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Transcript

ChrisBeam: Okay, this oral history interview is taking plame September 3rd, 1991 at
Senator Muskie’s home in Kennebunk, Maine. Sendigskie, what | wanted to do today in
this next hour and a half, two hours, or howevaglwe have to talk today, is, | want to do two
things. One, I'd like to review, or ask some mquestions concerning the period from 1946
when you became politically active, or were firgtoted to public office, up until your election
in 1954 as governor of Maine, and then | would tikget into a discussion of your
gubernatorial tenure from 1954-1958. Concernimgpériod from 1946-54, Senator Muskie,
there’s just a few of the, what I'd like to do skayou about some of the personalities who were
involved with you and your reflections on somelwd people who worked with you in the
Democratic Party between 1946 and [19]54, commerthe roles that they play, your
relationships with them, and, you know, how theyrfio the history, the development or the
revival of the Democrat Party in the period rigieaWWII. And | think probably the first
person to begin with is Frank Coffin. Now, he @dya key role. When did you first meet
Frank?

Edmund S. Muskie: Well, | met, may have met him casually earliearth now remember, but |
first met him in terms of all working together fibre revival of the Democratic Party in Maine, in
the summer of 1953 following my discharge from liospital in Waterville. Let's see, when did
that take place? Well, in the spring of 19-, wigit, me get my dates right. In the spring of 1953,
actually in April | think it was, | sustained alfak my home in Waterville which resulted in
breaking my back. | was hospitalized for some sewecight weeks and then I, the family and |
moved down to our cottage onnging phone - aside: well now, my wife said shanswer the
phoneg.

CB: | heard somebody upstairs. | think she did.

EM: Okay. So it was in April that | was hospitalizeidthink it was seven or eight weeks that |
was in the hospital, this was Sister's HospitaMaterville, and we decided to move down to our
cottage on China Lake for the rest of that sumraghat | could rest and recover fully, and

while | was there | of course concentrated largelymy physical rehabilitation. | can remember
crawling down to the shore of the lake to do somiensning, did that on a daily basis, and |



began to devote some thinking to politics.

1953 was the year that | did some lobbying in #wgdlature for a couple of clients, the Maine
Central Railroad among them. And also the elaat& of Maine, practicing electricians in
Maine who put together a code for setting standemdthe practice of, what could you call it,
practice, anyway, for those engaged in electricakw And | put it together and managed to get
the legislature to adopt it. So | had that onea pégractice as a lobbyist, which was interrupted
of course by my accident in April and, but my waev&s virtually finished by that time, and |
finished that, which was valuable in other waygjot involved of course with the legislature in
that year in a different way than | had ever bemwolved before. | was not a member of the
legislature then but a lobbyist, and so | becanmg well known and got to know a lot of the
people who were involved in lobbying the Maine stgiure during that period. So | thought it
was a valuable education. And also, the inconmeeatiditional income | earned proved to be
helpful when | was hospitalized and not otherwisgpcing law, so it was a different kind of a
year than I'd ever spent before or afterwards.

And so my thoughts turned to politics quite natiyreecause | had some exposure to how little
influence really the Democratic Party had had al#gislative work of the state. | think there
were less than twenty-five Democrats in the Maimm&i$¢ out of a hundred and fifty-one. And |
think not more than three or four Democrats ouhoty-three or thereabouts in the Senate. So
the, | really got a taste of how little influenditle actual influence, Maine Democrats had in the
Maine legislature during that period. So it wasbluable, | think it was a valuable experience
considering what happened afterwards and als@itrkg thoughts focused on political matters
when | otherwise was not practicing law, worriedatchow my family was going to live. So
that summer proved to be a very interesting, apayable one actually. It was a much better
place to recover than the hospital and, of cowat®f the family, | had only two children at that
point and Jane, so, and we liked, we loved oue ltbttage down there at China Lake.

CB: Can |, can | sort of deviate here? This brimgsiind a question, and | might want to ask
this again in other interviews, is, you know, thgact of your political activities on your family.
You know, your financial situation and so forthmean, being OPS director probably didn’t
pay very much, did it, to sustain a family of twldren at the time?

EM: No, it paid about, my guess is eight thousanthdoh year. And of course | had to live, |
had living expenses in Portland where the office,vemd | commuted to Waterville where the
family was; tried to do a little law practice orethide. But, no, we had, we were not a, we were
a poor family | would say. | didn’t make an awfot of money, but we somehow got along and
the hospitalization of course reduced our circuntsta even more. So we didn’'t have a lot of
money but we didn’t, we didn’t feel we were suffeyireally. We got by. Barely, | guess. But
our cottage, you see our cottage didn’'t have, wa'tlhave, it wasn’t heated except by
fireplaces so heat was not a great expense. Atithe, | guess by that time we had a small, I'm
trying to think . ..

CB: Where on China Lake is the cottage, anyway? @srawas just up there a couple of
weeks ago.



