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Transcript

Don Nicoll: It is Monday afternoon, the 27th of January 20@0& are at the offices of the
Muskie Foundation in Washington, D.C., and Don Nisointerviewing former governor John



Reed of Maine. Could you state your full name spell it, Governor Reed, and also give us the
date, place of birth, and your parents' names?

John Reed: Glad to, Don. My name is John Hathaway Rewat,4 J-O-H-N, H-A-T-H-A-W-
A-Y, Reed, R-E-E-D. | was born on January 5, 18REort Fairfield, Maine. My parents were,
my father was Walter Reed, Sr.; my mother was EaalySReed, both of the town of Fort
Fairfield. | was born at home. In those dayseheas a lot of that, | was born right at home at
that time.

DN: What were your parents' occupations?

JR: Well, father was in the potato business. Gratidfr Reed had come up from Madison,
Maine and got into the potato business in the egadys, and he established a number of farms
and developed a seed potato business, and halnigthome up there. In fact, it's a historic
building now, site. And so, he had nine childrénd my father was Walter M. Reed as I've
indicated, and he joined forces with my Uncle Gedrd Reed and they formed Reed Bros. and
operated a number of farms over the years in Farfi€ld. At one time during the war we had
up to thirteen hundred acres of potatoes in pracioict

DN: Were they mostly table potatoes or were they gotatoes?
JR: Mostly seed, Don, yeah, they were specialinesked potato production.
DN: Is the family still operating farms there?

JR: No, George sold and left, and dad and my broteter Reed, Jr. were in partnership,
and when he stepped out of the business, why, dé&bkad Farms, Inc. My brother, and my
brother passed away in 1997 suddenly and so weshsipof the farms at that time, so we're not
in the business now.

DN: Now, did you farm with your father before yoot gnto politics?

JR: Ohyes, | was farming along. As a matter of,f@on, | didn't really expect to get full
time in politics. History and government were raydrite subjects. | always thought it would
be great to serve a term in the legislature, ofsmliwas fully engaged in farming. | didn't want
it to take away from the business, but father agdmther felt that the legislature meets in the
winter and they could spare my time then, and atskvhen | decided to run.

And the local representative, Dwight Dorsey, haebm office for a number of years and he
decided to step down. And so | ran for the HousE9d54, and | won that election and
commenced my career at that point. Before thatll Kbovernor Cross at that time, he was kind
of my mentor, he come up and recruited me to woitkis campaign back in '52, so | helped him.
And he put me on the Water Improvement Commisglanforerunner of a lot of the
environmental improvements, as you know, Don. Aadhought that | should run, and that's
why | decided to do it, and kind of launched myeearat that point. Never at any time
envisioned that | wanted to spend full time. | wasy happy in Aroostook County and in the



potato business.
DN: Had you served in town government up to that -?

JR: No, no, I never served in town government.abwery active in a number of groups,
president of the Hospital Association, a directiothe bank, but | had not, at that point | hadn't
run for local office.

DN: Had you gotten your education in Fort Fairfield

JR: Yes, elementary education there, graduated Figim school in 1938, and then went to the
University of Maine. | took Agriculture, Economjand also teaching, and so my first job, that
was in 1942, | signed to be agriculture teachétadgdon, Maine, a little town outside of
Houlton, so that's where | was until August of 1982 1942], in which | enlisted in the Navy
and went into the service at that point.

DN: 1942.
JR: ‘42. What did | say? ‘42, yeah, right ‘42.
DN: And you enlisted in the Navy.

JR: Yes, as a storekeeper, 3rd class, and thentl twéNewport, Rhode Island where | trained
recruits. After | went through boot camp, | tradnecruits there for a number of companies for
years, and then | applied for a commission andagmimmission as an ensign in the supply
corps, and then went to Harvard for my trainingehand then moved on to various
assignments. | was down in Florida, and then | avaspply officer over in Okinawa during the
tail end of the war.

DN: An interesting parallel with your opponent @60. You both had business training at
Harvard as Navy supply officers.

JR: Yes, that is an unusual parallel, it certaislyyeah.

DN: Now Judge Frank Coffin.

JR: Yes, yes, Frank, a very able man, a very fia@.m

DN: And so you ran for the legislature in 1954, aadred in 1955, the first legislature over
which, well he didn't preside obviously as govertrt during the first term of Governor
Muskie.

