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Transcript

Andrea L'Hommedieu: This is an interview with Mr. Robert L. "Bob" en at the Muskie
Archives at Bates College in Lewiston, Maine on &aber 13th, the year 2002, and this is
Andrea L'Hommedieu. Could you start just by giving your full name and spelling it?

Robert Nelson: It's Robert Louis Nelson, R-O-B-E-R-T, L-O-U-|-8-E-L-S-O-N.

AL: And where and when were you born?

RN: Born in Dover, New Hampshire on August 10th, .93

AL: And is that where you grew up?

RN: That's where | grew up. Except for the summa&esalways came back to South Freeport
in the summers, where my mother was born.

AL: So your parents, what were your parents' names?

RN: Albert and Alice Nelson.

AL:  And your mother was from South Freeport?



RN: From Freeport, right.

AL:  And where was your father from?

RN: My father was from Dover.

AL: Okay, and what did they do for occupations?

RN: My father worked for, his whole life, for thee England Bell Telephone Company, and
my mother was the school nurse in Dover, but pttiat she was an operating room nurse. She
went to Colby College and she got a nursing degnee then moved to Dover to go into the
hospital there, and then later on she became akohse.

AL: And what was the Dover, New Hampshire commuliliey when you were growing up, in
terms of economics, politics, social, religious?

RN: Well, in terms, it was very much like Brunswick we'll say Lewiston, it was a mill

town. It was north of Portsmouth and the sameiéizet a little bigger than Portsmouth, which
was only about eight miles south of us on the ¢dmgtthere were large mills there. And so
there was a large French Canadian population, sodltze usual run of immigrants. In fact, my
grandparents came from Norway and ran a boardingehat one of the mills, and that was, my
father was | think the only child born in this coyn in 1895, so | was really a second generation
Norwegian. And the name originally was Nilssenl-NS-S-E-N, which they evidently

changed to Nelson, to my father's chagrin, lateatathe time that they were made citizens.

And we were, it was, my father was very politicaltyolved. There was a heavy Catholic
population there, we had both St. Mary's which thaslrish church, and St. Charles which was
the French church, and they had their schools dsawef course the Dover schools. And Dover
was | think at that time about the fourth largest m New Hampshire, it was about eighteen,
twenty thousand people at that time, so we feltwsee kind of a metropolis there.

It was interesting growing up because my father,\@ad said, a very active person around the
town. He was on the board of alderman for sewaraits, he was chairman of the school
committee for at least four years that | know ol @n it | think about ten, he was in the state
legislature. So | kind of grew up around, in assgra political atmosphere. As my mother said,
the phone always rang at dinner time, everybodyla@sdng for Albert. So it was an interesting
way to grow up.

AL: Did that have an influence on you, did thatyget interested in politics at a young age?

RN: In a way, because my father always told me u"6we something to your community and
you should serve your community.” | think that'slpably true of a lot of people who were
immigrants, or the children of immigrants in th@uotry, because they came, of course his
parents came at a time when things weren't goingedlan Norway, they hadn't struck oil yet,
like now which, now they're one of the richest doies in the world per capita. At that time



they weren't. So it's, | think that it was, reatlyere was a lot to that. | mean, | didn't realid
think at the time, but | can remember as a littlg going down to the ward house with my father
and hanging out blotters with his name on them, kroaw, so those things are kind of
interesting.

AL:  Growing up in that community, did you get asenof, I'm trying to figure out how to ask
this, what was your sense of the community growipgdid you think it was diverse?

RN: Oh yeah, it was very diverse, | mean, andrktithat diversity helped me. It's very
interesting, you talk about how did | end up ate€Batnd one of the reasons | ended up at Bates
is because my mother, who was a Colby graduateeess her two sisters, but my mother did not
like fraternities and sororities, they thought tliéycriminated, so, and she said, Bates doesn't.
Well, | always remember that and really this wdaator, and it's kind of interesting. Bowdoin
and Colby both had sororities on, fraternitiesaiirse, sororities and fraternities at Colby but
just fraternities at Bowdoin. And she thought, ahdourse we lived twenty miles from the
University of New Hampshire, it's very close to Bovand for that reason she thought that they
were a bad influence.

And | know my father, who was also quite liberahag mother was, my mother was more
liberal than my father but my father was fairlydral, because he quit thaa(ne) Country Club
there because they wouldn't let Jews in and hevadery close friends who were Jews in
town, one happened to be the mayor and the otheaviellow councilman, and so my father
thought that was not right. So | grew up in a koicitmosphere that was very diverse.

My friends were, my friends came from across thecgpim, a couple of my closest friends, one
was a neighbor, he owned a drugstore in town, lag were, it was Chate Randall, and his
father had two stores actually later on, but heedrout to be a pharmacist, he followed and took
over the stores afterwards. And | remember hidhemtvhile Chate's father was a Republican,
and we were very, you know, very high, what | €dd Dog Democrats of our family, we got
along just fine.

But it was very funny because Mr. Randall, Chdtdlser, married a person of French Canadian
extraction and Chate used to call his mother, Weadled her "Froggo," | mean, you know, these
things, in those days names didn't mean that mnawarybody knew you were kidding. And the
(name) were Greeks, and we had another Greek familylithed on the other side of us, and |
grew up with him. So it was full of people likeath

| remember when a kid name Masinsky came therenguright at the start of WWII, 1940 and
'41, he hardly spoke any English and we invited tanoin our little baseball team, with the ten
years old there, and he was a Polish Jew. Buin'tdknow he was Jewish at that time, until
later.

So, you see, that kind of an effect | think, | hgahiss this with my own children because we
grew up, this is a little bit of a diversion, buhat's happened in the next generation and the
generation after it, is there is really an econoseigregation. | did pretty well, we always lived

in nice neighborhoods once | got out of law schant] there weren't any poor people there. But



there were poor people in my home town, and | $emtall the time and | went to school with
them, and some were friends, and they didn't haxehm The Karigis’ for example, they turned
out, they had five children, two of them ended emb doctors, one an Air Force colonel, Louis
(name), my best friend along with Chate Randall, anahte) and fiame) and Lou, they had,

they were from French Canadian extraction. Sogausee that that had a real influence on me,
| think, and | really regret that my own childreidait ever really see that, didn't live with that.
think it's probably hard to do that nowadays, fitgnk

AL: And so you went to Bates College.

RN: Right. | went to Dover High School. When aduated from Dover High School, | was
only sixteen and | was the youngest one in my aésdbout a hundred and eighty, and | didn't
turn sixteen until August, you know, and seventestil later. And so when we came up to
Bates, Bates suggested that | go to a year ofgumiepol and so | went to MCI, which was very
closely allied with Bates and its dean, and | thinkas, not, was Milt Lindholm and then the
dean of men who asked, suggested that, and my mbiheght it was a good idea because | was
a year to two years younger than most of the pdaglge incoming class and they thought it
would be better if | did that. So | went to MCkfa year and then of course came to Bates right
after that.

AL:  And what was your experience like at Bates?

RN: It was overall a good experience. My first tyaars | was, | didn't really pay much
attention to things and I, you know, my grades waie | think they were like, | might have got
a couple of B's, mostly C's, barely scraped throggdlogy with a D, and | was still a little
immature. But | made close friends, we, some efople I'm having lunch with today were in
my class, flame), Bruce Morrison, Don Gacetta. And so then thedd&o war came along and |
went in the military for two years, during the Karewar, and so | left and | came back after two
years in the military and finished up. That's whirginally | was class of '53, but | graduated in
class of '56.

And when | came back, everybody ought to go inAhay for two years because it can really
make a man out of you, or discipline you, | doaitecwho you are. And I did it, | mean it really
helped me, when | came back | ended up on thesiksirall the time, so you can see where it
can really make a difference.

And that's why I've been very careful about my dcdnildren. It started with my daughters, my
own children, when they were there | said, “Dogttthem start school a year ahead of time,
don't get them out of a cycle, they need the tion@ature.” And I think that's true of most
people. Somehow, sometimes you don't mature.

I'll never forget coming back to my first Bates mean, and it was later on in life when | was a,
they asked me to come back because | had beem#gubdbiy the president as assistant secretary
of the Army, and so | did come back and | got &kiat of all these guys in my class, several of
them, running around with their beanies on, andkmaw, | just thought that was terribly
immature, | says, “They've never grown up.” Bugytlhave, and done all right, so that was an



unfair assessment at the time.

AL: In terms of teachers, professors, that youhteaid at Bates, were there any that
particularly had a lasting impression on you, diuenced you?

RN: Oh, clearly John Donovan. John Donovan was loé¢he political science department,
and that's how | originally met Senator Muskie, whasn't a senator at that time, he was running
for governor.

AL: Oh really, how was that?

RN: Yes, '52. Well, it was interesting. | meamnidvan got us interested because it was a big
election coming, and of course at that time, timedas stories were true, Ed Muskie used to
come over to the campus and sleep when he wasaondld because he was trying to save
money, he did that whole campaign on ten thousatidrd, and he was the first guy to ever get
on television. And of course, the people with kere very influential, it was John Donovan

and Frank Morey Coffin, they were the people, thibsee guys were known as the Democratic
triumvirate around the state at that time, andoofrse they've all been very successful.

And so, you know, | grew up under that kind of ugilar, if you will, of basically John Donovan.

I mean, and | took every course in political scethey had, | mean, by the time | got out. And
so he really did a lot for me. At the same tinfegaurse, there were others and, you know, some
of them stand out, some, you know, just don't theesame effect. | minored in economics
because by my senior year I'd run out of politsaénce courses to take except the one to write
my honors thesis on, so that was more different thelass.

So, yeah, it had a big influence on me | thinkkéd the campus, | liked the school, | got mad at
them later when they wouldn't let my daughter inthat's beside the point | suppose. And I've
told them ever since, | said, “Don't ask me for eynntil you let my granddaughters in,” so.
And it's interesting, my oldest granddaughter wheleven, her father also went to Bates, and
they're from Massachusetts. And so maybe Kati®'svha straight A student will get in, we'll
see. If | last that long. But | come up quiteitalocome up and visit. We have a group of us
that went to MCI together and then came here, aniditélligible word) today, except for Jim
Moody's coming and he didn't go to MCI but he wamly original class at Bates, so.

AL: | have a question. You said you first met $S@niluskie through Prof. Donovan. Do
you recall that incident?