EM: Well, it's on the, I'm trying to think where weis; it's on, it's on the ocean side of China
Lake, you know. What would that be? East | gutesgeastern side, down, not too far from
South China Village.

CB: Okay, right.

EM: A mile from South China Village? We got ice, g our ice from a farm very near by
because we didn’t have electric refrigeration. filfally had a small, | guess it was about this
size, small electric hot water heater. It wasejaihardship washing diapers, you know, without
some kind of electric heat.

CB: We were on Sheepscot Pond a couple weeks agewhewife has a, my cousin has a
camp, and of course the electricity there had @ecked out by hurricane Bob and so | have
some sense of what it's like to be without elediyic

EM: But we didn’t really feel that we were, that isva hardship. We, the cottage was, well,
about two thirds the size of what it ultimately Bewe. When | was elected governor, we added
quite a bit of footage to the ground floor so tivatcould have a dining room and a living room.
So it wasn't one of, it was a very well built lgttottage but it didn’t have any extras to speak of
really.

CB: When did you purchase that anyway?

EM: Oh, | bought it, I bought that in 1946, yeahyés the same year that | ran for the
legislature. | was then a bachelor, was not ma&iinel946, hadn’t met Jane at that point, and |
lived in a room in Waterville, which was very nicewas very lucky in my choice of landladies
and rooms so | always had a pleasant, you knovgya\wad a pleasant room and a pleasant
home in Waterville when | was a bachelor. | wdmmehelor, pure and simple, didn't have a
girlfriend really when | came back from the warta@ng life from scratch again in Waterville.
And so | got a little lonely and I, it was kind w&tural for me to look for a camp, and that’'s how
we referred to them then. We didn't call them agéts. They were camps. And so | began to
watch the newspaper advertisements and | forgetlgxaow | was attracted to this particular
one, but I was. It had been built by, | think haswa plumber in Augusta, and it was very well
built for a small cottage. It had two small co#taguh, two small bedrooms at one end, barely,
each of them barely held a bunk bed, and in betweena john, you know, but no bath, there
was no shower, no tub or anything of that kind.

CB: So what'd you do, just do without?

EM: No, you went in the lake. You went in the lal&ut we did have a john and the walls

were sheathed, | forget, | think in plywood, swisn’t like many of those camps with the open,
old open, what am | thinking of, the two-by-foursdaall that, it was sheathed. And the kitchen
was tiny, and there was a little, a little dinirmpm, and such furniture as there was came with
the camp. There was a very nice glassed in pbiathJane and | used as a bedroom after we got
married, which was a very pleasant room becauseweused the two little bedrooms for the
kids, when the kids came along. But we loved titide Icottage and when we added that



additional room after | was governor it was a veosynfortable place.
CB: How much land came with it? When you bought it?

EM: 1think it was a hundred by a hundred lot, yeAhhundred feet on the water and a hundred
feet back. | eventually bought another similarcpief land in back away from the lake so |

think it eventually was two hundred feet by a hentifeet. The last time | saw the place within
the last five years. At that time there was amdpedd in back of the cottage, right back to the
main road which was, oh, which was a quarter ofla away from the lake, and it was a hilly
slope down. It was a problem driving into the laleely in the spring because it was, the road
was dirt and could be muddy and a problem. Butaketime | went down that hillside, it was
totally covered with pine trees. You couldn’t $ke top of the hill from the camp. And it’s sort
of deteriorated. | was rather sad to see it.

CB: The house itself was deteriorated, or just the ?.

EM: No, well, the area around it. It hadn’t beerwadl tended, as well kept up. We didn’t
have a chance to go inside the cottage this tiregust peeked in the windows and it seemed to
be a little shabbier and a little less well tend®¥de kept it immaculate, you know, before then.
Of course we bought another house on China Lakerd&fe moved down here to Kennebunk,
but that perhaps ought to come later in this dsions

CB: Now, how long did you have the camp? This paléiccamp that you bought in ‘46? You
sold that when? Or, ...

EM: Well, let's see. We bought that in ‘46, well, m®ved down here to Kennebunk in 1965,
or ‘66, ‘66, so that we had a total of twenty, tiyeyears on China Lake. I'm trying to divide up
those twenty years now. Let's see, we bought ampthe, it was sold, this cottage we’ve been
talking about, and bought another one on China loaka very beautiful piece of land which
was, which we called Birch Point. It was coverdathwirch trees and it was a peninsula. It had
three sides on the water and birch trees thatlbdoduyut my arms around. It was a bigger piece
of land, and we loved that one very much. It wasla cottage, that one. That cottage was
really much older than the other one, but it wagbr and it was very attractive in its way. We
spent a lot of money on it, improving it, but weveedid manage, and never | think would have
managed, to make it a year round residence. ltnw@snmer camp, a summer cottage, but it
was a little more comfortable than the other orgt@hell of a lot of fun and bigger, had a nice
shoreline. Well, it had how many beaches, one, tiaee beaches. We bought a sailboat for
our oldest boy and we had a lot of fun at that ¢toe,

CB: Did you have a motor boat?

