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Transcript
Marisa Burnham-Bestor: We’'re here back in Augusta at the home of AliageN

Present are Alice and Marisa Burnham-Bestor, aisdgtour second interview with
Alice. We did one before Christmas and now it's .



Alice Nute: It's February 5th.

MB: Wow, February8, Okay, so it's been a while. And at the endwflast

interview, we had talked about some of the varperple who you and Tom had
interacted with when he was a newsman. You meati@ome social events leading up
to Muskie’s election, and you and Tom had followledse events and attended many of
them together. So, when you and Tom were invoingHe social events leading up to
the election, what were these events like?

AN: Well, mostly it was, when Muskie was running mvernor, it was meetings. He
would, groups of people would get together andraiskto come and speak. | don’t
know whether, | don't know who originated it, butiow that we went. Well, we went
to Ellsworth once, and, just for a, | think it wesupper, or dinner or supper meeting,
and he spoke at that. And I think he probablygr’tdknow who set up the meeting, but
it could have been the party, the Democratic Pdrtynot sure of that. But there were a
lot of meetings like that. And different, otheropée running for office would be there,
too. Tom Delahanty was one that was sometimes th&nd then there was a professor
at Colby, and | can’'t remember his name. Buthey ppersuaded different ones to go on
the ticket, you know, for other offices. And th@fessor, funny I can’t remember his
name, but, from Colby, and he went on even thoaghhe ticket, even though it wasn’t
thought likely that he would win. Paul Fullam, tkas his name. And he was a very
nice, very, he would have been very acceptable.

MB: Do you know what office he was persuaded intoig for?

AN: Well, I think maybe for the Senate, I'm not suikhis was for federal, not state.
And | can’t remember whether Tom Delahanty wasyri’dknow whether he ran or not,
but he was very active in that time. But the nregj you know, these supper or dinner
meetings, were great. And | remember once thawverd to one in, | think it was in, it
was in Bar Harbor, I'm sure. And | know that wel Buskie rode with us; he went
down with us. And we have a, we had a convertdel my husband was small, and I'm
small. And | remember Ed sitting in the front seatl his head being right up against,
practically against the top. But, oh, there welet @f, they were wonderful meetings
because you met such nifty people. And then andithe, there was one in Camden |
think it was. And | think Paul Fullam was at tloaie; | think | do remember that. And,
well, they were in different places. And sometinmse we went to was in a field, and it
was during the day, in the daytime. And | can neiiper the benches and things that they
brought forth, and it was down near Waldoborowdsn’'t Waldoboro but it was in that
area, | can't remember the town. But they werdual) you know. They were fun and
interesting both.

MB: Was it only Democrats or was it sometimes lileg&blicans and Democrats?

AN: Well, at that time people were curious about Edey, | think a lot of people were
curious. | know that we had a couple that werenfils of ours, and they were, they were



really Republicans. But they came | think maybeeraut of friendship than anything,
maybe curiosity, too. Because | think when, Ed Wwas~vn somewhat because before he
was governor, when he was in law practice, heinkthe did something for the, was it
the OPA Bic OPS], the Office of Price [Stabilization], whatewewas. And, so he was
known. We knew him, | knew him before he was neatior bef-, you know, just

through the library, the State library, becausesed to come in and work in the
government section of the library. Not often, batv and then he did.

And, there’s a very funny, very funny story, atdebthought it was. And, when he was
inaugurated, the Secretary of State always, yowkaanounces everything. And so
after he announced Muskie, he said, what wasénlt think, “God save the state of
Maine”, or something like that. And Muskie, beadpemocrat, and all of the, everyone
around being Republicans, it was very funny. Ameté was a lot of laughter, you know,
from everyone listening, when it was really a somdmasion in a way. But that was
fun. | remember when he was inaugurated, hislstam’t think of his name, a little boy,
the oldest one, Steve, and Steve and his sister tivere and they were just tiny. And |
can remember Steve calling out right in the midshe swearing in, | think, you know,
calling out to his father. That's kind of dearppée liked that. And it didn’t matter
whether they were Democrats or Republicans, tHeyah know, warmed, and had great
admiration for Ed.

MB: There were a lot of Republicans in Maine whopsuped Ed, weren't there?
AN: Well, | think so. 1 think that they did.

MB: When you went to the social gatherings, wouldynaf the newsmen, the
reporters attend all of them like you and Tom did?

AN: Well, not in the beginning. | think that nobatttyught that Ed would win; it was
just sort of a token thing, his running, you kngut up a name. But I think after, | don’t
remember when, | think we began to see, you bemaad more of them. But | don’t
think there were that many in the beginning, | doemember them. But | think that, |
know Tom always thought he could win, from the begig. Just, Don, well I, Don of
course was, Frank Coffin was one that Don was méstested in at that time, | think, in
the beginning, but | don’'t know. | think there wejuite a few of the news people there.
But in the beginning there weren’t that many.

MB: At what point in Muskie’'s campaign do you thip&ople really started to take a
second look and say, “Hey, maybe this guy has aag#

AN: Well, | think people had lots of respect for hiemen, you know, Republicans and
Democrats alike. And of course his being in tligdiature, serving a term there, helped.
He was known, it wasn’t an unknown person. Bdom’t, | just think that his presence
demanded a lot of attention, you know, just hig sind everything. And then when he
started speaking, people were impressed by himwasehis own man, he wasn't, he
wasn’t being managed by the party or anything. Atiink that came across.



MB: Did people not really see him as playing thetjgal game so much as just being
an honest note?

AN: Well, | really haven't any idea, but | think pdepiked [him]. | think his

personality was a lot, you know, they, | think tremired him. And I think he was
honest and he didn’t make small talk that was mregess. He, what he said, he believed
in. | think. It always seemed that way.

