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"BEYOND URBAN SURVIVAL"

Remarks by Senator Edmund §. Muskie, United State Conference of Mayors

WE MEET' TODAY IN A MOMENT OF HOPE FOR THE CITIES OF AMERICA.
OUR HOPE COMES FROM ANOTHER MEETING: LAST WEEK IN WASHINGTON==-
‘ GOUERNORS
(o A MEETING OF MAYDRS AWD KEY CONGRESSIONAL LEADERS CALLED BY DEMOCRATIC
NATICGNAL ‘CHAIRMAN , LAWRENCE O'BRIEN. ITS RESULTS HAVE BEEN WIDELY
REPORTED, BECAUSE I WAS THERE, I FEEL SAFE IN SAYING HERE THAT CITIES
[ wc—y
EVERYWHERE IN AMERICA HAVE A CHANCE TO SURVIVE IN 1971.
IT HAS TAKEN SO MUCH TIME T0O SECURE EVEN THA_T MUCEH HOPE.
‘DUR CITIES HAVE BEEN IN DANGER FOR MORE THAN A DECADE. TEE=EEDERNE

WASHING TD N

mﬂr’ HBAS BEEN INDIFFERENT FOR ALMOST AS LONG. I HAVE WITNESSED

13w THNERE.

L/ THE TNDIFRERENCE AGAIN AND AGAIN DURING urAmms S T
IN 1959, MY FIRST YEAR IN THE SENATE, I WAS GIVEN COMMITTEE
ASSIGNMENTS CLOSELY RELATED TO URBAN AFFAIRS -- AN ISSUE CLEARLY
REGARDED AS EQUAL TO THE LOWLEYSTATUS OF A FRESHMAN SENATOR.
IN 1962, M¥ PROPOSAL FOR A SUBCOMMITTEE ON INTERGOVENMENTAL
RELATIONS STIRRED VERY LITTLE OPPOSITION -~ BECAUSE THERE WAS VERY

LITTLE COMPETITION FOR THE OPPORTUNITY 'TO WORRY ABOUT STATE AND LOCAL

FINANCE.
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IN 1966, AS THE FLOOR MANAGER FOR MODEL CITIES, I HAD TO
AGREE TO A CUT IN FUNDS TO GAIN ENOUGH SUPPORT FOR THE BILL -- AND
EVEN THEN IT WAS STILL TOUCH AND GO UNTIL THE VOTES WERE FINALLY
COUNTED.

AND IN 1969, MY SUBCOMMITTEE HELD THE FIRST CONGRESSIONAL
HEARINGS ON REVENUE SHARING -~ BUT WE WERE ADVISED NOT TO REPORT
LEGISLATION TO THE SENATE.BECAUSE THERE WAS NO PROSPECT FOR ITS
PASSAGE.

THOSE YEARS WERE A TIME OF FEDERAL FAILURE. THEY WERE
FRUSTRATING AND THEY SEEMED ALMOST ENDLESS. MOST MAYORS AND SOME
SENATORS AND A FEW CONGRESSMEN WERE TRYING TO TEACH A VITAL LESSON --
BUT IT OFTEN LOOKED AS THOUGH ALMOST NO ONE WAS LEARNING, NOW, IN
1971, THE MESSAGE IS FINALLY COMING THROUGH. IF THE CITIES GO UNDER,
SO WILL THE SUBURBS AND THE TOWNS AND ULTIMATELY THE COUNTRY .-~ AND
THAT'S THE ONLY DOMINO THEORY I KNOW OF WHICH IS TRUE.

gEESE> i EE—
FORTUNATELY, THE EVENTS OF RECENT DAYS WILL PROBABLY PREVENT

A TESTING OF THAT TRUTH. IN RESPONSE TO THE FISCAL PLIGHT OF STATES

AND COUNTIES, THE CONGRESS IS LIKELY TO ENACT A PHASED FEDERAL TAKEOVER

o
OF WELFARE COSTS. AND THE OUTLOOK_ FOR THE CITIES IS N&W ENOUGH NEW
A s

FEDERAL MONEY TO STAY IN BUSINESS.
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THAT MONEY IS THE REAL QUESTION. THE NRAME OF THE % IN
——
THE CITIES IS SURVIVAL =-- AND THE NAME OF THE SURVIVAL DOLLARS ﬁ?
Com—— emmm——  Esc—e

