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Biographical Note

Fern Pontbriand was born August 2, 1928 in Aubifaine. He attended the University of
Maine at Orono, graduating in 1950 with a degreleusiness. He returned to Auburn to work in
the family hardware store and gas station, thentdpe years in the service from 1951 to 1953
as an office personnel clerk for the Corps of Eegis. He again returned to Auburn to the
family business. He ran for the State Legislatnr&#960 and won. In 1967, he began working
at Lost Valley Ski Area in Auburn and became amarin 1975 and then the owner in 1988.
Pontbriand was also involved in various civic aitis around the Lewiston and Auburn areas,
such as the Chamber of Commerce and the Rotary Glelpassed away in 2003.

Scope and Content Note

Interview includes discussions of: Pontbriand fgrhilstory; religion in Lewiston-Auburn; the
French Language in Lewiston-Auburn; Lewiston Fremadia in the 1940s; Louis-Philippe
Gagne; the Couture family; Franco-American attisittevard marrying other groups; University
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Transcript

Andrea L'Hommedieu: This is an interview with Mr. Fern Pontbrianan &pronouncing that
correctly?



Fern Pontbriand: Yup.

AL: On April the 12th, the year 2002, at the MuskietAves at Bates College in Lewiston,
Maine, and this is Andrea L'Hommedieu. If you abslart, | know you had a recollection you
wanted to -?

FP: Yes, at the time when, how old was I, just outafege or just into, admitted into college,
probably twenty, eighteen, twenty years old, | rerher that it was at the time when the
difference between a politician and a statesmaarbedamportant to me, and | had been
involved, because of my association with some fisem girl | was dating at the time, with the
party, the opposite party and, the Young Repubsicahen when I, | heard Senator Muskie
speak when he ran for governor and was very impdeasgth him, and | don't remember how but
| did change my enrollment to the Democratic Paay could vote for him in the primaries, and
I've been enrolled in that party ever since. Bytihwas never a disappointment to me and |
always felt that | had made the right choice. Asalthroughout his political career | was very
pleased to support him in every way | could. Hpressed me at a young age, and the
impression stayed.

AL: And that was the '54 campaign? Or was thaex kampaign?
FP: No, probably '54, when he ran for governor?
AL: Yeah.

FP: Yeah, then it would have been '54, right. ddyrated from Maine in 1950, and then in the
service from '51 through '53, so '54 | would hagerbback home and getting involved. Yeah.

AL: So let me ask you to give me your date of kard where you were born.

FP: Yeah. | was born on August 2nd, 1928, and | la@s in Auburn and, or Lewiston |
guess, it was in the hospital. And | just recefdlynd a Metropolitan Life Insurance chart
showing visitations by nurses attending the birtithrar and the child on a two-week basis, and |
don't know who, one of my nieces found this somspknd we sort of laminated it. So | was
born in Auburn and have lived all my life. And, ggiback a bit there is an unusual background
in that both my parents were born in Auburn and tliere born on the same street in New
Auburn where our business has been, where we've baek in 1895. And they were born in
adjacent buildings, and then they apparently géhtmwv each other as they grew up and they
were married. They were baptized in the same charth then they were married at St. Louis
church and celebrated their 50th anniversary aeg wWere buried from the church. Which is
rather unusual for French Canadian people. My ert#timaiden name was Simard, and of
course my father's name was Pontbriand, and thesas unusual for French Canadian families
of that era to have been born in Auburn, and bbthem, yeah. So we date back in that
community for a long time. And-

AL: Yeah, and your mother, were her parents borg, loe did they come from Canada?



FP: No, my mother's parents were born in Canad&t.inamg | think, which is in the lower
part of Quebec, the lower part of Quebec. And mandfather on my father's side, my
grandfather Pontbriand, was born in Salmon Falésy Mampshire, and so was his wife, because
we found tombstones in that area and they were indite Salmon Falls area. But originally
they came, they must have come from the Thetfome®larea, which is just above Lake
Megantic, because there is a small town there natoetbriand.

And | have been involved with Lost Valley, the akea, for quite a while and it was interesting
to me one time to watch the weather, the skiingnmtsgfor Canada, and they listed Mont
Pontbriand which is just a big hill, it's not soimeg like Lost Valley, but it was listed as a ski
area. | guess they have two or three lifts, ropestor T-bars or whatever. But, and a few years,
many years ago, my parents traveled through the&Reninsula. On the way back they
traveled through that part of Quebec, lower Querd,when they drove through Pontbriand, it
was on a Sunday afternoon, and my father stoppgqdestion a resident sitting on the porch and
he asked him if there were any people by the nam@wotbriand living in town. And he said,
“Oh no, all these people died a long time ago &ede’'s no more, they don't exist any more.”
And, so | don't know where, how the name, the tganits name but that was kind of cute to
have a town named Pontbriand in Canada.

AL: So you grew up in Auburn. What was it liketve Auburn and Lewiston communities
growing up? | mean, and I'm asking in terms ofdbemunity ethnically, socially, religiously,
all those sorts of things, politically?

FP: Socially, religiously and everything was allapped up into one, because the church was
so strong at that time, and we had a good sizemtphel school with Sisters of, Franciscan
Sisters teaching. And, all of us in the family wdmough all eight grades of the parochial
school, which was a good background, I thoughte ffansition, however, from the parochial
school, or the French parochial school to the puithool system was a little bit of a trauma,
because | had signed up for college courses aad tditake a language course. And the
language course that was being offered was Fremchit was offered by Miss Goldman, Libby
Goldman, a beautiful person, still living today.dhdidn't feel that I {nintelligible word, with

a French course that started with the vowels a,e where leaving the eighth grade of the
parochial school we were reading and writing Frencéchool because we did English.

So we had a discussion, the principal of the schnodll, about the situation and he sort of said,
thought that | was lazy and didn't want to putefert into it, and | just told him it was a waste
of time as far as | was concerned. And he saitl, the French that | knew was Canuck French,
and | argued at the time that the Canuck, it wiamiguage of convenience for many people but
that French grammar is French grammar. And thelwdeay depends on where you are and like
any other language you have some patois and s@amgssand some expressions that are used
that are unique to the area.

Like in Lewiston-Auburn area, there's a French wiordunintelligible word, which is to start
your car or start a lawn mower. And, through soesearch, we found out that the French
people working in the mills, in the Bates Mill, veesisked to thread the looms to start the



process, and before, they after all the threadiag @one and through the shuttles and the whole
bit, then when they ready to start they had tott@lsupervisor over for him to inspect the loom
to make sure it was ready, it was done properlgraethey started the machine, and then after
inspection he would say, okay, start her up. Arad's where the expression came, supposedly
"start her up"”, @nintelligible word a car, because there's no French backgroune tedhd and

so that's where it came from, which is unique ®adlea.

