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MUSKIE CONTENDS AGNEW'S DICTIONARY IACKS TWO WORDS -~ 'PLAIN TALK'

In a day when Americans are asking vital questions, Vice President Agnew is
pvolding answers by dreaming up tongue~twisting phrases, Senator Bdomund 8. Mugl‘:‘g‘e:
(D-Maine) told a New Jergey audience tonight.

"Now, if ever, is the time for the Republican Administration to express its ideals, "
?enator Muskie said in remarks prepared for delivery at a rally for Senator Har'r‘isohaA.__r‘
Williams, Jr., (D~N.J.) at Perth Amboy. | el
"Now, when its chiaf spokesman is flying from State 'to Btate, spegkin,g{or
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;nandidatea who think as he does. Now, when Americang are ‘asking for new d'lf'e;::tinné tohthe
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Future,
' "Americans want to know the way to cure the economy. And the Vic.,a_véh'__eﬂ_d“en!;
i:alka, about 'nattering nabobs of negativism, ' _.
: "Americans want to know the way to reduce crime and stop violence, And the
Vice President talks about 'pusillgaimous pussyfooters.'
- “Americans want to know the way to end the war. And the Vice President talks
ﬁhout ‘whimpering isolationists.’

"Two words are missing from the Agnew dictionary ~~ plain talk...

"Plain talk that makes sense,..plain talk that Americans can understand. ..
plain talk that Americans want to hear. It seems as if the Administration has decided to
}:opy one of the most questionable fashion trends of the year. It's dressing the thinnest
ideas in the longest words it can find. "
‘ Senator Muskie told the New Jersey audience that Senator Willlams is the kind
of leader who has helped show the way "toward peace, toward security, toward opportunity”
@nd"that “we must keep him in the 8enate."

He praised Senator Williams for defending the dignity of the senior citizen, for
ilelping create hundreds of thousands of acres of new park land in New Jersey through his

work on the Federal Open Space Act and for leading the fight for the Construction Safety Act
and the Goal Mine Health and Safety Act.
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I want to thank you for inviting me to New Jersey.

I ran across someone recenitly from this part of the country, who told me about a trip
he made to Maine.

He had traveled several miles without seeing any traffic directions.

8o he became confusad.

Finally, he spotted someone sitting beside the road, who looked as if he knew his way
around.

"S8ay there," he asked, "am I on the right road to Portlangd?"

The fellow half looked up. "This is the road all right,” he replied, "But if you
want to get to Portland, You'd better turn around--it's in the other direction."”
: Some people have also become confused this year about the directions we are tsaking
as a mnation,

But certainly you should not feel confused here in New Jersey about the direction
you want to take.

For you have developed leaders in this State--mon who have demonstrated time end
again the ability to point the way--

~=toward peace;

-=-toward security;

--toward opportunity.

Pete Williams is that kind of a leader-~and we must keep him in the Senate.

Remember what one of your greateat Governoys once said:
: "Sometimes people call me an idealist., Well, that ig the way I know I am -
American,”
- And even Spiro Agnew cen't make us forpet that Woodrow Wilson was right.
4 Now, 1f ever, is the time for the Republican Administration to express its
1deals,

Now, when its chief spokesman is flying from State to State, speaking for candidates
who think as he does.
: Now, when Americans are askipng for new directions ‘to the futura.

Americans want to know the way to cure the economy.

And the Vdes President talks about "nattering nabobs of negativism,"

Americans want to know the way to reduce crime and stop violence.

And the Vice President talks about "pusillanimous pussyfoaters'.

Americans want to know the way to end the. war. _

And the Vice President talks about “whimpering isolationfsts".

Two words are missing from tha Agnew dictionary--Plain Palk--

~=-Plain talk that makes sense:

-~=plain talk that Americans can understand;

--Plasa talk that Americans want to hear.

ItPseems as if the Administration has decided to copy one of the most guestionable
fashion trends of the year.

It's dressing the thimmest ideas in the longest words it can find.
But no matter how long the words are, they still can not hide the promises that the
Adminlstration made 20 months ago.

They were going to add 15 million people to the ranks Gf the employed.

And now more than a million and a half people have been added to the ranks of the
unemp loyed.

: Don't blame that on tha Democrats.

They were going to follow a plan to ‘end the war.

And now=~almost two years later--they refuse to tell us when.

Don't blame that on the Democrats,

They were going to make the streets safe to walk on.