UNIMPORTANT. I HAVE INTRODUCED' A REVENUE' SHARING BILL WHICH YOUR
LEGISLATIVE ACTION COMMITTEE HAS ENDORSED. I BELIEVE IN THAT BILL.
BUT I ALSO BELIEVE THAT THIS IS NOT THE TIHE TO ARGUE OVER TITLES OR
AUTHORSHIP. HOW MUCH CREDIT THERE IS FOR ANY INDIVEDUEL IS FAR LESS

Jj o= e g

CRUCIAL THAN HOW MUCH MONEY THERE IS FOR EVERY CITY.
G GRS e e,

OUR GOAL. NOW MUST BE SURVIVAL DOLLARS FOR THE CITIEB -- IN

m
SUFFICIENT AMOUNTS, WITH SUFFICIENT LOCAL DISCRETION, DISTRIBUTED
ACCORDING TO NEED.
S

A PROGRAM FOR SURVIVAL MUST PROVIDE AT LEAST!AB MUCH HELP
AS MY REVENUE SHARING PROPOSAL -- WHICH GIVES THE CITIES FAR MORE

O THAN THE PRESIDENT'S BILL. A PROGRAM FOR SURVIVAL MUST ALLOW VERY

BROAD DISCRETION IN ALLOCATING AID -- WHICH IS THE ONLY WAY MAYORS
CAN MEET THE FMOUNTING PRICE OF PUBLIC SERVICES. AND A PR FOR
GURVIVAL MUST PUT THE MONEY WHERE THE: PROBLEMS ARE -~ WHICH CANNOT
BE DONE BY ﬁm FDBMULA THAT LEAVES A GOLD COAST RESORT
LIKE MIAMI BEACH WITH TWICE AS MUCH AID PER CAPITA AS ITS HARD
PRESSED NEIGHBOR, THE CITY OF MIAMI.

WHEN WE FIRST DISCUSSED DISTRIBUTION ACCORDING TO NEED,

WE WERE TOLD THAT IT JUST COULDN'T BE DoNE. BV T I MRS

PEEN DOXE,
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BUDLED L~ REN=ReWR, IT WILL BE THE BASIS FOR THE PLAN THAT FINALLY
EMERGES. AND IT WILL BE BETTER FOR THE BIG CITIES AND BETTER FOR THIS
COUNTRY, WHICH SIMPLY CANNOT AFFORD ANYTHING LESS THAN A FOCUSED
ATTACK ON URBAN DECAY.

EACH OF US --MAYORS AND SENATORS ALIKE -~ MUST WORK TOGETHER
FOR THIS KIND OF SURVIVAL PROGRAM. YOUR LEGISLATIVE ACTION COMMITTEE
HAS BEEN FLEXIBLE-&ND YOU MUST REMAIN FLEXIBLE IN THE DAYS AND WEEKS
TO COME. THE OUTCOME WILL BE A BILL YOU CAN LIVE WITH -- AND A BILL

YOUR CITIES- CANNOT LIVE WITHOUT.

WE HAVE FOUGHT LONG AND HARD FOR THE-SUBSTANCE OF REVENUE
Now SE& TWE Pors 12Ty

SHARING. AND WE AREbioWe@N=iil=l@Ra@l OF VICTORY -- NOT FOR A SPECIFIC
A
NAME OR A SPECIFIC PROPOSAL -- BUT FOR THE REALITY OF DOLLARS TO THE
CITIES b=y A VICTORY THAT ONCE SEEMED SO DISTANT AND NOW SEEMS
SO0 CLOSE pemiB=ff A VICTORY FOR: ALL OF US -- FOR MAYORS' WHO WORRY ABOUT
THE FUTURE OF THEIR CITIES AND FOR CONCERNED CITIZENS WHO CARE ABOUT
THE FATE OF OUR COUNTRY., _
Ao PosniBaTY of VIGTOAY

