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Transcript

MarisB: Could you please state your name and spell it?

Alice Nute: My first, my whole name? A-L-I-C-E G. N-U-T-E.

MB: Thank you. Where and when were you born arstd®

AN: | was born in Houlton, Maine, July 25th, 1915.

MB: How would you describe Houlton, Maine as a tawren you were growing up?

AN: It was a wonderful town, it was just great. Tingt years | spent in school in Davidson, it
was Township 2 Range 6, and my grandfather hadhidbg township in 1901. And my father
was a forester and he worked . . . My grandfatvees a lumberman and my father was a forester
and he worked in the lumbering part, and my unaleked sort of as managing, office manager.
And we went to school through the seventh gradled then for the eighth grade we went up to
my grandparents’ home in Houlton, so that we wdzlde a year before we went in to high
school with other children. And, Houlton was worfdk and | loved it and | didn’t ever want to
leave it.

MB: Was it a small town?

AN: Yes. Oh, | don’t know how many thousand but pobbably, maybe twenty thousand. |
don’t know, that’s a guess. But it was a smallriow

MB: Now you said your father was a forestry ...?

AN: Yes, he worked for the state for the last, | &now, forty or fifty years of his life
probably. But he, the state was divided into fsges think three forestry districts. And he had
all of Aroostook County, from the east provinceNgw Brunswick to the west, to Quebec. And
he had the whole territory. This was unorganizedts that he had. And he did that, he was a
supervisor and he did that for oh, well, until béred in 1958 or around there.

MB: What were your parents’ names?

AN: Rex Gilpatrick, and his wife was Louisa Watkingp@trick.

MB: Did you have any brothers and sisters?

AN: Yes, | had five brothers and sisters. Threehenstand two sisters, but only one brother
and | grew up to be adults. The others died whenvware children.



MB: What was your family’s financial situation whgou were growing up?

AN: Well, | had plenty, due to my grandfather’s besis But in the ‘30s, well we had, in
Davidson, we had a wonderful dairy farm and it \'eage. My grandfather became interested in
the dairy, in having the dairy to provide butteilkinand everything for the lumber camps. And
he had, he was well known for the way he treatedodople in the lumber camps so that he
never had any problem getting help, you know. Aadwell he just had it all, with his
grandfather before, his father before him had dtste the same work. And so we had plenty
when we were growing up. But in the ‘30s everyghivas gone just about, and the farm, the
township was sold to, actually friends of my gratdér’'s bought it. And my brother was
starting MIT. He had to leave; he couldn’t finist he got degrees. He just seemed to be
interested, | guess he was a professional at gedtigrees from this place and that. And | went
to, because | was going to Mt. Holyoke, but | cottld So | went to college, to junior college, in
Portland, Ricker Junior College. And then | camée state library and my parents moved
down here because my father was in the office ®@Rbrestry Department in the winters. And
he was up in the Allagash all, and marte-- sounds like Umsaskis) Lake and, you know, from
spring, early spring until late fall, and the resthe time in the office here in the Forestry
Department.

And | came to the state library in 1942 as an appre. And in those days they took one or two
persons as apprentices, and if they liked you,dmigthey liked your work, you were
sometimes kept on. And, because | think | haddmastage because | worked in the Houlton
library, the Kerry Library in Houlton before | carhere. So, you know, it was maybe easier for
me than it might be if you just came to it coldndAEdith Hary had been an apprentice the year
before | came; she’s much younger than |, six eesg/ears younger. But she had finished her
apprentice course and we became close friends @neln, worked there. | think in 1950 | went
into the law section. Edith was in the law sectidthe library, and they asked me if I'd like to
go, you know, be in that part of the library, whicas from then on. And I've lived here ever
since.

MB: When you were younger, what were your parerabtipal and religious views? Were
they involved?

AN: Well, my mother had been a Democrat becaused@h$asco people were firm
Democrats. But my father’s people were Republicaisd they weren’t staunch, | know they
voted otherwise sometimes. But my mother was adveapemocrat and | was. When | first
went to register to vote, my father went with meywed me to register. He had no idea, and so
when they asked me what my affiliation was | saibk an independent. And he was shocked
and he said, “Well, you're a goddamned indepentiang he walked out. But he never minded
and after that, by the time, oh, | think even imyGLouis] Brann was the first that | remember
Democratic governor. And | think my father maylméed Democratic then. He certainly did
when Muskie was governor.

MB: What made you decide to declare independent?



AN: Just because | didn’t, not because | knew thathnabout it, but | just didn’t want to be
what | was told to be probably, you know. Butd dome to believe in, and | certainly do
believe in that way.

DN: Could I drop back and ask a couple of questi8hise? First, what was your brother’s
name?

AN: It was Ora.

DN: Ora, O-R-A?

AN: O-R-A, Ora Rex Gilpatrick.
DN: And what was his profession?

AN: Well, he, | don’'t know that you could say he wedk He tried, because he learned to fly
when there was still opportunity. There used ta et of barn stormers around back in the
early ‘30s, 1930. And he loved flying and maderids with them, and he learned to fly. And
he got his license when he was in school, in celiagMassachusetts. And, so when the war
came along he thought that he would, you knowseahd he could certainly get in the pilot.
Well, he couldn’t. He had, I think it was his eybat he was deaf, partially deaf in one ear, and
he didn’t get anywhere. He went to Canada andghiotihey would take him there anyway, but
they wouldn’t. And so he went in the Red Cross la@dvas overseas with the Red Cross. And
when the war ended he worked for the displacedperd don’t know what the official name
was, and, for awhile. And then he, | don’t rementimv he happened to go with Corps of
Engineers but he did. And he was in North Africaduite a long time. And then from there he
was back in New York briefly, and | don’t know whs did when he was in New York. But
then he went with the Corps of Engineers againree@and. And while he was in Greenland
the Americans could do whatever they wanted to etaking medicines and things. And the
Danish people there were required to take mediogoause of the danger of TB and that sort of
thing, lack of sun and everything. Well, he didartd he developed TB. And so after two years
there he had to come home and he had one lung eBmand then he was never well
afterwards but he kept going and he kept going,hemkiept taking courses, you know, going to
colleges here and there, and he died about twesagsyago.

