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Biographical Note

Gwilym “Gwil” Roberts was born in Brownville, Maini@ 1917. Mr. Roberts attended

Brownville schools, graduating from Brownville Higthool in 1934. He enrolled in the
Farmington State Normal School in 1934, and gotriasters at the University of Maine, Orono.
In 1940, he returned to the University of Main€-atmington as a one-year replacement teacher
and ended up teaching there for forty-three yesis grofessor of History. He is especially
known for being able to remember the names of mib#te students. A one time Republican

and delegate to the 1952 state convention, helssdtto the Democratic Party in 1969, winning
election to the Maine Legislature in 1984, wheresérred until 1997. He published the book
New Lives in the Valleyn 1998. He died May 10, 2005.

Scope and Content Note

Interview includes discussions of: growing up inthern Maine; Republican domination of
Maine politics before the 1950s; changing partyliation to Democrat; Agnes Mantor; Currier
and Joe Holman of Farmington; Mills family; Peteillsll as U.S. Attorney and his political
career; 1984 Farmington legislative race; PetelsMlilas a philanthropist; Janet Mills;



Benjamin Butler family; Dick and Lloyd Morton; telsion and political campaigns; the
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Transcript

Andrea L'Hommedieu: ... interview on July 27th, 1999 with Gwilym BRerts at the
University of Maine in Farmington, and I'm AndredHommedieu. Could you start by giving
me your full name and spelling it?

Gwilym Roberts: Yes, Gwilym Richard Roberts, and the Gwilym isAGL-Y-M, which is
Welsh for William.

AL: And where and when were you born, and where didgrow up?

GR: | was born and grew up in Brownville, Maine. aswoorn in 1917. | graduated from
Brownville High School in a class of nine in 193#hd came down to Farmington to go to
Farmington State Normal School in the fall of 1934.

AL: And that was right with the Great Depression caon.

GR: That was with the Great Depression sort of ond 8o | think, Orono was a lot nearer but
we couldn’t have thought of going to Orono. Anddndered about that later. In checking up |
found that Orono would have cost about six hunareditwenty dollars a year, and Farmington
cost three hundred and thirty-three dollars a y&dhich, | earned a lot, so | could afford to go

to Farmington.

AL: And what year did you graduate from Farmington?

GR: | graduated in 1937, then taught for a year ugreenville Junior High for seventeen
dollars a week, studied at Orono for a couple afrgyeand finished my resident for a masters just
when they needed someone to fill in for one yeage la¢ Farmington at half pay, and half pay at
Farmington was better than full pay at Greenvilleame over here for one year and Dick
Mallett didn’t come back at the end of the yearstaged away twenty-eight years and then he
came back. So | got entrenched and taught heretfnee years.



AL: Forty-three years.

GR: | started teaching here fifty-nine years ago thils So I've been around Farmington most
of the time for the last, with a year away to stadyv and then, I've been around Farmington
most of the time for the last fifty-nine years.

AL: Now how many children were there in your familgem you were growing up?
GR: There were three of us, a sister, brother ancethys
AL: And your parents, what were their names and wtieréhey come from?

GR: Dad, William Roberts, was a slate quarryman. Aisdfather came from Wales and got
over here and then sent for the five children dmeda tmother to come over to Canada. Then they
went across to Brownville where slate quarries vibmr@ming at that time. My mother’s father
also was a Welsh slate quarryman. My mother’s srotlas a Yankee from Brownville.

AL: | know you have, there are some people that polddell us about. Stocky Stevens comes
to mind first of all.

GR: 1 really can less about Stocky Stevens than lateut most people because | was not,
again, maybe | ought to say for background thatnnthg@as coming of age, everyone registered
Republican, nearly. The Democrats offered vetlelithance. And the choice was between
liberal and conservative Republicans. And so peopjistered Republican. As one woman
from New Sharon said once, | asked her for whonmwseegoing to vote in the Republican
primary in the spring and she said, “I'm going tues/for the weakest candidate, then vote
Democratic in the fall.” | don’t think most of it it quite this way, but that was the choice.
And so | went to the Republican state conventioa dslegate in 1952, and | did not become a
Democrat until 1969. And then | ran for county eoissioner in 1970, and then was elected to
the legislature in 1984 as a Democrat.

Oh, Stocky Stevens, | remember Stocky just as sopewho was active in Democratic politics.
He was working as a store clerk maybe here in Fagton at that time, | think he was living in
Strong. And then, of course, he moved to Portkamdi | noticed him mostly lately in the anti-
abortion circles. But | just remember him, | didréally know him well, as a Democratic activist
up in Franklin County, of which there weren’t toamy.

AL: And then he switched to the Republican Party laite
GR: Did he? 1didn’t know that. | knew that fronststrong anti-abortion views and some
other rightist views that he was expressing irelstto the editor, | figured that's where he

should be.

AL: Right. How about Tony Chiarvalotti?



GR: And again, Tony was just someone | knew a lgtler in Wilton, he had his market. And
again it was, but again, | wasn’t, | wasn't actinddemocratic politics until | shifted and
immediately got to “direct the choir” by, as theyysby running for the county commissioner
and then for the legislature. So I didn’t knowslgebut these were two of the active Democratic
workers.

AL: Now what did Tony Chiarvalotti do, what was hiage in the community, do you
remember that?

GR: Well, as | said, he had his market over in Wijtand that's all | know. Beyond that I, his
sister went, | knew his sister fairly well, butitld't, sister or daughter, and I, but | didn’t know
Tony that much.

AL: How about Agnes Mantor?

GR: Agnes | knew very well. And she was a real Deratic activist, ran for the legislature

and was beaten by a local farmer. It was pretpossible for a Democrat to get anywhere. And
maybe, maybe Agnes typifies the struggle peopleweragainst in those days. Almost all of
the representatives to the legislature were loeg@luRlican businessmen. And | ran across
something the other day, kind of interested met aflthem were masters of the Masonic
Lodge, which was, there’s no hidden agenda herd lua#ts, that was the kind of person. As |
think them over, there were, those who were elefttad say 1940 to 1960, | would say that
two-thirds of them had been masters of the Masbodge, but they most often were successful
Farmington businessmen.