JR: Yes, yes, right, | first came, | had not mentaf course before that, but | was very
impressed with him. I'll always remember, Don, timag in particular. Secretary [Ezra Taft]

Benson the, then in the Eisenhower administrat@&tretary of Agriculture, and he was going to
make an appearance in my home town of Fort Fadifeahd it was a bitter cold period, | think in



January or February. And Governor Muskie invitegltonfly up with him, and | always thought
that was a very nice gesture. | certainly appredi@t And that was really the start of a long and
very pleasant relationship with the senator.

DN: Had you encountered him, or do you recall yather or brothers talking about
encountering him when he was director of OPS inndan 1950-517

JR: I don't recall any contact during that period, | do not. If there was, | wasn't aware of it.

DN: Now, what were some of the issues that you wexr@ved in in the legislature in '55?
Were you, which committee were you serving on?

JR: | was on the Taxation Committee and | think Atggicultural Committee, too, a couple of
those committees, and so spent a lot of time osetlparticular issues. Of course, there was
interest in the environment, and water pollutiors\eebig issue at that time. Governor Muskie
was a champion for eliminating pollution, as wekalbw, and so | had to interface with his
office in regard to those issues.

DN: Do your recall what the major issues arouncewpbllution were in that year?

JR: It was about cleaning up the rivers. That thastime in which James Briggs from

Caribou came down also to the legislature, andd®ame of the real early champions. | give
Jim Briggs, | don't know if you recall him or ntyt he was a great champion for cleaning up
the rivers. And in those days it wasn't a popigdsme, but | certainly have a great admiration as

| remember Jim as one of the real champions, agrddhcourse the senator, that was one of his
number one projects, and it moved forward. In¢hdasys my attitudedOh well, it wasn't

polluted in a year or two, and it's not going tockeaned up in a year, but let's get some progress
started.” That was my general feeling, after | waghe Water Improvement Commission. And
so we needed to get, to move forward in this vemyartant field.

DN: You might recall for our listeners what Jimdgys was like. He was a bit of a character.

JR: Yeah, Jim was, he was, he was single-mindgabtintion. And he didn't mince words.

He was really outspoken. We needed a champiorditke Not many, he was almost like a one
issue thing, but you needed someone like him, asthember him very well, his passion for

this. You mentioned, when we were talking inforipabf my interest in harness race horses.
And | always remember I'd been to the sale in Khtnig, Pennsylvania and bought some horses,
and | was at the track in Fort Fairfield, and Jiasveampaigning. He came down when | was
trying to break this colt, and he wasn't reallyenessted in horses, he wanted to talk about
pollution.

But we had a great time. He was outspoken andasereally a forerunner, if you will, in

moving forward in this. He was a precursor oftaolioanti-pollution, and of course it dovetailed
very nicely with Senator Muskie's great crusadeléan up the rivers. And it was needed badly;
those rivers were in terrible shape. Because Irealy, we lived right on the banks of the
Aroostook River, and it was polluted in those day®u couldn't swim in it; it was really a very



polluted river in so many words.

DN: Now, you say it wasn't a very popular issuedme ways. Did you run into difficulties
with some of your neighbors in Aroostook Countylohepwith the issue?

JR: No, not so much. Some of the, | guess thelstaroducers were somewhat concerned. It
was more from industries on the big rivers like Arelroscoggin where they'd been polluting for
years. | ran into some there, but it never impthgeally on my desire. | felt we should clean
up, we should get started.

DN: What was your impression of Ed Muskie and hewdbalt with some of the opponents on
issues like water pollution in those days? He \aétey all, a governor with a very small
Democratic membership in the legislature and ael&gpublican majority. How did he deal
with you and your colleagues?

JR: Well, | thought that he had a great interfadih ws, that he believed in that and you
couldn't argue against it because it needed tamhe.dAnd | think he was very adroit in the way
he dealt with the legislature, | remember respgdtim. | think of Bob Haskell, who actually
succeeded the governor for a short period, you knde/ got along with people very, very well.
He had a genius for being reasonable and havaogrenon sense approach. So | never felt that
there was an estrangement there, indeed | feepdtadle began to galvanize over the need to get
this done. As | look back on it, he did a mastgdh, and it was difficult for him with a small
majority in those days, a small minority in theitdgture. But my impression was that he was
going to get this done, and | was seeing the fil@¢ement in this direction. It was needed, he
recognized it, and he was going to see it through.