DN: And was your grandfather’s lumbering operatiathim Davidson township?

AN: Well, it was, he bought Township 2 Range 6 in119The whole township | think was
twenty-five thousand acres. He had a lot of lunmgeinterests in New Brunswick, down near
the (hame) and he had a lot. He, as well as the lumberinidy, the dairy he became so interested
in the dairy farm that he, the cattle were taketh&oSpringfield exhibition. | have a silver
pitcher, great big beautiful silver pitcher thaeasf the cows won. And he, they also went to
Philadelphia; there was some sort of an exhibiti@me, and in Richmond, Virginia, those three
places. And they, you know, it was thrilling. Hheaded them all in the train. He was also a
director of the B & A Railroad and he was a trusié&niversity of Maine, too. But ...



DN: And in the Depression the market dropped sq thake it, he lost a great amount ...

AN: He lost everything, everything. And he was, legldn about 1931 but already | think that
the rest of the family knew that, you know, evenythwas going to be gone, and so it was.
They had a wonderful, where | grew up in Houltohgw we were in Houlton, wonderful big
house, just beautiful. And all of those things bado. My grandmother, they told my
grandmother that she could, the bank holiday.inktivhen that came it made everything, you
know, you knew the end was there. And they, thwyéas told her that she could claim this and
claim that, but she didn’t want to claim anythisg,she didn’t. | think she had probably two or
three thousand dollars and that was all that wias And of course the house was sold, she sold
the house. But it was in a way | think to they@s good. It's good sometimes when these
things happen to you because you appreciate magbe timan you did before.

DN: Now, your father went to work for the state when

AN: Well, he worked summers. When he was, when ragdfather had the lumbering
operations, my father worked winters in that andolved it, fall and winter. But in the summer
he did warden service. We were right at the féddilb Katahdin, looked right out, 2 Range 6
looks right out on Katahdin. | think we’re fifte@niles from the foot of it. And he worked
summers doing that and then the winter for my gfia@hér. But he started working right around
1932, ‘31 or ‘32, for the state, and he had doraugh in the past so that he, you know, was
given the job of supervisor | think about 1933 4r °

DN: And when did he go to work up on the Allagash?

AN: Well, when he first became supervisor, and he tieat was his part, and he, for awhile he
had his headquarters in Fort Kent. And then the&e so much work, | mean so much activity
down, that he went, he stayed at, he built a canipresaskis and, so that my mother could go
up summers and stay at Umsaskis. Well, she weabapt as early as he, not quite. When the
geese began to go over, in March or April, he bdgaget his things out and you could see them.
He wouldn’t be able to go for a few weeks but bd his things ready ahead of time. And my
mother would go and stay with him. And | used eougp when | had vacations from the library.
It's wonderful country. Are you familiar with it a@ll?

DN: Oh, yes. Now is this the forestry camp that washe bluff or the one over in the cove on
Umsaskis? There used to be one that was ...

AN: Well the fish and game warden’s camp was atabedf Umsa-, near the foot. It was
around the corner from Rex’s, from my father’s canijpe, my father’s, and then built a small
camp and thersfunds like: Willy or William) Bridgey, Bridgey was the warden for that section.
And they had a large, because they stayed thgnidgey would trap all winter and then work
for the state, you know, as a warden in the sumrAed they had a lovely big cottage. But my
father didn’t need anything like that. And theteaive left, | say we, after my father, before my
father left, but maybe he had retired anyway, thierhational Paper built a big lodge just
beyond. And my father went up every, after my reotiied, he couldn’t, he never did adjust.
And, but he always went up to Umsaskis.



And the people, he was a character | think beceass/one did anything that wasn't right, he
booted them out. And this is ilirfintelligible word) anyone working, and | think that he was
probably hard on people, you know. | know one perthat was well-known and he took canoes
and things, and my father knew it and he told rorget out. He tried to make trouble for my
father but he didn’'t get anywhere with it.

But he went up every summer. And one, back | gitegas in 1973 or ‘70, no, it must have
been ‘69 that he went up from here, he was awtulyl going up. And it was two hundred and
fifty miles, or seventy-five miles from here to Uaskis going through, up through the ... Well
he went to Jackman up that road, | can’t thinkhefhname. But anyway, he went up that
highway and then back into Maine. And, you kndvattwas going up through Jackman and
then back into Maine. And he, when he got intodép . . . | know he stopped along the way
because some of the people that he had knownuo$ede wasn't attached to the forestry then,
and, but he’d stop and call on Lionel, can’t thofkis last name; and some of the other ones
that had worked under him. And they all liked Hithink. And when he got into camp he met
some of the International Paper people and thegdakkm if he’d like to go down the river the
next day with them. And of course he loved thand the next morning that he, he didn’t
appear and they thought, well, you know, that pbbphe’d decided not to, he’d looked tired or
something. And they’d also asked him to come awel have supper that night, so the next
night he didn’'t appear and they went to investigdtéell, he was, they found him in the cabin
but he was unconscious. And he had a gas reft@esad he, they think that he, they found
him, he hadn’t taken his jacket off or anything &medd just laid down on the bed. And they
think he was tired and didn’t bother. He was agame for fresh air, and they think that he
hadn’t opened the windows of anything.

So anyway they, the forestry had him flown out tedgue Isle and called us and we went up.
And the doctor said that it was, you know, thahhd poisoning from the gas. And they told me
that he would probably recover, but they said tegamight have some brain damage. And, but
he seemed himself and he came home. And he wouié over to the State House every day to
have coffee with me, and one day he met me alomgttieet and he stopped and he told me he
couldn’t remember where he lived. Well, that fteghed me, but, and from then on he went
downhill, you know, just in his memory. And it wasst like Alzheimer’s, but | think it was
brought on, and the doctors thought it was probabdyight on from the gas problem. He lived
with us for three years and then he had a strolléhad to go to the hospital. And he was in a
nursing home a while, and he lived about threesyatier that. But he always knew us, of
course, he’d, he would, well, it was difficult. &it was good when he went, just because he, it
was so funny, he would tell me every day in thepitasthat my mother had been there the
whole forenoon. And | thought that was wonderhatthe believed that. Anyway, that was ...