EM: No, no. Well, we had an outboard motor, yeahheae an outboard motor, and a boat, a
rowboat, and a sailboat.

CB: Now, how often would you go down to your camp?



EM: Oh, we'd live there all summer.
CB: Oh, you did?

EM: We’'d live there all summer, even when we weregnvhwas governor. We moved out of
the governor’s mansion and lived in those campgkersummer time.

CB: And did you commute to work, | mean to the Blaitmuse?

EM: To Augusta?

CB: Yeah.

EM: Yeah.

CB: And how about before then, while you were anraty in Waterville?

EM: Oh, we spent the whole summer down there. Astéemof fact, when we were married in
1948 | was living, | can’t remember where | wasngy, | must have had a room. | did not have
an apartment. But anyway, when we came back franthoneymoon, instead of looking for an
apartment we went down and lived in the first amta\Wonderful, that sleeping porch was just
terrific for a pair of honeymooners, it was glorsoass a matter of fact. We had a lot of fun at that
cottage, without the hot water and without a bdihtli was one thing for me to go down and
take a dip in lieu of a bath in the morning, it vealittle rougher | suspect on Jane, but that’s
what we had. Every night when | drove in from tiffice, I'd stop at the farm and pick up some
ice so we’d have ice for that night and the next dand Jane was working at that point. She
worked in a women’s dress shop, a very, one ohipjeer class dress shops in Waterville, so we
used to drive in to work together. Must have baeeal burden for her to get ready for work in
that kind of a shop without hot water and withouaéhtub.

CB: Didn’t you feel that was a burden? | mean, mpnession of attorneys is that they have to
be, you know, take a shower every day and dressdso forth.

EM: No, China Lake was a lovely place to go swimmirig]l you.

CB: But you went down there, when? You went dowmehie the spring?

EM: Yeah.

CB: And wasn'’tit cold?

EM: Well, we were married Memorial Day, and we hadeskis honeymoon up in the
Rangeley Lakes, and from there we'd go down to €lhiake and from, so that must have been,
you know, the first week in June. Oh, | can’t renber, we didn’t consider it a hardship. And

when September came, then we had to begin to lanknd for an apartment. | forget how long
we stayed down there in September at that timewkulways looked forward to the summer.



Let’'s see, we didn’t have, I'm trying to remembdrem Steve came, Steve was our first child
and we did not have hot water when he was bornditowe have electric refrigeration. | mean,
we had the ice box and we had, you had to heav#ter for the babies, for the baby, on the
stove.

CB: How did you cook your food? Did you have progane

EM: Oh, we had a, let’s see, what kind of, yeah, ae propane, that's right. | had, | used to
have to pick up those bottles, isn’'t that what tiveye called? Yeah, | think so, the propane
bottles. No, it was a treat. | mean, going, mguiown to the cottage was a combination of a
summer residence and a summer long vacation. W& fet we were living in hardship. And,
you know, we had a lot of friends who lived, whatsummer places on China Lake. No, it, we
had an awful lot of fun. And then of course whemweks elected governor and we enlarged the
cottage, and we could, then we had, began to fgat,ayou know, a few niceties, | guess that’s
what you'd call it. But we had an awful loggjde: Oh, God, what is this thing coming in?
Look at this thing backing ipn.(Recorder turned off ... to this house.

CB: Okay, now we’re going.

EM: Now I, as | remember, that first cottage we gaid thousand dollars for. And | bought it
under the G.I. Bill of Rights. Is that what it'alked? The G.I. Bill? Yeah, G.I. Bill. And as |
remember, I'm trying to think of the ridiculous nbers that were involved in that. | thought, |
wondered how the hell I'd ever pay for it. | thinke paid, | think | paid fifty dollars down and
fifty dollars a month or something like that, ftwetco . . . and | wondered how the hell | was
ever going to pay it.

CB: Now, how much were you making as an attorney wimenbought that? What was your .
.?

EM: Well, when | first went to Waterville, when | $irbegan practicing law in 1940, | did

pretty well. |1 would say that as long as we livedVaterville, after | returned, | never made
more than five thousand dollars a year. Becabsal) net, net. | may have gone above five
thousand dollars a year. But with that we bought@se eventually up there that cost us, as |
recall it, eight thousand dollars. | forget thene of that one. We bought that cottage. Now,
when we sold that cottage to buy the other onetlunaCLake, | think we paid eighty-five
hundred dollars for the other one, for the new timereplacement one, and | think we got about
seventy-five hundred for the first cottage, imprdas we had done.