DN: Now you moved from the House to the Senates WNat in the '56 election?

JR: Yes, yesitwas. As |look back on it, thatswilae time that Senator Muskie ran against
Fred Payne, right?

DN: No, he didn't run against Fred Payne until 'S was Willis Trafton.

JR: Oh well, that's right, he had the reelectidlow | get it, that's right. Well, at that time |
ran for the Senate for that particular time andWwiey was his opponent, I'm trying to remember?

DN: That was Willis Trafton.

JR: Oh, Willis Trafton, of course, Bill Trafton, smeable man. Could have been a good
governor, too, but he just, timing is an awful impat issue in politics, as we all know. And so
Bill Trafton put up the best race he could, but&@enMuskie had really galvanized the support
and the state. | remember traveling around, whiynany people on the main street in Fort
Fairfield, | think of a couple of merchants who wdrothers running a store, and Ed Muskie
was young guy who'd come back and had these idadst was just, he developed a great corps
of supporters over the years. And he did, espgcialithat election, | remember talking and so
forth that it appeared that he was going to wim la@ did, quite handily as | recall. But | won,



there were four of us running for three seats.eAy\fine man in Bridgewater was the one who
got aced out. But I led the ticket during thatereand then went back for my, first term in the
Senate.

DN: That's when you had multiple seat senate distri
JR: Yes, yes, Aroostook County had three, yeathattime.

DN: Speaking of Fort Fairfield, one of the mostmpneent figures in that town in those days
was Kingdon Harvey.

JR: Oh, Kingdon Harvey, he certainly was. Yeswas a great admirer of Ed Muskie, yes he
was, King Harvey, it's a little hard to describenhiHe had a lot of power with his paper, a small
paper but nevertheless, and he had very strong éikd dislikes. And so all politicians had to be
very careful how they dealt with King. He was iedequite a character. He was dedicated to
good government, and he was very positive in fesvgi Oh yes, everybody knew him. But he
was a great admirer of Senator Muskie. Didn'tlhags use it, Edwardsic Edmund] Sixtus
Muskie, he never printed his name without the neddime, | remember that about King. You
never forgot King Harvey; he was a character yoe'der forget.

DN: What was the secret of King Harvey's succe$oim Fairfield? He didn't, he didn’t
reflect the community in many ways.

JR: No, he didn't. But, they always called it #eort Fairfield revenge”, you were very
careful how you dealt with King Harvey. Oh yeal)ways, | would come in and see him and
we got along reasonably well. Yeah, he was admtpf in everything that took place in that
town. He was a controversial figure, but politigaalways dealt with him very deftly, tried to at
least. Yeah, he was quite a character, unfordettataracter.

DN: Now you served the second term in the, youorsgd¢erm was your first term in the
senate, and at that time, was Bob Haskell the geasiof the senate at that time?

JR: Yes, he was. And this is another way the tifgtignto place, Don. Bob Haskell was a
very able man and we all respected Bob immendalyact when we talked about running for
governor, | saidABob, you ought to run.’AOh no, no, no, you should run for governor.” Idsai
ANo, I'm not about to run for governor.” But Bole had a strong coterie of followers, | can
think of a lot of them there, and so he was a eéigctive, extremely able man. | knew him very
well. If you want me, I'll move on to the electipart of it? And of course there was always
some who were not really in favor of Bob, Bob piollgaubbed some people the wrong way.
And one of my close friends, it was Senator Ealinkéin from Bangor, and he and two or three
others were anxious to get a candidate to run agBimb. And | wasn't particularly anxious to
do it, but they felt they could develop supportggio. So actually, Governor Muskie, this is the
year he ran against Fred Payne, is that correct?

DN: Right.



JR: Yeah. And he was so popular and did so wall ithnthe election, a number of the senior
senators were defeated. There was six or eigieof were defeated, and this was kind of his
co-supporters. And so my friend Earl Hillman wahtee to run, and so | said, all right, if we
can get the support then | will run. So we wehbw®ér the state, and the fact that Bob Haskell
lost a lot of his supporters at that time, | waledb develop enough support to finally get the
piece that put it all together and that was senatddangor, Allen Woodcock, and he came over
and then we had votes enough. So Bob decidedignrand retired busy with his Bangor
Hydro.

DN: So he resigned from the Senate?