But in all, the French language that we had leamgxrochial school was French grammar and
French language, and it may not be, it wasn't phisticated as Parisian French, but then our
English isn't as sophisticated as the British EigliSo anyway, | ended up taking woodworking
and | was very pleased to show, to bring to baghtaw the others I'd made a tie rack out of, I'd
cut out elephant heads out of wood, pieces of vasamtimade a tie rack of four elephant heads
and painted it gray and then little leather pidoeshe ears and everything. | thought that was
really clever, and | thought that was very, thaswpent much better than learning French for
(unintelligible phrasg

The epilogue to this is that when | did go to tinevarsity, when | applied | was lacking credits
in languages. However, | had very high gradesrandgs in the math that I'd taken, | had taken
some advanced math courses and so that got meaiege. Which also allowed me to take an
written and oral assessment at the college levieteénch, and | was given three years in college
credits for the French that | knew. So | was aungitor the spring break to come back to Mr.
Veilleux, the principal, and say, hey, look whast@anuck kid did in college, college level,
three years of French. So | was able to t&ker(ch nameésand all advanced French courses at
the university and not bother with the basic Frecmirses.

So, that made an impression on me because | feil hever experience any ethnic difficulties

in the past and that sort of, that bothered med Amas glad that | stuck to my guns and went
through with it because, and fortunately, becaugaess, because of that to some extent I've, we
talk French at home quite a bit and | always tdwkddvantage of speaking French whenever |
could. So now I'm able to travel and | go to Canadeel very comfortable [when] | get asked,
“What part of France are you from?” And, so Fremsha second language to me has been a big
asset and | appreciated a lot.

AL: So it's something you continue to do througlyautr life.

FP: Very much so, yeah. When we were younger ahomae, we spoke French in the house
and of course | didn't appreciate that becausawlfriends and playmates were always speaking
English and so | didn't enjoy that. But now I'natgful to my parents for sort of suggesting that
we do speak French. And my aunts and uncles dp@eeh, they're all very, quite literate, they
spoke English fluently and were able to get alonigeqwell. But whenever we did get together
they enjoyed using the French language, which was g

AL: Now, did your children grow up speaking, belmighgual?

FP: | am not married. My nieces and nephews dhlimkever, unfortunately, and now that
they're in careers of their own they regret the flaat they didn't take advantage of it. At the



time they'd say, “Yeah, | don't know what you'rgisg, I'm American, speak American.” But
now they, in fact one of them, Michael, who wenCmlorado when he was seventeen to teach
skiing, he started in the area and then went oartd,then realized that if he had had a second
language it would have been a big advantage to Buat, and the others, too, some of them are
teachers, my brother Bert's children, three or tdihem are teachers and they realize that a
second language would have been beneficial to them.

But | was saying to you, the big change in the Istani-Auburn area was the Second World War
when so many young people, who were mostly menhhtehe and went in the service. And
then- because prior to that, anyone being hiretdoid in a store, in a department store or any
service type of a position, had to be bilinguahdAat that time they had a French radio station
and a French newspapeg Messageryou know, and but that changed as soon as thendsd
and the people started coming back and they didait the French any more, the English was
more important to them. So because of lack of@stethose services, the radio station and
newspaper and everything eventually died and sweve integrated into a community where
the French language was put aside for a while.

AL: Now, you have memories bé Messageand, I'm trying to think of the, which station.

FP: WCOU was a French station, and then you hadsL®hilippe Gagne ufintelligible
phrasg. And then later on, up until a couple years ageas very, very fortunate in renewing a
friendship with a Mr. Alexis Cote’, who at one timas in the Lewiston-Auburn area as the
music director, he was organist in our church, s music teacher for the Lewiston School
System, and also the director of tinarhg which is a group of male singers. And so about
fifteen years ago | bought a piece of, | boughtado at Old Orchard and lo and behold, Mr.
Cote had a condo next to, in the next building &0 8o we met quite often on the bedah,
plage and we'd spend two or three or four hours ang Were beautiful because it was strictly
French, you knowhonjour, Ferdinand, ca vaAnd, it was great, it was really refreshing foe,m
and he was very impatient with me because, you kifoy@u don't use a language on a daily
basis then you sort of get a little bit rusty ouye searching for words. But he was very
gracious, he'd help me along and we'd continueadhgersation. If we were struggling we'd
switch to English to get something out of the wayt, then go right back to French.

Because | think it's a beautiful language andivll so gracefully. There are certain
expressions that you just can't, you can transteEnglish but they never have the same
meaning or the same feelings or the same coldreosame ambiance.

So he was, he died last year and for many yeaes, @hen he developed health problems and
ended up in a nursing home, | would make it a pmimheet with him on the first day of La
Kermesse, which was the Biddeford area celebratidhe French Canadian people. And so
we'd go down to the city center in Biddeford whirey had a block party type thing, and this
was opening ceremony for the long weekend, and watdh the fireworks and we’d go down
and bring out folding chairs and stuff. And evéierahe had to leave his, the condo that he
occupied and went into the nursing home, I'd pick bip over there and go. Up to the last year
he attended, he was made King of the Kermesse &ty drom the same nursing home was
named Queen, so the two of them rode the parade ia convertible. And so it was a fitting



finale to his experience there. He died the foitayya few months later.

AL: Do you remember what sort of impact or influehouis Philippe-Gagne had on the
French population, community?

FP: Oh yeah, he was the standard-bearer, the pesrabthe culture of the French people in
the Lewiston-Auburn area. And he was also a vageustanding type person, he wasn't aloof
by any means, and he was the idol of a lot of peophll levels, you know, the blue collar
worker and the mill worker as well as the more edied people in the community, teaching, the
teaching profession and so forth. | was too yaiongally appreciate him, but | knew of him
because of thaugintelligible word, you know, when you're a certain age the attitudine
comments or the feeling your parents have becomeimportant to you, although you don't
notice, you're not fully involved yourself in thigumtion, you know what it is. And | know that
whenever his name was mentioned, they'd say, “Ghlyauis said this,” and “Louis Philippe
said this,” so he was a strong influence.

AL: And there was a person on the, there was anbtkach-speaking gentleman who was
involved in the media, and now I'm drawing a blaokl'll skip that, | can't think.

FP: Well, there was animg Dussard, there was -

AL: He was the owner, the person I'm thinking of.

FP: Couture, Faust Couture.

AL: Faust Couture?

FP: Yeah, WCOU was Couture, C-O-U, Couture. Yeéayst Couture.
AL: Did you know of him at all, or was, not so médch

FP: Not so much, no. He was a very, | learned ratwaut him later on. After he had died, |
learned more of his background, and he was a \agglde person.

AL: Let me go on, unless you -?

FP: Yeah. Faust Couture, his, the Couture familyawery progressive and they were the first
people to experience the ecumenical two-councé tyfattitude towards the church. And,
because of his interest in promoting more involvenad the lay people in the church, | guess it
was the Dominican fathers who were at St. Petdngd¢h at the time, resented that and he, |
don't know whether he was excommunicated, ostrdceleft the church willingly, but anyway
he stopped going to church. For some reason or bthstopped being Catholic and, as well as
his family.

