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Transcript

Don Nicoll: ... Bank in Washington, D.C. in the officeskmfmund S. Muskie, Jr., Ned
Muskie, the younger son of Senator and Mrs. Muskiés the 5th of May, 1999. The
interviewer is Don Nicoll. Ned, what is your fingcollection of your father?

NM: | suppose my first recollection was, oddly enoitghas probably up at China Lake in
Maine. And | must have been around, | was bormuin 4th, 1961, and | believe we moved from
our summer house in China Lake to Kennebunk inreddi965. So | must have been about four
years old, if not younger. And | remember, it'sfiy, Martha and | were talking about this this
morning. We all had very fond memories of Dad mglgautéed onions to go with whatever we
were eating, whether it was barbecued hamburgeshatever. But he liked to cook, and so |
guess that’s my, probably my earliest memory. Medused to go from the China Lake house
on our motorboat and, out to one of the islandbénlake, and having a picnic out there.

DN: Did he do the cooking on the island or at theg2

NM: Yeah, | don’t remember it specifically. I'm sure, he loved to barbecue, throughout my
life he loved, he always swore by Webber grillsdAre always loved to cook steaks or
hamburgers or whatever on the grill.

DN: And that was his job.
NM: Yeah. Even during the winter | remember him doyou know, he always, as many

husbands do, did the carving and did anythingdkatt with meat. So- but | think he liked to
cook.



DN: And you remember going on the lake in the maiatlout to the islands and picnicking.

NM: He was fairly active as a sportsman as | rememberean, we all know he loved to play
golf, but he also loved to hunt and he loved t@bé¢he water, he loved to fish. | don’t think he
knew how to sail, but he loved to fish, and he tht@ use the boats that we had at China Lake
and subsequently in Kennebunk.

DN: Did he take you fishing?

NM: Frequently. And he also took me hunting, andoafrse we spent most of our time playing
golf together. But we played, or we fished unté tast year of his life. But I think, | actually
don’t recall fishing up at China Lake. But I, orfoe became a member at Megantic up in
western Maine on the Canadian border, he would $a&ee and me on nearly annual trips up
there for a week.

DN: This was salmon fishing and trout fishing?

NM: Trout fishing mainly. We did some fishing on tha2an once we lived in Kennebunk, but
it was mainly fly fishing, trout fishing, for trout

DN: Was he an easy fisher?
NM: What do you mean, “easy”?
DN: Was he relaxed about his fishing?

NM: Very. He, that's a good question. He wasn@mse at all, or he didn’t show it. He just
liked it, he just liked the challenge of it. And fwas fun to be with and told, you know, amazing
and funny stories throughout our trips. And oniagHh loved about Dad so much was that he
liked to share his knowledge and share his idedshare his beliefs, if you will, all the time.

DN: What sorts of things was he sharing with you?

NM: Well, when we’d fish he’d share anything, justris, he, whether it was stories about
family, about how his parents came to this courdrystories about his mother or his father or
stories about people he knew or people he fishddavj despite the fact that | think that | would
categorize Dad as a fairly quiet guy. I've strigghto think about whether Dad was actually,
whether you could term him an introvert or an exérd. And | think that’s really hard because |
think he liked people, and he drew energy from ¢pewth other people. When I think of an
introvert, they draw energy from themselves. Aldimk Dad liked to be with people and share
his life experiences with them.

DN: You mentioned his telling you about your gramioéat and grandmother. You never met
them but what were your impressions, and do yo laay vivid memories of what he told you?



NM: Well I never met his father who died, | beliel/bglieve shortly after Steve was born.
Nana | knew very well until, well, not very wellubif | had to guess she probably passed away
in ‘72 or ‘71 and | was already ten or eleven. Aimdve very fond memories of her. And she’d,
| always looked forward to going with Dad, sometinpest the two of us, up to see Nana or see
Aunt Lucy and Irene, or we'd go up as a familywés a typical, you know, close relationship
with his mother. And | think he talked to her foeqtly. And really, | think he would have
categorized his relationship as being pretty clesgie his mom. In fact, he even named the
campaign plane in 1972 after her. Her name wagbose

DN: Doyou...

NM: The plane in ‘68 rather.

DN: Well ‘68 was the Downeast Yankee.

NM: That's right. So when was the Josephine? IR ‘72
DN: Josephine would have been ‘72.

NM: Okay.

DN: Come Josephine in my flying machine. Do youesiber any stories or observations your
grandmother made about your dad growing up? Outaier life?

NM: You know, my memory’s just, | don’t recall thaellv But bear in mind | was, you know,
very young. And when | think of when | was youngyish | had had, | wish | had been older,
certainly in the ‘70s and ‘80s, so that | could éésarned even more from Dad and learned more
about, or for me to take more of a personal interekis beliefs and, his political beliefs and
personal. I'm very jealous of my older siblingslasf friends like you who probably knew Dad
better than | did at a time when I'm sure it wascfaating to know him and to see why, you
know, he was so, had such a great career. | rheam; him at home, and | have a lot of views
to share with you on that, but going back to yaugsjion though, | don’t remember a lot about
what Nana said about Dad. | just, my clearest masa@re of just being with her and seeing her
with Dad and seeing her and how proud she washof Aihat's probably the clearest memory |
have of her. She was very proud of him and, yawkrwhen we’d be with people outside the
family, whether it's press or just colleagues ay know, she didn’t hesitate to talk about how
proud she was of his career and what he was dnititgistate of Maine and nationally.