JR: He resigned from the Senate, yes. And so f@pkack on it, Senator Muskie's popularity
impacted on my particular election, because iféh@ber senators had been elected | don't think
there would have been a chance | would have bepoesédent of the Senate. But fate plays a
hand here, and Senator Muskie's great succesdlpatoinged on that particular race, and so.

DN: Now, was the contest at that point in the sksreate one between different ideological
factions, if you will, conservatives, liberals imetRepublican Party, or was it a matter of
personality in dealing with Bob Haskell?

JR: | would think probably it was more a mattempefsonality. Bob was a very positive guy
and very able, they all respected him. But agwetbped, there were some who were that
supportive of Bob, and if he hadn't lost that ctinese core supporters, | doubt if | would have
been elected. But, yeah, he was very able. Itm@®, | think on personality than anything
else. They felt that he should move on and rurhigiher office, too. He was a very capable
man, could have done anything. But he didn't wvaméke the plunge. | don't know now
whether he felt he couldn't win or didn't reallyw¢o do it. We were always good friends. Last
time | ever | saw him he was eighty-four yearsad he came, | went and visited him and we
had a good talk. Never saw him after that, bue alhn, very able man. I'm sure Senator
Muskie had a great admiration for him, too, otheene wouldn't have resigned early to let Bob
become governor. It was very fitting, very apprag thing for the senator to do.

DN: Yeah, they were good friends.

JR: Yes, yes they were, right.

DN: And | remember particularly when we were dasogne work on the economic
development legislation and Jim Reid was the mgjéeader in the Senate at the time, and he
was vehemently opposed to the legislation thatémator, that Governor Muskie had advanced,
and it was Bob Haskell who stepped in and turnadatind.

JR: Yeah, Bob could do it. Bob, he was a majourfielg and Bob was a powerful influence.

He enjoyed being president of the Senate, he lavgdeside, and extremely effective. Jim

Reid, now | remember him, yeah.

DN: Now, you were president of the Senate, and @GaveClauson was Governor Muskie's



successor. And how were your relationships witle Btauson, as he was known?

JR: Oh, couldn't have been better. A warm, wonderfan. | thoroughly enjoyed him. | met
with him a number of times during that one yeany koow, | was president of the Senate so we
had a reason to have a lot of contact with eacérp#ind | liked him very much. And he was a
man who enjoyed going out, | remember Maury Willgatalking about it, that he would go open
up a hotdog stand; he just loved to get and dcetbidags. So | remember telling him one time,
you know, Governor, you don't want to strain oein yourself too much. Oh, he was enjoying
life. Butl had great relations with Governor Gian.

DN: Now, you mentioned Maury Williams who was GaowarMuskie's administrative
assistant, and you had known him before the gover@o no, you probably didn't know Maury
before.

JR: No, I really didn't know Maury before that, no.
DN: Because you came to Augusta at the same time.

JR: Yeah, right, but I got to know Maury when heswaovernor Clauson's AA and | was
president of the Senate, so we dealt on legislation

DN: Can you describe Maury?

JR: Well, Maury was a very adroit fellow. We alvgagonsidered he was a, had an
encyclopedic knowledge of the finances of the Statd great instincts on how to maneuver
legislation; more of a person who could pull thinggether and a great knowledge of State
history, and how things were done.

DN: The other person you dealt with some when yereva member of the House, and also in
the Senate, was Floyd Nute who was Governor Musgire'ss secretary.

JR: Yes, yeah.
DN: And can you recall Floyd for us?

JR: Well, he was an interesting fellow. One thihg,would write a number of things. 1
always remember one thing he wrote about me dftevdn an election; he calledAT he
Unsinkable Molly Brown”. | thought that was, inhetr words, this guy's going to get beat, but
he doesn't, he's unsinkable. | always remembéati@ut Floyd, the unsinkable Molly Brown.
Yeah, he was an interesting guy. Always had getations with him, but not an awful lot of
contact, but | particularly remember that.

DN: Now, Governor Clauson died in December of 188l you succeeded as governor under
the constitution. What did it feel like?

JR:  Well, I must say, it's vivid in my mind now ahJeb Byrne was his press secretary. And



everything was going on smoothly; | enjoyed beinggaslator and presiding at the Senate. And
it was one, it was like December 28 or 29 | gatleghone call, the telephone rang at about 4:30
in the morning. And | was going to get up earlgttmorning anyway, we were getting ready to
load a carload of potatoes, | had to get out eaklyd he saysiJohn, this is Jeb Byrne.” | knew
right then what the problem was, | could just tellt | know | could see my whole world
changing completely, and Jeb telling me the govehad died.

