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MikeRichard: The date is August 20th, 1999, we're here in Istovi, Maine at the office of
John C. Orestis; interviewing is Mike Richard. Awd. Orestis, can you please state your full
name and spell it?

[Intercom interruption]

John Orestis: It's John C. Orestis, O-R-E-S-T-I-S.

MR: Okay, and your date of birth please?

JO: March the 8th, 1943.

MR: And where were you born?

JO: In Lewiston.

MR: And so have you lived in Lewiston all your lifa, most of your life?

JO: Not yet. | don’t live here now. Ilived in Lesion, except for the years | was away at
school, until six years ago, and six years ago\teddo Yarmouth.

MR: Okay, and let’s talk a little bit about your fdybackground. First of all, who were
parents, what were your parents’ names?

JO: What aramy parents’ names, they’re both still living adtya In fact my father celebrated
his eighty-eighth birthday yesterday. My fatherame was Christos Orestis. He, as | said, is
eighty-eight, and was born in Nashua, New Hampshimsed to Lewiston when he was, oh, |
think around ten, and has been here ever sinag here all of his life. And my mother’'s name
is Cecile Langelier. She was born in Lewiston had been here all her life. She’s eighty-two,
she’ll be eighty-three in September. And, so thair union was one of a Greek immigrant and
a Franco-American. They were married in 1940 sg’'tk celebrating their fifty-ninth wedding
anniversary September 5th.

My father was one of six children I think, five six; five children. He had three brothers and a
sister. Two of his brothers are deceased butilhéas$ a living brother who's eighty-five, and a
living sister who's eighty-three, so | do have sdomgevity genes, thank God. And they came
here as children of my grandfather who was a Gieekigrant, and his name was Vasileios
Orestis. And he came here, oh, in the late tedmsak, 1918, 1920, somewhere in there, and ran
a pool hall here for a little while. And then [fsthrted and for a long time successfully ran a
commercial laundry and linen rental service, yoawmapkins and table cloths and butcher
aprons and, you know, coats and that kind of sturft| actually ran that until about 1960 or ‘61
when they sold it to a Boston firm.

On the other side of my family, my Franco-Amerigaandfather was named, was Albert
Langelier and he immigrated from Canada again early in the nineteen hundreds with my



grandmother. And [he] was a civil servant herewis the Lewiston city treasurer and tax
collector for years, and served in the legislatuneself back in 1921. So, then that is where,
who | come from, and | have one brother, no sistdrave a brother who, I'm fifty-six, | have a
brother who's fifty-one and lives in New HampshireRye Beach, New Hampshire now.

MR: And what’s your brother's name?

JO: William, Bill, yeah.

MR: Has he been interested or involved in politics?
JO: No, no, not at all.

MR: What were your parents’ occupations?

JO: My father was a public, not a certified publicagntant, a public accountant, a registered
public accountant as it were. He had a small-fauiglic accounting firm where he serviced
small restaurants and stores and just small bussdsere in Lewiston-Auburn. And [he] also
had sort of a sub-practice in the Damariscotta-Nestée area, and some in Camden-Rockport, a
sort of word of mouth development of his practi¢e picked up one or two clients up there and
then picked up three or four more and so endedripssplitting his time between Lewiston

and that mid-coast area. My mother was a homeméekiee worked very early on in their
marriage and then became a homemaker and thenwemréback to work.

MR: And what were your parents’ political beliefs?
JO: Political?
MR: Beliefs, or registration?

JO: Well, I think my mother was, I’'m not sure she d®ped any great political philosophy,
except that she was and is a die hard Democrag, iBlwas drummed into her head by her father
who of course was a Lewiston labor Democrat anigibservant, that the Democratic Party

was, you know, the way, and that it had in factj koow, provided an opportunity for them as
immigrants here and a job. And so she has neuvedvor a Republican in her eighty-one,
eighty-two years. And | think would, she, shedlysif there’s a Republican running that
anybody talks about, that her father would rollrowvehis grave if she ever voted for someone.
So while she doesn’t have a strong political plujpdsy, neither, she’s probably, you know, a

little right of center in some of her views. Sha’sery strict Roman Catholic and somewhat
conservative. But she really believes that the &=atic Party will be the ones who do the job
right so she votes for them without looking at igsues. My father, he’s a moderate, a moderate
Democrat. | don’t think he’s voted for many Repcdhs either. Had a, if any, had a lot of
interest in the party. Was, was and is friendlshvei number of the older now party stalwarts.
He, in fact, was the director of the census in 198tich was a political appointment, for one of
the congressional districts in Maine. He ran tB&Qlcensus and numeration, had three hundred
people working for him and did that kind of thingle was on the school board here in Lewiston.



And never ran for public office but was alwaysotwed in the party machinery as a volunteer.
And had, was very supportive and very friendly wiith Muskie, Frank Coffin, Tom Delahanty,
some of the, some of his contemporary politicarfds. So, I'd say he, but in direct answer to
your question, he was probably a moderate.

MR: And did he subscribe to a religious belief or rcih®

JO: He was Greek Ortho-, he is Greek Orthodox whrefated some controversy in our family.
My, the Greek Orthodox view of a mixed marriadgmttis Greek Orthodox and Roman Catholic
was pretty negative. And my father came from ajalsly a direct immigrant family, his father
and mother both had come over from Greece, oreasgay, “came on the boat from the old
country.” And in fact when he chose to marry mytineo in 1940, instead of staying sort of in
the house and in the family business, they kickeddut. Put his clothes on the front porch and
sent him on his way. And he never has been imydgenever in the family business after that so
it created somewhat of a schism in the family. Aredwere sort of the half-breed cousins and
then we had, you know, some of his siblings marGeeek and they’re full blooded cousins.
But, so that did, you know, early on in the forteasl fifties created quite a bit of, quite a bit of
controversy in the family.

But my Franco-American grandparents were very, theye Roman Catholic. They were very
receiving and welcoming to my father and brought hito the family and always treated
everybody equally, which was a pleasant and fresatb of air after my Greek family’s sort of
rejection of the union between my parents. Anthat my mother never saw my Greek
grandparents until they died, never saw them, e8an them the first time in their caskets.
Kind of strange . . . But anyway, so | was brougihnRoman Catholic, as were the rules back
then. If a Catholic married outside the churchypiider to have the union blessed at all by the
church, you had to agree to raise your childreR@®an Catholics. And your partner had to,
your spouse had to agree to that too. And sodicegnd my brother and | were brought up as
Roman Catholics here.

MR: And did your father still have a close tie to theeek community in Lewiston?

JO: Well, you know, he’s an elder of the communitye doesn’t participate particularly
actively any longer. You know, if he goes to cliuat Easter that's probably what his
participation is at the religious level. Certaialynumber of his friends both in the family and
outside the family are Greek-Americans. But thegBrcommunity here is not particularly
strong any longer or large, you know. There aabably a hundred families in the church, and
the church covers Augusta down to Portland, yowkribat area. And the next church north is
Bangor, and the next church south is Portland.r& bee only, there’s only Bangor, Lewiston,
Portland and Biddeford that have Greek, actual kseberches, actual congregations, parishes.

MR: Was it stronger, was the Greek community stromgéewiston when you were growing
up?

JO: It was larger, and | think probably more cohesind active than it is now. You know, it’s,
| think as you get away from the im- | . . . Agkaeneration gets away from the immigrant



movement, you know, and more into the melting pttink the, not just the Greek community
but here the Irish and French communities have kymwv, fragmented. And, not in any
particularly contentious way, they just fragmendéed sort of drifted off. And those kind of
ethnic values may be there, but practiced as a aontynnot as much, or, as openly | think. |
think it's the same of all of those ethnic backgrds. But there’s a good community, | mean the
church is still fairly active. That small numbdrfamilies, that hundred or so families, of those
probably twenty or thirty families are very activ€here’s a church council and, you know,
fraternal organizations. There’s a fraternal orgation for men and a social organization for
women in the church. And they have a full timeeptihere, which is sort of a mark of a parish
that's still alive, you know. So it’s, it's herkut it's not particularly strong | don't think.

MR: Was the Greek community particularly politicadlgtive locally at the time you were
growing up?

JO: Not really, no, no. | mean, they vote. And thggu know, like most Mediterranean
ethnics, you know, they believe in the vote, theljidve in the process. They, I think, | think it's
probably fair to say that most of them are Demagraithough there were some Republicans
obviously. Senator [Olympia] Snowe and some offagrily and others were Republicans.
Although, she may have, I'm not sure that she mnghithave grown up as a Democrat and
became a Republican when she married Peter Snikavieave to ask her, I'm not sure. But |
think mostly the Greeks were Demaocrats here, yawkiblue collar labor Democrats, you
know, but not particularly active. Not many of thean for office, not many of them were in the
sort of party machinery so to speak.

MR: And so, it might be a little bit of a broad quest but what were some of your experiences
growing up evidently in the French community aroua ntelligible phrase)?

JO: No, not in the French community really, althougfe]l, | say that but certainly | hung
around my French grandmother quite a bit, more tlpnbably did my Greek grandmother.
My father went off to the war. And when he wernttofthe war, as was the case with a lot of
people, my mother, who was a homemaker at the tiide;t want to live alone and we moved
in with her mother. So for three years | livedhwity French grandmother, the three youngest
years of my life | lived with my French grandmothé&nd my mother was of six or seven kids
and, six | think, and quite friendly with all of naunts and uncles. And, but | think we, it's hard
not to say you grew up in the French community leeause obviously ninety percent of the
population, | don’t know if that’s the right numbéut a large percent of the population was
Franco-American. And when | was young, you knowthie forties and fifties, you know,
French was spoken quite freely and openly. And, kimow, you couldn’t get a job in a store,
you could but you, it was easier to get a job staae if you spoke both French and English,
etcetera, etcetera. So | guess | did grow upFreach community, but that doesn’t mean the
rest of the world here didn’t, we all did.

What was it like growing up? | mean, we lived isat of a mid-town tenement neighborhood.
We never owned our own home, we always lived iapartment. When | say mid-town, |
mean, you know, above the city par, but still nayk family homes in the neighborhood. A
tenement neighborhood just a block or so aboge¥) Field and the Central Maine Youth



Center area. And | had, you know, a pretty norgnaing up. | went to the local
neighborhood elementary school, actually the oldestting school in Lewiston at the time.
And then on to | guess what you’d call a juniorthigow, which was also, | think that might
have been a city-wide school, seventh and eiglatiegr And then on to Lewiston High School.
And, you know, pretty uneventful, unremarkable “@zand Harriet” growing up, you know.
Remember, it was the fifties.

MR: Were there any ethnic tensions or anything betvilee French and other communities?

JO: Well there were but not, not what, not in théég and sixties | think, | think that was
earlier, | think it started to fade pretty welltime fifties. | mean we never, my brother and | and
the kids | hung around with never experienced aegtgensions. And the bunch of people |
hung out with were pretty much of mixed nationaptyint of view, you know. There were kids,
Irish-American kids, and Greek-American, French-Aicen, Jewish kids and pretty much
everything, you know? And we didn’t feel any gresatsion. But | know my father says that
earlier on, you know, there were big fights andgdedhrown off the bridge between Lewiston
and Auburn and all that. There was certainly grealry between Lewiston and Auburn on the
kid level, you know, the two high schools and dithat kind of thing, but not, | don’t think

from, | didn’t experience a lot of tension from ethnic point of view.

MR: Okay, and | guess while we’re talking about Lewms how do you think in general,
maybe politically or economically or socially, Leston has changed in the time that you've
been living here?