CB: When did that transaction take place? | meamnadid you move to the new cottage?
EM: That's what I'm trying to think, trying to thin&f exactly when that took place. Well, you
see, we lived in that first cottage, improved, &had improved it, through my governorship

which would have taken us, uh, through 19587

CB: Yeah. In ‘58 is when you went to the Senate, so



EM: Yeah, but then we moved, yeah, | guess that'bghly it. | think that'd be roughly it.
And we paid eighty-five hundred for the Birch Pgambperty and spent some money on that. |
guess that’s about right. And then we moved té&Kdnonebunk in 1966 when we bought that
place on the golf course. Now, we paid roughlyriydive thousand dollars for that place and |
think we sold the Birch Point for about fifteen tisand, so that was an enormous leap in our
obligations.

CB: Now, did you maintain a home in Waterville whyleu were in the Senate? | know . ..

EM: No, no we did not. We sold the house, we keptibuse in Waterville and rented it, |
think. But after, when did we sell that? We mheste decided to sell that when | decided to run
for the Senate and won because we had no usetif@nit No, we used our summer cottages,
you see, as our home back in, that was an easyonagintain a residence back home while
living with the family in Washington. And that’'shat we tried to do. But keeping a home, a
summer home on China Lake was just too much ofrddoufor weekend commuting. And of
course it was very lonely in all that we had a ham#/ashington after | moved to the Senate.
In the summer time they still, the rest of the figrstill came to Maine and if | couldn’t get up
for a weekend it was rather lonely for them. Sodrekit, now when, but we did that, you see,
my first year in the Senate was 1959 and we mowsthchere in 1966 so there were several
years that we tried to maintain that schedule

CB: Your family didn’t want to stick around down in \&f&Engton?

EM: In the summer time, oh, no. We didn’t have amditioning in our home in Washington
when we started, although it was a brand-new haubkad never been occupied before. We did
not have air conditioning and so | don’t thinkl'm trying to think when Ned was born. You
see, Ned was born in Washington. Let’s see, hethwidg years old this year so that must have
been, that must have been 1961.

CB: Right, just after you got there.

EM: Just after we got there.

CB: (Aside: Hi, how are yoy?

Jane Muskie: Excuse me for interrupting, | hope I'm not.

CB: Sure, no. Recorder turned off.

CB: You were talking about . ..

EM: Yeah, you see, the first house cost us four #wedignd we moved up to, when we bought
that house over there we had to sell our placelonal_ake, and | think we sold it, did | say

about fifteen thousand dollars? | think that's @lrght. And we paid . . .

CB: Twenty-five, twenty-five thousand.



EM: Yeah, well we, the first, with respect to the seuthe other house, we rented it the first
summer. We didn’t know what we wanted to do, betwanted to try renting a cottage down
here on the beach to see how that suited us. Seeneable to rent that house for a thousand
dollars for a month, and they agreed to add thetwasweeks in June because they weren't
going to rent it anyway in June. So we got six keger a thousand bucks, which we thought
was quite a deal. And we loved that house, andnte on the market about that time and | think
they wanted thirty-two thousand dollars or someghike that, which was more than we could
afford, we thought. And we made them an offehjnk, of twenty-five, which they didn’t even
acknowledge.

And we went back up to finish the summer at Chiakd. And that wasn’t much fun, you know,
the comparison, with all the activity here the kiatgoyed for six weeks, finally had to move up
to that lonely place, that’s the way it looked then China Lake. So we weren't all together, |
mean, that made up our minds that if we could &nqglace down here it would be nice.

Anyway, we were driving home to Washington and gaapat Jane’s sister’'s house on the beach
and while we were there overnight the real estgémthere called us to say that the owners
would split the difference with us on the houserdwere. Well, that was roughly the difference
between twenty-five and thirty-two, and we thoutjtst was more than we could afford, so |
made a counter offer, | said I'd split the diffeceragain.

CB: You're quite a bargainer.

EM: So we, before we left, and | said, | hope you tantept it because | don’t know where the
hell I'll get the money, but they immediately actepthe additional split, so in effect we got
that, let's see, roughly twenty-six thousand or sthnmg like that. Then we, of course, we had
to find a buyer for the cottage on China Lake dral’'$ what we, what we eventually got was
fifteen. So we added to our unfunded obligatiana aesult of that but we always loved that
house and never believed we’d ever sell it. Bahtthis, the opportunity to buy this house and
twenty acres of land came up and we were againyave again lucky. We were able to get this
house and the land for a hundred thousand dodacspy that time we were able to sell that
house over there that we had bought for twenty-fieeninety thousand. So that's how we
finally got here. That's the trail on the summesidences that . ..

CB: And when did you move into this house?
EM: This house? Nineteen seventy-six. That wasasiydlection year.
CB: That's right.

EM: And it was nothing like it is now, of course, bug didn’t make it a year round house until
after | left the Senate, left public life, and wecdled to make this a year round house, that's
what we’'ve done. So there’s quite a change ecaradiyibetween that four thousand dollar
summer cottage. If | hadn’t bought that, | woutdmvn this. It was a very happy way to, you
know, to, you always, if you're in the Senate, yeant your people to think you still regard the
state as your home and the summer home was ouofvglying it. We couldn’t have done it



with year round homes during that period, longqeof time. But this way we did it. So this is
the, this, this conversion of summer homes intearyound home is, was the track on which we
rode our political life.