RN: Well, I recall, he said, Muskie is coming bg'sr\going to stop tonight, and | forget what
we did, | think it was just kind of a meeting and went to the meeting and that was it. And
then I, you know, after that | didn't see him adgainquite some time because the war, you
know, the Korean war was on and | went into theiser and | guess that must have been '52, |
think it was '52, or maybe earlier, | can't reallhave to go look at dates, I'm getting old.

AL: Do you remember what your impressions wereestmg him for the first time?



RN: Oh, I mean, you know, I'm young and I'm, and &aow, political science, | mean, you
know, you always think, and in walks God kind ahty you know, it's that kind of a thing,

you're very impressionable still at that age. Ahdourse Muskie was a very impressive guy, he
really was. He really, because it, even thoughetivas a big break there, when it came time for
him to run for president, | got involved again. dAnmean, that was quite a few years later.

In the meantime John Donovan had come to Washingtuh to work on Muskie's staff and to
become the solicitor at the labor department andseel to have lunch, so | did have, did keep
up my contacts with Dr. Donovan. And then, thecairse later he went south and went down
to Bowdoin, and | talked to the head of the depaniat Bowdoin recently and he says, you
know, Donovan, he'd never met him, but he saigyf@van's legacy is all over this place.” So,
he was a pretty impressive guy.

AL: And so you then went on to Georgetown Law Sthoo

RN: | went on to law school, right. Well, whendtgut of Bates | had two offers, one to
teach in a high school, and one to sell insurarodd | says, “I've got to do something because |
don't want to do either one of those things.” $alled up, | had a friend from my home town,
who was also the best man in my wedding later, waGtearlie Radcliffe who was quite a
famous debater, he was one of the ones who wetridtand, and he was a senior my freshman
year so he took me under his wing and | got thehimean prize in debate, | become a debater,
but I only did it that one year, | didn't do it@ftCharlie left. And it was interesting, Charliasv

in Washington and he was the top staff guy for 8mneoby from New Hampshire who was of
course, Charlie's a big Republican, but we're dgreatds.

And so he, | called Charlie up and said, “I thilvk going to come down and go to Georgetown
Law School.” He said, “Well, come on down anddd with you.” We went nights, and we did
it in three years which you can't do any more. Wéat at night summer and winter. You don't
take a break when you do that.

And we arrived in Washington, he got my wife a zbthe secretary of the head of personnel at,
what is it, it was then, had a different name,Department of Education. Then it was part of
HEW, that was it, Health, Education and WelfarendAo she got a job, and | got a job at the
Library of Congress which Charlie arranged, and tes a very interesting time because going
to school at nights, | was at the legislative reffiee section of the, at the Library of Congress, in
what they called their government department, ateyubdf us, and there was a guy there who
really influenced me, his name was Bill Tanzil, Danzil, he was head of that department.

And what we did was we wrote speeches and did relséar committees and individual
senators when they requested it. In those daysgi€es was only in about six months, six or
seven months, and in those days a very interesting was that the staffs, the staffs might be
two or three, a congressman might have two or theeple working for him, that was all. So |
had a lot of spare time, and Doc Tanzil would $#pu don't got any assignment today, go
downstairs, we got the best law library in the doyrget down there and study,” so it truly
helped me out and | ended up on the dean’'s list thao, at the law school.



So these things, you know, this is very interestantpt of stuff is luck, you're at the right place
at the right time. And I tell kids that when lentiew them, and | tell kids that when | speak.
You know, you can't control everything, and mosige don't, | had no idea what | wanted to
be when | came to Bates. Law school never evasreshinto my mind. My mother wanted me
to be a doctor, | said, | hate science, so | didndon't think she liked it too much that | wemt
political science. But it's interesting. And thgou know somebody here, like Charlie was in
Washington, and you didn't want to go teach orrhega into insurance, the insurance business.
And it's really strange how these things come aglbogv you make decisions.

And [, the only guy | ever knew that, it's interagt was one of my roommates at Bates when |
was first here,rfame), and he said from two years old he wanted torbER agent, and I'll be
damned if he didn't go into the Navy, get a comimisscome out and go to law school right
after | did and be an FBI agent. And | just talkkedhim last night on the phone, got a Christmas
card from him, he's retired now. So it's interggtisome people do have that kind of focus, if
you would. But when you were in college, and gaittirly a college like Bates, | mean they do
open your mind to a lot of things, and one of thiads I've been distressed to hear they don't do
anymore is cultural heritage. You probably hedrdua cultural heritage; maybe you haven't.

AL: Alittle bit.

RN: Well, you had it only your senior and juniormyeand you had three hours each semester,
so you had twelve hours of it, and it was like tifgtory of the world starting with philosophy,

art, music, politics, you name it. It was cultundere it all came from, what was in Europe, and
| hated it. Everybody hated it, and if you digrésss it you didn't graduate. Some of the kids in
my class didn't pass that last semester, theytdjcedluate. Now, they did later, but they had to
come back and make it up. And, you know, | sdid is the most useless stuff I've ever seen.

Got to Washington, | remember going down therefitisetime, my wife and | went down to the
National Gallery of Art, and | said, now this iRabens, this comes, | remembered all these
things that I'd learned. And, you know, you fingt,ssometimes you don't find out until later
what these things really mean.

By the way, | was married my last year here at 8aead my wife was secretary to Milt
Lindholm at that time. She came up here with menfDover and got a job working for him, so
we're having lunch with him today. Quite a guyréally is. Ninety-two and he's still going to
the football games with us.

So, in any event these things, | know this istkeliit's, things in your mind tick off another
thing, and that's it, you know, that, and | thiti& sad they don't have that here today because |
think it, I've seen it mean so much to me. Wedlaviot, we're interested in those kinds of
things, interested in cultural things, and suppertd the Portland Museum of Art and several
other things now, because we really think they&ng/vmportant. And we try to do it with our
own grandchildren, take them to classical, and tmakown kids to the symphony and the ballet
and those kinds of things because they are importan

AL:  Now, I'm going to jump ahead.



RN: Jump ahead.

AL: Oryou can intervene if I'm skipping importéimie periods, but you left law school,
graduated, and went where first?

RN: Well, | was at the Commission on Civil RightBhat actually happened before |
graduated. | left the Library of Congress. Whapened is, in let's see, 1958, 1958, '57, the
Civil Rights Bill was passed, the first big oneddnover, back, going back now to when | was
just a, the government, in the government relatgatdion at the Library of Congress, Bill

Tanzil assigned me the civil rights stuff. It wasy interesting because he assigned that to me,
we each had specialties, and he assigned on qibeiaty, and the other one was the House on
American Activities Committee. Now, if you evemséwo things that were the antithesis of
each other. One was really conservative right wamgl of course the other was very liberal.

And | had done a, not a book, but | had done a,obtiee things | did right away because they
wanted me to spend about a month on it was goiddaking up all kinds of articles on civil
rights and the civil rights bills, pro and con. dAtiney published the names of the articles into
this, what do you call it, compendium, and seouit And in the meantime, Eisenhower of
course was the president, and this, the bill eistadadl among other things the Commission on
Civil Rights, U.S. Commission on Civil Rights. Hikief of staff, a governor at that time, who
had been the governor of New Hampshire, and héhgattorney general of New Hampshire
who had worked with him, Gordon Tiffany, to coméMashington to head up the Civil Rights
Commission.

And I'm sitting at my, literally sitting at my deske day in the Library of Congress, | get this
call, and this call is from this Gordon Tiffany,daaf course | didn't know him at the time. And
so, he had gotten hold of a copy of this thing hadaid, “Would you, I'd like you to come over
here, we're setting up a staff and I'd like to tallyou.” So | went over and we got talking, and
he didn't know | was from New Hampshire, | said,eNVI'm from New Hampshire, too,
originally.” He said, “Oh, what part?” and | totdm, and he said, “Oh.” And | knew he was a
Republican of course because Sherman, he'd bed&mgdor Sherman Adams, the governor,
when he was, before he went down to Washingtorisenhkower's right hand. And | said,
“Well, my father's in the legislature, Gordon, lyou wouldn't know him because he's a
Democrat,” and he started to laugh. But he sa&d, rfght,” so finally he says, “well, how
would you like to come over here and work?” Arghid, “Oh, this sounds really interesting,” |
said, “Yeah, I'd be interested.”

And | got like a triple grade jump to come overrtheHe was setting everything up new, so this,
| think | was like the eighth person hired overrthen that staff, and then helped him put
together, and my job was as his special assistadtso then helped put that together. And that
was very interesting, | learned a real lesson th@tee lesson is, if you want to go into the
government, find a new agency to go in and youskyés the limit. You get into one of the old
ones and you'll sit and rot and die, and might@ndrade eleven or twelve or something. And
after five years there, well, of course | was there years, and by that time | was a super grade.



AL: What's that mean?

RN: Well, that was, well the grades run one throfifigeen, and then super grade for sixteen,
seventeen, eighteen and nineteen, they're nowdddl®. Executive Service. And | was, so I'd
gone up very quickly, and that's where | met Batrihard, he was another associate there, and
later we set up the law firm.

But in any event, what happened during that time pat fascinating, | mean we did all of the
hearings down in Mississippi, you know, and we baihe very interesting times in Mississippi
and Georgia, Alabama particularly. | rememberweevent in and we sat down, Berl and |
went in and sat down with, with Berl and | canthesnber who it was, with Judge Wallace, who
later ran for president. And when he wouldn'tastethe voting list, and he said no, they're state
and they're under my control. And he was very,nieey gentlemanly all the time

(unintelligible phrase). It was a fascinating time.

So, we were in, | was at Civil Rights Commissiontfmat five years, and that was really a very
interesting experience because our commission veae mp of six very distinguished people,
there was John Hannah who was the president, abRegou president of Michigan State
University was the chairman, Father Ted HespeamfNotre Dame was on it, and then dean,
what's his namenéme) Carlton, the former governor of Florida, who veaeal segregationist.
And also John Battle, who was governor of Virgiaral a segregationist, so there were two
segre-, really three segregationists, and the athemwas dean of, | forget his name, he was the
dean of the law school at Southern Methodist Usityer And then the only black was, that was
the head of law school at Howard University, Dealnnson.