BUT THERE IS A DANGER ‘Inpm PERHAPS NOT AS CLEAR
BUT ALMOST AS SERIOUS AS THE DANGER IN DEFEAT., SOME POLITICIANS SEEM
TO THINK THAT SURVIVAL- DOLLARS ALONE WILL SATISFY THE FEDERAL OBLIGATION
TO URBAN AMERICA. WE MUST NOT PERMIT THEIR VIEW TO PREVAIL. WE MUST

PERSUADE THE CONGRESS AND THE ADMINISERATION AND THE NATION TO LOOK

BEYOND URBAN SURVIVAL.
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THE BLUNT INESCAPABLE TRUTH IS THAT THIS YEAR'S LIKELY
f=—e
LEGISLATION WILL LEAVE THE CITIES ABOUT WHERE THEY WERE WHEN THE
rESN———
KERNER COMMISSION REPORTED -- WITH JUST ENOUGH MONEY TO FINANCE AUSTERITY.
BUDGETS, JUST ENOUGH SERVICES TO STAVE OFF TOTAL BREAKDOWN, AND NOT
NEARLY ENOUGH RESOURCES TO DO ENOUGH OF THE CRITICAL WORK WHICH MUST
-’  BE DONE. RESCUE FROM IMMINENT URBAN DISASTER IS NOT EQUIVALENT TO
| e—— iy
URBAN SALVATION. AND EACH OF YOU KNOW THAT IN A VERY DIRECT AND VERY
e = = = =]
PAINFUL WAY.
~  ®m='MRYOR REY GRIBBS OF DETROIT COULD USE SURVIVAL DOLLARS TO
REHIRE 600 LAID-OFF EMPLOYEES, TO RETAIN 1000 WHO ARE NOW IN JEOPARDY,
AND TO REVERSE REDUCTIONS IN ESSENTIAL HEALTH AND SAFETY FUNCTIONS. BUT
HE WOULD STILL BE HELPEESS IN THE FACE OF A 45% UNEMPLOYMENT RATE AMONG
O BLACK YOUTHS IN CENTRAL DETROTT.
-- MAYOR JOHN IINDSAY OF NEW YORK COULD SPEND SURVIVAL DOLLARS
TO: RESTORE RECENT JOB SLASHES AND TO MAINTAIN THE PRESENT, INADEQUATE
. LEVEL OF POLICE.
PROTECTION AND SANITATION SERVICES. BUT HE STILL COULD NOT BEGIN TO
REBUILD THE SECTIONS OF BROWNSVILLE WHICH LOOK LIKE DRESDEN AFTER
WORLD WAR II.
-~ MAYOR HENRY MAIER OF MILWAUKEE COULD USE SURVIVAL DOLLARS
TO AVERT WHAT HE DESCRIBES AS "DRASTIC CUTBACKS". BUT HE COULD NOT

STOP ¥BE-DETERYQBATION :IN HOUSING AND SCHOOLS WHICH HAS DRIVEN 24,000

CITIZENS OUT OF MILWAUREE IN THE LAST TEN YEARS.,
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-=MAYOR KEN GIBSON OF NEWARK COULD PUT SURVIVAL DOLLARS INTO

SO MANY URGENT TASKS THAT I WOULD NOT EVEN TRY TO LIST THEM NOW.
BUT WHAT COULD HE DO ABOUT 20,000 DRUG ADDICTS AND 114,000 CITIZENS

DEPENDENT ON WELAFARE -- A THIRD OF NEWARK"S WHOLE POPULATION?