JO: Well, certainly politically. Well it's changed iall three areas, politically, economically
and socially, you know. Certainly politically ithanged in that early in my life and into
probably, well, even when | ran for office in therlg seventies, the Democratic Party ruled,
period. And it wasn't, | don’t think that there svthis huge, you know, Tammany Hall or James
Michael Curley type boss or organization, but aelyahe party ruled by its, by just its sheer
numbers, you know. Back then there was, there what did they call that voting, | can’t even,
my memory is gone, but you know the voting . . .

MR: The big box?

JO: ... the big box voting, you know, that wasl stibund. | can’t remember when we
abolished that, | think it around through the €gti And even when it wasn’t, people looked for
the ‘D’ designation and voted that way. Ain’t soyanore, you know? | mean we have, | think
people vote for a personalityrintelligible word) locally here, they don’t vote that much on
issues. | mean it's amazing to me that Maine slsath liberal people when there are so many
conservative people here. But you know, they fotg@ersonalities and here in Lewiston | think
that’s the biggest change that’s taken place.t Bfrall, the party itself hasn’t held on to much
loyalty as a organization. People still registevote and enroll as Democrats but they don’t
necessarily get involved or feel like they’re pafra, you know, of a club, organization, machine
or anything else. So that's, that's | think pretiych gone.

People pay attention to, | don’t even know whatrégistration numbers are, I'm sure



Democrats are still well in control, but when ybink about that people are paying attention to
personalities, not to their enrollment, becausesgriOlympia Snowe elected. You see, you
know, Bill Cohen doing very well here year, you knalection after election after election.
There are still many more Democrats than Repuldidamthe delegation to the State House, but
you do see Republicans able to get elected here &bawros Mendros, who's a freshman
legislator got elected and beat an incumbent Deatpdohn Telow earlier on was a Republican
when | was serving. So there have been Republiwhnshave been able to be elected just by
hard work and not even hiding the fact that theyenRepublicans in any way.

So it's changed a lot in that you can’t count omvlston to deliver a Democratic majority to any
candidate, especially state wide or congressios#iat candidates, you just can’t any more,
doesn’t happen. And in fact, because it doesrppba, this becomes a very key place. If they
can keep, if they can win, if a Republican can ewiston-Auburn, especially Lewiston, or
keep the Democrat from having much of a margimakes a big difference in the congressional
race and in the state wide races. Joe Brennahikspportunity to go back to the Blaine House
against Jock McKernan in Jock’s second term primdrthink, because he didn’t do as well in
Lewiston as he should have. He won by five orosigeven thousand votes, but he should have
had a huge victory here. And when he ran agawntstn he ran the next time against, was it
against King | guess, he lost Lewiston, he losteleetion by two thousand votes statewide. So,
the old days when Lewiston could deliver a huge Benatic majority and deliver a huge margin
to statewide or congressional candidates is gémel the Democratic candidates recognize that
and it's become a point of real attention to bel paian election.

Economically, of course this was a mill town, atilexmill town; Auburn was a shoe town. This
was a cotton mill town and it isn’t any more, asftn isn’'t a shoe town any more. And that
has changed the economics dramatically. | meamntbovn Lewiston and downtown Auburn,
you know, economically pretty, pretty tough shdpé,that’s not necessarily because of the
mills and the shoe shops going away. | mean nmshtbwns have suffered that, and not that
many have enjoyed a successful renaissance, $o tioaparticularly indicative. Although it
does obviously create a problem, in that busineysesknow, this kind of town, Lewiston or
Auburn, you know, started from the river and campgeyou know.

You had the river then, the canals and the miltstaen the mill housing. And then as you went
uptown people who didn’t, other people who workedhie mills and then people who didn’t
work in the mills but served the people who workethe mills, and then the mill
superintendents. And you can just, if you look atap of Lewiston and you take the river and
go up Pine Street and look at the different blaaokg how they developed residentially, you can
just see what happened in Lewiston-Auburn. Waelt'thall changed.

Neighborhoods such as the one | grew up in, whierewgood middle class, hardworking
families, are now, you know, populated by your siant people. And crime rates are higher and
a lot of things are happening in those neighborbaggich would not attract the same make up
as there was there, when | lived there. The rafksgone. There’s been some diversification
and plenty of new jobs, but, but you know, | ddahink Lewiston has developed the kind of
energy | hoped it would back in the late sixtied aarly seventies when | was involved. And
while it has a much more diverse economy, I thirtias a struggling one.



Socially, I don’'t know. You know, | don’t pay atlof attention to the organized social life of
Lewiston-Auburn. So | don’'t have a lot to tell yabout that, except that certainly in the fifties,
and even into the sixties, | think the fraternajasiza-, for men, the fraternal organizations and
the private social clubs were important and muchenaative than they are now. And probably
the churches too. And I think now there’s lesthat sort of organized socialism.

MR: Okay. And actually you mentioned the social slsb now might be a good time to talk
about what the social clubs were like. Especiallthe fifties and sixties, how they were
significant politically and what some of the cluagually were and what they did, and who was
involved.

JO: Well, understand that there were two, | mearretheere two reasons, well, two reasons,
two kinds of social clubs. That might be the wayut it. First of all, understand that social
club meant that it was by membership, and literayiynembership. You had to have a
membership card to go through the door. Someeashtivere strictly social clubs to get by the
liquor laws. The liquor laws in Maine were suchttiiou could not serve hard liquor unless you
were a hotel, a Class A restaurant, defined byétere of the volume of sales of food versus
liquor, or a private organization. So those whatsd to drink in a bar and have hard liquor had
those choices. They could go to a hotel, a Classsfaurant or a private club. Other than that
you had to have a tavern license or whatever, andkpow, you sold beer or beer and wine.

So some of the social clubs sprung up strictlyebly the liquor license. LA Working Mens
Club, the United Social Club, some of these cluBst they became, because people went there
to drink and socialize with each other, they becaomewhat cohesive.

Some of the other clubs sprung up around the smmevstovement, which was, you know,
social-slash-athletic movement of sorts basederFtanco-American culture and tradition.
And, you know, hooked into a network of snowsha#slthroughout the state and into New
Hampshire and up into Quebec province, you knovwererthey actually had snowshoe parades
and snowshoe races. And then the rest of theityeas a drinking club and a card playing club,
and whatever other kind of sort of illegal gamblthgt they could get away with in the club
when people weren’t looking.

One of the things about the clubs, they were vessnBeratic, with a big D. They were very
homogenous, they were very popular, and they vofed! you could depend on the clubs to
deliver you a lot of votes. And if you got the lolsi so-called endorsement, which was a pretty
informal thing, you know, you show up and drinkeavftimes and sort of court the favor of the
club officers and they pretty much put the word thatt that was the guy to vote for in that
particular election. And it was a way to get adduof votes fast, you know, like the labor union
or teachers union endorsement. Having the clulssinvportant in Lewiston and meant that you
could count on a ton of votes. And those of us varofor public office from time to time knew
it and made sure that we paid attention to it.

MR: So at the time that you were running in the eselyenties, they were still a huge factor in
(unintelligible word)?



JO: Oh yeah, oh yeah. One of the things | did icted@ season, | was going to all the clubs.
They all had published schedule, published schegloled talk to the officers and say, “When
are there going to be a lot of people there?” Ugugou know, there were parties scheduled as
the, see they would have their Christmas partidstlamse kinds of holiday parties fairly early.

A couple reasons. One I think to accommodate l#netiens and have the politicians come in
and, you know, curry favor with them, but secongause | think, you know, get those parties
out of the way. They were somewhat raucous pariéesl they had strippers and drinking and
all, before the family stuff started, the more, ymow, the more religious and family aspects of
the holiday took, took hold. So they’d have thtsags early. So when you were running for
election, you know, you’d go to all those partiesdéuse you'd have a chance to talk to three
hundred guys who voted, “yay”. And, you know, @ucould get the officers to be friendly to
your candidacy, you were the one they were goinguite to the party. Your opponent didn’t.

Now remember, in 19-, in the nineteen sixties and ithe seventies, and | don’t know when it
changed, we ran city wide. There were six houatssa Lewiston. Everybody ran for the six
house seats, and the top six voters, vote getténthg seats. So you might have ten, twelve,
fifteen people running for six seats. The topm@ople got the seats, went to the legislature, the
others didn’t. So when you ran for the legislatyme, as opposed to now where legislators run,
| don’t know how many people are in a district irikle. It's supposed to be, you know,
redistricted so that they’re fairly even. But, lemer, whatever the number is, back then if you,
it was all different. If you were running in Lewos, you were running for, you know, thirteen,
fourteen thousand voters voted, that's who you wenaing for, you know, for the votes of
those people. In Portland it might be even moabse it was a bigger city. If you were
running out in Buckfield it might be two hundredtes or whatever, you know. So it was
different than it is now where everybody’s sortwfning after the same amount of votes. But
you ran city wide, so the clubs became very impurteecause they could deliver a large block
of people to you as votes.

MR: Okay, so, actually just to get a little bit oetbhronology here, you were in the state
legislature starting, | have until ‘72 but | doktiow when you started.

JO: I was in the state legislature, | only went omart because | didn't particularly care for it.
But | was in the 105th, which was 1971-72, whiclswaactly fifty years after my grandfather
who was in 1921. And we had the same seat, seab#at was kind of fun. | mean |
requested that seat because my grandfather hadasn’'t by chance. So | was in only that one
term. | returned to Lewiston in 1968, late sumwiet968, started practicing law. | practiced
law for twenty years here before | went in the mg$iome business, and | returned in 1968 and
| ran for my first public office, elected officen L1971, or 1970, | took office in January of ‘71.

MR: And actually | should, one thing | forgot to askjat were some of the names of the clubs
that were the most important in Lewiston?

JO: Oh, Le Montagnard was probably the largest anstpolitically active of sort of block
vote club that there was. And then there was ttr@éClub, the Pastime Club, the Richelieu,
the United Social, Lewiston Social, L&A Working Malub, those were the ones that | visited.



| was a lifetime, ana lifetime member of the Montagnard Club. | hdvbeen in years. That
was run, usually they were run by the, sort oftteasurer or president of the club sort of ran the
club and also sort of really owned the club. Ulsuie treasurer of the club ran the business
aspects of the club, the bar, the food, the gamlaird supported the social activities of the club
with part of the profits. And [they] took the restthe profits home, put themselves on the
salary, on the payroll for salary to take out tbst of the money, which is how you got by the
sort of non-profit aspects of the club.

And the Montagnard Club, which was the largest, masby a fellow named Roland Tanguay,
who was a state rep, and had in its membershiprdoeuof the delegation. And not just, | mean
my membership was given to me because | was itethslature and then mayor, you know.

And they were very supportive of me. In fact | mag inaugural party at the club, one of my
two terms as mayor. And so they were pretty friigndut Roland Tanguay was in the
legislature, Albert Cote who was a state legislaB®orge Ricker who was a state legislator was
a bartender there. So there were quite a few wdre wot only members but truly were active
members of the club, of that club. So that wadabdy the most important of the clubs and the
largest.

MR: And do you have any just stories or anecdotestabue in the clubs ougintelligible
word)?