CB: | was going to ask you this, concerning your,jthéaposition of your private and public
lives, did your family, did you ever feel presstwedrop out of public life, or not run for office,
particularly before the governorship, and concéataaly on your law practice? | mean, did,
was there a feeling that perhaps, | mean, a laatipeawould be more lucrative and that political
activity and so forth, you know, especially witly@ng family would sort of create a hardship?
Was there any ...?

EM: Well, | don’t know that I'd put it that way. Whd ran for governor | never, that decision
was limited to the governorship. | didn’t makeaenitment in my own mind or any discussion
with the family to convert, you know, to build &liin politics. We were running for governor,
period. And it was logical to run for a secondnesince we were trying to build a party, logical
to run a second term. But at the time | decideditofor second term for governor, | did not at
that point give any thought to running for the Serat the end of the, at the end of that second
term. And as the second term approached its endkow, | did not leap at the opportunity, if
that’'s what you would call it, to run for the SematNormally these announcements are made, or
at that time were made, you know, about Januartiieoelection year. Well, January 1 came
and went and | didn’t, I didn’t regard it as a timbken | had to make that decision, so | didn’t
make the decision to run for the Senate until alBquil first which was about the time you had
to have your papers signed and on file. So Iafodelayed it, | dragged my feet and finally |
made the decision to run for the Senate becausidh’t that would largely be the end of the
effort to make Maine a two party state.

At that point we had no candidates, really, linpdalthough Frank Coffin had run for the
Congress and won in ‘56, so he was, and we hadédins, we had a congressman in the first
district, we still were far from a majority in thegislature. So we really were at the very
beginning of building a two party thing, and ifidd’t run for the Senate, we’d probably had
trouble finding anyone to run for the Senate whao aa@hance to win. So it was largely a
guestion of continuing with the work we’d startetlem | ran for governor and was elected. We
weren’t really concerned about the impact on fariig; that seemed to flow naturally. Of
course, we had very young children when | was etegbvernor. The two oldest children, well,
let’'s see, they were bornin ‘49 . ..

CB: Yeah, that was Steve.

EM: That was Steve, and Ellen was born a year aradf atter Steve was born, so they were
young, and they went to school, the school that #tended in Augusta was at the back door of
the Blaine House, so there’d really been no impadiamily life. No pressures of that . . . that |
can see.

CB: What about before you became governor? | meamexample, in ‘52 when you were
managing the Maine Stevenson-Sparkman campaida,lstaslative work and so forth. Was
there,didyou ...?



EM: Oh, no, that was part time work. | mean, nodwdn’t regard politics, my involvement in
politics as an intrusion on family life at that joet, at that time. It wasn't at all. The Stevemso
Sparkman campaign lasted from, well, from Septertib®lovember. After that, you know,

Maine Democratic politics wasn't that structure®lire, we had, we really didn’t have a full time
chairman. We had a chairman but he, you know, &niv a take charge kind of a fella, and he
wasn’t, and he didn’t have any particular skillhere was no Democratic party to take up my
time or to take up my family’s time, except to thdent that | wanted to devote any time to it.

So it was not that kind of intrusion, or intruspeessure that would have, it never occurred to me
to think it was anything but a nat-, the naturadkof a thing for a young lawyer to do to begin

to build his law practice.

As a matter of fact, that’'s why | became involvegolitics when | came back from the war. I'd
started the law practice in 1940 and had two gasds/before | enlisted in the Navy and so |
had a secretary who, under the supervision ofla¥dawyer, kept my office, law office open
through the war. There wasn’'t much left by thatetj but she was still there and | had to come
back and build a practice all over again. And datrvia the political route was the traditional
way to do it. You got involved in community affsiryou look for visibility, you look for
involvement, and politics was sort of a naturahghfor a lawyer to do, so it wasn't regard-, |
didn’t regard it as an intrusion, | regarded iasopportunity to build my law practice, to build
visibility.

It never occurred to me that I'd be still practjdkat I'd still be involved in politics, you know,

at this point, 1991. I, that, if | had considerefilom that point of view and said to myself in
1946, well, do you really want to be involved irlipes in 1991? Well, | might have turned
back. No, I can never remember, you know, consider. . | can remember, you know, several
occasions on which, on which | considered whetlherod to continue in politics, but not because
of its intrusion on family life. | mean, when Itgihrough, as | approached the end of my second
term as governor, | gave some thought to the piisgibf . . . As a matter of fact | was given, a
very successful Portland law firm made an offem®as my gubernatorial term approached its
end, to join them. And that would have been prgbabancially much to my advantage. But |
didn’t hesitate when I finally decided to run fbetSenate, | didn’t hesitate about doing that
because that offer was available. And | neverragansidered not running for either family
reasons or for professional reasons. One elestoply ran into the next one, sort of an
inevitable flow.

