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Biographical Note

Allen Pease was born July 10, 1925 in Wilton, Maméloward and Azubah Pease. His father
was a farmer and his mother was a teacher. Hedaitiewwilton Academy, spent three semesters
at Ohio University, one year at Farmington Statachers College (Now UMF) and finished at
Colby College. He served in the Marine Corps dukivigrld War Il. He was an Administrative
Assistant to Ken Curtis and a Professor of Polit8@ence at several Maine state universities.

Violet “Vi" Pease was born February 24, 1927 in &ely Maine to Evelyn and Elmer Call, a
farming family. She attended Higgins Classicalitng in Charleston, Maine. Vi and Allen met
at Farmington State Teacher’s college, where sherathin Home Economics. She was a
Democratic candidate for state representative 66,18 long time member of the York County
Democratic Committee from 1968 t01998, a membéheMaine Democratic State Committee
from 1968 to 1974 serving as Vice Chairman from8L&61972 and Chairman from 1973
t01974, and a delegate to Maine State Democratiw€dions from 1964 to 1996.

Scope and Content Note

Interview includes discussions of: 1952-1954 Mdbemocratic Party; 1954 Democratic



platform; 1954 Maine gubernatorial campaign; 196 presidential campaign; 1965 Maine
Action Plan; Vietnam War; Republican Party in MgiDemocratic Party in Maine; media,
WLAM; community histories: Levant and Wilton; Ku i Klan (KKK) activities against
immigrants and Catholics; and the 1970 guberndtelggtion of Ken Curtis.
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Transcript

Nick Christie: This is Nick Christie interviewing Vi and Alldhease on July 15th at their
home in Hollis, Maine. Could you please both syater names and spell them for the record.

Allen Pease: Well, my name is Allen Pease, that's A-L-L-EfE-A-S-E.

Vi Pease: And I'm Violet Pease, for short Vi Pease, andmame is spelled V-I-O-L-E-T, P-E-
A-S-E.

NC: And what are your respective dates and platbsth?

AP: Well I was born on July 10th, 1925 in Wilton, Me.

VP: And | was born in Levant, Maine, 1927, Febru2dyh.

NC: Now, Allen, what were your parents' names?

AP: Howard and Azubah, Howard is just H-O-W-A-Rdnd Azubah A-Z-U-B-A-H.

NC: Where were they from?

AP:  Well Howard was from Wilton and he had inhetitee family farm that had been a Pease
farm from about 1796. And Azubah was a Myrick frénoy, Maine. And she was a school
teacher, elementary school teacher when they rdarrie

NC: How did they end up living where they did?

AP:  Well, because my father was farming the honaektarm.

NC: Vi, what were your parents' names?



VP: Evelyn and Elmer, E-L-M-E-R, Call and they waiso farmers and so | grew up on a
farm.

NC: Where were they originally from?

VP: My father was from the town Levant and borrr¢hé&ly mother was born in Lowell,
Mass.

NC: How did she end up coming up to Maine?

VP: Well I'm not absolutely sure, really. | thinksome juncture her mother moved to Maine
and | think that's, but I, we've never figured thaite out, you know, really, as to how she
happened to come to Levant, Maine. But | think tha closest explanation is her mother
moved up here after her father died and, to segkayment or whatever, and that's how she
happened to meet my father.

NC: How big was Levant?

VP: Goodness, it wasn't big at all when | was gnguip. What would you think the
population would be, Al, back then, | wouldn't even

AP: Probably twelve, fifteen hundred.
VP: Or less.
NC: So basically just a farming community.

VP: Pretty much. Not so now, but then it was. aAmatter of fact, the farm is still a working
farm.

NC: Oh, wow.

VP: And my mother just died in the last, a year tg® August. She was nearly ninety-four.
And the grandchildren that she brought up, becthese mother died in her early twenties, are
working the farm still, and my brother.

NC: Soit's still owned by the family.

VP: Yeah.

NC: Wow. What do they farm there?

VP: Well, it's basically a milk production, cowscasell milk.

NC: Now what about Wilton, what sort of town waatth



AP:  Well Wilton was probably twenty-five hundrelt's eight miles from Farmington, which

is the county seat. Wilton itself was more of 8 town, as well as an agricultural community.
There was a woollen mill in Wilton, and a shoe sHégss Shoe shop. It's quite well-known and
still is, under a different ownership, still proéisc And had wood turning mills in it.

NC: So the mills had a big influence on the tovemgployment.

AP: Yes.

NC: Did you ever work in either of those mills?

AP: Yes, | worked in the woollen mill while | was, vacations while | was going to school,
while | was going to college, even after | got ofihigh school.

NC: What was your job in the mill?

AP:  Well, | worked in a place called the picker keuwhich is a place where they bring in raw
wool or rags to process, and before they are ctedredore it's cleaned, and then woven into the
material which eventually will become cloth. Sedrked in sort of the basic, where the process
started. Pretty rough job, and-

NC: Wasiit?

AP: Yeah.

NC: And you said you did that on vacations durilghtschool and college?

AP: Right.

NC: Now this is a question for Allen, what were yparents' political views when you were
growing up as a child and adolescent?

AP: They were the traditionally Republican.
NC: Republican. And that was a strong influencthenfamily, or -?

AP: My mother had been on the local school boautl) don’t, | would not consider her to be
a political person. My father had pretty strongite well-informed views on politics.

NC: So political conversations were present inithesehold?

AP: Yes, and we, you know, we had periodicals, papsrs and so on and were aware of
what was going on pretty well. And growing up, yaidn't have of course TV, you had radio
and, you know, your newspapers, then what you ézhat school. But we're talking of the
period about 1930s where traditionally Maine way \eavily Republican. It was really a one
party state as far as the state legislature's coede And only a few communities like maybe



Rumford, Lewiston, Biddeford, had Democratic mdjes. Basically mill towns that had a
fairly heavy percentage of Democrats. But theestgislature and the governorships went to
Republicans.

NC: And what were your parents' religious backgdsun

AP: They were Protestants. My mother was a Me#gtoy father, I'm not sure whether he
belonged to the church or not, but we had a chpesin we owned a church pew in the Baptist
church.

NC: And what sort of involvement did your motheddather have in Wilton?

AP:  Well, the only public office either one hadtth&now of was my mother was on the
school board.

NC: Right. What sort of influence did your parehéve on you when you were growing up?

AP:  Well, I always assumed that | was going togodllege, and | think probably that's from
my mother's interest in education, it was just sbassumed that | would go on. | never, | did
work on the farm but | never really gave that autjitt that | would continue to farm, you know,
as a lifetime project like some of my neighborsnemf my playmates always figured they'd live
on the, continue to live on the farm.

NC: And that wasn't necessarily -?
AP: | never really considered that to be attractorene.

NC: Okay. Do you remember at what point you begdmatve any political views of your
own?

AP:  Well, I was informed but | think that | didm&ally mature in my thinking until I was in
college. 1did a lot of, | studied a lot of hisgand was good in history when | was at Wilton
Academy, that was my high school.

NC: What was -?

AP: My first, the first time | voted was in 1948nd traditional in the family | registered, this
was after the war, | registered as a, or enrolted Republican and voted for Margaret Chase
Smith and for the Thomas E. Dewey who was the geesial candidate that year against Harry
Truman. | voted Republican in '48, so my evolutiome thinking more Democrat came after
that.

NC: Now I want to go back a little bit. Where gidu go to elementary school?

AP: 1 went to an eight-room schoolhouse. Yeah,ragdirst three years in school my mother
was the teacher.



NC: Okay, you were in her classroom?

AP: There was only one classroom; a one-room sbbaosk.
NC: Oh, a one-room schoolhouse.

AP: In (hamg Corner.

NC: What was that school like?

AP:  Well | thought it was a pretty good educatiexcept when we got through, in high
school, | was deficient in some subjects. We hatgs | had not taken, for example algebra,
and didn't have a very good background in gramr&ax, you know, | think foreign, | think

when | took Latin in high school | think the grantioal structure was hard for me for a while.
But a lot of the experiences there in that litta®ol were pretty good. In fact there's three
people in my graduating class in that, of the taghool, all three of us were on the honor role at
Wilton Academy.

NC: Oh, wow. So Wilton Academy was an acceleraigd school?

AP:  Well, in Maine there were a lot of private aeadges. Some of them had religious
orientation, and they eventually became pretty nthelpublic school for the town that they
were in. And my, that was the, Wilton Academy ktacdbwn board of trustees, but the money
really came from the town. And they did have saraditional five-year programs in which they
would have tuition students, you know. There miggate been forty or fifty of those academies
around the state. In fact, Vi went to a similae @am her high school.

VP: Yeah, but mine was different.

NC: What do you mean?

VP: Well, I went to Higgins Classical Institute@harleston, Maine. Our options, you know
were, living in Levant, there was no high schootofirse, and many youngsters went to Bangor
High or Brewer High. And several went to this, &'gprep school, Higgins Classical Institute was
a prep school, and a very good one, naturally.

