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Biographical Note

Jane (Gray) Muskie was born on February 12, 19Myudie (Jackson) and Millage Guy Gray.
She grew up in the Waterville, Maine area, gradggtiom Waterville High School. Her father
died when she was about 10 years old, so her mstipgrorted the family. During the summers,
Jane and her mother would travel to various resomt4aine so her mother could cook. Jane’s
first job was dishwashing at one of these resoiffser graduating from high school, Jane

worked in Downtown Waterville at clothing storest the age of eighteen, she met Ed Muskie,
a Waterville lawyer. They dated for three year®i@marrying in 1948. In 1986, she and
Abigail McCarthy wrote a book entitled One Womarst.avhich focused on being married to
politicians. At the time of the interview, shedy in Bethesda, Maryland. Jane passed away on
December 25, 2004.

Scope and Content Note

Interview includes discussions of: life in the BlaiHouse; social responsibilities of the
governor’s wife; Cathy Rines; Arthur Benoit; 195@&ive State Convention; Muskie family;
New England Governors meetings; hardships of dipallicareer; benefits of a political career;
move to Washington; and Muskie’'s Senate colleagues.
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Don Nicoll: It is Monday, the 4th day of December, the 0. We are at 5217 West Bard
Avenue in Bethesda, Maryland at the home of Jadevéartha Muskie, and Don Nicoll is
interviewing Jane Muskie. Jane, when we conclubedirst of our interviews for the project,
we were talking about the 1954 election and theltgsvhen Senator Muskie was first elected
governor, and you were getting ready to move tdBilatne House. Had you any idea what it
was going to be like to live in the governor’'s mansn Augusta?

JM:  Well, I wouldn’t have, Don, except that the gawr’s wife had invited me down to visit
and she probably assumed, and rightly so, thad ineaer been there. And she was nice enough
to invite me down and show me the house and telhlirthe things that they had not been able to
do that | might try to do while | lived there. Amdhought it was going to be a great place for
the kids, it was so big and rambling, and | justyas a nice house and | recognized that it was a
nice family house. So | was not too unhappy abeaiting Waterville, and after all we were

only eighteen miles away.

DN: And | take it that the Crosses were quite gnagio the transition.

JM: They certainly were. | remember her telling ttmat, how difficult it was to get things in
and out of the attic, that it was like all old hess It was pull down stairs and difficult once you
got up there to carry anything down. And she saide sure and remember that there was a
house man, and that it wasn'’t like Waterville orendthey used to live, that there was some help
S0 to please use it, and to please try to be dan@dming around the attic because there were
holes in the floor. Actually, when | moved in ied out there were holes everywhere. And |
finally ended up going before the governor’s coband telling them how badly the house
needed to be fixed up, that it was not only dangefor me when | was in, taking suitcases back
and forth to the attic, but it was also very daogsrfor the children. And eventually, after some
time, they came forth with the money to repair sahthe house.

And by the time we left the Blaine House we werke @b do quite a few things actually. We
had the roof repaired, or actually | think it waplaced, and we had the house painted. | don’t
remember whether it was completely or partiallyt, ibwas certainly in better condition when
we left than when we arrived and, through no fatiMr. and Mrs. Cross. And | notice now
when we do drive by on our way to Waterville or plage north, that they’ve gone way beyond
us now and the Blaine House is in super condition.

DN: It needed some substantial investments oveydhes. You were moving into the
governor’'s mansion, which as you said is a veryfootable place, but it was a very different
and very public environment for your two young dhdén to face.

JM: Well, that's true, Don. They, it didn’t bothigrem, it bothered me probably more,
because they just continued to be children. Andmlhwas giving a tea for the women'’s clubs
of Maine all of a sudden | would look down and see little faces under a bench or a little table
that had been set up for tea or something, ane there the kids. And people actually did not
seem to mind having them around. They were arqustchs much as they would have been in
our home in, our little home in Waterville.



DN: How old were Steve and Ellen then?
JM: Steve was seven and Ellen was five.
DN: And where did they go to school?

JM: Fortunately there was a little school justhat €nd of the corner. And because the people
at the Blaine House took good care of us, theyndidvant the kids to walk to school alone and
there was always someone available to walk upgadtiiner with them, and to go up and meet
them at noon time or whatever. But the kids lil#icbf that special attention, it didn’t bother
them at all.

