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Interview with Martha Muskie by Don Nicoll
Summary Sheet and Transcript

I nterviewee
Muskie, Martha

| nterviewer
Nicoll, Don

Date
December 4, 2000

Place
Bethesda, Maryland

D Number
MOH 250

Use Restrictions

© Bates College. This transcript is provided fatiuidual Resear ch Pur poses Only; for all

other uses, including publication, reproduction godtation beyond fair use, permission must
be obtained in writing from: The Edmund S. Muskieves and Special Collections Library,
Bates College, 70 Campus Avenue, Lewiston, Mair#04018.

Biographical Note

Martha Muskie was born December 17, 1958 whileMluskies were living in the Blaine House.
She graduated from high school in 1976 and attetige=tdniversity of Maine. She graduated in
1980, the same year her father was selected ast&gcof State. She completed her master’s
degree in social work, and worked for the Natidvialtiple Sclerosis Society in Washington,
D.C. Martha passed away from lupus at the ag& @mJanuary 2, 2006.
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Interview includes discussions of: 1968 vice prestthl campaign; China Lake, Maine; 1968
National Democratic Convention in Chicago; the $e&ervice; trip to Virgin Islands with
Humphreys and meeting Nixon; 1972 campaign; Muskegivironmental issues that interested
her; Bob Monks; Secretary of Statears;harassment by Iranian college students; Muski¢es la
career; and Martha’s relationship with her father.
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Transcript
Don Nicoll: It is Monday, the 4th of December, the year 200 are at 5217 West Bard

Avenue in Bethesda at the home of Jane and Martskig, and Don Nicoll is interviewing
Martha Muskie. Martha, would you give us your faéime and your place and date of birth?

Martha Muskie: Okay, Martha Muskie, and I, my birthday is Deteml17th, 1958. | think |
was born in Waterville, but it may have been Auguktvas born from the Blaine House and |
don’t know, I think it was Waterville.

DN: A true state of Mainer.

MM: Right, right.

DN: Except that your father would have said you'raaniac because you left there.

MM: Right. No, he always said that you are a Maiihgou are from Maine and you stayed in
Maine, you are a Mainiac if you were from Maine pat left Maine, but we didn’t have a

choice, so I'm a Mainer.

DN: You're a Mainer. Now, you were born just befgoair parents moved to Washington, and
SO you were growing up here. Do you have any eadgnories of the family and politics?

MM:  And politics?

DN: Or your dad in the Senate?

MM: | think my earliest, well the way that | remesnithings growing up was kind of by
elections. | remember things, | don’t remembeg likthink most people probably remember

things like, well when | was seven years old | rarher this, or when | was eight. And |
remember them more kind of like during this electow this election.



DN: What's the earliest election you remember?

MM: The first one | really remember I think is tB8 vice presidential one. | think the things
that | remember before that were more family thingad not even a whole lot before then,
although | was ten then and | should remember nirtel, don’t. | remember more family kinds
of things. | remember going to China Lake wherabwounger, and | think China Lake was
what | remember most as younger, so the first igle¢hat | remember was in ‘68.

DN: Let's talk a little bit about remembering Chinake. Was that an important event every
summer for you and the family?

MM: Oh, it was a, we always looked forward to itdese that was the end of school when
we’d go up there. | don't really remember goingtivgre, and | don’t really remember coming
back, but | do remember what it was like livingrénand | remember more kind of sensory kind
of things. Like, my bedroom was right above theh&n and there was, | must have been very
young at this time because | was in a crib, andcriiywas in a bedroom right next to a wall that
had some kind of window in the wall into my parébsdroom. So | can remember standing up
in my crib and looking through the window; it wasshke a glass window, it was like a hole in
the wall, to find my parents. And then the otheng at that age was that my room also had, my
bedroom also had some kind of grate or somethinlgdriloor so that | could see the light in the
kitchen which was below my bedroom. And | remengreelling bacon, very clearly |

remember that, my mom cooking and smelling badaemember hearing my mom and Steve
doing the dishes after dinner, so | must have Ipeetty young. Because, well | was still in a crib
because | remember looking down through my cribtanolugh the grate. And so | must have
been put to bed early as they were doing dished. r&nember hearing them talking and stuff
while they were doing dishes.