JO: We, you know, I, just two quick sideline commentsnean it was, if you got into the spirit
of it when you were campaigning, they were fun efato go. Because everybody had some
bitch with government and wanted you to hear aliarid talk about it. And they were, you
know, good hard working blue collar people who, ¥oow, needed and wanted a place to go.
And so the clubs | thought were okay, you knovmelan they were certainly not, you know,
they weren't, they weren't the International Pr€&sb and they didn’t put on interesting
intellectual exercises or programs, but they wem@dgplaces to go, with good hard working
people, and | enjoyed them. | remember the Morgedy€lub when | went campaigning, either
for the legislature or mayor, | don’t remember amyre which one, going there at their
Christmas party and not having ever been to omegltib’s Christmas parties before. First of all
amazed that there were that many people thereeahnt was jammed with people. Second of
all, amazed at how sort of raucous. And, for me wias, you know, | came out of a fairly quiet
family background and | was already married andtiad by then two or three kids, at least two
and maybe three kids. Two, yeah, probably two kiglthen, my daughter was born just before |
was elected mayor. | mean, there were strippedggambling and drinking and having a wild
old time. And | was expected to, at some poirthaevening they were going to call this crew
to order and have me say something. And I thougtaw the hell can | get up and say
anything,” you know, regarding issues or anythitsg dike that, you know, | mean it would be a
joke. I'd be, you know, they’d start throwing bdmattles at me. So I didn’t, you know. | was
introduced and said some innocuous friendly wolasiahow, that it was wonderful to be there
and they were wonderful people. And in the miduflé all, out of the corner of my eye, |
realized that they were sending one of the strippeer while | was talking, with, you know,
just a pair of panties on and nothing else and mgalier chest in my face trying to distract me.
Well, she did distract me very well. I'm trying talk, and kept watching this woman walking in
front of me and shaking her chest, and | thougkitdody could ever believe this is how | got



elected.”

The only other thing, the only other little anealbhave is that my ex-wife, my first wife had a
very good idea when | was running for mayor. Amattis, that why didn’t she and the baby
come with me to the clubs and, with posters forat@gtion, and we would be sure that way that
they’d never turn away. And she was pregnantetithe and was sort of pushing a carriage
with the second child, and so we did. We wentowrdto lower Lisbon Street from club to club
and bar to bar with my election posters being bgldny pregnant wife while | pushed the
carriage with the other baby. And | got a postenvary window that way. | don’t even know
what the clubs are like now, though, I really don’t

MR: Okay, well, actually when did you meet your wided . . .?

JO: When did | meet my first wife? In school, cokegou know. We were married right after
we both graduated, immediately, within a week @fdgration.

MR: And where did you go to school?

JO: | went to Georgetown University undergraduateosthand American University law
school.

MR: And how did you, actually when did your intergspolitics start, was that during
undergrad school or before or after?

JO: No, before. My interest in politics started @5%. And since this is a Muskie project it's
coincidental but probably significant that it searwith my father and Alton Lessard, Tom
Delahanty and Frank Coffin, and they were all suppg Ed Muskie when he was running for
governor in 1954. And | was eleven years old ardwere riding from, we had gone down to
Rumford to talk with the senator and we were riddagk from that meeting with Muskie. And
that was the first time | met him. And | was, ktgar sick, almost ruined some of his
nomination petitions. Because I, my job, they ganeea job. | was in the back seat and | was
eleven and | was put to work as a politician alyeallly job was to go over the nomination
petitions and make sure that the names were legitleéhe towns that they had, that they lived
in were, you know, corresponded to the town théipethad certified in, and on and on. And |
was getting car sick reading them, | remember,saythg to my father, “I'm going to throw up
right on these things if | can’t take a break Hei®o my first exposure as insignificant as it was
was to a Muskie election in 1954.

And | probably, | knew it was in my blood. | meany father was very active and, while never
running for office, very active in the party anél@flthe elections and, you know, was very
friendly with all of the folk, the Democrats of thera, you know. And my grandfather on my
French side, you know, was as | said both a cevant and an elected official in his life. So
politics was in our household always, you know, esdes and the party were talked about
always.

But my active start and interest came, uh, in Wagbh because my sophomore year at



Georgetown | went to work for Muskie. And | workemt him until the day | left Washington.
And in fact George Mitchell hired me. George waes ¢xecutive assistant in the office in 196-,
in the fall of 1962 and he hired me to work in tfice while | was at Georgetown. And then he
left somewhat soon thereafter, | can’t remembectiyxahen, and came back up to Maine. But
| stayed in the office and worked there until Idpated from Georgetown. And then Muskie
politically appointed me, a patronage appointmtmtmy law school years, | worked in the U.S.
Senate post office on a patronage appointmenty fiad, for students they had three kinds of
patronage appointments: U.S. Senate post offieeJttited States capitol police force, and the
elevators, operating the elevators. And a numbpeople here in Maine, a number of whom
you'll interview, had those jobs when we went tb@al in Washington, and mine was in the
post office. | worked in the post office for thrgears until | left, but because | was in the post
office | would also volunteer and do stuff in tHéice. 1'd been there in the office for three
years before. So that was probably where | gamgdnost significant and serious interest in
continuing in politics when | returned home wasaayrking Capitol Hill all those years.

And then, | mean, think about when | was theranpfd®62 to 1968. | mean | was there through
some of the, you know, contemporarily some of tiggdst things that happened in politics in
three decades, you know. The Kennedy assassindi®King assassination, the Kennedy
assassination again, the riots of ‘68, becausdn’dieave Washington until August of '68. So |
was there right through the riots. Had to havafa passage placard for my car to drive through
Washington to go to work at the post office, beedts work four o’clock in the morning. So it
was a very interesting time to be there. So if wawe in Washington, going to one of the
Washington universities, working on Capitol Hillrthg that time period in your life, it would be
pretty hard to not come away from it being someaterested in politics. Not necessarily in
running for office but certainly in politics.

MR: And what was George Mitchell and the rest ofstadf like to work with in Muskie’s
office?

JO: Oh, good. | mean, we had a great bunch of petph there, a number of whom are
around. George of course, Bob Shepherd was trethegpress secretary. Bob’s now, he’s
probably on the interview list, he’s down in Brunskv He’s a successful businessman in
Brunswick now. Gayle Fitzgerald, who is deceasad,rshe was Gayle Cory after she was
married, Buzzy Fitzgerald’s sister, was there dral\gas the senator’s private secretary and sort
of the mother hen of the office. She was a Iduafto work with. It was a great, great crew of
people. And | learned a lot watching and listenyau know. | was a young part-time college
student employee. | wasn’t exactly, you know, @egjin writer or big policy maker, but | really
learned a lot and enjoyed working in the office.

MR: How would you, just from observing other peopieyour own work there, how was
Muskie’s relation with his staff, and what was ke lwhen he was in the office?

JO: He was distant. He was, as you know, highlylletéual, one of the brightest and most
articulate men that probably have come out of mogelitics. But he did not suffer fools easily
and he was, | think, somewhat careful about whpibtieed to be close, you know, he . . .



MR: Actually, I'm sorry to interrupt but | want togtiturn the tape.
JO: Go ahead.

End of Sde A, Tape One
Sde B, Tape One

MR: This is the second side of the interview withrd@restis on August 20th, 1999.

JO: He was close to George, and I'm sure otherseroffice as he cho-, | mean he picked who
he wanted to be close to. And other than that & relatively distant and had a short temper,
very short fuse. You know, if you were at the siriow end of the totem pole as | was, you
know, you didn’t have a lot of contact with him amay to day basis, you know. Saw him, said
“Hello,” that kind of thing. His wife would come the office and be a hell of a lot more
friendly than he was. She was and is a lovely.ld8yt, you know, you felt the greatness. |
mean the man was just very, very bright and vetigwdate and well read, well educated, well
spoken, and thoughtful. And it was pretty excitingvork around somebody who was that way,
for somebody, you know, who was as young as | aagd,sort of just getting used to being an
adult, it was pretty good. But he was tough toknor. | didn’'t work for him directly, | mean |
didn’t have to answer to him directly unless, yowwWw, | dropped something and broke it and he
got pissed off as hell, which didn’t happen.

It's funny, though, later on when | was on patramagthe post office, | had a key, as a postal
employee, | delivered the mail. | worked at folglack in the morning, we sorted all of the
mail, bundled it up, and then around seven o’ciodkie morning we delivered it to all the
offices. And then you, and Muskie’s office wasrop route of delivery. | wasn’t working in

the office then, just volunteering from time to énbut his office was on my delivery route. And
| used to set up the route so that he was almeda#t place | would stop. And if | could get the
route done early enough you didn’t have to, youndjgou finished delivering fairly early but
you couldn’t punch out until eight o’clock, puncbur card and go off to school. | would nap on
his couch. And one time | overslept and he caneany. He was never in at seven o’clock in
the morning, or at least | never saw him. Butthat morning came in relatively early like seven
thirty, quarter of eight and woke me, gave metkelghake and said, “You’re not working in the
office.” 1 said, “No, Senator, I'm your post manHe said, “What are you doing?” | said, “I'm
taking a nap.” He said, “Well I'm in a little egrdnd | need the office.” | said, “No problem,
I’'m outta here.” But he was, he was friendly abibaind it was kind of cute.

MR: What were some of the times that you witnesseddmper, you mentioned his temper a
little while ago?

JO: See, | volunteered to the campaign in ‘72 ardnikt that the, he was pretty tired out. | had
Brown County in Wisconsin, | was on the advancentéar Brown county, Wisconsin. A guy
named Clark Tyler ran the advance team, he wasechpwriter and freelance writer in
Washington, and he ran the advance team in Céagk[Brown] County which was where Green
Bay, which is where Green Bay is. And | went dugre, | was there in February and March,
lovely time to be in Green Bay. | actually was goged to be in the Florida primary, but |



missed the plane flight and got assigned to Gremniistead of Florida in February. | never
missed another plane. Anyway, | think probablyae pretty frazzled and pretty worn out and
pretty much on the end of, you know, his though#&t he might win this thing by then. And |
think probably that'swhere | withessed his shorsnafstemper the most, during the travels
through Clark $ic] [Brown] County and through Green Bay. He wag uesy distracted from
anything but this campaign and very short with bimg that interfered with his focus on it, very
short tempered with that. And I've watched himlexe with secret service people and with the
campaign staff two or three times.

And the time that | saw, it wasn't his temper asmas, | was upset by his personality that
particular day. It was his birthday in March o2;4 don’t even remember when his birthday is,
you might not know either, maybe March, Februariarch because that’s when | was there
and it was his birthday, the day of his birthd&nd we were staying in | think a place called the
Northland Hotel, or something like that, in GreesyBWisconsin. It's interesting, when you're
an advance person you always stayed at or usecttitmrs who would let you bill the campaign
in Washington because nobody had any money, ancatheaign didn’t really have any money.
So if you get the bill sent to Washington you did@ave to worry about it again. You left town
before it ever became a problem. And they did brecproblems especially in a campaign that
was losing at the end, you know, there was no mos®y but this hotel must have been one of
which we could bill Washington, and that was a ghyase, bill Washington.

So we were staying there and he had been on theiatiday doing other things. | had sort of
actually been with him most of the day doing radierviews and we had had a little birthday
celebration, or we were going to have birthdaylmelgon. We’d had the day of doing radio
interviews and that kind of thing. And we werergpup in the elevator, and there was Muskie
and two Secret Service agents and myself and dadeye were going up to his suite. And she
hadn’t seen him all day, and it was his birthd&pne was trying to get him to pay attention to
her, and he was reading these self-serving, plammgratulatory telegrams from, you know,
Democratic governors and Congress people from arthestate, around the country. And
really it got under my skin. | thought to mysélfwill never treat my spouse like that’, you
know? He was just short tempered and aloof artdritis And she was trying to get him to just
look at her and pay attention to the fact thatwas, that they were together for the first time
that day on his birthday. He just sort of lookkbtigh her. Pissed me off. | thought, ‘wow,
I’'m donating my time to this guy?’ | got over iétause in fact, you know, the, I really did
believe in, in, that he would have been a gooddeadd a good president. But his personality
was tough.