DN: How did you go about staffing the Blaine Houed gour own program?

JM: Well the Blaine House was already staffed, thag a full time staff of ten, which of
course was amazing to me who never had anybody inause in Waterville. But it was very
nice and very helpful, because those people kneat thiey were doing. | didn’t particularly
know what | was doing, although my mother had girenall kinds of books to read on how to
run a house and so forth. But anyway, they werg nige people and very quickly became very
fond of the children. They didn’t, I'm not sayitigat they took care of the children or anything,
but they were very fond of them.

And actually my mother came down shortly after weved into the Blaine House to stay with

us, because so many evenings | was out with Eona¢ $unction, and she did not like the idea
that the children were there by themselves. Ndhbynselves, but the staff quarters were
separate from the family quarters, and she waglafmat they would get into mischief or into
something, so she came down and stayed with usdigsinost of the time we lived there. And

it was very, very helpful to have grandmother regdhe stories at bed time and playing games
with them and so forth. So, and she did enjoynguihere, | must say. So that was one very nice
aspect of being at the Blaine House, | was not oldge to my children but | was close to my
mother.

DN: And she had her own room there and -

JM: She did. There were, fortunately there weredlmooms that ran right together, and she
took the middle room because that way she couldtheskids if they got up in the night or cried
or something. And it worked out very nicely, ived me especially when Melinda was born,
and later on when Martha was born. | was dowhebther end of the hall and | would
probably would not have been a very good mothéradtpoint, having the babies to take care of.
Although I have to tell you, my husband did lovéldren but much more so than | realized,
because quickly he realized that | couldn’t beargertaining all day and up all night. So we
took turns, at his suggestion, we took turns fegdie babies and he, these two little kids were
only two years apart, and he would feed one imiitglle of the night and | would feed the other
one. So we had a pretty good system going thgoepe it was just as well that we didn’t stay
any longer or we would have had a much bigger tribe



DN: Now, you had a social secretary.
JM: Yes, we did, and, Kathy Rines, and she was wedad
DN: How did you find Kathy?

JM:  Well, Kathy found me really. She had helped,& short time she had helped Mrs. Cross’
social secretary when they needed extra help. 1Aidk Mrs. Cross actually was the person
who suggested to Kathy, both of them having commfGardiner, and | think she suggested to
Kathy that | might want, that she might want toapwith me because it might become a full
time job, which it did. And it was, it was wondelrhaving her around and especially since she
had had a lot more experience than | had had Wwiway things should be working at the
Blaine House. It was a lot of work to invite firendred people to lunch, and she didn’t seem
minding that at all. And certainly alone | wouldwer have been able to handle it.

DN: Five hundred people for lunch. These were @ogrrelated to state issues, or state
organizations?

JM: Well, it had been a custom for the governorife\and the governor to invite the counties
to lunch during the winter months, especially whasst of the husbands were in Augusta
anyway. The wives certainly did enjoy that, beeaiigot them down into the social life which
they probably didn’t have where they lived. Andve® continued doing that, and it was very
popular, even with my husband who would walk actbssstreet and have lunch with them
every Tuesday.

And, oh there were lots of precedents that hacdilréeen set for that house. The, there were
evening dinners, and there were all kinds of evidrassort of just happened, like the Cancer
Society would write and ask if we would like to enain the ladies who worked so hard for the
cancer drive. There were just lots of things thant on in a town, in a city like Augusta which
was a lot more social than | was accustomed td.eBen though it was work, it also was very
nice because | became acquainted with all thesglpacross the state, and so did my husband.
It was really, it was a lot of fun. | remember Eatl, Arthur Benoit was his, oh, what did they
call him?

DN: Military aide?

JM: Yes, he was a military aide, but he borderead @me Navy rather than the Army, and he
stood between us at the front door for hours anatshand hours introducing the people coming
into the Blaine House. And | think probably why &€decond election was so easy, because by
then he had met everyone in Maine. But it wasrg mice social life, and we didn’t have to
travel to other places nearly as much since we é&frithd most of them there at the Blaine
House.

DN: Now, Ed made some trips around the state icdiese of that governorship. How did he
take to having the state trooper drive him?