DN: So he was involved in the Allagash long befoleecame a state waterway.
AN: Oh yes, yes, and we had to sell it or, you kngiwe it back to the, no we sold it | think,

not for very much. But it was a wonderful campdese whatever he did, he did to last, you
know, everything was double.



DN: So this was his camp on, | assume, at that fifniand.

AN: Yes, that's right. He paid, | think he had, tlyggwe him, they liked him. He fought all of
the timber companies all his life but they all tkieim. It wasn’t ugly fighting, it was just, you
know, being against the whole . .. | can rememiden | was a child he was on, you know, on
who their . .. During WWII | remember they wouttley were permitted to go up and cut
timber, and they cut everything regardless of wéetihcould be used or not, and left it; took
what was good. And that started, it was the beggaf his being so anti-lumbering. But we
always, it’s funny, in spite of that he kept upotar relationship with, | think he gave the Forestry
Department a hard time sometimes, but my, judttimnk they liked him. Austin | think did in

a way.

DN: Did he talk much about his relationship withheitthe paper company people or with the
commissioner of forestry?

AN: Oh yes, Austin was commissioner for a long tiges, and, oh, he was friendly with all of
them. And Earl Crabb, | don’t know whether you rekieew him. He was a pilot for years and
he and my father were very close friends. And hs with the Seven Islands. Johnny Sinclair
was one of my father’'s wardens when he was youdd aemember he and, | can’t think of his
wife’s name, but they lived at Shdme-- Palmfield ??) when, oh, when | was young. And |
visited them once or twice there. But my fatheswary fond of old John, he came from Fort
Kent | think. And | know, | remember he was tledlwhen he was made part of the Seven
Islands. And, who was the man he was very clasads with? Bradford, in Bangor, Grover,
no, was it Grover Bradford? And they were goodrfds forever. And he was also with George
Faulkner. | don’t know, he was, George Faulknes @dorest supervisor for the, for postal area,
for, oh, | can’'t remember what area but he wasagdrike three or four forest supervisors. And
he was a wonderful person; he was a great friemdyofather’'s. When my father was sick,
George wrote to him. | always remember that hayae a wonderful person and full of it. And
he wrote to my father and he said all of his bagiteahe said, “Dear Rex, all of my bad habits
are just happy memories.” But, and Mr. Stubbs,dro8tubbs, had | think part of what was my
father’s territory. It was south anyway; it inckaiprobably, well | can’t think. My father’s
came down as far as Island Falls and west. Ahahkithat Mr. Stubbs would have been south
of there, maybe Franklin County. | don’t know etkabut ...

DN: Cover Patton and that area?

AN: No, it wouldn’t, Mr. Stubbs wouldn’t. But my fta¢r would have covered Patton. Yes, and
| think Hack (Tinguay??---sounds likeme), | don’t know what his real name was, maybe
Harry. But | think he had territory somewhere hpre, maybe that adjoined my father’s in
Island Falls. My father’s went south to Islandi&allt didn’t come, well, there was only a
township or two south of that before you got inemBbscot County.

DN: But it was part of, your father’s territory incled part of Piscataquis County, because
Umsaskis is right there.

AN: Yes, just barely, yes. A little bit but not vamyuch | think. | should have that. Do you



have that book The Length and Breadth of Maine

DN: Yes. And do you know who gave it to me?
AN: Who?
DN: Alice and Tom Nute.

AN: Did I? Isn’t that great? You can get a lotrfbrmation from it. | use it even now, you
know, | use it often.

DN: One other question, Alice; your mother’'s homaswhe from Houlton?

AN: No, she came from South Casco and she, her fatmera great one for education. And |
remember letters, he died long before | was banh| know letters from him that, to her, telling
her she must get a firm foundation in Latin andeBreAnd | thought, nobody would think of
Greek certainly now in high school. She went tm&on Academy and then she went to Bates.
And she went, her first year, she graduated ir6 ¥8im Bates, and she went and taught at
Guilford her first year. Well, she wanted to chenghe didn’'t want to stay. She liked the
people and all but she wanted something differémd she wanted to teach Latin and probably
Greek.

And her principal or supervisor, | mean superingricht Guilford told her that there was an
opening in Houlton, they wanted a Latin and Englesdcher. So she applied and went, and she
met my father there. She never went, we went susimaybe for a week or two to South
Casco. But when we came back down here in the 13@san in the ‘40s, this would be the
‘40s, she went over a lot. And her brother, alhef family were gone except her brother. And
he was, | guess I told you he was always deafgdeno hearing. | think he had scarlet fever
when he was a child, baby. And he was a wonde#dtdon, just wonderful. And he had that
big, it was a tremendous house, | showed you mstof it, and it was just tremendous. And so
she went over there a lot and, except in the sumwvhen she went to Umsaskis. But she never,
ever missed a Bates reunion, she always went. shadad three friends and they always met
and visited, you know, in the summer. | think tlvegre all maybe from out of state. Maybe one
was from southern York County.

But my father went and my father was elegant wherybu know, went to things. He was tops
and she, they met and the last few years that slsealive, she had cancer, so she went to a
couple of the reunions. But the last reunion shddn’t go, and they all came here. | mean,
these three friends and their husbands, which exadyl for her. But she was a wonderful
person, just everyone would say that often. Shewmaisual.

DN: What was her full name and her maiden name?

AN: Louisa Alcott, which she always used, Louisa Alé@atkins.

DN: Now, if | remember correctly, South Casco is rehidathaniel Hawthorne used to go.



AN: That's right, that’s right. And some of the deéd the, the property is mine now over
there, all of it, there’s fifteen acres and the bagise and the little house. And the little house,
the Clarke, we always called it the Clarke cabiis a house, but it, the deed, the Mannings,
Nathaniel Hawthorne’s mother was Elizabeth ManniAgd the deeds to some of the property,
some of the deeds that | have are from the Manrangscompany to my grandfather or great-
great grandfather, | can’t remember which. Ans wonderful property and wonderful trees,
pine trees, a grove of pine trees just beyongoulfwere going towards Bridgton, they’re next to
the cemetery on your left as you go up, and theywaderful and | have all of it. My uncle
deeded it to me long before he died.