DN: So you had the sense of a very strong relatipristween your dad and your grandmother
and his sisters?

NM: Yeah. But Dad is not the, or he never was thevattly emotional person. | mean, people
always talk about his temper. But he didn’t, yoownhe wasn’'t huggy-kissy, didn’t say | love
you all the time. You just knew he did. And thasarue with his mother, and it was true with
us. He was just reserved, | guess is the besoivagying it, but in a very, very warm way. |
mean you, | never ever in my life felt intimidateg Dad, which | think, when | say the word



“reserved”, it almost implies that one might barmtating. | think it was the contrary. He
always cared about knowing about what you caredtabde always asked how your day was,
he always took an interest in who your friends waard what you liked to do with them, and so.

DN: Did, when you went fishing with him . . .

NM: By the way, | didn’t answer it completely. Yoskad if he was close with his mother and
sisters. | think he was based on the fact thaag usually him who would make the effort to go
and see them. And, you know, occasionally they @aoime down in Kennebunk. But | think he
often called them from the road or from the hom&am Washington, from Kennebunk. So,
despite the fact Dad wasn't a telephone persomdsevery good at staying in touch with them.

DN: He really made an effort to get in touch with hiother and sisters from your recollection.
NM: [ think so, yes.

DN: When, and I'm assuming that you probably doethember much about stories about his
father, or do you?

NM: No, not really.

DN: When you were on the fishing and hunting trgbd,he talk much about the environment
and why it was important to take care of it, or Wt just a given?

NM: Yeah, | wish | could give you details but, | lit@think | have a good memory, but |
always wish that | could remember specific conviswea with Dad. | remember back, and this,
the Clean Air and Water legislation passed in wieair?

DN: Well, it started in ‘63 with clean, the first&zin Air Act and then Water Pollution Control
Act after that and continued on up.

NM: Until through the early ‘70s.
DN: Until the, into the ‘70s, the end of the ‘70s.

NM: Yeah, that's what | remember. Some of the thinggnember were celebrations when
Dad would come home after a certain piece of lag@h would pass that he carried about or
anxiety before the vote. And, you know, he sharédla bit when that would happen, you
know, telling me what the vote was about. Or, ahervwe were on the trips he talked about the
accomplishment of those laws and, you know, woild gne examples of some of the specifics
that | would understand as a young boy, like thiedince between leaded gas and unleaded.
Why, | remember back in whenever the energy cwsis, ‘73 | think, talking about why, how
the energy crisis happened and why it's importartut back and why... Because | always, (it's
kind of strange), | always wanted Dad to have achigand to have, drive something like a
Cadillac, because | always associated, you knowfrimyds’ fathers’ Cadillacs with success.
And Dad was always a very frugal person, and, yoank would drive Plymouths or whatever.



And | remember very vividly Dad explaining sometloé practicalities of not wanting big
expensive cars and part of it was just the costiming them and the cost of energy and the cost
of, so.

We talked on trips a lot. | guess my memory’sdrdtiter in life, when things like the hostage
crisis were taking place or. | think | spent addguality time with Dad when | was in high
school since | was the only one living at home, tredle was a lot going on. It was late in his
Senate career but he was doing a lot with the Budgemittee and with all sorts of things. And
then he went to the State Department and that Wasad experience for me because | was
finally of an age where | kind of read the newspap® knew what was going on and was more
interested. And Dad would, | wish he had almostéd more on me, like when we’d have lunch
or dinner together | wish he would say, “Ned, yeally should know more about this or that.”
But he didn’t force things on any of the childrand that includes, you know, career preferences
or courses that we took in college or, | guessshmay biggest regret is that | wish | had been
older during that time.

DN: Do you think (other than the fact that you pialgavould have remembered a number of
things that you don’t now), do you think it wouldve been different for you if you had been
older? That is, was he more explicit with Steve, séout career choices than he was with you?

NM: | need to ask Steve and Ellen that because lyalwanted, even though Mom and Dad
have always been, | think, very diligent parentsigh that, | always wished that Mom and Dad
had sort of, you know... | went to a school callee Heights, that was a junior high and a high
school that upon reflection, and even at the tindgdn’t think was a great school. And | was
the one to say that | wanted to go there. And hwiey had been, “forceful” is not the right
word, but more forceful about, you know, what sdHamhose. But Dad just always was very, |
don’t think it was because | was the youngest,latah’t think they were tired of being parents
after having four before me. Because they certawdye, Dad was always asking, you know, he
was very vehement about my doing my homework aad,know, just the typical thing a father
would say.

DN: You also indicated that on matters where privieavior and public policy coincided, he
spent some time teaching you what the issues wéoe. mentioned the question of the size of
car and the implications.

NM: It was in a fairly passive way.
DN: That s, if you said, “Why can’t we have a bay?’ Then he would tell you why?

