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In Beceuber, President Johnson sigoed into lav the first
legislative measwre designed to launch & natiomal atteck on the national
problesm of air pollution. The Special Sepate Subcommittee on Alr and
Water Pollution, of which I am Chedrmen, is in the process of holding
hearings on locsl air pollution problems in Los Angeles; Denver,

Chicago, Boston, Wheeling, West Virginis, Tampa, Floride, and Nev York.
Our purpose will be to gain firgt-hand knovledge of the problems faced
by local end state alr pollution ageneles.

These heorings serve to emphasize the scope and serious nature
of our nation's air pollution problems. Few Aserdcans realize that
the contamination of pure air by posonous gases is wore then an annoyence.
Alr pollution can kill. Air pollution can destyoy.

Alr pollution hss killed. In London during December of 1962, at
Jesst 340 persons died from ailments aggravated by a thick blanket of
polluted smog vhich hung over the city for seversl weeks. Afr pollution
hes been an importent factor in several large-scale plane and auto crashes.
Ar end ground visibility in lavge American cities sontinues to be blurred
by excessive quantities of pollutants in the air.

Aly pollution bas destroyed. Last year an estimated $11 dillion in
U. 8. property damage could be traced to the effects of air pollution.
Paint peelingoff the side of bulldings, destruction of farm crops,

excessive alr pollution.

Congress has recoguized that the Federal Govermment, elong with State
end locel governments, mmst shoulder a pert of the burden. While primary
responeibility remains at the local end State levels, there are situstions




The Clean Air Act mmggm @ constructive contribution to the
solution of air pollution control problems.

Among the provisions ineluded in the Act ere encoursgement of
cooperative sctivities between State and local govermments for air
pollution control, expansion of the present air pollution program of
the Us S, Public Health Service, ineluding grents for research on the
sowrees, nature and effects of air pollution; grants to eir pollution
control agencies throughout the country; end the expEnding the role of
the Department of Health, Education end Welfare m the inltiation,
expansion and improvement of local and yegional pollution control programs.

As President Johnson stated, this b1l will ensble us "to halt
the trend tovards greater contemtnation of our atmosphsre, %o control
industrial vaste dlscharged {nto the air, and to eliminate dangerous
haze end smog.” It 18 o necessary and effective weapon in society's
fight against needless property damage end envirommental health havexds.
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