And | had it nine years ago put into a conservatiasement so it can never be, you know,
nothing can be done to it. And the property onfélieside from the 302 joins the Migis Lodge,
which is a protection for Migas to have that prayperAnd yet the trails and things on it can be,
people can use those but they can’t, nothing casubeand nothing can be destroyed. | have a
friend who is a forester and he takes care of tngms know, if they have to come down. And |
keep in touch with it, it's the Loon Echo Trust tialds the deed. And you probably know you
can’t break it, it's part of the court records soan’t be broken. And | thought it would protect
the people around there. They all worried, theught | would sell it because | had, well, | had
people in New Hampshire that wanted to buy it foniai-mall. And then someone local over
there, in Naples | think, wanted it for a sand yit) know, they thought it would be good for
that. And I still get requests from out-of-staeople that want it.

So, and the people that lived right opposite, ittle house, the Clarke cabin, they worried a lot,

| know. | gave them a piece of property and, beytwere so good to my uncle and by being
good to him, to me, you know, they would call manifything, if | needed to come. And

working as | did, it was difficult to just go if #y called, and so they were so helpful to me. And
the children, their children were, | found all kendf notes from the children to my uncle asking
him to come down for supper. And they were all denful to him. So | have fixed it in my

deed that Barbara, one of the daughters, will lav8he lives in the big house now, and so she
can have it eventually. And so | feel the propé&stiaken care of.

MB: Did your mother realize her dream of being @ltea and teach Latin and Greek?

AN: Yes, she did.

MB: Where? What school?

AN: In Houlton High School. | don’t know whether daeight Greek, | can’t remember that. |
remember her father telling her to have a firm ftation in that, but | know she taught Latin and
English in Houlton High School.

MB: While you were a student, or ...?

AN: No, this was, after she was married. Why, yoovkrshe had six children. And also we
lived winters in Davidson, we lived in the woodstespeak.



MB: What kind of student were you in high school2zrélyou a good student in high school?
Did you, were you successful?

AN: Well, | was always amazed that | made the hoolbbecause | never thought I quite did,
myself, | didn’t think it. But | did all right.

MB: Did you have any inspirational or influentiahtders that helped you decide what you
thought you might want to do with your life?

AN: No, I don’'t remember that | did. | loved the kech teacher, Madame Riggs was a
wonderful teacher. And Mrs. Howe taught Latin atldought she was wonderful. | liked both
of them very much. | think I liked all of my teaas, but | don't ...

MB: Why did you decide to go to Mt. Holyoke?

AN: Well, | decided because friends of my grandfashesed to come up summers to Shin
Pond, and they had two daughters that I, the yautaeghter | played with a lot. And the two
daughters went to Mt. Holyoke and | thought that thas the place for me. | don’t know why.
Just for that reason | suppose.

MB: What did you plan to study there?

AN: | have no idea, | don’t remember. | don’'t kndwattl knew myself at that time.

MB: What were your interests? What activities @amizations were you involved with?
AN: Well, | think the library was the thing, booké/e read a lot.

MB: Did you make a lot of lasting friendships whjleu were in ...?

AN: Oh, in high school, yes. | had, | just abouethweeks ago, I've kept in touch with some
by telephone and by letters. Not often, but nod #aen. And Lib Putnam and, the Putnam’s
lived next door to us and Albert angh(ne) Putnam were like brothers and sisters to me.y The
lived next door to us in Houlton and their paremése like second father and mother to me.
And the Putnams were a large family in Houlton.dAwe kept in touch, all of, Aunt Molly and
Uncle Fred Putnam, all their family have gone exd¢egir grandchildren are alive. But the ones
that | knew are gone. But then they had cousiisPlutnam, and Albert Putnam married a
Madigan, (the Madigans were an old family in Hoo}tanarried Lee Madigan.

Well, about three weeks ago the door bell ranglameht down and there were two women. |
thought at first they might be, they didn’t havédIBs but quite often we get people, you know,
that come by, | think Jehovah’s Witnesses. Vecgmeople. But | was, and | was looking
because | thought two women, it probably is a relig thing. So | opened the door to welcome
them. And they, one of them said, “We’re lookiing Alice.” And | said, “Here | am.” Well, it
was Lib Putnam and Lee Madigan, now, Lee Putnam rdwl keep in touch in a way and we



corresponded, not regularly, but twice a year pobbaAnd they’ve telephoned me now and
then. But so many of my generation are gone. dmmaefter all, I'm eighty-three, so one doesn’t
have that many left.

MB: Were your parents religious?
AN: No. They were Unitarians.
MB: Are you a religious person yourself?

AN: Well, when | go to church it's a Unitarian. Incgo to any church. | enjoy going to the
Catholic church.

MB: What did you plan to do after college when yoadgated?

AN: Well, the library, because | worked in the lityrat Ricker when | went to, Ricker Junior
College it was when | went there, and then | Qh, | didn’t tell you -- | thought to be a nurse
because | couldn’t, you know, | didn’t have anyt gifid | didn’t know what to do. We didn’t
have any, when we stopped having any means, | bidwgpuld be a nurse. And my doctor in
Houlton had said he could get me in at the, cédirikt of the hospital in Boston outside, Newton,
Newton Hospital outside of Boston. And he did, and went thinking | could. | hated the idea
of being a nurse but | thought | could, you knofnd we had had some sickness in the family,
so | wasn’t unused to illness. And | stayed thioag probationary term and the head of nurses,
| was shocked because they, the girls, the studeses would joke, you know, about the cases.
Well, that was the only way | suppose you couldhidd | was shocked by it. And | was not
frightened but | was concerned all the time. Yaow, and I'd probably take three times as long
to make the bed as there was any need of. Anthyfithee superintendent of nurses, she had a
horrible name, Miss Hoptettler or something likattlshe called me in. And she told me that all
the patience in the world wouldn’t make me a goorse because she thought | had lots of
patience. And she thought that it would be widedifin’t stay on, and | thought that was
probably right, so | didn’t. | went back home amadrked in the library in Houlton until | came
down here.

MB: When did you meet Floyd? Tom?