This was a very interesting time to watch thesepfgeand how they interacted. It was very
interesting because the people who became thesthsee Ted, was Father Hesperin and John
Battle, the segregationist, and they loved eacérotfihey're totally opposite in the way they
thought, | mean, and they had these great argunamdsve used to sit around and listen to
them.

And when we'd go on trips they'd often come, ewenthree that were from the South, the
segregationists, and we made a pact when we stautede would not stay in any hotel that
discriminated. And of course at that time there wdot of discrimination, so we ended up
staying many times in military installationsin{ntelligible phrase), because they couldn't
discriminate.

| remember story which is an interesting story, trad is that we'd gone down and we were, |
believe it was in Nashville, it was, there's aegd there, it was a college, it was an integrated
college, and, Meharry, Meharry Institute | thinkvas, Meharry. So we all met in there, and
Father Ted came in, we all called him Father Ted,lee came in and he went up to the
registration desk, and | remember it was a Baptstitution | believe, Baptist, you had your kids
on the desk, young students on the desk, that'stiwaa did at those places, and this was their
guest house that we were staying in, and he loakédn and he said, “You're a Catholic priest,
arent you?” And he says, “Yes.” And he says, "Weaever seen a Catholic priest here
before.” Well, Father Ted thought that was refliyny. But that's not the best part of the story,



because we went out to dinner afterwards, he ®Mhere to go, and | remember it was this
rainy night, dark and rainy, and we're coming bagko, into the campus, and we're walking
along and we're going over to the guest houseFatiter Ted starts to cut across the lawn. And
you can't see it at night, there's a wire thereetep people off the grass, and he trips and goes
right over. And he didn't get hurt or nothing,da up, but of course he was a mess, and he just
looked at us and he started to laugh and he sBy&ané retribution for staying in a Baptist guest
house.” Isn't that a great story? That's realkgc It really happened.

AL: He had a great sense of humor | carRi¢e. Oh yeah, they all did. We used to go
upstairs, Governor Battle loved Jim Beam bourbenalivays had his Jim Beam bourbon with
him, and we used to get, say to the staff, he'd“€ayme on upstairs, come on upstairs, we're
going to sit around and have a, we'll have a baurb&o we'd go up and sit around, and those
guys would start talking and start arguing and lhiiig at each other, Battle and Hesperin. And
they went fishing together, | mean, it was intangsto see. It always made me think, you know,
people can be different but you don't have todalth other. They respected each other's point
of view, they were very good.

And there was another one that was interestingetha lot of them, | won't go into them all
because | don't know how relative they are, buy treeve a factor in your life. We went down to
Louisiana, we did a lot of stuff in Mississippiptdout | can't get into all that, it's a book's thor
But we were down in Louisiana and we met with Jadk 6ame), the attorney general of
Louisiana, and we wanted to meet with him becausevere federal and what we wanted were
the voting lists from all the parishes. So we wardr to meet with him in this hotel, and it was
right out of the South. He had this big suite, #nd black guy with a, you know, jacket on and
everything was waiting on us. And this is abouatd&lock in the morning when Berl and | went
over there. And he said, “Would you have a drink&u know, they're all hitting the drink,
because he had a couple people sitting there, andendidn't want a drink, not at ten o'clock in
the morning, we weren't at that stage yet.

What we did was, we went in and we're going dowaugh this list of all the different parishes,
and we came to Plaguemine's Parish, which is farasieing, you know, real segregationist.
It's run by a guy named Leander Perez, who's nad.d&hey even had a PBS story on this guy,
he was, Judge Perez, he ran it. And he says,t‘@aflaquemine'’s Parish, | can give you
everything else in Louisiana but, you know, thatidge Perez's territory, | can't get into that, |
mean, that's political suicide, I'm not gonna * So anyway, | said, “Well, we're going to go
down there anyway.” So the next day, not that tsig the next trip down Berl says, “Go down,
go down and see what's going on down there onidieg’s had another guy with me, a close
friend, and we went down there and we went to Rlagne's Parish. And when we went there,
we went to the court house and Judge Perez wasger at the court house, he'd retired as a
judge, but he's running Plaquemine's Parish, amddn was the judge.

And so we went in and we talked to his son, he,s&, | can't give you that, can't give you
that.” And he said, “By the way, my father wouikkl you to come to lunch.” | said, “Well,

okay,” and we went up to this lunch and we, fos fiitle drive and this beautiful white house up
on a, it was really quite lovely, went in, you knawght out of a movie picture. And he comes

in; this guy was almost the spitting image of athmlovie star, you've probably seen him at some



point in your life, by the name of Claude Rains]dwked just like Claude Rains. You ever see
Claude Rains, he played @asablanca as the cop there, the police lieutenant.

Anyway, he, we went in and we sat down and we hedavely lunch. And he was asking, you
know, questions about, you know, you want thishyeeell, we'll have to see about it, | don't
know, | don't know. But we talked, but he talkeldabout just, “Where did you go to school?”
you know, he talked to me and he talked to my buddid the same thing and all this. We get
done this lunch and we're having dessert and caffide you know, he said, “Well, there's just
one thing | want to know. Why are two nice mer ljjou Communists?” All | could say is,
“We're not Communist.” “You have to be a Communmasthink like you do, you know.” But he
was, (nintelligible phrase), then you say goodbye, and we're gone. | mé&arvary fascinating,
some of these strange things that happen, they do.

But anyway, that was five years and it was a vetgresting five years. And what had happened
is, | was going to go, Gordon Tiffany wanted me&done back to New Hampshire in his law

firm. Well, by that time Kennedy had won and | veasick, you know, and I'd done great at the
commission but | thought | would like to do somathelse. Berl was going to go start the law
firm with Jim Bruno and he asked me to come, asaid, “No, | don't think so, at this time |

don't want to do that.” | said, “You know, I'd Hgdike to go into the Foreign Service,” | mean,

| said, “try it.” And there was a thing called tiiéhittenRider(?) which allowed, to get into the
Foreign Service is very hard. At least it usebeoit may not be so hard today, people putting
themselves at risk. But this Whitten Rid@) allowed for something like five people a year that
had reached, you know, done extremely well in #tefal government were allowed to transfer
directly into the Foreign Service at a comparalpéalg, which is very interesting because | was
not sixteen, | was a fifteen, not a six-, | saxtestn before, | was a fifteen, the top before yeu g
to SES. And of course | was pretty young, | waly,omhat, about thirty, early thirties, very

early thirties, to have that level of, and so | werat an FSO-3, Foreign Service officers start,
they tend to go up this way so it would be a depant head within a place. And so | said,

“Well I'm going to try that,” and | went over andst went in as a special assistant to the head of
the African Bureau, State Department.

Then Brazil, Brazil was having problems, and Gaduldro was a real left issue, he said he
wasn't a Communist but a lot of people thought bBe,vand they were having very serious
problems down there and it was a coup, coup datatthe army took over. And the mission
down there was, | mean, they were broke, the cpurmdis broke, so | got pulled out of that, |

was scheduled to go to Africa as the executiveeffat the Nigerian mission in Nairobi, and I'd
been over there on a trip and | came back. My wis not too excited about going over there,
but was ready to go. But then I got pulled ofbithe Aide Bureau, they were going to send a
team down to Rio, to the embassy, to take a lookdmtide what we were going to do about
rebuilding that mission down there. So | wentluattand | was down there for about six weeks.

Then | came back, and then they offered me a jaheaprogram secretary at the mission, which
runs all the loan programs, so | said, “Gee, Itdam this down,” so | did it. We were there two
years, we moved down there and, it was in June wigemoved down there. But | decided |
didn't want to spend my life in the Foreign Servi€ne of the problems, it's very interesting
because you can see how this would happen, ofe @roblems was | was much younger, for



the most part, than the people who were at my rauid | don't know if you know anything
about the Foreign Service, but they have thess rlike, you know, at the embassy you're,
everything's, they're very protocol conscious,ilbémprotocol conscious, but that's the
diplomatic corps. And so my wife just was blownaawby it, because there she was, this young
little thing, she says, you know, I'd come in, wheame in and got introduced they all stood up,
the other wives, you know, she was, you get inctinrdirst, you don’t sit down, it's very strange.
And that's what they call a high protocol postetlly was a high protocol post, it would be like
being in Paris or London, or one of the highestqmol posts.

And |, so | get, my wife was asked to be the champthe chairperson of the women's wive's
club for the area. And we had really built the sitos up by now, this is a year later, there were
all kinds of people falling in. And that year, tly@ar Vietnam, India and, it was India, Vietham
had not really started to get all that much yewas India and Brazil were the two highest paid
missions in the world, they were both getting fiwendred million a year, which was a lot of
money in 1964. So we had all kinds of money paunitio the mission, and we were doing all
kinds of projects. Well, Betty Main, who was thdenof Dr. John Gordon Main, who at that
time was the deputy chief of mission there, whichke deputy ambassador, called her up, and
she asked her to be secretary and the chairpefsba women's club, and she said, “No, | don't
want to do that.” She didn't even tell me, buét tiis call on the telephone from Gordon Main,
who's upstairs, and Gordon says to me, “| neegdoysu.” So | went upstairs. He says, “My
wife just called me,” he says, “She called yourenahd asked her to be chairman, she turned her
down.” And | said, “Well, she's a very independewninan, Gordon, that's her thing.” And he
says, “Well, you know, you canjrfintelligible phrase), you've got a good career in the Foreign
Service, you know,” he says, “but this is, you titurn down something like this.” | said, “I'll
talk to her.” 1 went down to call her, she sayso; I'm not going to do that. I'm going over to
the Polyclinic and volunteer.” So | go back andll him, “No, she's volunteering at the
Polyclinic.” He says, “She can't do that, shetogm'over there and volunteer without
permission from the ambassador's wife, who's gotren project.” Well, this went on and on
and, but I met some good people there.

Sam Lewis, Sam Lewis was later ambassador to lardaeh | was assistant secretary to the
Army, | mean, he's a very Woodrow Wilson fellowgraat guy, you know, these, all these
different people that you meet when you go to thgees. They're very interesting, and a lot of
them do very interesting things, so you get to kot of people who do very interesting
things, and that's always fun.