And | dated a girl, Gerri, | can't get her name)oly, she went to high school, she was a high
school date and | remember picking her up to gbécsenior banquet at Poland Springs, and she



was wearing an organdy dress, it was all flarecaodt, I'll think of her name in a minute. But
anyway, her mother was a Couture, and when my fmfeand out that | was dating her, that
was very bad news for them because her family wdenmger in the church. That's how strong
the religion was ethnic-wise and religious-wise #melwhole bit, and social-wise.

AL: So you could never have dated like a Protegfiainfike me, that would have been -?

FP: No, no. My sister dated a Lithuanian guy whe skientually married, and now my sister
has been an Alzheimer patient for the past foursyaad he's taking care of her over and above
whatever a person should do, because he just plac& her in a nursing home. So he has all
kinds of help at home, they're very well-off. Bl irony of this is my parents would not accept
him, as devout a Catholic as he was, but he waBnmeoich. So he would have to bring her home
and leave her off on the corner and then she'd f@ike, my parents would nevemn(ntelligible
phrasg. And then finally when she, you know, insistldttthis was the person that she wanted
to marry they went with it, but reluctantly. Eveally, after the marriage and when they started
having children, he was totally accepted then &eg thought he was the greatest thing in the
world, but it took a long time.

But my dating at the time was, and later on | datedther girl who was, quite later | dated a girl
who was, in fact | dated her for a long time, whasvyrian. And, the French expression was,
ca c'est, a viens des, c'est des natiovfsch, nations, you knoveg,est des nationsvhich meant
that it was a foreigner. | guess instead of uliregword foreigner in French they would use, and
of course the word for foreigner wasdrd), but they would use the wordka c'est des nations

and that meant that that's not good, it's sometthiats not, it's not French, and maybe Catholic
or not, but anywayg;'est des nationgnd it was like a bogey man type thing, you kndut it

was strong.

| think that existed, in this respect, | think thiadse feelings existed because there was just a
strong effort to, for survival, you know, and bemgninority that they banded together, or they
supported each other. And anyone outside thedfltre French Canadian background was
thought of as a threat. Not legitimately and forather reason than, except that the survival
instinct was so strong that it created that barrier

AL: So where did you go to the university?

FP:  When?

AL:  Where?

FP: University of Maine.

AL: University of Maine, in Orono?

FP: Yeah.

AL:  And what did you, what was your major?



FP: Well, | had two years of pre med and then, whstarted school | didn't shave and
everything, | had just turned seventeen in Augustlastarted school in September, so shortly,
this is in '46 and the war ended, and before |begcampus was overloaded with, my nephew
asked, which campus were you on, Uncle Fern, hielotidelieve at that time there was only
one campus. But the campus was being overloadbd&iurning veterans. And although there
probably was only three or four years differencage, two or three years difference in age,
there was a world of experience. So | was knowmy dormitory | was known as junior. |
remember | had this good friend who was a footblalyer from the Saco area, | forgot his name
now, but he'd come home, he'd come back to the dftangoing downtown to Pat's Pizza and
getting really smashed and | had to help him targeed and, “Oh, Junior, you saved my life.”
So they talked me into going down there, how ditbhy come | had a beer? | thought that the
drinking age, the drinking age must have been eaght

AL: Either that or you snuck it.
FP: 1 don’t remember doing, | don't remember snegki, no, because -
AL: No, that would stick in your memory.

FP: Yeah, it would, yeah, it would because | rememnithad, my brother had a convertible

and | was allowed to borrow the car and use igary spring like now, you know, which is

really too cool for a convertible, and | develogedeadache, a migraine or sinus-type headache.
And we had a doctor, the family owned the busifsstbriand Hardware and a gas station at
the center in New Auburn, the social center, migdaivas known to everyone as Pop, and my
mother was the businesswoman of the deal, thatiething that was very influential in my life.
And my father was a hell of a nice guy, but bussnese he was not good at all, and my mother
was a compensating partner, she would do thatlamevas a “The” businesswoman and that sort
of thing. For that reason my father was liked verych, my mother was not liked because she
was too strict.

| remember one time after | got out of school, twears of pre med, and then | found out that in
order to get into medical school | would have tatwi or seven years because the veterans had
a preference, because of their age and their nyilgarvice, so we decided that | would for the
next two years of college | would take businesgses; which pleased my parents a lot because
they wanted me to come back into the family busing¢ad | known then what | know now, |
would have become a veterinarian because | lovealsj that would have been just up my

alley. But, as it happened | did graduate witlhusithess degree and came home and worked for
the family business. And after quite a few years] not really admitting it to my mother but |
had to admit it to myself, | learned more aboutifess from her than | did in four years of
college. Because her business acumen was fronstmantype thing, and she learned the
economics of business and the basic principalsisiless in the hardware -

AL: She just learned it all from being in the shepg-

FP: She had an eighth grade education and atithat in her family the eighth grade was very



limited, but she learned, was taught by herselfad, later on in life, | had some stock that | had
invested with her company and the stockbroker|dbal stockbroker eventually was found that
he had been fooling around with the companies, higtclients' stock, and he was put away for
a while. But in the meantime | wanted to get nocktout of the street form so that | would be
the controller and not him, and | was getting alids of dealers from him. Finally | called the
company in Boston, Fecter & Detweiler, and theul sanless | get the stocks back by the end of
the week, I'm going to the Attorney General, amiddoing to file a formal complaint. They

said, don't do that, don't that. So he calle@vadays later | got a call back and they said, ‘¥You
stock has been sent to you by registered mail andyou know, you'll have all your certificates
right off.”

And by the way, my father was a Sisal Rope salesmdrhe covered New England, and he said,
he would come back home on Fridays and then wadkywas the night that we all sat down to
dinner together and my father would tell us ofthigs. And | remember him talking about a
woman that he dealt with in Maine, worked in a kaartk store, the only female buyer that he
dealt with, and he was always so impressed witlabexr sharp businesswoman. And she
changed her name, her name is Simard, “Do you rdreerdo you know who he was talking
about.” and | said, “Yeah, that was my mother.”

So, | remember one time coming home after wonkai$ difficult for me because | worked with
her in a business level in the store, and so walisagjreements, and at that time the state had
just come out with the state sales tax and sheswvapset with that, that we had to, you know,
collect money for the state and send the moneydinot be paid for it and everything. She
couldn't see it. We had to buy a cash registevesoould, eventually, because the cash register
that we had was not, did not keep the adequatedeso she was upset with that. But |
remember leaving in the store one evening and dgaamge with her, and of course we get in the
house and she'd say, what do you want for suppe, now she's my mother.