AN: Tom to us. Well, working at the state libraryddre was working for the Associated Press.
That was in, he was just out of the Army. He wethe Army. He enlisted in 1941 and he got
out in 19-, in the fall of ‘45. And it was, | ddrknow whether it was the next year or ‘47 maybe
that he came up to Augusta. And | think he worgely during the legislature; no, | guess he
worked year-round for them for about two yearskh Anyway, he, | met him. He used to
come in the library for books and all. And I juistion’t know, got talking and chatting and
that's the way it was.

End of Sde One
Sde Two



MB: So you and Floyd met while you were workinghe tibrary. What year did you go from
the Houlton library to start working in the statarary?

AN: Oh, I didn’t. 1 went, | worked for the, what waisOffice of Pric-, OPA I think it was, here
when | came to Augusta. | didn’'t have a job harevie came down because my father’s work
was here and we had to move; we had to leave ¢thiedhise in Houlton. And | didn’t get a job
immediately but | did soon after, working nightsydérked something like nine o’clock at night
until two in the morning, something like that ftetOP-, OPA was it?

DN: OPA then. What year was that, Alice?

AN: That must have been in 1939 or ‘40. | think itsmthave been, I'm not ...

DN: Forty, yeah.

AN: Nineteen forty probably, and, yes it must haverb&940. And then in the fall of ‘42 |
went to the state library.

MB: Why did you change and go to the state libravyas that, is that what you wanted to do?
AN: Oh, I wanted, | had my name in to be. And | Wlasr something when, the first opening
they had. And Mrs. Stubbs was the, she was a gddiprarian then, and she was anxious in a
way to have me come. And the next year she caljaéh and I, and that's when | went and
started there. And | stayed there until | retii@dl978 | retired.

MB: What were your duties at the OPA? What wasjtialike?

AN: Oh, it was filing. It was just a clerk, you knpelerk’s job, filing. | remember when | first
went with the state library | got fifteen dollarsvaek and it seemed wonderful. It was a
tremendous salary.

DN: Quick question, was Mrs. Stubbs at the libratated to Robert Stubbs?

AN: Oh, his wife. | mean, yes, his wife, yeah.

DN: So she knew your family.

AN: Oh yes, yeah. She was a wonderful person.

MB: When you met Floyd, what was his job at the #in\&as he already a newsman?

AN: Yes, he wanted to be evidently. He did worksdme in Portland but | don’t know for
whom or for what. But anyway, he came as the Al the Associated Press and | think that it
was, yes, he worked for them I'm sure. When hat iame to Augusta he was doing that,

working for the Associated Press. And then aftdgn’t know what year he worked. He was
first a stringer for the, not then, | think that shhhave been in the ‘50s, in the early ‘50s, ‘49 or



‘50, for theBoston-, he did for the United Press, must have beenardfs after the, the
Associated Press. | don’'t know whether he workedHem one year or more, and then he
worked for the United Press. And, he was a strifigrethe United Press for a while before, then
he did it full-time | think. Funny, I'm kind of mied up on that. And he wrote a column for the
Boston Herald, a weekly column. And it was tlBoston Herald as it used to be, not as it is now.
| like to emphasize that.

MB: What did théBoston Herald used to be like?

AN: It would be like thBoston Globe now. They’ve just changed places, wouldn’t yomkh
that, Don?

DN: Yes.

MB: What was Tom’s educational background?

AN: Well, he went to high school, Deering High SchawolPortland, and he went to Duke
University. | guess that was, | think he did sdmreg the year he got out of the Army in ‘46
maybe. He stayed in New York and went to someadhd\New York; | don’t know what it was
but he did something.

MB: When did he join, when was he in the Army?

AN: He went in, | think he went in, he enlisted tlag @fter Pearl Harbor but | think he wasn’t
really in until January 8; it was something likath Pearl Harbor was December 9th or 7th |
guess, and | think that he was in the Army thend fost of his, he was in, until he was . . . It's
funny, | was looking at some of the things in ofdis papers the other day and | think he got
out in September of 1998i¢ 1945]. It was at the end of the war ...

DN: Forty-five.

AN: Forty-five, forty-five, and then he came up hgoen after that.

DN: Where did Tom serve during the war?

AN: Almost all of it was in, down in the Caribbeardahat way. He was on submarine watch
most of the time on some of those little islandsd | think that was the better part of his
service was there. | remember his telling me tthad,was when | first knew him, that if you
complained, your choice, if you complained abouhdyehere, because | think a lot of them did,
you went to fame) Newfoundland. So nobody complained.

MB: When were you guys married?

AN: We married in ‘49.

MB: At that point, was he writing his column, “Thtat& House Report” yet, or was that much



later?

AN: He was working, | don’t know whether he was wogkior the Associated Press or the
United Press then, one or the other but | don'temitmer which. | think United Press. Oh, |
don’t know, | can’t remember. One or the other.

MB: Did he know many legislators at the State Hdabsaugh this ...?

AN: Oh, yes, you, yes, you know, | think they goktow him.

MB: Did he have a good relationship with most ofiRe

AN: 1 think so.

MB: Were any of them close friends to you, or wasastly a professional relationship?

AN: 1 think it was mostly professional. | think ydidn’'t get too close. | mean you were
friends with all of them, but | don’t remember ...

MB: And when did you guys decide to move into tlosge? Where did you decide to live
once you were married?

AN: We lived, we were living at 128 State Street,chhs a wonderful house. You remember
it, Don, don’t you? Because you used to come, Wiewas thinking about running for, when
you were trying to encourage him to run, you usech¢et, or some of the people did at our
house on State Street, the third floor. And Edeanfew times, and Paul Fullam and there was
someone else from Waterville ...

DN: That would have been Dick McMahon.

AN: Yes, that's right. And did Frank [Coffin]? Flaname once because | remember he came
early once and we didn’t, we couldn’t get in. dinft have my key or something. And he
boosted me up so | could get through the ventilator

DN: The transom?

AN: Yeah, it was very funny. But, met quite a numbieimes there. And that house used to
belong, didn’'t belong to the Tudor Gardiners, Ihaytlived in it. | think they maybe rented it or
something and it must have been when Tudor Garemasr before he was governor. But in that
time before he was governor they lived there. Bmnursery was on the top floor that we
rented, that we had, and all around were thes$e tithrks on the doors. By the edge of the
doors, there’'d be a little pencil mark, and theyeuwte marks of the children as, their height as
they were growing up. And we never, we had a wothahcleaned for us sometimes and we
always cautioned her never to remove those marks.