But we decided we weren't going to stay there,Berd had written me and said, “Look, can you
come back,” I'm, he was, at the same time the Wsam growing, but he was part time the
executive director of the lawyer's committee fromildRights, which had started up. He said,
“Will you come back, I'm going to, you can take of@ me and | can spend more time at the
thing,” so | said, well, there's a good, so | djd came back and took that over. And | did that
for a couple years, and that was interesting becaeshad a lot of money from the Ford
Foundation, and our board consisted of peopleQikastopher, Warren Christopher, what's his
name who was secretary of state just before Edavashis daughter worked for us on the
Muskie campaign, too. Elsie.



AL: Cy Vance?

RN: Cy Vance, | got to know all these guys, | magawas really fascinating. And then, after
about two or three years there, they, Berl canmmadmne day and says, “We're setting up this
thing, we're going to call it the Muskie Electioo@mittee, it's going to be separate, just a, start
to set up, get ready for the campaign.” And hd,s#live talked to the senator and I've talked to
Don Nicoll, he says, ‘Why don't you come over aoditht?”” And | said, “Gee, there's a great
opportunity.” See, right place, right time, righ&hd so | did, and that's how that started out.
So these things kind of keep piecing themselvesthay, and that's how | got started. So |
started by setting it all up, and basically | reépdrto Don Nicoll who at that time was Muskie's
AA, and Berl.

AL: Had you known Don Nicoll prior to that?

RN: No, no, | hadn't known Don prior to that. dn& known any of the Muskie staff prior to
that, really, but | got to know them all.

AL: Can you jump backwards in your thinking antire® what your, when you first met Berl
Bernhard, what were your impressions of him?

RN: Oh, we became very close friends. And he's,kymw, a very bright guy, very bright,
very personable. He's not a lawyer's lawyer. ldald/get mad at me for saying that, he's not.
But | mean, he, when it comes to the legal busingssknow, he's the big kahuna, he can get
the business because he knows everybody. | meah,|Bvatched him operate, and | operated
with him, | was his right hand for several yeafsd so it's, he, he's a guy who frankly | thought
would probably go into the government at some poéialways thought he'd be a great attorney
general or something, but he never did. Once hegwthat business | think he decided he
wanted to make money.

But of course | went, later on into the firm withrh) | brought, when he was, after he got
established and was the managing partner theabfuost eight years. But he and Harry, he had a
lot of close, really powerful friends like Harry Mberson who was, and of course Harry was
Lyndon Johnson's lawyer, and in the legal fiel&khew a lot of people. That's what he liked
about setting up the lawyer's committee, and Belly set that up, he had it all set up by the
time | got back, he had done the work getting goeng up and getting the funds out of the Ford
Foundation and working with people like Whitney NoSeymour, who was the president of the
ABA at the time, and all the other different pegplerry Shestack who's been the president also,
and the people like, and what's his name, Ted kpow, wrote all of Kennedy's speeches. Ted,
that's the trouble with you get to be seventy-goe&, know who | mean.

AL: 1 know who you mean.

RN: Yeah, he was on the board, too. | mean,ibatd was full of powerful people, and we
got what we wanted at the lawyer's committee foil &ights.

AL: Sorenson?



RN: Ted Sorenson.

AL: Okay.

RN: (Name) should always remember, Norwegian name, thowdtvays do it.
AL: I'm going to stop right here real quick ang the tape over.

End of Sde A, Tape One
Sde B, Tape One

AL: We are now on Side B of the interview with Mob Nelson. And | interrupted the
thought you were finishing.

RN: | can't remember what it was. We'll start cagain.
AL:  We were talking aboutiintelligible word), and we had mentioned Ted -
RN: At least | mentioned Berl.

AL: Ted Sorenson and sort of a characterizatiddeof Bernhard and your first impressions of
him.

RN:  Well, my first impressions were, of him was,w&s like a big brother to me. | never had
a big brother, and this is what it was, when | higt at the Civil Rights Commission. We did
an awful lot together, we go and play basketbatlhatY together when things were slow at the
commission. Wouldn't tell anybody where we weraagpwe're going to lunch, you know, and
then come back. And, you know, he was very clodgabby, quite close to Bobby Kennedy, he
knew Bobby really well. And of course one of threldems there is that Bobby Kennedy used
to give us orders, which we didn't like, even thobg had no jurisdiction over us.

And | remember one time, this actually happenedritel were down in Louisiana, and he and |
were down, and we always stayed at Royal Orleacause Royal Orleans is a great hotel, and it
had a government rate there, that's in the Frenahtey, and the swimming pool was up on the
roof. And we used to go down there like in Apaihd of course the weather was hot and steamy
down there in April, which is really nice after yoe been freezing in Washington for all that
time.

And we were getting ready for a hearing down thanel the hearing was going to include a
friend from Plaguemine's Parish, would be subpogrnagudge down there, and we'd gone
around and the newspapers knew about it, theyt gmintelligible phrase). | was up on the
roof, and he'd gone over at this time to do, hd,Bed gone over to do an interview for a radio
station or television station, | forget what it wae | was waiting around, | said I'd be up on the
roof by the pool, I've got nothing to do until ygat back. So I'm up there and | get this call.
And the call is, it's Angie, what's her name? Bsbby Kennedy's secretary. “The attorney



general wants to talk to,” | mean she said “Boblilgdt's what she used to call him, “wants to
talk to Berl right away.” And | said, “Well, he'®t here right now.” She says, “Wait a minute.”
So, and then Bobby Kennedy got on the phone ays] $&ho's this,” to me, and | said, “l work
with Berl, he's not here, he's gone down to thevision station.” “Well, you go get him and
you get him back there and you tell him to callmght away, it's very important.” So, Christ,
you know, (nintelligible phrase), so | go tearing out, | knew where he was, fobhimd, | said,
“Get back, Bobby's looking for you.” So he wenttoghe room and he called him up, and
Bobby Kennedy is, | was just, Berl was kind ofifitelligible phrase). “Okay, okay, | don't
know how I'm going to handle this, but okay. Ye#htell them, I'll tell them all, yeah.” He put
the phone down, he hung up, he says, Bobby Kensayly, “Cancel the hearings, cancel the
hearings, politically not wise to do it right nowSo we had to deal with all of that.

And he could, he was masterful at those thingsl,\Bas. | mean, he was very, very good at
doing these things, but of course he was annoyedl I'd been with him over to see Bobby
Kennedy in his office, with his great dog over theso, you know, | got to do a lot of these
things that the ordinary person doesn't get tordh gou know, you're only maybe a sideline in
it, but it's still, you remember, these things pap in your memory. Berl was very good. Berl
was, Berl was good at policy making, he was godthatling people, excellent. | mean, | owe
him an awful lot because, you know, a lot of thi#segs wouldn't have happened if it hadn't
been for him, hadn't been for the commission. Asd said, these things all kind of fit together,
you're in the right place at the right time and koow the right people. And of course
(unintelligible phrase) might take a liking to you, or whatever. He waan administrator, he
did not want to be an administrator. And | thoulgltwas a manager, but he really wasn't a
manager. But that's okay, because he had all tithse stripes.

There are a lot of people who are not managemmyiCarter wasn't a manager. Great guy, but
not a manager. | mean, you know, he was paurohielligible phrase), and neither was Ronald
Reagan. | mean, you can look at presidents anthsagame thing, they're not managers, but
what they are, they're good leaders, yeah, Berlaxgreat leader. People loved him, they did,
you know, they would give their life for him, he svthat kind of a person. And so, and so he
commanded great loyalty. But he was loyal backean, you know, that's the good thing. A
person that commands loyalty needs to be, the goned are always loyal back. So, you know,
he was, he was really like a brother to me, likeather I, an older brother which I'd never had.

| had a younger brother, but not an older oneuelsg | don't know what else to say about him
other than that.

AL: That's great. Now, talking about the presid¢ctmpaign and the committee, what was
the committee called again?

RN: Muskie Election Committee, | believe. It'stie books, in the records in there
somewhere, there's memos to that effect. | knawltgave themupintelligible word). | think
it was Muskie Election Committee.

AL: And you joined that with Berl?

RN: Yeah, Berl, Berl was on, he was, this is reallyadministrative type set up that gets ready



for the campaign itself. The campaign had not merounced. This did appear | think in the
New York Times at that time, or th&Vashington Post, one of the papers, that Muskie had set up
this kind of election committee. That's when histfgave a real indication, “Yeah, I'm going to
run.” And that's, it becomes a structure withiniehhyou start to put, you put things together.
Don Nicoll was very involved in that as well, andrwas very good, he really was. And of
course, and he was the tie in with the senatoaumehe was, at that time he was the senator's
top staff person.

AL: Was he sort of the liaison between Muskie'gefand the committee?

RN: Oh yeah, oh yes, no question about it, yealwdsethe guy. He would talk to Berl or to
me, and a lot of times he'd talk to Berl and tlek to me, | mean that's the way those things go.
We were set up in the law firm with separate eficout we had not gone over to, at that
particular time, when it first started, | don'tieek we'd gone over to the L Street office in the
1900 block yet. That came later when we had t@edpwhen we really got into the campaign
and we got that whole, part of that whole building.

AL: At that beginning there, when you first staiedet that committee up, was it a lot of talk
about strategy, or was it more organizing and dgleg things?

RN: Well, it was in a sense both. There were afyatonferences, of course, up on the Hill
and that's when | got to knownr{ntelligible word) staff, we used to go up there a lot. The
meetings up there would usually be down in the tegisaCapital office, a secret, one of the
secret offices those guys keep over at the Capitat, you know, you might have somebody in,
a couple other senators would show up and talkiepwere interesting. Those were more or
less strategy sessions when they happened, andd go to a lot of them.

The other part of it was what | would call the adisirative side, you know, you got to put
together a team of advance people, you've got tldid these things, you've got to set it up for
the money raising, you've got to, there's all kiatithings that come into that, and begin, you
know. And the money part of it isn't an import#rihg, because | remember prior to April 1 of
the year in which the convention was, you didmiteht report cash donations or anything like
that, and once April 1 came, you had to have adleah record. And of course, so before, we
used to get cash in and we did not have to repatt tWe did keep a record of it, however, made
a record of it.