MB: You had talked about how he would come in tolélelibrary at times; was this
when he was a lawyer, or when he was a . . .?

AN: No, it was when he was working for the OfficeRosice Mana-, Price Management
was it? The OPA [OPS]. This was the federal eff@end he would come in to look up
things, you know. | can remember waiting on hirfobe | really knew him, when he
was, this was long before he was running for afigefbefore he was in the legislature |
think it was.

MB: Was he different then?

AN: No, he was just the way, | don’t think anythinggechanged him. He, of course |
never knew him that well. But |, it seemed to ima&tthe was hon-, always honest and
just forthright and just that way. He didn’t, welle was just Ed, | guess.

MB: When he would come in and use the, you saigdvernment section?

AN: Well, the state library at that time had, it veae, it was, the whole wing of the
second floor of the State House was the librarmd Bome years later it changed a lot, it
was divided. But within the library was the lavesen. It became a separate, it became,
came under the legislative council in later yeargbout, | don’t know, | think about
1971. But before that it was part of the statealip, and it wasn't in a separate room or
anything, it was all one area, had law materidlad it was the same with the state, the
U.S. government section. And that was, it wahieW.S. government section that |
remember Ed being, coming in and looking at OPAghi | don’t know what it was or
anything, but I know he was working for the OPAindgpsomething for them at that time.
| don’t remember what because that was when, #tinave been, well | can’t remember
when, but in the forties | would think.

MB: When, you said that you would wait on him ategn What would he ask you for?

AN: Just where something was, not for any, not t& lqwanything for him but just
where something was.

MB: Right, the layout of the library.

AN: Yes.



MB: | know that you and Tom did go to the eventstiier Democratic candidates. Did
the Republicans have similar gatherings?

AN: Oh, yes, yes. Tom went to both because he vgasgwering, he was, you know,
even though he was always Democrat, he covered both

MB: Did you ever go with him to the Republican ones?
AN: No, I don’t think, I don’t remember that | evadd

MB: So, did, do you remember when he said he wagygoithem, would they have
them in fields and with dinners and were they ssamdvents?

AN: I don't, | haven't, really haven’t any idea | dbthink.

MB: As far as the relationship amongst the repomérsn Floyd was a newsman, how
close were they socially, versus their professioeltionships?

AN: Well, they were very, we had, they had parties, know. We went, there were
about, probably here in Augusta maybe five or ¢ign Cohen and his family, his wife,
and, what were the other ones? Bob, (this is awkilew them well and | can’t seem to
remember the names) but, the Burnses, Jeb and &&s Bhey were. And often, once |
remember Ed went to one of the parties, becaugeotiten liked to have, if they could.
And Ed went | remember over to Jeb Burns’ housedo@ party, just, no, that wasn’t
Ed, that was later. That was John Reed that weaimem-, always remember that. |
don’t think Ed went to any of the parties that eewas familiar with, with the newsmen.
He, these were men and women both, you know, imgisband wives went, but, yes, the
newsmen did. Doc Arnold was another; he was orikeobld-time newsmen. And then
there was the Associated Press fellow from Porfland he’d stay up here during the
week. And | can't remember . ..

MB: Bob Crocker?

AN: Bill Langzetelle. And Bob Crocker was here inghista; he and his wife often
had, you know, would have a party. Not a partyas just a get-together. You know,
we’d go and have something to eat and talk.

MB: What would the subject of the conversation Mé@Guld it be political?

AN: Oh, it could be almost anything. You know, itsifan, it wasn't a, there was
nothing very serious about the parties. | dontwnmaybe the parties that were just
men, | never knew any of those, if there were thi@jpably were serious. But it was just

fun, just a social was what it was, social occasion

MB: Would the reporters ever disagree over issuaa@an, were most of the reporters,



would they put their opinions into what they weeeisg and reporting on?

AN: Oh sure, when, at meetings like that they, yoovkrthey let their hair down so to
speak. Most of them were bald, but, yes, they’'tiafiree. They’'d have arguments, and
they agreed sometimes, but sometimes they didn't.

MB: Were most of the Democrats or were most of tRepublicans?

AN: Oh they, you never could tell. No. No, even naiven | look back, | don’t know
whether Len Cohen was a Democrat or, | don’t kndvetlver any of them, what the
others, what any of them were. And Tom never wds kie went to work. | mean he, |
don’t mean he wasn't, he never was a Democrathéutever let on what his politics
were. And once | remember that he, | think it \&@fier Margaret Chase Smith gave her
speech on confidence, you know, and on, when Jdgakoy was at his height. And
Margaret Chase Smith, you know, stood up and mzatespeech in Congress. And Tom
was impressed by that. And I, he never had besipporter, | don't think; he never said
what his politics were in the beginning. But hesvdaDemocrat and he changed to a
Republican just so he could vote in the primaregsMargaret Chase Smith. He got a lot
of ribbing from the people that knew him, and heole what he had done, but he
changed as soon as that election was over. Byigoeal do such things in those days.
Probably still do.

MB: Do you think it was deliberate that the repatéidn’t divulge their political
opinions?

AN: Oh no, they talked about them, and you knew pesp, you knew the way they
were leaning. But | think that it wasn’t wise, yaeren’'t a good newsman if you did,
and you’'d steer clear of anyone, | think, that didhink it wasn’t considered good to
have any, you know, to show your feelings. Or neattey didn't, tried not to, they tried
to be objective. | know that Tom tried to be oz and not to be influenced in writing
otherwise. If you're reporting news, it's one tjif you are promoting, you know, a
candidate. But if you're just writing news, yoy to be objective.