He'd been to Lewiston | believe, some sort of nmgetand died very suddenly. So it was a great
emotional impact upon me and my family, becausevendid envision to get into full time
politics at all, but | could see my whole life clgamg. And when something like this happens
you try to do the best you can and move forwardd 8o | went down that very next day to take
the oath of office from Harold I. Goss, Secretargtate. He was an institution, as you know, in
the early years. And it was a very sad occasicaulre | thought a lot of Governor Clauson, and
| remember in particular in the bitter cold goilgthe cemetery in Waterville for the burial, and
Mrs. Clauson, a nice person. We felt very bad glsmit wasn't the kind of thing we certainly
wanted to have happen. But fate plays a hand andnpve forward and do the best you can.

DN: | was interested in just a little note in y@emment, you were prepared to get up early
that morning that Jeb called you, because you geireg to work on -

JR: Oh, we were going to load a car of potatoeshagto get the crews started early. So,
when the, | had the alarm set for like 5:30, theptieone rang at 4:30, and he said, w&Tlhis is
Jeb Byrne,” | knew right then exactly what had hexpgd.

DN: So even while you were working as presidernihefSenate of the state, you were busy
with the family potato business.

JR: Oh absolutely, that was a part time job dowthanSenate, absolutely.
DN: And then all of a sudden you were deeply ingdlin governing the State.
JR: Right, yes.

DN: And you were, your first term, or your firstayeas governor was in the midst of a major
national election campaign, and you had to turn édliately to the question of your own
election.

JR: Right, yes, one year by accession and | hadrtdor the balance of the two years, yes. So
that of course occupied, it took a great dealraétand effort to move forward on that. Once
you're in it, you got to run and do the best yon.chwas a long shot in a sense because Frank
Coffin, extremely able man, but there again youendwvnow. And there was the national
campaign going on, and Vice President Nixon carteetimee State a number of times, | remember
him. It was a very active campaign, a lot goingtbnse were busy years. I'm glad it was when
| was young so | had enough vitality and energgdat!

DN: Did you find campaigning for governor much dit#nt from campaigning for the House



or Senate?

JR: Oh, alot different, a lot different, yeah,hrigyes, absolutely. Because campaigning in
Aroostook County was relaxed, and you went arowmdes When | was running for the
legislature, the House seat, that was pretty mawud, running for the Senate | spent quite a lot of
time campaigning.

| got a lot over the years, Don, watching othergbeo Fred Payne was a tremendous
campaigner. | used to travel around with him; hd h great way with people, get out, and. |
took a page out of a lot of people's books, how therated and how they functioned and they
interfaced with the public, and you learn a lot@thbat. But that was a busy time. All the
various candidate meetings, and you work all degatbries and so forth, at night you got to
have a meeting of your party constituents, andiéty demanding physically. Nobody knows
unless they've been through a campaign.

DN: Did you do much with television and radio iatlieampaign?

JR: Not much in those days, no, no. | believe waeé bne televised debate, that you probably
remember, with Frank Coffin. So other than that, kVell, | suppose we appeared some, yeah,
there were some, but not really of any great extetitose days, | don't remember that much
about it.

DN: And that was the first Maine election in Novesnb
JR: Yes, that's right, that's right, it was. Idot about that, you're right, it was.

DN: Your next campaign in 1960, you ran for the aanmg two years of that term. And then
in '62 you ran for reelection. Between '60 and &@ you have many dealings with Senator
Muskie?

JR: Well yes, on issues that impacted the statethBt time I'd developed a very warm
working relationship with him, and yes, we werganch, and | think we were pretty much in
concert with what he was doing. | don't recall anptentious issues. | remember him coming
once or twice to Portland in which we appearedoamt jprograms. And | remember he said that
he admired what | was doing, and certainly suppontkat he was doing, | remember that
particular, a meeting in Portland on one occasi®a.we got along very well, and we interfaced
a considerable time during that period, as welbtveuld, governor and senator.

DN: Now, during that period you, in '62, you ran ffeelection and your opponent in that
campaign was Maynard Dolloff who had been the Masft¢he State Grange. Now, that was
also the year of the Cuban Missile Crisis, as &llec

JR: Yeah, | believe it was, yeah.

DN: And that had a very substantial effect as &ltean the campaigning.