MB: How involved were you guys on the social andtjpall scene at that time? You seem to



know ...

AN: Oh, we went to many, we went to all of the thirggpecially when Muskie was running.
We went all over the, following, because Tom wadsrested, you know, for his, he wrote a
column for the weekly newspapers and he had guitengber of them that he wrote columns for.
So we went and followed all, way up into, | camesber going to Ellsworth to some of the
meetings, going all over the ...

DN: You traveled with Tom quite a bit back then.

AN: Yes, and, well it was wonderful and it was timdj really. And, but | think that, |
remember that Tom would be in Portland and on laig back, weren’t you at a station, a radio
station or something?

DN: WLAM in Lewiston.

AN: Lewiston; and Tom would come home with [you]. tHeught you were wonderful and,
you were then, | think you must have been whatgbMuskie to run, weren't you?

DN: Well I, no, actually | was pushing Frank firstrun and then to get involved in the party.
And the effort to get Ed to run came, that depengsrt on time, but the effort to get Ed to run
came in the spring of 1954 when there was onlyasm®unced candidate for the major offices.
That was Jim Oliver, who was running for the foltrict. And all of the other seats, the second
district, the third district, governor and senat@re empty. We had no candidates. But it was
about then, and actually | was still at the radid gelevision station then.

AN: Well, | think Tom used to stop in to see you hessahe was full of you, | remember; |
mean talking, you know. He thought you were gegajetting things going. He always thought
that, you know, for the party.

DN: Well, it's nice to know that he felt that way.

AN: Well those were exciting times, weren't theyfemember going, yes, | remember when
John Kennedy was senator he came up. And wasModskie that he came down at Rockland
at the, what was that hotel?

DN: The Samoset. Not ...

AN: Samoset.

DN: ... was it the Samoset?

AN: Yes, and | remember he came. We went to it. yYodwere there, weren’t you?

DN: Yup.



AN: And, the only time | ever saw John Kennedy.

DN: That would have been, | think, around 1958.

AN: Itwas. Then that was after Muskie was governor.

DN: Well, he was still governor but he was runniagthe Senate.

AN: Oh, when he was running for the Senate. | reneembing all over the state, and |
remember a fellow that had been in Korea. He wa@asctor, Dr., oh, ...

DN: Dr. Pfeiffer?

AN: No. He wrote MASH. The doctor, | mean.

DN: Oh, oh, I know who you mean.

AN: You know who | mean, down in Waldoboranintelligible phrase).
DN: And he later moved to Waterville.

AN: Yes. He kept the place down in, we saw a Idtiof. And he was, we thought he was
going to be a Democrat but he didn’t. He was flastopposite. Dick, oh, isn’t that, | knew his
wife very well because she worked, while he walkaorea. That was where he was, in Korea.
While he was in Korea she came to the state libmad/worked for two or three years. Oh, what
was his name?

DN: | can’t remember either.

AN: Well, ...

DN: It's a bit of trivia for you.

AN: Oh, I shouldn’t be talking about other things.

MB: What was your relationship with the various dedpat you went to these meetings all
over the state with? The different, like, Frankf@oand Paul Fullam?

AN: Well, | think Frank was a friend, and we just weilom was just interested in covering the
things, you know, it gave him copy. He went figalb work for the United Press here in
Augusta and he covered the elections and when Muwsks elected. | remember that night so
well because he couldn’t, he had to cover it from $tate House. And | went up to help him,
you know, with phone calls and everything. Andafes just, well we couldn’t, we thought he
was going to, he was calling in the report to jesibformation came in, Tom had to call it in. |
don’t remember too much about it, but | remember frostrated that he couldn't just listen and
not have to make telephone calls.



DN: That was a one-person bureau at that time.

AN: That's right, yes, just one person and he didHé& was a wonderful man, and Harry van
der -something in Portland, that ran the Maine &thPress office. And then, what did he do
after that? Well, | can’t remember.

DN: You might comment on some of the other repontdrs were at the State House that you
got to know.

AN: Ohyes. Robert Crocker was in, and, there weee € many; [Lorin] Doc Arnold. Doc
Arnold told Tom that if he took the job with Muskiee’d never get a job in news work again,
and he was right. He said you couldn’t do that ewel have any, you know, clout or whatever,
| don’t know what the word was. And Tom was undedi, | remember. But anyway, Doc
Arnold was a nifty man. There were ever so mafwd Bill Langzettel he was just great. And
there were ever so many, but those are the onestéral out in my mind.

MB: What made Tom finally decide to join Muskie’'af§tdespite the fact that ...
AN: To what?

MB: To become Muskie’s press secretary, despitéatttehat he might not be able to work in
press again?

AN: Well, | don’t know. He thought about it and Idwm that we were going, | think we were
going on a trip. | remember he stopped in Belf&¥e were going to Cape Breton | think, and
he stopped in Belfast. He had just about said deni going to do it, and he stopped in Belfast
and called back whoever it was that he would calttiat, and said that he would take it. | don’t
know, he was torn; he believed in Muskie very maol he wanted to do it. So that was that.
MB: What were his duties as the press secretary? dlithéhe job entail?

AN: 1 don’t think I have, | don’t know. | don't thinl know what his duties were.

MB: Did he talk much about Muskie at home?

AN: Oh he was, you know, he thought he was always;rwe did. He, you know, he was very
loyal, Tom was. | think that he thought he wasrtiglways, but | don’t know that he, | don’t

remember that he talked a great deal about iippsse he did, | just don’t know.

MB: Do you remember what the major issues at the wire that Muskie was dealing with
when he was governor?

AN: Well, | remember Vahlsing. You remember?

DN: Freddy?



AN: Freddy Vahlsing. That was a big thing during Ma's time. | remember some of the
legislators, who was the legislator from Caribdd@ became a friend of ours and | cannot think
of his name. He was a marvelous person. And s i he was kind of a joker. He was a
Republican but he was nice in spite of that. Bytdh ...

DN: This wasn’t Collins, was it?

AN: No, no, he was independent. He was a Repubtichhe was independent. And he drove
the Republicans to, oh, they were always furiolisd you remember, he did that thing about, he
did that joke in the, was he a senator | think™‘Valsing with tears in my eyes.” Do you
remember when Valsing was in such a ...?