And one of the things that happened, and thisiisalty skipping ahead, but afterwards when
they came around and audited, in that sense, authiéedifferent campaigns, we came out with a
clean bill of health, totally clean. And | thinkewvere the only one that did, which was good.
But we, yeah, we had cash. | can remember goidgarking up cash, | mean that's the way the
thing worked in those days and it was rather fegirig in some ways. But at the same time, |
mean, you walk around with a, literally a briefcagiéof cash, it might be twenty-five, thirty
thousand dollars, you get looking around to see'swpoing to grab it off you. But that's the way
it worked, mostly. Not all of it, | mean, this waem people who did not want their names
known. And there was a very important one themd,you may or may not have heard of him,
his name was Ed Pizek. | got to know Ed reallylwel



AL:  What did you think of Ed?

RN: |tell you, Ed was right off the street. Hesnan Army sergeant in WWII, came back, got
into business with this other guy freezing fishd atarting Mrs. Paul's Frozen Fish, and ended
up a multimillionaire. He didn't have any furtheztucation. But he used to call me up a lot. “I
love Ed Muskie, I'm a conservative Republican, heger voted for a Democrat in my life and
I'm going to stay a Republican, but | want to s&®ksh American be president.” That was his
(unintelligible word). But he did, and he loved Muskie, but he drowearazy, too. He'd call

me, he said, “Come on, I've got a package for gome on up, get in the train and come on up
here,” and I'd go up to Philadelphia and pick digén, twenty thousand dollars.

But those are the things that are interesting, habthat's the way it was then. And he did it
right up until, he had to be, he did not want tatdafter the April 1 date, because, you know, he
was a Republican and he contributed to Republiaangell. But he really contributed a lot to
Muskie. And people like this, it's very interegfirtame out and got this relation. Another one,
but not on the money at that time, but now | gdtriow really well and really liked was Sumner
Redstone in Massachusetts. | don't know if he'gaam list, but he ought to be talked to.

AL: No, now who is he?

RN:  Well, you know who he is? Viacom, he owns,zyd®'s one of the richest men in the
United States, he's the richest man in Massaclsusdtiw this later on, but we hired his son at
the, he hired my daughter when she was, when hewves she was at BU, and | hired his kid
into our law firms. But he's a great guy. Andbhd know if he'll talk to you, he may not, but
Sumner is brilliant, he's a real mind, he's ailanll, brilliant man. And he's, go read up on him,
because he's worth it. He was one of the guysathatbehind that scene, but he was a very
strong supporter of Muskie at that, you know, at time. Of course that was when | got to
know him. | got to know people like that.

| don't want to divert here, but that's, the elattia lot of the people, people would call me
because | was kind of a central point down thee&dy getting called executive director, or may
have called it staff director, | forget. Therdlsfiin the book in there that, Chris has got adbt
my memos, and there's stuff in there that would kihput that together. I'd have to look at
some of that stuff and | could probably be moreeteht on it. And maybe if we go another
time, what I'll do is come back and look througatthook and all those things. It might kick off
other things in my mind that | hadn't said.

But basically it was very busy, a very busy timedan, you know, you had, we were building a
staff, we were hiring things like research analyatsl political analysts and things like that that
you need to get ready for that campaign. | knoysdike Bob Shrum, who we hired, Bob was a
speechwriter, and a good one. And Mark Shieldsean, these were all people that, you know,
you see now, still around. A lot of them, Tony kakdon't know if you've talked to Tony Lake
or not.

AL: Don has.



RN: Oh, Don talked to Tony? Yeah, yeah, I'm nopgsed. And we'd do advance stuff. For
example, | went, | advanced the trip for him whenarent to Moscow and to Egypt and to Israel,
when the senator went. | went up two weeks ahé#the, we left the day after Christmas, and
Tony Lake hooked up with me and | was, becausiedéh in the Foreign Service, and because |
knew, from my Foreign Service days, | was oftentcgrofficer for any senator who came to
Brazil when | was there, that was another part piob, the congressmen and senators, | mean,
believe me, they liked to come down there, paréidylin the winter, you know, our winter, their
summer. So | advanced that trip, | advanced aledtips, and they were the big trips, and I'd
go. Usually | stayed at the office, during thelyaart of that when the election committee was
set up, they wanted it set up. And he wanted tovgw and talk to Brezhnev angh{ntelligible
phrase), and then to Israel to talk to Golda Meir, andrfiinally to talk to Sadat. And it's what

[, that was fun, doing those things, too, veryresting.

AL:  Were you with Berl on the trip to Israel?
RN: No.
AL: You just set it up.

RN: | setit up ahead of time, Berl went on thp.trBut | did all the, 1 did the setting up for the
trip myself, and | had with me, Tony Lake was thierepart of it, | hooked up with him in
Munich, and Peter Kyros was also with me. But $walid the, so | did those kind of things
when, because they came and asked me, look, yodohethis kind of stuff, do you want to do
it, and | said yes. But that's the only part I.didlid, once we got into the campaign, | didiot d
any more, any of the political advance work in gosintry. We had people hired who did that.
So that's how that happened.

AL: So how did that campaign evolve, what is yanspective on how?

RN: Well, the perspective is it evolved, this, #iection committee went on as a growing
institution which would include some important mampaign things that | said before; hiring
analysts, we got people who were going to be dposition papers, so on and so forth, getting
the administration set up. For example, I'd haatllehe money for the, what we used the cash
for was great, we used it for when the guy, evghtrinto the campaign, when people went out
to advance the senator wherever he went, they wgmtld/ou know, you'd just give them cash
and say, “Here, you can live on this.” Which wasaily enough for the, you know, following
kind of a government standard of what you wouldeha8o it evolved into at some point, | can't
remember exactly when, when he went out and detlared then it became a campaign thing,
and Berl became the campaign chairman, so, ap#rttular time.

And then kind of the, | was the deputy campaign agen, | was a deputy campaign manager but
it was for administration, finance, and those kintithings. | had done some political things,
some in Florida, and there's memos about that.nBumuch, that wasn't my bag. People know
me as being a manager, and that's kind of what Wwadis be a manager, but not in the sense, a
management's manager as opposed to a campaignenariagh means the guy who's in charge
of the campaign may not be able to manage anytiduj.they're the leader, and the leader is



very important. | mean, you've got to have somglibdt takes all those administrative burdens
off a leader, he doesn't need that kind of stuidfphshe, they don't need that.

So that meant, they changed my title at that tiongejputy campaign manager, and then George
Mitchell came in and he was like the political dgpcampaign manager. That didn't happen
right away, but it happened. We had people inwbivethat campaign like Jack English, who
was a Democratic committee man from New York. gotia sense there of, you know, those of
us, and even Berl to some degree, who were relagephytes, but Berl had been involved with
Ed when he ran on the vice presidency thing witmdhrey, he got involved in it back then. |
wasn't involved at that time.

And you got the sense that the pros are taking, avet the rest of you basically, you do your job
because that's very important for the pros, bupts are going to do things, you know, they're
going to be the people that make the big decistonghere you're going to put your efforts.

And | remember there is a memo that | wrote that,Bevrote and Berl, because Berl and |
talked about it, he asked me about Florida, | dsdshouldn't be in Florida, we're not going to
win in Florida, (nintelligible phrase). The guy, Bobrfame) who's now a senator from Florida,
he's about to retire, well he wamine) nephew or something, anyway, | went to see hanyas

in the state senate down there and we had a lkigatadl he says, “Wallace going to come in here
and walk away,” and of course he was exactly righid we, English kept saying, “No, no,
Florida's important, Florida's important.”

And for that reason, | still feel this strongly tod for that reason Ed was not paying as much
attention to New Hampshire and New England as baldhhave been, because they kept telling
him to go down there, saying, “No, you got to gevdasouth, got to get to the southern
(unintelligibleword).” And you weren't going to get it, | mean, yowokv, Wallace was going to
walk away with it, and that's exactly what he dihd so it ended up being in essence not a
smart move. But these other guys were bigger higaaisl, | guess, nationally. 1 think, | don't
know how George felt about that, he may not hawnlibere when that decision was made, he
may not have been there yet. He did come inla bit later, as | recall, because Muskie wanted
him there. And, you know, Muskierintelligible word) with a lot of these guys, and of course
there was real, there was real differences of opimithin that campaign.

AL: Between Don Nicoll and George Mitchell and -?

RN: Oh, Don, no, I don't think there was any betwBen and George. There was some,
because at one point Don lost influence, and k cacall why and when that happened. | mean,
| remember it happened, and everything was so buskie went more into the background, and
some of these other guys were coming in and takioge of the burden. In other words, the
people who weren't just from Maine, you know, ple@ple like a Jack English, he's the one that
always strikes me as one who was, seemed to begcallot of shots there for a while. But of
course at the same time, you've got to remembéthbaenator was talking with his own
colleagues who he was very close to, and they Wwevas at some meetings up there where they
were all arguing, too. So, you know, | don't kndtig,tough, where the direction really ought to
go sometimes, because what you are, you're irsitiuigtion where, you know, we may know
what Jack English is thinking or somebody else ddvene, but we don't know what Ed was



thinking after he sat down with Fritz Mondale aatkéd to him. “So that kind of a thing, there
were meetings up on the Hill, a lot of meetingsruthe Hill which, because of what | was
doing, | did not go to, | went to some, where hththis stuff was argued out and a decision
made. But when it came right down to it, he hatheke the final decisions, in my mind.
Whether he always did or not, | can't really sagdwuse he did rely on a lot of people like, good
people, like Hathaway and like here, but, whatsname from, oh, | read the book, he was a, |
know it, too, not Mondale but. What really happgiethat campaign was that, and this is
important because | remember at the time it wa®itapt, we felt very strong going in. We felt
strong going in because Humphrey said he wasniggoi run.

And then we went down, we fooled around in Flofiaaa while, found out that, we thought

that, | thought certainly, | know Berl did, thatat's why | wrote that memo, that we shouldn't be
fooling around in Florida much, we should be payattgntion somewhere else. And, but you
know, you had Wallace on the right, and you had s the middle, and you had what's his
name, you know, finally got the nomination overénen the end.

AL: McGovern.