That was an interesting trip in Wisconsin becabhs¢ was where some of the sort of dirty trick
stuff took place. That's where they had a delivariike, you know, a hundred pizzas to the
(unintelligible phrase), you heard about that?

MR: Oh yeah, | heard about that.
JO: So | got to sort of be a small part of historgtthdidn’t realize would ever be a part of

history. For us it was just, what the hell wastladise pizzas, what do we do with, what do we do
now. And | also had a great time on that trip liseal caught, | . .Rolling Stone was covering



the campaign of course, and they were coveringrGBag in particular because it was Muskie’s
birthday and George Wallace was coming into towtha&ibig show. He used to travel with
entertainment and they would put on sort of thisnty entertainment, so to guarantee a good
crowd that way. And we were amazed at how entktisithe response was to all of that
entertainment. Muskie’s campaign was dying by tlaexd how we had such a hard time to just
get enough people in the room for his birthday skenit feel like it was anything. It was very
difficult work, very difficult work. Unintelligible word) was difficult work anyway, but it's
particularly difficult if a campaign is dying. Banyway, it was interesting for me because | got
a chance to hang out with tRelling Stone people. And the guy who was covering, God, his
name escapes me now [Timothy Cruise], but wroteak lzalledBoys on the Bus or something

like that. And it was the story of the media oa tampaign and | spent a couple evenings
drinking with him, he was an interesting guy. Atttk woman photographer accompanying him
didn’t mean a damn thing to me at the time. It iasie Leibowitz who became, you know,
and is one of the country’s foremost political dashion photographers. At the time she was
just like 1, just a kid making her way and shootpigtures forRolling Stone. Anyway, so that,
that’s a long answer to your question, when havérnessed his temper, but it gives you some
flavor of some of the things that went on back then

We, in being an advance person, it was a job ticattdeally have much definition. Except that
you made sure that the candidate was well takenafathat he knew who was whom in the
party machinery in a particular area he was vigitilYou always stood just behind him, just
behind his ear, and whispered names to him aswieey approaching him. People you had
spent the last four days getting to know and haenand the senator he had met that person
before, you know. Like, here comes Henry Jacob's, & local lawyer, you know, and he
donated five hundred dollars to your campaign. Arschand would go out and it would be, “Hi
Henry,” you know. It was, it was fun and you fiie you were contributing something by
making him look good in those circumstances. A know, you had to get him around on a
very tight schedule in a timely manner and workhwite Secret Service to make sure that
happened, so it was, it was fun.

| remember we were doing a banquet for him, | thinkas in Green Bay, it was certainly in that
county. And there was a guy there, was a Poliskigimaker, and because the senator was of
Polish descent, this guy thought he had some dpmmaection with the senator. And he just
wanted to be with him all the time, with him aletiime. And the senator said to Clark Tyler,
who was running the advance team, “Clark get rithisf guy, he’s driving me crazy and I'm
going to haul off and let him have it.” And he med. So Clark said to me, “We got to get rid
of him.” | can’t remember the guy’s name, the plittle pickle maker. But he said, “We've got
to get rid of this guy.” And | said, “What do youean get rid of him?” He said, “I don’t know,

| haven’t figured it out yet but you’ve got to get of him because the senator’s going to be
coming down and into the banquet shortly.” Sos&id, “I know. Go up to him and tell him the
senator wants to speak with him privately and bhimg into that little holding room over there.
And once you’ve got him in there, we’ll lock him’inAnd we did. And then we just claimed to
the guy that, “Gee, we didn’'t know the door hadckbxt and we didn’t hear you pounding.” And
we left him in there for forty minutes. He wasawgry, but he believed us in the end. We just
didn’t know, we went to get the senator and we ¢is$ed the door so you'd have some privacy
and he got tied up doing other things and we didgdtize the door was locked. We actually



locked the guy up for forty minutes to keep Mudkappy. And then the other thing that
happened on that trip, | just, these things areatiing back to me, | haven't thought about
them in thirty years.

MR: It's great.

JO: The other thing that happened on that trip thed Wind of fun was, you would have, like,
here we would arrange . . . If we were doing araade trip and we were bringing in the
campaign and the campaign had no money, we woutd geople like, well like Shep Lee. And
say Shep, look, you know, you're a good Democrdtyaru own a car dealership and we're
bringing this campaign in and we need six cars, kmaw, for two days. For nothing, he’'d just
give them to us. So we did that in Green Bay. Weat to a local Democratic car dealer and we
said “Listen, the campaign’s coming in and we nigeee station wagons for the media and we
need three cars for the campaign and we need thetwd days,” and you know, blah-blah-blah.
And they gave them to us.

Getting ready to leave on the last day and we hadgbed station wagons to each of the
networks so that they wouldn’t have to hassle aeg tould, | mean you're insuring coverage
for yourself so it's the right thing to do. Wele of the networks, | can’t remember which one,
didn’t want to give up the station wagon. Theyrdidvant to get back on the bus with
everybody and have to load all their Goddamn eqaigrn the belly of the bus and ride on the
bus to wherever it was going next, Milwaukee or tgliar. So they were going to hold onto the
station wagon and they wouldn’t give me back thgskeAnd the busses were getting ready to
leave and the station wagon was full of their gaad they were having a cup of coffee in the
Northland. And they had locked up the station wadeld onto the keys and they were just
going to take it. And they said to me, “You'll jusave to catch up with it in Milwaukee.” And

| said, “I can’t do that.” And they said, “You dbhave a choice, we’'ve got the keys, we've got
the station wagon, you're screwed.” So | went deeClark Tyler, the guy who was running the
advance team, | said, “Clark, they’re taking onewf cars.” He said, “Dammit.” He said, he
was so fast, he said, “Did you ever see a carcialtd run on four flat tires?” | said, “No.” He
just smiled and nodded. So | went over and urftkdstems on all four tires and watched the car
go right down on its rims. Those guys came owy thaw that, and they went bullshit. And |
said, “Gee, how do you think that could have happé@nShall | help you move your equipment
to the bus?” So, other than a call to the dealdrAAA to get the car back to him, we saved the
car from going to Milwaukee. Anyway.

MR: Well yeah, that's some pretty interesting stoyies’ve got there, yeah.
JO: Yeah, had a good time.

MR: Sounds like you did. Did you work on any othampaigns for Muskie later on, like in
76 or?

JO: No. Seventy-two is really my last, oh, othemthgou know, my last official sort of
campaign staff involvement. | mean I've been ineal in campaigns from, like | said, | was
eleven until now, you know.



MR: Kind of fundraising kind of thing?

JO: Yeah, fund raising, and event productions, yoovkmare my, sort of my fortes, yeah. |
don’t lick envelopes any more.

MR: Leave it for the college studentsintelligible phrase). And so did you have much
contact, well, when you were mayor was ‘73 to ‘76?

JO: Seventy-three, yeah, correct.

MR: Okay. And actually you worked a lot on the moclgés programs and with the National
League of Cities. So did you have much contadt Witiskie through that work?

JO: Staff contact and, you know, remember that, yoovk when you’re a mayor and your
ego’s as big as a house, you know, you think yoarrequal by then. And yeah, | had contact
with him, you know, as an elected official, you knoWe were, you know, grand marshals of
parades together and at social/political eventsttay and that kind of thing. And certainly his
office, because | had worked there all those yaadsnow | was mayor, was the place | went to
for, you know, as a go-to place for things | needede for Lewiston or for constituents,
whatever. But, you know, you always dealt with ple®ple running the office, certainly not with
the senator himself, except when he showed upviemts and you were the mayor.

MR: And actually there was an issue | was readingiaboncerning Nixon’s budget cuts that
resulted in, the paper reported a 7.7 million ddias of federal funding to Lewiston. And, do
you remember some of the model cities project bgweas pretty hard hit by that and you were,
you took a stand against that. Do you remembet thiad . . .?

JO: | don’'t remember honestly. Model cities wasantfmy first involvement in politics when |
came back to Lewiston. | was appointed by the thagor, | think it was, it must have been
John Beliveau, to the model cities committee aretiigally to chair the task force on housing.
It was sort of interesting because then | becanealeestate developer as well as a lawyer and |
think mostly because | learned how as a modelscgigy. And so then | was involved in model
cities, you know, from its very inception right dmwough. | went from the model cities
committee to being appointed to the job of citpatey, civil work, not city attorney meaning

I’'m prosecuting crime. They called it the corp@atcounsel. | was, Beliveau appointed me as
corporation counsel, then Bob Clifford who followlein as mayor appointed me as corporation
counsel for two terms. And so | worked with modiges all through that time, and then of
course when | became mayor. And Henry Bourgeoms was the library director of all things,
but very bright and a lot of ambition and a lohotzpah. | thought he was being wasted at the
library so | pushed to have him come over and bdehaities director, which he did. And he’s
now the president of the Maine Development Foundat Augusta and has had some very
good leadership jobs ever since those model dags. But | don’t remember specifically the
Nixon cuts, | really don't.

MR: Were there some other aspects in the model evwdek, does anything at all during your



time as mayor or before that you remember thatdstat, or some issues that you . . .?

JO: Only that | thought it was, you know, obviouslg@od program for us. The late sixties and
early seventies for Lewiston were very banner y&ara a domestic spending point of view,
federal domestic spending point of view. We useshtop the domestic programs catalogue,
literally like we were going to WalMart and shopgifor something. We’d look for programs
that fit Lewiston and go after them. And | spembtaof time back and forth to Washington both
as city attorney and then as mayor sort of chasiege applications. And using Muskie’s office
as the pressure point to get some of these thioigs the best we could in a Republican
administration, you know. But, you know, we ha, built a high school, a fire station, multi
purpose center which is also an elementary scha®@wage treatment plant, hundreds of units
of low income family and low income elderly housingny other public buildings? Trying to
think. | think not, not during my years. But aflthose things were built during those years, sort
of the heyday of the domestic program years. éstarg that, when you think about it, that you
had a Nixon administration trying to sort of stbp train but the train was really rolling down
the track from the Johnson years. And, you knaw domestic spending was huge for a while
there. It was wonderful for Lewiston.

MR: Do you remember any people who were trying towhup obstacles to Muskie’s program,
or critics of the program, either within the Repaah Party or within the Democratic Party?

JO: Remember there was no real Republican Partyihérewiston. Democratic Party, | don’t
remember, | honestly don’t. Some if | make it ugeally don't.

MR: And what were some of your, what exactly was yolg on the City Policy Leadership
Issues Task Force, was that . . .?

JO: I don’'t even know what that is.

MR: Okay.

JO: What is, what was that?

MR: I’'m not sure. | remember reading an ar-, wathight have been just a headline from the
Sun-Journal, but it says in late ‘73 you were named to itwdts, it must have been part of the

National League of Citiesuqintelligible word).

JO: Oh, well | can tell you my National League of Cétieareer because it's somewhat
interesting.

MR: Okay.

JO: The National League of Cities, there were twaamatl organizations that dealt with cities.
There was the U.S. Conference of Mayors and thehetLeague of Cities. U.S. Conference
of Mayors was pretty much a big city organizatidmaei sort of highlighted full-time big city

mayors. And it was both a complimenting and coiitipetorganization to the National League



of Cities. National League of Cities was much leiggepresented the smaller . . . the big cities
were part of the National League of Cities alsd,tbay sort of had their own little deal where
they could showcase their mayors over at the Udaféence. National League of Cities had
something like fifteen thousand town and city merapand it was the industry trade association
for towns and cities and mayors. And, not city agars who had their own organization called
the National Association, National Conference osd@sation of City Managers. And so it was
for elected officials and sort of official, you kmpcorporate representation of the towns and
cities. One of the big influential, still is, bigfluential organization.

