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HOH BLACK AMERICANS RATE THEIR LEADERSJ ORGANIZATIONS 

•. ·_ -� -
By Louis Harris 

, ,. 

· The roster of black organizations and black leaders held in most respect by the rank and
file of blacks in the United States has not undergone drastic change in the past few years.
Topping the list today are the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People 
and the Southern Christian Leadership Conference among national groups, and, among indivi-
duals, Ralph Abernathy and Charles Evers. 

Nonetheless, it is noteworthy that a black woman, Rep, Shirley Chisholm of New York, ranks 

among the leaders, ahead of sport stars such as f•iuharrmed Ali and Kare;em Jabbar. And 
another elected office holder, Sen. Edward Brooke of H:i.ssachusetts, is also held in high
regard. The narr.es of both have figured in 1972 political speculations.

Recently, a special Harris Survey asked a cross section of 1203 blacks across the country:.

11 I'd like to read you a list of some black leaders and organizations. For each, tell me
·, if you res-pect them a great deal, some but not a great deal, or hardly at all. 11 
• {READ LIST)

RESPECT FOR BLACK LEADERS BY BLACKS 

, 'j[ Orea t '. 's'orr.e-!1ot 
Deal 

� 

.NAACP ' 73
Southern Christian Leadership Conf.65 
Ralph Abernathy 60 

59 • Charles Evers
Roy Wilkins 58 
Carl Stokes 56 
Urban League 52. 
Justice Thurgood Marshall 51 
Rep. Shirley Chisholm 50. 
Jessie Jackson 47 
Sen. Edward Brooke 47 
Muharnr.:ed Ali .47 
Kareem Jabbar 45 

• ·CORE 43 
A. Phillip Randolph 37, 
Angela Davis 35 
Eldridge Cleaver 'ZT 
Stokely Car:nichael 26 
Eli Jah Hoham;ned_ . 24
Black Panthers 23 

• Bobby Seale 21 

Great Deal 
% 

18 
22 
25 
20 
21 
19 
21 
16 
16 
23 
20 
23 
21 
23 
14 
21 
20 
23 
23
25 
18 

.i-fardly 
Any 

. % 
< C 

4 
4
7
� 
� 
6 
4 
5
9

15 
7 
7 
7 

14 
16 
23 
22 
32 
18 

lfoi:: 

Sure 
�

5 
9 
8 

18 
15 

. 20 
21 
27 
30 
25 
24 
15 
27 
'ZT 
42 
30 
37
28 
31 
20 
43 

The order obtained in this last sur·,ey roughly parallels that from an earlier study of 
blacks.in 1970. For exanple, the NAACP led the list then, cited by 75 percent, followed 
by the SCLC, the organization founded by Martin Luther.Kinb, at 73 percent. 
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