RN: McGovern, and had McGovern on the left. Wallgot into it, and he was a moderate,
moderate to somewhat conservative for a Demoandtiteen Humphrey came back in. Now
once you split that middle up three ways, that'atvehid it. And what did it is | guess that
Humphrey thought that Muskie was losing too mudaugd. | don't know why, | mean, you
know, why did he come in? He said he wouldn't tuath he did. And all it did was to split up,
because people, if you look at politics and, if yook at politics you see one thing, it's, the ,pri-
very few people vote in primaries. | mean, prirearare won by, like, | think when you have six
percent, that's what turned out in Rhode IslandMo@overn won it, which was a blow. But |
don't know how many, you know, | can't even remenifidege ever went to Rhode Island. The
point I'm making here is that, as | call them, ¢h@zies on the right and the crazies on the left,
the ones that really feel strongly, they'll run aotl vote and vote in the primary. But it's going
to be won by the people who vote, and the greabritajof the people who vote are moderates
in the middle. So if you've got three people divgdup the middle, you know, right and left,
you know, it doesn't take a rocket scientist td li&e that's, that something here is not going to
be very good. At least that's what | thought, #rad was my own opinion.

It might be simple, but, you know, it seemed pretgar to me that we weren't going to win
anything in the south. They thought Florida wasnaible because there were a lot of people
from the north who were in Florida, but that's ndween true, you know, at least it wasn't at the
time. And so | can understand why they thought, tmat when | talked to people down there |
said, “No, he's not going to win here. No, he'sgamng to win here, because George Wallace is
going to come in here and he's going to walk awly ity” and he did. Even Humphrey did not
do very well against him, so. But anyway, thagsiéss a little bit of a diversion, but | didn't
want to forget that because | thought that wasrgrortant point.

Things went along really well; we moved over to bhelding on L Street, the other building on
L Street, and of course we had to get that alupetWe picked up the FBI, not FBI, the Secret
Service contingency. That was kind of funny, thgags. I'll never forget the guy, one of them



left his pistol in the men's room, God, it justatexd this whole thing. And then, always reminds
me of stories.

Here's a story, we used to have some meetingsrepwie'd meet at the Shawmut Inn, we'd all
fly up and go to the Shawmut Inn which is just alésof Kennebunkport. It's now gone,
somebody bought it and ripped it down. It waseagplace. | had two daughters that got
married there, it's a wonderful place. And I rerhensitting around the bar, and it was April.
Now, Ed liked to swim, he'd swim every day, he'dnswn this cold water and it never bothered
him. No, he would. So he'd go out for a swim, #red/'re sitting there, the Secret Service guys
are sitting at the bar saying, “All right, who'sigg in with the Senator tomorrow, that water is
terribly cold.” And they were, then they're flimgi coins as to who got the duty. You know,
these funny little things that seemed to happen.

But we had, we used to have, we must have had dhrieeir meetings up thereyrintelligible
phrase). And that was good because he got some of theeMseople involved who wanted, you
know, we didn't see. | know that some of the glksow Shep Lee, he was a big supporter, but
you know, there was stuff going on up here withHaatay, and Peter Kyros who was then a
congressman from there, Bill and others, but, §ai, know, | knew them, met them, but we,
what was going on up here didn't get really integgtanto anything nationally until you had,
some of them came down to the Shawmut Inn thinggtypmuch.

AL: Did you ever notice that Senator Muskie was diffgrent in Maine than he was in
Washington? Was there a distinction in his -?

RN: ldon't, | didn't see any. | mean, he was \Mane oriented, | mean, that came out in
Washington. | mean, that's why people that cdliedtoo liberal, | just used to laugh at,
because economically he was quite conservativénamwadould really stick up for Maine, and
that's where it came from. Maine and the shoestrgul mean, anybody fool around with
anything in Maine would have the wrath of hell tesi upon them by Ed Muskie. And he had
that loyalty, too, that, to people and he was Veywl to his state, and that impressed me. |
didn't see any real difference. | think that maghe or two times where he felt that he had to,
may have been encouraging to vote on some of ttes ¥bat might have affected Maine
somewhat negatively, but | don't recall that theyrey and there may have been two or three.

But you know, at the same time he was trying tahe¢ things. One thing I'll say about him,
he's one of the brightest people I've ever megamthis guy was incredible. | mean, you could
go tell him something and he already, he would seadething and he could practically repeat it
back to you the next day. That's why he was sughoa chairman of committees on the Hill, |
mean you couldn't fool him.

And yet he was very loyal to his friends on thd.Hilremember when Albert Gore, Senior lost.

| had a call, and it was from Muskie and he warntekhow would | come over to the house that
night because it was election night and he wasggmirhave to make some, he knew he would
have to, if he won he'd be calling some peoplewsat running, and he had eight or ten of them
he knew, you know, for the Senate election. Thas two years before the '72 elections, '70.
And he, | think that was the year, | can't recélhyway, he, | went over there and he had a list,



and he was watching and he said, well, “Albertisdpbeaten,” and he says, he was practically
in tears. He called him up and talked to him foow fifteen, twenty minutes. | would, you
know, get the numbers for him, | sat there with laind watched, and we sat there and he called
up several people, some to congratulate if they ammhsome that lost. He was very good at that
kind of thing.

There really is a club in the Senate, and | mearad a club in the sense that people, he used to
have coffee quite often with John Stennis who, tlveye way apart probably ideologically,
particularly things like civil rights, but he salidhn Stennis is a real gentleman. And, you know,
you see things like that. | mean, you see it reotvays, too. | remember a few years later
when | got, | had to go up for my hearings beftie $enate Armed Services Committee on my
appointment as assistant secretary to the Army,@nchy nomination, and went in there and
testified, and there were four or five senatorsghthe whole groups never come. One was
Goldwater, one was Strom Thurmond, and one was'svhistname from Georgia, Sam Nunn,
Teddy Kennedy came at that time, and someone @lsd.what was really interesting is, after |
got, after this got done, it wasn't a long questod answer, just some stuff on some policy
issues, and then it got done, and my wife was tlar@ my daughter, the older one, and the two
people who came down, wanted to meet my wife amgj@iulated me, were Goldwater and
Thurmond. Sam Nunn left, who | got to know belster, and they were so gentlemanly. They
said, “Now look, you know, if there's anything otkere you need, if you need some help in
something, you can call us.” So it is an interesplace, | mean it's gotten much more vicious
today. | don't think it ever was then. It redilgs been, it's a real shame. But that's justia lit
sidelight to say how people, how you react to peopl

AL: Yeah, well that's very important, that obsaorat

RN: Yeah, yeah, itis. People there were, botld®ater and Thurmond both struck me as
real gentlemen, they really were, and they catetever called them because | didn't have to,
but that's beside the point. Nunn | talked totayeah. So I think that Ed, | think he stood up
for Maine, boy, he did not like people who weremgpio take anything away from Maine. Have
you heard the story about when, later on when & when Carter won and he was called, and
Carter had been there about two or three weeksashiligton and he put out this list in the
paper of water projects he was going to cancel?

AL: No, no.
RN: That was Passamaquoddy?
AL: No.

RN: Oh yeah, well Passamaquoddy, | was over ifPdrgagon, | get this call from Leon
Billings and, you know, Leon's laughing, and he grite got a hold of me, he says, “God, you'll
never believe what happened.” He says well, “lbtnsomething,” this is third hand,
(unintelligible phrase), | think it was Leon that called me, not Don Nigcbthink it was Leon.
Anyway, he came into the office, ripping into thiéice mad as hell, as he can get, and he says,
“Get me the president, | got to talk to the prestdeght away. Get me the president on the



phone.” Unintelligible phrase) says, “What's the matter?” He says, “He's gémngancel
Passamaquoddy Project, I've been working on thigéars!” So he gets, the story goes, he
gets, his secretary gets him, buzzes him in tlar@ Leon was in there with him, and said that,
the president isn't available right now, but Mrr&@m, you know, who's his chief of staff there
will talk to you. Ed says, “I didn't call Mr. Geed, | don't know Mr. Gerden, | don't want to talk
to Mr. Gerden.” Then he said, “Wait a minute, pumh on.” So he puts on Mr. Gerden, he says,
“Mr. Gerden, | don't know you,” and at the samesdtine said, “I don't want to talk to you, | want
to talk to the president. Now let me tell you stimmay, you tell the president that if he wants a
budget, and | am chairman of the Budget Commitiedyetter call me back in the next fifteen
minutes,” and slammed the phone down. And Cagked him. And you'd think they'd have a
bad relationship over there, but it ended up hiyretarted to talk to Ed a lot.

Carter made a big mistake when he came in anddd et saw it. He thought he was running
the Georgia legislature or something, and you asmthat. He's such a good man, | mean a
decent human being, you talk about, there's a dwysaa nitpicker when it comes, | remember
going over with the budget, | mean the Army budgat] he's asking these questions that are
unbelievable. | mean, what is he doing, you ne&sldf time to read all this stuff. But, | mean
that's an aside, but that's a comment | would nadkeit, but it also showed Muskie, what
Muskie would do. But you don't, you don't comehia,said, you got to talk to us first before
you decide to announce these things. That's whatds mad about, he was mad that he just
went and put this in the newspaper, because he lsagdooling around in my territory without
even talking to me, and that's not the way thingskvin Washington.

So, and that's right. So that was an interestitig bbservation that did happen several years
later, and then he became his secretary of sfatd.| understand as secretary of state thing was
an interesting thing, too, which was that, now tkiagain the story | got, and the story | got was
that Jim Brennan, | mean, what's his name, yeaimiian, not Jim Brennan, was governor of the
state at that time. Joe Brennan, Joe Brennan diamt@ppoint himself to Muskie's position.
Have you heard this story?

AL: I've heard a version of it, but | want to hgaurs.

RN: Well, my version of it, you don't know how mathyngs it's been through by the time it
got to me, you know, but my version of it whichdtgver the phone about it was that Ed said,
“I'm not going to, no, I'm not going to come anditlonless George Mitchell gets appointed to
this position.” And this meant that the pressthe,president had to put the pressure on
Brennan, which he did, and said, George Mitchellj'ye got to appoint George Mitchell. 1
guess Joe being a loyal Democrat did it, but ha'thdant to do it, he wanted that job himself.
And that's how Mitchell got the job. Which is finanean, you know, because George went on,
he is a clone of Ed Muskie, he is a clone of himelan he grew up at his feet and watched how
he did everything, and look what it's made outiof,ihe's been great. And I'm sure glad he got
off of this commission that they just appointedniissinger.

AL: Is that because of the Kissinger factor thatrgoglad?