Agnes ran and was beaten, as usual. And it, maylygiess I'd rather not see this in print, but
Agnes had a mental breakdown in the 1940s and $taeldh lot of frustration. She got her
bachelors degree after Farmington at BU, and thertaught history. But her mother was
dependent upon her and dominated her life, | suppésd as a result, Agnes never seemed to
be able to get away and get any more educationnoelye bachelors, and I'm sure that caused
her some frustration. We were coming back fromeégymother funeral, her mother had been a
matron, the term they used in those days, in tmendory. And we were all sitting very soberly
when Myron Starbird, a faculty member, made theroemt, “Let’s face it, she was a battle axe
and she made Agnes’ life miserable.” So that, tieger forgotten that remark. | don’t know
about the battle axe part, but Agnes did feel sttetb be very dependent upon her mother, and
again that caused some frustration.

But maybe, and this is the part | would not warnprobably see in print, if it ever were to be,
that’s all right, that when she had the mental kaeavn, she thought that the Republican leaders
had gotten control of her property here in FarnmongtPeople like LIloyd Morton and Currier
Holman, she felt they’d gotten control of her pnapewhich would illustrate | think the kind of
frustration that a Democrat fighting against tlietcould feel. She was in the state hospital a
year or two, made a good recovery, came back, asdawibrarian and the college library is



named for her now. She was a very fine persorshachad the courage to buck the tide when
most of us remained Republicans and voted fordibeepublicanism, even after the Democrats
had reasonable alternatives.

AL: You just mentioned Currier Holman.

GR: Yes, Currier Holman was very powerful. And hesvadl the more powerful because
people thought he was powerful. He was the, hat lbb@ governor’s council, he was in the
senate, he was a very smart lawyer. And, he lpmhar that you run across occasionally. |
withdrew my account from one bank because | diliket Currier. | wrote a column to the local
paper, and Currier and | didn’t get along very wdtlen | said some things about Currier in that
column, like his actions while he was on the gowescouncil. And when | withdrew my
money from the bank, it was controlled by Currare of my friends who worked in the bank
said, “Well, you know, he also has just about asimuofluence on the other two banks in town
as he has on ours.”

A friend of mine was buying a house off the Soutto®y Road, fellow named “Buzz” Warren,
now dead. And someone said to him, “Well when y@uéady, you want to use Joe Holman for
your attorney.” And Buzz said, “I don’t want toaudoe Holman under any circumstances. Why
should | use Joe Holman?” And they said, “Yowr®ng way off from the South Strong Road,
you've got to arrange to have your road plowede Thunty commissioners are going to make
that decision, and Currier Holman controls the ¢gp@wommissioners.” which was his comment.

| wrote a column once and | found out something kloon’t think anybody else, no, | won't say
that, but it was not generally known. Currier algas drawing a good salary as head of the
Maine Consolidated Power Company, which was somettiat was not generally known in the
town until | put it in my column in the paper. @mintelligible word), there was, he did exercise
a tremendous amount of power in the town. And be &clever lawyer, | guess with all that
implies, good and bad.

His, there was a bitterness among the lawyerdieribess between the Millses and the Holmans,
and they were mostly Republican, they were bothuBkgans, of course. But when Peter Mills
became federal D.A. for Maine, he prosecuted Jdeblo for cheating the poor in that Joe was
supposedly charging more. The fees were set fwillmg cases for the poor, a certain kind of
case, and he supposedly charged much more. Pélemds unable to get a conviction because
the idea that this well dressed, obviously welttofellow would cheat the poor just seemed
ridiculous to the jury. But his fellow attorneysdw him pretty well and they suspended him
from the practice of law for | guess maybe nine thenn this episode, which showed a decline
obviously in the power the Holmans had. But Curwas really a powerful individual.

AL: Was Currier still living at that time, that theyok Joe to court?

GR: I'm not sure, I'm not, | don’t think he was. Hiwwer had declined buthe . ... |
remember they had a trial down here at the Lear@iegter at the college and | thought that's



something that never could have happened. Of edhese wasn't any Learning Center at the
college a while ago, but the thought of Joe Holmaimg on sort of a hearing before the law
group at the college was a surprising sort of aghihe, shall | talk about Peter Mills?

AL: Sure, yes.

GR: Peter, there’s an article which I'm sure Andrdaiwiliar with it, the, in théMaine Times |
guess it was, early June, about the notable Milsiliy. And they really are a remarkable
family. And these are Peter’s children, Peter lisdlivorced wife Kay, who lives here in town.
When | came here in the forties, Peter was aetngehe was a liberal, a liberal wing of the
party. And a friend of mine, Doris Abbott, saidne, “If you're a friend of Peter’s, you've got
to be a real friend because you spend so muchdafending him.” And Myron Starbird again,
| said to Myron, we were discussing Peter’s fighton different cases. And | said, “Well, you
must admit that he has fought for a lot of goodsesu’ And Myron said, “Yes, but he’s fought
just as hard on a lot of causes that didn't ambtwuanything.”

Now Peter was a scrapper, he liked to fight. Aaddught, again, he was a liberal wing of the
party, and he also took greater pleasure in sesgingeone squirm than any other person | ever
knew. He would atta-, somehow get a story in tugep that would condemn someone,
supposedly for doing something that indicated tlealy deliberately had done something

wrong. And this sort of thing had never happemethém before. So Peter made a great, a great
many enemies.

And, | could say he accused the bank trusteesrsf National, | guess it was, of some
crookedness when they brought John Robinson irtrastee. It's a complicated story. Peter
told me he’d written the story about John Robinaond the crookedness, and then he told me
that his, the Gannett papers refused to prinAitd so he got it printed over in tiBangor News,
which was John Robinson’s home town territory. 8w theBangor News had to issue a front
page apology for the article, which turned outytfedt, not to be true and opened them to suit.
So, again, this was the kind of thing that Petdr d\nd he fought for a lot of liberal causes, but
he also fought for other things and he embarragsegle.

See, he was a rising young star in the state &gid right before WWII. And he went in and
became a lieutenant commander, and | think he’d besybe majority leader in the House
before the war, and he came back expecting to re$usrcareer. But again, he’d made so many
enemies in the Republican Party that they foursllaw in town who was very well-liked and
who had no business being a Democrat, Mr. Tylewidddyler, who had become a Democrat in
1899 because he was going with a girl whose fatlasrrunning for the legislature as a
Democrat. He’d never gotten around to changepagih he was a local banker and
conservative. But they got him to run as a Dentodrauppose this was 1946, probably. And
he beat Peter in the election, and this sort oftted Peter’s desire to pick up his career again.