Well, we had setbacks in 19-, I'm trying to thinket's see, my senatorial election was 1958,
1960 was our next election here in Maine, and shatien we had our big setback as a party.
Frank Coffin ran for governor and lost, and of aauhe hadn’t run for reelection to the Congress
so we lost that, too. Jim Oliver, who was our secoongressman, lost his seat in the first
district. | forget what the numbers in the ledista ended up, but we were certainly far from
controlling the legislature, so | was about allttas left after the 1960 election.

CB: Did the ‘60 election see a loss of Democratidseathe legislature?

EM: Well, | just commented on that. | can’t remembehink it did. It certainly did not see



any gain. It certainly saw no gain. After all,1858 when | ran for the Senate and won, the
increase, our increase in legislative seats wadinthat much. | don't think we had forty
members of the House by that time. Nineteen doly-was the election that gave us a big, big
boost in legislative seats, as | remember it. 'Shahen LBJ won. That landslide naturally gave
us a big boost in our, | think we may have, | thim&k may have controlled the House, Maine
House following the ‘64 election. And then we, tiext time around, we elected a governor for
the, again in 1966. | think that's when Ken Cuwiisn. Sixty-six, yeah, | think that’s right. |
think he, so he, Clauson won the governorship &hen | won the Senate seat. Then he died
a year later and the . ..

End of Side One
Side Two

CB: We’'re on tape two of the September 3rd interviddm, were environmental concerns at
all in evidence when you were governor?

EM: Well, the problem was very visible but we weratte to do very much with it at that
time.

CB: Were there proposals from your administratioe\en from the legislature to try to do
something about environmental pollution?

EM: Well, we concentrated of course on water polluis we thought about it, because air
pollution was not regarded as a nation wide proldéthat time, in Maine or elsewhere. That
was thought of as a Los Angeles problem in thoys.d&low it's fully recognized as a global
problem. So these problems have developed. \Watkrtion of course was a very visible
program, uh, problem, but the slogan that was,ititatstry sort of encouraged as a public idea,
was ‘jobs are more important than pickerel.” Dalyever hear that?

CB: I've heard paychecks are pickerel.

EM: Paychecks are pickerel, so that, that alwaysaplampener to debate about what the state
ought to do about it. Well, about all we were dpabout it at the time | was elected governor
was to classify the quality, classify Maine rivessquality standards. What it amounted to was
that we spent a lot of money every biennium, yooviknmaking decisions about what kind of
quality a particular waterway was. Did nothing abionproving it if it was below what people
regarded as acceptable standards. So when | wasngo in the second term, | proposed a very,
what | considered a very minimal improvement in laav and that was to use some of those
standards to try to upgrade the quality of impdrtaaterways. Well, | tell you, that got
absolutely nowhere in the legislature, so we dido’that.

Then we tried to pick up on what was the beginmhthe current federal program, and that is to
build a waste treatment facility. And it was ir6'bthink that the first federal program was
adopted, and even | was a little shocked at wheatdtieral government had done. It had
appropriated not a hell of a lot of money; | thadkout fifty million dollars, to stimulate cities to
build waste treatment facilities, to clean up watgrs. Well, so we did, let’s see, we did, if |



remember here, yeah, | think we recommended, adishindicates, a rather small matching
program to supplement federal funds in the constmof sewage treatment plants. But there
was very minimal, there was suppos--, before yodemauch of that you’'d want to look at the
amounts involved. But of course subsequently énSknate we built on this, but we weren't
able to do very much with water pollution, certginbthing with air pollution. Tried to make a
start and it didn’t succeed.

Incidentally, this, this also lists several thirigat we did in industrial development. The
Department of Economic Development apparentlymately we got the name finally changed

to the Department of Economic Developmerga(lg the Industrial Building Authority, that's
right, that was a program designed to encouragbuhéing of industrial buildings, | referred to
that earlier; a permanent program of geologicsdaech; state support for and strengthening of
the Maine Port Authority; a program of assistarc®liine business and the procurement of
government contracts. That didn’t work very wether, the Association of the Society of
Industrial Realtors. Here, you'd want to go oveatt I'd be glad to read that, when we get done
with this, but . ..

CB: Sure, yeah, well, no, that’s, ah . ..

EM: But there’s quite a list in there and | remembrepgring that speech trying to summarize
all of the things that had been done.

CB: Did you have much help with that speech?

EM: No, most came off, my recollection was fresh thaemit isn’t now. | think that was a, this
is included in this program . ..

CB: So, you didn’'t have a speech writer?

EM: No, I didn’t have a speech writer. Never had impgeah, this was taken from remarks
that | made at the Democratic Issues Conferenclapuoary 14th, 1962 at Augusta. Yeah, | tried
to summarize, at that point, as | remember, we werg unhappy with the, with Governor
Reed’s performance and so | produced this speeatway of contrasting what we had done
before he came on the scene. Yeah, that's prethplete, | think, except for the details which
you couldn’t have in a speech.