JR: Yeah, that's right; it was a very tense period.
DN: Was that the first time you started dealingwgibme national issues as well?

JR: 1 guess probably you might say that, yes. Miesyere all very concerned about it, and as
| say | did have to deal with that particular issaied it was an emotional thing and very
disturbing thing on the international scene. Yeahguestion about that, it was.

DN: And after you were elected, not too long irtattsecond term, full term, the president
was assassinated and President Johnson becanresitept. And at that point as | recall, with
the controversy over the KBy Vietnam War building up, you got drawn in to tigestion of
support for the president and Vietnam. Was that’.

JR: Your memory is correct, it was very accuratdlaat. Just talking, back just a bit Don, |
remember the assassination, | believe it was &keff oh, what was it?

DN: Sixty-three, November of '63.

JR: Right, yeah, but President Kennedy came tdJthigersity of Maine, the senator was
there, I've got some great photos, and it didrets@ossible all this would unfold. But | met
him from there, and it was as you say a very, Wégyissue. And what were you -?

DN: Well, I was moving beyond that.

JR: Oh, the Johnson, yes, yes, okay, yeah, rigfgll, I'm a great believer in supporting the
president, and we were involved in the war. AnthatGovernor's Conference, why, | spoke up
there as the governor of Maine supporting the geggi There was a great, there were some
dissidents there at that particular time, but yoaw, | was a supporter of President Johnson, got
to know him real well actually at the Governor'snawence in Hawaii. Why he came there, this
was of course, President Kennedy was presidehaatitne, he was the vice president. |
remember going out to the U.S.S. Ranger and meweifihghim. There was a lot of them didn't
go out, but I went out and we hit it off very wddkecause he's rancher from Texas and | was a
Maine farmer, and we hit it off very well.

And | remember particularly that he wanted to gehe Maine deer to upgrade the stature of the
deer in Texas, and | did ship him a couple of bde&r to go down there. | don't know whatever
happened but, it's unusual, but | became verydhewith President Johnson. In fact, we had a
Governor's, and then | became chairman of the NaltiGovernor's Conference, we had a
conference in Texas with John Connally and the &hsity of Maine had a, one of those football
games, or bowl games in Florida, and | was goingptthere. And the president heard about it,
he says, you're going to stay here overnight aed te're going to fly you down there. So |
became very friendly with Lyndon Johnson, we hdfftvery well.

DN: And after the your term was up as governorgctviwould have been 1966, you then were
appointed.



JR: Yes, thatis right, | was appointed to the biadil Transportation Safety Board, and he
offered me that position on there. | was the dtdypublican at that time, five members, a brand
new board, and it sounded like a great challenge | avas looking for another opportunity and
everything worked very, very well. | came down aves there, and that was the year that uh,
after one year Nixon won | believe, at that time.

DN: That's right, '67.

JR: That's right '67, yes, right. And then | beeachairman. | liked them very well, | was a
member at the time, | didn't need to be chairmaenjoyed it greatly, traveled all over the
country, all over the world investigating these onair crashes, or indeed accidents, major
accidents of any kind of transportation. So | tuwhly enjoyed it. It was a great change of
pace from being governor. There's no job like gavernor, but it was a lot less fewer
headaches. But | enjoyed that greatly, travelkdvar the world, and all the hearings. And |
stayed there for nine years and became chairmagr INigon, and | was chairman for eight
years, stayed on the board for nine. Then Preskdmal offered me an ambassadorship and
that's when | had that first tour in Sri Lankaaasbassador to Sri Lanka.

DN: And now, you were ambassador there, and thext @il you do?

JR: Well, okay, Jimmy Carter won the next electias,you remember, and | came back here
to Washington and we, by that time we liked it vessil, enjoyed it, and | took a job as Director
of Government Relations with the Associated Busdend Contractors. We had a number of
members in Maine, and so | did some lobbying, &edet again | met Senator Muskie many
times and he always graciously had me to the offl@ways remember him saying one thing
is, AWell, the big issue with this group is the DaviseBa Act.” Well, he saysAJohn,” he says,
Aif we eliminate that you may not have a jol§l"aughter) | thought that was a good one. He
was always very generous and | enjoyed my conteitiishim.

In fact, during those years we were in Washingtensaw a lot of Ed and Jane because they
attended a number of the Maine State Society ngetand so we got to see them really more
than we ever had before. Very friendly, and myevgérticularly enjoyed Jane and Ed, have
great memories of our contacts with them over #sry. And about his genius for hypnotizing
lobsters, you must have known that. He tried tmasime how to do it, but | never could do it the
way he did it, he was great at that.