And I've forgotten what happened after that, exd¢bpt when | ran for the legislature in 1984,
Peter was up for the Republican nomination. Atitbught it was going to be a very nasty fight



when Peter, by this time Peter and | were no lofigends. And, but in the Republican primary,
Peter’'s opponent was a not too popular professitreatollege named John Mudge. And in the
primary, again, so many Republicans were not erdhtis for Peter, and John Mudge had a
group of ardent supporters, a Christian grouptrghg group, that he was able to win the
primary, I’'m sure to Peter’s great surprise, agateter. And therefore | had a much calmer and
much easier campaign than | would have had.

But Peter was one of the very few, and stop me aftehile if | go on too far, Peter was one of
the very few, someone said there were only sewematlys among the rep--, in the state, who
supported Margaret Chase Smith [in 1948] when aherr the Republican primary, for the
Senate. The other people, the others had theah@amner Sewall, Horace Hildredth, they had
the Republican supporters. And someone said @vgrslawyers supported her, | don’'t know.
In any case, Peter supported Margaret Chase Sndtkoahe great surprise of the columnists,
she won that primary and went then to the UnitedeStSenate. And Peter was handsomely
rewarded for having supported her. He becamesttherél D.A. for Maine for that, in that period
of time, and |, so | suppose maybe it was whenyes, it would have been when Eisenhower
came in, that was the first Republican administratifter that, and he served maybe, yes,
Eisenhower, I've forgotten exactly how many he sdpymaybe he served only eight under
Eisenhower, and then he came back under the nad&rWNixon, and served maybe another
eight. So he served something like sixteen yeaesfaderal D.A. for Maine.

So Peter had quite a, quite a campaign and it agesn there was a mixed reaction in that he had
supported a lot of good causes, but he also hadtint of perverse delight in embarrassing
people and trying to indicate they did somethirgg tiot only was mistaken but also was
deliberately wrong. And that came back to haumt, lds when he ran against John Mudge, and
when he ran against Jarvie Tyler in ‘46, and whemam against John Mudge in ‘84.

AL: Now, is he still living or has he passed away?

GR: Peter Mills, in his old age, has become a greaefactor for the college. He’s given away
a great deal of money and done very well witiHe is still alive, although | suppose he’s
eighty-seven or so now and not in very good heaith. But he gave the Peter Mills Room in
the, a media center room in the library, fully gpéd, and he’s given scholarships for various
good causes. And so he’s become a great benefadtmr old age.

AL: Now he also has some, his whole family is velgcegsful. The children have done lots of
interesting things. Can you tell me a little bat them as well?

GR: That article in thé/laine Times came out on June 8th or something, did quite ajob
them. But of course Peter Mills, Jr. [lll], S. BeMiills, | don’t know if he calls himself junior,
from Skowhegan, has been a leading member of that&and a very hard worker. And also, |
don’t know how I'd describe it but, not, erratioisthe word, he’s been far from firm in his
support of Republican policies. He’s a person wbes not, is not necessarily going to follow
the party line.



AL: Follows the issues?

GR: He will follow the issues and doesn’t mind spegkout against these things he thinks,
which he thinks are wrong. Janet was federal dinry, was state district attorney for Franklin,
Oxford and Androscoggin counties for several ye&¥era, Dora Ann sometimes called, is the
top health official in the state of Maine now. Pappears on television each election, he has
encyclopedic knowledge of the political historytleé state in the last fifty years or so, he
generally appears on television. | guess | haawjdis not at all active in politics or anything
like that. But they are a remarkable, | think #ngcle calls them the “Remarkable Mills Family”
or something, and they are, they are. And it sdemse that they, none of them have the quality
that Peter had of antagonizing so many peopleth®mwther hand, Peter did have a successful
career, and again, those many, many years as f€&léra

AL: I'd also like to talk a little bit about the Bemnin Butler family?

GR: Yes. Ben Butler was in the legislature and e Reter feuded at the town level, they were
rivals for the, to be moderator of the town meetidgnd whoever was moderator would find the
other one challenging him from the floor, all tire¢. So there was that rivalry there. Benjamin
was in the state legislature. And Ben and his wifete some beautiful local history books. Ben
died some time ago, and there is not, his son bialseen at all, or daughter, not been at all
active in politics. And so Ben was a local attgtnénd | don’t know where I'd classify him
politically, | don't, | think they were all againenhe another, the Millses and the Butlers and the
Holmans and so on. And of course there was theédviey the Morton family.

AL: Who are they?

GR: Dick Morton, the elder, who's now about maybe Is¢venties, was in the legislature. His
father was in the state legislature. His fathes Rapublican state chairman, Lloyd Morton.
And then Dick was in the, Dick was in the statadkgure for a long time, did very well, and
was in a position of leadership in the Republicarty? The, I think it was a tragedy, from my
own point of view, in a way, that even though he\R&publican and | was Democrat, he got
beaten when we had a, Charlie Webster decidechtagainst him.

And | think Charlie figured this out, that he conlidbeat him in a Republican primary. So
Charlie ran as a Democrat and spent, a tremendoagaigner, one woman said he called on her
four times to try to get one vote from her. Andamehile, Dick Morton had beaten a number of
opponents easily, and he was unaware of all th& Wat he [Charlie] was doing. And so,
whenever that year was, | suppose around in theeaaty ‘80s, Webster beat Dick for his seat.
And Dick at this time had retired, | think, from Mon’s or was about to, and he was in a
position to exert leadership. And it seemed tcheevas standing up for very many good and
forward thinking causes. After he got down to Asigi Charlie Webster announced on the steps
of the State House that he was changing to be aliiepan instead of a Democrat. And I've
forgotten how long he was in before he, so thatwiaesre he belonged according to his beliefs.



But meanwhile, that ended Dick Morton’s career.

Young Dick, however old he may be now, fifty or adawyer, an attorney here in town
[currently in 2002, he is Judge of Probate], hantan official at the local level; has never run
for the state legislature.

AL: Is there also some history of the Butler famdig you ever know about the descendants of
Benjamin Butler being from the Civil War era?

