Bates College

SCARAB

Speeches Edmund S. Muskie Papers

2-10-1961

Remarks by Senator Edmund S. Muskie on Presenting the Last 48
Star United States Flag to Fly Over the U.S. Capitol to Waterville
High School

Edmund S. Muskie

Follow this and additional works at: https://scarab.bates.edu/msp


https://scarab.bates.edu/
https://scarab.bates.edu/msp
https://scarab.bates.edu/esmp
https://scarab.bates.edu/msp?utm_source=scarab.bates.edu%2Fmsp%2F322&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages

From the office of NEWS RELEASE

Senator Edmund 8. Muskie

137 Main Btreet. FOR RELRASE: 12:00 Roon
Waterville, Maine Friday, Feb. 10, 1961

The flag which I presémt to you, todsy, is not & fawous flag. It
flew over no battlefield; it is associated with po spectacular historical
occasion. Amd yet, 1t is &n inportant flag. It is the last'of {te kind
to fly over the UCapitol of the United States. When it wms lowered for
the last time on July 3, 1959, it symbolized the close of 47 yemrs of
crisis and spectacular growth in our nation's history.

The 48 star flag was flrst flown on July 4, 1912, following the
admission of Arizona end Hew Mexiioias States. It was replaged by a
49 star flag on July &, 1959, following the admission of Alaske es our
hoth State. It wes the official flag of onp comrtry longer than any
other in our history.

Between those twp dates gitr popiletion had lesped fram 95-milliow
to 17h-million persone. We had been engaged in two world wars and the
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Korean Wer. Our econamy bad survived the great depression. We had jolned
the commmity of nations thramgh the organdization of the Gmited Natioms.
1959 and 1960, aud those befare it dating back to 1TTT, it syibolizes
the growth of odr coumtry and the contimmity of o development. It
should serve as ‘a reminder to us that while history does not repeat iteelf,
fgful atd degp. Whstever course we follow mist de
based on our éxpérience and the lessons bf the past.

When President Eemnedy took his qath of office on'Jamusry £0, this

our raots Are imes

year, he demonstreted once again his strang sense of history. Comenting
on the situation which conframted the mation et the time of his
inpuguration, de sald:

o eee e, cbmerve bodny mbt & victary of party; but & celetyation
of fraedom -- symbolizing an end, as well as a beégimning -~ signifying
renewal, as well as change. m:mmhemyoummmhw
God the same solemn cath our farbears prescrihed nearly a century and

"The world is wery Qifferedt noy. For man balds in his moriel
hamds the power to abalish all fotms of Mivem poverty snd all forms of
tyman 1dfe. And yet the geib xevolutiotsry beliefs for which our
ferbearers fought ave still st igdmie around the globe -- the bellef
that the rights of min come not frgm the gemerosity of the state, but
fram the hand of God."
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You yumg ‘pecple end I were both born within the time this
48 star flag was flggm. But the world I kmew as a student was quite
different from the world in which you are studying. My high school
years ‘épatined the end of "normelcey™ in the twentles, and the begiuning
of the great depression of the thirties. The grave questian facing our
datitn in the year of my gradnation was whether or not we could restore
the econtmic health of éur nation. The giave quegtion in this yesr is
whather :Or. 4ot we can restare the’ fnternstional heslth of the World.

I hope that yon'young pecple will accept this flag as & Fymbal 6f
the- greategs of our mdaticn and flmt you will recogaize your chligation
ta eontribute to the contimed growth of the ideals which give us
vhatever stréngth ve may possess. 'Some ‘of you may be leaders in the
vorld of tomorrow. -But w1l of ybu will have a part to play as vitizens
of a ﬁea nation.,

Your first cbligation todmy 1s to lemrn. Leern what made owr
forbearers seek freedom in tiis lsnd; learn what demands vere mede on
thofe who sought to build our mation; leami the mature of the challenges
that face us today, in world affairs; in the strengthening of our
ecquomy, and in the comiervation of om: himan and netirel resources.

Your secomd obligation is to wunderstand. With knowledge you will
gain perspéctive on the needs of owr nation and the world, and youwill
understand the neture of the dedands you mgt meet.
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Armed with knowledge and understanding you will be ready for your
camitment as a citizé_n_. You will be ghle to perform as & worker, as
& responsible menbér of your comminity, 8s A thomehtfil vober, end es an
active participant in the affairs of this, your cointxy.

To hanor this flag and the flag wvhich flies over our nstion today 1s
not to make speeches ¢r to say the pledge of allegiance. To honor this
fleg ip to accept the heritage which is yours, and to glve of yourself
to incresse the boynty of that heéritege for thoge who follow.

“In the lomg history of the world, only & few generations have
been gramted the role of defending freedom in its hour of mAximum
AENgET s .0 o i émergy; the falih, the devobidn which wé bring to this
endeavor will light our combry and all who serve it -- snd the glov
fram that fire can truly light the world."
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