And then | remember as | got a little older at @hlirmke just, | remember we used to put on little
shows in the boat house. And the back of the boasdrwas open and it was right above the
lake, so if you looked down there was always a liaofiducks down there, every summer. And
| assume it's not the same family because there afgvays babies, but | remember them when |
was little. | remember we had a well that we pudp@ter out of and there was always bee
hives there and, so | remember the bees. | remesmbmming in the lake. And the big thing
about my dad that | remember real clearly, andnemaber it over and over and over every year,
was we used to take the motor boat out to an istatite middle of China Lake. And my dad
would cook over a campfire out there and he madenlt remember everything he made, but |
think it was hot dogs and, grilled onions | rememiay clearly. He made a lot of grilled

onions, and he made this salad that, we've allil tmaking it ever since and | can’t even explain
it but we all loved it. And, but that was like agecial thing, and we went out to this island
guite a few times in the summer. | think that’ssthyy | remember China Lake, | was a real
tomboy when | was little and | must have been prigtte, but | wouldn’t wear shirts, I'd just
wear shorts to play outside in. So | remember mguairound without a shirt on. | remember
picking blueberries, we had all kinds of bluebdyaghes. So | remember kind of, not specific
details, | mean not specific things that happebatjust kind of things that happened over and
over and over every summer, so. | loved China Lake



DN: And as you've said, that was an important payoarr family life.

MM: Oh, a big part of our family life. I think weould still probably be there except for it
was so far from the airport for my dad to come. At come up on weekends and it was, |
think at that point there may not have even beeairgort in Portland so | think he had to fly in
to Boston and drive up to China Lake. So | thirktthwhy we moved to Kennebunk because it
was close to Boston.

DN: And you say that the first election you remembel968, the vice presidential campaign.
MM: Right.
DN: What do you recall from that experience?

MM:  Well, | remember we went up to Kennebunk fa skmmer. And | think the, | don’t
know when the convention was but | didn’t evenieeglor | don’t remember realizing, that
there was a presidential election going on and,dtdbn’t remember any of that. But | know
that when, they wanted, Humphrey wanted my damtoecout to the convention in Chicago and
all the riots were going on then, and so none afaudd come, none of the kids, or none of the
younger kids. | don't know if Steve and Ellen wdndpn’t think so but | don’t, I don’t know.

But we didn’t go, the three younger kids anywayd,aut | didn’t realize there were riots going
on or anything, | just knew we couldn’t go. Saolremember my parents leaving for that, and
then when they came back -

DN: Who stayed with you, by the way?
MM: 1think it was Claudette. Maybe not. I'm rsafre actually, I'm not sure.
DN: But someone stayed.

MM: Someone stayed with us. Down in, here in Wagbn when my parents would be gone
we had Claudette for a long time. Did you knowudette?

DN: Uh-huh.

MM: Okay. But also Gayle and Joanne would staly ust too. But that summer I'm not real
sure, and I'm not real sure at other times in Maihdon't think, | wouldn’t think that Gayle or
Joanne would stay with us up there, so probablyddde. Maybe my grandmother, my
mother’s mother. I'm not sure which year she dmd,she may have stayed with us. I’'m not
sure.

DN: And your folks went off and then they came back.
MM: They went off and then they came back, and whey came back we had Secret Service

and, so that was the first time we had had Se@eti&. And | just remember them, | remember
mostly the Secret Service more than anything. Mmene in the garage, they stayed in the garage



and they were on, we lived at the end of a land kinand would ride our bikes down to the
beach or down to our lessons. We took swimmingtandis and all those kinds of lessons, and
come back and the Secret Service would be on tiee 180 mostly | remember that, | remember
trying to sneak up to the back of the house tafdemould get by the Secret Service.

DN: Did you ever succeed?
MM: Yeah, I did, | did, | did down here, too.
DN: Were they fun to be with, or were they rathenfialable?

MM: They were fun to be with. 1 think that’s whiestarted, | was really afraid of the dark
and making sure all the doors in the house weteekband the windows were locked, and my
parents had to check them five times a night. Amas$ really, | started being afraid of
everything and | think it's because, | hope thew'tistill do this now, but at that point, and the
Secret Service would be like in our back yard. Amely’d have, | thought of them as machine
guns but they were some kind of tall gun, and thewld lean them up against the trees as they
were, you know, standing there watching us playloatever. And | think just realizing that
they had, we had to be protected by guns or songethiwhat started getting me afraid of
things. So | think it was in ‘68 that | starteeltting nervous about that kind of stuff. But, Be t
Secret Service had a, they were nice on the ong, loarthe other hand | didn’t really understand
why they had to be there.