And sometimes | still was harboring some feelingutlsome disagreement we had and then |
had to remember, that was the business, now itsotiier. So, | remember one time after |
finished my meal and she was at the sink washisigedi, and | said, “Why do you have to be so
hard?” And she said, | remember her turning aramitaking the dishtowel and wiping her
hands and sitting down at the table and she sHyshadn't been hard, we wouldn't have
anything today. See your father's a very nice pebed he's not a businessman, and | had to go
into areas where | didn't belong, as a woman, aakkmyou know, insist on decisions and stuff
and try to keep a happy medium.” But she saidhdkn't been easy and if | hadn't been hard and
determined, we wouldn't have anything today.” Séiel, “Believe me, it's not the way that |
wanted it to be, but,” she says, “that's the wag.it So | understood her better after that, you
know. But, | don't think that's what we're suppgbtebe talking about.

AL: Yes, this is wonderful. And, so you came bawc#l you worked in the business after you
graduated from college. And then you went in wise?

FP: Yeah, for two years, eighteen months, whatéweas, the term in the service was two
years long. Then when I left I, the, | had thenaat officer, and the officer, Mr. Walters and
Ken Freeman, the two officers | worked for, | waseageantynintelligible phrasg see |



graduated from business, from college with a bissiregree and naturally | was assigned to an
engineer, Corps of Engineer, but | was the offiesonnel clerk and in charge of all the
records. So when my time for release came up,\itzayed me to stay and they offered me
some very good incentives, E8 level and, but thalfabusiness was very enticing. And |
remember Mr. Walters, my warrant officer saying,eNVI'll be retiring in a couple of years and
I'll be looking for a job, you want a truck drivgou give me a call and I'll go work for you.” 1
had a very good relationship, | enjoyed the serb®eause | got along, | had fun doing what |
did and | was respected andhintelligible phrasgand that was a fulfilling period.

So | came back from the service and | worked instbbee. | remember running into some

college friends, they said, how come you stayeddjgrou know, why didn't you go out in the
world, you know, @nintelligible phrasg | had developed a nice relationship with a gfvashd

of mine, George Bournakel who is an optometristl lasad come back home and his parents were
Greek and they wanted him to stay here, and hamtid. So we sort of struck up a friendship

and we owned a boat together for quite a few y@assjlboat down at the yacht club in Portland
and we'd go sailing in the summer. And then invireder we'd go skiing up to Canada, and so
that kept me busy all those years and we develapggabd relationship. I'm godfather to his
first-born son, and we've maintained a good retatiip ever since.

AL: And how did you spell his last name?

FP: Bournakel, B-O-U-R-N-A-K-E-L. It's K-I-S, Bonakis | guess in real Greek but
(unintelligible phras® Anyway, so, and yeah, oh, that's why | told firignds that questioned
why | stayed here. | said, “Why shouldn't I?” kighteen miles from the ocean where | go
sailing whenever we can, like some evenings yowgebf work early and especially on
weekends and stuff. And then in the winter, I'mslgjing, | leave Friday night or Saturday
morning early and | go skiing for the weekend, 8mdenjoying living, and I'm enjoying things
that most of you do just on vacation, and with tisean a weekly basis.

| got certified as a ski instructor eventually, @ese of my involvement in that, and then after so
many, sixteen years over at the hardware storethaliamily, | realized that it would never
work because | was in business with my brothery. pirents by that time had retired and left
the three of us, and | had two older brothers,lamas the only one that had gone to college and
that turned out to be a real hassle, a detrimemtytoelationship with them because | was a
smartass that knew everything. So, on a particddgy my older brother Jerry's, our business
meetings were always a disaster because we costik'tto business, we'd end up with
personality clashes. And | wasn't married, | hadm@vertible and | had a boat and | had this
skiing, and they had wives and other kinds of peoid that | didn't have, and so, and a lot of the,
at that time a lot of the companies that we dedh waffered trips to, the retailers, if you bought
so many refrigerators. So whenever the trip cam®utwo people they would take it, but more
often than that it came up for just a single pers8a, rather than pay for the spouse to go, they
said, well you might as well take it. | remembevdnt to Hawaii five times in one year.

AL: That's great.

FP: Oh yeah, and that was probably the compankesdibson Refrigeration, their plant



would be in Bangor because that's where their hestieys were for, the distributorship | guess.
So anyway, | told Harold Hamm, | said, “If you eVeve a trip to, that has one vacant seat in
the plane and you want to sell it,” because theglithe trip like for | put two hundred dollars,
you know, five day trips, eight day trips for a kued and fifty dollars, whatever they cost, was
wholesale, | says, “Let me know.” And then onedgihtame home at noontime and, you know,
do I have any dirty laundry, do | have any cleambry or is everything dirty. She says, why,
and | said, I'm going to Hawaii. And she says whesaid in about two hours. So | remember
getting stuff in the bag and driving up to Bangénd | had fun, | really had fun.

The problems became, eventually the differences wery strong. My brother Jerry had a son
who was in high school, and he come to work whegdteut of high school at one o'clock.
And there was a good employee working for us, Ralag had been, Paul Grondin, he'd been
with us for quite a while and he was very dedicaged he had just told me that he would be in
the back of the warehouse unpacking an order #mhjust come in and he wanted to get
everything out for the weekend. So he said, unfjessneed me I'll be out there. So | said, fine,
no problem, I'll handle the front. Bobby camenonfi school to work, and he liked to just stand
around the cash register. So | said, Bobby, yawkriPaul is out back unpacking an order that
just came in, he's trying to get it out before weekend, maybe you can go out there and help
him. Bobby took off in the other direction anddsme back with my brother, and my brother
said, Bobby is my son, I'll tell him what to do,tyou. Right then | decided that | had to leave,
you know, it was a thirty second decision | cowdé,syou know, all kinds of problems would
come up, had developed some hardships.

A day or so later when | told my father, I'll neverget this, we were alone at the house and |
told my father, and the first time | saw my fatleey. He said, “We depended on you so much, |
say, he'll never change the pecking order, Jerilyalways be the oldest and Leo will be the
second oldest, and I'll always be at the bottosuid, | said, “As far as getting along together,” |
said, “it's very important for me that we do getraj, and | can't see it then through the store.” |
said, “What's going to happen, we're going to hawe big argument where we end up not
talking to each other.” | said, “I don't want taye my nieces and nephews grow up without my
knowing them. Brothers you get once in a lifetifmet business partners you can find anywhere.
So I'd be looking for something else.” In the m@ae | called Mr. Wallingford who was

running the Lost Valley ski area.

AL: Is that the same, I'm sorry, is that the saandly that owns the apple orchards?

FP: Yeah. And | was president of the Maine AlumisisAciation for Androscoggin County,
and | had been for quite a few times and Paul Calnenl, he was Vice President, and we
decided that the next meeting, the annual meetregyould not be reelected and the way we
were going to do it, we weren't going to drink. "Wenot going to have a drink before then, then
they won't reelect us. They kept reelecting us.a®yway, | met Mr. Wallingford through, he
was a University of Maine graduate, so | met hinotigh that. So | heard in the grapevine that
he needed some ski instructors in the winter, aintewmonths were kind of slow at the valley,
so | asked my brothers, you can adjust my salapagr but I'd like to teach skiing part-time at
the Valley, and they said fine, go ahead.