MB: Did Tom or any of them do, ever do editorialsywere they strictly . . .?

AN: No, they didn’t do editorials. The editorial vetis on the, | never knew any of the
editorial writers except, you know, to say “Helka’them, but not . . .

MB: Do you know if there were any specific reportiia Tom was particularly close
to, that he would, you know, discuss stories witlmything like that?

AN: Well, | don’'t know that, but I think maybe Bobdgker and Jeb Byrne both were,
they were friends. And I think that, although titigin’t divulge their, maybe they did to
Tom, | don’'t know, but it was hard, they never oatdly let on what their politics were.

MB: What were Bob Crocker and Jeb Byrne like as lgfop



AN: Oh, nifty. Bob Crocker is dead, he died a fewrgeago, he, fairly young. But he
was the head of the Associated Press in Maine. J&bdByrne was, ran the United Press
office. And then when Muskie, I'm trying to thin€Jinton Clauson became governor
after Muskie went to Washington, and Jeb ByrnethedtUnited Press and became his
press secretary. And at the end of that year, ¢edg than a year | guess, no, it was
about a year that Clauson was governor, he drogead, and Jeb was without a job.
Meaning, that kind of a job, and he worked for ohéhe departments for awhile. And
then he went to Washington and he finally becareadtfector of the Federal Register in
Washington, which is . . . He’d had other jobshie beginning but he, he was really a,
and still is, they’re friends. [ talk with him ewelittle bit. He’s retired now but he was,
he worked for the archives | think in Washingtdmd then he applied and got the job as
director of the Federal Register, and that’s onhefreally good jobs there.

MB: So, | know we talked a little bit about thistlime, but, once you become a press
secretary, you can't go back to being a newsmahaisright?

AN: Oh yes, you could, but, | don’t know. | thinkopably many people do. | don’t
think that has, | don’t see why that would . .thihk that you can’'t work for a governor,
you can’t work for a governor as a newsman, and gteback to being a, you know, you
can’'t be, nobody; you aren’t objective. And tlesnvhat, | can’t even, | have trouble
thinking of names. Doc Arnold told Tom when theked him to be Muskie’s press
secretary, and Doc Arnold told him he’d never gehance on another, you know, as a
reporter if he took that. And it certainly was pea true, | think. | think Tom never,
well, I don’t know whether he tried, but he wrotevaekly column for a news-, for
weekly newspapers, he did that a lot, did a fewgsilike that. But you can’'t have
politics if you, you know, and be trusted.

MB: Wow, that must have been a pretty hard deci$ien, for Tom to decide.

AN: Well, it was. He held off on it, but we had sofimancial problems which made it,
which he felt he needed to take the job.

MB: Was the press secretary job higher paying tiereporter job?
AN: Yes. You went at it differently.

MB: What was it like for Floyd after he began workiior Muskie? As far as his
relationship with the reporters, how did that chethg

AN: Didn’t change any.
MB: No?

AN: No, not with reporters.



MB: So, was he, he was able to maintain his frieipdshkith them?

AN: Oh yes, @nintelligible word). You have to be careful once you have, becawese t
newsmen will try and worm out stories from you, yamow, to get ahead of another
newsman. But, you know.

MB: Did he ever regret the decision to join Muskstaff?
AN: 1 don’t know.

MB: Because, | mean, it seems like, | did a litite llknow a little bit about the
responsibilities of the press secretary and sb fatd it seems like a very stressful job.
Did he complain about frustration, about peoplegivag him?

AN: Well, he wasn’'t a complaining; he may have felbwardly. | imagine he probably
did, but I think there are frustrations in thatdiof a job.

MB: Did he mention the other people in the offiddarjorie Hutchinson, Maury
Williams?

AN: Ohyes. He liked, Marjorie Hutchinson was a werfid person, just wonderful.
He was fond of her. And he and Maury Williams wgoed friends. They were before
he was. Maury Williams worked in the finance offi¢ think he worked in finance, and
Tom knew him then, before he became, or came iniskié’s office.

MB: How did Tom know Maury? Through the financead®

AN: Well, through working, you know, working in théa® House. You know all of
the departments if you work there as a news per¥au know all of the department,
you know departments, you should. And he knewthiat way. And some people you
take to; and he and Maury liked one another and . .

MB: What about the secretaries: Joan Arnold, Eledh and Ann McPherson?
AN: Well, | think Tom liked them. | don't know . . .

MB: But the relationships with the other peopléehia office other than Marjorie and
Maury were never particularly close, right?

AN: Well, just the same as any office. | think tla#liked one another, | don’t know
that they didn’t. Tom wasn’t one to dislike pegmed so | don’'t know how they felt.

MB: We also spent some time discussing some ofd@bple you've known and been
involved with at the State House, the Law libraou had mentioned specifically Judge
Williamson and Cort Perry as two of your favorieople to wait on; is there anyone else
that you can think of as far as lawyers and letpstawho would come in frequently or



that would be fun to wait on?

AN: Oh, yes, there were ever so many lawyers. |Isg@ them. | had, someone, driving
down Chapel Street just not too long ago, andai wm a pick-up truck. And he stopped
and he jumped out and came over and it was orteesétlawyers. | haven’t seen him for
years, you know, and it was great. | saw him ag&la’s someone |, he’s an attorney
here in Augusta and someone that | always likext.aAnd then recently | was
downtown going along a street and this person cgumrthe other direction said, “Well,
hello Alice.” And | said, “Hi, Bob,” and not, arifil’d stopped to think | wouldn’t have
known his name at all, but it was just spontaned\sd that was another fellow, Bob
Stolt who worked in the State, he was an attorndpe State House. And there were a
lot that, ever so many, you know, and I still seevrand then.