RN: Oh, yeah. Well, I think I'm glad he's gettioigt, yeah, for that reason. Well, they told



him he'd have to leave the law firm, and of colmselidn't want to do that, he's chairman. They
just merged,rfame) just merged with another firm, and that's whknéw George, | mean

George, | don't know George that well, as well ksdw a lot of the other guys, but | know, met
him of course on several occasions. But Georgegisy who | see as a guy who knows himself,
and he knows what he is capable of doing, and gaeen what he's been doing, he's learned the
lessons very, very well. He's obviously very btjgis Ed was, but he also, he's been a very good
legislator and he learned that from Ed Muskie d@red that serving down there. Look at the
different things he's done, be a federal judgeydieexperiences in each one of those things, too.
And he knows them all, and I think he's a terrjigy.

But, and | think he left, he says he's got a fart@lgupport, and it's true. Ed didn't come to our
firm, (name), because of that reason. We made him a very gffied but the New York firm
made him a lot better, made him a better offeréiddomething that would take care of Jane for
a long time, and that's why he went there. Andeladly wanted to come with us, and | know he
did, he told me he did and we talked about an omy office over at the firm. 1 said, “Well, |
hope you're coming over here,” and he said, “Wealgn't know, Bob, it's a very hard choice.”
And | think he made the right choice for that reaso

But, so, Ed Muskie had gone through his life, tteeaestory that's a true story, on the airplane,
when Jules Woodcover came up to Ed, Jules is afsiendly guy, he's a political columnist, he
and Jackrfame) together, and he came up to him on the plansapg, “Ed, you can't be
president,” he says, “you'll never make a presidgmi can't get to be president.” Ed says,
“What do you mean, what do you mean | can't beigees?” “You can't be president,” he says,
you know, he says, “you've been a governor of whate, you've been a senator all these years,
and you still don't have a pot to piss in. Someglsi wrong with you.” Wnintelligible phrase).

And Ed always struck me this way. He was realhgam of ethics, if you've ever seen a man of
ethics. And he was that way. And believe me,dvkithat he didn't have a lot, because my wife
did a lot of their bookkeeping for them, becausg#sh money manager and it was her business
and she did it. She went up there and she said -

AL: So this was his sort of last opportunity to makme money before retiring.

RN: Yes, it was, yes, make some money to takeafdnes family. And you know, he had
some family problems with some of the kids. Ameler really involved in that. Berl got
involved in it quite a bit, trying to help out withe kids and some of the problems they got into.
But, | don't know, somebody asked me the other dag Martha still alive, and | said, | don't
know. | think she is, | hadn't heard she diedyn'tlknow why.

AL: Yeah, yup.

RN: But, you know, she, you know, it was tough. hael to keep a home in Washington, a
home up here, and little things he liked to do WwHie ought to be able to do, like play golf once
in a while. They were important things to him, dhdt was getting away. | mean, we had our
instructions on the road when he was coming ine seme for swimming in the pool and maybe
a round of golf. And he hated raising money, I\Wrigzecause | was involved in that, and he



hated raising money, and he hated asking anybadydoey, and I think it's because he just felt
that way. And | know how he feels, | hate to ddab. I've done someifintelligible phrase)
either. It's, he had my sympathy for that, I'll §&du that. It was important. But he was a, hd ha
to make money, this was his opportunity. He wasisrsixties and never made real money.
And | think we offered him three hundred, three dined and fifty thousand, but he got a better
deal at the other place so he had to take it, ymwk And that was in the seventies, so it was
good money in those days.

AL: This tape is about to end, so I'm going to sigipt here.

End of Sde B, Tape One
Sde A, Tape Two

AL: We are now on Tape Two of the interview with. Bob Nelson on December 13th, the
year 2002. And we were talking about the presideoampaign, and how did you see things
going? Was there a point when there was a lotayf grea as to whether you were making
progress?

RN: Well, as | recall it there was. | mean, peapére working very hard and | think getting
very tired. And | think that the time when it rigalgot really worried, was of course somewhat
to the fuss over the senator's supposedly cryimdgenw Hampshire, but that did not strike me as
what a lot of people called the turning point a# tampaign. | don't think it was, | think the
turning point of the campaign was when the middleich he had co-opted, had to be shared
with Jackson and, Jackson from Washington, Wastingiate, Harry Jackson, and then later of
course Humphrey, because this just divided uprthdtlle, the middle moderate part of the
country among three people who were relative mddsral mean, one being a little more left
than the other or a little more right than the oihgou want to call it that, but clearly in the
mainstream, as | would call it, and their recordsenin the mainstream. Even Humphrey's
record was to a great degree in the mainstreahattiine. So | think when you see that, you
begin to get concerned.

| can't pinpoint it really any better than thatcept that those things happened and, again, I think
they were much more important than the theoretezais in the snow up in Manchester. Now
Manchester, New Hampshire, th&anchester Union Leader was such a vicious paper, | mean

my father would not allow it in the house. As idsaarlier, we lived in New Hampshire, he did
not like that man at all, and his rantings andraisngs, so he said, | don't want that newspaper
in the house, and so it never was. Because laiskativere, you know, were like that guy that's
on the radio now | never listen to.

AL: Rush Limbaugh?

RN: Rush Limbaugh, | mean he was like Rush Limbatiuyht's what he was, | mean he cared
more about the, he didn't care about people, Felavout what his thoughts, and what they
ought to be and that's no way to run anything. tBat's beside the point, but | just don't think it
was that important. He was, Muskie clearly wasgdo win New Hampshire, but unfortunately
he didn't win it with as much, with as many, getremy votes as we thought he would have



gotten, and there was a little picking on it at tiae, although | don't still think that was the
turning point because that was happening with, waet the first primary. | think they did show
that we didn't spend quite enough time over thawethey made a mistake. | mean, there's a lot
of people have said, and | think it's true, thatpleople had persuaded Ed to spend more time
elsewhere, they didn't realize that they were @kine risk of, you know, just shunning a
neighbor a little bit, if you want to put it thatay. And coming from New Hampshire myself,

my dad at that time thought, as little politiciaslee is, | mean being in the state legislature] kin
of thought that Muskie probably should have spdiitla more time there.

But that's about the best that | can put it. Adibit's because | was, by this time | was spending
an awful lot of time on traveling and doing alltbgé other things on the administrative end that
had to be done, and so I, and the campaign haddken on a life of its own, so to speak, and
that's what was going on. And, you know, it tothle campaign's a very interesting thing, it took
two years, two years and a little more, out of ifg; but on the other hand | did get paid, except
for the tail end of it and | survived through that.

But out of it grew an awful lot of other things,chit was an experience that I'm glad | had, but
it's something that | said after it was done, lewer going to do this again, this is very tough. |
was tough on my family, it was tough on everybotpu're gone an awful lot of the time, |
traveled, | had to travel a lot, except towardehd, | had to travel a lot because we'd be going
out to California to tend things and do things aatlthings up. But overall, it was a very, very
important experience in my life, perhaps the mogiartant experience | had, | guess, other than
being born, | don't know. But I met an awful Idtpeople, and | made a lot of fast friends and, |
mean, my going on, instead of going to a law firlmew | was done, which | expected to do, |
went to work for Joe Albritton who was a big sugpoof Ed Muskie's, and I've been, as the
vice president of his holding company, and thatedrinto a lot more things. So those things
are, it's the way life goes, | mean, you just, éleesome kind of plan out there but most of the
time you don't see it, you run into it and you hawvéake advantage of it when you do that.

But none of these things would have happened,s®is the things that later on, getting to go
back into the government at a very high level, egrout afterwards at the law firm and

working at the law firm for a while until I got i@nd tired of it, and then from that what I'm
doing now. So it just, it all worked out very wék me, I'm a very lucky person, that's the way |
look at it. But the campaign itself, | did haveadl from Wallace's people when he ran four
years later and they asked me would | be inter@stagob and | told them no. | did say,
however, “If you, I'm in town and if you ever wanttalk or want me to come to a meeting I'd be
glad to help in that sense,” but | have no inteiregiping back in any political campaign as a full
time person. Or even a part time person, redtlg.okay being a little bit of a consultant and
trying to help somebody out a little bit, but ndudl time thing, it's just too demanding. And if
like my family and I'm afraid they’ll leave. Bubhéy were very understanding.

So the campaign as | saw it was a counterpointyitifien all these different things were
counterpoints and | don't know how much weight goxe to each one, but in terms of
influencing my life | would say, you know, certajrBerl Bernhard, John Donovan, Berl
Bernhard, it's hard to name them all, and Ed Muakeeat the top of the list, they are at the top
of the list. | got a lot out of the years with Ailiton, too, because being the senior vice presiden



of theWashington Star was at a time when | ended up really being to sdeggee, | was the
senior person on it because Joe was never thereeadidin't name a president, that was | think,
along with being assistant secretary of the Arnoghlwere really interesting and fun jobs. You
could spend a lot of time working very hard on théot you really liked it, and you get to know
a lot of people.

That's what happened around Washington, | got verglved in Washington and very involved
in many things in Washington, from the Federal Ctyuncil on down that, where | made lasting
acquaintances and friends, and that's very importand | miss them now that I'm up here in
Maine. | do go back quite often to my office dothmere, but | haven't been back since June and
this is the longest time that | haven't been be& been waiting for, | just got too busy this
month, and January I'll go back down again. Buotorking on boards of directors up here and
having fun, too, so that's something to do. Bundp@art time in Maine is kind of the best thing
you can do. | can stay involved totally with myioé in Washington, but at the same time | can
do what | want and have a lot of time to myself gndn trips and all those wonderful things.
And they're nice. But | do say, | miss Washingtamq if it weren't for my three grandchildren

up here, four actually, one's in Massachusettegtbf them are here in Maine with me, right
close by, | probably would have just come up in jhst kept our first smaller house we bought
for the summers, and kept that instead of gettipgrananent house in Brunswick at the same
time. So that's where | am right now, and it'srbe@enone of these things would have happened
if way back there in the beginning somewhere tret thing didn't happen.

The smartest thing | did when | got out of Bates @acide to go to law school. | hadn't even
thought about going to law school, | thought I'd giéered a better job than | got offered, and |
didn't, so therefore | said, | got to do somethelse, | might as well go to law school. And that's
been a good career, | mean law is an interesting thecause law school teaches you to analyze
things, to, that's what they really teach you tpatal to take things apart and look at them, and
this helps you. And I think it helped me very masha manager, which | had more, and
continue to have | think a stronger, it's my strpogt, as my wife says, and other people have
said.