So | went to see Mr., | called Mr. Wallingford, aid | need someone to teach skiing but more
than that | need someone to help me run the plAce.| said, that sounds like quite a challenge.
He said, if it's a challenge you want, get younmfadown here, we'll talk about it. Now,
remember, this was on a Sunday afternoon, andhthé\started skiing here, but at that time
Sugarloaf and other ski areas did not have snowngago they had to wait until January when
they had enough snow. And that was my place whesnt to ski, | never skied at Lost Valley,
and so | remember going there that Sunday afteriosas home reading tidew York Times

and was there in loafers and walked out. ThatSwaslay afternoon, December 7th, no
December, yeah, December 7th in '67. Yeah, becaydather had died, my father had died in
January, in March prior to that, yeah, in Marcheatmy dad passed away, that's another story.

But, so anyway, Mr. Wallingford said, “If you watat help me run the place, | really need some
help badly, can you come in tomorrow.” And | sadre, so | called my brothers that night and
said, “Gee, I'll be going in to help Mr. Wallingtht The first three years | was there were the
best years of my life, because I'd go out teachirtgn o'clock in the morning, then come back
in and do the office work, have lunch, and therogbteaching at one o'clock in the afternoon
and then come back in, it was beautiful. But ashthsiness grew we then had to not go out to
teach in the morning, or not in the afternoon, what. Eventually, | got out of the teaching
completely, and like many other businesses, becauséke it you get involved with the
administrative end of it and you don't participatgke the golfers, you know, the avid golfer
would start a golf course and he ends up withouttizne.

Anyway, it turned out to be a real good career nfovene because it embodied everything that
| wanted to do, ski, it was easy for me to becomexecutive because | had had the training
from college and then, you know, sixteen yearfienfamily business where | was involved with
the, all the bookkeeping, the bill paying and tiven and the payroll, everything, so I'd had that
experience there. And then the skiing angle @stbeing an instructor, of being devotee of
Sugarloaf for so many years, and when the dectsaome up | knew what the answer should be
because as a skier, and then it was pepperediveitaconomic aspect of it from the background.
So | remember saying at the time to Mr. WallingfdiGee, you know, you're putting a lot of
responsibility on me making these decisions.” kid,s'Well hopefully fifty percent of your
decisions will be right,” and he said, “That’s btlan ask of you.” | said, “Well | hope it's more
than fifty percent.”

AL: Let me stop there and flip it, ‘cause-

End of Side A
Side B

AL: We are now on Side B.

FP: Okay, well, anyway it turned out to be a veopd career move on my part. Ironically, |
was dating, prior to this | was dating Norma, aratriNa, Norma's family owned a chain of
grocery stores here in Maine, she had worked atan she left school she went to, | don't
know where her first job was but she eventually evasewardess for Eastern Airlines. And then
her family talked her into coming back to Maine andvork with the family business and that's



where | met her. And we dated for quite a whiled ¢ghen she eventually went back to work for
AT&T in Boston. And so | dated her while she wa®iston for about three years | guess. She
talked me into going to Johnson O'Connor, which dacement agency that does evaluation and
placement of adults, and Johnson O'Connor workéd @eneral Electric and a lot of the junior
executives would be trained for General Elec-, G&rdotors, and then there was mainly
General Motors, they would not necessarily go toy€ler or related, they would go into
complete different fields. But Johnson O'Connos\asked to develop some of a testing to find
out if a junior, what would make junior executivatay with them before you entered the
training. So | took that test in four weekendsd&y and Saturday, and the result was that |
should be involved in the ski business. This wateie Lost Valley. | probably should have
been an architect, or a, involved with the ski bass and, ski instructor mainly. That was so
farfetched in my mind at that time, you know, thaffind, you know, la-la land, but it would
never exist.

And when Mr. Wallingford, when | talked with him éhe said, yeah, | need someone to run
this place. So within a short period of time, déimel first couple weeks | was there, after the
second week he said, “We got to do something ajpmwt hours.” And | said, “Why?” He said,
“Did you notice your paycheck?” | said, “Yeahsibeen very handsome.” He says, “Yeah,
forty hours of overtime.” And | says, “Gee.” He sayYou got to cut that back.” And | says,
“Well, hey, adjust my salary whatever way you nagdut just don't send me home, | got so
much to do here and | enjoy being here.” So, rafht went on salary and within a year or so he
asked me to become a partner.

And, at that time my mother was undecided whethernsgould stay here or go to Florida for the
winter. | had told her if she did go to Floridawknow, being the widow, that | would go with
her and so that would screw up the plans, so l'dédcept the offer to be partner right off. 1 did
eventually, and there the big discussion as to maxwh | should pay to become a partner. And
on a trip to Auburn, Mass. for a ski conference|liwgford and | had partied that night and
when we went back to the room he said, “We gottalvwe this how much it's going to cost,
you're going to pay to become a partner.” And dls&reah,” he said, “Do you have some
ideas.” | said, “Yeah.” He said, “I'll tell you wah, there's a pile of papers on the night stand
between the two beds, the two twin beds,” he s#ilgout down the figure that | think you
should pay and then you put down the figure,” asdidl okay. So he took the pad and he wrote
down and he turned the paper up, he says, hdoeked in the light and | could see the
impression of what he had written, and actuallyould have put down twenty thousand, and he
had put down eighteen thousand. So | put downrgega thousand, and he said, “Oh, you're in
the ball park.” | never told him that.

But it was something, | don't care what the pricaild have beerufintelligible phrasg

because | would have, it was something | loved solm And the ski area was just, the ski area
was a lodge and then eventually | built up the b@btpusiness and thenintelligible word. As

| say, it was a good career move for me, it refallifiled me. For thirty-five years, | couldn't
wait to get up in the morning and go to work, yoww. And after that | got burnt out, | had
some bad seasons.

But now I'm very lucky, | have a good team. At dimee, my accountant and |, because of the



bad years, | mean my having to put money into keep it going, and my lack of, my loss of
interest in it we considered the possibility oftjlexking the door and saying, hey, you know,
just do that. But fortunately these people camangsaid that they would be interested in
trying it out. So | tried it out the first year tlvout any formal arrangement, and then after the
first year it worked out good so we drew up a cactirthey have a five year contract with me
now, and they're getting paid and they're gettirggstock options every year, at the end of five
years they would own forty-eight percent of theibess and, if they want to buy me out. And in
the meantime, I'm getting a good salary and amdirssurance and all this.

And the lucky part of it is | had a good attorneéyla good accountant, and they said, well gee,
all this stuff that you're going to get, they sdidy wait a minute, you've got his thirty-five ygar

of business behind him, and he's handing it totgaun and you're going to get well paid, and
then at the end of five years you will own half thesiness. Where else can you get a deal like
that? And they said, oh well, okay. So | justé&dipat we have good seasons, because that, you
know, there's a flow of money coming in. But I'ery, very lucky. I've got some good people
and they're honest, and the dialogue is good, gowteat more can you ask for. So, that's up to
date.