DN: And through that campaign did you watch anyhefévents? For example, did you watch
your dad giving his acceptance speech at the coionén

MM: | know we did. | don't remember it.

DN: You don't remember it. And were there, did ymuto Maine at the end of the campaign
for election night?

MM: Yeah, we did, but | don’t remember where we twdmemember walking down the
street in Kennebunk and it was snowy, and it wgistr@round election day. But | don’t think we
stayed at our house in Kennebunk for election nigtmink we went somewhere else, | think we
were at a hotel or something.

DN: Your memory’s right.

MM: Okay.

DN: You were staying in Waterville.

MM: Okay, that's what | would have gathered.

DN: And after that election were you aware of theefigoments leading up to 1972 when your
father sought the nomination for president?



MM: It seemed to all meld together. He, | do retmenafter the ‘68 election, they lost. And |
remember going to the Virgin Islands with the Humgyls and we went down on the vice
president’s plane. And we stopped in Miami andhatairport, | guess to congratulate President
Nixon and Agnew. And | remember standing in, Ned bwere standing in back of my father,
Humphrey must have been there but, obviously, # ia plane, | don’t remember him being
there. My father and Nixon and Agnew and Presi@iéxdn had his hands behind his back and |
was right behind him and his hands were all find dfe was very nervous, you could tell, he
was kind of twisting his hands around and, | démdow what he was doing, but he looked very
nervous.

And then we left there to fly to the Virgin Islandsd | just remember, | remember the plane ride
very clearly because we, almost the entire timénacka pillow fight with Vice President
Humphrey, Ned and | did. And, he liked playingiwits, we were little so we played the whole
time. Then | remember a lot about being in thegMidslands, it was a lot of fun.

And then after that it seemed to change in thatlad/was more involved in running for
president, and that seemed to go on for a long, @nmeimber of years. Well, it did. And so, |
don’t, like nowadays as an adult I'm, you know, yewery aware of when the, you know, the
candidates announce that they’re going to run dmelwvthe primaries start and all that. And |
wasn’t as aware back then like when the primati@dex, you know, what the difference was
before and after. It seemed like my father wasinmthe whole time. | do remember at one
point in that period he gave the Democratic respdoghe State of the Union, and | remember
that and | remember watching that. And | rememib®kvere on the, what was her name, Dinah
Shore Show, at some time in that period, and | rebez that. And | don’t, | remember being on
her show but more specifically | remember thatwhe filmed on the stage studio next to The
Partridge Family, and | loved The Partridge Fanslythat's what was exciting about that. And,
| just remember doing a lot of kind of special tlengoing to Disneyland and Disney World and
traveling. It must have been, | assume it wag #fie primaries started that my dad had a plane,
but maybe he had it before. But | remember he tséake turns letting each of us kids travel
with him. And he was going down for a lobster bak€&lorida just for the dinner and then
coming back, and told me | could bring my frierfslb my friend and | flew down with my dad
and didn’t, didn’t even really go to the dinner, ngd did but we found out that the Baltimore
Or-, no, Baltimore, the football team that was -

DN: Colts.

MM: Colts, were staying at the same hotel so wengae front lobby trying to get

autographs, totally deserted my father but thatayo | think he probably expected it. So that
was in that time period. And we got, and | remengpending, flying, | think it was Milwaukee

or somewhere and we all had Easter out there oted.FAnd my parents set up a Easter egg hunt
for us on the hotel, we had like the whole hotebflor something. So it's not really the politics

| remember, it's more the kind of kid’s view of it.

DN: Sure, and you were thirteen at the time of #campaign.



MM: Right. Well, and some of that stuff happenetileen ‘70 and ‘72, so.
DN: But it was, from your point of view it was onangpaign starting in ‘68 and continuing.
MM: Right, it definitely was.

DN: And after that campaign your dad ran for reéecin, it would have been 1976, but that
was for the Senate. Does that election standtalt, &r -?

MM: It does because that fall, | graduated fronfisighool in the spring of ‘76 and then
started at Orono in the fall. And so wheneventaf times when my, whenever my dad was up
around the Bangor area | would go with him to wheate | went to more baked bean suppers
that fall. | was also majoring in political scienat that point and so a lot of my classes we just
studied about my dad, so | remember it just becawsas my first semester in college.