NM: Maybe. But, no, what | meant by passive is mbeg he, he didn’t go on and on about
things. It was more almost anecdotal. But it'®resting, for example, here in the corporate
world today diversity is a big issue. And | haveystrong issues about, you know, equality for
women and people of color within the work force &ede at my company and all that. And
people always say, “Oh you developed those ideeause of your father, because of your
family being Democrats.” And I'm sure, | guess lid naive if | said that wasn’t true. But, for
instance, Dad and | never, | don't think we evéted about diversity as a subject, and | don’t



recall ever talking about, you know, treating peopl color, you know, equally. | think he
showed it more by example. | never ever saw Daagb&uperior to any, or acting superior to
anyone.

No, it's interesting because | think | said to yajter Dad died that | would like to learn more
about Dad'’s public career because | don’t haveaal geel for, you know, how he felt about a lot
of important issues of the day. And | think itsdause a combination of that | was young and
maybe didn’t care at the time, and that again Odahdt force these things on you. 1 think he
wanted me to care about what a twelve-year-old voate about, whereas | wish he had been
more of a teacher at the time about these thiMgsybe it's unnatural for him to do what I just
described.

DN: You may find on reflection and further conveisatwith people that he was more of a
teacher than you realized.

NM: Yeah. No, | think that’s right.

DN: And that he saw teaching you by example as besngimportant.
NM: Well, that's absolutely must have been the case.

DN: Rather than preaching to you.

NM: Yeah. | think good examples of that were thaivas always active in my school life,
whether it was me acting in a play, he certainlyldacome and see me in that play, or pitching
in a baseball game. He would absolutely do thdwe dnly time he ever missed a game that |
pitched in was when President Carter had him dea®amp David. But after the game the
Secret Service picked me up and took me down topdaavid to be with the Carters and Mom
and Dad. And, | was the only kid there. So he idetlime even then when he didn’t necessarily
have to. So | think you're right, he did lead bample.

DN: Now we've leaped ahead a little bit. When yarevwoung, your first recollection is of
China Lake and then later going to Kennebunk. iDs¢em very natural that your life was
divided between the Washington, D.C. area and Maine

NM: That's a good question. It absolutely seemedraband that’s, actually my earliest
memories probably are even further than China Lakeas always driving up to Maine for the
summer and crowding into the station wagon withy know, five kids. Well, I'm not sure if we
ever, yeah | guess we did have five kids in the Martha and | would be in the very back, and
we’d have a U-Haul. It did seem natural and | kHimat's why Maine, you know when people
ask me where I'm from, despite the fact that | Wwas in Washington and went to school in
Washington, | always say, “Maine.” And then | s&ut | grew up in Washington.”

DN: Do you have a sense of what your father’s fgelas about Maine?

NM: Oh, for him it was home. It was where his passwas. It was where... No, Washington



was just a place he worked as far as | was condeMéhen | think about how much travel he
did up to Maine and how much time he spent up treerd how every day he’d read thertland
Press Herald even in Washington or thgddeford-Saco Journal, whatever he had available.
Yeah, Maine was his life. 1, unlike me, | donftsomebody said, “Where were you from?” He
would, there wouldn’t be a question, it would beiiMa Washington was just a detour in his
professional career.

DN: What about your mother’s attitude toward pdditic the ‘60s, ‘70s as you remember it?
There were some pretty stressful times for the fgretarting particularly in ‘68, ‘69 and ‘70,
through the ‘72 presidential campaign; a lot ofsgrge on the family.

NM: Asking a question like that brings back a lobm@@mories. Especially the way you asked
it. As a kid, again I'm just giving you my perspige which is, it's probably the youngest
perspective you'll get in this oral history. For haampaigns were fun because | always, they
weren’t, | don’t remember them as being stressifikinow as an adult now that they must have
been stressful for Mom and Dad just because thstlog of campaign and all the time
commitments and all the people and issues. Andnfit was always fun though, because |
enjoyed having people like you and other membetheMuskie team over to the house. It was
always energizing to me and all the people weragdso much fun. | think for Mom, | think
she thrived on it, but I'm sure that raising fivekwith Dad in and out and all over the place
was very stressful. | don’t think as a result$tress necessarily showed up in the family
fighting more, | just don’t remember that. | thiakk of our family arguments were simply
family arguments, typical things.

DN: All families have them.

NM: Yeah. | truly think that Mom, (I can’t wait teelr her transcripts), but | really think that
she was energized and loved being part of the whaolg, despite whatever mundane pressures
there were.

DN: You also had the Secret Service a great dedingtan ‘68.

NM: Again, for me it was, it was like having anotlgeoup of friends. They were never
intrusive, always polite, always interesting, alwdike part of the family after a while. They are
clearly a well-trained profession because theyy,tiieu know, when | think about them in the
trailer off Albia Road, it would have been very g&sr them to be intrusive. And to, maybe to a
teenager, maybe Melinda and Martha will have déffieiviews, but for me it was just having a
bunch of guys, mainly guys, | don’t remember tocynBemale agents. But it was just fun. It
was fun to drive around with a car following youpimtect you. It never inhibited Mom and
Dad from doing things with us as far as | remember.

DN: When, do you have any vivid memories of the cagms?
NM: Again, they're the views of a kid. There wastdf travel. | remember going places like

Wisconsin for the primary or to New Hampshire oMi@ami for the convention. | remember
Dad would often let me sit in on meetings he’d haith people like, whoever, Leon or



Maynard or the senior staff, or. And I loved listepand watching and seeing these people
interact. | loved watching Dad operate and reathings. He, | remember him very much
being in control, not in a domineering, well, sonhetvdomineering way. But it was just fun to
watch his mind work, even if | didn’t know abouetlssues or whatever. It was just fun
watching his reactions.