AL: Now, you spent some time in the state legistatis that true?
FP: Yeah, in fact when | mentioned my brother Bldt | was coming up here today, yeah, -

AL: Oh, let me go back a little earlier, beforesk #hat question. Was politics a topic of
discussion at home when you were growing up, omwdie you first have, feel you had strong
opinions?

FP: Yeah. Yeah, it was something that was discusd®dfamily, were all Democrats, but my
brother Leo is a Republican and my aunts and unitleg were all Republicans, because of
some family involvement in the Republican PartydAo it was always, whenever politics came
up, they would bring in the Republican aspect o&telier the topic was. So it wasn't a violent
type of reaction. I've been some, I've talkeddme people about, you know, the Democratic
Party and just mentioning Franklin Delano Roosewelti know, (Inintelligible phrasg But we
didn't have that type of violent or strong affil@ats; more recognition of what had been done
and appreciation of a statesman, of the statesnpaotthe politician rather than blind
obedience to a political party.

No, I got involved with it through the back dodrwas involved with the Child and Family
Agency, which is a social agency here in town st been established by Father Drouin who
was pastor of the Dominican Church, St. Peter's€huAnd the Child and Family Agency
developed into what is now the Tri County Mentabhle Association. And when | came back
from the service, | was approached by Georgettagepvho had been the French teacher in the
Lewiston school system for many years and, the gepamily, Country Kitchen Bread, okay,
and they were all from New Auburn. And | rememglee said, | think it was after a church
function or church social, she said, “What are gloing with your spare time?” you know, with
your life, or whatever. And | said, “What do yoeam?” She said, well, she said, “You've got
to getinvolved.” And I said, “Why?” And she saf@here are too many good things that need



to be done, and there are not enough good peagi@té getting involved, and you're going to
be one so | want to submit your name to be on taedof the Catholic Agency.”

In the meantime | got involved, | was asked tolbeas on the board of directors for the
Chamber of Commerce, | was asked to become a maevhBatary Club and all these things,
and then | was asked to be on the board of direetbthe Auburn Savings and Loans, and all
these things happened within a couple years. Aead &s a member of the board on the Child
and Family Agency, there was a conference, thesead&hite House conference on children
and youth in 1950, and | was named as a delegatitetiod the conference. And that's where |
met Jean Sampson. And Jean said, “What are yog dath your life?” | said, “Wait a minute,

| had that from Georgette a couple years ago.” #mdhe talked me into becoming a candidate
for the House of Representatives in my districAuburn. And | remember that we had to do a
lot of footwork in getting signatures because weenate and we had a very small bit of time to
get the signatures into the state to go on th@talnd | remember we had to scurry around
town and get all these signatures; we did thatetivas no problem. And | went through the
election and | had fun doing it, and | was elected.

AL: What year was that?

FP: Nineteen sixty- or fifty. | think it was. Whgear did Kennedy run for president?
AL:  Sixty.

FP: Yes, it was '60, then.

AL: You would have been thirty-two? That make s@ns

FP: Yeah. What happened in '50 that? | don't kn®ut anyway, it was '60, it was '60
because on that, on that ballot in Maine, for lattion year, there was Frank Coffin running
for Governor and Donovan running for, who woulddee | know that Lucia Cormier was
running against Margaret Chase Smith.

AL: For the Senate, and so maybe they were rurfoimgongress.

FP: Donovan running for Congress, probably. Amdasyway, the whole Demaocratic slate
was wiped out in Maine, because of Kennedy and Bamand Coffin and Cormier. We figured
they were all Catholics, | guess. And that wasfitisé presidential, Catholic presidential
candidate. And so, and everybody got wiped ou¢pixme, and | won the election for that seat
in Auburn.

And then they demanded a recount and so the ree@msin, | remember it was in Augusta and
it was on, it was the period between ChristmasNes Years and there was, the afternoon we
were there there was a dreadful snowstorm. We wgrfor lunch and when we came back
from lunch, the ballot boxes that had been seal#ustring and so forth by the state police had
been opened. And the Republican people that vaere had started counting the ballots without
any Democratic representation in there, and | vemg upset over that. And so eventually Louis



Jalbert, who was very strong in the DemocraticyRamd Louis Jalbert was a distant cousin, but
his reputation is now less than desirable becdes®jas a very good politician and stuff, and a
statesman, tooufintelligible word, but his time, in his age and his time he didgisi he was
effective in accomplishing things but he was a vidreand dealer, you know. And so, | never
saw eye-to-eye on his, on the way he did thingsbuwkept telling me, you got to do this, you
got to do that. And I, no, | won't do that, beausgon't want to.

So anyway, it ended up that there was a trade-itiif a&'contended election and result in Durham
where there was a Republican, that if | gave upgé#ve the seat the Republican candidate here
in Auburn, they would give [Andrew Sr.] Karkos, whas the Democratic contender in
Durham-Livermore Falls area, they would give hira seat, so it was a trade-off. However,
they found that there was two hundred ballots cediritvo hundred extra ballots counted for
Ward 2 in Auburn than had been cast. So then altigJean and others . ... | remember me
going home that night and | lay down and talkedktamd forth in my bed ripped the pillow
apart, because it was so unfair, you know. Bufimadly got Leon Cale who was the clerk, the
city clerk in Auburn, to resign, be impeached basesatlne ballots didn't add up, what he certified
as the results were not accurate.

So at that time | decided | was going, that I, pbétics that | was exposed to at that time
involved too much compromising, and | couldn't 8esd. It meant too much, and | know, | was
disappointed on my part and on the part of a laitbér people that supported me, but at that
time 1 just couldn't see it. | guess | was bruiaed | just couldn't recover from it and | couldn't
accept the fact that that's the way, that's liéej know, you have to, your ultimate goals had to
be the ones that you aspired to, and in the meantou had to put up with that. And of course |
was thirty-two, | was still young, | was still ayeg, and | had been protected and, you know,
and sheltered, the family business and the wholabd | had a pretty good life and so | didn't
have the fighting instinct to hang in there. ltraspect maybe | should have, | don't know. So
that was the end of my political career. | remembstill have at home the copies of the local
paper saying the first Democrat in thirty-five ygatected to office. And-

AL: From Auburn?

FP: From Auburn, yeah, from that area. Becausewha a big blow to the Republicans, to

the Yankee Republicans, here a French Democrata &atholic. That didn't go over too well.
It's surprising how strong ethnic feelings stillstxeven today. And then the two hospitals
fighting as much as they do, and when you look ihobase, the real core of it it's still, a lot of

it is ethnic. It's too bad thatiifintelligible word there for a long time. But, it's been, | don't
think | would have enjoyed the flavor of living amiyere else as much as | have in the Lewiston-
Auburn area. Culturally we're a little bit behirt | think in the past ten or fifteen or twenty
years a lot has been done in that area, and & p&tople have given a lot of their time and
money to sponsor events, cultural events in towd,iés really gone a long way.