GR: No. Benjamin Butler, or Natalie Butler, his wifeave told me that some people think he
looks like the, he looks like the Ben Butler fronetCivil War era. There were several Butler
families in Farmington who were active, but no cection to the fellow. Benjamin Butler was a
general from Massachusetts | think, who was shaitt] headed, squint-eyed. Ben Butler was
not squint-eyed, but the other characteristicsiagpivhich is why his wife said something,
something that Ben looks like the Ben Butler of @ieil War era.

It was Ben Butler who, in the occupation of Newdaris, the general, said that any women
insulting his soldiers would be treated as a wowfahe streets plying her vocation, which
caused a bit of commotion and so, he was a stouyytgo, and Ben tended to be a stormy guy.
Ben and Nat did a beautiful job on a series o&lddstories in which they took the houses in
different parts of town and analyzed the ownerslaodght in a lot of local history. Ben died a
number of years ago. But there was a, and thee thas another firm, the F.L. Butler Company
was a different firm, and he wrote a history of tben back in 1885. And no connection to Ben
and Nat, who wrote a history later on.

AL: Interesting. When you were here in the 195@kyanu really weren't politically involved
yet yourself, but you must have observed some @it wias going on in the state with the
Democrats coming together, as well as Republicatisyy Democratic to elect Ed Muskie in
‘64. Do you remember a sense of what was happ@ning

GR: No, not as much as | might have. | had a Fulttrggant over in North Wales in ‘53 to ‘4.
And even though we were going in debt we stayedratdor two or three months beyond the
end of the Fulbright, which was very adequate fsingle man, not too adequate for a married
man with one child and a wife eight months pregnamn we went over. But we did stay over
there that summer, so we got back into Maine inéaber of ‘54. And in those days, of course,
the state elections were in September, and saltdide that election. Of course, | think it was
a tremendous thing.

And Louis Jalbert, whom | didn’t really know, bugot talking with him up here one day, he

was up for some committee or something. And he thait, and this is probably something
everyone knows but I'd never thought of it befdre,said that we must not overlook the effect

of TV on Ed Muskie’s winning. He said, “You go aMaine houses back at that time, and there
were usually two things on the living room table¢ad, thesaturday Evening Post and some
Republican newspaper,” either from Boston or fromilé. And he said, “It was pretty hard for



a Democrat to get in on that.” But, | rememberbvin New York in ‘48-'9, and my friend and |
were betting on how soon TV would come to Mainee ¥uld see it through the windows of
bars down there in New York then, and of coursaihe in shortly after this. And so, as Louis
Jalbert said, “When you’ve got TV, then they cosdd Ed Muskie, this handsome, poised guy
who obviously knew what he was talking about.” Aladbert said, you mustn’t overlook the
effect of that, of the TV on bringing him in.

When he ran the first time, | don’t think Cathatici was much of an issue. | don’t know how
much of an issue it was, but people didn’t expécttio win. But | remember that after, the day
after the election | met a fellow on the post adfgteps and he said, “Well, we got to be sure that
Catholic don’t win more than one term,” which | alyg remembered. It made me more
determined that | would be voting for Ed Muskie aadon.

So this tremendous effect that | think, this ishimog everyone doesn’t know, that it made it
respectable to be a Republicait [Democrat] after Ed Muskie came in, people, suddpabple
could become a Muskie follower. But still, you eatt had many Democrats win at the local
level here. Charlie Webster won and promptly geeeame a Republican. | won one term.
And when | ran for the second time I'd had an apip@tis operation in Moscow, Russia maybe
a year before. And Charlie spread the rumor ardbatdmy health was so bad that | probably
would not be able to serve out the term if | wdeeted. | didn’t know that until after the
election was over. So | lost by a narrow margin.

And then of course the, but the tremendous effettteoGoldwater candidacy in 1964 when
Luther Whittier, who had run for a number of tingexl didn’t own a car and didn’t have a
telephone and didn’'t have electricity in his hows®] rode his bicycle around to campaign, and
in that Goldwater election when this fantastic &auound in the make-up of the House, Luther
was swept in along with the rest and became a Repubemocrat representing this district. |
think he generally voted along with his consenafRepublican friends from Bowdoin. Being a
Bowdoin graduate was practically a career with kutlit was the one thing in his life that really
took up so much of his time and space. But thedisething else again.

AL: So, do you think that Farmington has been predantly Republican?

GR: All the way through, and | don’t see why, | dos&e why it hasn’t changed much. That is,
you have the college here now. And when Jack Qcémme in 1970, the students were
organized. And when, oh yes, there was a short ligft, a partial term left, and Joe Holman

ran. And the Democrats nominated Judd Strunk, wém®a well known singer. And the college
students turned out pretty well in 1970 to suppgadd Strunk, and that was a very close
election. Bud [ Leavitt ], the sports commentdtom the Bangor paper, appeared on TV on the
night before the election and did a favorable thorgloe Holman, and some think that that may
have swung it. Kingfield went quite strongly fareJHolman. And it was, and so he did, he won
that short term. But that was that little burst.

But in general it is still a Republican, much marBepublican territory. A Democratic woman



almost unseated Judge Benoit, and up country wedea Democrat elected, we've had a
Democrat elected in Wilton lately. But Republicaiin® Republicans still seem to control
Farmington in spite of a lot of forces you'd thimkght have weakened their hold.

AL: Did you ever meet Muskie over the years?

GR: Ohyes. And of course, again, | became, whexd about joining the party and leading
the choir immediately, you don’t recall probablathvhen Wendell Willkie, which converted to
become a Republican, and he had been a Democddbeanas running for the president. And
someone, a Republican of long standing didn’t warstupport him. And one of his friends said,
“Well now, if there was someone of rather bad cti@raand they changed their ways and
wanted to join the church, wouldn’t you welcomenth@?” And the fellow said “Yes, but |
wouldn’t have her leading the choir the first SuntiaSo | joined the party and | immediately
tried to lead the choir. | ran for county comnus&r in one close, and lost. My opponent was a
good friend of mine. He thought | came pretty elasd | didn’t think | came close enough.