DN: Can you describe how his mind worked, from yoeint of view?

NM: [ think Dad was a very thoughtful person. Hendidlypically react immediately to things.
And I'm, you know, I'm trying to separate my obsations of him later in life versus back then.
But | just remember people always looking up to.hidot because he was tall but because he
was just fascinating and had, and he, sometimesdribe him as a contrarian. And, you know,
often times he would have a completely differeetwof something than you expect him to
have, and | think that threw people off. And Inthithat's what, part of what kept people on
edge and, you know, prompting him for reactionalsb do remember, you know, he didn’t
suffer fools gladly. And he hated stupid, you kngworly thought-out questions or discussions.
And even with me, | mean, he wouldn’t do it in atyavay, but you’d know if you said
something stupid or inane.

DN: And did you find him teaching you how to think?

NM: Clearly not well enough. | absolutely think, esglly now, I'm not sure | would have
said this before | started my career, that eveyyldhink that many of the characteristics that |
exhibit are from Dad, and not purposely. Andftiany because, you know, in golf if you want
to play like a good player, you try to mimic hisisg. I've never purposely tried to mimic Dad.
| mean, I've always respected virtually everythirgan think about Dad. But I've ended up, |
think, evaluating things, I think, like him, althgiuthat's something I'd love to talk to him today
about.

DN: Doyou...?

NM: By the way, the, the one thing I clearly inhatifeom him that my whole family would
agree upon is temper. | don’t know if it's a sianitemper or not but it flares up like Dad’s did.

DN: Can you give me some examples of how your teriigers up?
NM: How embarrassing. No.
DN: What sorts of . . .?

NM: | don't think | suffer fools gladly either. | fia high standards; | expect other people to
have high standards. Before | came in here towhhatyou | was talking to my assistant about
my frustration with the staff. | tell people, link this is very much true of Dad, | tell people
exactly what's on my mind. | can’t keep things indon’t know if that’s your view of Dad, but
that’s how | remember Dad. He would tell you exaethat he was thinking. Although | think
I’'m a lot less quiet than Dad was, a lot; | am diédly more extroverted than he was.



DN: When you talk about losing your temper, is dithg it or using it?

NM: [ often hear that Dad’s was a matter of using think I lose it more than he did. And I,
yeah, that’s an easy one to answer; | think | los®re. | think he, | don’t know if more often,
but I don’t use my temper wisely. In fact, you knanany people say that when I'm angry
everything I’'m saying is exactly right, but it'slway I'm saying it that is the biggest turn-off,
so, | don’t view that as using it. | view that dsast abusing it.

DN: The, I'll comment later about my perceptiomidslis your chance to talk. The lessons that
you learned from him, you've indicated some of th&dhlike to go back to a lighter item before
we return to the political and professional worlhen was it that you and he started playing
golf together?

NM: | was, | think it was the summer that | turnedesethat he got me interested in taking
lessons with the golf pro at Webb Hannett, Bill Bairwho he developed a very good and close
friendship with. And Bill Burns also took a greaterest in me and was like a, like having a
father on the golf course. And also | think heutplat | had some talent so he enjoyed seeing me
accomplish things on the golf course, and seeingvméhe William Burns Junior Trophy three
times, and then the club championship. But Dadlaayed, spent a lot of time on the golf
course ever since | was seven until, until prob&lelyvas seventy-five.

We watched golf on the TV together and we, evernmdren campaigns would be going on or
whatever, he often interrupted, or inserted a gathe with me in, and, yeah, various people,
whether it was politicians or staff members or, koow. It was, golf was a great vehicle for
Dad and me to be together. | was very fortunatgou know, I'm sure Steve had different ways
of being with Dad. He, Steve was able to actuallyk during campaigns and things as a
photographer. And, but | always felt that golf,ttBed and | had that special hobby to share
together.

DN: How much of your time when you were golfing vepent talking golf and how much of it
talking about other things?

NM: Good question. It was probably mixed. | meanemwyou play golf, | mean he was very
competitive, and | certainly was very competitivelou focus on your golf. And we often
would play with people, with friends like Dick Hileth or with Bill Burns up in Maine. Or, so
you’d often talk about just things, whether it' 088 or whether it's the actual, you know, Dad
and | talked about technique and things. But yaitdn times, especially when we were
playing with other people, they would ask Dad aljmlitics or about... So there would often be
great conversations about people, about whoevePrimgident was at the time or about various
senators or, so, it was mixed. | mean, that'sodeuty of golf is that you can talk about
anything, or talk about nothing. But Dad did, yamow, some golfers get wrapped up a lot in
their golf, and he did. And he’d, you know, be upsbe had a bad day on the golf course or,
but he really enjoyed the camaraderie.

DN: And | suspect he took a great deal of prideaanryaccomplishments as a golfer?



NM: He really did, I think. I think he was alwaysHg sad, when I finally did win the club
championship, he was in China. And he called tigtitd remember to see how | did, and he
was thrilled. And it was sad not having Dad oil Bilirns there, Bill Burns had passed away
before that. But yeah, he always talked aboushisbeing a scratch golfer, he, you know, at
every occasion whenever he introduced me to pdaptesay that.