AL: Are there other prominent figures that you rerber from this area that we haven't
mentioned, that stick out in your mind?

FP: Yeah. Georgette Lepage, as | said before,yastevng influence. Also Arthur Legendre,



who is the manager of the First Auburn Trust offité&lew Auburn. And he became my
financial partner in that, the branch is right asrthe street from the hardware store, and I'd go
over in the morning to pick up the deposit bagiribe night deposit the night before, and I'd sit
in front of his office and always had tk¢all Street Journalso | got in the habit of looking
through it. But he was a, he was the first pregidé the Parish Council that we had in my
parish at St. Louis, and so he's a very strongoparsthe community in Auburn.

Auburn is a little bit unique in that here you hawaviston that is very, very French, and then
you have Auburn that is very, very English and yaryd then you have New Auburn that is sort
of in between. So the French people in New Aulwere sort of a different type of, because of
the geography and the background | guess. My erstknew, my brothers grew up in a
neighborhood where their neighbors were Jewish tlagyknew Uncle I1zzy and all of the

Jewish people. Because of the minorities you wsandar, the French and the Jewish people,
they sort of, they were very friendly and so thegw all these Jewish people as uncle and Aunt
Bessie and so forth. And today, | mean, you krtbe,Shapiros have a very strong influence in
the New Auburn area, they had a clothing store faAas real strong figures, other than Arthur
Legendre and Regis Lepage, Country Kitchen balksr kypow.

AL: Do you have other recollections or things lérdvasked you about that you think are
important to add today?

FP: | was friends with Madeleine Giguere, | domblv if you've interviewed her.
AL: I'm actually trying to find her.

FP: You're trying to find her, oh yeah? Becausewhs a very strong influence in the whole
community. And her father [Dr. Eustache Giguerakwuch a dear person, he was a doctor, and
he was short and not a very attractive person,dmsert of a Toulouse Lutrec type of face and
dentures that were not too straight, but he wasegshearted guy and the nicest person. |
remember going to him once and he would say, laheold, and he would, “Ferdinand, | can

give you some antibiotics and you will be betteniryour cold in seven days, or you can just
drink a lot of fluid and be rid of your cold in aeek, it's your choice, it's your decision.”

And they had a cottage at Thompson Pond where di@laae, it was in a different part of the
lake, but we used to go visit there quite often &y were so gracious. Mrs. Giguere was a
very beautiful lady, she was Jerome's aunt, andilliet, she was a Caillier, C-A-I-L-L-I-E-R,
Caillier, and a very influential family in the ateAnd her name was Dinora, D-I-N-O-R-A,
Dinora and a very gracious person and always vetygroomed. And | remember going to this
funeral home when she passed away, and meetinghdrdoctor at the doorway, and he
grabbed my arm and he, “Come Ferdinand, come, sameny Dinora.” And he brought me to
the casket and he says, “Isn't she beautifuleteis belle, eh, est belle ma Dindrayeah, the
family, the Giguere family and the Caillier familyere very influential in Lewiston-Auburn, and
| appreciated my relationship with them, knowingrthand being involved with them. | mean,
as close as | was. Then, let me see, there was -

AL: Did you know Paul Couture?



FP: Yeah, | knew Paul.
AL: What was he like?

FP: He was very violent, a very, very fiery typegmn. | remember, at the hardware store we
had a telephone booth right outside the door, détieose aluminum things, you know, with the
glass and everything. And | remember he beinheénet and having a phone conversation with
someone, | don't know what the topic was, but he lmanging on the wall so the whole thing
was rattling, you know, and screaming out loud @kimg such a strong point. There were
some colorful people, geez. Roger Dube.

AL: Oh, I've heard the name.

FP: Yeah, he was very, he was a, he was quiteigent and he was a good-looking person,
and he had an airplane, and he came from the Camadayou know, Oxford Street, in that area,
the St. Mary's Church parish. And so, if you hagthing to offer, a certain amount of
intelligence and a certain amount of flair, it waslifficult to become the hero of the
neighborhood, you know, or of the time. And Roges one of those who, because of his
appearance, his good appearance, and a lot ofiffs lge was one of them that, he blossomed
when he left here and went in the service. Okay?

Because prior to that, there was not much futine French attitude that what | did was good
enough for me so it's good enough for you, you knearking in the mill or working in the shoe
shop, it's good enough for you. And so the thowdlgoing to school, further than high school,
even high school was questionable at the time kyawv, | started working when | was in the
eighth grade or, so that's what was expected dfittee So it made it pretty discouraging at the
time for anyone who aspired to better things. #reh, television wasn't around, so the
exposure was very limited. | mean, outside infkeealmost didn't exist. We had the radio
station and the movies probably, was probably thgdst influence, but other than that, you
know, you just were limited to what you saw arotnede and what was available here. But then
the military service changed all that, you knowehiiney were exposed to big cities and
different lifestyles and traveling.

| remember this friend of mine came home from #rwise, and his family lived on Blake Street
probably, and his father worked in the mill, sowadked down to the mill and he walked back,
and the grocery store was just a block away, aedliurch was a block this way. And, so when
he came back from the service and he told his patenwanted to buy a car, they said, why do
you want a car? Where are you going to put itetlseno driveway, there's no, the block was
five stories high and there was just parking onstineet. Well, I'll park on the street, or I'ihd,

or you could go rent a garage from someone elsekgow, half-way down the block or in the
next block or something. But they couldn't see Wwhyheeded a car, because everything was
right there. And of course prior to this, up tatthime they had the, so the trolley system was
very adequate, you know, it went to Portland arnvdeiht to Lake Auburn and all, so the trolley
system was adequate for all that. So anyway,isagthe change that happened right after the
war, you know, when Bert came home he wanted aheananted to travel, he wanted to be able



to go here and there when he wanted to. And gbatlichanged the community and the
relationship.

| was lucky because | went to university and |,myther had a car that she bought for herself
but she didn't use it, so | knew the freedom afgpertation and going places. But that was
important in the community, and to the developmeand it also brought outside influence into
the area, you know, and hey | camifitelligible word. Yeah, one of the musicals, | went down
to the big city and | came home and, this is whetw, and dancing girls and all that and
everything. So, and of course then after thatetheas television andifintelligible phrasg

I'm the youngest one in the family. My oldest bt Bert, is eighty-six, there's fourteen years
difference between us, and so he's still around &k him out quite often, | took him to the
health club this morning, which he didn't like to @nd he stayed away for a couple of weeks.
And | talked him into coming back to it becausketps, he shuffles a lot when he doesn't
exercise. So, but | can see, in talking with Hiewent into the service, and in fact he got
married just before leaving in the service. Hagal the Coast Guard thinking that he'd be
assigned to Portland or Kennebunkport or the aEgghteen months in the South Pacific on a
landing cratft.