JM: Well, he liked that, as you can well imagine,dertainly would never have done that if he
had been driving himself. And I, he and John bexgpod friends and still are, but it was nice
for him to be able to do it the easy way for a @g&nAnd it certainly was anything but, it just
was not like campaigning and going around andyeatirking. He really enjoyed going and
seeing people and all of the different towns, som&hom he had already met on the campaign
trail. But he really did, it was very rewardinghon to be able to sit in that nice big car and
have a nap and have somebody else do all the grivinan understand now why people run for
president.

DN: Now, what was the name of the trooper, you reteto him as John?

JM: John, John, what was his last name. Well,damry, Don, | really can’t remember his last
name. Maybe it'll come to me.

DN: Okay, now in those early days, we've talked alikathy Rines who was your social
secretary. Who was in the governor’s office stafthe time?

JM:  Well, of course, let me see, who was therel yde must have known who was in the
office.

DN: Marjorie Hutchinson.

JM: Well Marjorie, since you had already mentiohatjorie, | didn’t. But Marjorie was

there and certainly did a wonderful job of handlihgt office. So much so that Ed would never
have considered coming down here unless Marjori@ddvoome also. But unfortunately she had
to go back to take care of her sick husband. Byway, it was a wonderful group of people,
and it was great for, were you on the staff then?

DN: No, we were volunteers at that point.

JM:  You and Frank?

DN: And Frank. Marjorie and Elsie Bowen as | recall

JM: Oh Elsie, | used to think about her every mugrtiecause she had such a long drive to
come to work.

DN: Where was her home then?

JM: Way down near the ocean, and it was in onbadd small towns that was where
everybody went in the summer time. And poor Elsieild stay late at night in the office and
then have to drive that long road to get home,thatllong road to get back in the morning. She
was very faithful.

DN: Joan Williams was, Joan Williams Arnold was tihied one.



JM: Yes, she was there. And | don’t remember st live in Waterville or did she live in
Augusta?

DN: She was in Augusta | believe at the time. Arelfourth one at some point was
McPherson. Ann McPherson?

JM: Where was she from?

DN: I think she lived in Dresden or somewhere dolmat tvay. And Maury Williams was the
administrative assistant, and Floyd, Tom, -

JM: Nute.

DN: Nute was press secretary.

JM: Floyd Nute, yes.

DN: That was an enormous office then. Very smatgared with these days.

JM: Yes, | would say so.

DN: Were there many contacts between you and thiéyfamd the members of the staff?

JM: Oh sure, well | used to call them several timekay for some reason but, to see if Ed was
coming home for lunch or whether we had to go bat evening, or. | don’t remember which
person was exactly in charge of the social schettheles, but whoever it was really ran that
office very well. And I think Ed was very friendlyith everybody. It was small enough to at
least, you know, be like a family.

DN: [ get the impression from your comments thaséhgears were very comfortable years and
happy years for you and for Ed.

JM:  Well, they were, you know. We both like, losteldren and we had such a good time
with the kids. After a while when we really diddoene comfortable, we used to do some
terrible things, such as after the staff went ugh&r rooms at night we would go around the rest
of the Blaine House and pull down all the windovadés and hide and go seek with the
children, and of course they loved that. They weseyears when we were able to almost do
what we pleased, instead of having everything lbeesloing that was designated by the office or
something. But anyway, we, and also we invitedgireernor’s council over to the Blaine

House every week, and we not only played ping gmrtgwhat was that show, that television
show that was on, 64 Thousand Dollar Question?

DN: Oh, The 64 Thousand Dollar Question.

JM: They always stayed for that, and we would allhcoffee or whatever they chose, and we
would sit there and listen to that television shavich was very popular back in those days. It



was fun.

DN: Now the governor’s council was a contentioustjoal issue but | take it that the
relationship between the governor and the memidersmbcouncil were fairly relaxed.