It was being run by a fellow, executive directorondt that time, a guy named Pritchard, Allen
[E.] Pritchard who at that time was one of the fdplic interest group leaders in Washington.
They called them the PIGS, the public interest gsp@and National League of Cities was one of
the PIGS, one of the recognized large PIGS. Andchhehe deal, and he had run into some
serious financial trouble.

Well, one of the guys who was well connected withi@ National League of Cities was a guy
named John Salisbury who headed up the Maine Mpaliéissociation. And when | got elected
mayor John and | were friendly and we got alongegqwell. John said to me, “You know, we
haven't in a long time had a member of the boardirgctors, National Board of Directors of the
League of Cities, from Maine, do you want to takemat it? | can, you know, help you get
elected.” | said, “Sure, be fun.” So we had camwention in Puerto Rico, San Juan, and | went
to the convention as a newly elected small timalsaity, mayor who knew nobody. And | got
put, it would be like having the convention in Pamtd and staying in a small hotel in Gray,
that’s how far away they put me from the conventienter. | was in this hotel, the room was
abysmal. The damn thing leaked, the roof leakezlptpes that were running through that ran
the air conditioning | guess, leaked. And theyd ex@ had to move the bed so we wouldn’t get
wet. My ex-wife and | went to this convention ttuer.

Well, the second day of the convention, the nonmgatommittee met and | was named to the
slate to be elected to the board of directors. iNatmmg committee met and reported out at ten
o’clock in the morning on the second day of a foay convention. By noon of that day, | had a
driver and a police car assigned to me, and | wageh from that hotel to a suite in the
convention headquarters hotel, because | was goibhg on the board. And, you know, | was
twenty-nine years old and | had, you know, | wasrall town guy and my head grew about
eight sizes that day, you know. Anyway, | got &ddco the board and, am | taking too much
time?

MR: Oh, no, actu-, no, this is good.

JO: Okay. | got elected to the board and during tleatvention, you know, because | was
elected to the board, met all the big city mayoh®were very welcoming, nice guys. Came
back to Lewiston, thanked John Salisbury for hejpire, sort of settled back into my normal
everyday life of doing divorces and wills and defiexy drunken drivers, and being mayor and
having fun. | got a call one day in city hall. \Wad a part time secretary, took care of the
mayor, and she said, “John, there’s a guy named Biadley who says he’s the mayor of Los
Angeles on the phone for you.” And | said, “Wdlgm Bradley is the mayor of Los Angeles,” |



said, let’s, | said, “I met him once, let's se&’d really him and, I'm sure it is but what this i
about | have no idea.” So | picked it up. Braddays, “John.” | said, “Well, Tom.” Anyway,
he and | became friends. And he was a, he wasyabvigiht politically astute leader and he
knew what he was doing and he did it quite wele d4did to me, I, “As a new member of the
board I'd like to appoint you to a committee, yavan’t been appointed to a committee yet, I'd
like to appoint you to the budget and audit conamitt

And the budget and audit committee was sort ofitveasn’t a policy committee, but it was an
operational committee, it was the key to the wiggddamn operations because it controlled the
finances in the association. And it wasn’t a cotteeithat you put, you know, a freshman
mayor from Lewiston, Maine on. And I’'m saying tyself, “Wow, you know, this is pretty
cool.” So | said, “Sure, sure Tom, I'll serve.’o 8e said, “Well we're having a special meeting
in Chicago next Tuesday and you need to be therause we’ve got some financial difficulties
we need to look at.” | said, “Okay.” He said, fOdational League of Cities and they’ll
arrange for a ticket and all that stuff for yourideblah-blah-blah. So I fly out to Chicago and
Bradley’s waiting for me and with him are mayorswb or three of the other large cities that
are running things. Carlos Romero was the may&aof Juan and Tom. And I'm sitting there
and, you know, I’'m the only guy there that’s fromity under hundreds of thousands of people.
And I'm wondering what the hell is going on, bumIpretty flattered by it, and I, boy, | must be
pretty smart, you know?

Tom says to me, “Well, you know, as the junior memtif this committee we have an
assignment for you.” And | said, “Oh, what woutét be?” “We want you to go fire the
executive director.” | said, “What?” I'm twentyine years old, this guy is, you know, the big
shot executive director with the limousine andlab crap. And we’re in Chicago where I've
never been in my life, and they’re telling me gdris guy’s suite, you know. And I've got a
room the size of a corner of this conference roammad, go to this guy’s suite and fire him. And |
said, “What do you mean fire him?” “Well, he’s naged this thing into a sinkhole financially
and he’s got to go, and somebody’s got to tell lang you're elected.” So | said, “Okay, I'll do
it.” And they said, “Don’t take any crap from himow.”

So | got up to this guy’s suite and | knock on doer, and he answers. And | said, “Mr.
Pritchard,” “Oh no, it's Alan,” | said, “Alan,” says, “I don’t know if you remember me, John
Orestis, | just got elected.” “Oh, of course, Jotmme on in.” So I go in and sit down and |
said, well, um, um, and I’'m stuttering and stammgand | don’t know how to get to it. And he
says, “Let me make it easy for you, you're herériome.” | said, “Well, | wouldn’t put it that
way.” You know, I'm backing away already, you knowe said, “I told you | was going to
make it easy for you.” And he pulls a letter olihis pocket. He says, “This is my letter of
resignation, you can have it provided,” and hegatiother sheet of paper out of his pocket and
he said, “you get the committee to approve my paeKa

And he had, he knew it was coming, he had outle&dhole package for himself, you know. 1
can’t remember what it was but it was things Iwe tyears’ salary, continued use of the
limousine for six months, you know, two years ofdical benefits. All stuff to ensure that he
have an orderly transition into another job or iregbrement or whatever he finally ended up
doing, and | don’t remember what he ended up dofgd he said, “You can be a hero.” He



said, “You can go back down to that committee amal gan tell them you talked me into
leaving.” He said, “and you'll have a good time foe next couple years on the board because
you’ll be the hero that got rid of me.” | said, hat are you doing this to me for?” He said, “I'm
going to get fired anyway.” He said, he said,didsto myself, whoever they send up as a
sacrificial lamb to deliver the news to me, I'm ggito make him a hero, so,” he said, “you’re
it.”

Well, | go back down and | say, “I can get a letiat of him, of resignation,” | said, “I can get it
provided we can negotiate some terms with him."d Aa | pull out this little sheet of paper and
we go down the things, yes, yes, yes, yes, yesthand he goes. So | said to Bradley, “That
was okay,” | said, you know, “I got through thatagk’ | said, “I hope the rest of this job isn’t
quite as difficult,” or something like that. Ane& Isaid, “Oh no, he said, the second part of the
job, he said, you're going to love. I’'m going fop®int you to the search committee to find a
new guy.” | said, “That could be fun.” He sai@Hi it will be. You'll get a chance to, you
know, go around the country and do interviews with or three other mayors and,” he said,
“you’ll enjoy it.” And he did.

And so, there’s a point to this whole story. Sodeethe interviews with a whole bunch of
people. | get friendly with the acting directortb& association who was the deputy director, a
guy named Alan Beals, and Alan says to me, “Jolihyau champion my cause on the search
committee?” | want to, you know, I've got my amatiion in, | want to be the director. You
know, I've been working here for ten years as t@stant director and,” he said, “I want to be
the director.” He said, “I know they’re going tary in, you know, there are going to be some
real hot shots from outside organizations thatafipl this job, this is a very attractive job.”
And, he said, “I'd like you to be my champion.” éhe said, you know, “You're young and
you’re new and,” he said, “you have no ties witlylzody, you have no axes to grind so,” he
said, you know, “you’ll be listened to.” While yauon't be as influential as some of the other
people, you'll be listened to just because you havexe to grind.” | said, “Sure, I'll be your
champion.” 1 liked him and I'd spent a bunch ofé& with him over the last couple weeks
organizing the search committee. And so what veédee to do was take this whole pile of
resumes, go through them. We hired a consultant & search firm to help us, and winnowed
the applications down to a manageable bunch toviete. Interview those people, and then get
it down to three people that we would recommenithéofull board of directors to pick from
those three, the one who would be the executivextlir. So we did the job. We went around
the country, did interviews, we, | think we pickigteen or twenty people and we interviewed in
the east, the middle and the west. And | discal/érat mayors like to travel. We could have
made all these candidates come to us, but the mékerto be other places. And they always
like to be someplace that’s nice, and they alwaysHirst class accommodations. So we did the
interview thing and when it got down to it, my géMlan, was number four. So he wasn’t going
to be recommended. And I called him, | said, “Algou didn’t make it,” you know, “you were
number four.” And he was disappointed and saithafiks for the help,” and all of this.
Anyway, one of the three that we recommended waWwdrSo now the committee was hassling
over whether they ought to go back to the pile@abanother name, or take Alan and his number
four and just move him up to number three. Andiobsly, | being his stalking horse, really
pushing for him to be number three and I finally gohrough the committee. | can’t remember
how many the committee were any more, but it waeri®/vote that he got to be number three



on the recommendation list. So | called him bawt bsaid, you know, so-and-so withdrew
when we called to offer him the spot, he withdrasvdpplication and found another job so
you're now number three. | told him how he haddme number three, and that | had fought for
him and all this horse shit. And so he said, “Tkgou very much,” he said, “Your job is over, |
can take care of myself on this board of directdre,said, “Talk me up, but don’t worry.” So |
did.

And we flew out to Chet Huntley’s ranch in Montdoaa full board meeting to pick one of
those three to be the new executive director. Aladh did his homework and got his votes. We
were at Chet Huntley’s ranch for a couple of dayiew, Chet Huntley’s ranch, he had died, and
his wife by then had turned his ranch into a casriee center, so it wasn’t like we were in his
personal home, it had been turned into a confereanter. So Alan got picked. And he came
up to me afterwards and he said, “| owe you.” Asdid, “Nah, you don’t owe me anything,”
you know. I'm a director, you're now the executlieector, we’ll get along just fine, don’t

worry about it. He said, “No, | owe you and dontrry, you'll be taken care of in ways you'll

be happy about.” | said, “Whatever.” Long stonpd, what he did was he started putting me
on the list for every invitation of any interestingimportant conference or event that took place
that needed mayors there. And for the next twasydar my second term as mayor | was
everywhere, everywhere. There would be all thégeiby mayors and me, because | had gotten
Beals that job. It was amazing.

When Nixon resigned, Ford did this sort of reactongg One of the things he did was ask to
have twelve mayors come to the White House in thieii@t room and advise him on domestic
affairs. And guess what? New York, Los Angeldsic&go, Miami, and Lewiston, | was there,
one of the twelve. Every time | turned aroundfdct, at the end of my term, in October of the
last year of my term, | got to go to Europe firfstss for two weeks on a trip sponsored by the
State Department and the National Endowment oittgeto look at renaissance cities. | was
on that list, too. And | was a lame duck. | catdeven, you know, bring it back and do
anything with it, but | was on the list and we®@o anyway, | had a good time.

MR: That's pretty amazing, amazing chances you had.
JO: Yeah, yeah.
MR: So what was that, what was the conference witl ke, the meeting with Ford on . . .?