And then, of course again | ran twice in ‘84 an@.'8And in those days, yes, | got to know
Muskie, because I think Muskie was a symbol fooéllis. | mean, the reviving of the Demo--,
it, as | said earlier | think, it made it resped¢aio be a Democrat. People who would never
have thought of being a, of voting Democratic, dagdy they voted for Muskie and it would be
a respectable sort of a vote, this tremendous itrthathe had. And | didn'’t, | didn't get to
know him as well, and | didn’t get to know him tiwvay someone might have known him who
was working hard for the Democrats in the 1950sE9&Ds.

| changed my registration on January 1st, New Yeagy 1969. And so from that period on |
worked with him, but did not know him very well.dbn’t have any particular things about him
that many, many other people would not have in nraoke detail. But, except the general
feeling, and I'm repeating it about the third tinoéthe tremendous impact on a Republican area
like Franklin County where he just revolutionizé@ feeling of people about being a Democrat
and voting Democratic.

AL: It was said that a lot of Republicans voted fardkie in the mid to late ‘50s when he ran
for governor, and then possibly as senator as vizatl. you ever talk to or hear about
Republicans who felt strongly about Muskie angoif what did they, how did, what was it that
made them think Muskie was an okay guy?

GR: Let me wander back just a little bit. In 1952 were up to Dot and Harlan Abbott’'s house
election night. And as the returns came in, nktthere were twenty-two of us, a lot of couples
of around, of about, oh, thirty-five to forty, andt of the twenty-two, twenty-one of us favored
Eisenhower. My wife was the only one who favoredlah Stevenson. 1 felt in some ways her
stand was more honest than mine, but I think miag practical and the better stand. | don’t
know, | never, | didn’t talk with people. | justlf, | mean, obviously when he won that victory
over Payne and then won in the senate races,Itden;t know if they would, especially. But
obviously when the votes came in, if the vote comesmd he beats Republicans again and



again, obviously Republicans don’t have to apoledar voting for him because obviously it's
what many, many other Republicans are doing. Aghanlt know how much they talked about
it.

| remember that one of the local bankers and lehbadrd, a lot of debates during the Muskie-
Payne campaign. And he was very subdued the dexythé election | recall, but he surely had
not quieted down his dislike for Muskie. But far many middle-of-the-roaders, again, here was
a fellow who stood for good things. Again, | menkd that fellow saying that we got to be sure
that that Democrat doesn’t win for the secondltiat Catholic doesn’t win for the second time.

The Masons invited, always invited the governoattend their annual meeting, and usually the
governor had been a Mason, most often. And heseBgaMuskie as a Catholic. And so they
invited Muskie to attend, and to their amazemerghw@ved up, and made a favorable
impression. This is the kind of a thing. So I'eally not answering your question very well, but
obviously seeing him on TV and watching what he d@isg, here was a fellow who was
knowledgeable, personable and stood for the thimgshich they believed.

AL: Now in ‘56 did you have an opportunity to see lamtelevision at the time?

GR: I don't remember. |, see, Stevenson ran agaim,tche, in ‘567 1 think, | don’t, I'm sure |
did. Well, no | probably didn’'t. We didn’t havelévision for a long while. My wife thought it
wasn’t too good for, have the kids watching too mtedevision. And so they used to go to the
neighbors on Saturday morning to watch televisidnd I'm not, | don’t think we got television
until the mid ‘60s, or at least the mid ‘60s, sometbefore ‘69. But no, | didn’'t watch, | wasn’t
watching him on TV.

| was all for him. And again it was a, but it wasery, if you had been in the minority party all
along as so many of us had, even though someweéressecretly in the minority party until, in
my case it was ‘69, it was a very satisfying thihtiink, to people, to have Muskie come
through and have this Democrat win and be so mespected. Because the Democrats really
got very little respect. | remember in WWII theanra candidate who got about twenty-five
percent of the vote in one of the gubernatoriattedas. So it was a, | guess what I'm trying to
say over and over again is just, for this Republi@eea, for those of us who were liberal or
middle-of-the-roaders, or Democrats really in wellothing by working the Republican party
for liberalism, it was a very satisfying thing tave Muskie win.

AL: I'm going to stop right there and turn the tapero
GR: Sure.

End of Sde A
SdeB

AL: We are now on side two of the interview with @wilym Roberts at the University of



Maine at Farmington on July 27th, 1999. | woukelio talk just a little bit about the occasions
at which you did meet Muskie, what were the reasonthe occasions and what were your
interactions with him?

GR: Really it was, again, not very, they were notMearportant. As a person who was running
for county office, running for the legislature, thecasion in which | met him would be
Democratic rallies | suppose, in Franklin Counide might get up to one of them, occasions in
Augusta, Democratic get-togethers. Most oftemmalsgroups, and so it was, it wasn'’t really
anything notable. | didn’t know him well enoughhtave any real memories of him except
having, taking pleasure in talking with him. Ifllbeen active in the Democratic party in the
1950s and 1960s | probably would have a lot morghwmdiile memories.

AL: Are there any anecdotes or stories or recollesttbat you have living in Farmington all
the years that you have of politics, or somethihgJen’t asked you about that would be
important?

GR: Yes, maybe I'll tell a couple. One involves miferand myself. We found ourselves
voting Democratic more and more while we were stilistered with the Republican Party.
Then one day we got an invitation to a Democrataip, and my wife said, “I thought they had
a secret ballot.” But that’s neither here nor ¢heow, she was only joking. We had both
resolved to shift to the Democratic Party, but thenkidneys failed. And at the end of
December 1968 she was in very bad shape and hlpadttoBoston to live for a year, on a
dialysis unit, since there were no dialysis umt§/iaine. And so that was the time when we had
decided to shift, and so | shifted to the DemocrBarty January 1st, 1969. And she really,
when they began to correct her blood situation reb#y was not with it for a while. And it was
some months later that she was startled to fint] #sashe said, “You mean you're a Democrat
and I'm still a Republican?” And she, it took leewhile to change.

The other thing, | remember that we used to gatpeat Janice Ripley Durrell’'s house, she was
a reporter for the Portland paper and the retuerehere. And | remember Peter Mills, | guess
| was there, yeah, | guess | was, | suppose | here} | suppose that was the occasion in 1964
when this Goldwater thing, this Goldwater sweepogte know that, some people who agreed to
be on the Democratic ticket only with the underdiag that there was no chance that they were
going to win, they found themselves winning a $edhe legislature. And Peter Mills was
running. And as the returns came in, of course‘@belection, | mean, the figures are easily
available, but I've forgotten what it was. Butias a, from an overwhelming Democratic,
Republican senate to an overwhelming Democratiategn one term.