JM: Well, they were because Ed made up his mindhthavas not going to fight with that
group of people the whole time he was governord A@ just decided he, that there was no
reason why they couldn’t be friends and that’s dyaghat happened. Much to their surprise,
they liked him. And also, | don’t think he realyer asked them something that annoyed them
or bothered them. | think he always tried to siaythe good side of them and to be reasonable
himself, and therefore they were very reasonablle us. Such as putting on the new roof and
doing other things.

| don’t know if you ever heard this story, but agds saying there were a lot of things with the
Blaine House physically. And | remember when GaweBaxter came and had lunch with us,
he wanted to come and see the new baby, and Hemadwith us and we were walking around
the Blaine House afterwards. And he asked megafyghking was to my liking. And | said, “Not
really,” because there were a lot of things thatusth be taken care of. That since this house
belonged to the people of the state of Maine, taoelly hoped that it would be in better shape
when we left than when it was when we arrived. Aedaid, “Like what?” And | walked him
around the house and showed him things.

And the next day, oh, Ed invited him to stay ovghtiat the Blaine House, which he did, and
the next day he walked over to the capitol withaad asked him if he could go before the
governor’'s council and speak to them. And of celd said he was sure that could be
arranged, and Governor Baxter went before the gaver council and told them that they
should be ashamed of themselves, having thoseditildren in a house that was very
dangerous.

So you see, in the end that house was in very gbape, and especially by comparison with
what it was when we moved in. But it still wasansolation to leave the Blaine House and
know that we had helped at least to help the st care of that house. And | really think that
the people in Augusta thought that it was neantyiracle that all of that had been done in, of
course it had been eight years, so. But | tookespride in that, and | think Ed did, too.

DN: Did you have similar, or did Ed have similar dagorking relations with the leadership of
the house and the senate?

JM: 1think so. | wasn't perhaps as aware of it @ss with his relationship with the
governor’s council, but | remember going over thehen they had, well of course | was there
when he was sworn in, and there were lots of atheasions when they held special meetings in
the senate. | don’t know whether you were theremitine children were there, but they loved
going over and Ed took them over there quite fratjye Actually, he took them over there

every Saturday morning with him when | kept sayiolg, you shouldn’t be going to work,

you're supposed to take some time off for yours€lh well, I'll just take the kids over, they

love to run in the corridors and look at the statuAnd so off they would go every Saturday



morning and enjoy the State House. And also Ed tséake them down over the hill into the
park, and I’'m not even sure the park is still theue| hope it is, it was beautiful.

DN: It's still there.
JM: Good.

DN: Now, in ‘56 Ed was running for reelection. Whuesterribly worried about that election, or
did he think it was a reasonably, an easy one @ wi

JM: Well, he worried about every election. He ajsaaid you can’t take anything for
granted and you just have to work as hard as yowand hope that you'll win. And by then he
was so well known around the state, | think it kmtave been easier for him. | was not able to
go that year as much as | had been before bedawss,iunless it was some place where | could
take the children, I, and my mother, | really trreat to be on the road all the time, and.

DN: You were also expecting that year.

JM: Probably, | usually was.

DN: That is the year that Melinda was born.

JM: Melinda was born.

DN: Do you remember the 1956 state convention inBreattending that?

JM: Oh, yes.

DN: There were three of you who were pregnant atithe.

JM: Who were the three?

DN: The three were you and Hilda [Nicoll] and MiRogemary] Baldacci.

JM: Oh, my goodness, how wonderful.

DN: And that was the year that John Baldacci was,lmong with Melinda, and along with

our Melissa. And do you recall the, or were yothatdinner the night that Scoop Jackson was
supposed to appear but was snowed out and we haderitertainment from Bette Davis?

JM: Ohyes, | do remember that. That was reallgetbing, having her so interested in Maine
politics all of a sudden. But it was, | think tieosere probably her happiest years, too, when she

lived in Maine.

DN: That was a night of Herbert Ross Brown, Dick Bk Ed Muskie, Frank Coffin, and
Bette Davis.



JM: Oh, yes.

DN: The campaign turned out not to be as difficalsame might have thought because Ed
won reelection against Willis [Bill] Trafton, whoas speaker of the house, and that -

JM: And had a lot more money.

DN: That's right. What, do you remember how Ed BidTrafton interacted when Bill was
speaker, and also Bob Haskell who was the presafehe senate? How were relations -?

