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FEATURE "SO GOES THE NATION"
By U. S. SENATOR EDMUND S. MUSKIE
Unrestricted on or after Dctober 18, 1970
RELEASE: D0 NOT PRE-RELEASE WITHOUT WRITTEN PERMISSION

THE VIETNAM PEACE TALKS

As. I write this column the outlook for Presfdent Nixon's five point peace

‘ proposal, which he announced in a televisfon broadcast, October 7, is quite
uncertain. The fnitial reaction from the North Vietnamese ahd ﬁationai Libera-~
tion Front delegates to the Paris Peace Talks was negative., This was unfortu-
nate, but understandablie, since the Presfdent chose to make the first presen-
tation of United States proposals in a puﬁlié announcement rather than through
Ambassador Bruce at the talks themselves, e also understand that Saigon is
not qntirely behind the proposals, and there is opposition tn the Cambodiaﬁ
government .,

American reaction has been favorable, on the whole. For those who have
been arguing for such proposals as a cease fire, an international conference
on Indochina, a mutual exchange of prisoners of war, and a political scttle-
ment which takes all interests into account, the President's announcement was
belated but welcoma, For the vast majority of Amerfcans, who want the war

/ch » but who have not been partisans for one approach or another, the

President's statement gave new hope that the fighting snd the killing msy be

coming to an end, Only\thoée who are committed to winning a military victory

in Indochina stand outsfge the mixture of support, hope, and skepticism which
greeted the President's Speech.

Speculation about the future of the President's proposals will take two
courses. The first relates to the propects for success in Paris and in South-
east Asfa, The second concerns the effect of his move on the November con-
gressional electfons, The second question is likely to assume some prominence
as the negotiators in Paris settle down to the hard questions related to
President Nixon's five point program and Madam Binh's efght point proposal.

The President denied that his proposals constituted a "gimhick®, but ft would
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be nafve to assume that he was not ajming for political advantage at home
in the timing and the manner of his anaouncement.,

Because the Presfdent of the United States occupies such a commanding
position on public.issues, there is no reason to assume that he will not get
a major part of the attention on the Vietnam peace issue in the next few weeks.,
It should not be forgotten, hqwever, that the steps proposed by the President
have been urgéd on him for several moﬁths by some, and have been put forward
by others for several years. ISOma of those proposals have been attacked as
coming from "unpatriotic“ Amaricans, by some of the Presfdent's closest
political aitiesa

~ But the primary issue is not the polftical benefits thé Rresideht or any
other political leader may gain from the efforts to end the war in Southeast
Asfa. The primary issue must remain the best ways to end the fighting and
the kflting, The President's speech of October 7 did not sgttlg that f§ssue.
It simply opened the door for Unfted States negotiators to ﬁursue some alter-
natfves with their counterparts at the bargaining table in Laris. The success
of the proposals will depend on the authority and flexibilily the President
has gfven Ambassader Bruce, and the determination and vigor Qith which the
Ambassaodr ts able to pursue the negotiattions, It a!ﬁo depend; on the kind
of response tha other side gives in the weeks ahead, and the attitude of
the South Vietnamese government.

The *resident has made his propos%is. Now it 1s time for the diplomats
to go to work in their own way and without interference. All those concerned
with an end to the fighting and kiiling must forego the political temptations
in the situatfon and exercise a high degree of statesmanship and restraint,
Wiih that, we may succeed,
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