MB: It was that familiar, they came in that frequgrthat, | mean you would recognize
them?

AN: Oh yes, in there many days, you know, some ohteeery day. And John
Ferzigow, he’s a, | think he’s still there. Yesibgel saw him not too long ago in one of
the supermarkets. And he worked in the attornexegd’s office. A lot of the young
fellows that were associated with the attorney gaiseoffice or worked there, you

know, they’d be in the state, they’'d be in the ldwary. The law library became
separate from the state library in ‘71, and th@y know, all day long there’d be some of
them there. And | remember when Angus King wasirnlk he was working, oh, what is
the group he worked for, some, quite a number afsyago? Oh, they give legal service
to people that haven't a lot of money. You knavs, ight here on, isn’t that, my stroke
made me, bothered my memory somewhat. Anyway hgué King used to come in a
lot and he worked for that group. Can't think loé thame of it. Ordinary.

MB: It's for, the people who can't afford an attoynene will be appointed to them?

AN: Well, they can get help. It's right around tluerer. You can see the corner of the
house from here. | don’t know whether, | thinkythe, le-, it isn’t a state office, you
know, it's a, well, anyway.

MB: So, what would these people do in there allldag?

AN: Well, doing their work. They’'d often bring thdiriefcase, they’d come with
briefcases, and do their work. These are lawyers butside and from the AG’s office.
They would come in with their folders or whateaad, looking up material. That was a
place, you know, the place you would look up matsri You wanted to know what other
states were doing on a particular thing, or if yanted laws from the other, because all
the laws of all the states are there. And soaftivanted to see if Alaska had a law on
whatever, they would come in and look it up or ssieone to look it up for them.

MB: So it was research as well as they would do theik there, too?



AN: Oh yes.

MB: Were there, was there anyone who would cometioaylot for help, or anyone
who was fun to wait on or difficult to wait on?

AN: 1don’'t know, | don’t remember anyone that wadclilt to wait on. It's amazing,
but it was fun. | enjoyed, you know, it was gre8ome were maybe easier to wait on,
they, | found, | always have found that the peotble,attorneys that thought that you
were bright didn’t explain things. But those tithgt weren't that bright themselves
would, you know, they’d have difficulty, or | woultave difficulty because they couldn’t
tell you what they wanted. But for the most phthink that, | never had any, nobody
that | remember that | minded waiting on. Lawyams, to wait on that way, are easy.
But it's much easier if they think you're brightditet you know what they’re talking
about. But, sometimes they have problems, I think.

MB: Was it, it seems like there’s a lot of infornaatiin a law library, from what you've
said.

AN: Oh, yes.

MB: Was it hard to keep it all straight? | meanrewsou, you worked there every day
so you were probably very familiar with it. Butwanuch, how often did it change as
the laws changed? Was there a constant flow ofnmdition coming in?

AN: Well | suppose there’s always that. You keepvitp things, you, but we had the
laws of all of the states and all of the legislathistory and that sort of thing. | think it,
you know, | don't, | never found any problem thatyw It wouldn’t be for everyone, |

think. Some librarians wouldn’t, you know, be m&sted in the law part of the library.

MB: Were the books all bound, or were they . . .?

AN: Oh yes, all of the states, all of the reports,Muaine reports. You should go in. |
don’t know now, it's changed a lot since | was thex great deal. And, but just go in
some time and look at it, just look at it. And ysee, of course they’'ve changed. |
haven't been in for quite a while, but they have, $ure have changed a lot because of
going online and all the computers. They were jubien | left, they were, they just,
they’d begun to have computers. And so now itt&rely different; | wouldn’t know my
way around in it now.

MB: By 1978 when you retired from the law librarpvhhad the way people used it
changed? Are they still using it for similar thangpat they used to now?

AN: Well, it was so much, communication is so différeow than it was then. Then, if
you wanted law from Alaska and you didn’t haveitjf you wanted, (we had all the
laws of all the states) but if you wanted sometldngent in Alaska, just taking that as
an example, it wouldn’t yet be on their books. Tlgeu would write, or telephone if it



was that urgent, or write and ask, you know, ifythad such and so forth. But now, they
can just, | don't know because | don’t understamyg @f the workings now. But they can
just poke a few buttons and they have it righteheBo that has changed. You have a,
you can immediately get answers to things thatyrday, you know, it was a different
process altogether.

MB: In the early years, legislators had much smaligffs, right?

AN: Yes, well I don’t know, probably. | don’t thinkknow the staff now. The, it's
changed since | was there. The whole legislatisdl, can’t think of the word | want to
use, but now the legislative council, for instanmoay the law library, which was part of
the state library, included the law library. Anownthe law library is under the
legislative council, under the legislature itseMnd so that makes it quite different. It
isn’t, doesn’t have any connection now with thdestiorary, only as far as part of the
state government.

MB: Why did the law library move, what was the reafw that?
AN: You mean, it didn’'t move physically.

MB: Why did the state, why did the state library mout of where the law library
was?

AN: Well, they built the new library archives and mush building. And that was made
for, you know, to give them room. And state goveemt was spreading then, was
increasing.

MB: Towards the end of your time working at the ldsary, were there a lot more
people coming and using it, or did the numbers wiighi as the years went on and
communication changed?

AN: No, because | think now that probably commu-gn’ttknow anything about it
now, | shouldn’t say I think now, no. It was usdtthe time; there was never any, you
know, quiet period or busy period. It was alwagsyvactive. And | think from what |
hear from one or two of the girls that work theoswrthat they’re very, very busy now
with all of the new communications that they havend they’re, now they’re renovating
the State House; | think that that's making adfterence in how they work and so
forth.