-=-AND MAYOR JIM TATE OF PHILADELPHIA COULD PLUG SURVIVAL
DOLLARS INTO THE $90 MILLION BUDGET GAP WHICH FORCED THE CITY COUNCIL
TO MARE SLASHES ACROSS THE BOARD IN POLICE PATROLS, PRISON SECURITY'
AND FOOD ALLOWANCES FOR NEEDYFCHILDREN. BUT HE COULD NOT REPAIR THE
TERRIBLE BLIGHT WHICH AFFLICTS SO MANY HOMES AND ?APARTMENTS IN THE

NoT TOO MANY
SLUMS #¥®® BLOCKS FROM THIS HOTEL.

MOST MAYORS HERE TODAY COULD TELL' SIMILAR STORIES OF
DEPRIVATION AND DISASTER. WHAT IT ALL ADDS UP TO IS A FUNDAMENTAL
URBAN ‘TRAGEDY THAT WILLI BARELY BE TOUCHED BY REVENQE SHARING OR ITS
SUBSTITUTE. UNLESS WASHINGTON DOES MUCH MORE,IN EVERY AREAS OF CONCERN,
MOST OF YOU WILL RETURN TO. THIS CONFERENCE NEXT YEAR AS LITTLE MORE
THAN CARETAKER MAYORS OF CARETAKER GOVERNMENTS IN CITIES WHERE SURVIVAL
IS A CODE WORD FOR SLOW DiSINTEGRATION.

I HAVE HEARD IT SAID THAT THIS IS WHAT YOU DESERVE =-- THAT
ARCHAIC AND INEPT LOCAL ADMINISTRATIONS HAVE BRED THEIR OWN PROBLEMS =~
THAT THE MAYORS ARE SOLELY RESPONSIBLE FOR: THE URBAN MESS. I HAVE

HEARD THE CHARGE THAT YOU CANNOT SPEND WISELY AND THE IMPLICATION

THAT GREATER WISDOM RESIDES IN WASHINGTON. AND I CANNOT BELIEVE WHAT

I AM HEARING.
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MAYORS ARE NOT PROLONGING THE WAR IN VIET NAM -- A WAR NO

GENERAL CAN WIN AND NQ REASON CAN NOW MARE RIGHT -- A WAR WHICH HAS DRAINED

OUR TREASURE FROM THE TASKS OF LIFE AT HOME TO THE TASKS OF DEATH ABROAD.

MAYORS HAVE NOT DRIVEN OUR PROSPERITY INTO THE GROUND, PUSHED

OUR PRICES OUT OF SiGHT; ,OR MADE THE JOBS OF WORKING MEN AND WOMEN PAWNS

IN A FAILING ECONOMIC GAME PLAN.

MAYORS HAVE NOT DECIDED THAT AN ABM DESERVES

PRIORITY OVER DECENT HOUSING. (@} MAYORS HAVE NOT VETOED INCREASED

APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE EDUCATION OF cnzmm Angd M&YOM ’\4"‘ """

l";‘u’eﬂ' Ouﬂur ce il L;u rjho‘ RO ‘04" 00 ml;uu p‘ﬂlm

ALL OF THAT W. DONE IN WASHING BY SUPPOSEDLY WISE
FEDERAL OFFICIALS. MAYORS ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR NONE OF IT. BUT THEIR
SRS
CITIES AND URBAN CITIZENS ARE LIVING EVERY DAY WITH THE PAINFUL IMPACT
OF SUCH MISTAKES -- MISTAKES MAYORS DID NOT MAKE AND CANNOT REVERSE.
SO IN THE 1970'8, THE FEDERAL OBLIGATION IS LARGER THAN
MERE SURVIVAL DOLLARS TO HOLD THE LINE ON DECAY. IT IS AS LARGE AS
n_
THE DAMAGE FEDERAL POLICIES HAVE ALREADY INFLICTED.ON OUR CITIES.
WASHINGTON MUST RECOGNIZE THAT THERE IS NO URBAN CRISIS. NOT BECAUSE
o = cewme o
THERE IS NO CRISES. BUT BECAUSE IT IS NOT JUST URBAN, IT IS A TOTAL
a— e