DN: And you mentioned earlier that he took greatgin your baseball playing.

NM: Well I guess he had to because | wasn't a stigesit so he had to take pride in my sports
accomplishments. But he loved sports, so he avlld, you know, talk baseball or talk
basketball or whatever was going on. Frequentiywe went to all the Redskin home games.
He loved sports. He read the sports page fikst,lldo, and he paid attention to it. He, you
know, would say, “Did you notice?” you know, “thelics won again and Bird had, you know,
forty points” or whatever. So he loved, like mpsbple, sports is a nice diversion from the
stresses of life.

DN: Did he ever talk about his own involvementsporss as a boy and a young man?

NM: Yeah. | remember | was telling somebody thisystbe other day, that when | was up at
the board meeting at the University of Maine, SetthMaine, | was talking to someone, a state
senator about the fact that she was from Rumfondl I&old her that one of my clearest
memories was of Dad talking about when he was ypand he loved to ski. And in fact he
loved to ski jump, and in his back yard there wagsry steep hill that went way up to the next
block, and it was all grass. And he built a ski puat the bottom of the hill that went into the,
their driveway. And, | mean when I, my memoriest@ire that, God, it was a very steep hill,
and it must have been crazy to go flying down thithiand off a ski jump, especially on skis that
| think were either homemade or very basic skiapif probably wooden skis.

DN: In those days they had a strap across the insiapwas it.

NM: Right, yeah, and compared to today’s skis, I'mestis a pretty frightening prospect. So
he liked to ski. This isn't a sport, but he oftatked or described when he used to be a debater,
he loved that. In fact, | said to Leon Billingseatly that | always found it amazing that Dad
loved debating. And Leon’s take was that Dad timkcause he had to. He knew that if he was
going to learn, or become more extrovert with hmughts, he should learn to debate. But he
loved it, and I'm sure partly because he was vexydgat it. And all of us that know Dad know
that he was a great debator just in private coawens.

Other sports, well he always talked about, he Idigdng, and he played basketball in, | think it
was in high school. And now that | mention baskitbaemember that he was pretty good
actually, because when he fir-, he put up the fiestketball net in our back yard in Washington
on Albia Road. And we didn’t have a very big areplay in, but he would come out and play
with me one on one. By that time he was, | dont, in his sixties or, yeah | guess mid-
sixties, but | had forgotten that until just nowe really did enjoy it.



DN: And you say he was pretty good, good shot?

NM: He had a great shot. He wasn'’t very quick orfée$ as | remember, but he used to come
out in his slippers, so who could, you know. Ardwas in his mid-sixties, and | was a teenager,
So it was easy for me to run around him. But hjeyad it a lot, and when he’d make four or

five in a row he’d take great pleasure in that.

DN: Ned, I'm going to change the tape now.
End of Sde One, Tape One
Sde Two, Tape One

DN: ... second side of the first tape interviewied Muskie on May 5th, 1999. Ned, you
were talking about your dad and sports and howldaged basketball with you, shooting baskets
at your home in Bethesda. In those days, did gadrencourage you in any particular reading
of books that he thought you should read?

NM: That's a sore subject. When I first went to Heghts, which is, | think | went there from
seventh to twelfth grade, they had a summer reddihgequired every summer. And I, |

loathed it; | hated reading back then, had no @siemwhich today | find very ironic because |
read enormous amounts, sadly not a lot of novels|, #o a lot of reading on current affairs and
world issues. And, he very muclun{ntelligible word), we often talked about reading and |
always wanted to change the conversation, butwayal talked how beneficial, how much he
enjoyed it, how beneficial it was to him, how udeéfuvas for him to get a perspective. He
talked about the value of understanding historg, &e was always a member of the Book of the
Month Club and always ordered, well, | was goingay more books than he could read. But he,
he, he was an author and really a prolific readtés.could read very quickly and read at night
before bed. In fact, | think when he died he wesling a book on Moa. He loved history; he
loved reading about all sorts of things. | doetall all the things he read, but it was mainly
about history and current affairs. | don’t think éver read things like Robert Ludlum, you
know, mystery novels or things; | don’t remembeatthAnd when you look at our bookshelves,
you don’t see books like that.

DN: Did he, did he talk much about his heritage? tseed briefly about his parents, but did
he talk much to you or family about his heritagarirPoland, or your mother’s heritage?

NM: | think we talked a lot throughout Dad’s life armdbout his roots in Poland. In fact he, he
was very proud when | went to Poland on businesahY he often talked about how the name
was shortened at Ellis Island from MarciszewsHKiiaskie, and talked about, you know, the, my
grandparents’ early life in the United States, wHitelieve was at the end of the nineteenth
century and very early, no, it was probably in¢laely 1900s | suspect, and going from Buffalo
to Maine. He was very proud of the, his Polishtage. Again, that's something I'd love to talk
to him more now that | know a little bit more ab®&dlish history. | certainly, we talked enough
that | knew the town, Bialystok, or, it's near Bislok, it's called something likenéme),
something like that. Because I, on my next triptdand I’'m going to try to go and meet any of



our relatives there. | know they exist. One rélgesent me a letter, so I'd like to learn more
about them.