MB: Why are they renovating the State House?
AN: What?
MB: What are they doing to the State House?

AN: Well, they're renovating it. You, | haven’t beemnto see. But it's, everyth-, a lot



of it is blocked off and they’re, and they’re dojrilge new office building is a big part of
it. What they’re, that's seven stories and it'sngato be gutted. | guess already they’ve
moved the departments out so that a lot of thertieeats are across the river in the old
state hospital areas. And the main part of thee$dause, | don’t know how much
they’re doing there but they’re doing, where the ldorary is, | don’t know. But | know
one of the girls that works there told me that thag scaffolding up and were doing all
kinds of things. But | haven’t been in, so | ddkriow actually.

MB: Since you were in the State House, | imagineprobably got a feel for the way
everyone was kind of reacting to the scandalsetithes, or, you know, what was going
on.

AN: Oh, yes.
MB: Do you remember any specific?

AN: Well, before | went, just a few years before net see, | was an apprentice. | went
to the state library in 1942 and when | came tousig in 1940, it was in the midst of a
scandal, and it was a state government scandal #hed |, and, the governor was Lewis
Barrows at that time, | think, when the scandakbr@nd it involved some of the
departments. You can look that up if you are ggérd, because it was a big thing and
this, | can’t remember. Bill Reynolds was at tleétdm or the top of the list, and I think
he was a state controller, but I'm not sure of.thdé was one of the state officials and,
in the midst of it, and | can’t remember becausa$ just coming here. But you could
find it out if you were interested, and it would \ery interesting to read something
about it, because | think that in the midst ofllit@nd the investigations, | think that Mr.
Reynolds committed suicide. And it was a, you knibwwas a dreadful time in state
government. That must have been about 1940, buhéit sure of that. But it was right
about then, sometime then.

MB: What was the scandal related to?

AN: It was finances. And | can’t remember, | doeinember enough about it, but it
was a real scandal. And the other one was a ligiuweas known as a liquor scandal.
And that came in, | think when Governor Payne, wRagne was governor. And that’s,
the person in that was a, his name was Sahag¥aud, iin, and he had a winery Gardiner.
And | don’t remember enough about it. But thatsething else; | don’t know that you
want it for your work, but it would be interestingghadn’t thought about that for a long
time. There were two scandals, the only two.l. .

MB: How did the State House, the atmosphere, hovit dééct to these incidents?

AN: Well, with the first | don’t know because | wasworking there, with the Bill
Reynolds. Everyone knew it, it was, you know, Yistened and, | remember my mother
was here at the time and she had a very dear fritaiode husband was somehow brought
into it. | think he was exonerated, but sort oésfionably so. But | remember it affected



the whole city as well as the state. It did, yoow, the people in the city here. But. ...

End of Sde One
Sde Two

MB: When Muskie ran for the U.S. Senate, how didpiglic and the people in the
State House react to his decision to run for Sénate had been a representative prior to
that.

AN: 1think that they were, | think that a lot of g@ didn’t think he could win, but they
thought he was a peach of a fellow. | can remertiiay people saying he was a peach
but he couldn’t win. | think that they felt thditet Republicans were so settled in that, you
know, a Democrat, no matter how good he was, caulkdn. Though there’'d been,

well, there hadn’t been any Democrats | think. defMuskie, Governor Brann was the
last Democrat, Democratic governor. And beforenBrdon’t know, but Parkhurst was
another one. But there couldn’t have been mone fiiar or five or six, in this century,
Democrats as governor, | don't believe. One wdnalde to look it up to see. But | think,
but I think that it didn’t seem possible that, pleojhought that it, you know. But I think
after, in the beginning that was the way they falt, | think that after he was governor,
then they knew that he could go on to, everyona’tiithve any question that he would
beat Fred Payne. Was it Fred Payne he ran adairS8énate? And | don’t think anyone
doubted that he would win that.

MB: Was the public, did they seem happy that hedaekcio run for U.S. Senate?

AN: Oh, I think so. | think people had, you knowguight he was wonderful as
governor. There’s a very funny story, | think I't@dd Don this story once. But when,
nobody thought Ed Muskie could beat Governor Crasd,he, when he did, it was a
surprise, big surprise. Well, just a few days, ahdourse Governor Cross didn’'t expect
to be defeated, and just a few days after Ed waffite, Governor Cross came by and
went in to see him. And he, Ed, as he left Edkledrhim, said, thanked him for
dropping by, dropping in. And Ed, and Governor<3reaid, “I never meant to drop
out.” It was a wonderful, but | thought that was@nderful story. Tom happened to be
there when it happened, that's the only way we knkdon’t suppose that either of them
would ever have told that. But anyway, people wedsn’t think they ever doubted that
Ed would win the Senate race.

MB: Did Tom stay involved as his press secretamutih the campaign for U.S.
Senate?

AN: No. Tom retired from, or left the job I think, Wecan’t remember.
MB: Was it before?

AN: | think before Ed ran for the Senate. Yes, lumesit was before he ran for the
Senate.



MB: Why did he leave?

AN: Well, he wanted to, he thought that he couldbgek into writing, and that’s what
he wanted to do. He was never comfortable reallgrass secretary. So that’s why he
did that.

MB: Do you know who replaced him when he left?

AN: Well, | can’'t remember his name, but, | can’'t eenber his name. And we knew
them, he and his wife, fairly well. He was nicgnd he went to, he went to Washington
with Ed, | think, but didn’t stay with him long. @e he got to Washington, he moved
into something, was a person that moved arountl and | can’t remember his name.
He came and he took, he took, he took Tom’s, whan Teft Muskie, this fellow came
and | think, (I might be wrong there) but I think, &ind became his press secretary just
the last of his, not for very long, the last of &teing here. | think, but | could be wrong
on that.