DN: What was it like being in class where they wessentially talking about your father and
his campaigns and his work as a senator and asrgo®e

MM: It was interesting but it was kind of boringot | knew a lot of it and, | don’t know, it's
hard thinking of your father in those terms when yloink of him as your father, you know. But
it was interesting, too. And I liked it that | widube able to go with him to different things and
hear him speak, because that was the first tirrallyrunderstood more kind of what he stood
for politically, you know, the issues and thingssteod for.

DN: Do you remember any specific issues from thabdehat really impressed you? And
positions he was taking?

MM: | remember more, having more of a focus likeélan or an interest in his environmental
issues. | don’t think | had really understood befthen that he had sponsored the Clean Air Act
and the Clean Water Bill. And | think at that pidimey were starting to, and maybe I’'m wrong
on the dates, but wanting to clean up the Androgicognd, or they were, they had started a few
years ago really cleaning up the big rivers in Maamd he really wanted to continue that | think.
And so | remember a lot of, him talking a lot abthé environment, which interested me.

DN: And -

MM: | also remember he was running against Bob Monk

DN: Now what calls that to mind particularly?

MM: Well two things, Bob Monks’ son asked me oat,which, and | didn’'t go. And also |
remember in the summer driving around Kennebunk my friends and seeing all the Bob
Monks signs around town. And, and we’d go arourdi @unt them and all that, so that’s the

only reason | remember it.

DN: Did the number of Bob Monks signs bother yokennebunk?



MM: Hm-hmm, they did.

DN: Did you talk to your dad about that?

MM: Idon’'t remember. | don'tthink so.

DN: Did he ever discuss the campaign with you?

MM: |think only in the fall when we were travelinghen we were together, just, but not at
home when everybody was there.

DN: And did you have an interest in the campaighkirtg about ‘76, comparable to or
different from your sisters and brother, and brotRel guess, I’'m not sure how much Ned was
focusing on the campaign at that time.

MM: Yeah, I'm not sure. | don’t, | don't know hdahey were. | didn’t see my brothers and
sisters much that year because Melinda was indPalthrea in school, and Ned was still in high
school down here, and Steve and Ellen were bothignaso.

DN: So you didn’'t see much of them during that cagipa
MM: No.

DN: The next major change in your dad’s career cami®80 when he was appointed
secretary of state. Between the election in ‘7@ H80, were you focusing at all on politics or
on his work in the Senate?

MM: No.
DN: How did the, how did you hear the news of hiedén as secretary of state?

MM: He called me at school and asked if it wasigltit. And, | don’t remember the whole
conversation but both my parents were on the phodehey asked if it was okay and told me
what would be involved, and he didn’'t want to a¢aepithout everybody agreeing. Which is
what he had always done with any election or angthis asked us if it was all right with us.

DN: Did he ask you in ‘76 if it was okay if he raor feelection?

MM: Yeah. Because he, | think then, because ohalstuff around Watergate in ‘72, | think
he thought it would come up as an issue in ‘7&oone of the things from Watergate might
come up as an issue in ‘76 and so | do remembetdikimg to us about that, so it was fine. But
with this, but, secretary of state, yeah, he dilataschool and he was made secretary of state.
That's the year | graduated from college, and he made secretary of state like right before my
graduation and they already had a speaker for coroemeent but they wanted my father to
speak, so they made some kind of special, he Waslspecial speaker, he wasn'’t the



commencement speaker. And so | remember them gomth the State Department security.
And see | hadn’t been home in the meantime so m’haden them with the State Department
security, or what it was like traveling with my d&b it was kind of weird when they showed up
at my dorm and stuff. And then he spoke at my gmtidn which was kind of neat because it
would have been the first time in my life that lever spoke at my graduation if he hadn't, so,
he spoke at every graduation | ever had, kindezgash, so. So that was, the timing of secretary
of state was right around then.

DN: Do you remember particularly what his theme atathat time?
MM: ldon'tatall

DN: The fact that he was there was important.

MM: Yeah, it was really nice.

DN: Did the State Department security take you lhiadke 1968, ‘72 period and the Secret
Service?