As the returns came in, Republican after Republieadership would be reported as losing.
And | remember | was talking with, | guess | wasirgy there with Peter that night watching the
returns. And Peter would say, ‘Oh, so and so bsts Well that means that so and so is going to
become the Republican leader in the House or Sénanel then somebody else, and he said,
‘Well he’s lost, that means so and so.” And thiealfy he said, then somebody else lost and
Peter said, “Wait a minute, that means I'm goinpedhe Republican leader in the Senate.”



And then shortly came the return that Peter had tos. So that was one of the anecdotes of
watching this incredible evening where Republicader after Republican leader fell. And |
still remember Peter figuring very carefully whosagoing to assume leadership, gets to the
point where he was, and then finding that evendtklbst to a Democrat on that night in 1964.

| was in Farmington in 1936 as a college studemd,laemember seeing the parade for Alf
Landon from the sunflower state, and that paradensd to stretch miles on the road up towards
Strong. And | figured that, really, Franklin Rowe# didn’'t stand a show of winning in 1936.
And of course he didn’t in Maine or Vermont, butcoiurse he won everywhere else with this
tremendous . .. So | guess probably my geneedihfgis that the Republicans were active, they
had big meetings, they had the money, they had attnactive candidates. The Democrats were
poorly organized, unable to get people to run @diy, who would really stand a show of
winning, because there just wasn’'t much of any sbbwinning. | don’t know that | have any
other particular anecdotes of politics during tirae.

AL: What was life like growing up, in Brownville?
GR: Yes.

AL: And what was it like growing there and how wedifferent from when you came to
Farmington?

GR: When | came to Farmington, | thought I'd reallt/the city for the first time. In fact, my
folks had me go over to Dover-Foxcroft, which miiave been three thousand people, to stay
with my aunt and uncle to see how I'd stand bemg city. But this was, again, Depression
years, my father was out of work a lot of the tinkée lost his only good job he ever had in the
Railway Shopman’s Strike of 1922, ‘23. He had baatate quarryman until the quarries
closed. And so, but we were not . . .

We had a picture, my father and a neighbor cuté aflwood, they were trying to sell it as stove
wood. Butin the end it mostly rotted in pilesriné our yard, ‘cause nobody could buy it. And
we had a picture showing my father and his neiglpidorg up this wood and hauling it in this
sled, drawn by a horse. And | said to my oldetesjSNow that was the Depression, wasn't it?”
She said, “No, no, those were the good times.bther words, this was, so the Depression was
nothing new to us. And she pointed out that ingiogure | was maybe six or seven years old,
which meant that this was in 1924 or ‘25, so thaesdf was, those were kind of hard times
anyway, after that strike. And then he workedh@ mill and went out on the bridge crew in the
summer.

| had a, | earned a lot of, | was very proud whenould earn enough money to buy my clothes. |
mowed lawns. | cut pulp wood for a job before ¢hain saw was invented. | earned a little
over two dollars a day cutting pulp wood, workirgrylong days. | hayed for a living, went out
haying, the low point of my career as a hay makdrad an arm that didn’t work very well and
so |, but | felt I had to prove that | could do$kedhings that | really couldn’t do, | guess. And



went out to hay for Mr. Laird over in Barnard, guaft of the bargain was that | got my board
and room even though it was only four miles frormeo And | worked as hard as | could, and |
wasn’t very good, let’s face it. And then, leteses Mr. Laird and his wife went to bed, their
room was directly beneath my bedroom, and thereamnaspen register between them. This is
not going to turn out to be a real racy story. Beitame in, he said to his wife, “You know, I'm
afraid that new boy’s not going to be any goodrfidAhat was my, that was one of the low
points of my career. When | worked through theilgugeason and he asked me to stay on and
take away from the threshing machine, then thatavasl triumph because | had survived that
sort of thing.

So we, we were hard up, everyone was hard up haakgithe time. | look upon it as a happy
time. My brother, who was much more consciousyleés and much more conscious of a lot of
things than | was, younger brother though he lkdd back upon it with more memories of the
poverty and more memories of wearing clothes tleewnade over, and that sort of a thing.
But we had the, we were proud of working. It wagesy small town; church activities, playing
basketball in high school, even though | neverig@iny game. | look back upon it as a happy
time, but all of my life was happier after I left@vnville in 1934, than it was when | was there.

Being an adolescent with an arm that lacks a musaletrying to play varsity sports, was not,
didn’t give a person great confidence in hims&b | was happier after that, than | had been
before. But | look back upon it, again, hard timess a part of the picture, but | think everyone
was hard up. Agnes Mantor, teaching history hemeg said that she thought that people in
Maine small towns felt the Depression much lesa fieople in the cities, that they had food
very often, they had cans of canned goods.

And | had someone do a research paper once, | ttunkthe Rumford paper, | think it was the
Rumford Falls Times, a couple of the Depression years, and that'si¢épeh of the Depression.
And that student came back to report that, frondireatheRumford Falls Times, you wouldn’t
have known there was any Depression. There wasembion of any hard times, even though,

of course, the price of stock in the paper comgsatiiere collapsed during those years. And I'm
sure there must have been a lot of hard times.thégpaper never said anything about any signs
of hard times. So we, | guess probably the noimaad times of living in a town where the
quarries closed a year of two before | was bord,whnere the farms were gradually declining,
and where you’d cut pulp wood for a living, and aotery good living. And so | guess maybe
the Depression didn’t seem that much differenh#orest of our lives in that period.

| suppose when | got down to Farmington, | was Veppy at Farmington. It was the first time
really that I'd been in a community where there arere a very high percentage of the people
who were interested in intellectual things. Andtttvas, Farmington did not have very high
standards during the time, but it was a commurfifyemple, the faculty cared for the students.
And it was a group where intelligence and intemregttellectual things was respected, which |
suppose is why | liked it.

AL: Brownville and Dover-Foxcroft, are they fairlyosk together?



GR: They're seventeen miles apart.

AL: I'minterested to know if you ever heard of the Klux Klan in that area of Dover-
Foxcroft when you were growing up. Was there ewsr mention of it, or knowledge that they
existed and had an influence?