CB: Now, what about road building? That had alsanlsmmething of an issue as | recall in the
‘64 election.

EM: Well, that was largely a matter of providing theney. And the big issue between us,
between the two parties, | think, was whether dryoai try to build highways on a cash basis or
on a funded basis. So we were able to convincéethslature to, and | began this with, | began
this with Dave Stevens, of course, first of allwell, we were for extension of the turnpike in
those days, and we were also for bond issues td highways which meant of course that first
you had to decide what you needed for highwaysd what kind of a program you were ready
to fund. If you were going to do it wholly on aypas you go basis, we simply were not going to



get the kind of highways we needed. And so | thuekfinally, we finally accepted that, | think
not only with respect to roads, but with respedhtostate’s other capital needs. We finally |
think made acceptable the idea of borrowing mopdyuild the capital needs, separate the two.
So we did it. Now we’ve created a State Buildingtiority to deal with the state’s construction
needs. Part of that at that point included stag@tutions like the mental hospitals which the
Kennedy administration finally eliminated. Andttos day we have problems in this state.

CB: Well, I know there have been, in the ‘54 campatbere had been a controversy over
Governor Cross’ proposed closing of two TB sanasori

EM: Well, that, whether or not we’ll have to go backhose, but at least we delayed the day
when they were finally closed. Well, they've bedosed but now | gather that tuberculosis is
reemerging as a, yeabh.

CB: Ohyeah? That | hadn’'t heard. That's rathetudisng.

EM: lItisn’t a very visible, but you know that meassle coming back. There’s no such thing as
permanent solutions to some of these things. RBuinade a great deal of that issue. We weren’t
convinced that those institutions didn’t have afuis®le to play, whether with the disease for
which they were built or something else. And sowege able to convert that issue into political
capital and those areas where there were sucltiés;iin Presque Isle, for example, in, gee,
there was one in Oxford County; there was one innébec County in Fairfield. Um, so we
spent a lot of time at those hospitals, lookingrtfever and, with plenty of press along, and,
yeah. And that apparently served a very usefybqae in raising questions about Governor
Cross’ priorities when it came to people, theirdseand so on, whereas Cross fancied himself as
a businessman who would be able to make more@iticise of state resources, that's how he
approached the TB issue. You had to use somesétissues in order to, as a substitute for the
research which we didn’t have. It was a good isgJet a major one, but a good one, and it got
headlines whenever we moved into areas where teme TB sanatoria. | don’t think any, |
doubt that any of them are open anymore, for amgqse.

CB: Idon’t know if they are. | haven’t heard abtiugm.

EM: | don'’t think so.

CB: Well, I just want to wrap this up because | think're getting pretty near the end of our
time here, but, | had started off by asking questiabout personalities like Frank Coffin, uh,
how you ran into him. You also worked with Thonizahanty who ran for Congress | believe
in ‘54.

EM: Who?

CB: Thomas Delahanty.

EM: Oh, Tom Delahanty? Yeah, he ran for Congres#isarsecond district. Well, of course a
lot of the people that | worked with in my earlyydan politics, you know, were local people.



We asked Tom to run. Tom really hadn’t been paldidy active in politics, but he was a
Democrat and agreed to run for that seat when wieloth get anybody else. And he added |
think a great deal to the ticket, but he reallyndiget involved in political work particularly. 1
mean, | appointed him to the Public Utilities Corasion and then | think | later appointed him
to the Superior Court, or was it the Supreme CaBuerior Court, | think. That was one of my
last appointments.

CB: When you say he added a lot to the ticket, howalomean? You mean in terms of just
his . ..

EM: Well, philosophically. | mean, he did run a cangm, and he was a highly respected guy,
very well liked, but he didn’t get involved to tle&tent that some of the rest of us did on a day to
day basis. I'm not saying it very well. He waswanport-, it was very important to have him

on the team and he was always supportive in evagythat he could be, but he didn’t throw
himself into it to the degree that | did. | dokftow how you would compare his, the actual time
that he contributed to it. Well, | don’t know hdiae hell to touch that subject.

CB: Another person is, who ran with you in ‘54, istK€olbath who ran in the third district.

EM: Yeah, well, he was a small businessman. | nlevew him before that race. The people
from Aroostook County recommended him and he wasndinusiastic Democrat and so he
plunged himself into it. | don’t know how muchmf time he spent. It was just nice to have
him on the team and traveling around with us whenagre in his district, and he did a lot of
campaigning on his own in his district, and thatiee of Tom, too. Jim Oliver, of course, was a
former Republican congressman and he announcehidacy that year before we put our
common effort together, really. He lost that ylear he won the next time around, and | think he
won, he won in ‘58, too. He and Coffin are theyorbngressmen that we elected as a result of
that common effort. Colbath didn’t make it. Cdlid don’t know if Colbath ran in ‘567?

CB: Yeah, | don’t recall.