NC: Now you went to a public school for elementseizool?

VP: Yes. | also went to a two-room.

NC: Two-room. Do you remember much about that elgary teaching?

VP: |really felt | got a very good education in migmentary schools. We had good teachers
and, I'd say, a good education. In that day amdcagtainly.



NC: Now, what were your parents' political views?

VP: Well, my parents were just totally devoid oé gholitical scene as far as | could ever
decipher, you know. They just, I'm sure if, | dphiteally don't know whether they even ever
registered to vote. If you can believe that i ity and age. But, | always had an interest in
politics. And | can remember as a youngster listgio the radio and thinking, “I wish my
parents talked politics,” you know. Because, yoow, your peers just, you know, back then
just didn't talk about politics, they talked absahool or sports or whatever, you know. And |
can remember listening to the radio, you know @&ithy don't my parents talk about politics?”
So | could know a little more about it.

NC: Was Levant a political town then, or -?

VP: No, I wouldn't call it a political town.

NC: What were your parents' religious backgrounds?
VP: They were both Protestant.

NC: Methodist?

VP: Probably Baptist. | don't know whether they@yg/ou know, registered in that church but
if they attended church it was the Baptist church.

NC: Now, you mentioned your parents weren't théitipal, but did they have any other
involvement in the community?

VP: Well my mother served once on, they didn't talschool board then, they had another
name for it, but she served on that one term. ofhr than that, basically they pretty much, you
know, worked the farm and that was their life, ymow, full-time, seven days a week.

NC: What influence do you think your parents had/on when you were growing up?

VP: Well, that's hard to know. I, | was alwaysaaly strong-minded youngster and | kind of
created my own world, really. Is from early oreldnged to the 4-H Club which was, you
know, really a great program back then. And, lipgrated in that and made exhibits for the
Bangor fair, which is a big, and still is, a bigrfand oftentimes got first prize and that shocked
my parentsynintelligible word. And | actually went to church in the adjaceawn,
Kenduskeag as | grew up.

NC: This was a Baptist church?

VP: It was a Methodist church.

NC: How did you get involved with that church?



VP: Well, we lived, our house was the last houdereehe Kenduskeag line, so some of my
peers, or my friends, lived in Kenduskeag, bec#usas so close, you know. And it was
through them primarily that | chose to go in thaédtion as opposed to the other direction,
which would have been up in Levant, because théise they went, and | liked to go with
them. As | did with the library. They had a nitie library and every Saturday we'd walk two,
two and a half miles with our little shopping baglacome back with a bag full of books to read
for the week. Yeah--- Summer, winter, fall andirsgpr

NC: Now, about the Higgins Classical Institute? Haigywas that school?

VP: Oh dear, | don't know what the population @& sithool would be. I'm not very good on
those things.

AP: How many in your class, Vi, graduating class?

VP: | can't even remember that, that was a long ago.

NC: But it was considerably bigger than your eletagnschool.

VP: Oh yeah, it was a good-sized high school, pofol.

NC: Do you remember any specific teachers thatahlaig) influence on you?

VP: Well I, my favorite teacher probably was my wligtry and my algebra teacher.

NC: Do you remember their names?

VP: Mr. Keith was the chemistry teacher. | hadedént teachers for algebra and geometry
and advanced algebra. Mr. Meter taught one oftharsd | can't really recall who the other
teacher was. But they were good teachers andalgctve had a lot of good teachers at the

school.

NC: Do you remember one specific subject or angifipd¢opics that you became very
interested in, in secondary school?

VP: Well, as | said, | just had an affinity for chistry, and | liked algebra. English |
tolerated. But | was never very good about writgsgays, so that was a chore for me that-.

NC: Right. Now, and what about you, Allen? Do yemember any specific teachers at your
school that really stuck out?

AP:  Well | remember all of them pretty well, and-.
VP: You went to a small school.

AP:  We had a, well, Wilton Academy at that timelgably had two hundred and fifty students



in the @nintelligible phrasg two seventy-five possibly. The principal, MagiEarl was

principal all four years, and he also taught arasmmnal course in history. | remembered him
well. And Abner Toothaker who was a coach as aglived in my, in the neighborhood.
Sometimes | went back and forth with him, | knemlguite well. He used to tell me, “Don't go
into education unless you want to be paoniigtelligible word.” Harold Karkos was the senior
English teacher and that's why | kept in touch weith most of my life, once in a while. And

but I, yeah, | remember them all with quite a lbiaffection. My principle strength in high

school was, that's probably, | really enjoyed nstdry and social science type courses the most.
Had a lot of interest in that. | read a lot, r@ddt in the library as well and was quite curious

like that.

NC: Now what year would you have graduated higlostth
AP:  Forty-two.

NC: Forty-two. You said you first voted on theioatl level in '48. So in that six year period
do you feel that you had really come to having puddican point of view on your own?

AP: Notreally. That that period of time | hadéaka year off and gone to Houston, Texas and
worked in the steel mill. And then | went into tliarine Corps, and | got out of the Marine
Corps in '46 and started college in '46. So, itls¢ élection that | was, that | had enrolled and
voted on was '48. | don't know that it was, dmihk it was just part of the whole atmosphere of
the time and the state, the newspapers, editoritdre and so on were generally fairly
conservative and Republican.

| was a good friend, | went out to Ohio Universityl947 and | was very good friends with a
guy from Connecticut named Ben Klimmer, and he way politically motivated. And | think
for the first time | realized how biased, I'm naymg biased in a negative way, but how slanted
or biased most publications were, newspapers agadneges. So this fellow, Benson Klimmer,
he used to talk about it and how you read one paperyou get one point of view, and it's
probably, another paper takes a quite different. W&y | became pretty conscious of that, you
know, at a fairly early, well, probably about twgntwenty-one years old.

NC: What university did you go to in '46? Ohio?

AP:  Ohio University, in Athens, Ohio.

NC: And how long did you stay there?

AP:  Well | was only there about three semesters.

NC: What did you study there?

AP: | studied, basically | studied journalism, yawow.

NC: What led you to that?



AP: Because | had taken, | had taken examinatind$aen, a sort of evaluation as to what
would be a potentially good field. | had somesdiditalent and that was one of the fields which
was recommended to me, was journalism.

NC: You mentioned you went to the Marine Corps.dAmu finished with that in '46?

AP:  Hm-hmmm.

NC: What were your experiences like in the, in@oeps?

AP:  Well, | joined the Marine Corps from Houstorexas. So | did my basic training in San
Diego rather than on the East coast, and | speat afdhe time in California or Hawaii. The

only military operation | was in was Iwo Jima aheas in that, and-.

VP: And then he has, part of his time he speriénvtar years life guard during his tour of
duty. Tough duty, you know what they say?

NC: Now, when you got out in '46 was the G.I. Billist have been a big influence. | was
wondering if you could tell me about your perceptad how that bill took place?

AP:  Well, actually the state of Texas passed alairhill for their people, so there was a kind
of a G.I. Bill in Texas for returning veterans. tBi course the national one, Congress passed
the federal one and that had been passed ingveein 1945. Forty-four, '45, so | knew it was
there about a year before | had been discharged thas available and would help me in
college. So actually it helped a great deal.obpbly only, | never took any money from my
parents going to college, and | probably endedtupotby borrowing five hundred dollars to get
through. But, you know, compared to today's pnoitslewhy, for students, why, | got through
my undergraduate program only owing about four heddlollars. Which is quite different than
the experience that -

VP:  Our children never had.

NC: You mentioned Colby. What year did you firstezrColby?

AP: lwas in Colby in, | guess | went in in '48grduated from Colby in February of 1950.
NC: You were able to transfer credits over fromd2hi

AP: Yeah. | had been, had also been one yeae &aimington State, at the what was then
called Farmington State Teacher's College, whiaethisre | met Vi.

NC: Now, what did you study while you were at Calby

AP: My ma-, well | took a lot of economics, butddtwenty-three hours of economics so |
patched it together to make a major in, it wasechHistory and government economics major.



So | had kind of a combination of economics, gowent and history.
NC: Why did you choose to go to Colby College?

AP:  Well, it was a pretty good college. In stattdad a higher reputation than the state public
university. And it was comparable to Bates Collefyed it might have been a cut below,
considered a cut below at that time, to BowdoimwBoin at that time was, was all male and
probably would be the highest rep, at least othefstate, had more distinguished graduates
from Bowdoin than the other colleges. And, soad lalso had a cousin that went to Colby, so |
was somewhat familiar with it.

NC: Do you remember any specific people or teacae@olby that really stick out in your
mind?

AP: Yeah, very much. My advisor was a fellow narRadil Fullam, who was chairman of the
history and government department. And he actwedly a, he was kind of my mentor and he
was also the mentor of Don Nicoll, that you prolyadole familiar with or maybe met him
already. Don was one year ahead of me at Colldyaathat time Fullam was using him to
grade some of his papers so, you know, he was @ lgjstory student and so on. And so, we
also had an economics professor named Breckinaddesverybody kind of liked him, they
called Eccy with Brecky, you know. So most of Kmds that went through they look back, the
alumni look back and they, they remember him. Tihene were a number of others.