DN: Trouble later on?

AN: Yes. Oh, isn’'t that dumb, | can’t remember rasne. But he was an interesting character.
And ...

DN: When you were in the law section of the librgmgy must have had a lot of dealings with
legislators.

AN: Oh yes, all the time.
DN: And in addition to the senator from Caribou,ydo remember any leading legislators and
what they were like? For example, what was it tlkealing with Burt Cross when he was in the

state Senate?

AN: Well, he was fine. | don’t know that he used libeary that much. | don’t remember that
he did.

DN: Which legislators tended to use the library?

AN: Back in those days, | don't, I'd have to givéhibught. | can’t remember really.

DN: Would somebody like Bob Haskell spend much timiae library?

AN: Ohyes, he did. And, oh yes, and that wondentah from Portland, oh, came from Blue
Hill originally and his sisters were authors, wrbteoks. Donna Leonaise was one, Chase, isn’t
that the last name?

DN: Chase, there was a Chase.

AN: Oh, he was killed. He and Tudor Gardiner welediwhen they were, Ed Chase.

DN: Ed Chase.



AN: He was a wonderful legislator, just wonderfulnddthey must have been killed before Ed
was governor. They must have been killed in 196k, flying. | remember, well, | guess you
can tell that.

MB: What was the role of the law library? What pabple usually use it for?

AN: Well, it was a law library. You, they use itlamk up material for legislation and to find

out what other states were doing and what theydoaé, and generally that was it. And the
lawyers in town used it, always. That was somember, one of the things, some of the
lawyers, you had favorite ones because they, &gtiliamson, Robert Williamson, who lived
right across on that corner, far corner from us And he was one of my favorite persons to wait
on because he assumed that you knew what he \asgtabout. And it was so easy to wait on
somebody that didn’t talk down, you know, that. dthere were quite a few like that, like Judge
Williamson.

The, another one that, the one that’s blind; i$uh my memory on names is not good. Cort
Perry, he was another one that was interestingwateblind and he would come in the law
library and he would ask you to read; he had aaeathio always accompanied him. And once
in a while she wouldn’t be with him, and he hadtthog that would bring him in. And he would
tell me that he wanted me to read. He was firmyag not overly friendly. He was nice, you
know, but he was very “sticking to business”. Armawould tell me to read right straight along
and not enunciate anything and read just likeahd he’d put in all the periods and things. He
didn’t want you to stop, he didn’t want you to eraplze a word. It was interesting; | always
liked to wait on him. He, | think some staff migtdave, you know, it might have bothered them.

| saw one the other day, a girl that used, shejugisyoung, and she was speaking the other day
to me because | hadn’t seen her for a long timed IAmet her in the market, and she asked me
if | remember back and she mentioned him and hewsls scared to death, you know, because
of the way he wanted her to read. But, oh, thexeevever so many of the lawyers. But |
remember Ed Chase. He was a wonderful person i foeg and Bob Haskell was, too. They
assumed you knew something. It was difficult totwa somebody that didn't. Sometimes they
didn’t know what they wanted and that made it difft.

DN: In those days there was very limited staff fog legislators. Sam Slosberg was the chief

AN: He was the reviser of statutes.

DN: ... and beyond that they had temporary clerkithe clerk of the House and the secretary
of the Senate. So they must have been quite depénd the law library.

AN: Oh they were, on the law library. And if theydrebig problem come up, they would send
down for Edith to come up and help them writeSthe knew more than anyone, really. She had
great knowledge, and even if they didn’t know wiinaty wanted, she could tell them what they
wanted. You know, she knew what they were aimingBait a lot of them it was a new
experience, and of course now it's even more sb teitm limits. But, well it was all ...



DN: So you really served as a reference librarianhem.

AN: Yes. And I, Edith eventually made me a deputy liararian. | remember a very funny
thing. She took a, | don’t know that you want fyrthings in your . . . She took a leave of
absence for six months to go to England. Thishlaak, oh, long ago, might have been in 1960
maybe. And | had to fill, and so she made me gr,dshe made me the, have her position
while she was gone. And | had to fill out someghamd so | filled it out and | thought it was
honest, and it was. And | said, “I can do everyghtihe law librarian does except catalog.” And
Edith read it, she had to read it before it wentimd she said, “What am | doing here?” | don't
know how | had the nerve to write that but | didemtshe was gone. So | just felt | was being
honest. She laughed; she thought it was very fumd then the last three years | was her
deputy. But there were only, you know, a few gfalsout five, in the law library | think when |
left.

DN: When did the law library separate from statealip?

AN: Nineteen seventy-one when the state library moewede new office building. That’s
when we physically separated, and | think we weoeenor less, | don’t know whether we did
before then or not. We might have. When the laflise made us part of the legislative, what,
part of the legislature | suppose, | don't ...

DN: Oh, the legislative non-partisan staff.
AN: Yes.

DN: That would be about the right time.
AN: [ think it was ‘71.

DN: When, after Ed Muskie was elected governor,ama Edith put together a special book
for him.

AN: Yes, it was the book of the addresses of forrmeegors. And they started back in the
early 1800s, and | think it was quite complete efEhmay have been some missing, but | don’t
remember.

DN: Why did you do that?

AN: Well, because | heard Ed speaking just maybe wieewere, when | was present in, you
know, when they, Ed and, maybe it was in his famguarters. It was at some point | remember
hearing Ed not just once but two or three timeg veaat a wealth of information there was in
governors’ addresses. And | may just imagine w,noecause | think one forgets and may be
not accurate. But | feel as though he said thgdif had a set of, | don’t know that he said that,
but | feel as though he intimated that to havefithe governors’ addresses would be, give you
information for all time. | don’t remember how &rpressed it, but | know that he said that.



And | know that when | had brought home from mylaitscsome of the things they had, their
attics, there were five attics in the house inltmg set of buildings and all of them were filled
with old newspapers and magazines and especiafythings, state things. A lot of Blaine
papers and things. And I think | gave some oféhos gave all of those away maybe. But there
were some governors’ addresses and | think thedught of that, you know, that Ed had made
that [comment about the governors addresses].tHdotl ever imagined that it would be enough,
that he would, that there would be enough in thst {incle’s] house to fill his needs. There
probably weren’t half a dozen, but | brought thesmle, as well as a lot of agriculture reports.
They were wonderful.

