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1}»’ REMALKS  of SeNATal EDMUND S MUSKIE' )
" WATERVILE VETELANS pF ForElGN WARS
Berage »o 1970

W 4
_ Etrer T red—bums abeliohedyocBe E all those mho are not members of this group)

(-‘
of which I regard myself as a memb95 I think ¥E® I ought to ma}ce it clear at the

ns
outset that this is not a political organization or a veteMganization but a
group of old fr:i.emds'.:F I regret to say that we have with us tonight some members of
el - oy

4 |
the national press. I regtét it not because I don't like them, because I do, not

because I don't appreciate their importancejbecause I do, not because I'm not glad -
-
personally to have them hereA because I axy But because the kind of relationship that
is represented by the people of this room is more personal than anything else;. =
I'm not sure that anyone looking in from the outside can fully appreciate what it
is that brings us together tonight or that staﬁ!d us down a road together a quarter
< I
of a century ago. I can't find the words to say how much I appreciate thought-

r
fulness in arranging this meeting or this presentation. I know how much they mean

€0 you and that mokes them mean all the more to me.
a great many memories which have been flooding in upon me in the last few moments
as: I've thought of what happened, what took place, the things we did a quarter

of a century ago.q?This building, for example, used to be a school. All of us,
except a few, remember that. It used to be a polling place. It used to be the
headquarters of Ward 6 democracy in the days when only two of the seven Waterville
wards could be counted upon as a friendly haven for Rémocrats in Waterville.

S0 in a very real sense this ward and ward 7 next door were the breeding grounds of
my political hopes and ambitiona?ﬁnd it wasn't an easy labor because in those da L
democracy didn't have many prospects even in this city where we did better than we
did in most places in Maine. And soja gg:;- many friends in this room tonight

with whom I was associated in the work of veterans following World War II and in
political work here in this city. I can see so0 many in this room with whom I was
pr‘vileged to work in advancing the cause of veterans. Some of you workéd v;.th me
as we tried to give birth to a new veterans organizati% Vetsg And then we

tried to bring youth o lh veterans organizations, the VFW and the American Legion.
There was a Ghrine Gorps'lﬁ?o‘in the city for a short time am.'n %m
members of that organization. Then we thought it would make sense if all of the
veterans organizations worked together and we formed a Veterans Bouncil. And as

I remember, the principle work of that group, and I can't remember any that followed,
was _Itr-llg work of bringing back to this city the bodies of those who died in World
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And I can remember the parades, funeral processions,which we orgaized, in which
we were privileged to march, w\ some of which I was privileged to lead as we
welcomed those boys back home, with the help of so many in this room.qAnd that was
@ Wany MOTIVATIONS,
important work to us. And it sprang out of, I thi two of
which I can pick out of the Zhaplain's prayer earlier this evening. First, a feeling
of pride that we and the dead had been privileged to fight for our country and for
values we thought were important to preserve. Secondly, because we saw the respon-
sibility to be of help to the needy and the afflicted. I think those are the words
the £Lhaplain read tonight and I recall them from those days years ago .gSo these
veterans organizations‘ﬁhad difficulty in org&ni*g, and enlisting and recruiting
members, nevertheleass were made up of a hard core of civic minded, patriotic, and
oompassionate men who had been privileged to fight in our country's wargand who
wanted to find a way here at home to serve the same causes and the same values.
And ss for AmVets and the Veterans of Foreign Wars , the American Legion, the Veterw
an's Council, the Marine Corps League, and then the Korean War Veterans and then the
Vietﬂam War Veterans) #Zhis is what brings you together and has kept you together
through difficult periods . We live in a time when--as the beautiful song which we
heard tonight reminded us- M patriotism is a word that seems something less
than fashionable. I'd like to say something about that. I think that ismn't really
true, €ertainly not with those of our generation.q But I don't think its true of the
young as well. What troubles them is that when we speak of patriotism we areﬁng
a word. They know what they would like thammes® patriotism to rppresant.Lnd they
believe in the same things that we did and still do in these ums.%mey'd like to
give patriotism the kind of meaning that you and I have always associated with it,
Love of country to us always meant love of what country represents for the rank and
file citizenp! Jreedom and equality and opportunity, the right to build something
better, the right to hope for something better, and the right to do something about
it. Fighting ; in a war which involvodvas we understood it,'our national
survival, was that sort of thing. When you fight a war you have a very specific way
to work for these valuea which mean: so much to a free people. It's wh?n the war
is over and ended that fighting for these things becomes more complicated and
difficult. And that's the kind of work we're about.qks I recall the days and the