But in 1954, Fullam ran for United States senasoa ®emocrat against Margaret Chase Smith.
And so '54 was the year that I, | really started/tm know, | not only supported Fullam but |
contributed, that was the first person | ever abaoted money to. And so, but that happened to
also be the year that Ed Muskie was, ran for Mgmeernor. It was kind of a, that's kind of a
threshold year as far as the modern Democratiy Baconcerned, 1954.

NC: | want to go back a little bit to '48. You nti@med voting for Margaret Chase Smith. |
was wondering if both of you could tell me what yoeflections are of her?

AP: Well Margaret Smith was, she was the wife obagressman, and when he died she ran
for his congressional seat and won. And so she alagys had a favorable image in the state,
so she always won quite handily up until the tirne Bnally was defeated by, you know,
Congressman Bill Hathaway at that time, that wa&19guess. And, so she was a, she was
well-regarded and there wasn't any problem. WAgtéd for Thomas E. Dewey rather than
Truman, | guess the thing is that Dewey was for(mméntelligible phrasghad been governor of
New York, he was quite progressive, representedind so | didn't really have any problem at
that time of making that decision of voting for sleatwo. But | was not involved in the
campaigns at any level at that time. It was prbbatier that | became, probably most every
election | was involved to some degree. When | atagaduate school, we usually got involved
with some campaign.

NC: Now, Vi, where did you go to college?



VP: | wentto Farmington State Teacher's Colle@écourse now it's Farmington and the
University of Maine.

NC: Right. Why did you choose to go there?

VP: Well, there again we go back to peer identiftog and a very good friend of mine from

Kenduskeag was going. And they had a that timeghiytthe top home economics program in
the state and | was interested in that, as a caryioom some of the projects I'd done through
the 4-H Club and all that business. And so, | i@ophnd was accepted and went.

NC: You majored in home economics.
VP: Yes, B.S. degree.
NC: Do you remember any specific people thererdaty stand out in your memory?

VP: Well, | remember a lot of them. Of course GRaberts, have you run across him? Well
you will eventually, | think. He was our historgc&agovernment teacher and he's, actually he's
very ac-, became very active. He wasn't at the,tpolitically, but he did run for the legislature
later, after | graduated, and was really quite mumsual professor. A memory that I've never
equaled anywhere else. | mean, he came in, whecame in as a freshman, by day two he
knew every person's first name at least, and mtehdielast name. Now, that's quite a feat.
And, you know, plus the fact he was a very goodheg you know. So he probably would be
one of the most memorable teachers | had.

NC: And what was your political thinking at thang?

VP: Well, I don't know as | really was thinking yeolitical at that juncture. | was political,
but not party political. | mean, | ran for pregidef the student government and, you know,
various organizations, but not thinking in termghad political end of the scope, you know.
Because, at that time you didn't have anything Ylkeng Dems and Young Republicans like
you do now in the colleges. So, there just neves mvach political identity on the campus. So,
but as far as, but politically | was active, but mobgovernment.

NC: Now, do you, would you say that that might hageething to do with the fact that
Maine was a one party state, or do you think ithhltave something generational to do?

VP: Well, | think that could have, the businesshaf party being a one party state would be a
factor. But | think also that at that juncture, bat '45, the end of the war was going on and
people were more concerned with that really thampiblitical structure. You know, that
affected families all over, you know. And it jusasn't a big thing on campus. | mean, people
just didn't talk politically to any great extentath recall, anyway.

NC: Now, can you tell me about the first time the of you met?

VP: Well, again Gwil Roberts comes into play. Thating Club had an outing, and Gwil was



leading it. And we were climbing Tumbledown Mountaand | really didn't have a date. | had
my lunch and my roommate was with me, and we stante with a couple of other guys and
pretty soon this Al Pease comes along. And wheamre back down the mountain | was with Al
Pease and have been for fifty-one years.

NC: So, you got married in what year?

AP: Nineteen fifty.

VP: Yeah, we just celebrated our fiftieth weddimgpiaersary last year.
NC: Congratulations.

VP: And it was a big time, big do.

NC: Now, | want to ask Allen, you said that Paull&u and Don Nicoll, that you were
introduced first to Don Nicoll through that profess What were your initial impressions of Don
then?

AP: Don was not in the service. He was eitheyallyt, | suppose he was somewhat younger
than | was, I'm not sure just why he was not ingdbevice. But he went directly to Colby from
high school. He was a very controlled, intelliggay, very. He was serious and -

VP: But a dry wit.

AP: And he was active in a number of organizatimmg always could be relied on as a
competent person. So | knew him, | don't know theater had a class, | don't know that he and |
were ever in the same classes because he wasabkesd. | know that at least in one of my
courses with Fullam, he was a grader in, for Fullaenwas grading for Fullam. But if you want
to jump ahead a little bit, Nicoll I'm sure wastmsgnental in getting Paul Fullam to run for
senate.

In 1954, the person that became congressman, #sathen a circuit court judge, from Bates
College, Frank Coffin. And Frank Coffin and Muskigreed to run, one for, agreed to run, and
they needed a candidate to run for the senatef-alfein eventually agreed to run. Don Nicoll,
so Frank Coffin became chairman of the Democratityp and Don Nicoll was hired as his
administrative, as his executive director. Andadllibad been with, | think he'd been kind of a
radio newsman | think with WLAM perhaps, in LewistoSo he had some kind of public
relations background, plus his interest in it. i@ sense, Muskie, Coffin and Nicoll, playing
different roles, they really triggered the, kindtlké modernization of the party, of the
Democratic Party.

And, later on John Donovan, who was at that tineégmsor of government in Bates College, he
became chairman of the Democratic Party. And jmgaigain down the road, four years later
when Muskie was elected to the Senate, Donovan ea@amb as his first administrative assistant.
So you, that's where, so you did have this piatiyng Bates College convention with that,



revitalizing the Democratic party, which is a Btihteresting. Because later on, probably, there
were several of the Bates College government fachit were identified with the Republican
party, you know. Doug Hodgkins and Garold Thumrhesione would be probably, | imagine
Doug is retired now, certainly Thumm would be.

NC: No, Hodgkins is still a teacher.

AP: But he was a, he's a fierce, he's quite angod#ts a great authority on Maine politics, and
he -

NC: He was just quoted in ttf8un-Journatalking about the Lewiston, some of Lewiston
Democrats.

AP: Yeah. No, he's very well, is very much infornzadl has been for years on Maine politics,
election statistics and so on.

VP: Tell Rick about, you left that out, about y@xperience with Fullam there when, when he
said if he were elected.

AP:  Well, | don't know.
VP: Well, I think it's kind of interesting.

AP: | had, this is jumping ahead quite a bit, beeauhad come out of graduate school at Ohio
State in Columbus, Ohio and | had an opportunityoime back to Farmington. And | really
replaced Gwilym Roberts, Vi had talked about himeglaced him. Roberts had a Fulbright to
Wales, see. So we not only replaced him, but \ildived in his apartment while he was gone.

So, | say, I was back in contact with Paul Fullard e had encouraged me to go to graduate
school and so on. And then he told me, it wasndutihe campaign, that he was going to take a
sabbatical after the campaign and all the exciténaenl then, he was going to Ireland. And he
said that he would recommend me to replace hinodiyC And he @nintelligible phrasgwhen
he got back that they could make that position p@ent. And about a month or so after the
election Fullam died and that was the end of tiBaft, he died and he was buried in, he had a
High Mass, he was Catholic, he had, you know, @aaHligss in Waterville and, which Muskie
attended and of course probably, you know, hundoégsople.

NC: He was quite an influential man.
AP: Yeah. It was also in '54 was, that was the finse in Maine politics that TV was used.
NC: Let me flip this tape over real quick, so-

End of Side A, Tape One
Side B, Tape One



NC: Okay, we're continuing the interview. Now, &l you were talking about TV and its
impact on Maine politics.

AP: That was the, see, Muskie had gone in foreégeslature as a Democrat and he had done
well, but the, there were only about twenty-fivetlurty Democrats in the legislature of a
hundred and fifty-one. He still was respected paty know, the Republicans were a very heavy
majority.

So he ran, when he ran his [gubernatorial] campthtigyn used the TV somewhat, and he was,
you know, a tall, imposing figure and had a nataral about him that, | think, created some
confidence, and | think that helped him a lot iatthHe did travel around the state, too, but |
mean he also used the TV. And Fullam was on T¥,@&sd he got beaten pretty badly by
Margaret Chase Smith. But still, he got over fgéycent of the vote, you know, which was at
that time, you know, she was of course heavily fado But, when Fullam was on the TV, he
kind of talked like a professor and that didn'tuymow, that might not have been too attractive
to a lot of people.