And, then, when we were weeding and putting in iotlde things in the law library that were in
storage, and when | came to the governors’ adgsessk saw how many we had, you know, we
had, sometimes you would have just three or faudl,sometimes you’'d have a great many. And
| mentioned to Edith that, and she thought it was, know, if we couldn’t take some out to go,
put mine, the few that | had. And she thought ihats a great idea. And she said we’'d get
them together and she would have them, see theylveemd, go to the bindery | suppose with
our books that we were, we had a bindery done evelgn't know, maybe twice a year. And
that was a, that’s the way | remember it. But lE@ibuld be, her memory certainly is far better
than mine, so.

DN: Do you remember the first use made of that book?

AN: No, I don'’t think I do.

DN: In his inaugural address, the wonderful quoge lie used from Governor Chamberlain?
AN: Oh, from, yes, from the Civil War.

DN: Eighteen seventy-one address to the legislature.

AN: Yes. | don’t remember it.

DN: “Government has something more to do than govern

AN: Oh, ohyes, | do. Well, I'll have to go back aredd that.

DN: And that probably wouldn’t have found its wayoithe inaugural address if you hadn’t
given him the book.

AN: Well, isn’t that, that's wonderful.

MB: Do you remember what the atmosphere in the Statise was like when Muskie became
governor? Wasit...?

AN: Oh, | remember when he was inaugurated, it wasrbst wonderful, it was thrilling. And



| remember that his children, sitting there. Ahthink one of them called, ‘daddy’, or
something right, as he was taking the oath of effidnd remember Harold Goss? And |
remember at the end, Muskie was the first Demaxgaivernor and all. And he said, “God,”
Harold Goss in that booming voice said, “God, déneestate of Maine.” | think that was it; it
was very funny. But people, | think, one of thengs | remember about the inauguration was
the warmth, the feeling that all the people haépublicans, even though they’d lost, there was
a feeling that was different, an atmosphere. Dorngmember that at all?

DN: Ah, yes.
AN: | remember it so well.

DN: You would remember the election of ‘52 and BLrdss’ inauguration in ‘53, and the
mood then.

AN: Yes, yeah, all the difference in the world. Ared Governor Cross, he was really a good
person. And he was wonderful in local governmpust, wonderful. | have gone to the, in the
past years, not recently, but oh, ten or twelveyago gone to council meetings in the city
council meetings, and Governor Cross would sometigee And he was an old man then,
wasn’t as old as | am now, but he was old. Anevlae wonderful on financing things, and he
would point out all, sometimes they paid attentama sometimes you could, really want to tell
the people to be quiet because they were not ajwaysknow, paying attention to him. Just,
and he had wonderful ideas, he really did aboatnfoe. And, not ideas but things to tell them
and say to them. He had, you know, he was, wellyas, when he was governor it was
different.

DN: You had a chance, you've mentioned the moobeatiine of Ed’s inauguration and
indicated that it was very different when Burt Gregas inaugurated. Do you recall the mood in
the legislature in those years? Let's see, you weework for the library in ‘42. From that
period let's say up to ‘54, do you remember howdlagors seemed to interact with each other,
how the two parties worked or didn’t work together?

AN: Well, I don’t know. When I first went it was juafter the great scandal of ‘39 was it, or
‘40? You know, the liquor scandal, and financevas finance | guess in those days. Yes, it
was in finance. And all of the heads of the departts were, many of them were involved, and
it wasn't a pleasant time. That was probably m‘¢0s, ‘40 and, maybe early ‘40s, but | think it
was in 1940, ‘39, ‘40, ‘41, right along there. Thauld be before your time. But you
remember the financial scandal. The heads of sirtie departments were involved, William
Deering, and | can’t remember what department reimaAnd this was Lou Barrows, was Lou
Barrows governor then maybe?

DN: Yes.
AN: He followed Brann, didn’t he? And really thetetalmost came to a halt in those days. So

many of the officials were involved or seemed to Bad Bill Runnells, he was one of the ones
that, he was, | can’t think his position, but hesvaae of the top officials in state government,



and he died in the midst of it. Remember? Cédnirtkt whether he, he didn’t commit suicide |
don’t think, but he died. And those times were pleasant times at all. And then the next
genera-, it couldn’t be generation, a half a getr@rafter, it must have been in 19-, around
1950, the liquor scandal. And that was the nextsbendal. So we had in less than a generation
two big [scandals], the financial scandal and ttienliquor scandal. And I think that people
were so taken up with that that | don’t rememberfdeling of, the mood of the legislators at the
time. But Edith would know, she would remembet thach better than | do. She has a very
good memory, | think, of such things. But | do emmber that, | remember one of the legislators
was, | can’t remember his name. He was from Houlderry; he was a great friend of the
Sewall’'s, Governor Sewall. Isn’t it funny | forget

DN: Well, it's an awful lot of names to remembemiravay back then.

AN: ltis. But Governor Sewall, and Jerry, what lwessname? They were great friends. It was
rather fun to think back. | hadn’t gone back tiaatin thoughts for a long time. | remember that
Ed Chase used to write a wonderful poem, a Chrisimoam, and give it to all the newsmen.
And I tried to find, Tom had one, | tried to findbecause it was simply marvelous, it was a
wonderful one. | wonder if anyone has copies.oftitvas just great.

DN: He did these for the reporters?

AN: Yes, he sent all of the reporters one, and thengwery amusing. They were, you know,
they were just amusing, sort of like The New York¥ou know_The New Yorkesometimes
has that, they’re often good. And Ed’s, he wasgusarvelous person. It's funny, one of his
sisters, Mary Ellen Chase, is that her name, Igues

DN: The author?

AN: She wrote that book, small book. And if youavar read it you should read it sometime,
it's: Merry Christmas And that was the name of the person in the ba@oid she was a peddlar
who went through the town of Blue Hill, that's wedhe Chase’s came from. And it’s just
delightful. And if you ever have a chance you stioaad it.

End of Tape
End of Interview
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