MB: Did you and Tom stay involved with Muskie andtwihe campaign and what was
going on with him even though Tom wasn’t working fém any more?

AN: Well, | don't know. We at that time had, had aught this house? | think, no; we
bought this house in ‘57 or ‘8.

MB: Then it, yeah, it would be around that time.
AN: We may have been so taken up with that, | daatirdon’t remember really.

MB: So you said that you got the impression that#rapaign for senator was
relatively easy for Muskie, that it wasn’t . . .?

AN: 1 don’'t know that, but | would think so. | rembasr thinking, | think another reason
we didn’t do much at that time. [ think too thias€éemed such a sure thing that, to us,
now maybe not, maybe it didn’t to other people,ibbas always been my memory that
one felt sure that Ed would win.

MB: What kind of contact did you and Tom have withsWie after he went to
Washington?

AN: None. We, well, you know, sending cards and $bait of thing back and forth and
once in a while Ed would write. Well he must hasied me to look up some things for
him, in the state, that he couldn’t find in Washorg Because | found some letters, a
letter or two the other day from him, | was tryitagfigure out a few things. And they
were thanking me for information that I'd sent imh So once in a while he wrote, if it
was something on some subject, | can’t remembet.wHaere were two or three times
he did. And he didn’t write to the office, to tBéate House; he wrote to me, you know,



personally. And, to look those, it was two or thtkings and they didn’t, they weren’t
legal matters. They were, one was, they were itgsiicchings more than anything |
think, but maybe relating in the legal field bustiorical. |1 can’t remember now. | just
found one the other day. But he often did. FraoKin often did, too. I think that,
knowing somebody in an office, it wasn’t becaubsad any great brain, but it was
because, you know, they were familiar with me attdrik that's why they did.

MB: How did the State House change when Muskie left?
AN: Well, I don't. ..
MB: He was, the next governor was a Republicant?igh

AN: Yes, well, Clauson, no that, | can’t think nowWes, Clauson came in, because . . .
Bob Haskell was governor for just overnight praaitic and then Clinton Clauson, didn’t
he follow? Yes, yes he did. And then followingaG@$on was, because Clauson died, and
John Reed was the President of the Senate. Aadtbenatically became governor after
Clauson died. And then he went on and won ancibat, | mean, another seat, another
term on his own. Then he was followed by Curtisan’t remember but | think it was

sort of that way.

MB: Throughout the time, from ‘43 to ‘78 that younked at the law library, what
were the hardest times and the most prosperous fondlaine government within that
span of time?

AN: Well, | think the times of the scandals werelthe point in the state. So, | think
that, now when Muskie came in, that was the begunrtio me it seemed that way. But |
think one’s prejudiced, you know, if you've likedraeone, or liked them as a governor.
And | think, I don’t know, | think that, Clausorthink was a good man. But | don’t

think, of course he didn’t have time to show, oalyear, and so we wouldn’t know. But

| think he was a good person but | don't think reeswstrong as some were. But, and they
all brought something different.

| felt, feel as though when Curtis came in, | ale#sit there was a change then, that he
brought in a lot of outside people, you know, tlattside of Maine that came. One of
them [ think, one would have to look this up tosbee, would be Jim Mitchell, Libby
Mitchell, Elizabeth Mitchell’'s husband. And | tikifne was one of the young ones that,
I’m not sure of that but I, yes, I'm quite surettha was one that Curtis brought in.
There was another one that became head, and Iream¥mber his name, he became
head of the PUC, Public Utilities. And they camghe brought them in to state
government. And | think in many instances that gasd.

| certainly think the Mitchells have contributedb# they’re very nice. Do you know?
Well, Libby Mitchell, you know, she’s a, was theegier of the House, and her son is
now in the legislature. And Jim Mitchell is a pkaxf a fellow, and he’s an attorney
here. And there were three or four people thateceimand they changed a lot of things.



They began the change; they didn’t change therng,stseted changes.
MB: What states were they from?

AN: What?

MB: You said they came from other states?

AN: Yes.

MB: Where did they come from?

AN: Oh, I don't remember where each one . .. IMitehells, Libby Mitchell comes
from the South. | can’t remember whether it's of¢he Carolinas or, she’s a
southerner. And | think maybe, | don’t know whetien Mitchell came from there or
not, I'm not sure of that. But | do know that Lipbame from a southern state. Might
have been Virginia, | can’t remember.

MB: Was the mood of the legislators, the people ware using the law library and so
forth, different in the State House as the govesmmhianged? Was there noticeable
changes in the people working for them?

AN: Well, of course there always are changes, yowkbat they all have the same
guestions and the same things to learn. You reall\a feel for the legislators. | think,
when | look back, I think you admire those who camt® look up something and
admitted they didn’t know or know how. It was qué difference. When | look back, |
see people who come in and ask all kinds ofl:Il tell you one is Olympia Snowe who
is, you know, she’s in Washington. And she alweame in and, her husband was killed
in a snowstorm coming to, he was in the legislatum@ he was on his way to work or
going home, | don't know which. And he was killledan auto accident. And she
served, then she took over and served in the &grg, filled out his term; and she was
excellent. And | see it, | see her on televisimten to her quite often. And she always,
I’m not surprised that she has gotten, you knowyhere she has because she would
come in and ask questions. And she wanted to lm@atly, she didn't, it wasn’t just
surface, it was really depth to her, you know,ttliegs she wanted to know. And you
did find that. And then you found others who jwstre surface interests, which is very
interesting | think.