JO: It was window dressing. | mean, he was, it wadts,and | ended up going to the White
House a half a dozen times after that because haason the White House list as well as
National League of Cities list. So whenever theas a domestic piece of legislation to be
signed and they wanted, you know, a bunch of mayaitse background and hand out the pens
and all that horseshit, I'd get called to go dowkconference on inflation, | got called to go
down as a mayor. So | ended up going to the WHhitgse quite a bit.

Ford also had a special affection for Lewiston beeabefore he married Betty, his girlfriend,
college age girlfriend was a woman, a Lewistonueatiamed Betty, not Betty, her last name
was Gardiner, | can’t remember her first name. I8eel out in Las Vegas by then. And the



Gardiner family was a banking family here, in fabad gone to school with one of the sons.
And she went to Bates. And she was his girlfriem] so he had a special affection for
Lewiston and for Bates because of that.

And in fact in that first conference, the one righier Nixon resigned, and Nixon resigned on
what, August 4th | think, 4th or 8th or somethingelthat. Within a week we were in the White
House, in the goddamn Cabinet sitting there withgresident of the United States. | couldn’t
believe it. | mean, | was getting calls frdtewsweek andTime and thewall Street Journal and

all these people calling up because they’d worKidtgyou know. And they’d see Lewiston,
Maine, and so they all, it was more interestingdth me and get my comments than it was to
call, you know, | can’t remember who the hell thayor of New York was, | think Abe Beam or
somebody, so it was kind of fun.

But anyway, the conference was window dressing.wkeiat around the table and asked
everybody, what do you think the largest domessae is and, you know, and from a small city
perspective mayor, he says, how would you, you kraowd that kind of stuff. But he opened the
conference, it was interesting, because they haak@net table like this, you know, conference
room table and they’re all sitting around, the rest sits in the middle and | was sitting across
from him in the Secretary of Treasury’s spot. Awmdstarted the conference by welcoming us
and then looking across at me, and | had expeotaduer say a word in the whole goddamn
thing. And he says to me, “Mayor Orestis, | onad h girlfriend,” And he went into this story
about this Gardiner woman who, again, | think isvidyllis or something. And Bates College
and Lewiston hold a very warm spot in my heart kb you know what happened to . .. ?
And | said, well | know the Gardiner family very llyezou know, | went to school with the son,
and blah-blah-blah, and I believe she’s in Las \¢edér. President. “Yes, that's what |
understood, too,” he said. “I haven't talked to imea long time and,” he said, you know, “Betty
isn’t even jealous about this because she was iftggeogirlfriend.” And he’s chatting away
with me, all this, and then . .. As | say thefeoence was more sort of on his agenda of being
inclusive as much as it was to really develop amyigular true advice. But it was fun, fun to
do.

MR: TI'll bet, yeah.
JO: Oh yeah.

MR: And what were, other than some of these highdigivhat were some of the regular
specific issues and things that the National Learfu@ties would do, | mean what exactly was
your rolesto .. .?

JO: Well, there were two, | was involved on two lexeFirst, as | say on the Board of
Directors which ran the organization. And thenagea board, and actually the president of the
League, appointed members to policy committeesu Rfmw, there was a committee on
housing, a committee on education, blah-blah-bkahd we developed positions, those policy
committees developed positions supportive of latjsh or developed initiatives for legislation
which would help cities. You know, we had our omnning battles with Congress, our own
running battles with governors because, you knogvware for city rights and we wanted the



state money but not the state handcuffs. So dlaxfe typical, you know, city driven issues
were issues that the League dealt with and toakypbsitions on and worked on. It had a
large staff, it was a large organization; largéfseach policy committee had staff attached to it.

In fact Tim [sic] [Stephan T.] Honey, who ended up being the cignager of Portland for a
number of years, and then was the city manageoafdgr, Colorado when that little girl got
killed out there, Jon Benet Ramsey kid, was He.and his wife both worked at the League of
Cities and he was policy advisor to the committa&$ on which was on housing. But that’s
what the League did. It did sort of a typical,tsdrindustry association stance on things, you
know, working with or against Congress on a paldicpiece of legislation, developing our own
initiatives and working with or against the Govas@onference on certain things, The National
Conference of City Managers, Nation-, the U.S. @osiice of Mayors, you know. You're
either with them or against them in different aseanad, but it was a very substantial
organization. It worked, it still is, | mean | dofollow it much any more, but | would imagine
it still is.

MR: Okay, and back at home when you were back hdrewnston when you were mayor in
1975, there was an issue concerning party appoirithnad Nunzio Aliberti and Robert Dubuc
and some of the, there was an alleged violatigdhetity charter’s restrictions on the number of
Republicans?

JO: Was there, really? Oh, and what did | do?
MR: Well, | don’t know.

JO: You have a better history than | do, | don’t rember it. You know, the city then was run
by boards and commissions. We didn’t have a capager, at all. City council, we had a
finance board that ran the budget and finance$adeon education board which every city and
town still do. We had a public works board, a fimmmission, a police commission, a board of
library trustees. Every department of the city ia@wn board of directors so to speak. The
mayor got to appoint the members of all those kmaiithe division on those boards was, was
partisan. They had staggered terms so that eatthyga got to appoint somebody. But you
didn’t get to clean house, but if you were mayarg@nough you certainly gained control of the
board in your last years as mayor. | was thedastyear mayor. They actually had one year
terms for mayor, you could only serve two consegutine year terms. Then you had to rest a
year and then you could go back again. | wasabkiedne year mayor, they had a city charter
change, and | was the first two year mayor. Sad three years. | was the first man to have
three consecutive years ever, so | got controlvefyeboard in my third year because they were
five member boards. So if | had had a politicarada that was anything other than sort of
ordinary in running the city, | could have reallgdcha lot to do with that last year.

But | don’t remember that Bob Dubuc, he actuallyflew into a mountain with a private plane
and died a few years after that, but | don’t rementbat | had, he was a nhominal Republican
and | appointed him to something and should hapeiaped a Democratic, or? | don’t
remember really.



MR: There was, yeah, I'm still, I'm kind of fuzzy dhe details myself but that’s, that’s okay.
Yeah, | was just wondering maybe . . .

JO: | remember one of the controversies was | appdiatl my relatives to the boards my last
year.

MR: Oh really, a little nepotism there.

JO: Yeah, | appointed my father to the board of edlanamy uncle to the fire commission.
Wasn't running again.

MR: Actually, I'm going to stop this one before waiftelligible phrase).

End of Sde B, Tape One
SdeA, Tape Two

MR: This is the first side of the second tape ofititerview with John Orestis on August 20th,
1999. Interviewing is Mike Richard, time is aboarb o’clock.

(Tape paused.)

MR: ... Mr. Orestis, about your time in the stagi$lature, and first of all, well actually first
of all you were in there one term, ‘71 to ‘727

JO: Yeah, right.

MR: Okay. And how did you, was there any particslagcial way that you got interested in
this, or did this just seem like a logical . .es?

JO: It was a step, yeah, it seemed like a logicql.stevas interested in elective office. |
wasn’t much interested in the city council. | vikasd of looking around for something that
might make some sense to try. And you know, | hadn for office before so | wanted to do
something that | thought | might have a chancseat,did it. At that time, | think | might have
said earlier in the interview, you ran city wideid | mention that earlier?

MR: I think so, yes.

JO: Yeah, well anyway, you do, you run city wide dhd top six people win the seats,
although many people might run. And so | only vbgra hundred votes, so it was an interesting
experience getting elected certainly. We ran &ygrpretty well organized campaign. We did
some of the things that are now sort of, sort dff@t, but at the time | thought were pretty
exciting, like polling voters, identifying, idemiihg supporting voters and then pulling them out
for ourselves. “We” meaning me and my family angfriends that sort of, you know, pulled
together and did this. It was fun. And | won bg,| say, | was the last of the six, the sixth of
six, by I think a hundred and ten votes over theesth person who asked for a recount. And if
you know anything about recounts you know that gon't change a hundred and ten votes very



easily.

So, my election was confirmed by the recount awds seated and frankly didn’t enjoy the
legislative experience very much at all. At leaistthe House side. | might have enjoyed the
Senate where it’s a little more intimate and yon lksave a little more effect on what goes on.
But the House is, you know, a hundred and fiftyglepand | was a liberal labor Democrat in a
Republican controlled legislature. | was a freshmavas trying to support a family, running a
law practice down here in Lewiston. So it wasidifft, challenging from that point of view, in
just trying to support my family. But also | thdaitgwhat a waste of time. | mean, what an
awful lot of hot wind about issues, and it just dat excite me at all. So | ended up saying to
myself fairly early in the session, “I'm not doittgs again.” And | didn't.

MR: Would there, was there anyone, any of the legidathat you got to know particularly
well during that time?

JO: Who were my friends in the legislature?
MR: Yeah, basically.

JO: Peter Kelley, he was a good friend. He was asdanember from Caribou and ran on a
public power platform for governor | think, you kmptwo, four, six years later, | forget how
many years later. He became a very good friereighton Cooney was my seat mate and a
legislator from Sabattus. In fact | just had lumgth him a few minutes ago when we took our
break. And he became state treasurer later onthamdran the Bureau of Public Improvements,
which is in Maine essentially the bureau of publigidings, they run the state properties. And
so he was head of that bureau for a couple of yekg McCloskey, who's now the U.S.
attorney for the district of Maine. Doug Smith, @& now a lawyer at one of the larger firms in
Portland, and a lobbyist. Floyd Harding, who wasnator from Aroostook County. Oh, those
are the ones that quickly come to mind. Elmer &tigl, who was the senate minority leader,
senator from Aroostook county and later becamepre®ue Court judge. | think, those are the
ones that come to mind fairly quickly at least, ave to think through the roster.

MR: What about Louis Jalbert, was he still in the &

JO: Yeah, he was, he was in the House. He was iklthuse for some sessions beyond that
105th actually. | can’'t remember what year helfjngot defeated, but certainly he was there
after the 105th. But | wouldn’t count him among frignds by any means.

MR: Do you have any impressions of him, and . . .?

JO: Other than being a thief, a liar and a bully dhchannered? Not much, no.

MR: Well, I guess that's enough then, covers alldhges. Okay, so that was your time in the
state legislature. And then also you, we werdargllbout your work on the Muskie campaign

in ‘72 a lot, and also | noticed that you were lb@ Demo-, or you were at the Democratic
convention in ‘72?



JO: | was, | was a delegate to, then to the conventidvliami when Muskie was still de jure
candidate if not de facto candidate. | mean, he really wasn’t running amyenbut he was
technically still a candidate. | got elected te #iate convention by one vote to become a
delegate on | think the third or fourth ballot retAndroscoggin county caucus. And | did it by
making a deal with the McGovern delegates, | whkiakie delegate, that if Muskie withdrew, |
would throw my support, my vote to McGovern. OMiiskie lost on the first ballot and it was,
and we had established a threshold and didn’t geidt¥s, that | would switch to McGovern.
And based on that the McGovern people voted foomthe second or third ballot and | was
elected as a delegate and went to Miami. And hdig for McGovern on the first ballot
because Muskie withdrew. But the Maine delegatiat decided that they were going to vote
for Muskie as a favorite son in a sort of a showswgdport for him. But | felt | had made a
bargain with the McGovern delegates, that | nedaddide up to, so | was sort of castigated a bit
by some of the remaining members of the Maine d@gieg of, for the convention, for having
switched my vote. But, oh well, | did.

MR: So how many, how many of the delegates at theestdion at that time were actually
Muskie delegates going into this?

JO: | don’'t remember, frankly, | don’t remember howamy votes, how many delegates we had.
MR: Just kind of ballpark, was it just a hand fullpgfople or was it several?