But let me make a comment about this backgrourietatiestantism and Republicanism, because
that tended to be the way things were at that imdaine. In the traditional family, say the

rural family, farm family like mine and her pareising of this farm Protestant tradition, tended
to look at the Democratic Party as being pretty mtmmposed of one or two sorts. One is what
was left of a Democratic Party in Maine in the Cidar that had sort of waffled on the Civil

War and had, many of them, almost like they, thepted to compromise on the Civil War.

And the Republicans in Maine became very strongthedssue was the Civil War, you know,
whether to go to war, and Maine contributed a gnesty of the, a great percentage of its people
were active in the war and believed in the warofoe reason or another. And both my
grandfathers were in the Civil War, so you hadtédm&lency to vote as you shot. And after that,
one of my grandfathers was active in the, in thpuRécan Party. He'd go to the conventions, he
held a postmaster's job and stuff like that, wimels political patronage in those days.

So you had this one group of Democrats that wetteo$§@ssociated with being sympathizers of
the South during the Civil War. And the other gy@f Democrats were pretty much mill
workers that came down from Canada, many of theendfr, and some of them were immigrants
from Europe. Like Muskie himself, from a Polislmiidy (unintelligible phrasg There's quite a
Polish settlement in my hometown of Wilton as vaallin Rumford. So, and frequently they
were Roman Catholic rather than Protestant. Sokpow, it was almost if you knew a person's
religion back in the thirties and forties, you wablkhow their politics.

And there was in the 1920s among conservative Rigaunls, there was quite a Ku Klux Klan in
Maine. And it was, it was not directed againsthlecks or the Negroes, it was against the
European immigrants and the Catholics. And | ssppmu'd say the Jews, although | don't
know if the Jews were much of an immigration at fh@int.

NC: Well, can you tell me anything else about thbgut the KKK in Maine or-?

AP: It was a very, it was only, it was probablyeliz 1919 to 1924, '26 phenomenon, and it



died out. There was one presidential, one potgmtgsidential candidate from Maine, a guy
named Owen Brewster, Senator Brewster, who wasatiged by some saying that he had been
a member of the Ku Klux Klan, of that Klan. I'mtrsure he ever was, but he very likely could
have been, he very likely could have associatel thgm. They would be, many of the people
that would be considered respectable, traditioyze Maine people might have been sort of anti-
foreign. And that sort of, that sort of would, thnaould not have been impossible for many
established people to have had sympathies with.them

VP: Actually, there was a very strong movementtrlggre in this area. Because a friend of
ours who lives across the river, his aunt was weugh involved in the Ku Klux Klan, and when
she died, well, several years ago now, when theyt Weough her belongings they found all this
Ku Klux Klan material.

AP: And the cape’s the cape. And she was an egldigadman, she was a school teacher, you
know, she died about 1975 probably, you know, gi@'® a long time.

VP: But we just were in awe when Carol and Ben ébtmat stuff in her trunkaugintelligible
phrasg.

AP: But @nintelligible phrasgwhat I, kind of what | said there that there waMaine

among the Republican party, there was a tendengcyof@upport quite a lot of progressive,
Republican progressive things. For example, Tdelolysevelt was probably the hero of a lot of
the people. And Teddy Roosevelt, | believe, wonridavhen he ran as a Bull Moose, as an
independent when he ran the Bull Moose ticket.

NC: Now, you were talking about the Franco-Americammunities and how they might not
have been accepted by the entrenched, traditiongg$tant segments of the Maine population.
Was it more that they were foreign, or more thayttvere Catholic?

AP: No, | think it's because they were broughthey were not traditional. They were brought
in by the bankers and mill owners to work. And thegk jobs that the Maine people were
reluctant to go into, you know. They'd rather, Mapeople would rather do something else. So
they took rather menial jobs working by the houndAand they tended to, often lived in
company housing, and often were sort of crowdedttay and created their own environment,
had their own language that they preferred to spaak many of them that was the only
language they could speak. And they created @veirchurch and so on. Well, it wasn't just the
French or the Polish. The Irish immigrants alsa sense became an enclave, and they were
treated as a minority for quite a while, you know.

VP: And the Acadians, don't forget the Acadians.
NC: Who is this?
VP: The Acadians.

AP:  Well, he's talking about the, that's a différéimat's a Frenchugintelligible phrasg



VP: Yeah, but they're Catholic, most of them.

NC: Now, what was the perception, this is a quediio both of you, about, of the mills,
outside of the mill towns. How was Lewiston or Rard, how were they viewed by the
farming communities?

AP:  Well, like my mother's sister, my Aunt Lena,sarareally well educated woman, she was
also kind of a historian. And even though she was jand lived on the farm, she really looked
down on the mill workers in the pulp mill in Jaikooked down on their way of life, that they
were dependent on somebody else for a job andhéarincome. And | don’t know that was
entirely because, see, there was a prejudice ddhera as individuals as much as, that didn't
really want to associate with them. Just, thay theren't her kind of people.

NC: How about you, did you get a feeling?

VP: There was, where we lived near Bangor themretivas none of this, you know. We were
quite removed from any mill town.

NC: Any immigrants, immigration.

VP: Well, if there were any it wasn't a big dealuyknow. Like, | mean if we'd lived closer to
any of these towns we've mentioned, Biddeford aviston or up north, Madawaska, Fort Kent
and all those things, it would be a different stoBut, | never heard any discussion in my family
about immigrants to speak of.

NC: Right. Now | want to move ahead a little biti, when did, when did you first get
involved in politics?

VP: Well, when I first got involved actively in pbts was actually, well, | was kind of
indirectly involved with politics when Al was tedoly at the college in Presque Isle, just by
association because he'd been asked to work oncmgaigns. And so that sort of peaked my
interest also. | thought, “Oh, now I'll really irout what politics is all about.” And then, when
we moved down here to Buxton when Al taught atableege in Gorham and the university, we
lived in Buxton. And the chairman of the Democrd&tarty, | may have been selected as vice
chair then, but he asked me to run for the legistatso | got heavily involved in a hurry. And, |
didn't win, but | ran against an extremely popglantieman who ran an IGA in Gorham and -

NC: What's an IGA?
VP: A store, well, like Shop 'n' Save but not agds Shop 'n' Save.
NC: And he had name publicity; people knew who las.w

VP: Yes. So | was kind of a sacrificial lamb, duymust put it that way. But actually | did
pretty well, because we hadn't lived here that lang of course in these little towns, you know,



you have to live here all your life or you're neaecepted, you know.
NC: You're not a native.

VP: You're not a native, you're from away. Butyés a very interesting experience and |
really enjoyed it.

NC: So now | want to get both of your perceptio®u were talking how '54 was really the
threshold year for the Democratic Party in Maiférst, | want to get just your initial memory of
Frank Coffin, and what sort of man he was on ageaklevel and as a politician.

AP:  Well, Coffin's reputation would be that he vim#liant and perhaps more intelligent, say,
than Muskie, although, you know, that's subjectilreother words, someone might say he was
the brains behind what was going on in gettingpidwey going. Coffin was a low-key man, very
rather subdued. And he did get elected to Congaegshe came back and ran for governor in
19-, | think, I think 1960, and ran for governoddme was defeated. It might have been '58. No,
| think it was '60, yeah, '60. And he was defeate he had a way of speaking, as | say, kind
of low key and kind of intellectual, but he was aajood political type speaker, like a stump
speaker. He wasn't a commanding speaker, like Mwegks a stronger speaker. Coffin was
more like a professor, more giving information aadon but not a kind of a rousing type person.
| think the -

VP: Very well respected, though.

AP: Yeah, he was so, and of course eventually bechemwas appointed by President
Kennedy to the court. But, when Coffin was eledte@ongress, | believe this is correct, when
he was elected to Congress, Nicoll went down, DmolNwent down as his administrative
assistant | believe.

NC: Yes.

AP: Because, | know | was in Presque Isle at ihat,tso. And | talked with, and Don, |
talked with Don and he said, he asked me at thve i | would be interested in taking over his
job as a executive secretary to the Democratig/p8ad | know we talked about it. So Don was
leaving, | guess, right about that time for Waskong And then eventually went on the staff of
Muskie down there.

NC: Now what were your perceptions of the majoispealities within the early Democratic
Party?

VP: Well, one thing I liked, while we're on this Bkie bit a little bit, | think that you can't

ever dismiss the role that Jane Muskie playedercimpaign. She was extremely well received
and liked, 1 think, by both men and women. Youwnalong the line for years, | worked with
her closely when | was chairman, and prior to #isd. But she was, she should never be
dismissed at all, because she played, | thinkyyaegsential role to his being elected and was
extremely well liked.



AP: She was kind of a local beauty queen, she wag very attractive.

VP: But she was also real and people recognizedytba know. She was just, she could go
into any type of group and they felt comfortablehaner.

AP: And she would remember, she would remember gaares more likely than Muskie
would.