MB: Was there anyone who stands out in your mirtskasg similar to Muskie, or
being very different from him as far as how theyevgovernor?

AN: No, I think he stood out. | think he was an wralsyou know, | don’t think his
kind come along too often. That's the way | feabat it.

MB: Do you think after he went down to Washingtémtthe did a good job as Senator,
that people were happy with . . .?



AN: Well, | think so. | think one, you know, admirtee different things that, the
environmental things that, well, that's speakingspeally | suppose, | don’t know. But |
certainly think that, you know, his interest in #@vironment and that sort of thing was, |
think he stood out that way.

MB: That was a new thing for Maine, wasn'’t it? Tavé someone, they didn't really
have any governmental policy on the environmeng lettil that?

AN: Well, not particularly, no. | think that, frormte to time people tried to do, but
everything has changed so. It's very hard to loagk and remember, | think. It just,
there’s been a lot that's been done and not, meoelp, not just Muskie but many
people, you know, that . . . Well, like the KenaelRiver right here, they’re cleaning it
up. Now we’re going to have the dam removed, itlvé removed. And that's going to
clean it up even more, | suppose, and maybe Idighehat have not been in the river
back.

MB: Why is the dam there now?
AN: What?
MB: What's the function of the dam serving?

AN: Well, the dam was built in the beginning. | thilhe Central Maine Power
Company was, | don’t mean they built it but batleyt benefited from it, from electricity
and that. And now of course they, the city, areddtate | suppose, but in particular the
city, is divided on removal of the dam. But theyl e, it will be removed. | think they
start right, well, don’t they expect it to be ddmenext fall? Could it be that? Well,
anyway, quite soon. And that was a big environiaehing.

MB: In 1968, how did you feel about the Humphrey-kesampaign for vice
presidency and presidency?

AN: Well, we watched all of it, the campaigning afid And | don’t think, | don’t

know, | don’t think I do know. | think that peoplgiends of mine anyway, didn’t think
that they would win. | don’t know why, | don’t reamber that. | just remember nothing,
not negative, but just not feeling that they weseng to win. This is the way, and |
remember listening, being up all night listeningtte returns. And that was, weren’t
there great fights in Chicago or at Chicago? Auid,l don’'t know.

MB: How do you think the campaign could have beerersaccessful? | mean, you
said you watched it.

AN: I don’'t know. | just remember it, just thinkimgvas glad | wasn't in that city at
that time. It was so wild. And that's my remenrwea of it, is just how dreadful the
throngs of people, remember? And they, tryingdgegkorder and, | don’t even remember



now why.

MB: How did Muskie react to it?

AN: ldon't, | haven't any idea. | can’t remember.

MB: Oh, really? He wasn'’t there, was he? | mearwasn't. . .

AN: Oh, yes, at the, sure, in Chicago. And thereavaig, well, | can’t remember it
really. Yes, he and Humphrey were, there weredighthe streets and it was, it was

frightening as I recall. I'm afraid I'm not veryogd remembering that.

MB: What did, after Floyd [Tom] resigned from Muskistaff, was he still interested
in politics, or did he want to change?

AN: Oh, he was interested, yes, always interested.
MB: He said, you said that he looked for a newsmptv$ut that . . .

AN: Well, he didn’t really go out and look, that hustj wanted to write and he wrote and
wrote and wrote.

MB: For what?

AN: What?

MB: What did he write for?

AN: For himself. He didn't. ..

MB: Oh, really?

AN: Yeah. And he did a lot for, he did relative t@a a job, he followed the legislature
for different companies outside of Maine. You kndkat's going and, each day, and
finding whether, the various bills. Some compamiesvorked for would want a certain
bill followed. And, you know, he kept books withet, (unintelligible word) with the
different places. It wasn’t anything that he likeddo, but it was, you know, work.

MB: So Doc Arnold was right. He didn’t get anothewsman'’s job again?

AN: No, and | don’t know, because he tried. He usadrite a column for the weekly
papers and he tried doing that, that's what he &htd go back to doing. And that was
where Doc Arnold was right because he had beertia$sd with a Democrat. It

wouldn’t have mattered if it had been with eithartp. He couldn’t spin a thread that
way, and he’d been so sure he could.



MB: When did he retire from the work that he didhatthte companies? When did he
retire altogether from working?

AN: Well, he was sick. He had emphysema and hedsibp.
MB: Lung cancer emphysema, or . ..?

AN: Emphysema, it's a chest, probably from smokiAgd so he wasn’t able to do very
much.

MB: What year was that, that he . . .?
AN: Oh, heavens, he had it a long time. He liveahg ltime with it.
MB: Really?

AN: If you can call it living. | guess it was. Infg | can’t remember, | don’t really
remember. We had a, we ran a gift shop here ievbkaings and Joan Manning, who
lives in half of the house, and she and | . . d Aom would open it for us before we’'d
get home from work. Joan Manning was a friend fouite long ago. And we thought it
would be fun because we didn’t, Tom and | didn’tog a lot socially, he wasn't well
really. And so we thought evenings it would be for@o something at home, so we
decided to have a gift shop. We didn’t have tloigde then, this was in ‘58 and, ‘57 |
guess. And so we started it, we started a smiaklgop in the fish market, in one room
of the fish market. And all of the things that aead said, “Never have a gift shop near
a fish market,” or, I've forgotten what else. Asalwe opened it there, but we did very
well. John Reed was our first customer, when he gawvernor. It was very funny. Or
when he was in the Senate, maybe that was it.aBypvay we, and we did well, so we
bought this house and moved in here. We moveddnJaan had the back of, in the back
there, over the garage, and then Tom and | hatbfhBtoors, two floors. And we had it
for fifteen years. And it was fun but awful weayjnoo, because we would get out of,
Tom would open it for us at five, and | would get of work, | got out of work at five,
and get home and we would open it from six untileni

MB: What sort of gifts did it sell?