JM:  Well | remember, | remember Bill Trafton probamore than Bob Haskell because |
didn’t really get to know him as well as | knew theaftons, having them sort of just down the
road. And | really think that that campaign wag b strange because | don’t think Bill Trafton
really wanted to run against Ed to begin with, lbmtsure his own party thought that he was the
likely one to win. And | don’t remember, but | dbthink anybody that | ever talked with
thought he was going to win, and, and it really mtasven a close race, was it?

DN: No, no.

JM: But anyway, they’re nice people and Ed had Beends with him before the campaign,
and was afterwards. But | think one good lessahHua learned, and not that he probably didn’t
know it before but I think he really focused onwis that it was a lot easier being friends with
people than it was not being friends with them.dA&ertainly the Maine legislature is a good
example of that. | noticed, | noticed when somesrmn the last few years before Ed died when
we went up to, when we were both in Augusta gomtipé legislature for, well they celebrated
Ed’s birthday and they did all kinds of nice things/ing him plaques and so forth. But | just, |
kind of always felt when | was in that room thatsh men might, and women might have been
in different parties, but after they had been thegether for several years they were really good
friends.

DN: We've talked about Ed and the relationships wibple on the other side of the aisle,
what about the collection of Democrats who keptiognthe Blaine House for strategy sessions
and work sessions with Ed? Dick McMahon, Dick Duband company, what were they like
and how did they interact with Ed?

JM: Well, they were his pals and it was a terribks when he lost those two. But anyway,
they were, they added a lot of fun to -

DN: Can you give us a description of the two Dicks?

JM:  Well, | remember, and I'm sure that a lot obple who were around us then remember
also about Dick McMahon driving Ed in the first gaaign. And when they would get home at
night it was usually nine or ten o’clock and | Iatgéve and Ellen already in bed and we would
sit around and they would tell me everything thed happened all day along the route.



(Outside interruption.)

DN: You were telling us about Dick and Ed comingegftoming in at the end of a campaign
day.

JM: Yes, and they were too funny. | was alwayglad that | had the kids in bed so that |
could sit and listen to all of their stories. TWerst part of it was that they never had any money
left. 1don’t, I, you know, | kept saying, “Now dmu remember | gave you so much money this
morning?” And, oh, because they would mention ihthiere was anything in the refrigerator
they didn’t mind having it. So | always ended epding them between ten and eleven o’clock
at night. And I'd say, “What happened to all chtimoney?” “Oh well, Dick wanted a
doughnut,” or “I wanted some coffee,” or somethaigays happened to it. And they would tell
me word for word about every single thing they katen all day.

And of course back then nobody really knew Ed ibéynivell, so they didn’'t have nice luncheons
for them and dinners for them or anything. Andyteisually get back and say, “Well we only
had five cents left from Newport down to Watervilland so you can see that we were very
careful with the money. Well | wasn’t so sure, hoyway they always talked me into giving
them a very late dinner ever night. So | was lahtappy when things got a little more
prosperous so they could eat on the road.

DN: And they were less of a drain on you. Whatiick look like, Dick McMahon?

JM: Well, he was nice and roly-poly, and smokedraah. And | don’t know, the one thing

| do know about Dick was that he was a wonderfidedr | didn’t have to worry about them
crashing or getting into any kind of accident besgalie really, he really took his job seriously.
He thought he was driving the president of the &thibtates or someone. He was so thrilled to
be driving a car and to be campaigning. | thinlewkhe campaign was all over he was the
saddest one of all, because Ed was happy and adl were happy but unfortunately Dick sort of
lost his job. And of course he was still friendgiuhe became sick later. But. . ..

DN: Now, Ed appointed him later to the Maine Pubhlidities Commission.
JM: Right.

DN: And that was controversial in some quartergastt. People raising questions about his
gualifications. What was it that Ed saw in hingnfr your point of view, to take on that job as a
member of the PUC?

JM: 1don’t know, Don. | think probably most ofatharrangement was friendship. And I'm
sure that if anyone had questioned it that Ed wbakk said, if your brother, if you wanted your
brother near you or working with you or somethihgttperhaps you would appoint them to a
job. I don’t think there was anything that reallyset a lot of people. 1 think in politics people
understand that you like to have your friends adoymou.

DN: Now Dick Dubord was also a good friend, but ay\different personality from Dick



McMahon. What was he like?