NC: Really?

VP: Yeah.

AP: Yeah, she would engage in small talk easiar Maskie. But Muskie -

VP: As a matter of fact, | had an unusual expegeAnd you may want to cut this, but when |
was vice chair of the Democratic Party here in Maime had set up in Sanford, because | was
still, even though we were living in Augusta attttime because Al was on Governor Curtis'
staff, we still maintained our residence down harel our home was here. And we had set up
this big program over in Sanford, and of courseeBe\Beliveau was chairman at that time and
he’d sent me down to represent the party in Sanfémt | went in, of course | had, you know, a
fairly prominent role. And Muskie had no idea wheds. And | wasn't too happy about it, I'll
tell you. So | went up to him and | said, “Senatarskie,” | said, “do you know who | am?” |
said, “I'm Vi Pease and I'm vice chairman of therDeratic Party.” He never forgot my name
after that.

NC: Wow. So how did you first become involved wiitle state Democratic committee?

VP: Well, I'd been a member of the York County Dematic Committee for several years, and
at a certain juncture they asked me to run foxamocratic state committee, so | did and won.

NC: It seemed like the natural step to take?

VP: Yeah, easily, and with a lot of good help, #mat's where my involvement at the state
level really began.

NC: What sort of responsibilities did you have?

VP: As far as being on the Democratic state conaefit
NC: Yup.

VP: Well, you really run the state organization.

NC: And what year again was this that you firseead at the state level?



VP: Well, | think it was, let's see.
AP: You ranin '68, | think.
VP: 1think it was '68, but I'm checking to makeesuYeah, '68 | think is correct.

NC: So, we talked about what the party was likdhie early leaders in the mid- fifties. But
now thinking ahead to the sixties, mid to lateisstwhat did the party, the Democratic Party in
Maine look like then? That's a question for bdtlia.

VP: Well, when | was involved in the Democratictsteommittee, we were very, we were
activists. | mean, really, we had this state oizyad like you'd never believe. | mean, we had,
in '66 | believe, or was it '68? Sixty-six | thinke had someone running for every seat for the
state legislature for the first time ever in thstbiy of the state of Maine. And the reason we,
and actually we traveled all over the state, imgw®ok and cranny you could ever imagine.
And it was kind of a difficult year because the didiates sort of wanted to spread themselves
out as individuals. They didn't want to be lumpegkther, you know, and let us run the
campaign. And we finally, after a few battles, fimally convinced them that if they'd give us
the money we'd run the thing, the camp- and it dfith. sure Governor Curtis would never have
become elected if we had not done that. We wekeeticorganized.

AP: Well, you're talking about the second election.

VP: Yes, the second election.

AP: The 1970 election.

VP: But, so the, | don't feel the state commitgead strong now as it was back then. But
certainly when we were running it, we were seriabeut it, and we had communication with
everyone all over the state. | mean, we had aenelous network going that was just
unbelievable. That was before | was chairman,algtuof the party.

NC: So you came into the organization when theyevpeetty well in place already.

VP: Well, yeah, to some degree, yeah. Becaubkem, I later as vice chair, you know, so |
knew what the game was and how to play it.

NC: Now you mentioned some of the battles you bauhtve with individual politicians, and
you also mentioned Ken Curtis. Was he one of tiigians that had to be convinced to -?

VP: He was least difficult. Muskie was the toughes
NC: Oh, Okay. Really?

VP: Yup.



NC: Can you tell me about that?

VP: Well, he just didn't want us, he didn't have tlonfidence, | guess, in us, and he didn't
want to release his money. And of course now #ikegun their campaigns individually. But it
was so much better for the party to do it that weegause there was much more activity, there
was much more interest, and people knew who wasmgnyou know, because we had some
money and could do some, a lot more mailings amgjshthat they can't do now, because they
don't have the money.

NC: With a chance also that if you run togethey yught also work together a little more
closely.

VP: That's right, yes. But -

NC: Now, in the early fifties there was the issfigrging to create a platform for the
Democratic Party to run with, and I've heard thaink Coffin had a lot to do with that. Can you
tell me a little bit about what you perceived thenbcratic platform to be at the beginning, and
how it might have changed or stayed the same a&swiemt on?

AP:  Well -

VP: And Bud fiamg was another person that was very instrumentgdderplatform
committee, too.

AP: Okay, back in 1954 Muskie, there was one thivag, some of the things that Muskie sort
of ran on, and they included strengthening the guawés office, reorganizing government,
economic development, and doing, giving a littlerenmoney to the education. And both

houses were controlled by the Republicans. He past) he won some of his program. And that
helped identify the Democrats with some economieti®mment, with some state assistance, and
with some concern for reorgan--, modernizing tla¢esgovernment. Although not much was
done at that time, it was put out as a problemd ¥as doing more to help the public

institutions of higher education, and also subsigizocal schools. So, Democrats had that.

In 1960 when Coffin was running for governor he madig thing out of abolishing what was
then called the executive council. Maine washat time Maine was, had a dual executive, we
had a governor, and a lot of things that he cooltiald to be approved by an executive council.
The executive council was always Republican attihad. And, so that was, although Coffin
was defeated on that, that was one of the issa¢slivays showed up in the Democratic party
platform. And there began to be also some cons®mge Democratic concern with some
environmental problems that were occurring. Thas @ little, back in the, in that particular
time, the fifties, was a little early for it to bery mature but in the sixties it became much more,
much more important.

I'll tell you an interesting little story about serof the attitudesufintelligible phrasg that
among the faculty that | was associated with attih@e. | was teaching at Farmington, and we
had a dean who was a strong Republican and a, $@ Weethodist deacon. And he was,



however, he was attracted to Muskie because Mugksetalking about aid to the public
education and helping out, and he'd see him onfd/le thought he was quite impressive. So,
and we were working on him in the offices thereafter the, three or four days after the
election. He ended up voting for Muskie. And thencame back three or four days later when
they wrote it up in the paper and he said, “Wdik"said, “that did it.” “That's the only time I've
ever voted for a Democrat in my life and he turnatto be a Catholic.” “So,” he said, “that
really, that did it,” you know.

VP: But we all got such a kick out of it becausenas such a staunch Republican.

AP: Yeah, what aupintelligible word, he was hoodwinked once, we would never fool him
again. But that was kind of like they were, tisat;. But Muskie was attractive to a lot of people
who were, you know, became kind of cross-over, kKioaw, independents or Republicans.

NC: Maine's shown an independent tendency for guitdile then.

AP: Yeah. There was always, yeah, yeah, that sttbege's always been quite a strong group
that didn't care about being identified or enroliee@ither party.

NC: Right. Now, I just want to throw a few names.oJo Gaccetta? Can you tell me about
her?

AP: She worked for Jim Oliver down in WashingtonCDANnd Ken Curtis also worked with
Jim Oliver when he was, he is in, | think he waar¢hin '60, '62. And then, | don't know what Jo
did immediately. But Ken was, became, Ken ran i64l#®r, well Oliver ran in '62 again and he
was defeated. And then in '64 Ken Curtis ran flivéD's former seat in Congress, a
congressional seat. He was defeated but he beSaanetary of State, because '64 becomes the
threshold year, probably the next big year you wanalk about. That was when Lyndon
Johnson was elected and he won overwhelmingly im&laAnd we had at that time a ballot in
which you could vote either individually or you ddwote straight tickets and that brought in a
lot of people, in that '64 election. And it turntbe state legislature into Democrats for the first
time in, you know, maybe before the Civil War. Wighen Curtis went up as Secretary of State,
Jo, Jo Gaccetta went up as a, worked in the Segmeft&tate's office. And then after he was
elected as governor in 1966, she worked as higlstihg person and sort of a personal secretary
all the time he was governor.

NC: How was Jim Oliver perceived by -

AP:  Who?

NC: Jim Oliver?

AP: As a kind of a progressive, kind of a libevatrking-class kind of values, as kind of a
traditional type politician, kind of a little bitf@ blowhard, you know, in speaking, but a,

probably, | would probably think of him as probabhpre of a conventionally pol--,
conventional politician. And more of a, probablymadiberal than Muskie was perceived at the



time, Muskie being perceived as sounder and a litl more cautious. And, Oliver was just

there that one term and then he got defeated.CBuis, | think, learned quite a bit of politics
from Oliver, and he was more, he was less cautioars Muskie. Curtis this was kind of the

next generation.

NC: Now how did you first meet Ken Curtis?

AP: In 1964, when he ran for Congrepayfse for clock chimgs Well, in 1964 | was working
for, | was teaching at University of Maine in Partt. And | had a couple of students there that
were acquainted with Muskie, with Curtis, and | ditittle work for him, did a little writing for
him in the campaign.

NC: For Curtis.