EM: I don’'t remember. Butthey were all part of tkam in the sense that, you know, they
were willing to be part of the team, to run whatekiad of a campaign we wanted to, to pool
our resources together, even though they werdrthat great as I've told you before. And so
we pooled our resources, focused, emphasized, mydyyemphasized the governorship as the
important race, and none of them had any probletim thet. They were running to add what
they could to the momentum of that race, and s@#, those two or three efforts of the ‘50s
were a model in my judgment for the kind of effpou needed to wage in this state with scarce
resources, with small parties. Common efforts wieeaway to do it.

And those three, we did it that way, pooled ououeses, distributed it in accordance with the
priorities we commonly agreed to, and presenteshmtpicture to the public. These are the
young Democrats, these are the fellas who aregrgimemake our political system here, these
are the efforts that are being made to make thedomatic Party a responsible party, these are
the kind of people they have, you know. That weeskind of presentation we were making in
the ‘50s, and successfully so. And we didn’t appect to win the first time, or the second time,



or the third time. But they were willing to be paf it, contribute their own resources to the
extent that they could afford to, contribute thame to the extent that they could and still make

a living. | mean, it was just a very attractivarteeffort and they all added their own particular
kind of appeal. That's what it was. | mean, wih&t hell, if an eighteen thousand dollar effort
isn’t very massive, so you had to make the mositladt you had and these fellas were an
important part of what we had, just being who thweye, what they were, because of their appeal
in their own communities, their own neighborhoatiey were all well respected, well liked, and
they just made a good picture, that's what it was.

Nobody contributed a lot of money. Nobody conttdzbmuch of any money. And some of
them were more enthusiastic, frankly, about theyrtselves winning. | don’t think Tom
Delahanty had any desire to go to Congress. Kdbaflomay have, and of course Jim Oliver
really wanted to go because he wanted to pick epakt of his pension eligibility.

CB: What about Paul Fullam? How did he fit in this?

EM: Well, Paul Fullam, Paul would have liked to gdahe Senate, | think, but he didn’t really
entertain any, and then he, God, he really campdidpard when he shouldn’t have. He may, he
really captured the attention of the press runaiggnst Margaret. And Margaret that year had
already had a hard, what appeared to be at ldestgprimary fight in her own party against
young Bob Jones. And we threw Paul Fullam at hewir race, and Paul was just ideal for that
purpose. You couldn’t conceivably think of himsmneone who was running for selfish
reasons. Nobody had any idea he’'d win. Yet hepaégmed as though he could, and he was
very impressive. He reminded people a great di¢failnk, of Adlai Stevenson’s style of
speaking and he just added class, he added cl#ss ticket. And although he didn’t expect to
win, you’d have never thought that he didn’t exgefitom the way he campaigned. It's hard to
describe that campaign really, really hard to dbedat.

There was the five of us and Frank and Don Niwedtip didn’t get paid a hell of a lot of money,

| don’t think, and we put it together with the helpa lot of other people who also added class
on a local basis. You know, after awhile it seemgsdhough we had a real party and when you
tried to count them up on the fingers of your harldsre weren’t as many as there appeared to
be. But I tell you, we made an impression, andtltg go to the john againRécorder turned
off.)

CB: Well, you mentioned Dick McMahon and called hiouy man Friday. In what sense was
he ...?

EM: Oh, yeah, he drove my car, he traveled with nezyavhere, he was combination

politician, public relations, | mean, he was justadural politician himself. He was city treasurer
of Waterville; he was part of the Dick Dubord pigltl team that put Dick into office as mayor

of Waterville. Dick became treasurer, he was acitivthe American Legion all over the state,
well liked, you know. He handled the nitty gritlgtails of campaigning, trying to find a meal
for us, a place to stay overnight, driving the takjng care of all of that housekeeping.

CB: You didn’t stay at Holiday Inns?



EM: No, we didn't stay at Holiday Inns, we didn’tgia many, but the, | mean, it was all these
people who were volunteers who, and then there se@raany of them. It was amazing at how
they turned out around the state as, you knowuasmessage began to spread and people began
to talk it up. It was just amazing, the peoplé, lmhe Democrats, secret Democrats who turned
out and wanted to help, who'd put us up overnigbt; know, give us a meal occasionally.

There was so much of that that | couldn’t possibijember the names, you know, whatever
kind of effort | exerted to do so.

CB: Now, when you were campaigning, did you get muelp of that sort from disaffected
Republicans? | know Neil Bishop had this Repulbigcéor Muskie organization going.

EM: Yeah, we sure did. There were a lot of themd Aeir names weren’t as familiar or
visible as Neil's, but he had that particular ar@aside: Want somethingy?

JM: Half an hour over.
CB: Okay, well, we'll just wrap it up right now. Aaally, | think we’ll just conclude right here.
We covered the period from 1946 to ‘54 | thinktprehoroughly and gotten into the Repub--,

your gubernatorial period and so | want to thani gad call it quits here.

End of Interview
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