NATIONAL CRISES ~- AND IT REQUIRES A TOTAL NATIONAL RESPONSE.
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THAT GOAL IS SO EASY TO SAY, SO HARD TO REACH. ;H_C_)_W.-H_A_RE:
WE HAVE FOUND OUT IN RECENT YEARS. DESPITE THE WARNINGS OF THE KERNER
COMMISSION -~ DESPITE THE EARNEST WORDS OF MAYORS AND THE BEST EFFORTS
OF WORRIED SENATORS AND REPRESENTATIVES -- DESPITE THE RESOLUTIONS OF
THIS CONFERENCE -- WE HAVE NOT COME E!E& CLOSE TO WHAT SENATOR
HUMPHREY ONCE CALLED A MARSHALLFBLAN FOR UBAN AMERICA. NO WONDER
THE CITIES HAVE 'REMAINED SO FAR FROM THEIR POTENTIAL FOR A TRULY
CIVILIZED LIFE.

WE' CANNOT ACCEPT-EQEﬁ OF THIS FAILURE. THE KEY TO OUR
SUCCESS NOW IS 2225& ~= A COALITION FOR PROGRESS IN THE CITIES WITH
ENOUGH POWER IN THE COUNTRY TO MAKE CHANGE HAPPEN. IN THESE LAST
HOPEFUL DAYS, WE HAVE SEEN WHAT SUCH A COALTION CAN ACCOMPLISH:D
JUST WEEKS AGO, THE PROSPECT FOR EVEN A FEW NEW DRBAN::DOELERE 'SEEMED
SO BLEAK. THE CITIES WERE DROWNING -~ AND WASHINGTON WAS STANDING
ON THE DOCK DEBATING THE SHAPE OF THE LIFE.PRESERVER5 BUT TOGETHER,
MAYORS AND CITY OFFICIALS AND CONGRESSIONAL LEADERS HAVE MOVED THE
DEBATE OFF DEAD CENTER AND TOWARD SURVIVAF FOR URBAN AMERICA.

S0 THIS IS NOT THE MOMENT TO' DISBAND OUR COALITION, BUT
TO EXPAND ITS SCOPE. NINETEEN SEVENT¥-ONE MAY BE THE YEAR OF SURVIVAL,

NINETEEN® SEVENTY~TWO AND Tﬁb YEAR AFTER AND THE REST OF THE SEVENTIES

MUST BEGOME A IDECADE-OF PROGRESS "B THH EPIIES.
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A COALTITION FOR PROGRESS MUST MAKE ITS VOICE HEARD AND ITS VIEWS COUNT --

ALL THE WAY FROM CITY HALL TO CAPITOL HILL. IT MUST EXERT A MAXIMUM

THREE
EFFORT FOR“MINIHUH“DEMANDS.

FIRST, THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT MUST GUARANTEE A JOB FOR

EVERY WORKER.

EVEN WHEN THE INDICATORS TOLD US THERE WAS A BOOM, THERE
Eﬂ?‘NO BOOM IN YOUR INNER CITIES. AND THE CURRENT BUST HAS HIT

HARDER THERE THAN ANYWHERE ELSE. ONLY WHEN K THE'FEDERAL GOVERNMENT
P,

BECOMES THE EMPLOYER OF LAST RESORT, CAN WE EASE THE DESPAIR OF
COUNTLESS URBAN AMERICANS -- WORKERS WITHQUT WORK =-- WORKERS WHOSE
ANGER COULD SNAP URBAN TENSIONS INTO URBAN EXPLOSION AT ANY MOMENT.
WE MUST CREATE JOBS FOR THEM IN THE PUBLIC-SECTOR -~ AND WB' MUST
BEGIN WITH THE CURRENT PUBLIC SERVICE EMPLOYMENT BILL.

THE PRESIDENT VETQED THE BILL LAST YEAR -- AND' HE HAS

] [
THREATENED ANOTHER VETO: IN' 1971.° THAT IS NOT THE WAY FOR THIS
ADMINISTRATION TO KEEP' ITS- PLEDGE 'TO TAKE PEOPLE OFF OF WELFARE ROLLS
AND PUT THEM ONTO PAYROLLS, = AMERICA MUST FULFILL THAT PLEDGE.
= ezmsermm,

AND MAYORS AND SENATORS MUST PLAY-  THEIR PART BY DEMANDING A FEDERAL

JOB GUARANTEE FOR EVERY WORKER.