AP: Thenin 19-, then when Curtis went up to ber&ecy of State, he very soon organized a
group to raise money and organize for him to rurgfovernor in '66. And he asked John
Donovan, who now was head of the government degattat Bowdoin College, and he asked
John Donovan and me to be kind of co-chair of @ésearch. That was, you know, about a year,
fourteen months maybe before the campaign. Siwaaking with him on the, very heavily
during the campaign while | was teaching. And | bathe students that were also working with
him. That was the way we got in connection. Weettleped what was called, we called it the
Maine Action Plan in 1966. The name, actually Dbecoll may have given it that name, but
there were a number of us that worked on diffepanmts of it, including George Mitchell. He
was on Muskie's staff part of the time.

NC: Before we get back to George Mitchell | wanask, when was the first time that you met
Ken Curtis?

VP: Well, about the same time Al did, yes.

NC: What were your initial impressions of him a®a

VP: Oh, very affable, pleasant, bright person. d Ae just seemed like a natural winner to me.
NC: Now, let's see.

AP: Curtis was, he might, Curtis probably would hetas impressive as a public speaker as
Muskie, but in working the crowd or just foolingoaind he had a much more buoyant type of
personality, and shaking hands with everyone, and-.

NC: Charming.

AP: Yeah, just a, he just moved very easily witbgde, so -

VP: Still does.



AP: Yeah.
NC: Right.
VP: We ought to mention, too -

AP: Of course Polly was, had two small childrethat time but she, you know, two, really
two babies through the campaign, -

VP: Yeah, but she did quite a bit.
AP: And she's a very, you know, a very attractigespn.

VP: We ought to mention, since we're in the '6@&aoé going to the convention in Chicago,
too, Al. When Muskie was running for presidentalwas quite an exciting experience.

NC: Tell me about it.

VP: Well, we chartered, actually that year we atr@d a plane and our whole delegation went
out together. And at that time we had, the stam@cratic Party, had organized an excellent
group of young Dems and many of them went withtas, And you'd recognize some of the
names, like probably Barry Hobbins and, well, DebdMood and Berube and several others, but
they went anyway. So, you know, we were some edaithen, you know, he was nominated.
And Al was instrumental in helping him, help Geowmgegte his speech and all. But that was
pretty exciting, I'll tell you.

NC: | bet.

VP: My role basically, | wasn't a delegate thatryéavas a delegate later to three conventions
but not that year. My basic role was to escortyPaibund. And that, we had a funny experience
on that. Here I'm supposed to be taking care Qfdre you know Polly Curtis, you ever met
her?

NC: No.

VP: Well, she's just a little thing ‘bout barelydifeet tall. And we went into this hotel, they
were having a luncheon for all the governors' wivaesl | had, | remember | had a white
sleeveless lime green dress on, a sheath. Andedinatht | had this button that the delegation
from the Virgin Islands had given me and it saiah, & Virgin Islander. And, it was really neat,
you know. And as you went through the lobby I'll y®u, it reeked of marijuana smoke.

NC: What?

VP: Ohyeah. And some guy went to grab it off mgsd, and here's little Polly Curtis, I'm
supposed to be taking care of her, and she loole bjpn and she says, “You leave her alone.”
And he did. We've laughed about that many times.



NC: Soitwas a real party.

VP: But that evening was pretty exciting, you knéwand George and all, and Ken getting
his speech together, and then we hastily got tegekiis great big party after the convention.
That was very interesting.

AP: That election in '68 was all, was very heauilyolved with the schism within the party on
the Vietnam War. And of course that's why Lyndohrson decided not to run because it, you
know, his popularity had gone down so bad. AndemvBobby Kennedy declared for, that he
was going to run, Ken Curtis threw his supportita.hWell, that was, that conflicted with
Muskie's ambitions because within the that, Hublerinphrey being vice president and planning
to go for the presidency -

NC: We're talking about the '68 election.

AP: Yeah. Yeah, it was, from the outset, it wasctbat Humphrey had a lot of respect for
Muskie, and Muskie was pretty high on his listlué, got the nomination of vice presidency.
Well, I don't know how much everyone knew about,thdon't know, well | knew about that at
that time, but Curtis had gone with Bobby Kennedg the Muskie people didn't like that.

And | don't, | remember Don Nicoll calling me, abdn had always been very helpful in the
Curtis administration. He was a good friend andhéiped on the government reorganization
task force, he chaired that at one point. Andesadiled up and really kind of reamed me out for
Curtis going with Kennedy. And he said, you kntw,said, “Well,” he said, “I'll finish up what
I'm doing, but” he said, “that's the last thing foing to do to help out,” and so on. So,
fortunately, you know, unfortunately of course, BglikKennedy was shot. And then by the time
we got to the convention Muskie did get the pickHymphrey.

And so there was some schism in the DemocratioyirDemocratic delegation, state of Maine
delegation. People that felt strongly againsiviae, as well as people that had gone along with
the administrations policy and so on. But once husvas picked as vice president, it all kind
of united our group, so we were probably abouithly happy delegation. The whole city's just
kind of burning around us, and Mayor Daley andall we had this big party at the Holiday
Inn. So we were pretty, there was pretty good) theed this chartered plane, we all flew back
together. So there was a good feeling. And ag,IMaskie invited Ken Curtis to give one of his
second the nomination speeches before the conweniithich is what Vi referred to that
George Mitchell primarily drafted, but | worked Wwihim. And so, you know, that little, that
schism kind of eased off, but that was one wayird lof uniting the party. And of course
Maine was one of the relatively few states | gubas well | don't know if relatively few, but
Maine did vote for Humphrey and that was becausegpily because, Muskie was on the
ticket.

NC: I'm going to stop the tape for one second.

End of Side B, Tape One



Side A, Tape Two

NC: ... Side A of Tape Two, of the interview wihand Allen Pease. | want to talk about
the, Allen, your work as an administrative assistanKen Curtis. Were you with him for his
entire term in office?

AP: Yeah, yeah.
NC: And what were your major responsibilities?

AP: Well, the administrative assistant was redily ¢hief of staff of the people that worked in
the office, really organized the office and keggaing on an everyday basis. I'll go back to
where it started. Curtis won that election in&s®@l the -

VP: And we had just bought this house.
NC: Oh, all right, you had just moved to Hollis,ayk
VP: Buxton.

AP: At that time, yeah | was teaching at the ursitgrand we bought the house here in August
and moved into it. So | guess about a week aftetsyaCurtis called and asked me to meet him
in Lewiston for a coffee. And | went up, and heeoffid me a chance to come up as the
administrative assistant. So | said, “Well, Hlk to Vi about it,” and went back and said, “Let’s
go.” And so | put in for a leave from the Univeysif Maine, you know, to go and, for a couple
years, but | really continued on, although | didbgek to teach courses once in a while.

Curtis had a good way of working with his staffthat he worked with people that had,
whatever their project was. Whether they were wagkwith legislation or some economic
development project, or working with governmentrgamization, something like that, he had an
easy way of being able to work with individualstbe staff. So | tried to operate pretty much
like you do with a faculty in the collegial way. dtyou know, that you're sort of working with
people that, they were, you were doing differemgh but you sort of, you're associates working
for a common cause but you're kind of specialiredaing different things. So, which worked
out pretty well. And all those people that Cubrsught in always had a high regard for him,
and he wasn't afraid to have people around -

VP: And very talented young people he brought in.

AP: He had some arrangement with the dean up te ¥aiversity, so he brought in a number
of people that were top of the class at Yale. Rebké Peter Bradford and Kermit Lipez and
Walter Corey and Michael Caine, and Jim Mitchelbvadso, you know. So about year or two
he'd bring in these guys and they would, sometimegd only stay a couple years and
sometimes they would stay for quite a while. Baithiad the, so these people came in, they were
outsiders, they weren't from Maine, but yet he ghduhem in on the staff, you know. They
usually worked on two or three high level projemtsl, you know, very capable guys. And



several of them have kind of, have also writtenksoabout the situation. Peter Bradford wrote a
book, Kermit Lipez wrote a book called Kenneth @utte kind of wrote the, he wrote a
biography. | organized a book called The CurtisréeWhich was a, basically it was the record
of the Curtis administration from a favorable pafview and, but also with a lot of factual

stuff there that wasn't available anywhere elsad Also, when | came in as administration
assistant there wasn't any, there really wasn'tecyrds except for the appoint-, people that you
had to appoint, the Secretary of State kept a degbr There really wasn't any system to it. So
before | was done | thought we had a pretty gostiesy, and | put a manual together callba
Governor's Officeand all the, using, showing all the forms thatused and described all the
procedures and so on. And a couple of the goveradministrations after that time used that,
you know, they modified as they wanted, but it génem a handle to start with.

