION, UNDERSTANDING AND

COOPERATION WHICH TRANSCEND DIFFERENCES

IN LANGUAGE, IN COLOR, IN POLITICAL PERSUASION.
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AND IT WILL RéQUIRB U8 TO DEMONSTRATE
THE NEGOTIATING INITIATIVE, THE NEGOTIATING
CREDIBILITY AND THE NEGOTIATING SENSE, OF
WHICH FREE AND REASONABLE MEN ARE CAPABLE.

ADLAI STEVENSON ONCE ASKED THE
QUESTION, "WHAT DO WE MEAN BY _PATRIDTISM
IN THE CONTEXT OP' OUR TIMEB?* ;\ND HE
ANSRRERED IT THIS WAY: “"A PATRIOTISM THAT
PUTS COUNTRY AHEAD OF S8ELF; A PATRIOTISM
WHICH IS NOT SHORT, FRENZIED OUTBURSTS
OF EMOTION, BUT THE TRANQUIL AND STEADY

DEDICATION OF A LIFETIME., THESE ARE WORDS

ot



THAT ARB'BASY TO UTTER, BUT THIS I8 A
MIGHTY ASSIGNMENT,. FOR IT IS OFTEN EASIER
TO PIGHT POR PRINCIPLES THAN TO LIVE UP TO
THEM.*®

THE VOICES, THE FPOOTSTEPS, THE Gfa.wns
ARE SILENT. WHETHER THE MEN WE HONOR TODAY
WILL CONTINUE TO REST IN A LANDWO!' DESPAIR
OR ONE OF HOPE, ISEP&NDS ON OUR WIBDOM
AND OUR COURAGE TO SHAPE A BETTER FUTURE

ON THE LESSONS OF OUR REMEMBERED PAST,
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