DN: This brings me to a subject involving you dihgcand that is your migration into banking
and ultimately into international banking. How diht start?

NM: Well, I think unlike Dad, | wasn’t a very focusstlident. And I'm sure that drove him
crazy because he was always a straight A studentaas probably an under achiever in
school. But I'd do well on tests like the SATs asd, when | went to Duke, he, and he was very
influential in that decision. There were a lot tii@r colleges that | got into that, but he really
liked Duke, so went with me on college tour toyisit various schools out west and in the
South. And I'm glad, it's probably the most forceet forceful, but he really wanted me to go to
Duke. And as it turned out, | loved it. It wasexy big part of my life and when | was at Duke |
studied, you know, the typical liberal arts, ediaratl majored in political science and
economics.

And for a long time | thought | was just naturaljging to go to law school. And then | decided
it really wasn’t for me. | took a year off afteuke and worked for a law firm in London, and
that surprised Dad. | got that job completely onown and it really surprised him that | wanted
to do that. | think he liked the fact that | washte go live overseas for a year. And when | came
back after that experience, | realized | didn’t wiznbe a lawyer and | had a friend in banking
and it sounded interesting. And so | went to wdrkname) Bank. | didn’t, | thought about

going to New York or to Boston but after being atke for a few years and then in London for a
year, | wanted, you know, Dad was at that timeignldite sixties and had a heart attack and |
wanted to be in D.C. and be near home. And so I wed talked tounintelligible phrase),
somebody he knewintelligible phrase) and then myunintelligible phrase) add towards
international banking and some of it was influenbgdhe fact that my girlfriend at the time was
British and, | think Dad’s influence on me, thgdart of why I like to think I'm an

internationalist. I've always loved traveling aedrning about different cultures. And, you
know, | know that Dad had an influence on that beeave would talk about different cultures
and different historical events that shaped histang talked about China.

One of my most favorite memories actually is tisd was a very avid photographer and on his
trips would take lots of photographs. And then wauld have a family, lots of regular family
slide trips of the trips and around. And, Dad was-f a good photographer, terrible with the
projector. He always ended up yelling at it andrsgyygoddamit, but he would show us photos
of trips to China and Cambodia, rather long. Aondow in my job of traveling all over the
world, it's particularly interesting to go backpéaces where Dad went. | just went to Panama
and went through the Panama Calatd unintelligible speeded section re travels) . . . fiext

section lugubriously slow - picks up and repeats from. . . favorite memories actually . . .) which

he did back in 1970, so that was back when Caideed the @nintelligible phrase) and |
remember very vividly

(transcription of Sde B, tape one stops here due to unintelligibility)

Sde One, Tape Two



DN: We’'re interviewing Ned Muskie on the 5th of M&@99 at his office in the First Union
Bank in Washington, D.C. This is the second tapkipg up where we had a break on the
second side of the first tape. Ned, | was statiingsk you about your Dad and the slides that he
would bring back from his foreign trips, and whethe simply showed them as a tourist might
showing you where he’d been, or whether he wasgikbout what he’d learned while in the
country.

NM: It's very clear to me that Dad never showed gsshdes like a tourist. It was always like
a college professor would show, | guess, phot@safuntry. And often times the photos were
of important people or important activities thagyhwere doing in a country. So, no, | think the
slides were always incredibly educational and ltdaelp but believe that they shaped my
interest in, in the world around us. I'm the onlye of the five children who has really traveled
a lot overseas. In fact, when Julia and | got rednn 1989 and the family came over for the
wedding, to the U.K., several of them had nevenlmé of the country. And still, that's been
their only trip abroad. And yet, it seems so ratfor me to just hop on a plane and go
somewhere, not just because of my job, but eveorédiat | would go on vacations with
college friends abroad, go to Paris or... And Mom Biad were always very supportive of that,
since they were financing those trips.

But I'm glad | remembered those, the slide showsalise they were a really big part of our life.
And it wasn’t just overseas trips. Dad would taketos all over the place, up in Maine or, and
lots of them going back to way before | was borhether it was in the Blaine House in Maine

or his going ice fishing with Steve before, | thimkvas born or very young. And it was always
fun to see the family at very young ages and hayeoa laugh. | regret that we didn’t do that
later in life much, but we were all so dispersedas very unusual for all five kids to be together
after, you know, the mid-seventies. In fact, thhas one of the great things about the campaigns
because it was an assembling mechanism that wetlithg family together up in Maine or, so,
which is kind of ironic. You would think campaign®uld almost separate families, but | recall
them being almost a way of getting us together.

DN: Did your parents, was it your impression thairyparents were intent on having you
around at the time of the campaign?

NM: [, yeah, it was obvious to me then, and it i sbivious that Mom and Dad were, family
was always number one, always. And they would hevat places where you, we wouldn’t have
had to be there. You know, even when they hadediparties and had, you know, important
friends and senators and their wives and everytbug for dinner, we’d be around goofing off
while, in the dining room while they ate. And, ykinow, we weren’t sent out with our friends or
off to a movie or, we were always part of it. Anithink that's one reason why we’re very close
with a lot of Mom and Dad’s friends now. Julie draften have people over to our house who
were really contemporaries of Mom’s and Dad’s. ¥%oow, we've had Leon and Cherry
Billings over with Mom recently, and Carole Parngend Ken. And, | think that’s slightly
unusual, the more | think about it, that they wesgy much a part of our life. And Mom, it's
because Mom and Dad got us involved in being attsyéeing, you know, going down to the
Senate and having lunch with Dad. Or, | just remem#pending a lot of time in Dad’s Senate



office at very young ages. | don’t know if thatisusual or not. I've, and | consider it a very
valuable part of my memory.