When Curtis was elected, there was a few montles tife election before he'd be sworn in. And
so we used to go up to Maury Williams' house, and Nicoll and Maury Williams and myself
and Ken Curtis, and sometimes one or two otherlpe®&oy Whitcomb was sometimes with us,
he was the first guy that dealt with the press. medried to organize a budget and a program
for that first administration. And Don Nicoll wasry instrumental in taking our Maine Action
Plan and kind of developing a timetable for impletm&y, or presenting it. And also, one thing
that Curtis made a commitment, that every two y#sasthe Democratic platform was adopted,
we would see to it that the platform items wereadticed to the legislature, even if they were
things that we couldn't afford or couldn't maybpurt for one reason or another. And | don't
know that that's ever happened since, that we'deytar know, that the governor has really, say,
taken the platform seriously and tried to implemgndr tried to get it presented.

VP: Well, well, let me interrupt here. | was cma#an one of those years and | had the great
fortune of having an intern working for me for ar@ster for college credit. And her job was to
work with the governor's office to help implemeyau know, the platform. And as Al said,
everything virtually was introduced that was in ghatform.

NC: What was her name?

VP: Karen, now what's Karen -

AP: Hawk-, well, she was Karen, she was Hawkind,then she was married and at that time
that you knew her, she was Chuck's wife.

VP: Yeah, | was trying to think of Chuck's last ram can't think of it. Well, anyway, her
name now is Karen, what is her name, oh, I'm blugkhat out.

NC: Butyou got a chance to see how the platform beang understood by the legislature.
VP: Right.
NC: How did you perceive the Maine Action -?

VP: |think that's the first time a Democratic coitiae, state committee, ever had someone



working directly with the governor's office and tlegislature to, you know . . . .
AP: She was a Morton at that time, Vi.

VP: Yeah, Karen Morton at that time. She's beemigththree times, so. So that was, you
know, that was kind of an interesting experiendée probably wouldn't have been able to do it
any other, otherwise, because we just wouldn't lhadethe staff, you know. But since that was
a given, and she was loaned to us. Very brighggrerand | think she enjoyed it, too.

NC: Ideas were being coordinated.
VP: Right, and she’s, I think she enjoyed the elgpee a lot, too, you know.

NC: Now, how would you say the Maine Action Plalated to more national platforms, or the
Great Society?

AP:  Well, | think it was, | think it probably didave a similar philosophy in the sense that it
was, the idea of using government to try to solla af the social problems, economic
problems, in a way which is not being done nowllyeby either party too well. But |

remember one comment that Don Nicoll made when emewou know, talking about the role

of government on some of these things. “Well,’sh&l, “power unused is power abused.” In
other words, if you've got a chance to do somethimdjdon't do it, why, that's an abuse of power
as much as maybe trying to do too much.

Publicly, Curtis on his first term was, he was résd by the Republican legislators, they were
majority in both houses and he had executive cbatidRepublican. He was resented because
they didn't think he ought to be elected anywayabee he was young. And you had, he was
running against an incumbent Republican goverrmmthere was resentment there. And they
considered him kind of brash and young, untesteeh ¢hough he'd been Secretary of State.
Then he introduced all this program, different §ggnAnd Don, well there was a, Don Hansen,
who was a political writer for the Portland papatrshat time, he had an editorial on it. And he
said, “Curtis program leaves Republicans agog,” &, agog. In other words, just kind of.
So not only was Curtis resented in a sense wheaime in but the fact that he was proposing all
these things was certainly without much senseiofipy, just too much. Yeah, just too much.

So he didn't have the legislative support foré didn't have, but went with a lot of the, he went
with a lot of ideas and so on. 1 think it didhirik it resonated quite well among young people at
that time, and it helped attract a lot of peopléh Democratic Party. Because it was, if you
look in the next, by the time Curtis left the adisiration, | think, in 1974, we had more
Democratic enrollment than Republican enrolimenliaine. As compared to, say, ten years
before there would be like two to one Republicaver @emocrats, and still of course large
number that weren't enrolled in any party.

NC: It's a quick change.

AP: Yeah. Oh yeah, there was a big change. Thieswere the big, was the time of big



change, and-.
VP: And early seventies.

AP: Yeah, and early seventies. And in 1964, whamdbn Johnson was elected, because we
had at that time the straight ticket possibilitglgoeople weren't, they just voted for straight

ticket for Johnson. We had for the first time ihthht to see a Democratic house and Democratic
senate. And of course once they were in theyestad introduce some progressive programs
also and, you know, that helped, I think. And oficse they helped work for the Democratic
ticket in '66 when Curtis was elected.

Curtis had a tough primary in '66. He was runniggiast two very able, experienced people: the
president of the senate who was a Democrat, Bud,Reel he was an attractive candidate; and
then Dana Childs, Democrat, speaker of the ho8sethat was an unusual thing, you had
Democrat incumbent, Secretary of State, presidethieosenate and speaker of the house
running in the primary. Which Curtis won quite ddy, but there was a split, kind of a three-
way split going into the primary. And | think pralily the Childs people, you know, accepted it
really better than some of the Bud Reed people Bikntually | think they came around, too,
but -

VP: Well, the Bud Reed people would be the moreseorative end of the Democratic Party.

AP: Might be, it might have been. Might have bdenbetter, maybe some of the more
traditional but some of the better educated peimplkee party, and some businesspeople.

NC: Now Vi, you made a little noise when Bud Reedime was mentioned. | was wondering
if you could tell me about your perceptions of him.

VP: Oh well, he was a very personable guy. Extetit was, it was, we knew it was going
to be a tough race, particularly a three-way rdget, we had hoped that he wouldn't run, but of
course he did and I've forgotten the percentaggoheow, but he did well.

NC: He had quite a bit of connections.

VP: Well, he'd, you know, been involved in the &agiure so he knew a lot of people. But,
busy campaign I'll tell you.

NC: What do you remember from it? What things stauni?

VP: Well, everyone just, we organized and workemd lzand got out the vote. That's the key to
any election, and if you aren't organized, | thinkas co-chairman to get out the vote statewide
that year and I'm telling you, we hustled the vatesvery community.

AP: The Curtis campaign made an appeal that wakdia, it could be viewed as kind of a
desperate appeal, that came back to haunt KensQuittis second, when he ran for second term.
See, they had changed so that he had a fourgmay and didn't have to run again until 1970.



But in 1966, you know, polls were taken and pedyalée the impression and a lot of people
thought it was a very tight election and that Reeght win. So, as | understood it, Bob Dunfey
went to Rod Scribner, who was legislative, asstdt&gislative finance officer, and became very
important p-, a very important part of the Cursnpaign, and asked if Curtis could run a
program in which he pledged for no, no major nexesa Well, Scribner and | had put together
the tentative budget, but | wasn't consulted ohghaation. And | guess finally Rod said, well,
| guess barely, | guess barely could get by. Anthsy, they arranged this, someone wrote this
letter which Dick Dutremble signed as treasurexylmich it says that Curtis is running and
pledges, or promises, no major new taxes. THairly close to the election. And the, | know |
was surprised at seeing it because | had been mgpvkith the program and obviously some of
that stuff was talking a lot of money.

And, so, four years later, after the income tax b@ehn installed, and the sales tax had been
increased, and when Curtis ran in the primary énrén against opposition of a guy name Plato
Truman. And it was, stop, his slogan was 'Stopi€Uixes'. And this thing was thrown up that
he promised, that he had broken his promise thaaldepledged, this, you know, no major new
taxes. And that was a real, you know, that wasahweak thing, a real important thing. It may
have won him some votes to the first election,ibstire created a misconception among those
who looked at Curtis as coming up with some programd putting in some more money into
the institutions and the school subsidy. So itenddmade it very tight. And, but Curtis took it
seriously. And the Republicans in the legislato@ktit seriously, too, because they knew they'd
have to raise more money and they put a, theyaseid in the first session they added a sales
tax. And since Curtis had made this pledge, wieyétoed it. And so, they couldn't override
the veto, and so finally went back and resolvedtih some sort of a compromise. But, that was
a bad, that was an embarrassing move on -. AnthiKe&rpez in his book on Kenneth Curtis, he
explored that quite a bit, that was, he writesayaibit about that. If you get a hold of that book
you might be interested in that. So in, back agkoto the 1960 primary, see that, | mean 19-,
yeah, the 1970 primary, when he, for the second,tdrat was a big thing, the income tax going
on and the sales tax had been increased. Ands@ua of two minds about it, and he'd lost his
oldest daughter that summer, so, like in | guels 8o he was demoralized by that and he didn't
know whether he ought, | mean he was almost likafmonth he, you know, couldn't think of -

VP: Function hardly.

AP: He couldn't really do anything. And one dagttbummer, it was probably in August,
early August, we had a luncheon at the Blaine Hotiseas Governor Curtis and Senator
Muskie and myself, and this is something | alwaysllof respected Muskie for, his response.
But Ken says, “Look,” he said, “I know that I'miahility for having, you know, put on the
income tax, increased the sales tax. So, you kttewax and spend issue is going to be that’s
going to be thrown up, it's going to be a big issude said, “If there is someone that can do this
better,” he says, “l don't need to run.” And Muskaid, “No,” he said, “you have to run,” you
know, to do it, “for party responsibility to defetite program.” And so, that was, that, so that
became the, you know, I, you know, he made quiteegjave quite a lecture about it and he said,
that's responsible government. You do somethingdar principles, and then you have to
defend it and try to sell it. So that was kindadfirning point, so Curtis ran, he picked himself
up and got his campaign going, got his electionpaign staff working. But that was a kind of a



good little story about Muskie.