SECOND, THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT MUST ASSURE A LIVEABLE URBAN

ENVIRONMENT.
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I AM NOT JUST TALKING ABOUT POLLUTION. I AM TALKING
SRR s iy,
ABOUT THE TOTAL PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT. I AM TALKING ABOUT CITIES
g fr—aerst e ]
STRANGLED IN THEIR DRAFFEQ: BECAUSE THEY CANNOT SELL ENOUGH BONDS
s = S
TO BUILD ENOUGH MASS TRANSIT. I AMTALKING ABOUT SCHOOLS WHERE
R e iy ST TS
STUDENTS FALL FURTHER AND FURTHER BEHIND AND HOSPITALS WHERE
wWhIT POR CARE,
PATIENTS GROW SICKER WHILE THEY ARP=NEGERGEEE, AND I AM TALKING
g
ABOUT SLUM CHILDREN WHO CANNOT MOVE TO HOUSING THAT IS NOT THERE --
| ]
AND CANNOT AVOID THEODLEAD POISONING THAT IS EVERYWHERE.
om0
WE HAVE DISCOVERED AND STUDIED AND' EVEN ENDURED THE: DECLINE
OF THE: URBAN ENVIRONMENT. NOWIWE.MDSTngrSOHETHINGFTO CHANGE AND
IT :
EHHANC%A-- TO MAKE THE REALITY OF OUR CITIES EQUAL TO THE PROMISE OF
e s
URBAN LIFE. THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT MUST MUSTER THE RESQOURCES TO
BUILD AND SUSTAIN MASS TRANSIT, BETTER SCHOOLS, AND QUALITY HOUSING.
‘WE MUST PREFORM QUR MEDICAL CARE SYSTEM AND ENACT NATIONAL HEALTH
INSURANCE. WE MUST MAKE CITIES MORE THAN PLACES TO EXIST. WE MUST

MAKE THEM TRULY PLACES TO LIVE.
Sty

THIRD, THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT MUST MOUNT A MAXIMUM ATTACR

AGAINST URBAN CRIME.

CREATING JOBS AND REPAIRING THE TOTAL PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT
IS NOT OUR ENTIRE URBAN TASK, IT IS ALSO ESSENTIAL TO RESTORE THE RULE

OF "LAW IN THE STREETS OF OUR CITIES.
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IN THE URBAN AMERICA OF 1971, TOO OFTEN THE ONLY THING THAT WALKS
THE SIDEWALKSABFTER DARK IS FEAR., CRIME HAS SUBVERTED THE SENSE OF
Q01
COMMUNITY AND TRUST AND DRIVEN MORE AND MORE FAMILIEBSINTO THE ISOLATION
OF THEIR OWN HOMES -- GUARDED BY TRIPLE LOCKS AND THE SOLITUDE OF
P
SEPARATION FROM THE NEIGHBORS WHO SHOULD BE THEIR FRIENDS. THE PEOPLE
TR, o= P=—_ "=}
J/ OF OUR CITIES HAVE A RIGHT TO BE MORE THAN PRISONERH OF SUSPICION
AND APPREHENBION. THEY HAVE A RIGHT TO SAFE STREETS AND SECURE
LIVES AND PARKS WHERE A CAREFUL MOTHER CAN LET HER CHILDREN PLAY.,
BUT THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT HAS DONE SO LITTLE TO PROTECT
THAT RIGHT. WE gﬁgﬁ A NEW ATTORNEY GENERAL AND NEW RESTRICTIONS ON
; = am=—
THE BILL OF RIGHTS AND A SWING TOWARD STRICT CONSTRUCTION. BUT
VIOLENCE AND THEFT AND ADDICTION HAVE CONTINUED TO CLIME.
o WHAT THE CITIES NEED FROM WASHINGTON IS MORE RESOURCES,
SRSy
‘NOT MORE TOUGH TALK. THE CITIES NEED FEDERAL AID FOR ADDITIONAL
e s e =
POLICEMEN, BETTER TRAINED AND BETTER EQUIPPED., THE-CITIES NEED AN ALL
f= el
OUT' FEDERAL CAMPAIGN AGAINST DRUGS, AT HOME AND AﬁROAD, TO DESTROY THE
CURSE OF ADDICTION WHICH SPAWNS HALF OF OUR URBAN CRIME, AND'EITIES
AND STATES ALIKE NEED HELP TO MAKE OUR COURTS SURE AND SWIFT IN
[lrcapm e M o ]
CONVICTING THE GUILTY AND FREEING THE INNOCENT -- JUST AS THEY NEED
e ]