GR: The Ku, of course | was only nine years old atttme that Brewster ran for governor and
refused to renounce, when he ran against [ErngMdLean, and he refused, Brewster, who at
that time was Ralph O. Brewster, rather than R. ©Bsewster as he became later, he refused to
renounce Klan support. And | was too young to mafmer much. | have a picture, | have a
couple of pictures, I've had a couple of picturagway. One showing a Ku Klux Klan parade

in Lincoln, Maine with the red school house atfiloat, and people with their masks off,

wearing sheets, parading, of course with the schoose emphasizing the condemnation of
parochial schools. | also have seen a picturewKkix Klan in Milo, Maine. Again, a big

parade in Milo sometime again in the middle 1920s.

And at one time | found some Ku Klux Klan, a Ku KlKlan folder or sheet of some kind,
which my father had brought home from a Masonictmge Which I'm sure, oh yes, and |
looked up in the Masonic records and | found tlee@lwhere the grand master had told the
annual meeting that lodgers should be sure natki®, give any support to Ku Klux Klan as an
organization. But, and it was not the kind of thmy father would have done, but obviously
someone at the Ku Klux Klan meet-, sorry, at thesdtdac meeting was handing out Ku Klux
Klan propaganda, and he’d tucked it in his pocket laad brought it home. So those are my
only memories of Ku Klux Klan. I, sometimes thirigsr. John Robinson’s wife’s brother, this
gets complicated, wrote a masters thesis over dtm@on the Ku Klux Klan in Maine and so |
read that. And so | suppose what | read there &iridurs along with what | might have heard
somewhere else.

AL: Did you know, did you ever know F. Davis Clarkdge Clark?
GR: Yes, yes.
AL: Can you tell me a little bit about him?

GR: Not very much. F. Davis Clark was a big guy atayed basketball at a time when anyone
who was six-foot-four was a giant in high schoah®tball. And there was a fellow named
Webb from Milo who was six-foot-four. Milo was fivmiles away and that was where we went
for our trading, as we used to put it. And F. Ba@lark was a, | remember him first as a big guy
who was over six feet, but who really wasn’t veopd as a basketball player. And so I, his
father ran a furniture store, Arthur Clark | guéssas, on Main Street there in Milo. And so it's
really a case, | never knew him to talk to untietaand he of course was active in Democratic,
oh, he ran for governor at about, it may have been



AL: Nineteen forty-twodic 1946].
GR: ... and it may, this may have been the low{poin
AL: Nineteen forty-six.

GR: I, wasit‘46? Okay. Then it must have beeneaody else that ran. But his, his was one
of the low points, when he ran for governor. Maitbh&as a couple years before. There was one
point, as | said, where | think it got down to anduwenty-five percent, and it may not have
been much more than that when Davis Clark ran.nToiecourse, he was named to a judgeship.
But | never, so, he’s just a fellow whom I've knowasually to see somewhere, never knew him
personally, well at all.

AL: | wondered because he came from a very stron@datic family in that area, and so was
very aware of the Ku Klux Klan when they came torBeFoxcroft.

GR: Yes. And you see, he’s, his home was Milo anthabbig parade that | saw . . . Is he still
living, do you know? I'd be interested in talkimgth him about that some time. Where does he
live, down state, Portland, Lewiston?

AL: No, still lives up north.

GR: Upin Milo? Yeah, okay. No, | never, that wole interesting because it intrigued me.
Of course, as everyone knows | suppose, Maine dhmilhave been a strong Ku Klux Klan
state like Indiana was, but this was a time as ssagevhen the Franco-Americans were just
getting a start. And they were beginning to ovarest, beginning to work their way up from the
bottom of the pile. And some, and the Ku Klux KiarMaine | think, yes, was anti-Franco-
American.

| was thinking, | talked to a woman over in Madisdrhe Ku Klux Klan paraded, were very
active in Madison. I'm trying to think whethenitas Madison or Brewer where they had to post
a guard when they built the Catholic church, farfdat it would be, would be destroyed. Some
woman, | spoke over in Madison at some point, @thigh school, about this sort of thing, Ku
Klux Klan.

And | talked to a woman in a restaurant where pgéal for a cup of coffee on the way to the
meeting. And she said that there were, there Wass &dvertising, or there was evidence of
Klan activity in Madison when she was probably ér teens, and she was kind of worried. And
she used to baby sit for this couple, and shethach that she was worried. And the fellow said,
“No, no. | can guarantee it, you'll have nothilmgwtorry about.” And she found later he was a
leading member of the Klan. So, and I’'m sure sdetiothing to worry about physically.

But again, that was, that was, of course there Water that woman in Indiana was captured
and supposedly raped by the head of the Klan, itrdetlined pretty fast in Maine. And I'm



not, | suppose, | don’t know just what, this isa@il the record, | suppose it reached its peak in
what, 1920s, ‘4, ‘5, ‘6, something like that, aneelforgotten when the Indiana rape thing took
place but it, it went down hill. It's just one thfose things that seems out of character for Maine,
in a way, but yet we know there are a lot of evidEnof racism in Maine, and surely a lot of
anti-Catholic feeling in Maine, especially backlat time. Which I'm sure any Franco-
American felt back at that time.

AL: | have one more, well, | have a couple more dgolest One is, | can remember a teacher at
Mt. Blue High School, Mrs. Mills. Was she relaiadcany way to the Mills family?

GR: Mrs. Mills was quite closely related to the Mifamily. In other words, she was Peter
Mills” wife.

AL: Kay. Okay.

GR: Kay, and the mother of all those kids, and she avteacher, came from Ashland up in the
County. She is, she’s still alive and very ac{aict | had lunch with her in the last couple of
days. And she lived with Peter for many, many geantil they broke up and were divorced. |
don’t know, quite a long while ago, fifteen or tvigyears ago maybe, yes.

AL: And tell me a little bit about the book that yeerauthored on Welsh ancestry?

GR: Yes, I, when | started working, writing, workiog my masters at Orono, | thought about
writing on the Welsh and the slate quarries of MaiBut my father said, “You won't find
anything,” he said, “the Welsh couldn’t write Ergfliand the English didn’t give a damn about
the Welsh.” And | saw an article in tBangor Daily News, a little item in theBrownville News,
that said: The child of an Irish family was run over by a dray and killed at the quarry last

week.” No mention of who the Irish family was. Sodaded that wasn’'t what | wanted to do
and | did one on the League of Nations and how Blaiewed the League of Nations.