JM: Oh, well he was fun. He and his wife and Ed bused to party a little bit together, and
of course it was Dick’s father who really talked i&tb running for governor in the first place.
And | think their whole family was bent toward gais, and if Dick had lived long enough I'm
sure that he, too, would have run for something.wds a very nice man, and he was fun to be
around. And I think he was a good influence onrEldts of ways because he, unlike my
husband, he had had more time to play and he rhaugstlighter. It always seemed to me like
either we or Ed, depending on whether they weeeRtary Club meeting or where they were,
they always really had a good time.

DN: As the years moved on toward 1958, the questiovhat Ed would do after his second
term became, as governor, became more intensgoDecall any debates over whether he
should run for the Senate in 19587

JM: Well, to tell you the truth | probably like pints as much as Ed did, and even though |
would have been a much smarter person if | had $éau probably could practice law in
Portland and have a much better living than yohaeing right here in the Blaine House.” But |
didn’t really want to keep him from pursuing a het career in politics, but | have to admit that
the thought of moving to Washington was a littlargc I'd never lived in a big city. I'd been to
Washington a few times to governors’ meetings anfbgh, but the idea of moving here with
our children was a little unnerving, or a lot unneg. But there was also a side of it that | knew
| would, and the children would really like, anctls that we would see more of Ed if we lived
in one place and in one house and not entertaallrgg the time. And when we actually -

End of Sde A
SdeB

DN: This is the second half of the December 4th02@@rview with Jane Muskie. And Jane,
you were just talking about contemplating the gasi of going to Washington and the chance
to have more of a private life with your family.

JM: Well, it turned out to be exactly that. Thip lown itself was quite an experience
because Ed still had ten days | believe to sengoasrnor of Maine. And he decided that the
best idea would be for him to resign as governadhabwe would be able to have a comfortable
way for this transition with a growing large familyo he did resign as governor. And we were
able to move down to Washington with the help afr@and Louise Butler and, driving one car
with some of the older children, and with my mothad Ed and me in another car with the new
baby and the other youngest one. Anyway, we gahdo Washington in, not in style perhaps,
but very comfortably. And one of the, and what wesgovernor’'s name, the following
governor who was -

DN: Immediately was Bob Haskell.

JM: Yes, Bob Haskell, was a very happy man bechasben became governor for ten days
and never forgot it, | don’t think.



DN: Always referred to himself as governor.

JM: As governor, right. And that was a good exgaaee for him, and a good experience for
us. And we enjoyed coming into a small neighbochtype community that Ruth and Frank
Coffin had helped us find, this nice house, andivesl in it for a long time. And it was a good
family neighborhood and it was really in the lomgp & very good move for, | think maybe Ed
would have died of boredom in Portland practiciag.|

DN: Somehow the practice of law did not seem toibgiteat aim in life.

JM: No, I don't think so.

DN: I think we should note for the record here thiben you moved to Washington your four
children were Steve, who had been born in 1948, ‘9?

JM: And guess how old he is now?

DN: He’s fifty.

JM: He’'s fifty years old.

DN: Fifty years old. So he was born in 1950 thand Ellen, who had been born in 19527
JM: No, Ellen is two years younger than Steve.

DN: Okay, so that would have been ‘52.

JM: Oh, is that ‘527

DN: And Melinda had been born in 1956, and Martlsa lpefore you moved down here, when,
she was born when in 1958, after the election fwrb&

JM: Well, Martha is forty-one.

DN: Yeah, but which month was she born in?

JM: Oh, born, she was born in December.

DN: December, so is that -

JM: December 17th.

DN: You didn’t have much time between delivering her

JM: And moving.



DN: - and moving.

JM: No, no. But that's what makes life excitingle never had any much time for anything.
And, but thank goodness Ed really enjoyed the ofiidand | do think that even our children
have enjoyed the fact that their father was intjgsli And basically it turned out to be the right
choice for him, and also for the family becausealteeally enjoyed having him, not so much
running all around. But it was, we always enjoyteel fact that he’d be coming home and telling
them who he had seen who was exciting that dagealty had been, has been a good life and a
good experience for our children. | wish | coudy shat one of them was bent toward politics
but | really can’t because the one thing they datth was, they learned how hard that he worked
particularly and how much it had included me, whithy weren’t too crazy about. But they
really did enjoy the profession that their fathadh