AN: Oh, we had wonderful things, just wonderful. Ame did wonderfully well with it.
Unfortunately we did so well that people everyveheame and bought, and we would
gift wrap for nothing for them and mail for themdadio all this. So one would be up, you
know, | would be up until midnight. But we on-, were only open, we were open
Tuesday through Saturday evenings. But it, orrgais all day. But Tuesday,
Wednesday, and Thursday, and Friday, we were aystnyjou know, from, but we
always did, we did very well. We had some eleghinigs, really wonderful. We use
them now at Christmas. We get out all of our wohdevood carvings, just beautiful,
Italian and, oh, lovely, lovely wood carvings. Walnd loads of things, just loads of
things. And we had the gift shop in, this room #mat room were the gift shop, and we



had lots of people, people that came for the sunamérthey’d buy their Christmas gifts.
So we did very well.

MB: You mentioned John Reed. Did other of the peoagio, governor and people
who worked at the State House use, purchase gifthshop, too?

AN: Oh, yes, we had loads of people, yeah. And esigl, you know, I'll see people
on the street, and that was, we gave it up in T7&dn’t want to do it any longer, and we
had some family iliness, and so we gave it up.as velieved. Fifteen years of doing it
was enough.

MB: Yeah, in addition to your work at the State Hauso.

AN: Yeah, and | loved the State House. | had to, gme up something. And my
father was ill and was living with us, and so iesed a good time to stop.

MB: What have you been doing since your retiremett8? Was there a reason you
retired?

AN: No, I, age more than anything; | was sixty-twand so | thought, you know, it was
time to retire and do a few things that | wantedriany own. And so | had, | also had a
place over in South Casco, and I think | told yolks that before. So | had a lot to put
in, to do and put in to that. So I've been busgresince.

MB: What year did Tom pass away?
AN: Nineteen eighty-nine.
MB: And how long was he ill for with emphysema?

AN: Oh, he was, he had it for ten or twelve yearsthoellast of it was, you know, the
last few years. But we still did, we took tripstire fall to Nova Scotia, every fall. And,
but he was miserable. He never let on, you kn@wnéver said anything except his
breathing, you could hear him.

MB: Did he have to go on oxygen, toward the end?

AN: No, but he couldn’t have oxygen unless he wdkearhospital. | can’t remember
why. 1did know, and it wasn't called emphysemayas a step beyond emphysema,
something one has. It was, | can’t remember timenaut it's something beyond em-,
beyond, it's the next step. And | know that hegwlne was, he’d have to go to the
hospital quite a number of times. And he couldehiabut just briefly there; he couldn’t
have it all the time or anything.

MB: My grandmother, actually she just passed awfayvanonths ago of emphysema
and lung cancer complications, and she was on oxgtielay. She would walk around



with tubes, and there would just be a long connkbtese.

AN: Well, | know people that are, but he couldn’t @atv | have it somewhere written
down, the name. And it’s, all it is is just a, dmgpema but with something,
complications or something.

MB: In your opinion, what was one goal or change khaskie most wanted to make
through politics?

AN: Wanted what change?
MB: Goal or change that he had?

AN: Oh, goal or change. I, well | think he al-, iftsst my idea that he always wanted to
do something good for Maine, and I think the enwim@nt was one of the things.

MB: How do you think he dealt with the paper midlad all the paper companies that
were in Maine, and that were basically doing thikution?

AN: Well I don’'t know, | haven't really any idea. Bluknow that he was concerned
about it, | know that. And I think one thing thaas, and | can’t remember enough about
it, one could look it up. But the Vahlsing, | dbkhow whether you know of Vahising,
who, Fred | think his name was, in, up in Aroostodle came up to Aroostook and he, |
can’'t remember enough about it, and | think thatehow . . . | guess I'd better not say
any more because | can't really remember, but néribaited to the pollution, but | can’t
remember how. And | can’t remember how he keptingrto the state for, well, | can’t
remember what. | just can’t. It might be someghpou could look up in the library
sometime, Vahlsing, V-A-H-L- | think, S-I-N-G; sortieng like that. He’s well-known

in Aroo-, he was in Aroostook. He was not liked.

MB: And he was involved with the paper companies?

AN: No, no he wasn't, it was something else and ltaamember what. | wasn’t
thinking of paper companies, when | said that | @ssking, well, the only person in
polluting the area that | could think of. And Irdbknow what kind of pollution, but |
know that it was in Aroostook. And | don’t know ather Muskie was, liked or disliked
him, | can’t remember that.

MB: Did cleaning up the environment and stoppingpiduger companies from
polluting, did that hurt the, Maine’s economy dPal

AN: | don’'t know.
MB: No?

AN: | have, really I can't. ..



MB: 1don’t know either.

AN: 1think that it's all a matter of the way one ligen a way. You can think, | think
that the pollution is terrible, and the paper comea and all. But on the other hand you
can see that it provides jobs for people. So yaueto play it off against one another |
suppose.

MB: But you think that Muskie’s major contributiorasithe . . .?

AN: Well, | don't really know but I, that would be enf the things | would think.

MB: Yeah, many people seem to think that that was hi

AN: Big thing.

MB: Yeah.

AN: Yes.

MB: Is there anything else that you want to addweahaven't really touched on or
discussed?

AN: Well, I can't think of anything.

End of Interview
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