DN: What interested you in the Senate office whanwere there?

NM: Well again, it was another playground for me gsung kid. And Dad had fun
memorabilia; he’d have, you know, carved eleph&mots Kenya or he’'d have carved, or, |
always coveted his stuffed sailfish on his walltthéhink was in the Senate and later in his
Senate office in Waterville. He had lots of fugddor a kid, or whether it was sitting at, |
remember loving to sit as his desk chair and pubaryds up on the desk and act like | was
senator. He always had magnificent offices andtgreews out the windows. And, you know,
we got access to him when his staff, I'm sure, koow, was craving to have five minutes with
the senator to talk business. And we’d just strothere and run around the halls and goof
around with the staff. | don’t know if they enjal, but they faked it well if they didn’t enjoy
it. | mean, a lot of the staff like Gayle and mantlgers were very much a part of the family.
Even today Janie O’Conner still drives Mom'’s cartaplaine, which I'm sure she does not
because she loves to drive but because it's alhadst. It's part of staying connected with our
family. And | remember always stealing pads of&ermpaper that | could use at school and, you
know, show off my senate paper. So it was fun.

DN: Did you learn things from the staff, or wasimply that they were part of the family?

NM: [ think I learned quite a bit from the staff, bytin kind of a different way than I think
you're asking the question. They were always helvhenever I'd have to do a school paper,
and they’d almost help me research it. It wahiendays way before you had the internet, and,
you know, when | would do a paper on, oh God, I'dewen know what | did a paper on. But
Gayle would always get involved and, you know, semdnformation from the archives or

from, you know, whatever. | wish | could have gotthem to write the papers, but, yeah, | think
we learned a lot from the staff. | wish | couldnember a good example, but, | remember
certain issues like the Indian land claims caseceasminly something that | was fascinated by at
the time, and the nuclear power plants up in Sedhiahink. So yeah, | think we learned from
them and | remember having a lot of fun with pediie Bob Strauss, who | think did media

and PR stuff.

DN: Bob Squier.

NM: Bob Squier. And I always enjoyed watching himhitojob, partly because it often
involved famous people. But, so.

DN: In the later years of your dad’s life after thecretary of State stint and he was practicing
law here and you and Julia were here during thabgedid you have more chance to talk with
him about his reflections on what was going orhmworld, and also his own career?

NM: I, we did see a lot of Dad. We lived in the afrean ‘92 until he died in 96, and we
would often go over and see him and Mom and haweediwith them or watch golf, and would
often talk about issues if we were watching thesiand something happened. He would, I'd



ask his views on whatever it was, and then he’dnofeflect back to his career. You know, we
often talked about the deficit, and he had vemgrajrviews that the deficit didn’t just happen,
that the Republicans, you know, presidencies afidige had caused a lot of it. And he was
very passionate about that issue.

So, yeah, he reflected a lot on his career. Heddw talk about issues, but he also loved to talk
in general about campaigning in Maine and all that entailed. And he was always very proud
of the fact that he probably is the one person &ind who could drive throughout the state
without using a map. He knew the roads, he knendtvns. | think he loved to talk about these
things because I'm absolutely sure that he missatglin the fray. And, but | know he loved
being called upon for his counsel when, you knoWwetlier it was the President or whether it
was working on different issues like the Tower Cassion or Cambodia. We frequently talked
about the Khmer Rouge and the situation in Cambo8@yeah, | mean, it, Dad, he was just
very engaging. He liked to talk even though he ddod almost combative.

He, you know, after he left the State Departmedt\aas at home, his health wasn’t excellent,
and he wouldn’t get out of the house as much asulavhave liked him to. He was much more
stuck at home was the way | viewed it, and so whatulated him was, you know, what was
going on in the newspaper and in the news. Bauldtell he was like a caged animal, for lack
of a better analogy, and didn't like it. And hegrto be a little bit more ornery, although still
very pleasant. But | didn't, I, he didn’t like guang older at all. And whether it was his health
or whether it was just getting older and his hegannt working as well or, it frustrated him.

DN: Did he talk much about his involvements in tbgdl assistance program in Maine?

NM: He was very proud of that and did talk about #rat the value of it and why it was
important for the indigent to have good legal candVe didn't talk a lot about his work as a
lawyer. We did talk about his overseas offices ahdt they did in places like Delhi and other
places. But the, that work in Maine was somethirag he frequently talked about. It, now I
understand why, and yet | don’t understand why We particularly important to him versus all
the other valuable issues, but it was.

DN: When, did he talk much about Campobello?