And now more people ars victims of crime than ever before.

Don't blame that on the Democrats.

Harry Truman used to keep a sign on his desk.

It said, "The buck stops here."

That sign belongs back in the Whita House,

And yet the Vice President tells us that we have forgotten the heritage of Franklin
Roosevelt and Harry Truman and John Kennedy. ‘

But I ask you.

Who cares about the father who has to linetpp for his unemployment check in -order
to feed his family?

The party of Roosevelt and Truman gnd Kennedy.

Who cares about ‘the housewife who has to pay more monay for less groceries?

The party of Roogévelt and Truman and Kennedy.
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Uho . cayes about the young couple that can't afford a home of their own because
interest rates are at their highest level sidnce the Civil War?

The party of Roosevelt and Truman and Kennedy.
. Who cares about the senior citizen whose income Yemaing the game while the cost
:f ii:ing?cont:}nues to rise? The sanior citizen whose dignity Pate Williams has done so much
o dafen

Who cares that unemployment in the Perth Amboy-New Brunswick area has increased
nbte than 40% in & year and a half?

Who cares that too many Americans are still divided and angry? That they are
hp?sﬁﬂa to each other? That their level to tolerance is low?
Yes--the party of Roosevelt and Truman and Kennedy.
We know that the foundations of Americaiare-~
~=trust
-~=and falrness:;
--and understanding:
-=-and compassion.
We know that the mortar which holds these foundations in place is self-discipline;
-~-and restraint;
--and peaceful conduct.
Wa know about our people's fears that the land is not steady,.. that the mortar
is crumbling...that the foundatiola may collapse.

And why?
i Have we lost the common courage that bullt this nation?

The courage to talk sense?

To face the issues?
, To take résponsibility for what happens?
! No=-I do not bolieve the American people_have lost that courage.

But I believe some people have lost faiti} in the ability of Americans to exercise
§he courage they possess.

Courage is not just talking about what is right in “America.

It is also preserving what is right.

That's why Pete Williams workdd to pass the Federal Open Space Act--which has
helped create hundreds of thousands of acres of new parklands in New Jersey.

Courage is not just criticizing what is wrong in America.

It is also corracting what is wrong,
‘ That's why Pete Williams led the fight for the Construction Safety Act and the Coal
I;!:lne Health and Safoty Act--to improve the dot of the working man.
$ Courage is not denouncing your opponent in the most scgthing words you can find.
e It '.l.s speaking up for the values you believe in.

That's why Pete Williams is cempaigning through: the length and breadth of this
?tnr.e, tedling people whare he stands.

My father ceme to America when he was seventeen years old--because ‘his father wanted
him to have a place to grow--free from want and free from fear.

He shared the hardships-~and the opportunities=-which this land had to

offer.
: His 1ife was a belief in freedom...in the basic notion that every American As
bamebody...than evaryone should be able to develop. his own potential.
4 And he helped build a country--not slways lovifig his neighbors...or praising them...
or agreeipp with them--but tolerating them...respecting them...learning to understand
then.
: Those ara the leosons he handed down to me.
And T think I know whiat those leasons mean.
They mean that every American has the right--
--To be safe~-on any street of any commmity at any time of day or night;
: They mean that every American has the right--
' =~To be treated equally and with respact--wherever he or she tries t¢ live and work:
They mean that every American has the right--
--To be left alone--free from noise and pollution and interference with his or her
br:l.vata life.
4 Peace, opportunity and freedom--these must be our objectives.
; They are objectives that Presidents Roosdevelt and Truman and Kemnedy pointed out
to us in a special way.
i Thay are objectives we must aim for--if America is to be w:l.sa...and open. ..and
pecnre.

And no emount of campaign rhetoric can dishonor these objectives--or the records of
ﬂ'ia men who have supported them.

The voters of America are not impressed by words that are unusual, or unpleasant,
or unpronounceable.
' They want to know what the record shows.
; And in New Jersey, the record of Pate Williams will spegk lomiér than all thas
frorda of this campaign--both in terms of his service to his State and his respect for all
ts citizens.
" It is a record that reflects the pride in our nation's past end the promise in our
nation's future.
: You must decide whether the people of New Jersey--and of America--deserve the best
in 1970 and the years to coms.
, I have no doubt what yourdecision must be.

Pete Williams will continue his work in the United States Senare.

Thank you.
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