JO: Oh no, quite a few, quite a few. | mean it wams) know, our native son so pretty clear that
we would go there being, | was a Muskie delegajast was secondarily pledged to McGovern

with certain conditions that | felt | had to live to.

MR: But it was pretty much exclusively the Maine d@glgon that was Muskie supporters, or . .
?

JO: Oh, how many others were Muskie delegates, dttzar Maine? | don’t remember at all, |
really don’t. It was so foregone that it was ow&y know? | mean, when you got to the
convention you realized it even more.

MR: And, well let’s see, oh you were also, in Mar&74 you attended a foreign policy session
in Washington? This might not have been anythperil, it's just something | noticed in a
headline.

JO: I don't think it was.

MR: Okay.

JO: That might have been another one of the thingssRbrd invited me to, probably was.

MR: Okay, and also we’ve been talking a little bibabthe Maine Municipal Association, and
you were president in 197&r(intelligible word).



JO: | was, uh-hunh.
MR: What was, what exactly was that, or is that?

JO: What is that. The Maine Municipal Associatioragmjis a trade association for Maine’s
towns and cities. It's very active. It providebbying services on behalf of cities, legal advice,
especially the towns that don’t have their own @ymsures products and other products sold
to towns and administered by the municipal assotiathey have a very large insurance
program that they sell to towns. And it's sortsdyt of the trade association for the town and
city officials of Maine. Some of them have a sulidet for themselves; the Town Clerks
Association. | think for a while, even though thare not a lot of mayors in Maine, there was
sort of a Mayor, Maine Mayors Conference within kh@ine Municipal Association, that kind of
thing. But it's a good trade association. Fellvamed Chris Lockwood runs it, been there
forever and is very effective, good fellow, and bame very successful municipal associations,
very successful. And | was president in ‘75, carréhat’s in my last year as mayor, yeabh.

MR: And then after your years as mayor, did you reweother political offices, or . . .?

JO: Nope, | dropped out. When | finished being maytmad to make a choice either to run for
mayor again, which | could because of the chandkarcharter, |1 could have run one more term,
to run for Congress, or to run for nothing, rund¢orer as | say. And | chose to run for cover. |
was essentially broke. | mean, being mayor andgdoei the legislature pays nothing. And |
remember being, at the National League of citiesar@nces, where mayors were talking about
their pays and talking about getting raises orgatting raises. And they were talking, oh, |
make seventy-five, | make forty-five, blah-blahiplalah, they were talking thousands. Well the
mayor of in Lewiston made thirty-five hundred dofla And | used to literally be almost a full-
time mayor for thirty-five hundred dollars and pree law when | could. So, | mean, | had three
children, you know. And they were all young andwing and expensive and, you know, down
the road would continue to be, so | had to go ltackork. So | said, that’s it. I've made my
contribution at least for the moment and | literaltopped out of civic service, so to speak, for
quite a while. Good ten or twelve or thirteen wear

MR: And then you started work with the nursing honngritelligible word)?

JO: Yeah, I'm in the nursing home business now, ydattarted in, actually | started that on a
part time basis in 1978 and finally it grew big agh for me to stop practicing law in 19-, the
end of 1986, and I've been full time in this busssince then.

MR: Actually, what field of law did you practice?

JO: Tax-, real estate law, partnership law and tax la

MR: And who are some of the lawyers or other peaplaé community that you got to know
or work with through that?



JO: In this community, not a lot. John Bonneau, flBonneau & Geismar is a good tax
planner, estate planner, | did some work with hBat most of my work was pretty esoteric. It
was real estate tax shelters, tax planning, anorked with accountants, | worked with some
lawyers in the Portland marketplace, some in BoatwhNew York. | had a relatively
sophisticated and sort of boutiquey law practiezyyvery narrow field and so it was relatively
easy to get out. You know, | just, actually thex Reform Act of 1986 was passed just as | was
getting out, almost wiped out all the tax advansagfewhat | was doing. So my timing, though
coincidental, was perfect in terms of leaving the firm.

MR: All right, well I guess I'll ask you about a cdemf Lewiston figures and maybe your
impression on them, their significance to Lewispatitics.

JO: Sure. Sure.

MR: You mentioned John Beliveau, Mayor John Belivergugat was he like to work with
(unintelligible word)?

JO: Oh, he was fine to work with. John’s a gooddel| he’s a judge now and, you know, had
good heart, had Lewiston’s welfare pretty much, koaw, at the front of his agenda for quite a
while. No real political future for John ever, just wasn’t, whether he wanted to or not | don’t
know, but he wasn'’t ever really pushing to, youwnaoun for a larger office that I, a bigger or a
higher office that | knew about. He certainly vipmstty popular and might well have been able
to do that had he wanted to, and done things somieavtierently. But, you know, he had his
little run, | think he was mayor for two terms. @whether he did anything else or not | don’t
know. And then he was appointed, he was verydiewith Joe Brennan who was governor for
a couple of terms as you know, and Joe is the dreelvhink posted him for a judgeship. John’s
been on the court ever since. Good fellow.

MR: And also Bill Clifford, you mentioned also?
JO: Bob Clifford.
MR: Oh, Bob, sorry, Mayor Clifford.

JO: Bob was mayor after, it was John Beliveau, theh,Bhen myself. Bob went to the state
Senate for a couple of terms, then was appointéthiaok the Superior Court and now is on the
Supreme Court. Hell of a nice guy. Very, venjidaitizen in every way, politically moderate,
maybe a little right of center, very, very evencpd guy. Moderate in every way, just a
moderate personality, calm, very judicial, did aggob as mayor, good job in the state Senate.
Don’t know whether he ever considered a run foitlaing else or not. | may have known at one
time, but | really don’t remember whether he dide certainly was very popular and | think
could have run for Congress or something, but didBut has contributed, you know, handily,
mightily to the state in terms of, you know, his\vsee on, both of Beliveau and Clifford, their
service on the bench. They’re both good judge$inds a, John Beliveau’s sort of a kitchen
table judge, does district court work, and Bob &gy well respected and thoughtful jurist on
the Supreme Court. So they’'ve both, both gonegglat terms of public service that they may



not have originally planned to go but | think tresrved the people well in what they’ve done.
MR: And how about Mayor Bill Jacques? | think he wight after you gnintelligible phrase).
JO: No, he wasn't after me. He was some, quite siome before me actually.

MR: Oh, okay. So you probably didn’t have much contégth him?

JO: No, no, Bill, I don’t have much to say about Billdon’t know him very well. Politically |
think he was pretty far right of me. And, you kndwve’s an old line Lewiston politician and

been elected to the county commission two or ttinees. | think he was in the state, might have
been in the state Senate and the state House bstispect he was, | don’t have quite the
recollection. But, you know, | consider him soitanother generation, you know.

MR: How would you describe, while we’re at it, howwile you describe your own political
attitude to, you know, politicauintelligible phrase)?

JO: Well, as far left of center as you can be withfallting out of the boat. Pretty active in
womens rights, pro-choice issues. I'm a great supp of gay rights movement, | was treasurer
of the gay rights referendum committee here, prfettyeft. Always have been, always will be.
I’m much further left than my children are.

MR: And actually, what, talking about your childrevhat are your childrens’ names?

JO: Well, my oldest is, like my dad, is Christos, ©i€hristos, the third. My father was the
second, and his grandfather was the first. And theow have a grandson who'’s Christos, the
fourth. But my oldest son Christos is a lobbyms¥Washington, works for the Health Insurance
Association of America, which is the trade orgatiaafor the large health insurance companies
like Unum and Aetna and the Blue Cross/Blue Shiefdbe world. He’s a vice president in the
trade association, for that. My middle child, $tapos, is a lawyer in Augusta. He’s a lobbyist
also, a lobbyist in Augusta and lives in Portlasidgle. And my daughter, Kelsey Ann, Chris is
thirty-four, thirty-three, almost thirty-four, Stevs thirty, almost thirty-one, and my daughter
Kelsey Ann is twenty-six, almost twenty-seven. Stwoeks in Portland, is still struggling with
finishing school at USM, lives and works in PortlanAnd then | have a step, twenty-year-old
stepdaughter who is my stepdaughter by my secomdage, who is a sophomore at Vassar.
Her name is Shaw, S-H-A-W, her first name. Het fasne is Wilhelm. She, we’re going back,
| was taking her back to school next Friday add y@u when | talked to you earlier, yeah.
That's my foursome.

MR: And, actually, | don’'t know if | got this on tHest tape, what was your first wife’s name?

JO: Her name was Kelsey also. Actually, her real@aras Mary Ann, and her maiden name,
her maiden surname was Kelsey, so she was born MarKelsey. But when she married me,
she picked up her last name as her first namegditdeen a nickname of hers for years. So she
became and is, still, Kelsey Orestis.



My second wife’s name is Sandra Shaw, S-H-A-W lastrname is her daughter’s first name.
And she was a model cities product. She was, cloaléy ran the model cities publications
program, she did the newsletter and newspaper.a&hbally then left the model cities program
to start a small politically based newspaper hatied theTwin Cities Observer which was

written in French and English, it was a dual largguaewspaper and it was a liberal, pretty
liberal rag. She came out of, she graduated frofhyCand was &lewsweek reporter and then
came up here to marry her first husband,Neftysweek and was a reporter for a number of the
local papers here. And then started her, workexdaatel cities and started her own magazine in
the Oxford Hills area, Norway, South Paris, and hadown little regional literary magazine
there for, | don’t know, four or five years anddlly sold it. And then was, then moved on to the
State House where she was a special assistard Hahise Democratic majority office for five
years. And then she was a speech writer for tlealSg of the House, she wrote speeches and
legislative testimony for the speaker of the hdaséwo years. And then went on to be director
of communications for the Maine Development Foulute&nd for the Maine Business Alliance
which is now merged with the Chamber of Commered then her last job was, she was a
writer and, a grant writer and freelance writer, &grant writer and program writer for Planned
Parenthood of New England. You see, all the libesiases are ours.

And she just passed away. She contracted carsteChaistmas and died after six months at age
fifty-four. So, she was a good liberal Democrad arhell of a writer. And part of the political
scene here in her own way, behind the scenes heitlvriting for, she wrote for a lot of the
Democratic campaigns, speeches for Joe Brennam@ndllen, and then wrote for Planned
Parenthood, and for the, and for Dan Gwadosky Wigewas Speaker of the House and so she’s,
her words live on. But yeah, so those are my waresmy children and I’'m now a single man
trying to come to grips with that loss of life, ykoow.

MR: I'm sorry. Okay, are there any, through your kvas a mayor and the different positions
that you've held there, are there any governorsytba've gotten to know particularly well?

JO: Yeah, yeah, well | knew them all. | know therh &en, | started with Ken Curtis, who
was a good friend. Actually | started with JohreBewho was a Republican governor back in
the sixties, who was a casual friend of mine beedigswas a good friend of the owner of the
Poland Spring Hotels, Poland water, Poland Sprimge?v And [I] used to hang around at the
hotel a lot and | got to know him there.

But from a Democratic political point of view, whémwas in politics, Ken Curtis was my first
governor that | worked with, and I'm still a goatehd of Ken’s. Joe Brennan and | go back to
his very early days, long before he was governdnag’re still very good friends. In fact, we
both spend time in the summer on the same islahohdlasco Bay. And he and his second
wife, his present wife Connie, and | are all goodrfds. King is a, Angus is a social
acquaintance and political acquaintance of mineouldn’t call him a close friend by any
means, but we've known each other for thirty yeard we’ve done a lot of things together. |
didn’t support him, | supported Joe Brennan agadimat so Angus has sort of not reached out to
me very much because he has his own supporteeteretic And Jock McKernan, you know, was
on the other side of the fence, but certainly, améock and | have known each other for, you
know, twenty five years, and his wife is a gooeérid of mine. Olympia is a good friend of



mine. She grew up in the Greek community herelaedknown her since she was a kid, so. |
mean, itsasmall t- . . ..