VP: Ken Curtis actually, he's remembered very fpndven, he's been out how many years,
you know, of office. And he was at our fiftiethuréon and the photographer, Chuck Campbell,
and he just shaking his head. “Boy,” he said, fdot we have another one like Ken Curtis, you
know.” You know, the so many people still talk abbim, you know, with affection really. Not
knowing him well, but they still just liked him.

NC: For the way he ran his, his work.

VP: And respected him. And, as Chuck said, he, $Hiel always had such a good sense of
humor.” Well Ken, you know, does have a wondesfuile, the man's all smiles. And there's
many, you know, practically everywhere you goh#y know we've been associated with Curtis,
why they'll say something nice. I've never hacd Wword, of course probably no one would say
it to us anyway, but no, he's remembered with méredous amount of affection. As Muskie's
remembered with a tremendous amount of respaoeah, you know, two greats, really. Of
course | thought Hathaway was pretty special, bob unfortunately he lost to Margaret Chase
Smith and that was the end of him.

NC: Right. Now, | was wondering if we could tallite bit about the '68 Maine state
convention. | have some names. You were DemodPatity chair in Maine in '68, and one of
them would be Louis Jalbert.

AP: Louis Jalbert was sort of self-proclaimed ahehtified by the press as Mr. Democrat.
VP: Sort of facetiously.

AP: And he was a kind of a master over the appatipn process and so on. He was not, he
was not so highly interested in the political pgitgtform as he was in the legislative process.
He was a factor in the legislative process, ang,wary kind of a able type of guy. And often
he didn't agree with some of the things that weevesing, he thought it was, you know, that we
were increasing taxes, or proposing taxes too mdehad been-

VP: He sort of had his own agenda.

AP: Well he had, we had elected for some strangsorea governor for a couple of years in
the 1930s a guy named Louis Brann, and Jalbersaa®f his administrative assistant at that
time, so he'd had some experience for quite a widlg he was elected from a very safe seat in
the legislature. He wasn't as far as | know vetiva, especially active in the party platform.
But we had a tendency at that time to try to goamat get someone quite distinguished to be
party chairman. One year we got Robert Stride whs the president of Colby College -
remember what year that was, Vi? - to be chairafdhe party.

VP: I'm not sure.

AP: I've forgotten where the '68, where was the '68/eation held?



NC: |don't have itin my notes.

AP: You don't have that, no. | think it was, I'mtrsure whether it was, | think the '68 -

VP: It must have been in Portland.

AP: | think it was. | think the '68 conventionRortland -

VP: Orwas it Augusta? | mean-

AP: | think | was on the government platform, suibaattee and platform committee, and |
don't remember who was chairman. But | believéghie year that we had quite a
demonstration on the Vietnam War, and we also HadkBwe had, really | think that was the

first time that we really had a Civil Rights, | hkithere were some Black Panthers in the
balcony, too.

VP: Well, | don't remember Black Panthers, but wd bome Blacks that were activists.

AP: |think that was it, | think that was them. tBuhink, you know, the big issue was the
Vietnam.

NC: How do you think that issue played out in Mapaditics?

AP:  Well, | think initially Maine supported the \fream War and went along with it. And |
think the opposition was primarily from the youngeiople. And, a lot of the people who went
into college, a lot of the kids in my class, yowWn were in there because they were, they were
doing it to avoid going in the service, they weaking the classes. So they had kind of a vested
interest in it. And they got a lot of, so theresvaalot of sympathy in the, for that point of view

in the Democratic convention. And there was, sanitl of split the party some. And we had,
somehow, we were able to compromise a foreign p@lian in a way, or worded in a way that
we got through the convention fairly well. But -

NC: Meaning without riling up one side or the oth®r?
AP: Well, we had to face it, but -
VP:  Without major -

AP: But we also had to face it again in 1970 cotearbecause the Vietham was, you know,
hadn't been resolved yet, and-

VP: Well, major displays and, you know, rebellidBut it worked out very well.

AP: In 1970, Dick Goodwin chaired the foreign afgplatform. You know Dick Goodwin,
the speech writer for President, former speechewfdr President Kennedy.



VP: (Unintelligible phrasé.
AP: Doris Goodwin's husband?
NC: I'm not familiar.

AP: Well, she's a leading, kind of a leading autkiamn the presidency, Doris Goodwin, Doris
Kearns Goodwin. She's often on the TV prograntis staows.

VP: Historian.

NC: Okay. No, | don't know.

AP: So Dick Goodwin, | think he chaired the, of txrihe had a reputation of being opposed
to the war, or he turned against the war. Sonktliat helped a lot because | think the people
who felt strongly against the war felt they had some, a spokesman for them, been recognized
by the party and so on.

VP: Well, '70, the convention was in Bangor.

AP: | don't know.

VP: Well yes you do, wasn't that the presidentesr?

NC: Seventy-two.

VP: Seventy-two? Was it '72?

AP: No, presidential year was -

VP: Was '72?

AP: Six-, yeah, '72.

VP: Okay, well it was in Bangor '72.

AP:  Well '70 was, | think that was Portland.

VP: Yeah, | think it must have been. | meant y&3h.

AP: Yeah, so | think that, then Curtis, after tive]l at some point, and I'm not sure just where,
Curtis had, was favorably supporting the Vietnantev@ns Against the War. He had come out

against the, and said they ought to get out okthend the war.

NC: Prior to the convention?



AP:  Well, that's what I'm not sure of. But he waes had made his position known, | think,
yeah, | have an idea it was '68 or 'O that heas ¥airly early that it kind of began to talk agsin
began to identify that he was against the war.h&tébeen a lieutenant commander in the Navy,
Curtis was graduated Maine Maritime Academy sanhi&lly went into a, spent some time as a
military officer before he went to law school.

NC: Well, prior to Muskie's run in the '72 campaigow do you think Muskie was perceived
to feel about the Vietnam War within the Maine plage?

AP: Muskie was about a year late on the war issné that, that hurt him. But he, it, he was
cautious on that issue, he was not a leader onsthat. And | think that was probably the way
he was perceived here, that there were some dikeBill Hathaway and Ken Curtis that were
more out in front on the war.

NC: Taking it more seriously.

AP: And the same way down in Washington, you know, pebke the McGoverns and those
people were ahead of him, the Bobby Kennedys amhso

NC: Do you think that Muskie was viewed, not so mutMaine but nationally, as someone
who took the party line more so than others?

AP: Muskie, Muskie was considered probably as acentious, hard working, honest
politician who was not, he was not, probably natp&ed as, was considered probably left of
center slightly, but not, but not really a, you ndighting liberal. He didn't have that
background, like Humphrey had when he’s beforedwaime vice president. Humphrey, you
know, was a -. So he was considered a progrebsiveort of -

VP: But people, | don't think, perceived him asaaning liberal by any means -
AP: No, not at all, not at all, - no, no-
VP: They trusted him and thought he'd be great,kymw.

AP: He was considered to be, you know, they thohghtvas a thoughtful person and when he
ran with Humphrey there were people who said thay got the wrong guy running for -

VP: Right.

AP: And Muskie made quite a bit out of, at sevefahe colleges that he spoke during that
campaign, when he'd start to get some hecklingtabeuvar, to invite, he'd say, well invite one
of your spokesmen to come up here and he canlthtliebate with him. Because Muskie was a
formidable debater; he didn't have any worry altmimg able to talk with anybody, particularly,
you know, a college guy. So, that didn't, and idetliat a number of times and got good
response from it because he was giving the otderaichance to speak. And that was, but he



was still at that time, he was identified as, hemttawilling to strike out and try to get out ofth
war, you know, he was just saying how, you knowt thwas too complicated a decision as far
as he was concerned to say, let's just cut owtarjust quit, you know. Our foreign policy, and
both parties really pretty much bought into the dantheory at that time, so there was a view if
you went out and you said, well, let's pull out/Mieat would mean, you mean they're going to
take the Philippines or Australia or something gys® know. So the domino theory was very
strongly predominant at that time.

There was another theory that had, that wasn'cpslarly held but eventually perhaps
prevailed, and that really was that if you contélrey'll explode from within, you know. That
was more of George Kinnon and after, | think Waltgman used to talk about that in his
article, was that if you, that they would eventydiind of run out of steam and Communists
would change.

NC: Because our ideologies would have to be pptaotice.

AP: Yeah. And that may be what happened in a wag,Sense that's what, that was a policy
(unintelligible word that we followed in Korea, dividing it, drawingd line. And, so that was
part of the complicated history, too.

NC: Now, I'm thinking we'll take a break for todahl turn this off.

End of Interview
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