DN: I'd like to drop back for a minute and then pigkthe beginnings of the Washington
experience. You mentioned attending several oftheernors’ conferences and meeting
governors. Were there governors that you met tvi®©55 and 1958 whom you got to know
better or saw more of after you came to Washin@ton

JM: Well there were. For one thing, | do rememhbeeting, it was a funny experience, too,
because | remembered, one of my closest friendsisi®ivginia [Warren] Daly [wife of the late
John Charles Daly]. And her mother and father weee father was governor of California at
the same time that Ed was governor of Maine, aedcshld not for the longest time -

DN: And he was, the governor in that case was, IiidDaia, was whom?
JM: He was the, he also became the chief justii®y you tell me who?
DN: Earl Warren.

JM: Earl Warren. And they had a large family oildten, and Mrs. Warren and | were
friendly from the governors’ meetings and they élad a lot in the days when the trains were
the easiest way to get around with a lot of ki8s.that was their method of campaigning. Not
that | ever saw them when they were campaigningl, ltom becoming friends later, in several
later, years later. They would tell us storieswuhour past life, and we would do the same with
them. Also, Frank and Ruth Coffin were still hargen we moved down to Washington, and it
was nice to know that there was somebody that alyrienew very well. And, let me see, who
else was here? Some of Ed’s staff came down. dvlarfor a short time, and then there were a
lot of other people, Joanne Hoffmann and lots apte who were good Maine girls. But by and
large we really for a long time didn’t know a Idtpeople in Washington except our neighbors.
And fortunately we had wonderful neighbors who st friendly, and | guess, | guess we were
just lucky to be in this area.

DN: Now some of Ed’s colleagues in the Senate had gevernors and he’d known them.
Senator Caleb Boggs for example, and do you retadrs whom you had met who then served
with him in the Senate? Was Senator Nelson goverih/isconsin before?



JM: Yes, he was.Télephone interruption.)
DN: | was asking you about colleagues of Ed’s inSkeate who had been governors.

JM: Right. Well, there were a lot of them. Ittsahy how, well | guess it isn’t very strange,
it's sort of one job leads to another job kindlihy. But Ed knew the Pells, | guess mainly
because, I'm not sure that he was ever governdnéwtas at a lot of the meetings that we went
to down here before Ed became a Senator.

DN: He was, as | recall, Claiborne Pell was a stagistant for the Democratic advisory
council in the fifties. And this was one of theuagils set up by Paul Butler as chairman of the
Democratic National Committee. | think that's wéére was involved.

JM: He’'sveryill
DN: But there were a number of people I'm sure Edlddave met through those programs.

JM: Well especially when he went to the New Englgadernors’ meetings. He of course got
to know all of the New England governors very willf not all of those came down to
Washington, so. But | think he, a lot of the past,past companions in the Senate say now to
me that how much they miss Ed in the Senate andriosnvit was to have New Englanders.

DN: What was it about the New Englanders that ajgpoietal him?

JM: Well, basically the ones who became his closestds were the New Englanders. The
senator from Vermont is still senator from Vermand -

DN: Senator Leahy?

JM:  Mm-hmm, and he was always a very close fridnfdis. And, oh | don’t know, there’s
just something about New Englanders that’s a Idifeerent, and | think they always felt as if
they could call each other. And | know when Ed wpsnsoring a bill and he needed support in
the Senate he always, the first people he called e New England senators. And, oh, there
was just a lot of camaraderie in the Senate.

DN: Speaking of friends, you obviously developed] ditl develop early on and maintained a
strong friendship with Joanne Amnott Hoffmann, anth Gayle Fitzgerald Cory, both of whom
were staff members for Ed. What was it about titesewomen in particular that made them
such good friends of yours?

JM: Well, the main reason was that they were froead, and | always felt a camaraderie
with them because they sort of could see my sidgesifuation that other people wouldn’t
necessarily have seen. Like, for instance if Edlyavanted me to go on a trip around the world
or something, those two little ladies were righardy Johnny on the spot, ready to come out and
stay with whoever was helping me around the hdose.t And they always went to work bright



and early in the morning and came home at six olcht night, but they were always right there
to talk to me if | called them from Manilla or Haivar wherever it was. They were, “Don’t
worry, the children are fine. We’re watching thand they’re, they’re having a wonderful
time.” And I, they were so friendly and so kinddaso wonderful with the children. Of course
now that our kids are adults, they’re still gooéifids, and of course we were all so sad when
Gayle left us. But anyway, friendship means aMbén you come to a new place, just as it did
with them, they had to make friends over again, too

DN: In general you have maintained quite strondimalahips with the folks who came to
Washington with Ed, or came to work for him.