But, | can see the difference in our attitudegywroutlook, and, you know, within the same, my
three brothers and my sister all grew up togettes, My two brothers graduated from high
school in 1935, and my sister and other brothedwgated in 1938, so they all sort of grew up
together, you know, within a few years of each nthEhen a long time after, there was seven
years difference between my youngest, my closeshér and myself, it was seven years later |
came along. And of course a lot of things thatl| that | was allowed to do, how come you're
doing that, we weren't allowed to do that, you kntvat type of. So for a long time there was
an uncomfortable relation or feeling that was a.

And my closest brother, you know, he lost his posibf being the baby of the family to me, so
that, eventually we became very good friends, Inmeea were very close. He died a couple
years ago, but he was my closest friend. | conmeehand, he'd say, this is your brother Leo, if
you do not call me within twenty minutes you willisdestruct. Bye. And foolish things like
that. We argued the most, and yet we were thestoNever had a problem, | had a drinking
problem and whenever I'd get in trouble, he waditeeone I'd call, and he was very
sympathetic and very understanding and helped weateally he helped me to realize the what
was going on so now | have twenty-three years stbri

AL: That's great.

FP: Yeah, because | wouldn’t be alive today. Amebk in a situation where booze is, hey, |
was selling booze all the time and selling weddexeptions and reunions, oh yeah, we have the
best booze. And when | stopped drinking | thougivMould be a horrible thing, but it took care

of itself and it seems to be no problenunintelligible phrasé.

But other than that | can't think of any otheruwdhtial, oh yeah, and the family always thought
very highly of, you know, the people, the Frencim&iian people that had a difficult cultural



background were very unique in the community, and.Megendre, Aurore Legendre, had a
good voice and a cultured voice and trained vaoé, she used to be asked to sing at gatherings,
operatic type of renditions, and so she was knosvih@ opera person in the community.
Alphonse Cote was, he recorded for RCA records hanlived in New Auburn right across from
the hardware store -

AL: What was his first name?

FP: Alphonse, Alphonse Cote, yeah. And | remenfigeiwe had a recording at horhe, Ciel

a Visité la TerreHeaven Visited Earth, and it was about the nigtand | remember it was on

an RCA disk and all scratched because of the ggy@red $ingg, We had to be quiet because it
was Alphonse. And then he, they had operas, dpsreit the church and | guess some of them
were very culturally advanced.

And then the church took over, and the church vesg domineering and it might... When my
sister got married she couldn't have, they coukinfl theAve Mariaby Gounod because
Gounod had some problem with the church. Gounadeasome beautiful church music, and
Masses and everything, and because there was sffererttce of opinion on some topic he was
banned from the church. And at that time the dmalecided that none of his music would be
played in church.

| look back on it now and, like, you weren't supgb$o receive communion if you had a drink of
water after midnight, which is a church rule, chul@wv. And my mother was so insistent on this
being observed that when there was a wedding ifatihdy she would put paper bags over the
faucets, in the kitchen, in the bathroom, wherd¢kiere was a faucet and tied the paper bag with
a rubber band so that you wouldn't accidentallyagetink of water. Because, God forbid that
you go to the wedding the next day and four ofdiks go to communion and the fifth one
doesn't, or one of them doesn't, you knownifitelligible phras¢ So that, having one drink,
even a sip of water. If you had to take medicatymu weren't allowed to.

And | look back on it now and I think of how stroag influence the church had, you know, on
the . ... What bothers me, Andrea, is that peom@re not allowed to use common sense, you
know, as a . ... | give communion every weethatnursing home here, d"Youville Pavilion,
and | walked in the other day and this beautittielilady was sitting in a chair, and she had to
finger nail polish and the beads and the whole Aitd she always has her rosary through the
side there, and when | walked in this particulay, dast week, she was, it was snack time in the
afternoon and she was eating a vanilla puddingbatlittle container, you know. And then she
said, oh, and | said, okay, do you want me to cbawk or do you want to receive now, and she
said, well, and she put the pudding down. | sgad, can receive now, you know, and she said,
oh, well okay. So | gave her communion, | wenotigh the routine, you know, this is the body
of Christ and so forth and everything, then | givand afterwards she went through meditation
and then she looked up and she said, “Thank yguth&way, Jesus loves vanilla pudding.”

And that's refreshing to me, because knowing thegghthat we had to put up with, like eating
meat on Friday, you know. It's fine if you wantdo it as a sacrifice or want to do it as some
sort of, but to be told that you cannot do it, yamnot have a drink of water. And | was saying



the reason for this abstinence before communioausscat one time it got out of hand and
people would be receiving communion, after, hatogmuch wine, so they said, okay you can
not... then we’ll establish this... But if it haddreexplained like that, you know, for that reason
then they would have said, “Well, okay, use commsense,” you know, but it wasn’t. So
anyway, those are the things that we had to putitilp which became a strong influence and at
times a, over and above common sense, | meanmigeai individual as an individual, you

know. And, but | guess there's some cults angd seovhatever they have, we need that to make
themselves proper.

| have some very good friends | developed, Mr. Bingl. Tufts that | knew over a period of

thirty, thirty-five years. He was on the boarddafectors at the bank with me, and | was
chairman of the board for twenty-two years at Aumb8avings and Loan. But George and Annie
were very good friends and we'd go on conventiogether, and they were very close to me.
When my parents died they came to the servicestremon the anniversary of my mother's
death, which was January 7th, Minnie called meakwhat morning, she said, “George and |
had planned to go to the eight o'clock Mass foryonather but when we got out, when we
looked out the snow plow had come by and they hatidned the garage so we couldn't get the
car out, so we didn't chance going out.” But, s&id, “I want you to know that George and |
remembered your mother in our prayers this mornmgur morning prayers and that you
should remember, too, all those nice things shdatigiou and all the sacrifices she made for
you, and everything.” Now here is, a Republicaapst, Yankee, and has such, you know,
such strong feelings for me that she'd say that.

Another time in July | talked to George on a Friddigrnoon and says, “You're coming over for
supper tonight.” And | said, “Yes, | can make Afd he says, “Good, come on over.” So |
went there, when | got there, Minnie said, “Oh,g&ays, “It's,” she'd been baking bread all day,
she made bread, and she said, “When | heard that) @eorge told me you were coming,” she
said, “I had to hurry, finish my bread and theng®nged and go down to the store and get
some fish.” And | said, “Minnie, you didn't hawedet fish,” | said, “I can eat meat on Friday.”
And she said, “If your mother was living, you wonlid” And that always struck me as, how
there's such strong ethnic feeling among some peoqpl yet with other relationships it's a
strong bonding that transcends all that. | regukttieir services, | went to their services when
their daughters got married or on occasions, ancteggected each other's, you know. So it's a
beautiful community in that there are some vergrggrbonds on both sides, but there's still some
strong ethnic background.

AL: Great, thank you so much.
FP: Okay.

End of Interview
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