Severin Beliveau likes to say that Maine is onedmall town, and it is, you know. | mean,
when you're in the, in a profession as small agips) or in a profession as small as the nursing
home business, you know everybody, you know, yawkaverybody in that business. And
frankly, you know, if you've been around and ama#ive of this state and been around for a
while, you know people all over the state in allkgeof life. But, most of those governors are
all people I could call if | needed to for whatewswu know, political consultation, help,
whatever.

MR: How do you say in general that the state, pgliicthe state level, has changed over the
past years?

JO: How would | say they’ve changed?

MR: Maybe how has the Democratic or Republican Rarparticular developed, or the
independent movement, any of those?

JO: Well, certainly I think the state, like a lot stfates, this was probably a leader in it, is a lot
less party oriented. The party machinery, you kngavty organization both Democrat and
Republican is a lot less powerful and a lot leggmnoized and a lot less listened to than it used to
be. When | came back and started practicing laww,Hanean, it was a big deal to be elected to
the state Democratic committee. The Democraticroittee was full of what we thought were
prominent, you know, thoughtful, influe-, soon t® ¢x presently influential people. We had
prominent influential chair people, Severin Belivagas the chair when | came back | think
from Washington, followed by Harold Pachios. Angds actually general counsel to the
Democratic state committee under Pachios’ chairtipnsAnd | was on the state committee for
a while. And the Republican committee mirrors that

It was just, | think, much more influential theAnd people now, you know, don't, they don't,
for the most part . . . The party machinery’s haard it's good to have, and it's good to have the
support in elections, and certainly between théypaganization and the organization that’'s sort
of run by the incumbents. There’s a huge battteawery effective use of party affiliation in

the control of the legislature in electing Demosrait Republicans. But generally | think the
parties have faded.

And of course if you look at the enrollment numbeegjistration and enrollment numbers, you'll
see that there’s an awful lot of unenrolled, regesti but unenrolled voters, a large independent
block. Much larger than it used to be. When Ifyertte, back from school in ‘68, | wouldn’t
presume to guess at the numbers but, you know,heagg Republican majority, but it wasn’t
like it had been. It had been so dominant thatgmudn't elect, they used to say you could hold
a Democratic caucus in a phone booth, and | thiakwas close to true. Those numbers had
come down quite a bit by ‘68 when | came back, ioed to come down, and the Democratic
numbers continued to go up. The Democratic Patatme the majority party in terms of
enrollment, but independent numbers started to méwe now, | don’t know what it is but Ill



bet, my guess is that the independent numbersroepiages are much, much larger. And the
Democratic and Republican numbers are much clogether than they have been in thirty
years, I'd bet.

MR: Okay. And you've been talking about especialty&in Beliveau and Harold Pachios, is,
what is your assessment of the significance ofetlvs figures?

JO: Well, you know, | mean they’re law partners awnad friends, and they are extremely
influential in terms of getting things done at thgislature, especially Severin. Harold’s a very
close friend of George Mitchell’s and served asutigpress secretary in the White House under,
in the Johnson administration under Bill Moyers] &nows a lot of people, as does Severin.
They came out of Washington. Severin went to Getongn, was, you know, chair of the
Democratic chairmen and women of the country dutiregWatergate mess. And as a matter of
fact was involved in Watergate because his offc®amocratic chairman had been broken into
also. He, | don't know if you or someone else witerview him, | know he told me he’s been
contacted. He tells an awful interesting storywlibat, the details of which I'll leave to him.
But | think they were and continue to be very ipfttial, but not particularly interested in or
involved in the day to day machinery of the DemticrRarty at the state committee level any
longer. They were, but they, that's gone by fanth Certainly if | wanted to get something
accomplished politically in this state, that's wéémvould go.

(Tape paused - interruption.)

MR: So we were talking about some of the moversatedbemocratic politics, like Severin

Beliveau and Harold Pachios. Actually is therethimg else you want to add about them before
.2

JO: Well, | started to say that if there was someajHimanted to get done politically here, |
would use their firm and know that | would probahBve the best inroads there are available,
with those guys. | mean, | have to say, | meanfession, you know, Severin is my closest and
dearest friend. So | come to it with some prejadiat nonetheless, he does get things done.

MR: And who are some of the other major figures at kbvel that you worked with, got really
involved in a kind of day to day workings of thatst Democratic Party?

JO: Way back or through the years?
MR: Through the years, just anyone that you’'ve wonkéH a lot.

JO: Sure, so you had those fellows, you know the Milis, Jim and Libby. You had Rick
Barton who’s now, you know, moved out to the S@aépartment and out to the United Nations.
Oh, let me think, hmm. Those are the folks whoensort of at the Democratic state committee
level, you know, who took on the chair job, who thdse kinds of things. And of course, you
know, Tom Allen, John Baldacci and. You know,dadlthe people who have served in Congress
or in the Senate have, you know, been in and ontyolife these thirty years. Including Muskie.
Peter Kyros years ago, although Peter and | wetrgarticular close. Bill Hathaway, Bill



Hathaway was a good friend. In fact my uncle wiagreasurer all the years that he was in
office, ran all of his campaigns for him, both netHouse and then when he ran against
Margaret Chase Smith. So, you know, all of thagerés were good friends and people that |
worked with over the years.

MR: Actually, yeah, I'll ask you a couple of the stara and the Congress people you've
worked with, and maybe just a brief kind of synspsi your assessment of what their, what their
(unintelligible phrase). So Bill Hathaway | guess we can start with?

JO: Sure. Well Bill, I thought Bill, | thought andadhink that Bill was an extremely bright

guy. He’s classically educated, he was a lawyer] thought he did a pretty good job in the
House. Bill does not have a high energy level dsones, you know, some people might even
say he’s lazy, | wouldn’t say that. But he is ;s a very, very sort of lope along guy, you
know, he runs at a certain pace. | think thatideadjood job beating Margaret for the Senate
seat, but then | think he did a lousy job followung and keeping the job. He, but, but a very
bright guy and | think did a good job for his canstnts when he was in the house. Represented
this district and did quite well at it. Yup.

MR: And how about Congressman Baldacci?

JO: I think John is a, John’s a good guy. Johnases about people, cares about what he’s
doing, isn't, his ego is not out of hand. He knahat Washington is a place that can just sort of
chew you up and spit you out. He understandshiévat you know, just a second term
congressman, is it second term now, or third? ldelg going to run for four terms, so | think
this might be his third and he’ll be running fos fiourth coming up. He, you know, he does a
good job with constituent service, he pays attenttopeople when they have problems. He
recognizes his limitations both as, you know, bdaigy young in Congress and in the
limitations of congressmen generally. But | thorkbalance he’s a good congressman and a
good fellow. And I think he’s going to run for gawor.

MR: And how about Margaret Chase Smith, on the Régabkide?

JO: Well Margaret, dear Margaret, you know, an insitin, you know, in our country.

Certainly not my cup of tea from a philosophicaimp®f view, although her independence and
her ability to stand up for what she believed o know, her “Declaration of Conscience” and
all of the things that she did, very admirable.dAxertainly while we were not of the same party,
| knew her well. Actually, she came and christeaed of the units for Alzheimers at one of our
nursing homes close to her home, our home’s innatsing home’s in Madison and she was of
course in Skowhegan. And she was just as charasroguld be. And by then she must have
been, you know, almost ninety years old. | thinkijle I didn’t work with her a lot, | knew her
well socially. She was a charming, charming ladg knew people everywhere, knew people
everywhere, and cared, cared about people. I'daydeserves her reputation, she earned it and
deserves it. And | thought she was quite a lady.

MR: How about David Emery?



JO: Dave? Dave’s a good friend. Dave was my otbat sate in the legislature. Leighton
Cooney sat on one side of me, and he was just @sdilieral as | was. We were both, as | said,
so far left we were falling out of the boat. Dasat on the other side of me and he was so far
right he held the boat from going over. Davidyas might know, is a conservative Republican
from Rockland and an engineer. So he had thab$asteel trap engineer’'s methodical mind.

He and | never, never agreed on a vote, on ang.isdad because we were so politically
different, both in party and in philosophy, | coulever support him. | could never support him
when he ran for Congress, | never thought he wagydbe right job, | thought his votes were
wrong. | would tell him that, and | have told hilat to his face, and not with any animosity and
he and | get along just fine, having shared theeslgtte tiny one foot space there for two years.
But, I think David’s out of step with the timestlvihis conservative views, and obviously so did
the electorate when they bounced him.

MR: And how about Olympia Snowe, we've talked aditibout @nintelligible word)?

JO: Olympia’s a good friend and she’s a neighbor,|stes a couple miles down the road from
me and I've known her since, as | say, we were kinth. She’s younger than | am but | served
in the legislature with her husband, her late hodb&eShe is a good senator. | haven't voted for
Olympia, she knows it. | always support her oppnghe knows it. But that’s a party thing for
me, it's not because Olympia’s politics aren’t goddhink her politics are pretty good. | mean,
she’s as close as you can get to, you know, tagkeeimoderate Republican, even a liberal
Republican you could almost stretch to say, foepublican. And certainly doesn’t follow the
party line, is willing to break and vote what henscience tells her to vote with from time to
time, has bucked the leadership and done it watld she and Bill Cohen alike could have been
Democrats, you know. | mean, Bill Cohen choseRbpublican Party pretty much almost
accidentally, he could have been a Democrat as Wéléy just told him he could win better as a
Republican in that district in Bangor when he fiiat, you know, but he could have been a
Democrat just as well. And his record, voting melcevould tell you that. And so would hers.
She could be a moderate to right Democrat, shaisderate to left Republican.

MR: Okay, well is there anyone else either in locadtate or national politics . . .?

JO: Oh, I think we've covered an awful lot of peopheyven’t we?

MR: Yeah.

JO: And, you know, I've enjoyed this. | mean, | dbknow if you have other questions, but
I've enjoyed this. And I think, you know, I've gn you a sort of a fair overview of my very
short political career and what it's meant to md Bve enjoyed it. No, | think we’ve hit
everybody | want to talk about.

MR: Okay, and just one follow up question | guess.

JO: Sure.

MR: What would you say Muskie’s, Senator Muskie’sef§ and legacy for Maine and Maine



politics and national politics has been?

JO: Oh I think, you know, other than as | had destihim earlier being thoughtful and
articulate and just well grounded public policydea 1 think, you know, what he leaves behind
him in the environmental reforms are probably tlggest, you know, his clean air, clean water
work, especially his clean water work, just willee, won’t have to be duplicated hopefully. 1
mean think what, | mean, you're, how old are you?

MR: Twenty-one.

JO: Twenty-one, just a child. The Androscoggin Riwexs one of the ten dirtiest rivers in the
country. Today you can canoe and fish and swithenAndroscoggin River. We would have
never had that kind of thing without the senafbne senator led that fight, Mitchell followed up
with it in the clean air work. That is a legacwthwill live long after people even remember his
name. | think that’s the biggest piece for me.

MR: Okay, great, well | guess I'm fresh out of quassi now.

JO: Good, well thank you very much.

MR: Thank you very much.

JO: I've enjoyed the opportunity, thanks for asking.m

End of Interview
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