JM: Ohyes.
DN: And that, that seems to have been importaritdmtand to you, and to your family.

JM:  Well, |, it certainly has been important to ometimes people do change jobs and, for
one reason or another, and then it's amazing hagklyuyou sort of lose track of people. But
basically, the people who have always worked forrBdhichever office he was in, almost
always stayed a good long time and became verydbedch other, too, as well as us being
fond of them. But time does go by, and when Etthef Senate to go to the State Department,
some of them went with him. But as always, somthein didn’t. So, but the friendships have
always continued over long periods of time. | kit's our New England way of, I'm not sure
about this because I'm sure people in other pdriseocountry value their friends, too. But |
think really that perhaps it's not just us, it'swiog from a small, a smaller state, and into adarg
area that was different to us. | think it was Iseptobably very important for us to make friends
and always to keep the friends. So, | know fromftct that we, | still see all of them on a
pretty regular basis, but anyway, it's somethingerthat happens in one’s life.

DN: This is good point to ask you about the onga@igtionship between Ed and you and the
state of Maine. He seemed to emphasize the tibadth¢o Maine. How strong were those ties
really?

JM: Oh, they were pretty strong. There was neweazaa that went by that he wasn’t ready to
move up to Maine for the summer in March. He selalVed Maine, and of course | did and all
of our children always have. | hope after I'm gdinat there will still be some tie. One never
knows.

DN: The, what was it about Maine that was so imprtia him, other than the fact that he
came from Maine?

JM: Well probably the first thing that became vemportant to him was the fact that he was
able, with the help of his family’s, especially witis father’'s working so hard, he was the first
one in his family to go to college. And the firsiuence in his life I think was the fact that he
knew he had to do well in high school in order ¢b @ scholarship to any college, and he worked
very hard to do that. And he loved going to Ba&le#lege, he loved being there with the
students, and he made lots of lifelong friendsd Ae knew what a sacrifice it was for his family



for him to go to college. But they were very prafdcim and he made sure that he did well.

And it meant Maine to him in another way becauserafllege, when he was able to go to
Cornell Law School. He really felt that even thbuwe had had lots of good experiences there
he still wanted to come back to Maine, and he o@ytalidn’t want to practice law in New York
City. Even though he was a good scholar, he jdsttdseem to gravitate to large cities, and |
think he always knew that Maine was going to behloime forever, and it certainly was.

DN: Asyou, in the early days in the Senate, Edhiadroubles with Lyndon Johnson and
wasn’t entirely comfortable with the transitionfndeing governor to being a member of the
Senate.

JM: Well that was true. | remember one night wivenwere at the White House for dinner
and, | guess it was more or less of a, just a beuent. Ed said to me, “Now don’t worry if |
disappear, but I'm going to talk with that man aberank Coffin one more time.” And he did.

| kept looking up to see if | could, if they hadngoout of the room or where they were. And |
saw them sitting out in a hall, just the two ofrtheand Ed was pounding on his knee asking the
president if he could somehow see his way cleaatoe Frank Coffin to the, to be the, what was
it, circuit court judge? And how relentlessly herwon time after time telling him that he
thought he would regret it if he didn’t, that hesaafine person and that he would do a good job
for him. That, he was positive of.

And finally at the end of that little session, fresident relented. And I think that Frank
probably proved that he could do a good job. Heisainly one of the most respected and
favorite people in Maine. He’s another one who Mqrobably never give up Maine for
another place. And he was a great judge, andsstilbrking hard.

DN: That's right. I'm going to suggest that we pabere and then pick up the story at another
occasion when we can continue with the very vigengears in the Senate, and then the
campaign of 1968. 1 think this is a good breaknpoi

JM: Good, wonderful.

End of Interview



	Muskie, Jane Gray oral history interview
	Recommended Citation

	MOH_251_Transcript