€
weeks when we sought to create new veterans organizations or to st}ﬁgthen old onos.;}

A

make this a better place in which to livo):fﬁ'ofm, but even mor§ important, for those

what we were really looking for was a way to dedicate to our country's interests

and our city's interests ¥ energies and the hopes and the efforts which could
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who follow after us. And that's really what young people want as well. I tell you
that from allkhe assurance I've gained out of speaking with. and listening to‘ young
people in 45 of our 50 states in the last year and a half. "There is no reason for
any of us to be worried about the ideals of our young people.” We do need to be con=-
cerned aa‘to whether or not they will find the right way to achieve them, to work
for them and to implement them. And in this 5ensbthere is a wide gap between ouf™
generation and theirs because they havR't had the experience we've hadg éhey haven't
-
had the reason to believe that we do, that this country is on the right road. We need
to change some thingas, even directions somewhat. But above all we need to resurface,
e Rt past-

bring to the all‘the things that you and I really believed in all of these
years. And they're all wrapped up in the word patriotism, in the word country.

N . .
You know Thomas Jefferso:&ou and I often don't deal in these 5orﬁof thingsyonce said

something about it you can underatamb that I can )a.nd young people can as welll.‘

He said: "The firat object of my heart is my own country. In that is emb&d‘w
family, my fortune, §nd my own existence.'" We see it that way; everyone who has been
privileged to make a place for himeelf in this country sees it that way; those who
do not &U have a place or a promise in it see it that way because they are seek-
ing to make‘that. place.Young people really see it that way. But in a sense we've
made their problem more complicated than ours was. It was so much easier to fight in
a war like World War II where we could see the direct threat to our national exis&'ﬁcs
1 freedom‘and all the values that we hold dearly. It's not so easy to see it with
the war in South}at Asia. And 80 we must be patient because they see their challenge,
the burden and sacrifice they're requested to make from a different perspective than
we did in World War II, and some of you, World War I. It wasn't difficult for us to
answer the call., There was a clean, uplifting spirit feeling Qabout fighting
a war that threatened ouf* country directly) Mhe that young people of draft age
today have never felt, have never had reason to feel. But they really want our
country to stand for the things tha t we fought to preserve. And they'd be willing

to fig& for our country i“ln doing 3°t£h°£ thouét)they were fighting for the same

things. How then do we close this gap? How do we develop understanding and communie

cation? Well, in the same way that you and I always have. By talking 2‘220}1 other,
by listening to each other, by raising questions and discussing them and debating
them and finally coming down hard on the real values that make this country worth
fighting for. It is now, it always haﬁ’ig always wil#e.w‘l'he real challenge

¢
of an organization such as this and a people ]‘ﬁfe us is to carry into the future the



o

best of the past as we remember it. And to make clear to those who were Worn in
the present that there is a great deal in the past that's worth taking into the futufire.
It is that which gives us continuity. It is that which gives us stability. It is

that which gives 68 the sureness that we are on the right path, the path of creating
-

a society in which people are fregifrae to grow, free to make the most of the best
that is in them, free to surmount their shortcomings and their weaknesses, free to
deal with evil in the interest of prom@ting what is good, not only for oursgelves

but for everyone else in our country. And if we could just understfAdbhat this is

~

really all about is creating a country in which everyone can have a plﬁE?‘Ehplace

of hope, a place to work , a place to build, a place to raise children, a place

=

to make something better for them thafjy we have kno Ahat is what this country is

aboutg Bhat's what our children want. Pray to God wemt that is what their children
et ¢
will have one day. If we can keep alive those values that brought this group

together in the first place more than a quarter of a century agq'z’those values
which bring you here tonight. I can't think of anything that is moving for me

than to have old friends sayt "Ed, will you come back and give us a chance to
0 . ’
et

honor you?" This little card which you've given m;-meana much more than it

o

says. It means you haven't forgotten me. May I say I have never forgotten you.
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