NM: Probably as much as anything that | can remenmid&r .always went on trips up to
Campobello. He cared enormously about it for Idtseasons, the historical perspective. | think
he was a great fan of FDR. | think of two presidehwould pick out Lincoln as being his
favorite and then maybe FDR second. And he loveéaben the commission, involved the
family frequently. | don’t know how many tripsddk up there but it must have been ten trips.
[He] loved being on the commission and always p@dple about Campobello because most
people don’t unders-, or know of it. And when weuld be up at Campobello he would always
talk about how FDR got polio and he would take nesiad the island and we’d go for walks on
the beaches. And he’d talk about FDR as a presatehtvhat it was like back in the Depression.
So yeah, that’s a great example of the type oftilad would like to talk about. He liked to be
there, he liked to talk about the significancetphe liked to share it with us. He liked to impar
his, not views, but historical perspectives with us



DN: As you think about your dad, what do you thiokiim were the most important, two
guestions really, what were the most important ag@shments in his career? And, what was he
most passionate about in public policy or in teohprivate life?

NM: There’s no doubt in my mind that, well, | gudss thing, two things he was most proud of
in his life were clearly his service to the statdaine. And | say specifically “Maine” instead

of saying “to the country.” Maine was his, his hom lots of different ways. And he loved it
when people would call him Governor Muskie. And #fecond thing that he was proud of was a
lot of the legislation that he got involved inmkean he loved, I'm sure, being called “Mr. Clean”
because that was a piece of legislation that réaltya tangible effect on people’s lives
throughout the country and was long-lasting, amigd-breaking | suppose. But it was really
his long career as, his public service. | thinkais his, the notion of his public service that was
made him proud rather than titles or power or cottemichairmanships or even being Secretary
of State. That was a great way to finish his catad it was so short that it wasn’t nearly as
momentous to him as being a senator from MaineatWias the second question?

DN: The second question was what was he most pasgsiabout, public life and private life?

NM: Again that's two questions. In public life, webhink I've just said, it's the public

service, it's nothing in particular. It's the sergj it's the working on, he was stimulated by
issues and about problems and about finding salsitid think he was also passionate about
knowledge. I'm not sure why | say that, but | renfier back to, it may have been in 1972 when
he was running for president, but it was sometimihé early ‘70s. We were at home and he was
being interviewed for something, and he was talldbhgut defense. And at the time | didn’t
think of defense as being something that he kneaw @bout. But he clearly was well-prepared
and was rattling off numbers about, you know, défe types of missiles and military
capabilities. And | was, I, to the, clearly it'saged with me for over twenty years. | was
fascinated that he would have as much knowledgatdbat as he did. So, he just loved to soak
up knowledge and would prepare for things very cmmgiously. He would frequently after
dinner go up and write, you know, start writingpgech. | mean, he wrote a lot of his own
speeches, and. So | think he was passionate abmgt tpood at his job. But I'm, in my
perspective he wasn't passionate about power dhemgylike that. | think he was a very selfless
person when it came to that.

And then passion in his private life, clearly faynill think I've gone on and on about that, but he
loved his family. He loved his grandkids, he loyeng a grandfather and was good at it. He
was good with children. He was good with me wheras a kid. Every night when he’'d come
home I'd go and sit on his knee, and he’d bounce®mkis knee. | guess every father does that.
But I'd go and get his slippers and we’d, I'd britgm down and take off his shoes and always
make a joke about the smell of his feet. It was$ g you know, when | have kids | hope that |
have rituals like that. It's a very fond memoryntting back to when Dad would get home. And
it's interesting because when | get home, I'm stedsas heck, and I'm sure he was, given his job
and all the issues. And yet, you know, he wouldnine home and kick the dog or kick us, or
whatever. He'd always be very pleasant from theutaiine got home. So, | think he was
extremely passionate about his family. And lotsthier things, but all those other things he



included his family in whether it was golf or phgtaphy or travel or going places of historical
importance like Williamsburg or, so.

DN: We haven't talked at all about religious beljeédigious practice. What was your father’s
religious, we know he was a Roman Catholic, but deeply devoted was he to his faith?

NM: Actually I'm glad you said that because | woutttiahat to his passions. He was an
extremely devoted Catholic in a very, again, vanetjway and a very personal way. He always
went to church and he, it was a very important pahis life. And as was typical with

everything else, he wouldn’t make us go to chufetei didn’t want to. Or, but we did because,
well, | always just felt it was important, partlgdause | guess because he did. And we went to
Catholic schools. And, but he’'d always go to chumlen if we were in Maine on vacation or if
he was on the campaign trail in, you know, wherdévemrs, he’d go to church. He loved to sing
in church. He always had great relationships withpriests. | would say that was as important
as any other part of his life, up there with familfe didn’t talk a lot about it. You know, |

guess right now | can’t think of it.

Any time when we talked a whole lot about the vaitid... And today it's one of the, if | had a
laundry list of a hundred topics I'd like to talk him about, you know, I'd love to talk about
various religious topics, or even topics like almortor controversial topics. He was also, related
to that, very proud when Pope John Paul Il was ngpope because he’s the first Polish pope,
and they had a good relationship. And I'm surelhmét several popes; | can think of several
photos. And that was important to him to take atlvg® of those opportunities. But again, he
did in a very private way, and it was just a ndtpeat of his life. Whereas when | go to church
sometimes | consider it a chore, | think for hinwés just a, an important part of his everyday
life.

DN: Thank you very much, Ned. We’'ll continue thasigersation sometime, both with you
and with your brother and sisters.

NM: Good. Thanks, Don. It's fun to do this.

End of Interview
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