FEDERAL HELP TO'MARE OUR PRISONS PLACES FOR REHABILITATION INSTEAD

OF SCHOOLS FOR. CRIME.
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IN SHORT, BILLIONS OF NEW FEDERAL DOLLARS MUST BE POURED
INTO EVERY AREA OF URBAN ENDEAVOR FOR EVERY YEAR OF THE SEVENTIES.
THE COST IN MONEY MAY SEEM HIGH =-- BUT THE COST OF WHAT WE ARE DOING

Pane e S N e e e U e ey
NOW IS HUMAN SUFFERING AND HUMAN DEPRIVATION.
YR BN
AND WE CAN AFFORD TO PAY THE PRICE FOR ¥t DECENCY. WE
[str eSS i S ] )
CAN AFFORD LESS THAN SEVENTY-FIVE BILLION DOLLARS FOR DEFENSE.
P — ] :
WE -CAN AFFORD[ITO STOP A WAR WHICH IS INFECTING BRAVE YOUNG AMERICANS
SRS s e
WITH THE DISEASE OF HEROIN. WE CAN AFFORD TO INVEST THE SAVINGS
T
IN THE ‘SALVATION OF OUR CITIES, AND WE-CAN AFFORD NOTHING LESS.
e T e e Y

FOR HALF A DECADE AND MORE, MAYORS HAVE BEEN STANDING ON
THE THIN MARGIN OF DISASTER., I AM,CONVINéED THAT IN THE LAST
WEEK YOU AND YOUR CITIES HAVE WON{ A CHANCE TO STEP BACK FROM THE

”
EDGE. YOU HAVE PROBABLY WON SOME TIME FOR URBAN AMERICA -- SOMETHING
—— )

WHICH WAS IN DESPERATELY SHORT SUPPLY JUST A FEW DAYS AGO.

WE MUST NOW USE THAT TIME TO MOVE BEYOND DURBAN SURVIVAL,

-l  SEUER SRR e - ey

IF FOREIGN ENEMIES WERE DESTROYING OUR NEIGHBORHOODS,
UNDERMINING OUR HEALTH, POESONING OUR AIR, AND SPREADING CRIME AND
VIOLENCE IN OUR STREETS, THIS NATION WOULD STOP- AT NOTERING TO STOP

o T ———

THEM.
P

AND THAT IS ALMOST WHAT IS HAPPENING TO URBAN AMERICA,

THE ONLY DISTINCTION IS THAT THE ENEMY IS WITHIN -- THE ENEMY IS

INDIFFERENCE AND NEGLECT.
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WE MUST BEGIN NOW TO DEFEAT THAT ENEMY -- OR WE WILL
F
ILTEMATELY LOSE OUR CITIES AND OUR COUNTRY.
P ]

AS MAYORS, YOU HAVE BEEN IN THE THICK OF THE BATTLE
YEAR AFTER YEAR.

YOU AND YOUR ALLIES AT EVERY LEVEL OF GOVERNMENT HAVE
GAINED SOME VITAL GROUND.

NOW TOGETHER, WE CAN WIN THE URBAN BATTLE.

OUR CITIES CAN DO MORE THAN SURVIVE. THEY CAN PREVAIL.
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