And | think that shows up in the kind of jobs Ivad. After the newspaper and getting those
losses down from twelve million a year to two naiflia year, and when you take over, you're
running the company, for all practical purposesing a company that's twenty-five hundred
people in Washington, and it's also like one oftdpeten newspapers in the country, you get to
know a lot of people, they come to you, that'sitheresting thing. They like you because they
think you're going to do something for them, ana@airse that's always to be seen. But, and it
certainly happened in Washington and it's, that avasry exciting time. But having been in the
Army during the Korean war and being, going backssstant secretary where two thirds of the
Army budget was in my office, and having responisjbior the training force structure and
manpower, you know, that's a lot of fun, that'sraeresting thing, too. But that starts at 5:00
AM, | mean just because you're not out in the figdd still get up and go for those early
briefings. But all these things have affected amal | hope I've learned a lot from them. But
I've been a very lucky person, | really have. n'tthink of doing anything else.

AL: | have one question about the campaign fingnckou said that you really were in



charge of the financing?

RN: Well, | wasn't in charge of raising the monleyt | was in charge of accounting for the
money, yes. If you want to put it that way, ye@mjntelligible word) the money, anybody
wanted money they said, go see Bob. So that wastity much, yes.

AL:  And you mentioned that Senator Muskie wasg'tdn fund raising.
RN: Oh, no, he wasn't.

AL: Hedidn'tlike to do iRN: Oh, he hated fund raising. And we heard ali@awuery time

we wanted him to do something. | remember theladgre, it's really interesting, there is a

little juxtaposition here. Berl and | were in three were with him in Florida and we had the
schedule that morning, he had to go back for thadlaster appearance. And we wanted him to
do some fund raising and I think he said somethkgg “I'm not doing goddamn fund raising,
that's why I've got you guys.” And so we stayed aratle phone calls, and we actually left on a
plane that afternoon to go back to Washington,ldradl just gotten home and turned on the
television when they had the thing about MuskMuskie was crying about his, about
whatchamacallit attacking his wife up thereManchester Union Leader. You know, sometimes

| wonder, | don't think, as | said, | think that\Wwasn't crying, but | think at the same time he was
mad, and justifiably so. And, you know, he mayééxed, he was tired, Muskie did get tired.

But that's a very tiring thing to be a candidatej gou have to learn to pace yourself, and that's
why we always tried to give him time. You know,Weuld, as | say, go for a swim no matter
where we were, California, you know, Florida, il matter, if he could in the morning. And
sometimes play golf. But we used to kid around] Bed | used to kid around saying, what are
we going to be doing if Ed wins, and Berl says, “¥eoing to be running the country because
Ed will want to be over to the Congressional GdlilLall the time.” That was said in jest, but.

He asked me, | know, | was at a meeting and hedasieswhat | wanted to do. We were sitting
around talking, and this was, | don't know, prolgadilmid-campaign still, when he was out front
pretty well. He said, “Well, what do you think®e were just talking and I think it was either
at his house or it was up on the Hill in the Hifice, and we're sitting there, five or six of us
were sitting around, Don may have been there fer tHe said, “Well,” he came to me and he
said, “well what do you want to do, you going tor@over to the White House staff?” And |
said, “l don't think so.” He said, “What do yountdo do?” | said, “I want to be ambassador to
Portugal, | can speak Portuguese from being iniBaaz that's far enough away from
Washington for me.” He got a big kick out of But that was, | think truly | would be interested
in doing something like that more than | think lwid be in a White House office.

But, you know, | don't know, you know, you got tateh yourself in Washington from getting
power mad, and I think you see this a lot of theeti And it's a really tough thing to do | think,

in the White House where you have got to be, souhgbgot to be the gatekeeper, the
president's got to have a gatekeeper to a cerégjred. Yet, he's got to be, he or she has got to
be informed as well. But at the same time, yogeeto be tough and that can be very annoying,
because you're going to run into people who areggtm be just as hard as you've got to be, and



it's a problem that you can't ever probably resolve

But I think Ed, Ed's always had a very, | thinkhea a very good staff for the most part. When |
think back of the people that were there at the tiamd some didn't last in the campaign which,
you know, may just be that a national campaigmissch bigger than a state campaign that you
needed different experiences or different taleantsl, | suppose that's true. But the people | met
there, like, | knew from the secretaries on up weh®ught all first class people. And Bob
Shepherd | thought was a good PR person, but yow kih came time to go national and they
got somebody else. And, you know, | was in theghting as well as everybody else. So you
look at it from the standpoint of the, that's thewthings happen. And it's like a lot of things, |
think sometimes mistakes are made.

It's just like in a law firm, when it comes to mak@artner, you've got people like, young people
who are in there and having worked hard and, yawkryou want to get, you've got ten
associates and you know out of that ten assoaiaigshree are ever going to make partner,
that's probably the average. Does that mean tiex seven are stupid? No, it just means that
there's one thing or another thing they may beitaglut they're very bright and they make it,
instead of big law firm, make it into a small lawni, or they get teaching law or being in the
government or being in business, there's all kofdkings to do. They can't be stupid or they
wouldn't be at the law firm in the first place besa, you know, you hire very, very good people.

And one thing that surprised about being at thad@gm was, that was a fascinating place to be
after my two years as a G.l. during the Korean w&lhen | left that place, the officers who
worked for me, | had generals working for me, thpseple were so good it was unbelievable. If
| needed something done, they'd stay all nighttd,dhey had discipline that the rest of the
government doesn't have. They saw this. In fagfyawas a major in my staff then, in 1977, is
now going to be the next chief of staff of the Arrfgur star general, Jack Keene. He's a terrific
soldier, he's a terrific man. He and his wife dotl have children, and they, what they have
done is they have, you know, taken kids in, thegalepted several disability, children with
disabilities.

There are some first rate people there, and Shiyer Mho was the chief of staff towards the
end of my gnintelligible word), he was a great guy, and Shiye told me onceay® §You

know, Bob, he said, 06 is a colonel, and he saysoDevery ten colonels, probably two are
going to make, get general officer.” He says, tRiay seven of them are qualified, or eight of
them are qualified, or maybe they're all qualified,said, it makes it very tough to pick that
general officer.” And he said, and | said, “We&lhen | see the excep-, | could see a couple of
exceptions and those guys didn't do too well oheg got to be generals and they didn't get any
more commands.

“But what | did see were people who cared about fbb, who thought about it deeply, | mean
[Edward C.] “Shy” Meyer had been at Brookings Inge and (nintelligible word) a couple

years to go over there while he was a, was coliotiéhk.” | said, “These people are bright,
they're able, they're not warmongers at all.” datf Jack Vessey, who was the, when Shy Meyer
became chief he picked Jack Vessey, who was hisomezally, who had been a deputy chief of
staff operations before which, and brought Shysia aajor general. When Jack Vessey was the



vice chief of staff, he was jumped from, | mean whkack Vessey was going to retire as a four
star field commander, commander over in EuropéhenFar East, this guy was a tanker, a
sergeant during WWII, he was one of the few thateap through the ranks, didn't go to
ROTC, didn't go to West Point, and he was knowkiad of a soldier's soldier, like Bradley,
you know. He walked around with his tunic unbuéidnhe wasn't a spit and polish guy, and
everybody loved him.

And | got to know him really well because | sat nexhim, | had Redskins tickets for twenty-
five years, and he sat, | had eight seats thereéhéocaptain, some for friends, and Berl would,
had bought them for a while off me, and others, lalwdk Jack to some games, and he loved
football, so | got to know him really well. He wasvonderful person, and when Shy Meyer
became chief of staff, you know, he was young,riteMacArthur were the youngest, both were,
he'd just turned fifty when he made chief of stafthe Army, youngest chiefs in the history of
the Army, and Shy was a surprise pick, jumped seseral other generals. He immediately
asked Jack Vessey to stay as his vice chief th@ounning part of the Army, which he did.
Getting to know people like that, | remember Jagkng places with Jack Vessey where he
would say, and he says, “If | see an officer'staking care of his men and his people and their
families, he's out of here.”

But we, none of who are warmongers, | mean, thags,ghey said, you know, “I've been
through Vietnam, this is not fun.” They said, “Wloair system is our system is, and we're going
to go if we're told to.” But | do know, and thsthe fact that he came over, Jack Vessey was
chairman of the joint chiefs during the Nicaragwalglem, | got him to come over to the law
firm and talk to the partnerships, they'd nevenseéour star general before. And he came in,
he sat there. So Harry McPherson, being the guy, lsaid, “Well what are we going to do in
Nicaragua?” to which Jack Vessey said, “Well l'olel tthe presidentufintelligible phrase),

I've told the president, we're not going into Nagura, we're not getting ourselves on another
Vietnam where we don't have the support of the Acaarpeople, we're not going to do it, as far
as I'm concerned.” And that was a very strongestant. About two weeks later it wasTiime
magazine that Vessey had told the president thataseopposed to going into Nicaragua. And
so, you know, these guys are really top-flight peogYou don't get to be a general officer if
you're, for the most part, he said, we make sonstakes,” Jack said, “but if you're stupid or if
you can't do your job. It's a tough disciplined dinyou come up through, all the way up through
there you've got to be pretty good.” And | fouhdttout.

And | said afterwards, when | left, “I'd hire angeoof these guys if | could ever get one to come
to work for me, if | had a job open.” Because tley good. And you learn alot. And | said at
my departing speech at the parade they had fof saedl, “I wish every American could have
three years in, you know, three years over in dif@mine. They'd really understand a lot more
about our country and our military, you know, themple. It really would be a good thing.” But
of course you can't. So, | wanted to tell thalelibit because that's important to say that. And
I'm still friends with them now.

| go over there in the general officer's mess nurobe, which I'm a member of in the Pentagon,
and | can over there now for the rest of my li@nce you're part of the Army family, you're
there. We have briefings, when they called us twérief us, Colin Powell did on the Desert



Storm war. And | said, “l went to a seminar doware for general officers on changes that are
now being made in the Army, which are consideraduhe, was asked to come down and put my
two cents worth in for a week, and | did that lashe. So | stay connected to these different
things, and that's kind of nice, it's kind of ntoeknow that.

AL: Thank you very much.

RN: Well, you're very welcome.

End of Interview



	Nelson, Robert oral history interview
	Recommended Citation

	MOH_386_Transcript