DN: Not a skill you learned in the potato fields.

JR: No, not, oh no, | did my best; of course weewsay inland.

DN: Did you teach him anything about potatoes?

JR: Well, I tried to do that, but I think he knewefty well about potatoes anyway, he was a
good meat and potatoes man. Of course, anothey that came on at that time, during his term

as governor | believe, was the sugar beet. | redpeetine sugar beets in Maine, he went up
there.



DN: That was when he was senator.

JR:  When he was senator, right, so | remember gairggstern Maine, and the Vahlsing
people being up there with the senator and evesyldeen that project started. We all hoped it
would work, everybody give it their best try. Sadt didn't. But it's like a lot of things, you
attempt to do something you think is right, angat fail, you fail. But it was an honest attempt
to get it started. But | had many contacts with&er Muskie over that particular issue.

DN: Well, it's a long way from Fort Fairfield toi%anka and the many other places you
traveled over the years. You must have looked backwondered about what politics did for
you, and to you, in a sense.

JR: | certainly did, Don, no question about it. dAafter we had our four years here during the
Carter administration, the group | work for is ayeonservative type and | did a lot of work for
Ronald Reagan in that particular election. AnihstO81 he gave me a call and offered me an
ambassadorship. And | thought, what's he goirgay® He called me on a Labor Day weekend,
| remember. And he sayAl'd like to have you be in my administration as asgador to Sri
Lanka.” So | went back again, and that time speunt years, so | had a total of five years over
there. It was a great experience. | enjoyedithatensely. As a matter of fact, | still have a
number of contacts who are Sri Lankan people, antiave a support group in the city here
helping them out, their ambassador. So | keeposeccontact with the country. But it was a
great change from Aroostook County, no questiorualio So we enjoyed the life.

DN: Had the trouble with the Tamil Tigdralso known as: Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam]
started while you were ambassador?

JR: Yes, it did, Don, during my second tour, afiae year. The first tour | was there, in '76-
77, 1 went to the north and there was no probkeverything was all right. 1 went back there in
'82, start of '82, and | saidWell things have changed.” And | made only ong imi that four
years to the north, and you could see the resentfi¢ine Tamils was building up. And then it
broke out in 1983, in which they had the riots midnbo and a number of people were killed
and a lot of buildings were burned, and it wasah peoblem. And | always remember President,
(sounds like: Jy Wardner) was the president and | had great relations kiithy | went to see

him, | said,AMr. President, you are attempting A He was, he was trying to get a program to
integrate the Tamils into society. He sai¥es, but | didn't start soon enough.” It was like
famous last words, and so it's gone on now fortegreyears. However, there does appear, as
you and | talk now, as if there's light at the efthe tunnel. It appears that they are goindnéo t
peace table and hopefully they'll find peace int twauntry; great little country. Sad to see intor
apart and think of fifty thousand lives lost durithg@se nineteen years.

DN: As you look back on your years in public lifedayour experiences with Senator Muskie,
Governor Muskie, are there any particular recaiterst that we haven't talked about so far that
you think are important in understanding him, alse anderstanding the times?

JR: Well, I really interfaced with him many timeses those years and we always had a very



pleasant and friendly relationship and rapport, ldmalve nothing but a highest regard for him
and for what his career. He was a real giant otimgs and will always be remembered as just
a great leader. He would have been a great prasidemy opinion, absolutely would have been
a great president. | know Maine people felt thaywand | know | did. But fate plays a hand in
life, in politics, you never know. But our relatiship was excellent, and | have nothing but fond
memories of my association, contacts with Ed Mugkigt a good friend and a great leader.

| remember the last time | think | saw him; he wpeaking at a health program for Alzheimer's.
| think Don Larrabee who you and | know well, w@miring at that time. And when | came in,

| wanted to go over and say hello to Ed, he wagedeand his legs were not, he said he didn't
feel good about standing. And that surprisedfitBetime, and | think that might have been the
last time | saw him. But over the years, | havéhimg but admiration for him and consider him
a good friend, and one of the people I've certadnalgn privileged to have known over the years,
what a great job he's done.

DN: Thank you very much.
JR: You're welcome. | hope I've covered the things
DN: You did.

End of Interview
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