But, then | took my father and mother over to Ventnwhere there are a lot of Welsh, and he
heard a Welsh chorus, and that was fresh in my mimeh | went to Columbia in the fall of
1948. And so | chose the topic, actually the tdpi@s urged to choose and did was the history
of Western Rutland County, Vermont.

So | researched much on many, many topics befarewing down to the Welsh. | got a
Fulbright grant and worked for a year in WalesJifanin the slate quarry areas there in the
Welsh communities. And | spent many years readawgspapers from the Welsh communities
of the New York-Vermont border, which was very ki@s compared to the very tiny, little
community up in Brownville, Maine. And so | hadesp, | had to learn to read Welsh first,
along with the other two languages | had to learread in the doctoral program. And |, it
seemed to go together not too fast, and finallyeiht together well, after almost twenty years.

And so | had planned, | planned to finish it angidodown and defend in the spring of 1969.



And then that was the time that my wife’s kidnegsed in the fall of ‘68. And so she went
down to Boston for the year and | had charge ofitleekids. | became a dean, which job | was
in for the next eleven years. My advisors all @flumbia. | had no sabbatical during the last
twenty-three years of my teaching at Farmingtoni;\sojust put it aside to my great pain, until
after some twenty-seven more years.

| found this tremendous interest over in Vermomthie Welsh community, slate quarry history,
a big Welsh, Slate Valley Museum, so | knew | hadig it out. And the hardest thing | ever
did was to dig it out and try to remember whatd lpéanned to do with those cold notes twenty-
seven years before. Which, | finally did get thimg) written and published it last summer, just
about a year ago now, titlébw Livesin the Valley, which is on the slate quarries and people,
and villages in North Wales, the Welsh migratiomd #éhe slate quarries and Welsh villages of
the New York-Vermont border.

AL: Interesting.

GR: And I'm happy to report that out of the one-thand-fifty-five copies that were printed,
most of them are gone now, and | guess I’'m goingatee another printing, so that's a small
triumph of sorts.

AL: Congratulations!

GR: But no one should take fifty years to write a kodtook forty-nine years and a number of
months, but not quite fifty.

AL: | also have heard that you were well known arainedUniversity of Maine at Farmington
for remembering the names of all the students.

GR: When | came here the college was very smallethiendred-and-seventy-five students.
And it remained very small, we had only about sixdired by 1966. And every student had to
have my course in order to graduate from, and lItva®nly history teacher in American history
for those, for the first twenty-four, twenty-fivegrs | was here. And | identified very strongly
with these students. They were mostly poor, reasigrpoor, middle to lower class, few upper
class financially, kids from small Maine towns. ddsomehow | had aBj children, they're no
longer children, students, from almost every towiMiaine and so | got this tremendous feeling
for each town in Maine. And so | could think oéttown first, but because they all had to have
my course and the college was very, very smatlid lget to, | guess | did, | had about four
thousand students.

And | had to go over all those names on one ocndsiothe fun of it. | tried checking off or
making a little mark, and | went through the, dduld remember the face, could see the face of
that student, and | found that | could see abaeetithousand faces when | read the name. So
yes, most of them | remembered pretty well. | haoe been retired for sixteen years and the
first students | had were sixty-nine years agd,think my memory bank is probably kind of



riddled, or kind of leaky, or kind of overcrowdedsmmething now, but for a long while | did
identify very strongly with them. And they hadiave my course, and most were from these
small Maine towns that | knew so well.

AL: Is there anything else that | haven't asked yomentioned that you think would be
valuable?

GR: Nothing else that | can think of. Again, | camegmore on the view of personally living in
a strongly Republican area. The inter, intra-p&#publican squabbles among them, and the

effect of this area upon Muskie’s candidacy ancelestions, in changing their attitude toward

being a Democrat. Even though it still is, onlg thinority are still Democrats, butut all around
us Democrats have won and Muskie changed peoptéisda toward admitting.

Uh, may | make one more comment along that linéhenmiddle of my peroration here? A
student | had from Dover-Foxcroft told me once:dswgoing home for vacation, and these two
sisters lived together. And as the student wasngswith these two older sisters, they probably
were in their sixties, a neighbor came in and s#sd\ellie, isn’t Nellie here?” And the other
sister said, “No, she’s out right now.” And thée tafter the neighbor had gone, the sister
turned to the college student and said, “Well altyushe’s gone to a Democratic rally, but he
doesn’t need to know that.” So there was thairigelvhenever that was, and maybe there’s
still, at least, even though Farmington ordinadbes not vote Democratic, although it will do so
sometimes. Muskie’s candidacy, Muskie’s service,athange the attitude of people toward
being a Democrat, toward admitting they were Demip@nd at least toward admitting
occasionally that they voted Democratic.

AL: Do you think that's the most important, or lonigraling thing that Muskie will be known
for? Or what do you find was most influential abMuskie?

GR: Of course, | liked the things that he stood &g his acts on the pollution issue to me, is
tremendously important. Again, | suppose persgnabthing affected me so much as building

up the power of the Democrats in Maine so that tteyd be in a point where later they would

get to control the legislature. And from renderihgm as harmless, as bad shape as they were in
1950, to a position where they have been at timesme power. Personally, that's my greatest
feeling about Muskie, along with it. |, he supgaktnearly all the things he supported were
nearly always the things | believed in. And intstitings like environment for one, he made a
tremendous contribution.

AL: And how did you get to know Don Nicoll? Do yamember when you met him?
Through an academic avenue possibly?

GR: ldon't know. And I think if | thought, | coultemember. It may have been when we
served, | served at various times on some comrsittest were going to remake state

government, which we probably never did. And ityrhave been on one of them that | first
knew him. Or he may have been a friend of Al Peat® was an active Democrat. | don’t



know, but I've known him for a long while. Oh yes)d Don has come here and spoken
sometimes. My guess is just through mutual friandhe Democratic Party or in serving on
some committee, that | first got to know him.

AL: Great, thank you very much for your time.

GR: Well, it was all very pleasant.

End of Interview
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