MM: It did, it reminded me of a lot of that. Arteh, and especially because | think | stayed
at school. | started graduate school at Orono| éimdk | stayed there that summer or part of the
summer anyway to take some classes, and startiadggsdme kind of threats or something
against me, and so | had State Department se@iridyono. And then when | went back in the
fall for graduate school |, the security were witk then, too. So | had State Department security
at school the whole time my dad was in the Stateallenent. And even a little longer, | had
them, President Reagan | think, they still wereitgyproblems, it was during the Iranian
hostage crisis, | didn’t understand the whole thihdo remember going to the FBI office in
Bangor and having to look through pictures. Butveay, they found that some Iranian students
or someone had been threatening me. But they hattiie time that, after the inauguration
when Reagan became president and my dad was nerlsegretary of state, so they wanted me
to still have security until they straightenedut so | had them for like a month longer or
whatever. So | had security at school the whaoteti But if | was home, | was home part of the
summer and |, we had them at the house but | didn’t

DN: You didn’t have special security.
MM: No, | was glad.

DN: The, and after that of course your father leftaynment service but continued in private
practice of law and a lot of public service actest

MM: Right.

DN: Did you follow those activities closely, or wegreu absorbed in your own activities and
interests?



MM: Well, somewhat, you know, | knew what he wamgo Especially when he would
travel, but more the kind of public things he dike when he’d go to Vietham to work on
opening the trade over there and those kinds ng#il was real aware of, or when he would
travel other places. And so when he worked onWeld Health Organization and the Nestle
baby formula thing, | was aware of that. So th@see more the kind of things | was aware of.

DN: Over those years did you ever have disagreematiitgour father on public policy
guestions?

MM: That wasn't a good thing to do. We did. Asgecially when | went back to graduate
school in the later eighties and got a mastersoirial work, and so | was taking a lot of policy
classes then and so we would disagree on thingsyldu know, I'd bring them up or we’d see
something on the news. | was living here whend wagraduate school, and something would
come up on the news and we’d disagree about it.hBuvas very good at arguing politics, so,
and | wasn’t as good so he usually won, but -

DN: Did you find those kinds of debates or discussidifficult in retrospect?

MM: Oh no, | think they're funny in retrospect.tiey were difficult at the time. But |
remember one time Ned had one of his friends ogez for dinner with my parents, | don’t
remember who else was here but | know Ned andieisd were. And I'm sure this young guy,
it was the first time he had met my father and $une he thought, well, you know, I'm going to
have dinner with the secretary of state, and sd edral discuss with him? And so we're sitting
at dinner, and we all know my dad, you know, andckwaw that he’s really good at arguing
politics. And so this young guy says to my fatbemething like, so Secretary Muskie, don’t
you think you made a big mistake with the Iraniastage crisis, or something like that. And we
like looked at each other, and it was the funriieisiy. But we thought it was funny, and then
my dad and this guy had quite a conversationvethought it was funny. And looking back,
it was really funny.

DN: And as you look back at your father’'s careeratnimpresses you most about what he did
and the kind of public servant he was?

MM: 1think just his integrity and how much he ahfer the people in the country, and more
specifically for the people in Maine. He just alwaeally, really cared about Maine and he
didn’t think of it as a, in the grander terms lik® a state, he, | think he really thought of it in
terms of individual people. And just from the baging of his life all the way to the end when
he was working on the law project in Maine, he plstays really cared about people. And | had
a lot, I don’t know, | don’'t know anyone else wdh much integrity as he had.

DN: Now as you think about your dad who had enornsmmands on him and his public life,
how did he, from your point of view as a child giog/up, deal with the conflicting demands of
family for his time and attention? Did you finchihready to pay attention to you and to your
siblings?

MM: Yeah, he was always ready to pay attentiorsi@nd he’d take us down to the Senate,



and we brought our Girl Scout troops down therestaoff. There was a period of time, that time
period when we were talking about, from ‘68 to &specially, when my parents weren’t home
very much, like every Sunday. But they called ewday and it just, you know, we just adjusted
to it, just got used to it. But he, any time weded him he always, there wasn’t, you know, |
think he would have dropped anything. And thatqekof time when | was sick in the early
eighties he was up there the first day and cante angor, you know, he wrote me letters. So
even though he didn’t really at certain periodsditiave the time, or he had a lot of time
restraints on him, constraints, whatever the wsyan him, he always became available if you
needed him to be.

DN: Anything else you'd like to observe about yoaddnd his life?

MM: | think about him every day. So he had a bigact on me. He’s in my mind all the
time but, not that | can think of. Maybe next tigw come back to talk to my mom, I'll think
of something.

DN: Thank you very much.

MM: You're welcome.

End of Interview
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